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COALER SPORTS

Lady Coalers take
three in a row

IN THIS WEEK’S EDITION—THE CLASS OF 2018

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Since the day it opened,
the Hope Helps all-inclusive
playground has been filled
with individuals of all ages
and abilities, and it’s about
to get busier.

Hope Helps founder
Brittney Kaluzny presented
the Coal City Village Board
with some exciting news last
week.

“We are ready to expand
(the playground) if you are
willing to accept it,” she said.

The autism awareness
organization partnered with
the village to  build the play-
ground in Coal City’s Lions
Park in fall 2016. The village
provided the land, some
manual labor and $60,000 in
equipment replacement
funds that came after the
2015 tornado damaged park
equipment. 

At a total cost of
$232,000, the majority of the
project  was  financed with
community and corporate
donations received by the
non-profit established in

2011 by Kaluzny and her
husband, Robert.

It was their goal from
the beginning to build an all-
inclusive, sensory play-
ground in the community
and now they are ready to
expand the play area.

Phase two would
expand the playground by
2,875 square-feet to the
southeast of its existing foot-
print.

At a cost of $102,000,
not including excavation,
the expansion would add
four pieces of equipment—a
wheel chair accessible glider,
globe spinner, sensory tun-
nel and a high back/harness
teeter totter with a center
trampoline. Additionally, the
poured in place rubber sur-

face would be extended
across the new play area.

The hope is to have
phase two completed by the
end of the year, or at the lat-
est spring 2019.

“Hopefully it will go
faster on the fundraising
since we have an existing
structure to say this is what
we’ve done,” Kaluzny said.

The organization has
already raised about half of
what is needed to complete
the project, but before mem-
bers go out in search of addi-
tional donations they want-
ed to be sure the village was
on board. 

“We need you to bless
the idea so we can move for-
ward and start fundraising
for it,” Kaluzny told the

board. 
Mayor Terry Halliday

responded, “This is fantastic.
You have the board’s support
and thanks.”

Once the funds are
raised, the organization will
plan for the installation.
Kaluzny is once again look-
ing to make it a community
build.

Not only does a com-
munity build save money,
but it brings the community
together.

“Every single person
who was there for the com-
munity build still goes out
there all the time, because
they have ownership and I
like that,” Kaluzny said.

She hopes to keep
building on the playground
and has bigger projects in
mind for the future.

Since announcing the
project, Hope Helps has
announced a couple of
fundraisers including a day
at the ballpark. To learn
more about the fundraisers
check out Hope Helps on
Facebook. 

An expanded place to play
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HOPE HELPS FOUNDER Brittney Kaluzny appeared before the
Coal City Village Board last week to present a proposal to
expand the Hope Helps all-inclusive playground in Lions Park. 

“EVERY SINGLE PERSON WHO WAS THERE FOR
THE COMMUNITY BUILD STILL GOES OUT THERE
ALL THE TIME, BECAUSE THEY HAVE OWNERSHIP

AND I LIKE THAT.”

BRITTNEY KALUZNY
FOUNDER OF HOPE HELPS

Forehand, Copes earn
top academic honors
BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

On Sunday, Carter Copes and
his fellow classmates will depart
Coal City High School with more
than a diploma in their hand.

Each member of the class of
2018 will leave high school ready to
embark on the next phase of life
whether its pursuing a degree,
entering the workforce or enlisting
in the armed services.

“CCHS has taught me a lot
about hard work, leadership, per-
sistence and perseverance,” said
Copes, salutatorian of the class.

Copes finishes his high school
studies with a 4.63 grade point
average and acceptance to the
University of Iowa, where he will
study mathematics and actuarial
science.

Erica Forehand stands at the
top of the class finishing high
school with a 4.721 grade point
average. The valedictorian also
plans to study actuarial science
and has enrolled at Butler
University in Indianapolis, Indiana.

As she heads off to college,
Forehand said her days as a Coaler
have prepared her for the future by
teaching important life lessons
such as time management and tak-
ing responsibility.

Among those instilling these
life lessons were her instructors.
For Forehand one stands out

among them.
“Mr. (Matt) Leman was my

most inspiring teacher. As my
teacher and tennis coach, he had to
deal with me for all four years of
high school. He helped me reach
my full potential on the courts,
inside the classroom, and every-
where else in my everyday life,”
Forehand said.

As for Copes, it wasn’t one
teacher who stood out rather an
entire department. He reports his
math instructors—Cathy Lyons,
Leman, Dale Koepnick and Colleen
Miller—proved to be the most
inspiring to him.

“My math teachers have built a
passion in me and are reasons that
I plan on pursing mathematics,”

At the top of the class
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COAL CITY High School seniors are preparing this week for the pomp and circumstance of commencement. The class of 2018 will be recognized and
receive diplomas during a 2 p.m. ceremony on Sunday, May 20 at the high school. The top 10 percent of the graduating class will be honored during the
ceremony.  At the top of the class academically are: (front center) valedictorian Erica Forehand. Row two: Kaleb Spreitzer, salutatorian Carter Copes and
Yehonatan Figueroa. Standing: Sean Micetich, Nick Berta, Sarah Moore and Madeline Tucker. Row four: Cade Robson, Jessica Hanley, Brenna Kelly,
Bridget Kauzlaric, Abigail Charles, Lindsay Stopka, Abbey Brown, Madeline Moore and Beau Wills. 

The commencement exer-
cise for Coal City High School’s
class of 2018 will be held
Sunday, May 20 at 2 p.m. The
procession starts at 1:50 p.m. 

Mitch Hamann, principal
of Coal City High School, will
welcome the audience, address
the graduates and recognize
those students in the top 10
percent of the class.  

Nicholas Berta, president
of the class, will provide the
ceremony with opening
remarks.

Coalers prepare 
for commencement

During its commence-
ment ceremony on May 20,
the Coal City High School
class of 2018 will recognize
the academic achievement
of the top 10 percent of its
graduating class. 

Valedictorian Erica
Forehand will be honored,
as will salutatorian Carter
Copes. 

Also to be recognized,
listed in order of class rank,
are Nicholas Berta, Jessica
Hanley, Brenna Kelly, Sean
Micetich, Kaleb Spreitzer,
Madeline Moore, Lindsay
Stopka, Cade Robson, Beau
Wills, Yehonatan Figueroa,
Abbey Brown, Bridget
Kauzlaric, Abigail Charles,
Madeline Tucker and Sarah
Moore.

Berta, the son of Jason
and Colleen Berta, is
ranked third in his class of

162 students. He finishes
high school with a 4.627
grade point average (gpa)
and plans to study comput-
er science and engineering
at the University of Iowa. In
addition to a handful of
local scholarships, Berta
was awarded a University
of Iowa National Scholar
Award and Academic
Excellence Award.

Hanley, the daughter
of Paul and Cindy Hanley,
has earned a 4.594 gpa
ranking her fourth in the
class. She will study chemi-
cal and biomolecular engi-
neering at the University of

Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

Kelly, the daughter
Sharon Kelly, is fifth in the
class having earned a 4.593
gpa. She will attend the
University of Illinois with a
major in systems of engi-
neering and design.

Micetich, the son of
Joel and Linda Micetich,
finished his  high school
career with a 4.574 gpa,
ranking him sixth in the
class. An education major,
he begins his studies at
Joliet Junior College where
he will play basketball for
the Wolves.

Spreitzer, the son of
Keith and Pam Spreitzer, is
seventh in his graduating
class with a gpa of 4.5. He
will major in accounting at
Illinois Wesleyan University
and play football for the
Titans.

Moore, the daughter of
Ron Moore and Jennifer
Howard, has achieved a
4.453 gpa ranking her
eighth in the class. She will
study culinary arts at Joliet
Junior College.

Stopka, the daughter of
Greg Stopka and Beth Rios,

The
Coaler
Top 10
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BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

As requested, the vil-
lage of Coal City has granted
Hoffman Transportation a
90-day extension for its pre-
liminary planned unit
development (PUD). 

The village has been
working with Hoffman on a
rail-served warehouse and
freight terminal located on
the northeast side of Reed
Road, just east of the Union
Pacific rail line.

As the company con-
tinues to work on matters
related to the utilization of
the Spring Road crossing
and access points into the
project, it sought to extend
the PUD approved one year
ago.

“Within one year’s time,
the developer is to apply for
and gain final PUD approval
from the village board. Due
to a number of issues that
have surfaced within the
time period since gaining
preliminary PUD, Hoffman
must delay the board’s final
consideration a bit longer,”
said Village Administrator
Matt Fritz.

As previously reported,
the company is working to
mitigate impacts that would
come with the Union
Pacific’s plan to cross Spring
Road in order to make
freight deliveries, plan that
was not included when the
project was first presented.

The extension will give
the company additional
time to work with the rail-
road and finalize the PUD
before presenting it for final
approval.

The extension comes
with some guidelines,
according to the adminis-
trator, who said based upon
conversations at the board
level the village attorney
drafted an ordinance for the
extension and it calls for an
escrow of $40,000 for the
payment of professional
fees  incurred by the village
or its professional consult-
ants related to the project.

At its April 25 meeting,
it was stated the developer
had not yet reimbursed the
village for engineering fees.

Fritz said those out-
standing fees have since
been paid by the developer. 

Construction is moving
along and crews are cur-
rently extending water serv-
ice to the site.

Fritz said expected
modifications to the PUD
would include Grundy

Hoffman
granted
extension 

SEE HOFFMAN, PAGE 2
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Copes said.
During his four years as

a Coaler, Copes was
involved in a variety of
school activities, from foot-
ball, basketball and baseball
to varsity club and
Footnotes.

The salutatorian and
valedictorian were both
involved in a number of the
same extra-curricular activ-
ities including Students
Against Destructive
Decisions, Future Business
Leaders of America,  and
math team.

Forehand was also
involved in scholastic bowl,
book club, speech and
National Honor Society. She
was member of the Rube
Goldberg  and Worldwide
Youth in Science and
Engineering teams. She
served as a student ambas-
sador and is a member of
the Coaler marching and
concert bands, and served
as a pit musician for the
school’s production of
“Beauty and the Beast.”

With all of the responsi-
bilities that come with
extra-curricular activities,
Forehand and Copes
remained committed to
their studies. Their top aca-
demic honors came with
hard work and a willingness
to strive for excellence to
achieve the goals they set
for themselves.

There is nothing about
high school Copes would
change.

“A minor change could
change where I am today,

and my path has led me to
the life I enjoy now,” he said.

As high school comes
to a close, Forehand said
she wishes she would have
taken more risks.

“I have always been
someone to play things
safe,” the valedictorian said.

The school provides a
number of activities and
electives for its students,
and Forehand encourages
students to take advantage
of all CCHS has to offer.

Copes agrees, “Get
involved, find something
you love and give it every-
thing you have. Something
truly special will come from
it.” 

The salutatorian notes
CCHS is a place that, “allows
anyone to pursue some-
thing they are passionate
about.”

Forehand heads to
Butler University with an
academic merit scholarship
and a host of local scholar-
ships to assist her in her
pursuit of a degree.

Copes has also been
afforded a number of local
scholarships and the
University of Iowa has
awarded him one of its Old
Gold Scholarships.

Ten years from now,
both graduates say they
plan to be working in the
field of actuarial science,
pursuing all that life has to
offer and being successful
in their field and in life.

“To me, success is the
ability to go to sleep  at
night with a smile knowing
you did your best and
accept what comes next,”
Copes said.

Class salutatorian, Carter Copes, and valedictorian,
Erica Forehand, will be recognized and each will present an
address.  

Unit 1 Superintendent Dr. Kent Bugg will present the
graduates and Ken Miller, president of the Board of
Education will issue diplomas.

Closing remarks will be made by Beau Wills, secre-
tary/treasurer of the senior class and farewell remarks will
be given by Leslie Youskevtch, vice president of the class.

The community is cordially invited to attend the grad-
uation of the class of 2018.  The ceremony will be held in the
school’s competition gym.

finishes high school with a
4.453 gpa and a ninth in the
class ranking. She will major
in actuarial science at the
University of Iowa where
she is a recipient of the
National Scholars Award.

Robson, the son of
Wendell and Carol Robson,
has achieved a 4.404 gpa
ranking him 10th in the
class. He will study account-
ing at Eastern Illinois
University.

Wills, the son of Greg
and Tiffany Wills, has
earned a 4.43 gpa ranking
him 11th in the class of
2018. He will attend
Concordia University—
Wisconsin. In addition to
local scholarships he
received a Presidential
Scholarship and Family
Scholarship. He will be play-
ing baseball for the Falcons. 
Figueroa, the son of José
and Anna Figueroa, is
ranked 12th in the class,
having achieved a 4.4 gpa.
He will study nursing at
Saint Louis University were
he has been awarded a
Dean’s Scholarship and
Housing Scholarship. 
Brown, the daughter of
Dave and Amanda Brown,
has achieved a 4.393 gpa,
ranking her 13th in the class.
She will attend the
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign to
study biology. 

Kauzlaric, the daughter
of John and Kelly Kauzlaric,
finishes high school with a
4.4 gpa, which puts her 14th
in the class of 2018. She will
attend the University of
Wisconsin—Stevens Point
with a major in health sci-
ence. In addition to her

studies, Kauzlaric will be a
member of the Pointers soc-
cer team.

Charles, the daughter of
Harold and Tara Charles,
completes her high school
career with a 4.36 gpa rank-
ing her 15th in the class. She
will attend Iowa State
University to major in pre-
chiropractic. 

Tucker, the daughter of
James and Tina Tucker, fin-
ishes CCHS with a 4.359
gpa, which ranks her 16th in
the class. She will attend
Knox College where she will
double major in biochem-
istry (pre-med) and philoso-
phy and minor in Spanish.
The university has awarded
her a Foundation
Scholarship and the
Hermann Muelder
Scholarship. 

Moore, the daughter of
Cliff and Sharon Moore,
wraps up her high school
career with a 4.4 gpa and an
17th place ranking. She will
attend Maranatha Baptist
University to study second-
ary English education and
photography. She has been
awarded a Teacher
Education Scholarship and
Trustee Scholarship from
the Wisconsin university.
She will also play collegiate
soccer. 

County approval of an entrance onto Reed Road, as well as
amendments to off-site sanitary improvements.

Final PUD approval is expected to come before the
board prior to the new deadline of Aug. 8. 

STAFF REPORT

An altercation that
began in Diamond escalated
to a car chase that  rolled
into Coal City.

Police received a driving
complaint call on May 10, at
8:20 p.m. As it turned out the
caller was being chased by
another motorist and as
they reached the 600 block
of West Division Street, the
cars collided.

The caller told police he
was being chased by a
Camaro and the driver was
attempting to knock him off
the roadway. The driver was
able to get away from the
offending vehicle.

The driver of the
Camaro was identified as 18-
year-old Christopher R.
Fischer, of Diamond.

Fischer admitted to
police he was upset with the
other man, so he traveled at
a high rate of speed in order
to catch up to him. As he
attempted to pass a vehicle
between the two cars, he

struck the caller’s car.
Fischer was cited for

reckless driving. He posted
$200 bond and was released
with a notice to appear in
Grundy County Circuit
Court on June 4. 

In other police matters:
• Mark S. Bulanda, 59, of

Coal City, was cited May 12
for driving on a suspended
license. He posted $150
bond and was released with
a notice to appear in circuit
court on June 18.

• Kaleb L. Findlay, 18, of
Wilmington, was cited on a
criminal trespass complaint.
Police report Findaly was
located inside a Lincoln
Street residence after being
told by the property owner
he was not to be at the
home. Findlay posted $150
bond and was released with
a notice to appear in court
on June. 18. 

Editor’s note: Persons
named in the police report
are innocent of all charges
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Altercation leads
to vehicle chase

STAFF REPORT

One man died and 11 people were injured in a multi-
vehicle crash on Interstate 55 Monday afternoon, May 14.

Illinois State Police and the Grundy County Coroner’s
Office are investigating the crash that claimed the life of 61-
year-old Stephen D. Fulse, of Broadview. 

Braceville Fire Protection District personnel were alert-
ed around 4:20 p.m. to a crash on the interstate at mile
marker 231, located between Braceville and Gardner.

Upon arrival the first responders discovered that sever-
al vehicles and multiple individuals were involved.
Assistance was requested from more than one dozen area
agencies.

The conditions of those involved varied in severity.
According to Braceville Fire Protection District, three indi-
viduals were transported to Morris Hospital and eight were
sent to Presence St. Joseph Medical Center in Joliet.

Grundy County Coroner John Callahan reports he was
called to the scene around 4:30 p.m. and at 5:05 p.m. he pro-
nounced Fulse deceased.

Preliminary investigation indicates there was a rollover
crash in the southbound lanes of the interstate that caused
northbound traffic to stop. At that time it appears a van
traveling northbound did not see the stopped traffic and
crashed into the rear of a mid-sized vehicle, causing it to
strike the car in front of it. The van spun and struck anoth-
er vehicle causing it to roll on its side. 

Fulse was identified as the driver of the van.
As the investigation continues into the death of Fulse,

the coroner’s officer was scheduled to conduct an examina-
tion on Tuesday. 

The interstate was closed for several hours Monday.
Braceville was assisted at the scene by emergency units

from Gardner, Coal City, Braidwood, Wilmington, Morris,
Dwight, Limestone, Elwood, East Joliet, Manhattan and
Morris, as well as Grundy County Emergency Management
Agency. Standing by at the Braceville station were units
from Manteno and Channahon and a Riverside Medical
Center ambulance.

Fatal crash closes 
stretch of interstate
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An article that appeared
in the May 9 edition of this
newspaper mis-identified
American Legion Post 796
who will conduct its annual
Poppy Days fundraiser in
front of select are businesses
May 17 to 19.

The newspaper regrets
the error. When errors do
occur we welcome the
opportunity to correct
them.

Correction

Coal City's St. Juvin
Post 1336 Veterans of
Foreign Wars awarded its
10th scholarship on May 9
at the Coal City High
School Awards Night.

This year's grant was
presented to graduating
senior Klarissa Aldridge
who will be attending Joliet
Junior College's
Occupational Therapy pro-
gram. 

Aldridge was selected
from four applicants in the
non-veteran category,
which is restricted to those
entering the health care
field. Grant funds are pre-
sented at the end of the first
semester when the recipi-
ent presents their grade
transcript showing a 2.8 or
greater on the 4.0 scale
grade point average.

Veterans applying for
the scholarship must have
honorably served in the
Armed Forces of the United
States and apply not more
than two years from their
active duty separation date. 

Veterans must follow
the same guidelines as
non-veterans except that
they may undertake any
form of post secondary
education that is approved
by the U. S. Department of
Veterans Affairs.  Veterans

are also eligible to apply for
two awards.  

Any Coal City High
School graduate may apply.

The program was
established in 2011 by then
Post quartermaster Jack
Micetich, a former Coal
City school administrator,
as a way to give back to the
community that has so

generously supported vet-
erans and St. Juvin Post.  

Micetich served as the
Post Scholarship
Committee chair until this
year, when he handed off
the chairmanship to junior
vice commander James
(Hoppy) Phillips. 

This year's applicants
were evaluated by a panel

of four Post members;
Phillips, adjutant Keith
Roseland, and trustees
John Dite and Don Tira.
Applicants are evaluated
on a blind eight category
matrix with scoring of one
to five in each category
with only the chairman
knowing the identities of
the applicants. 

St. Juvin Post 1336 awards scholarship

Photo by Bill Bomba/Post 1336

ST. JUVIN POST 1336 Veterans of Foreign Wars 2018 scholarship winner Klarissa Aldridge
with her parents Veronica and Scott Aldridge. Aldridge was presented with the award on
May 9. Aldridge and her parents are pictured with (left) junior vice commander James
(Hoppy) Phillips and (right) life member Jack Micetich who is the  outgoing Scholarship
Committee chairman.

A little advice for the class of 2018
Principal Mitch Hamann
“Make most of your potential. Use your
strengths and pursue a career in some-
thing that you are good at. I challenge this
class to go after their dreams, not just do
what is easy.”

Assistant principal Jennifer Kenney
“ The sky is the limit. However, your suc-
cess will depend on how hard you work.
Set goals and create a plan. Hard work will
pay off in the long run. Most importantly,
remember to always be kind.”  

Front office secretary LaWanda Gagliardo
“Do not be afraid of the unknown. As scary
as it might be, think about it, and then just
dive in. Life is full of unexpected
moments, and you'd never want to look
back and say to yourself, ‘I wish I
would've....’ I wish you all the best.
Congratulations class of 2018.”

Student services secretary Andrea Huston
“Try to not sweat the small stuff. Life will
always throw curveballs at you, but always
remember, ‘this too shall pass.’ Never stop
smiling and keep believing in the good.
Congrats to the class of 2018!”

Photo by Ann Gill

THE BILL Boyd Social Studies Award, presented by the Coal
City Community Unit Education Association, is presented
each spring by the school’s social studies department to a
graduating senior. The recipient must display a positive atti-
tude, maintain a B average or better in each social studies
course taken, enjoy social studies and be willing to continue
their learning outside of class and be respectful to others.
Brenna Kelly was recognized as this year’s award winner by
high school principal Mitch Hamann during the school’s
Scholarship Awards Night on May 9. 

History student
honored at CCHS
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Weekly programs for children, teens
and adults meet at various times. Check
online calendar at ccpld.org. All children’s
classes listed here require registration
and child must be a CCPLD resident.

Adult exercise classes are offered
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9
a.m. Adult exercise is low impact aerobic
workout designed for adults of all ages.

Summer reading begins Saturday, May
19 & ends July 14

Thursday, May 17-Check Out a Snack,
4-6 p.m., every Thursday. Open to teens,
read for 20 minutes and choose a snack.

Friday, May 18-Bingo at the Library, 1-
3p.m., adults join for bingo w/ prizes and

refreshments
Fun Fridays, 3-5 p.m. Stop in the chil-

dren’s department for games, crafts, or
activities

Teen Fun Friday, 4-5 p.m., grades 6-12,
enjoy snacks, games and crafts in the teen
department.

Saturday, May 19-Summer reading
begins, kids and teens sign up starting
9a.m. until 4 p.m. Adults will receive tick-
ets for baskets upon checking out books,
magazines, e-book, DVD, CD, etc. one
ticket per day will be given out

Monday, May 21-Sew good friends,
9a.m.-4p.m., meet in the annex third Mon.

of each month. 
Pillowcase Project, 4-5p.m., 2nd-12th

grade attend this free emergency pre-
paredness program

Tuesday, May 22 -TAG-Teen Afterschool
Group, 4-5p.m., hang out in the teen dept.
Bring a friend!

Wednesday, May 16- Movies at the
library, 1-4p.m., come watch The Greatest
Showman, in the meeting room, free pop-
corn will be provided.

Hours of operation are Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9
a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
For more information  go to
www.ccpld.org or call  815-634-4552.

COAL CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

STAFF REPORT

The work of first
responders is often unap-
preciated, but one local
woman knows just how
valuable they are to the
community and she’s doing
her part to let them know
citizens admire their hard
work and dedication.

“They are our heroes,”
she said of the men and
women who make up the
Coal City Police Department
and Coal City Fire Protection
District.

The woman, a resident
of Diamond who wishes to
remain anonymous, said
more needs to be done to
recognize all they do for the
community.

“I work in the town and

see how busy they are and all
that they do for us,” the
woman said.

In an effort to let the
first responders know just
how much they are appreci-
ated and respected, the
woman took to her kitchen
to prepare batches of
lasagna. She got a bit of help
from the staff at Whistle
Stop, who agreed to bake the
pans of pasta for her at no
cost.

The piping hot pans
were delivered to the fire
house and police station on
Friday, May 11.

“This is just my way to
pay back a little of what they
give to the community and I
encourage others to do the
same, even if its just a simple
thank you,” she said.

Diamond woman cooks
for community heroes

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Coal City’s Police
Department is back to full
force as the village wel-
comed a new member last
week.

Kevin McGrath, who
previously patrolled the
streets of Streator, is now on
the job. He was sworn in
Wednesday, May 9 and
reported for his first shift on
Monday.

“I’m looking forward to
it and hope to bring some of
my experiences to Coal
City,” McGrath said. 

The new patrol officer
has eight years of police
experience and a long list of
certifications. 

“Kevin went through
our testing and interview
process and came out num-
ber one our list. He’s certain-
ly qualified and we’re look-
ing forward to getting him
trained and on the street,”
said Coal City Police Chief
Tom Best.

McGrath, who will wear
badge 912, will work along-
side a field training officer as
he gets to know the commu-
nity and the department’s
policies and procedures.

While riding along with
the department's field train-
ing officers—Dave Moran,
Kevin Jones and David

Kasher—McGrath will also
be working with Sgt. Tom
Logan, the department's
field training supervisor.

He'll be spending time
on both shifts and working
with the three officers so he
gets multiple view points.

He is one of two new
cops the department is field
training.  Casey Roth, who

was sworn in late last year,
graduated from the police
training institute in April
and has been reporting for
shifts since the beginning of
the month.

Roth and McGrath were
hired to fill vacancies within
the department. 

In less than one year
two members of the force

left the village’s employ-
ment, leaving the depart-
ment shorthanded and rely-
ing on part-timers to pickup
shifts and full-timers to take
on overtime.

Best said he is glad to
have both officers on staff
and is looking forward to
them assuming regular
shifts.

McGrath joins the force

Photos by Ann Gill

RAISING HIS RIGHT hand and vowing to defend the Constitution, Kevin McGrath was sworn in
as the village of Coal City's newest police patrol officer. Village Clerk Pam Noffsinger presided
over the short ceremony held during the Village Board's May 9 meeting.

Courtesy photo

DINNER IS SERVED—The crew at Coal City Fire Station 1
enjoyed a pan of lasagna prepared by a Diamond resident
who wanted to do something to let the first responders know
they are appreciated. Sitting down for the meal were firefight-
er/paramedics Emily Sniegowski, Jason Gajcak and Jake
Howell. Dinners were also enjoyed by fire and EMS personnel
at Station 2 and officers on duty at the Coal City Police
Department. 

