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Testing it out
Coal City to give reverse angle parking a try

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

As the village of Coal
City prepares for a major
reconstruction of South
Broadway it’s looking at
everything from lamp posts
and landscaping to turn
lanes and parking plans. 

One parking concept on
the table for review would
have drivers back into angle
spaces to park, but before
town officials make a deci-
sion on reverse angle park-
ing the village plans to test
the idea.

The village is working
with Christopher B. Burke
Engineering Ltd. (CBBEL) on
the reconstruction plan and

it was the firm’s engineers
that introduced the concept
as a way to achieve added
green space in the down-
town.

CBBEL engineer Steve
Sugg reports the proposed
street plan calls for separate
5-foot bicycle lanes and
grass/paver parkways on
either side of the road. 

In order to achieve that
along with a center turn
lane, the through lanes have
been narrowed to 12-feet
with an 11-foot two-way
turn lane running down the
center of South Broadway. 

According to Sugg there
are number of advantages to
reverse angle parking; one
being its a bit easier than

parallel parking, people exit-
ing a vehicle are steered
toward the sidewalk by the
open car doors and it’s easier
to load and unload a vehicle
from the sidewalk.

Additionally, this type of
parking accommodates
bicyclists, as motorist would
pull on to the street in a
manner that they could see
an approaching bicyclist.
The key factor here is reverse
angle parking eliminates the
need for a 12-foot backing
distance from the parkway
onto the street.

“The only disadvantage
to reverse angle parking is
driver acceptance,” Sugg
said, noting some communi-
ties have had success and

others simply have not
embraced the concept. 

“When I first saw this
I’m like you’ve got to be kid-
ding me,” Mayor Terry
Halliday said.  But he’s open
to learning more. 

As Sugg noted the con-
cept his firm has proposed
seeks to provide the green
space town leaders are look-
ing for while providing for
multiple modes of trans-
portation—motor vehicle,
bicycle and pedestrian.

“Most (people) drive
because for pedestrians its
just not pedestrian friendly,
so they drive in, do their
business and leave,” Sugg
told the Village Board. 

Halliday understands

and says he wants the village
to be visitor and visually
friendly. He wants people to
be able to walk and bike
through town. 

“If you can get people to
walk downtown chances are
they are going to go in and

out of businesses more fre-
quently than if they are just
driving down the street,” he
said.

The board is in a posi-
tion that it has to start mak-

Courtesy photo
THE VILLAGE OF Coal City  is working with Christopher B.
Burke Engineering Ltd. (CBBEL) on a reconstruction plan for
South Broadway and it was the firm’s engineers that intro-
duced the concept of reverse angle parking, a concept the vil-
lage plans to test out in the coming month. 

Food court returns
for Feb. 22 event

STAFF REPORT

A healthy food court,
demonstrations and activi-
ties for kids are just a few of
the highlights at this year’s
Family Wellness Night.

Hosted by the Unit 1
School District Wellness
Committee, the annual
event will feature health and
wellness services offered by
a variety of local businesses,
organizations and public
service agencies.

Close to 80 vendors
have signed up to partici-
pate in the fair that runs
from 6 to 8 p.m., Thursday,
Feb. 22 at Coal City High
School, 655 W. Division St.
Six of the vendors are partic-
ipating in the event’s popu-
lar food court.

This marks the seventh
year for the family-friendly
event that draws well over
1,000 people to the school. 

The idea of Family
Wellness Night is to connect
attendees with businesses
and organizations that are
centered around wellness.

As the committee points out
there is more to wellness
than good eating and exer-
cise. Wellness comes in
many forms—physical,
mental, emotional, financial
and workplace to name a
few, and all will be covered
at this year’s event,

A highlight of the event
has and continues to be the
healthy food court. This year
samples will be provided by
the Unit 1 School District
food service department,
Morris Hospital, Nelly’s,
Rachetti’s Cafe, TCBY and
Milkman Cafe.

The event is organized
by Wellness Committee
members Rodney
Monbrum, Karen Vota,
Amanda Herrara, Chris
Spencer,  Nikki Boresi and
Unit 1 Superintendent Dr.
Kent Bugg. 

Admission and all activ-
ities, including the healthy
food court are free and those
attending will be entered
into a drawing for prizes
provided by various vendors
and local businesses.

“It’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity to come out to an
event where there is some-
thing for everyone,” Bugg
said. 

Unit 1 set for annual
Family Wellness Night

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Excellence in patient
care, innovative business
practices and a willingness
to embrace new technology
has  led  J. Micetich OD &
Associates Family Eye Care
Center to being named one
of the nation’s top eye care
providers. 

The Coal City eye care
practice is one of 10 across
the country to be selected
for the CooperVision Inc.
Best Practices Award, a
recognition that  calls out
the superior service provid-
ed by eye care providers for
advancements in the profes-
sion.

Dr. Jonathan Micetich,
who founded the practice 15
years ago,  was joined by Dr.
Nicholas Rutkowski, Dr.
Jennifer Chu and the staff of
Family Eye Care Center in
accepting the award from
CopperVision representa-

tives on Feb. 16.
Recipients of the Best

Practices Award are selected
by a committee comprised
of eye care professionals,
based on applications that
provide information on how
providers stay a head of the
industry, utilize technology
and their role within the
community.

The application, com-
pleted by Rutkowski, was
submitted in October. Word
came last month Family Eye
Care Center was one of the
10 honorees for 2018.

“It’s a good honor,”
Micetich said.

He celebrated the honor
with his staff who he gives
much credit for the success
of his eye care practice.

“From check-in to
check-out, it’s all about
patient care,” he said.

After graduating from
the Illinois College of
Optometry, Micetich worked
at eye care centers in Joliet,

Pontiac and Kankakee.
It was while he was

working at Fisher-Swale Eye
Center