STAFF REPORT

Coal City High School’s production of “Les Miserables,”
is in the running for two Illinois High School Musical
Theater Awards presented by Broadway in Chicago. 

In a video announcement presented by “Hamilton”
Chicago cast members Gabriella Sorrentino and José
Rosario, Jr., the nominees for this year’s awards were pre-
sented including Jack Micetich, Coal City Musical Theatre
Department’s director who has been nominated for Best
Direction.

Micetich is one of five nominees that includes the
directors from Hinsdale South High School, Libertyville
High School, Oak Park-River Forest High School and York
Community High School in Elmhurst. 

“I am extremely grateful and honored to be amongst
these five deserving individuals, but I also have to give cred-
it when credit is due,” Micetich said, pointing out the work
of his student actors and creative team.

“This nomination may list my name but we are a team,
and this nomination is a reflection and victory of our entire
program,” Micetich said.

Coal City’s Musical Theatre Department is also one of
five nominees in the category of Best Scenic Design. The
award is sponsored by SPL  This is the fifth year the award
will be presented. Coal City won the award in 2014 and
2016.

The scenic design of the show was designed and creat-
ed by Celeste Sheridan with assistance from Micetich, the
cast and students enrolled in the theatre tech course.

The other scenic design nominees include Crystal Lake
South for its production of “Peter Pan,” Hinsdale South’s
“Legally Blonde,” Lincon-Way High School’s “Hunchback of
Notre Dame,” and “In the Heights,” presented a Prairie
Ridge High School.

The awards will be presented Monday, June 4 during a
ceremony at the Broadway Playhouse located in Chicago’s
Water Tower Place. 

“Based on the audience reactions and witnessing the
students’ emotional final bow, we’ve already won,” Micetich
said. 

CCHS nominated for musical theater awards

Courtesy photo

COAL CITY HIGH School musical theatre director Jack
Micetich (left) has been nominated for an Illinois High School
Musical Theatre Award in the category of Best Direction for
his work on the school’s production of “Les Miserables.” The
show has also been nominated in the category of Best Scenic
Design, an award the school has won two of the past four
years.  Micetich is pictured with the show’s vocal director
Shanan D’Agostino as they work with featured actor Jon
Englert. 

Photo by Ann Gill

COAL CITY HIGH School senior Kaleb Spreitzer was selected
as the school’s Business Student of the Year. Presented annu-
ally by the business department, the award recognizes a busi-
ness student who displays characteristics and self-motivation
to have a successful future, and one who has taken at least six
semesters of business courses and maintained a B average or
higher. Spreitzer, the son of Keith and Pam Spreitzer, will fur-
ther his education at Illinois Wesleyan University where he
will study accounting. 

Spreitzer lauded by
business instructors

Courtesy photo

COAL CITY INTERMEDI-
ATE School had six stu-
dents selected as Young
Authors this school year.
The students were invit-
ed to take part in a spe-
cial author event on
April 26 at Grizzly Jack's
Grand Bear Resort in
Utica. Student authors
are Jacob Cimino, Nayeli
Clark, Melody Kinder,
Isabella Beyers, Corinna
Barkley and Mackenzie
Croxton. 

CCIS Young Authors recognized 

Crimestoppers of
Grundy County is seeking
information regarding a
Theft that was reported to
the Grundy County Sheriff's
Department. 

The incident occurred
between the late afternoon
and early evening hours on
May 5, 2018 during the
Goose Lake area Garage
Sales. 

The incident occurred
on Shady Lane.  Vintage and
antique valuables were
stolen from the front of a

residence.  
Callers providing infor-

mation to the
Crimestoppers Line at 815-
942-9667 will remain anony-
mous and rewards of up to
$5,000.00 are eligible for
information that leads to an
arrest and filing of criminal
charges on crime occurring
in Grundy County.

Grundy Count Crimestoppers
investigate a theft 

SUBSCRIBE

ONLINE
freepressnewspapers.com

State Sen. Sue Rezin
says considering Illinois'
financial picture, lawmakers
shouldn't receive any pay
raise. Right now, under cur-
rent law, lawmakers would
receive a scheduled Cost of
Living Adjustment, or COLA,
on July 1.

Rezin is co-sponsoring
legislation, House Bill 5760,
that would prohibit that
COLA and ensure lawmak-
ers would not receive any
increase to their daily per

diem and mileage reim-
bursement rate. 

"This is common-sense
legislation and the right
thing to do," Rezin said.
"This should be the easiest
piece of legislation we pass
all year, and I am hopeful we
get this done quickly."

House Bill 5760 passed
the House April 18 with an
overwhelming majority and
is now in the Senate
Government Reform
Committee.  

Rezin against pay raises
for loawmakers

The Cragg Cabin at
Goose Lake Prairie State
Natural Area will provide the
setting for the 33rd annual
Cabin Festival.

Set for on Saturday, June
2, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Cabin Fest is a day to cele-
brate pioneer living on the
prairie in the 1800s. 

Re-enactors in period
dress will demonstrate and
teach throughout the day. 

Wagon rides to and
from the cabin will be avail-

able from the visitor center
parking lot. Guests can also
walk the trails to the cabin.

The visitors center, gift
shop and picnic areas will be
open, as will the food stand.

Cabin Fest is a free fam-
ily event sponsored by CPV
Three Rivers Energy Center
and hosted by the Goose
Lake Prairie Partners..

Goose Lake Prairie State
Natural Area is located at
5010 N. Jugtown Road,
Morris.

Cabin Fest is June 2
at Goose Lake Prairie
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Blake Adams Klarissa Aldridge Courtney Allen Alexander Armstrong Anna Bach Natalie Bajt Julian Balog

These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2018

Skylar Balzuweit Hunter Bannon Rylee Barnhill Kyra Benson Nicholas Berta Darlynn Best Hannah Best

Carter Copes

Lauren Cueller Brendan Cullick Justin Dabulskis Kristyn Daigger Dylan Dearth Delaney Depodesta

Angel Castaneda

Abigail Charles William Cherveny Mackenzie Christensen Nicholas Clavin Casandra Combes Rebecca Connelly

Mackenzie Blair Brett Blecha Mason Borowicz Sadey Brewer Abbey Brown Jacob Caher

Coal City High School Class of 2018

Nicholas Doogan

Story East Emily Easton Angelle Elberts Ryan Elberts Brandon Elliott Jonathan Englert Yehonatan Figueroa
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These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2018

Erica Forehand Emily Frick Austin Friddle Koren Frideres Aaron Garnett

Philipp Kosch Jessica Kroeger

Jacob Krug Javin Kuchar-Christi Megan Lacy Madison Lander Casey Lassiter

Joshua Herrera Lillian Isham

Timothy Jezik Bridget Kauzlaric Brandon Kelly Brenna Kelly Thomas Kenealy

Cassidy Gazda Abbey Gernenz

Russell Gomien Abigail Grena Alison Hall Jessica Hanley Blake Harseim

Coal City High School Class of 2018

Tyler Lauterbur Dylan Legg

James Lightner Clayton Lindemulder Leah Littleton Cameron Lovell Thomas Ludeman Conner Ludwig Elaine Madsen

Savannah Magee Camson Marin Maggie McCullough Trevor McIntire Konner McKinney Shawn McLey Paul McVay
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These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2018

Brendan Nevin Daniel Norton

Karl-Mikeal Oestlund

Samantha Olsen

Kara Olson Birdie Opyd Caitlyn Painter

Hannah Minnick Sonja Minnick Krystle Minski

Sloane Montana Madeline Moore Sarah Moore

Ashley Medina Jessica Meyer Sean Micetich Ashley Miller

Coal City High School Class of 2018

Logan Pierard Ariana Pullara Miranda Ramirez

Sydney Richards Michael Riggs Cade Robson Miranda Rohder

Jared Papach Joseph Pape Emily Perry

Melissa Perry Taylor Peterson Austin Petracek Daniel Phillips

Natalie Schoeneck Serena Schoonveld Noah Shain

Caden Shannon Andrew Shumaker Katelyn Sisk Patrick Slusser Lauren Smith Paul Smith Lillian Solt

Chrystal Moore
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Kaleb Spreitzer Lindsey Stogsdill

These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2018

Lindsay Stopka Ryan Taylor Madeline Tucker Gino Villo

Kaitlyn Wenberg Jocelyn Wendell-Sias Jason Wexelberg Beau Wills Jessica Winslow Adam Wren

Leslie Youskevtch

Coal City High School Class of 2018

Benjamin Sorenson

Graduates not pictured:
Hailey Bulanda
David Gardner
Noah Letterly

Keagan Maxwell
Kobe Shelby

Sydney Zeiter
Nicholas Zuppa

Dalton Wallace

BY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

The Coal City Lady
Coalers soccer team con-
cluded their season
Wednesday in Wilmington,
dropping a regional loss to a
really good Bishop

McNamara team in a 9-4
decision.

Helen Onsen did do her
best though as she saved 10
would-be goals in the loss.

Bridget Kauzlaric went
out with a bang, adding two
more goals to her totals,
putting her at 15 for the
year.

With that last goal,
Kauzlaric tied a school
record for most goals in a
season and will be sorely
missed next season.

Lauren Phillips and
Sarah Moore had the other
goals in the loss. 

Coal City concludes it
season (8-8, 6-3).

Coal City falls to 
Bishop Mac in regionalBY SHAWN LONG

STAFF WRITER

The Coalers could not pull pull one off
against Romeoville in a 4-3 nail-biter on
Wednesday night.

Xander Smith tried his best but fell
short against Martin Rayos de Sol 6-2,6-1.

Logan Barrus got beat also in singles
action by Jacob Armea 6-1,6-0

In doubles, they split the winnings as
match #1 and #2 belonged to Romeoville but
matches three, four and five belonged to the
Coalers.

In match #3, Layne Hopper-Gavyn
Williams were too much for Derrick Perkins-
Nathan Ashfield in a 6-0,6-1 decision.

Alex Gernenz-Tyler Johnson defeated

Michael Lane-Kryzstof Noga 6-2,4-6.
Finally, Cody Rodgers-Anthony Ercoli best-
ed Eric Wojdyla-Mavricio Herrerra, 6-0,6-1.

Coal City 4, Kankakee 1
The Coaler tennis team got revenge

against Kankakee  with a big win.
Smith started it off in singles taking the

cake with a 6-1,6-2 victory over Bob Pentuic
Barrus won his match as well with a 6-

1,6-1 decision over Brian Zavala.
Even though Kankakee did take one

doubles match defeating  Dimitrijevich-
Overton, Coal City took the rest as
Gagliardo-Wren defeated William Wilson-
Antonio Walsh in match two 6-3,6-1. 

In match three, Hopper-Williams
defeated the team of Luis Jimenez-David
Sun to seal the day 6-4,6-2

Coaler tennis split week

BY JON ENGLERT
STUDENT REPORTER

As the school year draws to a close,
Coal City High School seniors reflect on the
past four years. These nostalgic students
acknowledge that school means more than
just math lessons and science homework. 

Coal City High School has been a sec-
ond home to many students for years, and
saying good-bye at graduation may be a
difficult task. With graduation day on
Sunday, a few seniors look back on their
high school experience, providing insight
for incoming freshmen.

Throughout her high school career,
Kenzie Christensen has learned that hard
work pays off in the end, saying “High
school has thoroughly prepared me for my
next steps toward college.” 

After graduation, Christensen is look-
ing forward to having a stable job and sup-
porting herself financially, while also
attending college to eventually become an
X-ray technician. 

When asked if she could go back in

time and give her freshman-self some
advice, she said, “Do not worry about what
everyone else thinks of you. You are your
own person and remember not to fall
behind on your school work.” 

These are some wise words of advice
for all incoming freshmen.

Brendan Nevin is also a part of the
senior class of 2018. The past four years
have taught him leadership skills, as well as
how to be hardworking and respectful. 

Nevin mentions his teachers and
coaches were prevalent influences on his
life. 

He reminisces about how fun it was to
see his friends every day, and he will miss

them dearly. 
Nevin looks forward to working his

summer away with his dad and saving
money for college. 

He would like incoming freshmen to
know, “Every part of high school counts, so
try your best in everything you do.”

Numerous seniors described this
year’s graduating class as being passionate.
The class of 2018 is known for its school
spirit and immense pride.

Many of these students are incredibly
involved with clubs and organizations the
school has to offer, ranging between FBLA,
to basketball, to Footnotes. 

This class has proven its determina-
tion to do great things and has been dili-
gent in all of their activities and school
work. These Coalers are nothing if not pas-
sionate for this town and this school. 

These seniors love Coal City and bleed
green and gold. They are sad to leave high
school behind, but the teachers and staff of
Coal City High School bid them good luck
as they embark on the next chapters of
their lives.

Graduating Coalers bid high school a fond farewell
“DO NOT WORRY ABOUT WHAT

EVERYONE ELSE THINKS OF YOU. 
YOU ARE YOUR OWN PERSON

AND REMEMBER NOT TO FALL
BEHIND ON YOUR SCHOOL WORK.” 

KENZIE CHRISTENSEN
COAL CITY HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR

www.freepressnewspapers.com
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Felix Township annual
audit report available

PUBLIC NOTICE
Felix Township Annual Audit Report

Available for Public Inspection
An audit of the funds of the Felix

Township for the year ending March 31,
2018 has been completed by the audit
firm of Mack & Associates, P.C., certi-
fied public accountants. 

A copy of the audit report has
been filed with the Grundy County Clerk
and is available for public inspection
between the hours of 8:00 am and 3:30
pm at the Felix Township Building locat-
ed at 6525 East Whitetie Road, Coal
City, IL 60416.

Sincerely, 
Tawnya R. Mack
Mack & Associates, PC
Published in the Coal City

Courant on May 16, 2018.

Hometown Storage to 
dispose of property

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-
634-3333 hereby is asserting a
Possessory Lien in pursuant to your
contract and the State of Illinois Self-
Service Facility Act.

Tenant: Nicole Farran, 427 W.
French St., Trailer #2, Streator, IL.
61364, Unit #33.

If unpaid rental charges, late fees
and associated charges are not paid for
in full by May 31, 2018 the property, will
be sold to satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on May 16, & 23, 2018

Foreclosure sale of 1584 Carol Anne Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR ARGENT
SECURITIES INC., ASSET- BACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2006-M2; Plaintiff, vs. DALE D. GILLISPIE; CHRISTINE P. GILLISPIE; ILLINOIS
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY; COLLECTION PROFESSIONALS, INC.;
Defendants, 15 CH 75

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure

entered in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on
Wednesday, June 20, 2018, at the hour of 2:00 p.m. in the office of Donald F. Black,
201 Liberty Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450, sell to the highest bidder for
cash, the following described mortgaged real estate:

LOT 117 IN BRISTOL POINTE SUBDIVISION FIRST ADDITION, BEING A
PART OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, CITY OF MORRIS AS
DELINEATED ON THE PLAT OF SUBDIVISION RECORDED OCTOBER 21, 1998
IN PLAT CABINET G AT SLIDE 132 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 367092, IN
GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 1584 Carol Anne Drive, Morris, IL 60450.
P.I.N. 02-32-403-005.
The improvement on the property consists of a single family residence. If the

subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a common interest community, the pur-
chaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by
subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Condominium Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by certified
funds. No refunds.

The property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Ms. Nicole Fox at Plaintiff's Attorney, Potestivo &

Associates, P.C., 251 Diversion Street, Rochester, Michigan 48307. (248) 853-4400
ext 1200. File Number C14-12268
I3086688

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, May 16, 23 and 30, 2018.

Attorney Black files
Ruffatti estate claim

notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2018 P 34

In the Matter of the Estate of
Paul L. Ruffatti,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Paul L. Ruffatti. Letters of
office as Independent Executor were
issued to Lorraine Ruffatti, 465 N.
Broadway, Coal City, Illinois, 60416,
whose attorney is FRANK J. BLACK,
BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty Street,
Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or both,
within six months from the date of the
first publication of this notice or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has been filed.

LORRAINE RUFFATTI
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on May 16, 23 & 30, 2018

Felix Township Treasurer’s report on file

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT

I, Richard J. Onsen, Treasurer of Felix Township, Grundy County, Illinois,
being duly sworn, depose and say that the following statement is a correct report for
the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2017 and ending March 31, 2018

Subscribed and sworn to this 9th day of May 2018.
Cash balance, April 1, 2017 ........................................................................$777,726
Income:

Property taxes.........................................................313,933
Illinois replacement income taxes...............................6,556
Interest Income ...........................................................2,097
Motor Fuel Tax..........................................................23,873
Rent Income ..................................................................600
Insurance Reimbursement..........................................1,329
Miscellaneous .............................................................2,670

Total Income ..................................................................................................351,058
Available cash balance ...............................................................................1,128,784
Expenditures

Payroll: Salaries and Wages 0-$25,000 ...................66,545
A&E Septic..................................................................2,800
Anderson Concrete.....................................................8,000
B.P. .............................................................................2,685
Bob McGuinn ..............................................................5,600
Bohac Excavating .......................................................4,600
Broadway Auto Salvage .............................................2,631
Compass Materials .....................................................2,607
D Construction ..........................................................10,881
Elliott Electric ..............................................................3,542
Grainco FS..................................................................8,935
Greenfield Contractors..............................................33,785
Grundy County Collector ............................................8,520
Illinois Department of Revenue ..................................3,162
Internal Revenue Service .........................................17,487
Johnke Tree Service...................................................2,600
Mack & Associates .....................................................3,375
Maintenance Coating..................................................3,445
Motor Fuel Tax Expenditures ...................................23,389
Morton Salt .................................................................3,424
NJS Enterprises..........................................................5,000
Union Hill Sales ........................................................21,150
Toirman.......................................................................6,246
Misc. (under $2,500).................................................20,188

Total Expenditures .........................................................................................270,597
Cash Balance, March 31, 2018 ...................................................................$858,187

I, Patricia L. Christensen, Town Clerk of Felix Township, Grundy County,
Illinois do hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the Annual Treasurer’s
Report for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2018.

Richard J. Onsen, Treasurer
Patricia L. Christensen, Clerk

(1) Payroll Detail, 0-$25,000: M. Onsen, P. Christensen, D. Allen, Ri. Onsen,
P. Kodat, J. D’Arcy, A. Tjelle, Ry. Onsen., G. Lissy Sr., K. Bumgardner, J. Lissy, T.
Sayers, C. Bumgardner, K. Kodat, T. Cavaness, E. Bonnivier

Published in the Coal City Courant on May 16, 2018.

Felix Township to hold
town budget hearing

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON

TOWNSHIP BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a ten-

tative budget and appropriation ordi-
nance for the township of Felix in the
county of Grundy, State of Illinois, for
the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2018
and ending March 31, 2019 will be on
file and available to public inspection at
Felix Township Office, 6525 E. Whitetie
Rd. Coal City, IL on Monday, May 14,
2018 or Call Patti Christensen- Clerk or
Richard Onsen- Supervisor for an
appointment at 815-634-7288.

Notice is further given hereby that
a public hearing on said budget and
appropriation ordinance will be held at
6:00 o’clock p.m. Wednesday, June 13,
2018 at the Felix Township Office and
that final action on this ordinance will be
taken at a meeting to be held on
Wednesday, June 13, 2018

Dated this 11th day of May, 2018
Richard Onsen- Supervisor
Patricia L. Christensen-clerk
Published in the Coal City

Courant on May 16, 2018

Felix Township to
hold road district
budget hearing

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON TOWNSHIP ROAD 
DISTRICT BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that a ten-
tative budget and appropriation ordi-
nance for road purposes for the town-
ship of Felix in the county of Grundy,
State of Illinois, for the fiscal year begin-
ning April 1, 2018 and ending March 31,
2019 will be on file and available to pub-
lic inspection at Felix Township Office,
6525 E. Whitetie Rd. Coal City, IL on
Monday, May 14, 2018 or Call Patti
Christensen Clerk or Richard Onsen
Supervisor for an appointment at 815-
634-7288.

Notice is further given hereby that
a public hearing on said budget and
appropriation ordinance will be held at
6:00 o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, June
13, 2018 at the Felix Township Office
and that final action on this ordinance
will be taken at a meeting to be held on
Wednesday, June 13 ,2018.

Dated this 11th day of May, 2018
Richard Onsen-Supervisor
Patricia L. Christensen-Clerk
Published in the Coal City

Courant on May 16, 2018.

Kodakk Cuts files as
new business

PUBLIC NOTICE
Assumed Name

Publication Notice
Public Notice is hereby given that

on MAY 7, A.D. 2018, a certificate was
filed in the Office of the County Clerk of
Grundy County, Illinois, setting forth
names and post-office addresses of all
of the persons owning, conducting and
transacting the business known as
KODAKK Cuts, located at 1721
Parklane Drive, Apt. 2F, Morris, IL
60450.
Dated this 7th day of May, A.D. 2018.
Kay T. Olson, Grundy County Clerk

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Wednesday, May 9, 16 and
23, 2018.

Attorney Fillenwarth
files Villa divorce

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN RE; THE MARRIAGE OF

AUDREY A. VILLA, Petitioner, v. KIRK
W. VILLA, Respondent, NO 17-D-170

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF
MARRIAGE NOTICE

TO: KIRK W. VILLA
Take notice that a Petition for

Dissolution of Marriage was filed in the
Circuit Court of Grundy County, Illinois.

Now, therefore, unless you, KIRK
W. VILLA, file your answer to the
Petition in said suit or otherwise file your
appearance therein, in the said Circuit
Court of Grundy County, 111 E.
Washington Street, Morris, Illinois
60450, on or before June 9, 2018, a
default may be entered against you at
any time after that date and a judgment
entered in accordance with the prayer of
said Petition.

ANGELA M. FILLENWARTH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ANGELA M. FILLENWARTH
BOGGS & FILLENWARTH, LTD.
211 E. JEFFERSON STREET
SUITE A
MORRIS, IL 60450
815-416-0204
amf.boggslaw@att.net
ARDC #6229237

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Wednesday, May 9, 16 and
23, 2018.Foreclosure of 821 W. Jackson St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for Morgan Stanley Home
Equity Loan Trust 2005-2 Mortgage Pass Through Certificates, Series 2005-2
Plaintiff, Vs. William P. Butcher as Special Representative of Gary L. Yard
(DECEASED), Richard J. Black, George R. Black, Heather Henzel, Jeffrey Alford,
Troy Yard, Brent Yard, Matthew Yard, Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Gary L. Yard,
Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants, Defendants.17 CH 58

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU: MATTHEW YARD, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND

LEGATEES OF GARY L. YARD, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS

That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other
defendants, praying for the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premis-
es described as follows, to-wit:

LOT 21 IN GORMLEY`S SUBDIVISION OF ORIGINAL BLOCK 4 IN C.H.
AND H.C. GOOLD`S ADDITION TO MORRIS; IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 821 WEST JACKSON STREET, MORRIS, IL
60450

PIN # 05-04.376.010
and which said Mortgage was made by:
GARY L YARD, AN UNMARRIED MAN, the Mortgagor(s), to Mortgage

Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. ("MERS") as nominee for First NLC Financial
Services, LLC as Mortgagee, and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds
of GRUNDY County, IL, as Document No. 447439; and for other relief; that sum-
mons was duly issued out of said Court against you as provided by law and that the
said suit is now pending.

YOU MAY STILL BE ABLE TO SAVE YOUR HOME. DO NOT IGNORE THIS
DOCUMENT. By order of the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of the Thirteenth
Judicial Circuit, this case is set for Mandatory Mediation on May 18, 2018 at 10:00
AM in the law library at the Grundy County Court, 111 E Washington St. RM 30
Morris, IL 60450. A lender representative will be present along with a court appoint-
ed mediator to discuss options that you may have and to pre-screen you for a poten-
tial mortgage modification.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE MEDIATION DATE GIVEN OR YOUR RIGHT
TO MEDIATION WILL TERMINATE.

NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your
appearance in this case in the Office of the Clerk of this Court,
Corri Trotter
Clerk of the Circuit Court
111 E. Washington Street, Morris, IL 60450
on or before June 8, 2018, A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU AT
ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COMPLAINT.
Potestivo & Associates, P.C.
223 W Jackson Blvd., Suite 610
Chicago, IL 60606
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act you are advised that this
law firm is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt and any infor-
mation obtained will be used for that purpose.
Our File No.: 106271
I3086048 

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, May 9, 16 and 23, 2018.

Foreclosure of 1050 E. 5th St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC PLAINTIFF Vs. Jessica R. Krohn; Unknown Owners
and Nonrecord Claimants DEFENDANTS 2018CH28

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU: Jessica R. Krohn, Unknown Owners and

Nonrecord Claimants
That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other

defendants, praying for the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premis-
es described as follows, to-wit:

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1050 E 5th St., Coal City, IL 60416
and which said Mortgage was made by: Jessica R. Krohn
the Mortgagor(s), to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as

Nominee for Stearns Lending, LLC, as Mortgagee, and recorded in the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds of Grundy County, Illinois, as Document No. 555272; and for
other relief; that summons was duly issued out of said Court against you as provid-
ed by law and that the said suit is now pending.

YOU MAY STILL BE ABLE TO SAVE YOUR HOME. DO NOT IGNORE THIS
DOCUMENT.

By order of the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of the Thirteenth Judicial
Circuit, this case is set for Mandatory Mediation on 6/15/18 at 10 am at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL 60450. A lender representa-
tive will be present along with a court appointed mediator to discuss options that you
may have and to pre-screen you for a potential mortgage modification. For further
information on the mediation process, please see the attached

NOTICE OF MANDATORY MEDIATION.YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE
MEDIATION DATE GIVEN OR YOUR RIGHT TO MEDIATION WILL TERMINATE.

NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your
appearance in this case in the Office of the Clerk of this Court,
Corri Trotter
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Grundy County
111 East Washington Street, Room 30
P.O. Box 707
Morris, IL 60450

on or before June 8, 2018, A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU
AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COMPLAINT.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-18-01386
NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector.
I3086154 

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, May 9, 16 and 23, 2018.

Foreclosure of 25517 S. Mallard Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Quicken Loans, Inc Plaintiff, Vs. William P. Butcher as Special Representative of
David Poole A/K/A David H. Poole (DECEASED); Hunter`s Crossing Homeowners
Association; Alyssa Spier; Brittany Swan; Susan Poole; Unknown Heirs And
Legatees Of David Poole AKA David H Poole; Unknown Owners and Non-Record
Claimants Defendants. 17 CH 17

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU:
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF DAVID POOLE AKA DAVID H

POOLE
ALYSSA SPIER
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other

defendants, praying for the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premis-
es described as follows, to-wit:

LOT 13 IN HENNEBERRY FARM P.U.D. UNIT 2, A SUBDIVISION OF PART
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH,
RANGE 8 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED MAY 8, 2000 AS DOCUMENT NO. 381587 AND
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION RECORDED JULY 6, 2000 AS DOCUMENT NO.
383584,IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 25517 SOUTH MALLARD DRIVE, CHANNAN-
HON, IL 60410

PIN # 03-13-278-012
and which said Mortgage was made by:
DAVID H. POOLE, AN UNMARRIED MAN, the Mortgagor(s), to MERS is

Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. MERS is a separate corporation that
is acting solely as a nominee for Lender and Lender `s successors and assigns as
Mortgagee, and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of GRUNDY
County, IL, as Document No. 558892; and for other relief; that summons was duly
issued out of said Court against you as provided by law and that the said suit is now
pending.

YOU MAY STILL BE ABLE TO SAVE YOUR HOME. DO NOT IGNORE
THIS DOCUMENT. By order of the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of the THIR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS this case is set for Mandatory Mediation on
Friday June 8, 2018 at the GRUNDY COUNTY COURTHOUSE 111 E Washington
Street, Morris, IL 60450. A lender representative will be present along with a court
appointed mediator to discuss options that you may have and to pre-screen you for
a potential mortgage modification.

YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE MEDIATION DATE GIVEN OR YOUR RIGHT
TO MEDIATION WILL TERMINATE

NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your
appearance in this case in the Office of the Clerk of this Court,
Corri Trotter
Clerk of the Circuit Court
111 E. Washington Street, Morris, IL 60450
on or before June 1, 2018, A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU AT
ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COMPLAINT.
Potestivo & Associates, P.C.
223 W Jackson Blvd., Suite 610
Chicago, IL 60606

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act you are advised that
this law firm is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt and any
information obtained will be used for that purpose.
Our File No.: 104122
I3085834 

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, May 2, 9 and 16, 2018.

Sheriff’s sale of 930 Wauponsee St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

GRUNDY COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY Plaintiff, -v.- JAMES W. VAN-
BIBBLER AKA JAMES W. VAN BIBBER AKA JAMES W. VANBIBBER AKA JAMES
VANBIBBER Defendant 17 CH 97

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of

Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on March 14, 2018, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 9:00 AM on June 15, 2018, at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 East Washington Street front door entrance, MORRIS, IL,
60450, sell at public auction to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

LOT 1 IN BLOCK 3 (EXCEPT THE WEST 27.32 FEET THEREOF) IN
CHAPIN'S ADDITION SECOND TO MORRIS AND THAT PORTION OF LOT 16 IN
FREEMAN'S ADDITION TO MORRIS AS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED: BEGIN-
NING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT, THENCE WEST ALONG
THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT WHICH IS THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID FREE-
MAN'S ADDITION 116.18 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE NORTH PARALLEL WITH
THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 2.2 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE IN A NORTH-
EASTERLY DIRECTION 115.48 FEET TO A POINT IN THE EAST LINE OF SAID
LOT THAT IS 12.13 FEET NORTHWESTERLY FROM THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 12.13
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.         

Commonly known as 930 WAUPONSEE STREET, Morris, IL 60450
Property Index No. 05-04-279-010; 05-04-426-006.
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $54,849.81. 
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of the

sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be accept-
ed. The balance in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general real estate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without
any representation as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff
and in  AS IS  condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a Certificate
of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirmation
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished to
check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, or a unit which is part of a common inter-
est community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal fees required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  In accordance with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(h-1) and (h-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you
are hereby notified that the purchaser of the property, other than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and legal fees required by subsections (g)(1) and (g)(4) of sec-
tion 9 and the assessments required by subsection (g-1) of section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property Act. 

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver's
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure
sale room in Cook County and the same identification for sales held at other county
venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact the sales department, Anselmo Lindberg &
Associates, LLC, 1771 W. Diehl Road, Suite 120, NAPERVILLE, IL 60563, (630)
453-6960  For bidding instructions, visit www.AnselmoLindberg.com. Please refer to
file number F17100100.  
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day sta-
tus report of pending sales.
Anselmo Lindberg & Associates, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Road, Suite 120
NAPERVILLE, IL 60563
(630) 453-6960 
E-Mail: foreclosurenotice@anselmolindberg.com
Attorney File No. F17100100
Attorney ARDC No. 3126232
Case Number: 17 CH 97
TJSC#: 38-2579

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised
that Plaintiff s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, May 2, 9 and 16, 2018.

Hynds, Yohnka, Bzdill &
McInerney, LLC file

Gerstung estate
claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION

No. 2018 P 32
In the Matter of the Estate of
Florence L. Gerstung,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Florence L. Gerstung.
Letters of office were issued to April S.
Gerstung, whose address is 2015 West
Southmor Road, Morris, IL 60450 as
Independent Representative, whose
attorney of record is HYNDS, YOHNKA,
BZDILL & MCINERNEY, LLC, 105 West
Main Street, Morris, Illinois 60450.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless under
Section 28-4 of the Probate Act of 1975
any interested person terminates inde-
pendent administration at any time by
mailing or delivering a petition to termi-
nate to the Clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 East
Washington Street, Room 30, Morris,
Illinois, or with the representative, or
both, on or before the 7th day of
November, 2018 or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the representative is
required by Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with
the clerk must be mailed or delivered by
the claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after it
has been filed.
Hynds, Yohnka, Bzdill 
& McInerney, LLC
105 West Main Street
P. O. Box 685
Morris, IL 60450
Phone: 815-942-0049

Published in the Coal City
Courant on May 2, 9 and 16, 2018.

Attorney Black files Joyce
estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2018P31

In the Matter of the Estate of
Michael H. Joyce,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Michael H. Joyce. Letters of
office as Independent Executor were
issued to Elaine G. Joyce, 645 Lake St.,
P.O. Box 463, South Wilmington, Illinois
60474, whose attorney is DONALD F.
BLACK, BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty
Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or both,
within six months from the date of the
first publication of this notice or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has been filed.

ELAINE G. JOYCE
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Donald F. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on May 2, 9 and 16, 2018

Attorney Longest files 
Hufstedler estate claim

notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate of
PEGGY HUFSTEDLER,
Deceased
No. 1 P 23

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of the

death of PEGGY HUFSTEDLER.
Letters of Administration were issued to
ROBERT HUFSTEDLER, whose
address is 3015 North Will Road, Coal
City, IL 60416 as Independent
Administrator whose attorney of record
is GLORIA M. LONGEST, 385 S.
Broadway Street, Coal City, Illinois. 

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 E. Washington
Street, P.O. Box 707, Morris, Illinois
60450, or with the representative  or
both, on or before the 2nd day of
November, 2018, or if mailing or deliv-
ery of a notice from the representative is
required by Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. 

Any claim not filed on or before
that date is barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within ten
(10) days after it has been filed. 

Robert Hufstedler
Independent  Administrator of the
Estate of PEGGY HUFSTEDLER

Gloria M. Longest 
385 S. Broadway Street
Coal City, Illinois 60416
815-634-0000
815-634-2641 – facsimile

Published in the Coal City
Courant on May 2, 9 and 16, 2018.

Attorney Wilson files 
Starr estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE

No. 18 P 14
In the Matter of the Estate of
Kara Elise Starr,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of KARA ELISE STARR of
Minooka, IL. On February 27, 2018
Letters of administration as Special
Administrator and personal representa-
tive were issued to RICHARD N.
STARR of 212 Beechwood Dr.,
Minooka, IL 60447, whose attorney is
Claire M. Wilson, P.O. Box 344,
Channahon, IL 60410.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL 60450
within six months from the date of the
first publication of this notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.
Claire M. Wilson
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 344
Channahon, IL 60410
815-467-1184

Published in the Coal City
Courant on May 2, 9 and 16, 2018.

Coal Bin to dispose 
of property

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, that pur-
suant to Section 40 of the Self-Storage
Facility Act, State of Illinois, a sale or
other disposition of property will be held
at the Coal Bin Self Storage, Inc., 655 S.
Marguerite St., Coal City, IL  on May 30,
2018, 10 a.m., to sell or dispose of the
personal property of the following per-
son, Kris Zink, 20 Arlington Dr.,
Diamond, IL, to enforce a lien for stor-
age pursuant to the self-storage facility
act, in the amount of $300, plus attorney
fees and costs.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on May 16 and 23, 2018.

The Coal City Public
Library will kick off the
Summer Reading Program
on Saturday, May 19 and will
run through July 14. 

This year's theme is
“Libraries Rock!”  The
Summer Reading Program is
open to all ages and each
department has separate
prizes for their age group.

The event calendar can
be viewed online at
ccpld.org and is packed with
activities for all ages. Come
to the library and beat sum-
mer boredom.  

Help keep kids reading
all summer long and help
your children keep the read-
ing skills they learned over
the school year.  

The library will offer
family fun events including
Furry Friends, a talent show,
mini-golf, ice cream social
and some new fun programs
that tie in with the “Libraries
Rock” theme. 

Children who complete
the program will earn a free
ticket to Splash Station for
themselves and their par-
ents. 

Stop by the library to
register beginning Saturday,
May 19.

Summer
reading kicks
off Saturday
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BY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

The varsity Coalers
hosted Bradley-Bourbonnais
and got a 5-2 win, thanks to a
quality start on the mound
from Justin Dabulskis.

The Coalers (28-5, 14-2)
scored three in the first
inning to energize the
crowd.Beau Wills began the
rally walloping a double into
the gap. Blake Harseim fol-
lowed that drawing the four
wide ones to put runners on
first and second with one
out.

Austin Friddle ripped a
triple over the center field-
er’s head scoring both Wills
and Harseim in the process.

Carter Copes then took
a room service fastball right
back from where it came,
plating Friddle giving the
Coalers the early three run
lead.

Danny Phillips hit a lit-
tle bleeder in between the
hole on the right side scoring
Austin Pullara in the fourth
inning to extend the lead to
4-0.

A wild pitch plated
Brendan Nevin in the fifth to
give the Coalers a good five
run cushion.

Jenmar homered in the
sixth for Bradley but those
were the only runs they
could muster getting shut-
down by Dabulskis.

He went 6.1 innings,
giving up two runs on just
three hits while striking out
six and walking three. 

Friddle had a strong
performance driving in two
runs.

Copes, Wills, Harseim,
Phillips, and Sean Micetich
also had hits for the Coalers.

The Colaers will travel
to Lasalle Peru on
Wednesday. 

Coal City 10,
Rochester 4

The Coalers traveled to
Rochester for a late after-
noon game, finishing on a
strong note thanks to a
strong performance from
Pullara.

The Coalers racked up
seven runs in the second
inning to give themselves an
early six run lead after
Rochester grabbed the lead
in the first.

Copes singled into left
to begin the rally after the
double play. Then, Phillips
drew the walk giving them a
runner in scoring position.
Drew Moir doubled in Copes
tying it at one.

Hutchings drove in both
Phillips and Moir inside out-
ing a pitch into right field to
give them the lead.

Then, after two consec-
utive walks to Keegan
Gagliardo and Harseim,
Pullara punished a fastball
into the gap bringing home
all three runners as they
jumped out in front by five.

The next batter Best sin-
gled home Pullara giving
them a six run cushion.

Rochester got two runs
back in the bottom half to
narrow the gap to four.

Rochester scored again
in the third on a home run to
make it just a three run
game.

Pullara dialed long dis-
tance in the fifth inning to
give them back the momen-
tum extending their lead
back to four.

They were able to score
two more times but they
were just add on runs as
Rochester was unable to
claw their way back.

Best got the win for the
Coalers. 

He tallied 6.0 innings on
the mound, giving up four
runs on nine hits while strik-
ing out seven and walking
four.

Pullara had a big 2-for-4
four RBI day for the Coalers
blasting a home run in the
win.

Hutchings also drove in
two runs.

Danny Caruso,
Harseim, Best, Mickey
McDowell, Copes, and Drew
Moir also recorded hits for
the Coalers.

Coal City 6
Pleasant Plaines 2

The Coalers triumphed
over Pleasant Plaines, due to
a big four-run sixth inning.

The Coalers came out
swinging, getting two in the
first inning to draw first
blood.

Hutchings hacked a
double into left to lead off
the inning. A wild pitch
advanced him to third.

Then, Gagliardo did his

job inside outing a pitch to
the first basemen, plating
Hutchings on the RBI
groundout. Pullara singled
with two outs to keep the
line moving. A big Nevin
double brought him home
giving the Coalers the quick
lead.

Pleasant Plaines got one
back in the top of their sec-
ond inning making it a 2-1
ballgame.

Then, after two score-
less, the Coalers had their
biggest inning in the
sixth.They knocked in four
in the sixth inning to widen
their lead.

Pullara began the sixth
with a single that found its
way in between the short-
stop and second baseman.

Pullara stole second
base, getting himself in scor-
ing position. Nevin took the
free pass giving them run-
ners on first and second with
still nobody out. Wills bloop
a single into right just over
the first baseman’s head
plating Pullara from third.

A couple of batters later,
Spreitzer smacked a double
into the left center field gap
scoring Moir from second
base. 

That was followed by a
big Micetich double plating
Spreitzer.

Hutchings kept the train
moving singling in Wendler
from second base to give the
Coalers a four run lead.

Pleasant Plaines was
unable to comeback in the
seventh inning as Gagliardo
shut them down securing
the big win for the Coalers.

He went 7.0 innings,
giving up two runs on five
hits while striking out five
and walking three.

Hutchings and Pullara
had big days at the dish.

Hutchings went 3-for-4
driving a run and Pullara was
3-for-3 scoring two times.

Nevin, Wills, Spreitzer,
and Micetich also had hits
for the Coalers.

Coal City 7 
Wilmington 1

After four innings of
scoreless work for both Jones
and Hutchings, the Coalers
would rally in the fifth inning
to score five runs taking the
lead for good.

Wills reached on an
error by the second baseman
Dempsay to begin the
inning.

Friddle drew the walk
giving them runners on first
and second with nobody
out.

A bunt off the bat of
Copes scooted past the
pitcher, Jones’ glove loading
the bags for the Coalers.

Hutchings crowded the
plate getting hit forcing in
the opening tally.

A couple of batters later,
Harseim smoked a first pitch
fastball into center scoring
both Dabulskis and
Hutchings.

Gagliardo scored from
third on Wilmington’s sec-
ond error of the inning.

The ‘Cats commited
another error making it
three in the inning plating
Harseim from third putting
the Coalers ahead by five.

A big Micetich double
added two big runs in the
seventh inning to give them
a big 7-0 lead.

The ‘Cats did scratch
out one run of their own in
the seventh but that was not
enough as Hutchings shut
them down .

Hutchings was domi-
nant all game getting the
win.

He went 7.0 innings,
giving up just the one run on
three hits while striking out
nine ‘Cats and walking three.

Harseim and Micetich
had big days, each going 1-
for-3 while driving in two
runs apiece.

Dabulskis, Copes,
Friddle, and Wills also col-
lected hits for the Coalers.

Coal City 5
Lisle 8 

After a 14-game win
streak, the Coalers took a
game down to the wire and

could not come up success-
ful due to a three-run six
from the Lions.

Gagliardo started it out
for the Coalers as he singled
in the first inning.

Two consecutive singles
off the bats of Harseim and
Pullara loaded the bases for
the Coalers with only one
man out.

Friddle slapped a
grounder to short and he
would get out on the fielder’s
choice but Gagliardo scored
to give the Coalers the early
lead.

The Lions got one back
in the bottom of the inning
to tie it up on an RBI double. 

Then after two scoreless
innings, the Coalers scored
three to take th lead in the
fourth inning. 

Friddle drew a walk ot
lead off the inning. 

Wills followed that
reaching on an error on a
ball that was mishandled by
the shortstop. 

Friddle breaks for the
plate on the executed fire
play as Wills tries to steal
second at the same time. 

Friddle scored on a suc-
cessful steal of home. 

Following the double
steal, Spreitzer laced a ball
down the left field line plat-
ing Wills from second in the
process.

Spreitzer would get him
self 90 feet away from the
error by the catcher and

scored on the very next pitch
in the dirt to put the Coalers
ahead by three runs.

Lisle four runs back in
the fifth inning to take the
lead back from the Coalers
highlighted by a big RBI dou-
ble. 

Coal City came back to
tie it at five in the sixth
inning on a Hutchings RBI
single plating Dabulskis giv-
ing them a brand new ball-
game.

The Lions would rally in
their half of the sixth scoring
three and shut the Coalers
down in the seventh to take
the game.

Dabulskis suffered the
loss on the bump tallying 1.2
inning, giving up six runs
(five earned) on seven hits
while striking out one batter. 

Spreitzer and Hutchings
both went 1-for-4 driving in
a run apiece. 

Harseim, Pullara,
Dabulskis, and Micetich also
collected hits for the Coalers.

Coal City 12
Plano 1

The Coalers pulverized
Plano thanks to a big five run
fifth making it 14 straight
wins.

The Coalers ignited the
board in the third scoring
two to take the lead.

Micetich singled to
begin the inning and was
brought around third on a
Harseim RBI triple. 

Following that play,

Pullara hit the RBI ground-
out scoring Harseim in the
process as the Coalers
jumped out to a 2-0 lead.

They started the fourth
inning the same way as Wills
lead off the inning with a
single. 

He was advanced into
scoring position on the walk
to Friddle.

Then, the RBI ground-
out off the bat of Dabulskis
scored Wills.

That was followed by an
RBI triple off the bat of
Micetich scoring Friddle to
give them a four run lead.

The Coalers scored five
in the fifth to really put this
one out of hand giving them
the 9-0 run.

The Reapers did not
score until the top of the sev-
enth but it would be too late
by then. 

Wills secured the win on
the bump tallying 5.0
innings not letting up a hit
while striking out seven and
walking three.

Nevin had a 2-for-4 day
at the dish with a double and
two runs driven in.

Micetich had a big day
as well with a big RBI triple
in this one and Harseim had
a three hit day with two runs
driven in.

Friddle was on all four
times scoring two runs while
walking twice.

Wills and Pullara also
had hits in this big win.

Coalers ready for regional by boiling the Boilermakers

Photo by Pam Spreitzer

PAYTON HUTCHINGS hurls the ball into the catcher’s mitt during a big conference win Friday
against Wilmington.

Photo by Pam Spreitze

DREW MOIR gives chase to a ball in the gap during Friday’s
home game against Wilmington.

HIGH POP FLY Coalers’ first
baseman Justin Dabulskis
squeezes an out during a
game where every run count-
ed.
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BY SHAWN LONG
staff writer

It was a clash of rivals
Friday when Coal City host-
ed Wilmington in a softball
contest that had fans on
both sides cheering. In the
end the Lady Coalers came
out victorious thanks to a six
run sixth inning in the 12-7
win.

The Lady Coalers (13-
14) knocked in three runs in
the first inning to gain the
lead.

Leslie Youskevtch sin-
gled to begin the
rally.Kristyn Daigger scored
her pinch runner on a drilled
double into the gap to give
them the lead.

Kenzie Christensen sin-
gled in  Daigger to increase
their lead.

She later scored on a
wild pitch to put them ahead
by three runs.

Wilmington got two
runs back in the top of the
second inning to narrow the
gap to just one. 

Wilmington took the
lead in the third on a two-
run home run.

Daigger left the yard for
her own two run dinger giv-
ing the Lady Coalers back
the one run lead.

They scored one more
in the fourth inning on an
error before Wilmington
regained the lead with a
four- run inning in this
shootout of a ballgame.

The Lady Coalers jolted
the scoreboard for six in the
bottom of the sixth inning
leading to the eventual win
as the ‘Cats were unable to
claw their way back.

Sam Olsen began the

inning by lining a pitch right
back from where it came for
a single. Melissa Perry dou-
bled advancing Olsen to
third, putting two runners in
scoring position with just
one out.

Olsen scored on a wild
pitch. That followed with a
Natalie Teague RBI single
plating Madelaine Ragain to
give them back the lead.

After a walk to Paityn
Smith, Teague stole home
and Madison Emerson
smacked a pitch into left to
keep the line moving.

A sacrifice fly off the bat
of Youskevtch scored Smith.

Then a big two-run sin-
gle off the bat of Christensen
provided the big blow scor-
ing both Emerson and Abbie
Cullick to give them a five-
run cushion.

They would go on to
secure the win behind the
arm of Youskevtch. She went
3.0 innings, letting up three
runs on six hits while strik-
ing out one and walking one.

Daigger and
Christensen drove in three
runs in the win. Youskevtch,
Emerson, Perry, and Teague
also had hits for the Lady
Coalers.

Coal City 2, Morris 1
The Lady Coalers tri-

umphed over Morris behind
the shutdown effort of Smith
in the circle.

After two scoreless
innings, the Lady Coalers
scratched across a run.

Smith scored on an
error by the second basemen
on a liner off the bat of
Cullick to give Coal City the
lead.

They would get one
more in the following inning

widening their lead to two
on an RBI single off the bat
of Christensen scoring
Emerson.

Morris got their run in
the seventh but it was too

late as the Lady Coalers held
on getting the win. 

Smith ate up 7.0 more
innings allowing one run on
four hits while striking out
two in the win.

Christensen had the RBI
single in this game that
meant the difference.

Emerson, Youskevtch,
and Daigger also had hits for
the Lady Coalers.

Coal City 4, Plano 0
The Lady Coalers

shutout the Lady Reapers
behind the arm of Smith.

After three scoreless
innings of back to softball,
the Lady Coalers got the ball
rolling their way with two in
the fourth inning to draw
first blood. 

Emerson began the
inning with a frozen rope
liner into center.

She stole second mov-
ing on the pitch and was
brought around on a
Youskevtch single that got by
the shortstop's glove to give 
them the lead.

A hard hit grounder got
mishandled at shortstop and
Youskevtch with heads up
baserunning scores on the
bobble. 

They tallied two more in
the seventh inning to give
them more than enough
highlighted by a big RBI dou-
ble off the bat of Emerson
that plated Ragain in the
process. 

In the circle, Smith was
near flawless giving up just
four hits while striking out
ten and walking one through
seven innings.

Emerson, Cullick, and
Youskevtch had big days at
the plate.

Emerson had a big RBI
double, Cullick tallied a
three hit day, and Youskevtch
had a big RBI single as all
were instrumental in the
win.

Lady Coalers take three in a row, gear up for playoffs

Photos by Pam  Spreitzer
LESLIE YOUSKEVTCH fires in a strike during Friday’s victory
over Wilmington.

SAM OLSEN is geared up and focused for what lies ahead.

BY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

Playoff fever starts next
week for both the Coal City
baseball and softball teams. 

There is a ton of talent
in the I-8 but when you look
at these two Coaler teams
and the teams they have
defeated, they should do
well in the later rounds of
the playoffs.

Starting with baseball,
the Coalers are the #2 seed in
the 20-team Ottawa section-
al. They are the highest seed
in the Manteno regional
which begins Monday, May
21.

Park Forest (10) will play
Richton Park at 4:30 p.m.
Monday to determine who
will advance to play Coal
City on Wednesday, May 23.

If the Coalers win in the
first round they’ll advance to
the May 26 championship
game at 11 a.m. against

either Manteno (3) or
Olympia Fields (5).

The Coalers are no
strangers to winning region-
al titles, defeating Morris a
year ago 1-0 for the plague
before falling to Marian 4-1
in the sectional semi-final.
In fact they’ve won the
regional 10 of the last 17
years and have the talent
this year to win it at
Manteno.

With a regional victory,
Coal City would advance to
the Ottawa Sectional May 30
at 7 p.m. to play the winner
of the Lemont Regional
which could very well be
Lemont. The sectional
championship will be
Saturday, June 2 at 11 a.m.,
which

could be against #1 seed,
Joliet Catholic Academy.

The Lady Coalers
Coal City (8) gets to host

(10) Country Club Hills in
the first round  of the

Providence Catholic
Regional. They play that
game at 4:30 p.m. Monday,
May 21. A victory would
advance them  to Tuesday’s
4:30 p.m. in New Lenox
against (2) Ottawa.

From there, if Coal City
beats Ottawa, they would
advance to the regional
championship at 11 a.m. on
May 26 against either (3)
Providence Catholic or
Morris (5).

The winner of the New
Lenox Regional will square
play the winner of the
Manteno Regional at 4:30
p.m. Tuesday, May 29, at
Ottawa. 

Manteno holds the #1
seed in its regional. If they
Lady Coalers win, they
would advance to the sec-
tional title at June 2 at 11
a.m..

Coaler baseball and softball
ready to make regional runs

Photo by Eric Fisher

PERFECTLY EXECUTED - A squeeze bunt in the fifth inning of Friday’s battle at home ties the
game at 4-4. Scoring for Coal City is Abbie Cullick who raced home before the throw to the
catcher.

BY SHAWN LONG
staff writer

The Coal City JV base-
ball team ended their season
on a high note, walloping
Wilmington on their own
field, 11-1.

The Coalers collected
seven runs in the sixth
inning to clinch the victory.

“This win capped off a
16-0 conference season for
us,” said coach Brad Boresi.
“All of the credit goes to the
kids for showing up ready to
compete each and every
night.  Every player on our
roster from 1-17 has con-

tributed in some way.”
Gavin Elrod began the

inning walking and later
would score when Tyson
Spencer drew the bases
loaded walk.

A sacrifice fly off the bat
of Jack Bunton brought in
the next tally of the inning by
Tyson Elliot.

Connor Best blooped a
single into right scoring both
Riley Ponio and Spencer.

Cameron Lander fol-
lowed that with a single of
his own, giving the Coalers
an even wider lead.

They scored two more
runs but they were not need-
ed, shutting down the ‘Cat

bats all night.
Spencer got the win on

the mound going 5.0
innings, giving up one run
on five hits while striking out
five.

Best had three big runs
driven in for the Coalers
earning the player of the
game.

Coal City 12, Lisle 0
The JV Coalers made

their winning streak 20 in a
row with a shutout of the
Lions.

The Coalers scored nine
runs within the first two
innings to take a comfort-
able lead.

Spencer led off the first
with a single. The next bat-
ter, Bunton brought him
home, lining a triple into the
left field corner to give them
their first run.

They were not done in
this inning as Lander drew a
walk.

Following that Mueller
smacked a fly ball to center
field just out of the reach of
the center fielder’s glove
scoring Bunton from third.

Elrod bested that bring-
ing Mueller to the plate on a
three bagger of his own laced
into the right field corner.

Sandeno kept the line
moving with a ringing single

plating Elrod.
Ponio concluded their

six-run inning with a shot
into the right centerfield gap
scoring Sandeno with ease
to put the Coalers up big.

They followed that
inning with three in the sec-
ond inning. 

Two of those runs came
on a two run triple breaking
this game wide open.

They scored three more
times in this game but it was
all for naught.

Lander and Lovell com-
bined for the five hitter.

Lander went 4.0
innings, letting up four hits
while striking out seven and

Lovell finished the final
inning striking out the last
two batters he faced while
only giving up a hit.

Mueller had the hot bat
today going 4-for-4 with an
RBI.

Lander had a good day
at the dish as well going 2-
for-3 while driving in two
runs. 

Sandeno had another
notable day driving in three
runs and Elrod smacked in a
pair of runs as well. 

Ponio, Spencer, and
Bunton also had hits for the
JV Coalers. 

JV Coalers crush the ‘Cats, finish I-8 undefeated

BY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

The Coal City Middle
School track team  compet-
ed in the sectionals held in
Lasalle Peru on Saturday.

First place finisher for
CCMS was Audrey Cooper
who qualifies for state in
hurdles and 400 meter run.

Cooper also took third
in the long jump and fifth
place in discus.

For the eighth graders,
they placed third in the
4x100 meter relay with the
team of Maci Bauldauf,
Regan Ullrich, Trinidy
Barrus, and Izzy Spalla.

Gabby Babcock placed
third in hurdles.

Mia Rodriguez got

fourth in shot put.
They had two sixth

place finishers in Barrus who
did in the 200 meter and the
4x100 meter relay team
Bauldauf, Abby Boyd, Carly
Ford, and Barrus.

For the boys Abram
Wills placed first and quali-
fied for state in both long
jump where he came in sec-
ond and hurdles.

Braden Reilly took first
in shot put for the seventh
grade boys, qualifying for
state as well.

The 4x100 relay team of
Josh Mikel, Alex Baudino,
Braden Reilly, and Abram
Wills placed second.

In third was Cason
Headley in both shot put and
discus.

Fourth place finishers

included Nathan Grant in
the 800 meter dash along
with the 4x200 relay team of
Grant, Derek David, Liam
Costello, and Rylan Sears.

Finally, Baudino placed
fifth in the 200 meter run
along with 4x400 relay team
of Sears, Christian Micetich,
Dylan Ludes, and Caleb
Kuhel placing fifth as well.

The Coal City Middle
School girls track team com-
peted against Kankakee,
Saratoga, and Peotone and
had some finishers in the top
of the pack.

First for seventh grade,
Audrey Cooper finished first
in hurdles and discus. Bella
Varaveic also finished first in
800 meter run. The team of
Kaitlyn Bell, Ava Templet,
Marianna Hren, and Kayla

Berg finished first in the
4x200 meter relay.

Second place finishers
were Gabby Babcock finish-
ing second in hurdles and
discus. Cooper finished sec-
ond in 400 meter run and
long jump. Mia Ferrias took
second in the 800 meter run.
Beth Greene got second in
the shot put. Renee
Katochvil took second in the
high jump. The 4x400 relay
team of Emma Hir, Azira
Malovski, Ana Flores, and
Abby Gagliardo took second.
Also finishing second were
the team of Babcock, Baylee
Barnhill, Alyssia Barajas,
Kratochvil in the 4x100 relay.

Barnhill finished third
in the 100 meter run and Mia
Ratajczak took third in the
1600 meter run. 

Overall the seventh
grade girls won the meet
with 75 points.

The eighth grade girls
took second scoring 44
points. 

Taking second place
were the 4x100 relay of Maci
Baldauf, Trinidy Barrus,
Abby Boyd, and Carly Ford.
Also taking second in the
4x400 relay with the team of
Baldauf, Barrus, Regan
Ullrich, and Izzy Spalla.

Vanessa Marquez took
third in the 1600.

Barrus did it in the 200
meter run.

Shaela O’Keefe took the
bronze in the 800 meter run. 

Mia Rodriguez placed
third in the shot put event.

Lizzie Kenney finished
third in discus.

Cooper, Reilly and Wills qualify for state 
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E
ntrepreneurship is alive and well,
even if the face of small business is
evolving with the times. Autonomy
in management and making dreams

a reality are the reasons most cited by entre-
preneurs looking to open a small business.

Nearly half of all respondents in the annual
The UPS Store “Inside Small Business Survey”
said they’d be optimistic about opening a small
business this year. Of respondents who hope to
open a small business, top motivators include
being their own bosses (38 percent), followed
by believing in the power of their own ideas
(17 percent) and creating their next career
paths (15 percent).

“The American Dream of owning your own
business is still very much real, especially
when compared to the rest of the developed
world,” said Dr. Luke Pittaway, Ohio University
College of Business Copeland Professor of
Entrepreneurship.

However, how Americans are choosing to open 
small businesses is where there may be a shift.

“Consumer habits are changing,” Pittaway
said. “That’s forcing Americans to consider how
they open small businesses, whether it's focusing
more on e-commerce than actual store fronts
or focusing on selling to a local community or
region instead of a broader national audience.”

Starting Your Own Start-Up
The process of launching a start-up can throw
various unexpected obstacles your way, but
there are numerous resources available to
support a budding business.

“We understand the challenges of small

businesses,” said Tim Davis, president of
The UPS Store, Inc. “Small business owners
are unparalleled in their passion for their
businesses, and understanding that aspiration is
critical to running a successful small business.”

This action plan from the experts at The UPS
Store can help you get you on your way to
launching a successful start-up:

1. Analyze your target audience.
Start by performing extensive market research 
to understand your customers' core necessities. 
Assessing your target demographic gives you a 
clear perspective on how to serve the people in it. 

2. Determine a legal structure.
Selecting the right legal structure ultimately
determines how you handle income taxes and all
government reporting requirements. Many small
businesses fall under a sole proprietorship or

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

When you’re launching a small
business, there could be any
number of reasons you may need

to pitch your idea. You may be courting an
investor, recruiting talent or even starting to
market your product or service. Brevity is
often essential, so learn how to concisely
pitch your business like a pro with these tips:

Draw out the essentials. Reduce your 
pitch to a few digestible bites. Make sure 
you have an intro that is brief enough to 
get someone’s undivided attention then 
elaborate on your points, such as your top 
competitive advantages, and provide more 
detail about your business as a whole.

Come to entertain. Add an entertainment 
factor to make your pitch engaging 
and memorable. Of course, you need 
substance to go along with style, but 
keeping your audience focused and doing 
something to stand out is essential.

Anticipate questions. Prepare yourself to 

subjects you may have kept brief for your 
presentation. Make sure to practice your 

attention is important, but you need to be 
able to back up your spiel.

Know your audience. This is the cardinal 
rule of communication. Make sure you do 
your homework and know who you are 
addressing. This shows you value your 
listener’s time and feedback. Furthermore, 
insight about his or her philosophy in doing 
business can be extremely valuable during 
a pitch.

Practice until it hurts. Take the time 
to practice your entire pitch, including 
answers to likely questions, until you know 
it inside and out. The more comfortable 
you are, the more likely you are to win 
someone over in a meeting.

Have the materials to back it up. A 
written document is your chance to leave 
a lasting impression and elaborate on your 
major selling points. It’s also a chance to 
show your professionalism, so be sure 
to proofread carefully and package the 
information for a polished presentation.

Find more resources to help get

theupsstore.com/smallbiz.

PITCH YOUR SMALL
BUSINESS LIKE A PRO

limited liability company (LLC) while bigger
entities may identify as corporations.

3. Establish your premises.
Choosing the right business setting could be

up and a moderately expensive one. Your
work space should fall within your monthly
budget while still satisfying the needs of
your customers.

4. Determine your budget
and expenses.
Assessing your available funds enables you
to prioritize and assign an appropriate amount
to your business assets. This should include
necessities for daily operations, as well as
secondary expenses, such as traveling and
meetings.

5. Develop a business plan.
Think of a business plan as a road map that
indicates where your start-up stands and
where it is headed. If you need funding, it’s
also a great tool to articulate your ideas,
philosophies and goals.

6. Set up a marketing plan.
Conduct an analysis of your business’s
strengths and weaknesses to devise strategies
and tactics that account for challenges and
opportunities your business is likely to face.
The scale of your marketing plan will likely
depend on resources you have available and
your target audience, but should feature a
variety of tactics. Your plan should include
printed materials like direct mailers, business

posters, as well as digital to cover things like
search and social media.

7. Be competitive.
Examine your competitors to determine
the areas in which they thrive and see what
makes them successful. Learn from the
landscape to improve upon their strengths and
gain an upper hand on their weaknesses. For
example, implement various pricing models,

rather than sticking with your initial, low

With a carefully structured action plan, you
can turn your start-up idea into a successful
business. Find more tips for your small
business at TheUPSStore.com.



Wednesday, May 16
• 10 a.m. to noon, Indoor Walking and Coffee with

Friends, The Center (formerly Reed-Custer Primary School,
35445 S. Washington St., Custer Park, each Wednesday

• 10:30 a.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City United
Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Wednesday

• 1 p.m., Wilmington Garden Club meeting, Vilt’s
Greenhouse, 24917 Stripmine Rd., Wilmington

• 5 p.m., Godley Public Water District meeting, Godley
Public Water District Treatment Building, 440 S. Center St.,
third Wednesday of each month

• 6 p.m., Custer Township Fire Protection District Board
meeting, Custer Fire Station, 21750 IL Highway 113, third
Wednesday of each month

• 6 to 7:40 p.m., Awana Club, Main Street Baptist
Church, 110 S. Division St., Braidwood, each Wednesday

• 6 to 7 p.m., Dementia/Alzheimers support group,
Wilmington Public Library, 201 S. Kankakee St.

• 7 p.m., Learn to Quilt, Wilmington Lions Hall, 708 E.
River St., each Wednesday

Thursday, May 17
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Thursday
• 9:30 a.m. to noon, Mobile Workshop Center,

Wilmington Public Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each
Thursday

• 10 to 11:30 a.m., Braidwood senior citizens coffee,
Fossil Ridge Public Library, 386 W. Kennedy Rd., third
Thursday of each month

• 1 to 3:30 p.m., Mobile Workshop Center, Wilmington
Public Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each Thursday

• 6:30 p.m., Wilmington Township Board of Trustees
meeting, Wilmington Township Office, 1095 S. Water St.,
Unit E, third Thursday of each month

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., 12-Step Program for all addictions
including family members, Christian Life Assembly of God,
2960 E. Division St., Diamond, each Thursday

• 7 to 9 p.m., Indoor Walking and Coffee with Friends,
The Center (formerly Reed-Custer Primary School, 35445 S.
Washington St., Custer Park, each Thursday

Friday, May 18
• 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Senior tax freeze/exemption

event, Custer Township Hall, 35332 Grant St., Wilmington
• 10 to 11 a.m., Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous meet-

ing, The Center (formerly Reed-Custer Primary School,
35445 S. Washington St., Custer Park, each Friday

• 10 a.m. to noon, Indoor Walking and Coffee with
Friends, The Center (formerly Reed-Custer Primary School),
35445 S. Washington St., Custer Park, each Monday

Saturday, May 19
• 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers, Grace Lutheran Church,

907 Luther Dr., Wilmington, each Saturday
• 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., South Island Clean-Up Day, South

Island Park, Wilmington
• 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Our Caring Closet Dollars for Dogs,

Whitmore Ace Hardware, 237 N. Front St., Braidwood
• Noon to 3 p.m., Braidwood Area Historical Society

museum open, 111 N. Center St., each Saturday except
March 10

• 4 to 6:30 p.m., Drive-up pork chop dinner, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd.

• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., each
Saturday

Monday, May 21
• 10 a.m. to noon, Indoor Walking and Coffee with

Friends, The Center (formerly Reed-Custer Primary School),
35445 S. Washington St., Custer Park, each Monday

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., Wilmington Boy Scout Troop 440,
Wilmington Lions Club, 805 River St., each Monday

• 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Grace Lutheran
Church, 807 Luther Dr., each Monday

• 7 p.m., Ladies Auxiliary VFW meeting, Wilmington
Moose Lodge, 32050 W. River Rd., third Monday of each
month

• 7 p.m., Village of Godley meeting, 150 S. Kankakee St.,
usually the fourth Monday of each month

Tuesday, May 22
• 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Tuesday
• Noon, Wilmington Rotary Club meeting, Hayden’s

Crossing, downtown Wilmington, each Tuesday
• 12:15 to 3:30 p.m., Bridge Buddies, Wilmington Public

Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each Tuesday
• 5:15 p.m., TOPS 2264, Main Street Baptist Church,

Main and Division streets, Braidwood, each Tuesday
• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Immaculate

Conception Church Fr. White Hall, 110 S. School St.,
Braidwood, each Tuesday

• 7 to 9 p.m., Indoor Walking and Coffee with Friends,
The Center (formerly Reed-Custer Primary School, 35445 S.
Washington St., Custer Park, each Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Braidwood City Council meeting, Braidwood
City Council room, 141 W. Main St., second and fourth
Tuesday of each month

Wednesday, May 23
• 7:30 a.m., TOPS IL 1024, Island City Baptist Church,

120 Vine St., Wilmington, weigh-in followed by meeting
each Wednesday

• 6 p.m., Wilmington Area Historical Society member-
ship meeting, Wilmington Historical Society building, 114
N. Main St., fourth Wednesday of each month

Thursday, May 24
• 5 to 7 p.m., Will County electronic recycling event,

Wilmington City Hall, 1165 S. Water St.
Saturday, May 26

• 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., First Responder Appreciation Day,
Wilmington City Hall, 1165 S. Water St.

Sunday, May 27
• 7 a.m. to noon, Essex Lions Club breakfast, Essex

Lions Hall, 217 Parls St.
• 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Essex museum open, 218 Parls St.

Monday, May 28
• 10:30 a.m., Island City Homemakers meeting, Island

City Park District, 315 N. Water St., Wilmington
• 7 p.m., Village of Godley meeting, 150 S. Kankakee St.,

third Monday of each month
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Community calendar of events
To submit your event here, visit www.freepressnewspapers.com

Memorial Day
Friday, May 25

• 11 a.m., American Legion Lester J. Smith Post 191
flag line, Baltimore and Water streets

Saturday, May 26
• 10 a.m., American Legion Lester J. Smith Post 191

Memorial parade,  from Stevens Intermediate School to
Memorial Park, Vine and Williams streets

• 10 a.m., Memorial Day car caravan tour, Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie, 30239 South State Route 53,
Wilmington

• 11 a.m., VFW Memorial service, Memorial Park,
Vine and Williams streets

Monday, May 28
• 10 a.m., Memorial Day Mass, Mount Olivet

Cemetery,  Braidwood, bring a lawn chair
• 11 a.m., Coal City American Legion Post 796

Memorial Day ceremony, Coal City Intermediate School,
305 E. Division St.

Average retail gasoline
prices in Illinois have risen
8.7 cents per gallon in the
past week, averaging $2.89
per gallon, according to
GasBuddy's daily survey of
4,378 gas outlets in Illinois.

This compares with the
national average that has
increased 5.7 cents per gal-
lon in the last week to $2.86
per gallon, according to
gasoline price website
GasBuddy.com.

Including the change in
gas prices in Illinois during
the past week, prices on
Sunday were 59.3 cents per
gallon higher than the same
day one year ago and are
18.9 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago.

The national average
has increased 15.4 cents per
gallon during the last month
and stands 53.8 cents per
gallon higher than this day
one year ago.

"Gas prices saw among

the larger weekly increases
since Hurricane Harvey in
the last week as oil prices
continued to surge, leading
to sharply higher prices at
the pump, putting the U.S.
in peril of striking the
$3/gallon level for the first
time since 2014," said
Patrick DeHaan, head of
petroleum analysis for
GasBuddy.

"Some of the factors at
play in the rising prices:
President Trump's U.S. with-
draw from the nuclear deal
with Iran and oil supplies
that have continued to drop
as U.S. exports surpass
Venezuela - a surprising feat
given Venezuela has the
largest proven oil reserves in
the world. In addition, as
money continues to flow
into commodities as bets for
higher oil prices rise, there's
a strong chance of seeing
crude oil prices continue to
rally in the weeks ahead,
with odds of hitting $3 a gal-
lon nationally now better
than 65 percent just in time
for the summer driving sea-
son."

For live fuel price aver-
ages, visit
http://FuelInsights.GasBud
dy.com.

Gas prices rise as Trump
withdraws  nuclear deal

Morris Hospital will be
hosting a blood drive in
cooperation with Heartland
Blood Centers on Thursday,
May 24, from 12:30-4:30
p.m. in Whitman Assembly
Room 1 at Morris Hospital,
150 W. High Street in Morris. 

Everyone who donates
will receive a Huddle Up,
Give Blood Chicago Bears t-
shirt.

In order to donate
blood, potential donors
must weigh at least 110
pounds, be in good health
and feeling well on the day
of donation, and be at least
17 years old. 

In Illinois,  16 year olds
may donate with written
approval from a parent or
guardian.

The entire process for
donating blood takes about
45 minutes to one hour. 

Donors should bring a
photo ID with proof of age.
Those planning to donate
should eat within four hours
preceding the donation. 

Appointments are rec-
ommended by calling
Morris Hospital at 815-705-
7370 or going online to
www.heartlandbc.org. 

Walk-ins are welcome.

Blood
donors
needed
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New York City was the
epicenter of cocktail culture
both pre and post prohibi-
tion, so it is only fitting that
the Big Apple is also the
birthplace of the modern
cocktail era.

Manhattan's lower east
side is home to Milk and
Honey, the first establish-
ment opened by the late
Sasha Petraske in 1999.
Petraske has been credited
with inventing modern
cocktail culture and would
eventually open 10 bars
before his death in 2015.  

Petraske had a hand in
inventing modern classics as
well as reinventing some of
the classics. One his most
enduring creations is the
delightfully refreshing
Gordon's Cup, a gin-based
cocktail reminiscent of the
New Orleans classic Pimm's
Cup.

Gordon's Cup is techni-
cally a “modern classic”, but
cocktail enthusiasts around
the world (myself included)
have already thrown the
Gordon's Cup into the “clas-
sic” category.

Creating a classic cock-
tail, modern or not so mod-
ern is no small feat. Creating
a classic gin cocktail in the
modern era is nearly impos-
sible because there is very
little unexplored terrain
when it comes to gin cock-
tails. 

Gin was the most popu-
lar spirit of the classic cock-
tail era and was the base for
the several classics including
original Martini, Gimlet,
Negroni, and Singapore
Sling, to name a few.  

Gordon's Cup tastes
both new and familiar at the
same time. It has the refresh-
ing quality that is expected
out of a “fruit cup” cocktail,
but is surprisingly balanced
considering that the only
liquid ingredients are a two
ounce pour of gin and a 3/4
ounce pour of simple syrup.
The fresh lime wedges
impart sour notes, but they
are offset in a good way by
the mellow flavor of cucum-
ber.

By the way, who is
Gordon?  The name
“Gordon” in Gordon's Cup
refers not to a person, but to
Gordon's London Dry Gin.  

The cucumber is the key
to this cocktail. Use the
freshest, best quality cucum-
bers that you can find.

Summer is coming, maybe
you can find a few in your
garden or at a local farmers
market.  

Cucumber and gin have
been dancing partners for
generations. Lovers of gin
cocktails have been adding
cucumber to their Martinis
and Gin and Tonic as long as
the iconic cocktails have
been around. Gin is made
from several varieties of
berries and botanicals
(mostly juniper), all of which
seem to pair well with
cucumber.

In fact, the pairing of gin
and cucumber is so popular
that some gin distillers
infuse their gin with cucum-
ber in addition to juniper.

I prefer to use lime
wedges and cucumber
wheels in Gordon's Cup. The
recipe calls for six lime
wedges and four cucumber
wheels, so there is no need
to worry about the flavor
notes of lime and cucumber
finding their way into the
cocktail.

If you desire stronger
flavor notes from both the
lime and the cucumber you
may lightly muddle the
ingredients prior to adding
ice to the shaker. This is
somewhat of a delicate
drink, the muddling (option-
al) and shaking should both
be gentle.  

I prefer to strain the
ingredients into a chilled

glass, but many bars will
simple pour the shaker con-
tents into the glass. Either
option will yield a delicious
drink but straining the cock-
tail over fresh ice will result
in a better presentation
when properly garnished.

I use a 1:1 simple syrup
in Gordon's Cup, cane sugar
and water. Simple syrup will
keep in the refrigerator for
about a week if you end up
with more than you need.

I prefer London Dry gin
in nearly every cocktail that
calls for gin. My favorites in
the London Dry category are
Beefeater, Tanqueray, and of
course Gordon's. Use
Gordon's if you can find it,
this is after all, Gordon's
Cup.  

Gordon's Cup is built in
a shaker and served in a
chilled double Old
Fashioned glass:

Combine in shaker:
2 oz. London dry gin
3/4 oz. simple syrup 
6 lime wedges
3 cucumber wheels
Lightly muddle ingredi-

ents (optional).
Add ice, shake for 5 sec-

onds and strain into glass
over fresh ice.

Garnish with lime
wedges and cucumber
wheels.

Top with a pinch of
kosher salt and/or black
pepper.

Until next week, enjoy
responsibly.

Gordon’s Cup, a modern classic cocktail

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

As the first wave of the
10-year Firearm Owners
Identification (FOID) card
come due for renewal,
Illinois State Police is urging
FOID card holders to apply
early to remain active. 

"We expect tens of
thousands of renewal appli-
cations to come in over the
next few months," Schmitz
said.

"We recommend gun
owners get their renewal
applications in at least one
to two months in advance so
we have adequate time to
process them and get a new
card out before expiration."

More than 50,000 FOID
cards are due for renewal
between June 1 and Aug. 1.

The General Assembly
amended the state's law that
requires gun owners to carry
a Firearm Owner's
Identification Card in 2008,

allowing the cards to be valid
for 10 years.

The Illinois State Police
(ISP) oversees the FOID card
system and issues the cards.
They've already sent renew-
al notices to people whose
cards will expire June 1.

Applicants can visit the
ISP's Firearm Services
Bureau website at
www.ispfsb.com to renew
online.

Anyone who needs
assistance with FOID card
renewal, and those who pre-
fer paper applications, can
call 217-782-7980 and select
menu option 0.

Applicants should make
sure the name and address
on FOID applications match
the records on file for them
at the Secretary of State's
Office, otherwise the renew-
al process will be delayed.

FOID card holders
should renew early

The First Presbyterian
Church of Braidwood still
has space available on its
lawn during the all-town
garage sale days, June 8-9.

Vendors or anyone with
garage sale items who are
looking for a well visited
area to set up their sale are
invited. Spaces are $10 per
day.

Those interested
should call Lori at 815-458-
2495. The church is located
at 106 S. Lincoln St.

Garage
sale space
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Red Carpet greetings 
WILMINGTON—Kudos to everyone

who helped organize, setup, run and clean
up over the weekend. With so many organi-
zations downtown rolling out the Red
Carpet for visitors to our town, it would
have been nice to see some of our city offi-
cials welcoming people to our city. Maybe
next time.

Representation of few
WILMINGTON—After many years of

attending Wesley Township’s meetings, it
always seems to be that various small
groups, which always equals less than one
percent of the total population, have taken
on the role of guardians of the township.
While some of their concerns may be valid,
they rarely reflect the overall concerns and
opinions of everyone. If such a case existed,
then each and every meeting would be
attended by a far greater majority of the
population demanding their voices also be
heard. In this modern age of social media
forums, it has become far too easy for any-
one to sit at their keyboard and propagate
their message of discourse with the hope of
attracting other like-minded individuals
willing to take their side. Gone are the days
of a certain classical Buffalo Springfield
song that many of us may recall. It is fortu-
nate for these small groups, that in this
country, you have the right to be a fool and
the constitutional right to tell everyone that
you are.

Take away prejudices
BRAIDWOOD—They do contribute?

OK we made a little progress. You're willing
to admit that undocumented immigrants
contribute to Social Security. The Social
Security Administration in 2013 did
research and was surprised when they
found out that in that year alone undocu-
mented workers contributed $13 billion to
the Social Security retirement fund and that
not looking at the federal and state taxes
deductions on their pay checks. Also the
biggest misconceptions that undocument-
ed immigrants don't file income tax. A lot of
illegal immigrants have hope of someday
legalizing their status in this country and
they find ways to file income tax. The IRS
admits receiving $23.6 billion from undocu-
mented workers. All undocumented work-
ers fund public school system and local
government services by paying sales and
property taxes like everyone else. The insti-
tute on taxation and economic policy esti-
mates that they pay $11.7 billion a year in
state and local taxes.  We live in a very mate-
rialistic world. Everyone wants a big house,
flat screen TV in every room, everyone in
the family wants their own car,  cell phone
and Internet. Parents are stressed out
because they can't keep up with the people
next door. It sure feels good to blame some-
one else for your misfortunes, but when you
take away prejudice we are all just people
trying to make the best of life and in some
cases just trying to survive. 

Never asked for it
COAL CITY—In response to “What a

shame”, we are the parents of that senior.
We didn’t even notice he was the only one
who had not played that night until some-
one else had pointed it out. We were fine
with it and so was our son. It was a confer-
ence game and if the coaches felt they
needed specific players to get the win, so be
it. It didn’t bother our son so it didn’t bother
us. This is our last year watching our son
play organized baseball with his friends. We
would like to enjoy it without drama. We
appreciate your concern but to say he
missed out on a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence is completely false. He has played on
many amazing fields and plenty not-so-
amazing fields. We have more hopes for him
to have more extraordinary once-in-a-life-
time experiences than what baseball field
he has played on. In the future, please think
twice before going public on something
that does not affect you personally. Your
knee-jerk reaction to go public anonymous-
ly put our family in an uncomfortable situa-
tion that we did not ask for.

A draw for tourists
WILMINGTON—In response to the

person critical of the Launching Pad. I’m
not sure exactly what your point is other
than wanting to complain. Everything I’ve
seen the new owners doing has been top-
notch and I expect when it’s time for serving
it will be top-notch too. What would you
rather have, a runned down vacant building
before they bought it or one that is being
repaired right, is open and is attracting hun-
dreds of tourists to our town. Open your
eyes and you’ll see that without food, they
are benefiting all the other restaurants in
town because the tourist are stopping at
other places to eat. Food or no food, the
Launching Pad is proving its popularity and
customer loyalty just by taking baby steps
and doing it right. Seems like a smart busi-
ness plan to me.

Rumor is dunked
COAL CITY—Apparently the rumors

about a Dunkin’ Donut coming to Coal City
in the lot at the 4-way stop were just that,
rumors. It’s sad that Coal City can’t attract a
business to locate there. Are the owners
being extra picky about what kind of busi-
ness they will accept or are they picky as to
not allowing any new business that would
create competition to the couple of busi-
nesses already here? It’s a shame that that
whole section of our main street sits vacant
due to different owners blocking property
from new business to protect their own. In
any event, I guess they can just sit on the
property indefinitely. If that’s the case per-
haps they should go inspect the property
and maintain it. There is a pretty good size
hole in the concrete right by the sidewalk on
East Division Street that could possibly be a
safety hazard for the many children who
walk along that route.  I noticed it while
walking by. Maybe there are even more
spots like that in different areas of the lot.
The owners need to inspect the area and fix

the problems. 

Deserve some honor
BRAIDWOOD—With Memorial Day

soon approaching I would like to encourage
the local community to use their smart
phones to research a place in our state of
Illinois called Hero Street USA. It’s a place
where good people from an under appreci-
ated community came from. Some people
like to say that this group of people don't
contribute to our country. Some people like
to say that they don't learn the language
and that they don't assimilate. Hero Street
USA is living proof of how wrong those peo-
ple are. I hope you take the time to look into
it. Those people deserve a little honor.

Special delivery
COAL CITY—Why does it take four

maintenance men, two pickup trucks and
one backhoe to deliver an eight foot tree to
my neighbor in Coal City? 

Don’t blame blue
WILMINGTON—I wish some of the

moms and dads of kids who play little
league baseball would back off when it
comes to yelling at the umpires. I saw two
dads giving an ump a hard time after the
young man made a call on a close play. It
didn’t matter what was called. What mat-
tered is how these two dads reacted in front
of these young players who are just learning
the game. That’s one thing they should not
be taught, to heckle the ump.

Cursed by Democrats
SHADOW LAKES—My name is Dan

Hill. I haven’t called in for a long time. It’s
pretty interesting how nobody said a thing
about when the Muslim Socialist paid $150
million to Iran to get hostages back, or

maybe it was $150 billion, I’m not sure right
now, when Trump did this to get hostages
back from North Korea without paying
them any money. I wonder why people in
Illinois vote for Democrats. Take a good
look at this state’s financial situation. In my
entire life of 68 years it has been controlled
almost entirely by Democrats. If you look at
this state it’s broke, it’s done and people
leave it. But the Democrats have to have
giveaway programs for illegals and for peo-
ple who have never really worked in their
life, not due to disabilities. If you look at it
closely, who the heck would ever vote for
them if they didn’t have giveaway pro-
grams? 

Three years running
MORRIS—The United States Postal

service had their food drive Saturday.
People were supposed to leave food out by
their mailboxes so it could be picked up
when your mail was delivered. This is the
third year in a row I had mine out by my
mailbox and it was not picked up so I
brought it back inside. If they are going to
do this I suggest they monitor the carriers
better. I wonder if they are actually deliver-
ing some or all of the mail. I won’t be put-
ting any more food out for the postal service
food drive. 

Children of God
WILMINGTON—Some people in our

society use language about the right to die
to disguise a right to kill, to get the burden-
some and inconvenient out of our way. No
matter how frail they become, people are
always children of God whose lives are valu-
able beyond measure. May we have
patience in our sufferings and a spirit of
service when we encounter the sufferings of
others.

SOUND-OFF
Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-4256

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone
line provided to give readers a
chance to voice their opinions. Calls
may be anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers
reserves the right to edit remarks for
taste, length, personal attacks, calls
for boycotts and libel. In cases where
the publisher selects not to publish
these remarks the newspaper makes

every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom
they are directed.

The comments stated are the
opinions and ideas of the callers and
not that of the newspaper.
Information may not constitute the
actual events or facts of a particular
topic.

To voice your opinion, please go

to www.freepressnewspapers .com, -
> Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-
4256. Please state the town in which
you are calling from or in regards to.
If mailing comments please direct
them to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway,
Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water
St., Wilmington, IL 60481.

BY AUSTIN BERG

In election season,
some Illinois politicians are
looking for ways to promise
more revenue without incit-
ing the rage of voters, who
just saw the largest perma-
nent income tax hike in state
history last summer.

Enter the progressive
income tax.

Instead of addressing
the things that make state
and local governments cost
so much, Illinois can solve
all its problems by “making
the rich pay their fair share,”
supporters of a progressive
tax argue. This idea has
become a key pillar of J.B.
Pritzker’s gubernatorial
campaign after swirling
around the Statehouse air
for the past decade or so.

Illinoisans need to be
keeping a close eye on the
issue, the timeline and the
politics of it all. Why does it
matter? Because once the
progressive tax is in place,
residents should prepare to
shoulder a host of tax hikes
Springfield deems “fair.”

The issue
Right now in Illinois, we

all pay the same state
income tax rate. Illinoisans
pay $2,475 in state income
taxes on $50,000 of taxable
income (4.95 percent) and
$24,750 on $500,000 of tax-
able income (also 4.95 per-
cent), for example.

Scrapping Illinois’ con-
stitutional protection of this
“flat” income tax structure
would be the culmination of
years of advocacy from
unions and union-affiliated
groups who think Illinois’

problems are driven by a
lack of tax revenue – not a
lack of common sense and
fairness in spending.

However, this change
requires a constitutional
amendment, which needs
approval from voters at the
ballot box.

The timeline
To get the constitutional

amendment on ballots in
November, proponents need
a three-fifths majority vote
in both the House and
Senate. A constitutional
amendment does not
require the governor’s signa-
ture.

But proponents have
already made a critical error.
They showed their rates, and
they’re not pretty. That does-
n’t mean the issue is dead,
however – far from it.

The politics
There are three consti-

tutional amendments cur-
rently floating around the
General Assembly that
would eliminate Illinois’ flat
income tax. But sponsors of
these amendments haven’t
even stated what the new
rates could be.

State Rep. Robert
Martwick, D-Chicago, how-
ever, introduced a bill called
the “FRIENDLY Act” last
year, which lays out income
tax rates under a progressive
tax structure. That bill is cur-
rently assigned to a House
subcommittee.

Under Martwick’s pro-
gressive tax plan, Illinoisans
earning as little as $17,300
would see their income taxes
go up. Oops.

Martwick’s error trig-

gered enormous backlash. In
the last month, more than
10,000 Illinoisans have
signed a petition on illinois-
policy.org opposing a pro-
gressive income tax.

So what’s the next
move?

There’s talk of a plan
mirroring one proposed in
2016 by state Rep. Lou Lang,
a Cook County Democrat.
Lang’s rates could be tacked
on to a progressive tax con-
stitutional amendment filed
by state Rep. Christian
Mitchell, a Chicago
Democrat.

Lang’s plan would dras-
tically raise the tax rate on
income over $750,000 (or
$500,000 for individual fil-
ers), and raise it even more
for income over $1.5 million
($1 million for individual fil-
ers). At the same time, it
would reduce the tax rate for
income below the $750,000
threshold (or $500,000 for
individual filers).

But its supporters fail to
understand two things:
small-business owners –
who create the majority of
new jobs in Illinois – would
be crushed, and this plan
wouldn’t generate enough
revenue to spend what its
supporters would like to.

An analysis of Lang’s
rates using 2015 tax data
from the IRS shows they
would generate around $12
billion from Illinoisans ver-
sus the current $17 billion,
leaving the state with a rev-
enue shortfall of about $5
billion.

What happens when
lawmakers can’t raise
enough cash to spend big?

More tax hikes and borrow-
ing. Illinoisans know how
that works out.

Thankfully, state Rep
David McSweeney, R-
Barrington Hills, has intro-
duced a resolution opposing
a progressive income tax in
Illinois. Two dozen co-spon-
sors have signed on to the
resolution – HR 891 – as of
April 5. If your lawmaker isn’t
one of them, reach out.

If Springfield wants an
alternative to constant over-
taxing, legislative leaders
should get behind a different
constitutional amendment
currently in the General
Assembly that enjoys bipar-
tisan support: a spending
cap.

Protecting taxpayers by
ensuring they’re getting a
state government they can
afford? That’s friendly.

Austin Berg is a writer
for the Illinois Policy
Institute. He wrote this col-
umn for the Illinois News
Network. Austin can be
reached at aberg@illinois-
policy.org.

Commentary

The ‘friendly’ tax hike taking shape in Springfield
Drug abuse has a long

and storied history in the
United States, and we’ve
been “at war” with it since
1971 under the Nixon
administration

But no matter who is in
office, the federal drug
budget continues to
increase. It’s moved from
$23.8 billion in 2013 to
almost $27.5 billion in 2017.

The current administra-
tion seems to be taking a
hardline approach to drug
use. President Donald
Trump and Attorney General
Jeff Sessions have advocated
for strict sentences for drug-
related offenses, even as far
as the death penalty in some
cases.

Given the uncertain
future and lack of significant
progress to date, it’s fair to

wonder where drug abuse is
most pronounced and
which areas are most at risk
in the current political cli-
mate.

A report attempted to
answer those questions by
comparing the 50 states and
the District of Columbia
across 20 key metrics, rang-
ing from arrest and overdose
rates to opioid prescriptions
and meth-lab incidents per
capita.

The District of
Columbia ranked number
one as having the highest
overall drug use and addic-
tion.

Illinois ranked 27th, just
behind New York which
ranked 26th. The state low-
est in overall drug use and
addiction was Minnesota.

Drug abuse, how
bad is it in Illinois?
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KENTUCKY—Homer Boling,
"Peanut," 36, of Bowling Green, KY,
formerly Joliet, passed away
Sunday, May 6, 2018 at his resi-
dence.

Born July 15, 1981 in
Maryville, TN, Homer Glenn Jr. was
a son of Cheryl Cuff Moore and
Homer G. Boling Sr. He was raised
and educated in Joliet, and attended
Joliet Central High School. Peanut
worked as a laborer for residential con-
struction companies, most recently with
Hale Roofing Inc. in Bowling Green, Ky. On
June 30, 2017, he married Andrea Perruquet
in Bowling Green. Peanut was an avid bas-
ketball and Chicago Cubs fan. He also loved
to spend time outdoors fishing, or riding his
Hayabusa motorcycle.

Survivors include his mother, Cheryl, of
Lime Ridge, WI; his wife, Andrea Boling, of
Bowling Green; four children: Leah
Spalliero, of Joliet; Hannah Boling, of
Jonesboro, AR; Nevaeh Boling, of Hannibal,
MO and Layla Boling, of Kansas City, MO;
two step-children: Amber Parker and Tanner
Perruquet, both of Bowling Green; one
grandson, Ayden Spallerio, of Joliet; six sib-

lings: Jennie (David Sears) Yanke, of
Wilmington; Scott (Ann) Cuff, of
Fairfield, IL; Roxie Boling, of Joliet;
Thomas Miller, of Lodi, WI;
Heather Speers and Larry Glenn,
both of Knoxville, TN; his mother-
in-law, Ila Couch, of Kentucky; one
sister-in-law, Angelina (Oscar)

Miranda, of Joliet, and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Peanut was preceded in death by
his father; paternal grandparents: Ruben

and Maryann Boling and maternal grand-
parents: Chester and Lorraine Cuff.

Cremation rites have been accorded,
and a memorial service was held Tuesday,
May 15, 2018 at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.
Broadway, in Coal City.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Peanut's memorial page by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Memorial services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal
City.

Homer Boling Jr.

WILMINGTON—Ron Hetzel, 64,
of Wilmington, formerly of
Westmont and Downers Grove,
passed away Thursday, May 10,
2018 at the Joliet Area Community
Hospice Home.

Born Jan. 13, 1954 in Oak Park,
Ronald Jay was a son of John Jr. and
Helen (nee Evers) Hetzel. He was
raised and graduated high school in
Westmont, and would gain employ-
ment with Pepperidge Farm in Downers
Grove where he worked for over 30 years
until he retired.

Ron moved to Wilmington in 1991; he
loved spending time outdoors, and the
Kankakee River area held a special place in
his heart. He was a fishing and gun enthusi-
ast, in addition to being a proud member of
the National Rifle Association, and was hap-
piest when he could be outside doing the
things that he loved.

Survivors include his three siblings:
Sharon (Roger) Coleman, of Lakeville, CT;

Richard Hetzel, of Westmont and
Judith Crandall, of Coon Rapids,
MN; one nephew, Adam Crandall;
one niece, Kim (Kevin) Morelli and
one great-niece, Juliana Morelli.

Ron was preceded in death by
his parents and brother-in-law,
Greg Crandall.

Per his wishes, cremation rites
have been accorded.

Ron’s family will receive
friends on Saturday, May 19, 2018 from

12 p.m. until time of memorial service
at 1:30 p.m., at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in Wilmington.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Ron’s memorial page by logging onto
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home in Wilmington.

Ron Hetzel

BRACEVILLE—Gayle Kimmel, 34,
of Braceville, formerly Wilmington,
passed away Saturday, May 12, 2018
at her home surrounded by family.

Born May 20, 1983 in Joliet,
Gayle Marie was a daughter of
Angela K. Sartore, of Manteno and
Ronald Kimmel, of Braidwood. She
was raised and educated in
Wilmington and attended
Wilmington schools. Gayle was
employed by Casey's General Store in
Braceville, and will be remembered as a
devoted mother who enjoyed the close rela-
tionships she held with her immediate fam-
ily.

Survivors include her parents, maternal
grandparents: Barbara Richmond, of Morris
and Frederick Richmond, of Inverness, FL;
two children: Brendan and Elissa Harrison,
of Braceville; three siblings: Mark
(Stephanie) Sailliez, of Seneca and Jerrod
Eason and Amanda Lynn Harrison, both of
Manteno; nieces and nephews: Cameron,
Zoe, Isabella, Christian, James and Austin;
her fiancé, James Lindner, of Braceville and

her dear friend, Chrissy Boothe, of
Coal City, as well as numerous aunts,
uncles and cousins.

Gayle was preceded in death
by her paternal grandparents and
her great-grandparents.

Per Gayle's wishes, cremation
rites have been accorded.

The family will receive friends
on Sunday, May 20, 2018 from 1 p.m.

until time of memorial service at 3
p.m., at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E.

Kahler Rd., in Wilmington. Services will be
officiated by Pastor Karen Fabian of
Braceville United Methodist Church.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Gayle's memory to the family for
their distribution.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Gayle's memorial page by logging onto
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home in Wilmington.

Gayle Kimmel

SPRINGFIELD—Betty Ann
Majesky, 66, of Springfield, passed
away Thursday, May 10, 2018 at her
home.

Betty was born June 28, 1951
in Joliet, and was the daughter of
William B. and Margaret Perino
Pearson.  

She graduated from Reed-
Custer High School and enjoyed
reading and crocheting.

She is survived by her son, John
Majesky, of Mechanicsburg, IL; daughter,
Becky Birge, of Springfield; four grandchil-

dren, Racheal Busch, John Michael
Majesky, Kayla Majesky and Gabriel
Birge; and sister, Mary K.
Passafuime, of Braidwood.

Betty was preceded in death
by her parents, daughter, Cheryl
Majesky and brother, William
Pearson.

Cremation was accorded.
Visit lincolnlandcs.com to offer

condolences.
Cremation services have been made

under the direction of Lincoln Land
Cremation Society.

Betty Majesky

WILMINGTON—Mary Melvin,
69, of Wilmington, passed away
peacefully on Saturday, May 12,
2018 at home surrounded by fami-
ly.

Born Aug. 15, 1948 in Joliet, IL,
Mary Ruth was a daughter of
Melvin Louis and Helen Marie
(Johnson) Jackson. She was raised
and educated in Wilmington, and
graduated from Wilmington High
School with the class of 1966.

Mary drove a school bus in Wilmington
for 12 years. She primarily transported the
kids into school from the country, and also
served as a CDL Instructor, training new bus
drivers. Mary later gained employment with
Empress Casino, where she drove a shuttle,
and enjoyed meeting people of notoriety, as
well as from around the world.

She bowled on a league in Wilmington
for 12 years, and took pleasure in reading
mysteries and working crossword puzzles,
as well as jigsaw puzzles. Mary also had a
flair for painting and home interior decorat-
ing; enjoyed tending to her flowers, and
would refer to her gardening as her therapy.
Mary was one who cherished the south, and
loved traveling to Branson, southern
Tennessee and to the Smokey Mountains.

Music played a big part in Mary’s life,
especially that of the 50’s and 60’s, and orig-
inal country. Nothing, however, was more
important than her family, which she dearly
cherished.

Survivors include her children: Brian
(Lalar) Melvin, Randy (Laurie) Melvin, Tina
Dybas and Sandra (John) Cary, all of
Wilmington; 10 grandchildren: Jamie,
Alisha, Zack, Lindsay, Caitlyn, Kyle, Hannah,

Nicholas, Grace and Clara; one sister,
Anna Sims, of Wilmington; brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law: Roger
(Brenda) Melvin, of Coal City; Mary
Ann (the late Greg) Melvin, of
Streator; Judy Carrell (the late
Ronnie Melvin), of Flora, IL; Nancy
(the late Dennis) Melvin, of

Hermitage, TN and Michael
(Sunny) Melvin, of Texas, and

numerous nieces and nephews, as
well as cousins.
Mary was preceded in death by her par-

ents, one son, William Melvin (1979); her
former husband and the father of her chil-
dren, Randy Melvin Sr., one brother-in-law,
Ralph Sims and one sister-in-law, Jane
Melvin.

The family will receive friends for a visi-
tation on Friday, May 18, 2018 from 10 a.m.
until the time of funeral service at 12 p.m. at
Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd.
in Wilmington. Burial will follow in
Oakwood Cemetery in Wilmington.

Pallbearers will be: Zack Melvin, John
Cary, James Naples, Mike Wilber, Kris Neese
and Billy Widlacki.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Mary’s memory to Joliet Area
Community Hospice, 250 Water Stone
Circle, Joliet, IL 60431.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Mary’s
memorial page online by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington. 

Mary Melvin

BRAIDWOOD—Floyd
A. Heckler, 76, of
Braidwood, passed away
peacefully Tuesday, May

8, 2018 at his home surrounded by
family.  

Born Dec. 5, 1941 in Paris, IL,
he was a son of Floyd Wayne and
Daisy LaBelle (nee Stiner) Heckler.
Floyd enjoyed reading his bible and
talking to others about the bible and
he also enjoyed target shooting. He was a
Veteran of the United States Army, serving
from 1963-1966 and was a member of the
Christian Life Assembly in Diamond.  

Surviving are his wife, Gloria (nee
Rosenbower, whom he married July 10, 1966
in Marshall, IL; one son, Sherman (Erica)
Heckler, of Braidwood; one daughter,
Angelia Heckler, of Wilmington; two grand-
children, Mandi (Michael) Neubauer and

Andrew Heckler; one great-grand-
child, Landon Neubauer and one
sister, Elizabeth Helgedick, of
Indianapolis, IN.  

Preceding him in death were
his parents and step-brother,
Wayne (Hazel) Heckler.  

Memorial visitation was held
at the Christian Life Assembly of

God in Diamond on Monday, May
14, 2018. 

A committal service with full mili-
tary honors was held Thursday, May 10, 2018
at  the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery.

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log onto www.rwpatter-
sonfuneralhomes.com for find their
Facebook page.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home, 401 E.
Main St., Braidwood, was in charge of
arrangements.

Floyd A. Heckler

GARDNER—Ruth L. Smith, 82, of
Gardner, passed away peacefully on
Monday, May 14, 2018 at her home.

Born July 19, 1935 in Alton, IL,
Ruth Leora was a daughter of
James and Leora (Watts) Moody.
She worked for Casey’s General
Store in Gardner as a cook for 15
years until her retirement. In her
free time, Ruth enjoyed gardening,
reading and crossword puzzles. She
also took great pleasure in spending
time with family.

Survivors include three sons: Jeffrey
(Missy) Smith, of Gardner; Phillip Smith, of
Braceville and Dale Broadway, of
Bethlehem, PA; two grandchildren, Chet
Broadway and Sarah Broadway, both of
Bethlehem; two sisters, Shirley Weese, of
Kansas City, MO and Harriet Ross, of New
York, NY and several nieces and nephews.

Ruth was preceded in death by
her parents, one son, Michael Wilson
and two brothers, Thomas Moody
and James Moody.

Cremation rites have been
accorded.

Preferred memorials may be
made as gifts in Ruth’s memory to

Joliet Area Community Hospice.
Family and friends may sign the

guest book, upload photographs or
share Ruth’s memorial page online by

logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/notices/Ruth-
Smith.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd., 203
Liberty Street in Gardner.

Ruth Smith

A Memorial Day tour at
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie at 30239 South State
Route 53, Wilmington, will
honor veterans and delve
into the origins of Memorial
Day on Saturday, May 26,
from 10 a.m. to noon.

Memorial
Day tour at
Midewin

GFWC IL Coal City
Junior Woman’s Club will be
sponsoring the 2018 Carbon
Hill Craft Show/Flea market
on Saturday, June 23 from 11
a.m.-4 p.m. on Lacey Street.
Booths will be 11 ft. wide by
15 ft. deep and will be placed
along Lacey Street west of
3rd Street.

Booth prices are $35 for
flea market items, home-
made crafts and direct sales

and $15 for non-profit
organizations. No food
items can be sold.

For more information
or to request an application
call Melissa at 815-474-2078
or e-mail
ccjwoctoberfest@yahoo.co
m. All applications must be
postmarked no later than
May 23, 2018 or a late fee will
be charged.

Still time to apply for Carbon
Hill Craft Show, Flea Market

A WILMINGTON WOMAN can’t believe someone would take
her vacuum. This Perfect Cannister vacuum C101 turned up
missing recently from a driveway in Foxtail Commons,
Wilmington, when the owner, faced with an emergency, left it
near her driveway. She was in the middle of cleaning her car
when she got a call that an ambulance had been called for a
family member. She rushed to help and much later when she
came back the $800 vacuum was gone. “I would really appre-
ciate it if it could be returned, no questions asked. The senior
owner is on a fixed income and can’t afford to replace what
she thought would be the last vacuum purchase of her life.
Contact the owner at 815-641-8410 with information.

Volunteers from Our
Caring Closet will host
Dollars for Dogs on
Saturday, May 19, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m., at Whitmore
Ace Hardware, 237 N. Front
St., Braidwood.

There will also be home
baked goods.

Organizations promote
the event, and cook and
serve hot dogs.
Representatives interested
in fundraising with Dollars
for Dogs can call or visit
Whitmore Ace Hardware for
information. The
Wilmington store can be
reached at 815-476-7731.

Our Caring
Closet to
host Dollars
for Dogs



BY CHRISTOPHER PLACEK

DAILY HERALD

A pharmacist at
Walgreens for 37 years, Joel
Karlinsky might often see
people on their worst days,
coming to him for antidotes
to their health maladies.

But in providing a help-
ing hand and friendly smile,
Karlinsky formed a bond
with his customers. One reg-
ular appreciated the service
so much that he had an
engraved Montblanc pen
made for Karlinsky with the
pharmacist’s name on it.

“I tried to go out of my
way to be nice to them,” said
Karlinsky, now retired, who
for a time managed the
pharmacy at a Walgreens
near the company’s
Deerfield headquarters.

“Customer service goes
a long way. Everybody fills
the same prescriptions, but
if you’re providing them with
a friendly, knowledgeable
individual, that gives them a
level of service above and
beyond.”

That pharmacist’s per-
sonalized touch mirrors the
117-year-old company’s ori-
gin story, when founder
Charles R. Walgreen Sr. and
colleague Arthur C. Thorsen
personally greeted each cus-

tomer who came to the door
of their modest 20-by-50-
foot pharmacy on Chicago’s
South Side.

Some customers also
called in their orders to
Walgreen. He famously tried
to keep the person on the
phone long enough to give
his assistant Caleb Danner
time to gather the requested
items and personally deliver
them.

Company historians
have coined it the “two-
minute drill.”

“He was bringing a new
level of customer service to
the industry,” said Michael
Polzin, a longtime Walgreens
spokesman. “It was one of

the things he focused on
early on.”

Walgreen, born near
Galesburg, moved to Dixon
with his family as a child. At
16, he got his first pharmacy
job, working for Horton’s
Drugstore, where he earned
$4 a week. He quit after a
year and a half, but contin-
ued in the pharmacy busi-
ness, working for several
pharmacists after arriving in
Chicago in 1893.

Walgreen ended up at
Isaac Blood’s drugstore
inside Barrett’s Hotel at the
corner of Cottage Grove and
Bowen avenues. In 1901,
Blood sold the store to
Walgreen for $6,000. It took
Walgreen years to pay off a
loan he needed to make the
purchase.

Walgreen became an
innovator, taking what had
been a dimly lit drugstore
and installing bright lights.
He widened the aisles and
started selling items uncom-
mon for pharmacies at the
turn of the century, like pots
and pans.

Walgreen, like other
pharmacists, introduced the
soda fountain to his stores,
but he kept his open year-
round, serving his wife
Myrtle’s homemade special-
ties, like chicken, tongue and

egg salad sandwiches, bean
and cream of tomato soup,
and cakes and pies.

In 1919, Walgreen had
20 stores, which a decade
later grew to 525.

Company historians
have attributed Walgreens
tremendous growth in the
1920s to the popularity of
the malted milkshake,
invented by soda jerk Ivar
“Pop” Coulson in 1922.

Coulson added vanilla
ice cream to the common
malted milk drink, which
consisted of milk, chocolate
syrup and malt powder.

Daniel Okrent, in his
book “Last Call: The Rise and
Fall of Prohibition,” suggests
the store also benefited from
alcohol sales during that
time, because pharmacies
were allowed to sell booze
for medicinal purposes.

It was in the 1950s when
Walgreens entered the mod-
ern retail era, with the intro-
duction of self-service
stores. Until then, clerks
working behind counters
retrieved goods off shelves
for customers.

By the 1980s, the com-
pany was building more and
more stand-alone stores
instead of those in strip
malls or attached to other
retailers. By the next decade,
the company started build-

ing drive-through pharmacy
lanes.

Expansion has contin-
ued in recent years: in 2010,
Walgreens acquired New
York-based pharmacy chain
Duane Reade; in 2014, it
merged with Switzerland-
based Alliance Boots, and in
2017, it got regulatory
approval to purchase about
2,000 Rite Aid stores.

With that addition,
Walgreens will have about
10,000 locations in the
United States.

So how can a chain

that’s become America’s
pharmacist maintain its per-
sonal touch?

“It was so important to
Charles Walgreen Sr. to make
that connection with his
customers,” says Polzin, the
company spokesman. “I
think that carries through
today, too.

“Obviously, we’re a
much, much bigger retailer
and pharmacist than we
were back then, but we still
want to provide that care to
each individual that comes
into our stores.”

Walgreens, America’s pharmacist, got its start in Illinois
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Courtesy of Walgreens
WALGREEN’S FIRST STORES were brighter and had wider aisles than competing pharmacies
of the time. This store is circa 1910.

Courtesy of Walgreens
THE SODA FOUNTAIN was part of Walgreens stores for
decades, with the company’s claim to fame being the 1922
invention of the malted milkshake by a soda jerk.

Channahon Lanes and
Mini Golf will celebrate its
20th anniversary and grand
opening Friday through
Sunday, May 18-20, with
special events.

On Friday, a ribbon cut-
ting will be held at 4 p.m.
Listen to WCCQ Live Remote
Broadcast between 5 and
7:45 p.m. for giveaways and
enter to win concert tickets.

Visit the Chicago All
Fired Up food truck between
4 and 10 p.m.

On Saturday there will
be a Taco Burrito King food
tent from noon to 4 p.m.,
and face painting from noon
to 5 p.m. The Channahon
Fire and Police departments
will visit from 2 to 4 pm. and
there will be hourly give-
aways between noon and 10
p.m.

There will again be face
painting on Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m. The Chicago
All Fired Up food truck will
return from noon to 8 p.m.,
and there will be more
hourly giveaways from noon
to 8 p.m.

A round of mini golf,
regularly $8, will be $5.
Children ages 3 and under
will be free.

The 20th anniversary of
Channahon Lanes will see
prices rolled back to the
1998 grand opening. A game
of bowling, shoe rental and
sodas will be $1.

Discounted punch
cards will be available for
purchase and can be used
through the end of August.
Four rounds of mini golf will
be $20 and 20 games of
bowling will be $20.

Channahon Lanes is a
family-owned business.
Proprietors are Tom and
Betsy Doud, Greg and Patti
Paul who are also owners of
Riverfront Lanes in
Wilmington.

The bowling alley
includes 16 lanes, a full bar,
pool tables, a snack bar, and
a large bar area for parties
and fundraisers.

The mini golf was con-
structed by Harris Golf from
Pennsylvania. Tons of dirt
were hauled in to create hills
and hand formed rocks were
created around the pond
from cement.

The mini golf course

features 18 holes with two
ponds with water spouts.
Snacks, soft served ice
cream, soda and beer are for

sale outdoors.
Channahon Lanes and

Mini Golf is located at 25306
W. Eames St.

Channahon Lanes, Mini Golf 
to host weekend celebration

Courtesy photo

THE NEW MINI golf course in Channahon features 18 holes
and two ponds with water spouts.
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Mr. and Mrs. Brian Earley

Teri Karl and Brian Earley were married
on Jan. 6, 2018 at the Fiscalini Ranch
Preserve overlooking the Pacific Ocean in
Cambria, CA.

The bride’s parents are Dan Karl of
Bolingbrook, IL and Natalie Karl of
Plainfield, IL.

The groom’s parents are Chris and
Sheree Earley of Braidwood, IL.

Present for the ceremony and witnesses
were the couple’s parents and sisters,
Courtney Szczerba and Sonia Karl.

Following the ceremony a luncheon
was held at Robin’s in downtown Cambria,
CA and a tour of Hearst Castle in San
Simeon, CA.

The couple reside in Plainfield, IL and
are planning a reception for family and
friends.

Karl, Earley united in marriage

Mr. and Mrs. Piotr Szczerba

Courtney Earley and Piotr Szczerba
were married on Aug. 19, 2017 at St. Daniel
the Prophet Catholic Church in Chicago.

The Rev. Slawomir Kurc officiated.
The bride’s parents are Chris and Sheree

Earley of Braidwood, IL.
The groom’s parents are Stanislaw and

Krystyna Szczerba of Romeoville, IL.
Maid of honor was Jessica Murry.
Bridesmaids were Wiktoria Szczerba,

Elizabeth Miller and Abigayle Hess.
Flower girl was Isla Ryan.
Best man was Robert Szczerba.
Groomsmen were Brian Earley, Robert

Fitzgerald, Douglas Fitz and Shawn Lemke.
Ringbearer was Adrian Martinez.
Greeters were Kaiden and Lydia

Schrieber and Grace Hanson.
Scripture was read in Polish by Angelika

Szczerba and in English by Robert Earley.
The recessional march was played on

Irish bagpipes.
The couple honeymooned in Ireland

and now reside in Chicago.

Earley, Szczerba exchange vows

Kathy Voight was best
loser for the week on May 8,
2018 when TOPS IL 2264
held their weekly meeting.
The group is now in the 13
weeks of Area Summer
Competitions. Upcoming
events include the yearly
election of officers on July 3
An open house and award
presentation are also sched-
uled for July.

Joan Benson opened

her auction gift. There was
only one gift to bid on for
May 15. Sandy Hundley
drew for the 50/50 pot with-
out picking the winning
white marble. Verna Clark is
close to completing the wal-
let challenge.

Kathy Linneman is cele-
brating her 39th wedding
anniversary this week.
Carmen Kinders’ birthday is
May 10. This week’s program

was Six Tips to Kick Those
Temptations presented by
Lori Jackson.

TOPS IL 2264 meets
weekly on Tuesday evenings.
The meeting begins at 5:45
p.m. A 30 minute weigh-in
precedes the meetings held
at 110 S. Division  St. at the
Braidwood Baptist Church
Auxiliary building. Visitors
are welcome.

Braidwood TOPS in summer competitions
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SOUTH WILMINGTON 
UNITED

METHODIST
225 Rice Street • 815-

426-6169
Pastor Dennis

Brooks
Sunday worship -

8:30 a.m.
• Holy communion

served on first Sunday of
each month and special
occasions.

CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE
303 S. Kankakee
Wilmington, IL

476-4673
Rev. Bill Luttrell

wilmington-
nazarene @sbcglob-

al.net
Sun.: 9 a.m.,

Sunday school; 10 a.m.,
coffee and fellowship;
10:30 a.m., worship

Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible
study and prayer service

Sat.: 9 a.m., Men’s
prayer breakfast

• Those who need a
ride to Sunday school
and church should call
or e-mail the church.

FAITH BAPTIST
CHURCH

3950 N. Goose Lake
Rd.

Morris, IL
(Corner of Pine

Bluff, Lorenzo and
Goose Lake roads)

942-0675
Pastor Caleb
Counterman
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship service,
children’s service; 6 p.m.,
worship

Wed.: 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting

PHELAN ACRES 
BIBLE CHURCH

26009 Willow Lane
Phelan Acres

Wilmington, IL
476-7818

Pastor Jeffrey
Whittum

Wed.: 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday School;  11 a.m.,
worship, children’s
church

MAIN STREET  BAPTIST CHURCH
110 S. Division St. • Braidwood, IL

Pastor Justin Kinder
msbbraidwood.com

Sun.: 9:45 a.m., Sunday school; 11 a.m. and 6
p.m., worship

Wed.: 6 p.m., prayer meeting
• Office hours are Wedneday and Friday, 9 a.m.

to noon.
• Awana and youth will meet at 6 p.m. on

Wednesdays.

CHURCH OF HOPE
Monroe & Jefferson
Streets; Gardner, IL

Pastor Jan Chandler;
237-8312

Sun.: 9 a.m.
Sunday school; 10:15
a.m., worship

Wed.: 8:30 a.m.,
Pastor’s prayer and lec-
tionary study group

Thu.: 8:30 a.m.,
church prayer group

NEW COMMUNITY
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
705 E. Washington St

Morris, IL
Pastor Kevin Yandell
Children’s Director

Patsy Phillips
815-942-4255
Sunday worship: 9

and 10:45 a.m.
• Nursery and chil-

dren’s programs offered

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

West River Road
Wilmington, IL
815-476-4060
Tue.: 7:30 p.m.,

Midweek meeting,
Christian Life and
Ministry

Sun.: 10 a.m., Bible
topic: Discourse on
Bible Topic

All interested per-
sons welcome, no col-
lections taken.

ISLAND CITY
BAPTIST CHURCH

120 Vine St.
Wilmington, IL

Pastor Jeff Logsdon
Assoc. Pastor/Music

Zane Lynn
815-476-9750

Sun.: 8:30 a.m.,
and 11 a.m., services,
nursery provided; 9:45
to 10:45 a.m., Sunday
school for all ages

Wed.: 6 to 7:15
p.m., adult Bible study
and prayer meeting
year-round

• Kindergarten
through twelfth grade
students meet from 6 to
7:15 p.m. for Bible study
during the school year

CHURCH OF
CHRIST

1440 Sunset Dr.
P.O. Box 202

Wilmington, IL
815-476-2616
Britton Roth

815-476-7659
Steve Gibson
815-634-4396

www.wilmingtoncoc.com
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Bible classes; 10:35 a.m.,
worship; 5 p.m., after-
noon worship

Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible
study

ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

14936 W. Peotone Rd.
Wilton Center, IL

478-3440
Father Roger

Kutzner
Pastor

Rev. Mr. Milt Leppert
Permanent Deacon

Mass schedule: 9
a.m., Monday through
Friday; 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday; 9 a.m., Sunday

• Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is on
Fridays from 9:30 to 11
a.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
106 S. Lincoln Street • Braidwood, IL

Pastor Dale Tolly
Church: 815-458-6317
Pastor: 815-922-2212

www.firstpresbraidwood.org
Sun.: 10 a.m., worship

ESSEX UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
114 W. Waverly Street

Sun: 9 a.m., children’s Sunday school; 9:30 a.m.,
adult Bible study; 10:30 a.m., worship

• Holy Communion is served on the first
Sunday of each month and on special occasions.

CHRISTIAN FAITH
CENTER

1800 S. Water St.
Wilmington, IL
815-388-8628

Pastor Jeff A. Urban
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

Family worship with
classes for children
ages newborn to 11-
years-old

Wed.: 7 to 8 p.m.,
Family worship with
classes for all ages

Renew your faith in 
your community newspaper

Subscribe today for home
delivery. Call 815-476-7966 

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

1414 W. Dupont Ave.
Morris, IL

815-579-8308
Sun.:  10 a.m.,

service

ROSE OF SHARON
MINISTRY

29 Aqueduct •
Diamond, IL

Rev. Jan Quiet  •
815- 228-9585

Sun.: 2 p.m., serv-
ice

• Gospel Sing is on
the second Saturday of
each month at 5 p.m.

• Christian Singles
meets at 6 p.m. on the
third Friday of each
month.

• A healing service
is held on the fourth
Saturday of each month
at 6 p.m.

RIVER OF LIFE
LUTHERAN

CHURCH LCMS
24901 S. Sage St. •

Channahon, IL
Pastor Hans Fiene

815-467-6401
Sun: 9 a.m., wor-

ship; 10:15 a.m., Sunday
school and Bible study

ST. LAWRENCE
CHURCH

P.O. Box 190
So. Wilmington, IL

815-237-2230
Masses: 4 p.m.,

Saturday; 10 a.m.,
Sunday; 7:30 a.m.,
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday

Reconciliation: 3
to 3:45 p.m., Saturday or
by appointment

• CCD classes are
held on Sunday morn-
ings from 8:30 to 9:40
a.m., at the South
Wilmington Grade
School. Call the rectory
for more information.

UNIVERSALIST 
UNITARIAN 

CHURCH OF JOLIET
2505 Washington St.

Joliet, IL
Rev. Emily Gage

722-0836
Sun.: 9 a.m., adult

gather, child care; 10:30
a.m., worship and
church school.

JOLIET JEWISH CONGREGATION
250 N. Midland Ave. • Joliet, IL

815-741-4600
Rabbi  Charles Rubovits

www.jolietjewishcongregation.org
Fri.: 7 p.m., service
Sat.: 9 a.m., service
• Religious school for pre-kindergarten through

eighth grade features Hebrew and Bar/Bat Mitzvah
training. Call the synagogue to register.

• All life cycle events and Jewish holidays cele-
brated. Social programs include congregational
Shabbat dinners, Seders, folk dancing, bagel and lox
brunches, book clubs, adult education classes and
other special events.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

4470 E. Rt. 113
P.O. Box 39

Coal City, IL
Pastor

David Gilleland
815-634-2654 

www.fbccoalcity.com
Wed.: 7 p.m., adult

Bible study and activi-
ties for children and
youth

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday school for all
ages; 11 a.m., Sunday
worship

LIVING STONES
COMMUNITY

CHURCH
25124 S. Fryer St. •

Channahon, IL
815-325-8476
• Pastor Joe

Popischill invited bikers
and people of faith to
church on Sundays at
10:30 a.m.

• Fellowship and
Bible study follows.

• Blessings of bikes
coming soon.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1824 Church St., Wilmington, IL

Dallas Henry, Lead Minister
Zach Griepenstroh, Student & Arts Minister

815-476-6734
www.fccwilmington.org

Sun.: 8:30 and 10 a.m., worship service and
children’s worship; 10 a.m., Bible classes, preschool
through fifth grade children are invited to join Kid’s
Cove to discover God’s word with singing and Bible
stories during the 10 a.m. worship service; a nursery
is provided for all Sunday morning activities

• Collision for sixth through twelfth grades
meets on Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

• Family groups meet throughout the week in
Wilmington and Coal City. Call the church for more
information.

• Celebrate Recovery meets at the church each
Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Moms Connect meets on the first and third
Thursday of each month at 9 a.m. Check out the new
web page at www.fccwilmington.org/moms-con-
nect.

BRACEVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

106 W. Gould Street • P.O. Box 46
Braceville, IL

Pastor Karen Fabian
815-237-8512

bumclighthouse@yahoo.com
Sun.: 10:30 a.m., worship, first Sunday with

Holy Communion

• United Methodist People meet on the second

Tuesday of each month, time and location to be

determined

• Women’s Bible study is held on Tuesdays at 10

a.m.

• Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are on

Friday at 8 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
401 E. Kahler Rd. • Wilmington, IL

The Rev. Harriette Cross
815-476-5474

web page: www.fumcwilm.com
Wed.: 9 a.m. to noon, preschool; 7 p.m., choir

practice, Alcoholics Anonymous
Thu.: 6 p.m., confirmation class
Fri.: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., preschool; 10 a.m., memo-

rial service and luncheon; 6 p.m., preschool gradua-
tion

Sat.: 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., adult Sunday school; 9:30 a.m.,

worship, Chancel Choir, Sunday school for kinder-
garten through fifth grade

Mon.: 6:30 p.m., 4-H
• Preschool information can be found at the

church office or its website.
• The church offers youth group, Men’s Club,

women’s groups, Christian fellowship dinners, and
mission and community outreach opportunities.

RITCHEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Route 102 • Wilmington, IL

815-476-6166
Sun.: 10:30 a.m., worship service
• Communion with Pastor Brent Phillips is on

the first Sunday of each month.

CHRISTIAN LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 113 and I-55 • 2960 E. Division St.

Diamond, IL
815-518-5441

www.clachurch.org
Randy Adams, Lead Pastor

Joe Drick, Pastor
Sun.: 8 a.m., prayer; 9 a.m., Sunday school for all

ages; 10 a.m., worship service
Wed.: 6:30 p.m., Kids Connection, Metalshop

Youth Group and adult elective studies
• Everyone is invited to a community block party

at the church on Saturday, June 9, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. The event is free.

WILMINGTON 
CHURCH OF GOD

1200 Sunset Dr.
Wilmington, IL

Pastor William Gray
678-972-0559

Sun.: 10 a.m., Sunday sc
hool; 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
worship service
Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible study

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

195 S. Kankakee St. • Coal City, IL
815-634-4171

Reverend Robert Noesen
stmaryassumptionparish.org

Sunday Mass: 4 p.m., Saturday; 7:30 and 11:15 a.m.,
Sunday; confessions are heard from 3:20 to 3:45 p.m. on
Saturday.

Daily Mass and devotions
• Monday - 8 a.m., rosary, communion service
• Tuesday - 8 a.m., rosary, communion service at

Immaculate Conception in Braidwood; 6:30 p.m., Mass
at Assumption Parish

• Wednesday - 8 a.m., rosary, confessions, Mass,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena

• Thursday - 8 a.m., rosary, Mass at Immaculate
Conception in Braidwood

• Friday - 8 a.m., rosary, Mass at Assumption Parish
• First Friday - 8 a.m., rosary, confessions, Mass
• First Saturday - 8 a.m., rosary, Immaculate

Conception Novena, Mass with the distribution of the
Sacrament of the Sick

Additional Devotional Prayer
Life at Assumption Parish

• Monthly Devotional prayers [Novena] to Our Lord
and His servant, Saint Peregrine, patron saint of those
who suffer with cancer or any incurable disease or con-
dition, Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament -
first Tuesday of the month following the 6:30 p.m. Mass

• Mother of the Eucharist Perpetual Adoration
Chapel is across from the church at 195 S. Kankakee St.
The chapel is a place of silent prayer in the presence of
Jesus Christ, truly present in the Eucharist. The Eucharist
is solemnly exposed for adoration 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Everyone is encouraged to stop in anytime,
make regular visits and sign up for a specific time of ado-
ration each week.

• A Memorial Day Mass will be held Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Braidwood on Monday, May 28, at 10 a.m.
Bring a lawn chair.

IGNITE
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
1180 W. 1st St.
Braidwood, IL

Ignitechristianchur
ch.org

Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

The non-denomi-
national church offers
children’s church and
weekly men’s and
women’s Bible study.
Visit the church on
Facebook.

NEW HOPE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

80 N. Garfield St.
Coal City, IL

815-634-8332
newhopepresbychurch@gmail.com

The Rev. Mark Hughey

Wed.: 7 p.m., Session
Fri.: 9 a.m., Newsletter articles due
Sun.: Day of Pentecost; 9 a.m., contemporary

worship service; 10:30 a.m., traditional worship serv-
ice

Mon.: 10:45 a.m., Meals on Wheels; 1 p.m., Bible
study; 5 to 6 p.m., St. Vincent’s Table served at New
Hope

• Office hours are Monday through Friday, from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• The church will host St. Vincent Table each
Monday, April through June. To volunteer contact
Cathy Milne at 815-370-7817, cathymilne
@ymail.com.

• A prayer gathering will be held in the church
sanctuary from 10 to 10:15 a.m., before the 10:30
a.m., worship, on Sunday, June 3.

• Committee Night will be Wednesday, June 6, at
7 p.m.

• Sunday school will resume in the fall.
• Elizabeth Ministry – The Rosebud Program:

Each rosebud in front of the sanctuary is for a couple
building a family. Yellow rosebuds are for those trying
to conceive, trying to adopt, or suffering infertility.
Pink rosebuds are for those who are pregnant. Red is
for those who have given birth or have had a success-
ful adoption. White is for those suffering the loss of a
child. Instructions for adding persons to our
Elizabeth Ministry prayers are on the table in the
narthex.

• The Women’s Association is inviting all women
to meet on Wednesday, June 6, at 1 p.m., to install
officers. The Women’s Association collects box tops,
soup labels, can tabs, canceled stamps and extra
pennies for Least Coin to help other missions.

• Sign up on the tri-fold at least a week in
advance for Food Pantry and Meals on Wheels.

UNITED LUTHERAN
CHURCH

309 E. Jefferson St. •
Gardner, IL

Rev. Greg Olson
Church 815-237-

2227
Cell 309-203-9758

Sun.: 10 a.m., wor-
ship, word and sacrament

• Alcoholics
Anonymous meets every
Wednesday at 8 p.m.

• Office hours are on
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
110 S. School St. • Braidwood, IL

Rev. Robert Noesen, Pastor
Rectory: 815-458-2125

Emergency: 815-418-5714
www.icparishbraidwood.org

Weekend Mass: 5:45 p.m., Saturday, Mass fol-
lowed by confessions; 9:30 a.m., Sunday

Tue.: 8 a.m., rosary; 8:30 a.m., communion
service

Thu.: 8 a.m., rosary; 8:30 a.m., Mass followed by
confessions

• The Adoration Chapel in Fr. White Hall is open
24/7, but unlocked daily from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A code
is available for those visiting the chapel before or
after hours. Everyone is welcome. If you would like to
make a commitment, or access the code, call Bill
Scheer at 815-458-6800.

• A Memorial Day Mass will be held Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Braidwood on Monday, May 28, at 10 a.m.
Bring a lawn chair.

ABUNDANT LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP

23632 W. Hwy. 113
Wilmington, IL
815-458-6530

Pastor Greg Linkous
alfwilmington.com

• Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship, children’s
church and nursery
available

• Tue.: Home
church (Bible study)

• Wed.: 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., ladies Bible study
at the church; 7 to 8:30
p.m., men’s Bible study
at the church

• Sat.: 8 to 10 a.m.,
men’s prayer breakfast
on the second Saturday
of each month

• Potluck fellow-
ship dinner is held on
the first Sunday of each
month following wor-
ship.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wilmington, IL

The Rev. Sebastian Gargol
School Principal: Linda Bland

Rectory 476-7491; School 476-6220; Religious
Education 476-6220; Kuzma Cottage 476-2030,
Hours: 9-11 a.m., Mon.-Fri.

Schedule
Morning Mass 8 a.m. on Tues., Wed. and Fri.;

Saturday Vigil at 4:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 7 and 11
a.m.

Thu.: 10 a.m., Legion of Mary in the St. Rose
Church meeting room; 4:30 p.m., finance meeting; 6
to 7 p.m., Holy Hour/Confessions at St. Rose Church;
7:30 p.m., parish council

Sun.: Kuzma Cottage collection
• Preschool graduation will be held on Monday,

May 21.
• School Mass will be celebrated at 1:30 p.m., on

Friday, May 25.

PARK STREET
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
United Church

of Christ
806 Park Street

Mazon, IL
815-448-5514

Pastor Tyler Carrell
★★★

Sun.: 9 a.m., wor-
ship; 10:30 a.m., Sunday
school Wed.: 6 p.m.,
Bible study

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
& Grace Lutheran Preschool

907 Luther Dr. • Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9480

Reverend David Vidler
Preschool Director Mary Kay Hays

office@gracewilm.org
pastor@gracewilm.org

Wed.: 6 p.m., final confirmation class - ice
cream social

Thu.: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Life Line screenings; 7
p.m., Boy Scout meeting

Fri.: 9 a.m., Friday Crew; 6:30 p.m., preschool
graduation

Sat.: 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers
Sun.: Recycle Sunday; 9 a.m., worship with

communion; 10 a.m., coffee time
Mon.: Lamp articles are due; 7 p.m., Alcoholics

Anonymous
• A piano recital will be held at 6 p.m. on

Thursday, May 31. Admission will be free and all will
be welcome.

HARVEST WORSHIP
CENTER

32111 S. Rt. 53
Wilmington, IL
847-833-3918

Pastor Michael
Freeman

Asst. Pastor
Neta Mihovilovich

wilmingtonharvest-
worshipcenter@gma

il.com
Sun.: 4:30 p.m.,

service

Coal City United Methodist Church,
located at 6805 E. McArdle Rd., will hold a
drive-up pork chop dinner on Saturday,
May 19, from 4 to 6:30 pm.

All meals will be packed in carry-out
containers to take home and enjoy.

Dinners will include two pork chops,
cheesy potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw and
a dinner roll for $12.

All proceeds from the dinner will go the
church building fund.

There will only be 100 dinners avail-
able.

Drive-up pork
chop dinner

Vacation Bible School will be held at
Coal City United Methodist Church, 6805 E.
McArdle Rd., from 9 a.m. to noon, Monday
through Friday, June 18-22.

The theme will be Shipwrecked:
Rescued by Jesus.

Registration is being accepted. The cost
is $20 per child through Sunday, June 10.
After June 10, the cost will be $30 per child.

Make checks payable to CCVBS.
Registration forms are available to down-
load and print at coalcityvbs.org.

All children in preschool through fifth
grade are welcome to attend. Children in
sixth grade and older may serve as crew
leaders. Adult helpers are also needed.

Walk-in registration will be held at the
church on Wednesday, May 30, and
Thursday, June 7, from 4 to 6 p.m., or regis-
ter during church office hours, Monday
through Thursday, be
tween 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.

For more information email
ccvbs@hotmail.com or call the church
office at 815-634-8670.

Vacation Bible School
registration open

Christian Life Assembly Church (CLA)
is inviting everyone to its community block
party on Saturday, June 9, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.

There will be food, games for children,
an on-site scavenger hunt for prizes, face
painting, Tower Hill Stables’ Petting Zoo,
AWANA Team activities, a hay rack ride,
music and its own Mega-Sports Camp Test
Drive Softball and Soccer skills experiences.

The Wilmington Fire and Police depart-
ments will be bringing vehicles and a giant
bubble machine.

The event is free. Come and get to know
your friends and neighbors who attend CLA.

The church is located at 2960 E.
Division St., Diamond.

Free block party

COAL CITY UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
6805 E. McArdle Rd.

815-634-8670
The Reverend

Bradley D.
Shumaker

www.coalcityum.org
Wed.: 9 a.m.,

women’s Bible study in
the church library; 10:30
a.m., Alcoholics
Anonymous in the com-
munity building

Thu.: 1 to 3 p.m.
and 4 to 6 p.m., Coal
City Food Pantry food
distribution

Sun.: 8 and 10:30
a.m., worship; 9:15 a.m.,
Sunday school for all
ages; 8 p.m., Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting in
the community building

Sat.: 6 p.m.,
Narcotics Anonymous
in the community build-
ing

Mon.: 6:15 p.m.,
women’s Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting in
the community build-
ing; 9 to 11 a.m., Coal
City Food Pantry food
distrubtion from the
south entrance

Tue.: 7 p.m., Al-
Anon meeting in the
community building

• A drive-up pork
chop dinner will be held
on Saturday, May 19,
from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

• Graduates will be
honored on Sunday,
May 20, at the 8 and
10:30 a.m. services. Cake
will be served from 9 to
10:15 a.m.

• Vacation Bible
School will be held
Monday through Friday,
June 18-22, from 9 a.m.
to noon. Registration
forms are available at
coalcityvbs.org.

A Memorial Day Mass will be held
Mount Olivet Cemetery in Braidwood on
Monday, May 28, at 10 a.m. Bring a lawn
chair.

All graves will be blessed and American
flags will be place on graves of all veterans of
war.

Memorial Day
Mass in Braidwood

The St. Rose Council of Catholic
Women and the Knights of Columbus
Kuzma Council #11149 are hosting a baby
shower throughout May, to assist the
Pregnancy Resource Center in Coal City.

The pro-life Christian organization
serves Grundy and Southern Will counties
providing opportunities for women and
families who choose life for their preborn
babies.

Baby items needed include wipes, bibs,
preemie to 18 month onesies, newborn to
24 month sleepers, baby lotion, body wash,
shampoo and diaper rash cream, and dia-
pers in sizes two, three, four and five.

All donations will be welcome.
A crib is set up in the St. Rose Church’s

vestibule for donations at 626 S. Kankakee
St., Wilmington.

Baby shower being
held for Pregnancy
Resource Center

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
301 N. Kankakee St.

Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9025
http://1st-presbyte

rian-church.net
Sun.: Pentecost

Sunday, wear red to
church; 10:30 a.m., wor-
ship service with the
Rev. Hope Sibson; 11:30
a.m., fellowship



“Nothing’s more impor-
tant for a governor than hav-
ing a good budget because
that allows you to manage the
state to do your job.”

Let that recent quote
from former Gov. Jim Edgar as
reported by the State Journal-
Register sink in for a bit. 

“Nothing’s more impor-
tant for a governor than hav-
ing a good budget because
that allows you to manage the
state to do your job.”

The budget passed last
year over Gov. Bruce Rauner’s
veto was not a “good budget”
because the governor’s budg-
et office wasn’t directly
involved.  Legislators simply
don’t have the expertise to
pass a good budget without
the governor’s help.  The exec-
utive branch has experts who
know what the agencies and
programs need because they
are involved with this issue
every day. 

And so the governor and
his administration have been
struggling ever since last July
to implement a budget that it
had almost nothing to do
with.  That’s insane.  No one
who is truly interested in gov-
erning would allow that to
happen. 

Whether the governor
believes he will be re-elected

or not, it’s his job
to get something
done for the
future of his state.
And the very least
he can do is pro-
vide some stabili-
ty going forward
by finally doing
what every gover-
nor before him
has done:
Negotiate and
sign a workable
budget.

I mean, seri-
ously, we always make such a
big deal out of state budgets,
but this is a routine, mundane
matter almost everywhere
else. 

House Speaker Michael
Madigan told his caucus last
week that he believes the gov-
ernor wants an overtime ses-
sion so he can blame the
resulting gridlock on the
Democrats.  But Madigan told
his House Democrats that he
believes voters will blame
both sides.  This was taken by
some of his members as a
sign that Madigan finally real-
izes he needs to get some-
thing done one way or anoth-
er.  We’ll see.  That assessment
could be overly optimistic.

The budgeteers met via
teleconference last week and

not a word was
said about the
g o v e r n o r ’ s
r e p e a t e d
demands for an
“official” rev-
enue estimate.
Instead, they
reportedly had a
fairly productive
d i s c u s s i o n
about various
pension ideas.
So, that’s a good
sign.  The rev-
enue estimate

demand was a giant red her-
ring used for political and dis-
ruptive purposes. 

The Democrats appear
to have gamed out the end of
the spring session if they can’t
do a deal with the governor
for whatever reason. 

Money for the Quincy
veterans’ home and cash-
strapped prisons, universi-
ties, etc. will all be put into the
appropriations bills to entice
Republicans onto the legisla-
tion.  Some of the
Republicans who broke ranks
last year may not vote for the
legislation when it passes, but
may vote for it during the
override motion.

Some Republican top
dogs have said privately that
they believe rank-and-file
Democrats and Republicans
who voted for the vetoed
budget last year feel betrayed
because they were told that
the budget they passed was
balanced when it actually
wasn’t.  But in talking to those
folks, that doesn’t appear to
be the case.  

Many knew what they
were getting into and,
besides, what’s done is done
and they want another budg-
et now.  Plus, some disaffect-
ed House Republicans are
itching for one last fight with
the governor before they

retire.
House Republican

Leader Jim Durkin has
painstakingly put his caucus
back together twice in the
past year.  The first time was
after the budget override vote,
which badly split his caucus.
Members were essentially
told if they voted for the edu-
cation funding reform bill, all
would be forgiven.  And then
another blow-up was threat-
ened after Rep. Jeanne Ives
nearly defeated Gov. Rauner
in the GOP primary.  Durkin
has managed to keep things
mostly cool and separated
from caucus business since
then. 

It’s abundantly clear
from his public and private
remarks that Senate
Republican Leader Bill Brady
wants a negotiated budget
deal.  Durkin, meanwhile, has
solidly allied himself with the
governor, both in public and
reportedly during the leaders’
meetings. 

Durkin badly needs
Rauner’s money to fund his
campaigns against Speaker
Madigan this fall.  But this
alliance can also help move
things along if Rauner’s
staunch ally Durkin eventual-
ly informs the governor that
he needs to cut a deal for the
good of the state or face yet
another stinging defeat.  That
worked last year on the edu-
cation funding reform bill. 

Whatever happens, it’s
long past time that the gover-
nor do whatever he can to put
together a “good budget” for
his state.

The insanity behind Illinois’ budget process
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The horticulture pro-
gram at Trinity Services, 100
N. Gougar Rd., Joliet, will be
open to the public from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., through
Friday, May 18.

All flowers and plants
have been grown and cared
for by people with develop-
mental disabilities who
attend the program.

Proceeds from the sale
will benefit the program to
continue to provide educa-
tional and recreational
opportunities for the people
Trinity supports.

Flowers, including

dahlias, marigolds, snap-
dragons, verbenas, impa-
tiens and petunias, and veg-
etable, including peppers,
tomatoes and cucumbers,
are $15 a flat and $2 per cell.
Wave petunias are $26 per
flat or $10 per cell.

Hanging baskets range
from $15.50 to $19. Herbs,
including basil, cilantro,
lemongrass and rosemary,
are $3 each.

Grasses range from $4
to $8, and geraniums, super-
bells and ivy are $4 to $5
each.

Trinity Services’ horticulture
program holds spring sale
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Clip out this section and take it with you as you shop.
Deadline is a week before your garage sale!

Thursdays @ 4 p.m. for Monday’s Prairie Shopper
Mondays @ noon for The Free Press Advocate, 
The Braidwood Journal & The Coal City Courant

Garage Sales

Large Sale: 1221 
Vista, Thur.-Sat., 
May 17-19, 8:30 a.m.-
4p.m., many bikes,
snow blowers, lawn
mowers, oil lamps, 200 
dvds, 2 wheel chairs, 
2 walkers, much 
misc., don’t miss -
something forevery-
body. If there is 
rain garage will be 
reschuled to May 24, 
25 & 26. ca20a-20b

Junk In The Trunk
Saturday, May 19 
8am-noon at Rivals 
Lookout Park, 35149 
S. Rivals Rd., Pavilion, 
$10 to sell, no regis-
tration needed,  Rain 
or shine,  ch19a-20b 

731 Koala Ct., 
Thurs.-Sat., May 
17-19, 8am-2pm. 
Home decor, clothing,
kitchen items, & misc
items.  Something for
everyone.

409 Daniels. 
Thur.-Sat., May 17-19, 
9am-3pm.  Furniture; 
collectibles; some 
clothes & shoes, size 
2x and 7m; house-
wares.  ck20-b

WILMINGTON

31054 S. Indian Trail 
Rd., Thur.-Sat., May 
17-19, 8am-4pm, 
name brand clothes, 
household, tools, 
sewing material for 
crafts.  Something 
for everyone. 
cc20a-b

1408 N. Kankakee 
St. Fri. & Sat., May 
18 & 19, 
8:30am-4pm.  Tons 
of brand name, like 
new girls clothes 
sizes 6-12.  Over 30 
girls dresses.  Boys 
Under Armour. Vera 
Bradley, Longa-
berger.  Women’s 
clothes, L, XL, 1X. 
Other items added 
daily!  ck20a-b

WILMINGTON

Huge Moving Sale- 
135 W. Walnut St., 
May 16, 4-7p.m., May 
17 & 18, 9a.m.-4p.m. 
and May 19 9a.m.-?, 
junior and plus size’s 
antiques, lamps, primi-
tive decor and much 
more. cc20a-b

60 E. BLACKSTONE 
ST., Coal City- 60 
yrs. of garage sale 
items. Thurs., May 
17; Fri., May 18 & 
Sat., May 19, 
8am-4pm. cc20b

COAL CITY

Annual Garage Sale: 
1035 S. Broadway, 
Wed., May 16, 
2-6p.m., Thurs., May 
17, 9a.m.-5p.m., Fri., 
May 18, 9a.m.-noon, 
fold down table, “step” 
stool, books, lamp/end 
table, glassware, jew-
elry, rocker, high-chair, 
youth bed, much misc. 
ck20a-b

COAL CITY
HUGE Family Ga-
rage Sale! 276 W. 
Kennedy Rd., Thur., 
May 17, 4-8p.m., & 
Fri. & Sat., May 
18-19, 8am-4pm, 
Boys clothes infant 
to size 8. Girls 
clothes 3T-6. Junior 
clothing XS-S. 
Women's plus size 
clothing. Scrubs 
XL-2X. Infant items, 
toys, household 
items, curtains, puz-
zles. To much to list! 
cc20a-b

Braidwood Garage 
Sale Days, Fri. & 
Sat., June 8 & 9, 
8am-3pm. Look for 
red and white 
penants  all over 
town. Maps at First 
Presbyterian Church, 
106 S. Lincoln. 
ck20a-22b

BRAIDWOOD

568 Jordan Lane, 
Fri., May 18, 
8am-3pm & Sat., 
May 19, 8am-noon. 
Multi household. 
Weatherguard full 
size truck diamond 
plate w/ lock and 
key, misc. items, 
household items, 
snowmobile helmet 
& more.  ca20a-b

BRAIDWOOD

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

1BR upstairs apart-
ment, west of Coal 
City, $650/mo plus de-
posit, no pets, 
815-941-4985. 

Braidwood, 2 BR, stove 
and refrigerator, w/d 
hookup, C/A, garbage 
included,  $750/mo. 
plus security, no pets, 
call 815-458-6208. 
ca20a-23b

B r a i d w o o d - S m a l l ,  
ground level, quiet, 
one bedroom apart-
ment.  Landlord pays 
all utilities - heat, elec-
tric, water/garbage - 
$700.  References and 
security required, no 
pets, No smoking. 
815-476-2219, 815-
278-5846. 

Coal City, 550 Daisy 
Place, 2 BR, 1 BA, nice 
kitchen, w/d connec-
tion, stove & refrigera-
tor, $750/mo., avail. 
now,  no pets, 
815-941-4832. cc 
18b-22a

Gardner, 2 BR apts., 
$725 mo.  plus security 
deposit, call 
815-584-2331 or 
815-690-6977.
ch 15b-tfn

Coal City, newer 2 BR, 
1 BA, eat in kitchen, 
gas heat, CA, laundry 
facility, pet friendly, am-
ple parking, close to 
schools and park, $780 
to $805/mo., 
815-634-4244. See pic-
tures at 
www.apm4rent.com. ch 
48b-tfn

Newly rehabbed apt in 
Coal City, 1 BR, $495 
mo., no pets, 1 yr 
lease, 312-735-0671. 
ca18a-21b

AUTOS

For Sale: ‘98 Camaro, 
white, V6 auto, runs 
great, good body, some 
rust under floors, lower 
miles, $2,500 OBO, 
815-941-0405. 

1995 Ford Windstar 
Van, 154,000 miles,full 
interior, great shape, 
runs excellent, $1,500, 
815-274-9639 or 
815-258-3832.  

BOATS

15ft Jon boat, 25hp 
Johnson motor, $1,000.  
779-279-5945 or 
476-7414.  cc20a-21b

BUSINESS
PROPERTIES

FOR RENT

W I L M I N G T O N
SHOP/ INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING, approx. 
1100sq. ft., 14’x14’ 
overhead door, bath-
room, heated, 15’ ceil-
ing height, avail. May 1, 
no outside storage, 
$525/mo, $525 sec. de-
posit, broker owned, 
815-693-4216. 

DUPLEX FOR RENT

2BD, 2BA, 2 car ga-
rage, $1,150/mo + se-
curity, call Frank 
815-278-3802. cc20b-
24a

3 Bedroom Duplex 
Ranch Style, Only 2 
units per building. 
1/2 Mile from I-55 (Dia-
mond). Attached Ga-
rage, Large Backyard. 
Oak Cabinets, Con-
crete Drive, 
Washer/Dryer Hook-up 
All Maintenance in-
cluded. Available Aug. 
1, $975 per month 
Plus sewer and water. 
No Smoking or Pets & 
Year Lease. Call 
815-634-2755. ck20a-
23b 

Wilmington - 1 BR, wa-
ter, garbage, sewer in-
cluded, security deposit 
req., no pets, rent 
$425/month, tennant 
pays gas and electric, 
call 708-895-2637. 
cc18a-21b

FOR RENT

HALL RENTAL: Avail-
able for parties, show-
ers & meetings. Seats 
75 people, full kitchen 
avail. If interested call 
Braidwood First Pres-
byterian Church, 
815-458-6317. cc12b-
28a

Brand new Towneplace 
Suites by Marriott open-
ing soon. Are you ready 
to start a new adven-
ture with our team of 
rock stars? We are cur-
rently looking for ener-
getic FT or PT House-
keepers/laundry. Bene-
fits for Full-Time em-
ployees.  Employees 
also get to enjoy room 
discounts. Also accept-
ing Resumes for Guest 
Service Rep. and Over-
night Guest Service 
Rep. Interested? 
Please email your Re-
sume to 
tpsminooka@gmail.co
m Please include which 
position you are inter-
ested in. cc 20a-23b

HELP WANTED

Carpenter needed for 
local deck company. 
Must be motivated and 
a hard worker.  Also 
must have drivers li-
cense. Free ride to job 
site. Good wages. 
815-790-3282. cc14a-
21B

Flooring Installers 
wanted.  Please call 
Brown’s Carpet Care at 
815-476-5188.  ch16b-
tfn

Full-Time Local Driver 
Opportunity w/ Averitt! 
Need a fresh start? 
Better pay, better 
benefits-Turn Here! 
M-F, Home Daily, Call 
877-749-5881 Averitt-
Drivers.com. EOE/AA 
including Veterans and 
Disabled. cc20a-20b

Janitorial position, shift 
day/night, must be 18 
yrs or older, valid driv-
ers license, subject to 
background check, ap-
ply in person only, 513 
N. Kankakee St., Wil-
mington. ch12b-TFN

Lake Shannon is in 
need of Certified Life-
guards.  $11/hr, contact 
815-365-2606 or come 
to the Lake Shannon 
office 18530 W. 3000 N 
Rd., Reddick. 
cc19a-22b

Now Hiring:  Cooks, 
waitresses, dishwash-
ers, bartenders.  Apply 
in person 900 N. Union 
St., Dwight, 815-584-
2331.  ch10a-tfn

Offering CNA classes, 
days, evenings and 
weekends.   Home 
health nurses needed. 
Call for class dates, 
630-771-1162 or 
630-771-9069,
www.sncnatraining.com 
cc 11a-37b

Sales Position - B2B 
sales.  Must be well or-
ganized, a good self 
starter and good com-
municator.  Salary plus 
commission.  815-476-
5188.  ch15a-tfn

Servers and delivery 
drivers needed at La Pi-
azza, 435 W. Division, 
Coal City. Apply in per-
son. ch 27a-tfn

The Village of Dia-
mond is seeking 2 PT 
public works employ-
ees for summer lawn 
maintenance.  Duties 
include but not limited 
to mowing and weed 
trimming.  20-hour 
work week at $12.00 
per hr.  Must be min. 
18 yrs. of age and pos-
sess a valid driver's li-
cense. Mandatory drug 
screen, physical and 
background check re-
quired.  Applications 
can be obtained 
on-line or in person. 
Application deadline is 
May 25, 2018. Village 
of Diamond,1750 E. 
Division St., Diamond, 
IL:
www.villageofdiamond.
org. ch20a-21b

The Village of Elwood 
is accepting applica-
tions for seasonal help 
within the Public Works 
Department. Hours are 
Monday through Friday 
from 6:30am to 3:00pm. 
Employment Applica-
tion can be downloaded 
online at www.villageo-
felwood.com. Email 
completed application 
to julie.friebele@vil-
lageofelwood.com or 
larry.lohmar@villageo-
felwood.com. ch20b-
21a

Tile Helper, must be 
reliable, have own 
transportation, & good 
work ethic. 
Napervi l le-Plainf ield 
area.  $12-$18/hour. 
Call John 815-342-
8104.  cc17a-20b

HELP WANTED

Trans Ova Genetics is 
looking for a Part Time 
Driver to transport oo-
cytes and embryos be-
tween satellite centers 
to our lab facilities in a 
safe and timely man-
ner. Ideally this person 
will be based near the 
Wilmington, IL area. 
May operate a com-
pany vehicle but if one 
is not provided, mile-
age for use of per-
sonal vehicle will be 
reimbursed. Must 
have a valid driver's li-
cense and good driv-
ing record. For more 
info and to apply visit 
w w w . t r a n s o v a . c o m  
and click on Careers. 
EOE.  cc20a-21b

Vacancy Notice-The 
Coal City Community 
Unit School District #1 
is presently accepting 
applications for the fol-
lowing cafeteria worker 
positions for the 
2018-2019 school 
year:four server posi-
tions (1 at ECC, 1 at 
ES, 1 at IS, 1 at MS) 
3.2 hours per day of 
student attendance.
Support staff applica-
tions are available on 
the district's website at 
www.coalcityschools.or
g or can be picked up 
at the District Office, 
550 S Carbon Hill 
Road., Coal City.  Ap-
plication deadline is 
Wednesday May 23, 
2018. EOE. ch20b-21a

HOMES FOR RENT

Braidwood, 4 or 3 BR, 1 
office/den, 1.5 BA, lg. 
living room & kitchen. 
C/A, w/d, stove, refrig-
erator, deck, patio, lg 
shaded lot w/ storage 
shed.  1055 W. Main 
St. 1st, last, sec. credit 
check.  $950 
815-476-6462.  cc18a-
21b

Morris, Minooka, Chan-
nahon:  2 BR, 2 full BA, 
2 car garage, air, stove, 
refridgerator, dish-
washer, w/d hook-up, 
fireplace, lg shaded lot 
with deck.  Between 
Morris, & Channahon. 
Very nice mobile home.  
A must see! Minooka 
schools.  5335 San-
dridge Rd.  $925/mo. 
1st, last, sec. 
815-476-6462.  cc20a-
23b

Morris: cute 1BR home 
on very nice lot, c/a, 
basement, 2 car ga-
rage, $900/mo + secu-
rity, 815-941-1532, 
leave message. 
cc18b-22a

HOMES FOR SALE

Braidwood:  3 BR, 2 
BA, 3 car attached & 
30’x30’ det. garage, 
covered patio & deck, 
granite counters, hard-
wood & tile floors, 
fenced yard & hot tub 
$255,000.  Call 
815-953-5264.  cc18a-
21b

Coal City, 3 BR, 2 1/2 
BA, huge backyard, 
patio, dish washer, 
washer, dryer, stove, 
refrigerator, living 
room, dining room, 
partial basement Con-
venient location. Great 
for first time home 
buyer or investment. 
Call or text 
815-302-1979, leave 
message. cc19b-23a

For sale in Gardner-3 
BR, 2 full BA, like new, 
will sell on contract. 
Call 815-237-2635. cc 
19b-21a

HOUSEHOLD
GOODS

8 piece living room set. 
1 couch, 1 loveseat, 1 
chair, 1 ottoman, 2 end 
tables, 1 coffee table, 1 
sofa table. $500. 6 
piece wood Master 
bedroom set. 1 queen 
slay bed, 1 dresser w/ 
mirror, 2 chest of draw-
ers, 2 side tables. $500. 
6 piece dining room set. 
4 chairs, 1 table, 1 
hutch. $300. 630-935-
6908. cc19a-20b

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

2000 Astro van, 90,000 
miles, new engine, 
$5,900; Cub Cadet, 5 
in. deck, 600 hours, 
$1,400; Older Yard Ma-
chine, 46 in. deck, 
$300, 8yr old Yard Ma-
chine, does not run, 
$100; call 
815-295-7289. cc19b-
21a

Antique bedroom set 
includes double bed 
w/canopy top, mat-
tress, box spring, lg. 
dresser w/mirror & 
night stand w/2 big 
drawers, $450 OBO. 
King sz. mattress 
w/frame, $150 OBO, 
815-651-7129. ca 
19b-23a

Beige stove $90, re-
frigerator $90, over 
stove microwave $40, 
stone gas fireplace 
$400, water heater 
$190. Call 815-458- 
3144 or 815-693-4994. 
ca 19b-21a

Essex Lions Club Com-
munity Building for rent, 
seats 275 people, 
kitchen and bar avail-
able, call Phil at 
815-405-5020 or Don 
815-354-2822. cc25b-
24a 

Estate Sale in Coal 
City, high end furniture 
for low prices, dining 
room set, 2 formal liv-
ing room sets, 1 
couch, fur coats, mink 
stole, mink coat & bea-
ver coat, artwork, lots 
of misc. lets make a 
deal, call for appoint-
ments 815-634-4946, 
serious inquiries only, 
will be available during 
all town garage sales. 
ca18a-20b

FIREWOOD
Dry, seasoned   oak 
firewood, cherry and 
oak BBQ firewood, 
split, $119. The best 
firewood & quick, 
friendly service. 
815-260-0108. cc 
12a-20b

Hall Rental - Available
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100
people, full kitchen
available. If interested
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Passport/Foid
Photos

We take color photo-
graphs for passports, 
gun owners’ cards 
(FOID), plumber cards, 
ID’s and more. $8 each 
for FOID or Passport (2 
pics) for $10. Taken 
throughout the week, 
from 8:30 a.m-5 p.m., 
usually available within 
24 hours. Please do not 
wear white   or    very  
pale colors. Call 
815-476-7966 or stop 
by the Free Press of-
fice, 111 S. Water St., 
Wilmington. tfn/47b

Rodney’s Refurbished
push and riding lawn
mowers, call
815-214-8003. cc16a-
27b

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

Braidwood, 2 BR, 1 BA, 
no pets, security de-
posit required, call
815-693-9141. ck19a-
22b

PETS

Winter apparel  now
available. Blue, Cani-
dae, Fromm, Natural
Balance, Science diet,
Whole Earth Farms,
Taste of the Wild, Pure 
Vita, Diamond Natural, 
Chicken soup for the
Soul,  Stella's and
Chewey's.  Raw diets, 
Pet Gifts, Fritters for
Critters, Dog toys, pet 
accessories. Exotic
bird and Small animal 
accessories. Décor and 
so much more. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington, Il
60481 815-476-5104.
ch50a-tfn

REAL ESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF GRUNDY - 
MORRIS, ILLINOIS
DEUTSCHE BANK NA-
TIONAL TRUST COM-
PANY, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR ARGENT 
SECURITIES INC., AS-
SET- 
B A C K E D
PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-M2;
Plaintiff,
vs.
DALE D. GILLISPIE;
CHRISTINE P. GILLIS-
PIE; 
ILLINOIS HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT AUTHOR-
ITY; 
COLLECTION PROFES-
SIONALS, INC.;
Defendants,
15 CH 75
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is
hereby given that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure entered in
the above entitled cause
Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on
Wednesday, June 20,
2018, at the hour of 2:00 
p.m. in the office of Don-
ald F. Black, 201 Liberty 
Street, Suite 211, Morris, 
Illinois 60450, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash,
the following described
mortgaged real estate:

LOT 117 IN BRISTOL
POINTE SUBDIVISION
FIRST ADDITION, BE-
ING A PART OF THE
SOUTHEAST QUARTER
OF SECTION 32, TOWN-
SHIP 34 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST OF THE
THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN, CITY OF MOR-
RIS AS DELINEATED
ON THE PLAT OF SUB-
DIVISION RECORDED
OCTOBER 21, 1998 IN
PLAT CABINET G AT
SLIDE 132 AS DOCU-
MENT NUMBER 367092,
IN GRUNDY COUNTY,
ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as
1584 Carol Anne Drive,
Morris, IL 60450.
P.I.N. 02-32-403-005.
The improvement on the
property consists of a sin-
gle family residence. If
the subject mortgaged
real estate is a unit of a 
common interest commu-
nity, the purchaser of the 
unit other than a mortga-
gee shall pay the assess-
ments required by sub-
section (g-1) of Section
18.5 of the Condominium 
Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down
by certified funds, bal-
ance within 24 hours, by
certified funds. No re-
funds.
The property will NOT be

open for inspection.
For information call Ms.
Nicole Fox at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Potestivo & As-
sociates, P.C., 251 Diver-
sion Street, Rochester,
Michigan 48307. (248)
853-4400 ext 1200. File
Number C14-12268
I3086688.

Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
May 16, 23 & 30, 2018.

MISCELLANEOUSHOMES FOR SALE

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Clear out the garage, it’s a mess!
Run an ad in the Free Press Newspapers,

BINGO!  RESULTS!
Phone: 476-7966 or 634-0315

EARLY 
DEADLINES:

Wed., May 16 & 
Wed., May 23 

at 2 p.m.

EARLY 
DEADLINES:

Wednesday, May 16 & 
Wednesday, May 23 

at 2 p.m.
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REAL ESTATE

One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE You can also 
visit The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.

Anselmo Lindberg & As-
sociates, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Road, 
Suite 120
NAPERVILLE, IL 60563
(630) 453-6960
E-Mail:          foreclosure-
notice@anselmolindberg.
com
Attorney File No. 
F17100100
Attorney ARDC No. 
3126232
Case Number: 17 CH 97
TJSC#: 38-2579

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt col-
lector attempting to col-
lect a debt and any infor-
mation obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

Publshed in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
May 2, 9 and 16, 2018

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TWELFTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Bank of America, N.A.
Plaintiff,
vs. 
Wendell E. Alexander; Ar-
row Financial Services, As-
signee of Washington Mu-
tual; Unifund CCR Partners
Defendant. No. 17 CH 
1936
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE

Public notice is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
judgment entered in the 
above cause on the 5th 
day of March, 2018, MIKE 
KELLEY, Sheriff of Will 
County, Illinois, will on 
Thursday, the 7th day of 
June, 2018 , commencing 
at 12:00 o'clock noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house Annex, 57 N. Ot-
tawa Street, Room 201, 
Joliet, IL 60432, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est and best bidder or bid-
ders the following-de-
scribed real estate:
Lot 7, in Vodick's Resubdi-

vision of part of Block 27, 
of Chicago and Wilmington 
Coal Company's Subdivi-
sion of Northwest 1/4 of 
Section 8, in Township 32 
North, and in Range 9 East 
of the Third Principal Me-
ridian, according to the plat 
thereof recorded March 12, 
1973, as Document No. 
R73-6766, excepting there-
from the coal and other 
minerals beneath the sur-
face, together with the right 
to mine and remove the 
same, in Will County, Illi-
nois.
Commonly known as: 440  
Sullivan Lane, Braidwood, 
IL 60408
Description of Improve-
ments: Single Family
P.I.N.:
02-24-08-116-007-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent 

(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No 
judicial sale fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit 
bid at the sale or by any 
mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and 
to the residential real es-
tate arose prior to the sale. 
All payments shall be 
made in cash or certified 
funds payable to the Sher-
iff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 

a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 

REAL ESTATE

surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.

FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:
Manley Deas Kochalski, 
LLC
One East Wacker Suite 
1250
Chicago, IL 60601
P: 1-614-220-5611
MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney
Sheriff of Will County.

Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on May 
16, 23 & 30, 2018.

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT 
YOU ARE ADVISED 
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TWELFTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PNC BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,
vs. 
JOSEPH R. LEIGH AND 
CASSIE A. LEIGH
Defendant. No. 17 CH 
1206

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE

Public notice is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
judgment entered in the 
above cause on the 1st 
day of March, 2018, MIKE 
KELLEY, Sheriff of Will 
County, Illinois, will on 
Thursday, the 7th day of 
June, 2018 , commencing 
at 12:00 o'clock noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house Annex, 57 N. Ot-
tawa Street, Room 201, 
Joliet, IL 60432, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est and best bidder or 
bidders the following-de-
scribed real estate:
aka 24-07-312-011 THE 
NORTH 87.0 FEET OF 
THE SOUTH 442.0 FEET 
OF BLOCK 22 OF 
EUREKA COAL COM-
PANY'S ADDITION TO 
THE VILLAGE OF 
BRAIDWOOD, ILLINOIS 
(EXCEPT THE WEST 
500.5 FEET THEREOF), 
BEING A PART OF 
ORIGINAL LOSTS 1 AND 
2 OF SAID BLOCK 22, IN 
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Commonly known as:
232 S COOK ST, BRAID-
WOOD, IL 60408
Description of Improve-
ments: SINGLE FAM-
ILY
P.I.N.:
02-24-07-312-011-0000

Terms of Sale: ten per-
cent (10%) at the time of 
sale and the balance 
within twenty-four (24) 
hours. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pursu-
ant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or 
other lienor acquiring the 
residential real estate 
whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate 
arose prior to the sale. All 
payments shall be made 
in cash or certified funds 
payable to the Sheriff of 
Will County. 
In the event the property 

is a condominium, in ac-
cordance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you 
are hereby notified that 
the purchaser of the unit, 
other than a mortgagee, 
shall pay the assess-
ments and legal fees re-
quired by subdivisions 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of Sec-
tion 9 and the assess-
ments required by sub-
section (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff 
shall send written notice 
pursuant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advis-
ing them of the amount of 
the surplus and that the 
surplus will be held until a 
party obtains a court or-
der for its distribution or, 
in the absence of an or-
der, until the surplus is 
forfeited to the State.

FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:
Heavner Beyers and Mih-
lar LLC
111 E. Main Street, 
Decatur, Illinois 62523
P: 217-422-1719
F:217-422-1754
MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney
Sheriff of Will County.

Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
May 16, 23 & 30, 2018

REAL ESTATE

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TWELFTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PENNYMAC LOAN SERV-
ICES, LLC
Plaintiff,
vs. 
JAY J HOLST A/K/A JAY 
JOSEPH HOLST; 
GLENDA VANDOR-
PLOEG,
Defendant. No. 17 CH 
1055

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE

Public notice is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
judgment entered in the 
above cause on the 20th 
day of February, 2018, 
MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of 

REAL ESTATE

Will County, Illinois, will on 
Thursday, the 24th day of 
May, 2018 , commencing 
at 12:00 o'clock noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house Annex, 57 N. Ot-
tawa Street, Room 201, 
Joliet, IL 60432, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est and best bidder or bid-
ders the following-de-
scribed real estate:
LOT 32, IN UNIT NO. 3, 

GLAD-DALE MEADOWS 
SUBDIVISION, OF PART 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
9, IN TOWNSHIP 34 
NORTH, AND IN RANGE 
10 EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RE-
CORDED FEBRUARY 9, 
1976, AS DOCUMENT 
NO. R76-3683, IN WILL 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as:
23910 KEITH ALLEN 
DRIVE, ELWOOD, IL 
60421

Description of Improve-
ments: SINGLE FAM-
ILY HOME WITH AT-
TACHED 2 CAR GA-
RAGE.
P.I.N.:
10-11-09-206-001-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent 

(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No 
judicial sale fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit 
bid at the sale or by any 
mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and 
to the residential real es-
tate arose prior to the sale. 
All payments shall be 
made in cash or certified 
funds payable to the Sher-
iff of Will County. Judg-
ment amount is 
$199,724.82 plus interest, 
cost and post judgment ad-
vances, if any.
In the event the property is 

a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.

FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:
PIERCE AND ASSOCI-
ATES
1 N. Dearborn Suite 1300
Chicago, Illinois 60602
P: 312-346-9088
MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney
Sheriff of Will County

Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on May 
2, 9 and 16, 2018

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE TWELFTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
GRUNDY BANK 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
JUANITA REAVIS A/K/A 
JUANITA J REAVIS; 
GRUNDY BANK; PORT-
FOLIO RECOVERY AS-
SOCIATES LLC; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, 
Defendant. No. 17 CH 
1495

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE 

Public notice is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
judgment entered in the 
above cause on the 13th 
day of February, 2018, 
MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of 
Will County, Illinois, will on 
Thursday, the 24th day of 
May, 2018 , commencing 
at 12:00 o'clock noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house Annex, 57 N. Ot-
tawa Street, Room 201, 
Joliet, IL 60432, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est and best bidder or bid-
ders the following-de-
scribed real estate:
LOT 30 IN UNIT 1 IN T.J. 
O'BRIEN'S SUBDIVISION 
OF PART OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 
33 NORTH, RANGE 9, 
EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RE-
CORDED MARCH 8, 
1963, AS DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 978905 IN WILL 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as:

1498 WIDOWS ROAD , 
WILMINGTON , IL 60481
Description of Improve-
ments: Brown brick, 
single family home with at-
tached two car garage
P.I.N.:
03-17-23-306-001-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent 

(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No 
judicial sale fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit 
bid at the sale or by any 
mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and 
to the residential real es-
tate arose prior to the sale. 

REAL ESTATE

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TWELFTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Plaintiff,
vs. 
Rachael M. Kazmierczak 
aka Rachael Corradetti aka 
Rachael Marie De La Rosa 
aka Rachael Marie Kaz-
mierczak aka Rachael M. 
Corradetti aka Rachel M. 
Kazmierczak aka Rachel 
Kazmierczak; Lighthouse 
Cove Townhome Associa-
tion; Shadow Lakes II As-
sociation; The Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment
Defendant. No. 17 CH 
1987
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE

Public notice is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
judgment entered in the 
above cause on the 16th 
day of February, 2018, 
MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of 
Will County, Illinois, will on 
Thursday, the 7th day of 
June, 2018 , commencing 
at 12:00 o'clock noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house Annex, 57 N. Ot-
tawa Street, Room 201, 
Joliet, IL 60432, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est and best bidder or bid-
ders the following-de-
scribed real estate:
TRACT 237 BEING THAT 

PART OF LOT 16 COM-
MENCING AT AN IRON 
PIN AT THE SOUTH COR-
NER OF SAID LOT 16; 
THENCE NORTH 45 DE-
GREES 30 MINUTES 03 
SECONDS EAST ALONG 
THE SOUTHEAST LINE 
OF SAID LOT 16 A DIS-
TANCE OF 76.56 FEET 
TO A POINT BEING THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING 
OF THE TRACT HEREIN 
DESCRIBED; THENCE 
NORTH 47 DEGREES 09 
MINUTES 33 SECONDS 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 
157.68 FEET TO A POINT 
IN THE NORTHWEST 
LINE OF SAID LOT 16; 
THENCE NORTH 43 DE-
GREES 08 MINUTES 52 
SECONDS EAST ALONG 
THE LAST DESCRIBED 
LINE A DISTANCE OF 
24.81 FEET TO A POINT; 
THENCE SOUTH 47 DE-
GREES 09 MINUTES 33 
SECONDS EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 158.72 FEET 
TO A POINT IN THE 
SOUTHEAST LINE OF 
SAID LOT 16; THENCE 
SOUTH 45 DEGREES 30 
MINUTES 03 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG THE LAST 
DESCRIBED LINE A DIS-
TANCE OF 24.83 FEET 

REAL ESTATE

TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING, IN LIGHT-
HOUSE COVE UNIT 2, 
BEING A RESUBDIVI-
SION OF PART OF LOTS 
40 AND 41 AND ALL OF 
LOTS 42 THRU 55 IN 
SHADOW LAKES, AND 
ALSO OUTLOT 'C' IN 
LIGHTHOUSE COVE 
UNIT 1, BEING A SUBDI-
VISION OF PART OF THE 
SOUTH HALF OF SEC-
TION 4, AND PART OF 
THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
9, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 32 
NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST 
OF THE THIRD PRINCI-
PAL MERIDIAN ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED 
MAY 1, 1998 AS DOCU-
MENT NO. R98-047143 
AND CERTIFICATE OF 
CORRECTION RE-
CORDED JANUARY 27, 
1999 AS DOCUMENT 
R99-012042, IN WILL 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as: 237  
North Harbor Landing, Unit 
16-B, Braidwood , IL 60408
Description of Improve-
ments: Townhome
P.I.N.:
02-24-04-402-018-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent 

(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No 
judicial sale fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit 
bid at the sale or by any 
mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and 
to the residential real es-
tate arose prior to the sale. 
All payments shall be 
made in cash or certified 
funds payable to the Sher-
iff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 

a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.

FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:
ANSELMO LINDBERG 
OLIVER LLC.
1771 W. Diehl Rd. Suite 
120
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 
60563
P: 630-453-6960
F:630-428-4620
MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney
Sheriff of Will County

Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on May 
16, 23 and 30, 2018.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand 
Words 

Photography
385 N. Second Ave.

Coal City

Mandy Eaton

Individual & Group 
Portraits

Indoor & Outdoor

Call for appointment

815-791-2913

Alling Handyman 
Service

Over 30 yrs. exp., call 
Jason for all your reno-
vations or repairs, full 
insured, fast service, 
815-263-6081. cc17b-
21a

Bohac
Dirtworks
Excavating

Grading
Dozer Work

Sand • Gravel
Black Dirt

Private Ponds
and Lakes

Ditch Cleaning
Demolition

Office:

815-458-2542
Cell phones:

405-5981 - John
791-0153 - John Jr.
791-0750 - Justen

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc25b-24a 

DZ Lawn & Snow
Spring clean up, 
Weekly lawn services, 
no bush or hedge trim-
mings, we spray for 
weeds/dandelions etc.,
free estimates, 25+ 
years experience, 
Braidwood & surround-
ing areas.  Call/text 
815-937-1419.  cc12b-
26a

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

ca 13b-21a

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including dry-
wall repairs, cracks, 
holes, & patches. 
815-549-5136.  cc13a-
20b

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Guitar Lessons-gui-
tarist from Chicago 
now living in Coal City 
is giving lessons out of 
his home. Learn elec-
tric guitar the fun & 
easy way, jam with 
your friends. Learn the 
blues, classic rock, 
country. Children, 
teenagers & adults, 
1/2 hour or hour les-
sons avail. Call Glenn 
at  815-709-5033. 
ca17a-20b

Handyman/ small jobs 
wanted, windows, 
doors, electric, plumb-
ing, siding and decks. 
call Richard 
219-407-1356. ca 
17a-20b

J&K Landscaping
Insured & Bonded

Black Dirt, Seed & Sod, 
Brick Pavers, Timber 
Walls, Lawn Mainte-
nance, Shrubs & 
Bushes, Gravel Drive-
ways, Decks & Docks. 
815-476-2012.  
ca19a-22b

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, tuck 
pointing, seamless 
gutters, fencing, tree 
removal, concrete 
work. Snow  removal 
from rooftops.  Com-
plete Handyman serv-
ice! Bonded and In-
sured, 20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. ca 
40a-39b

Masonry work: Brick, 
Block, Stone, Tuck-
pointing, 815-791-4577. 
ca 16b-28a

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. 
INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Keep your house 
cooler  in summertime 
and warmer in  the win-
ter. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. 17a-42b

The Lawn Guy, full 
service lawn & land-
scape company. 
Spring clean up spe-
cials.  Call 815-780-
7663.  cc18b-22a

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-
7966. tfn/47b

STORAGE

2 very secure, clean,
storage garages for
rent for cars, trucks,
storage or boats, 26
1/2 x 10ft, available
now, $75/mo, call
815-791-7299. ca
20a-23b

TRAILERS

1996 27ft Prowler
Camper,  Stored inside.
$3,800.  815-405-5592.
cc18b-22a

2004 12.5ft Pace Arrow 
inclosed cargo trailer.
Aerodynamic, with back 
drop gate, spring
loaded, side door, tie
downs inside.  Paid
$3,000 brand new in
2014.  Still like new.
Serious inquiries only.
Asking $2,000.  Call or 
text 815-955-2983.
cc19a-21b

WANTED TO BUY

Private collector buy-
ing old toys, Lionel
trains, American Flyer, 
old Tonka trucks,
Matchbox cars, Barbie, 
GI Joe, paying top
cash dollar, call
630-248-3222. cc
19b-26a

Wanted: looking for
Chevy or GMC
4-wheel drive, pick up 
in good condition,
1996-2006, serious
buyer, 815-941-0405.
cc19b-22a

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY - 
MORRIS, ILLINOIS
ILLINOIS HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT AUTHOR-
ITY
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JAMES W. VANBIBBLER 
AKA JAMES W. VAN 
BIBBER AKA JAMES W. 
VANBIBBER 
AKA JAMES VANBIB-
BER
Defendant
17 CH 97
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on March 14, 2018, an 
agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
9:00 AM on June 15, 
2018, at the Grundy 
County Courthouse, 111 
East Washington Street 
front door entrance, 
MORRIS, IL, 60450, sell 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 930 

WAUPONSEE STREET, 
Morris, IL 60450

Property Index No. 
0 5 - 0 4 - 2 7 9 - 0 1 0 ;  
05-04-426-006.

The real estate is im-
proved with a single fam-
ily residence.

The judgment amount 
was $54,849.81.
Sale terms: 25% down of 

the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of 
the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No  third party 
checks will be accepted. 
The balance in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or 
special taxes levied 
against said real estate 
and is offered for sale 
without any representa-
tion as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in 
AS IS  condition. The sale 
is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate af-
ter confirmation of the 
sale.
The property will NOT be 

open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condi-
tion of the property. Pro-
spective bidders are ad-
monished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.
If this property is a con-

dominium unit, or a unit 
which is part of a com-
mon interest community, 
the purchaser of the unit 
at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee, 
shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees 
required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).  In accordance 
with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(h-1) and 
(h-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you 
are hereby notified that 
the purchaser of the prop-
erty, other than a mortga-
gee, shall pay the assess-
ments and legal fees re-
quired by subsections 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of sec-
tion 9 and the assess-
ments required by sub-
section (g-1) of section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency 
(driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room 
in Cook County and the 
same identification for 
sales held at other county 
venues where The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation 
conducts foreclosure 
sales.

For information, contact 
the sales department, An-
selmo Lindberg & Associ-
ates, LLC, 1771 W. Diehl 
Road, Suite 120, NAPER-
VILLE, IL 60563, (630) 
453-6960  For bidding in-
structions, visit www.An-
selmoLindberg.com.Pleas
e refer to file number 
F17100100.

THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

WANTED

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

All payments shall be 
made in cash or certified 
funds payable to the Sher-
iff of Will County. Judg-
ment amount is $59,702.23 
plus interest, cost and post 
judgment advances, if any.
In the event the property is 

a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.

FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:
PIERCE AND ASSOCI-
ATES
1 N. Dearborn Suite 1300
Chicago, Illinois 60602
P: 312-346-9088
MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney
Sheriff of Will County.

Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on May 
2,9 and 16, 2018.



Dear EarthTalk: I'm in
the market for a new acoustic
guitar and I'm wondering
what are my options if I care
about its impact on the envi-
ronment?

Angelo Martinez
Scranton, PA

The fact that the so-
called “tonewoods”
(mahogany, rosewood,
spruce and ebony) that gui-
tar makers have relied on for
almost two centuries are
now harder and harder (and
much more expensive) to
come by has left guitar mak-
ers scrambling to support
replanting efforts in far flung
locales and looking for sus-
tainable alternatives that
still imbue their instruments
with pleasing tonal charac-
teristics and eye-catching

good looks.
"Our beloved Brazilian

rosewood was taken from
us more than 25 years ago
[and then] Adirondack
spruce was logged out,”
reports Bob Taylor, founder
of Taylor Guitars, a leading
manufacturer of top-quality
acoustic guitars that has
been on the front lines of
greener sourcing.

“Today we see the signs
of our current woods being
diminished to a point of
unavailability.”

To help counteract this
industry-disrupting trend,
Taylor launched a project in
2017 in partnership with the
non-profit Congo Basin
Institute to help local com-
munities in Cameroon
develop and plant different
varieties of ebony to boost

stocks of the now rare wood
prized for use in guitar
necks. 

“Our goal is to leave a lot
more than we are taking,”
says Taylor. 

Cameroon wants to
scale up the Ebony Project -
lauded as a global model for
how public-private partner-
ships can be leveraged to
mitigate climate change - as
a significant contributor to
its overall deforestation and

forest degradation emis-
sions reduction goals. 

Of course, Taylor isn't
the only acoustic guitar
maker going big into ethi-
cally harvested woods.
Martin, the premiere
American acoustic guitar
manufacturer since 1833, is
now deep into woods certi-
fied by the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC),

not to mention ebony-alter-
native fretboards made out
of a pressed paper/resin
material called Richlite.

Likewise, Oregon-based
Bedell makes all of its guitars
in the U.S. out of woods cer-
tified to be “legally acquired
in accordance with domestic
and international regula-
tions” regarding trafficking
in rare or endangered
species and are “ethically
sourced” from trees “indi-
vidually harvested in a man-
ner that leaves the rest of the
forest and ecological system
as undisturbed as possible.” 

And Canada's Seagull,
which hires local talent at its
factories and prides itself on
its use of reclaimed wood
and its support of replanting
projects, is yet another pio-
neer in sustainable acoustic
guitar manufacturing.

Another way to avoid
depleting wood reserves is
by going for a guitar made
out of another alternative
material. Luna's Safari
Bamboo is a 3/4 size
acoustic guitar constructed

out of sustainable bamboo
and perfect for travelers.
McPherson, Emerald,
RainSong and KLOS all make
high quality guitars out of
carbon fiber. Meanwhile,
Blackbird uses Ekoa, a bio
composite derived from
linen fiber and plant resin,
instead of wood in its gui-
tars. 

Of course, the greening
of guitars isn't limited to
acoustics. Big electric guitar
manufacturers like Fender,
Gibson, PRS, Ibanez,
Yamaha and others have also
been shifting toward sus-
tainably harvested woods
and alternative materials as
well.

And eco-conscious
rockers will appreciate

Finland's Flaxwood, which
makes svelte-looking elec-
tric guitars out of a propri-
etary composite that rein-
forces injection-molded
thermoplastics with flax-
based natural fibers. 

EarthTalk® is a regis-
tered trademark of the non-
profit Earth Action Network.
Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.

New acoustic guitars , their impact on the environment
The Free Press Advocate, The Braidwood Journal, The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, May 16, 2018, page 12B WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

TAYLOR GUITARS IS one of the leaders in efforts to move the
guitar industry toward "ethically harvested" tonewoods.

SCORPIO IS A 4- to 5-year-
old gentle soul. He has lived
with another dog but a meet
and greet would have to be
arranged with other dogs in
the home. His adoption
fee includes neuter, rabies
shot, distemper, microchip
implants and fecal exam.
Those interested should
email Hopeful Tails Animal
Rescue at hopefultailsadop-
tions@outlook.com. An
appointment is required to
view adoptables. For more
information visit hopefultail-
sanimalrescue.org.

Scorpio is a
gentle soul

The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources and its
partners and co-sponsors
will hold a youth/women’s
wingshooting clinic on
Saturday and Sunday, May
19-20, and a hunters wing-
shooting clinic Saturday and
Sunday, June 2-3, at the Des
Plaines Conservation Area
24621 N. River Rd.,
Wilmington.

Youth/women's wing-
shooting clinics are about
learning to safely shoot a
shotgun at a moving target

with reasonable reliability.
Girls and boys typically

in the 10- to 15-year-old age
group, and women of all
ages are eligible to partici-
pate.

Hunter wingshooting
clinics are hands-on and
include extensive live fire at
a variety of clay target pre-
sentations on sporting clays
courses specifically
designed for teaching typi-
cal hunting situations.

For more information
call 815-423-5326.

Wingshooting clinics
coming to Wilmington
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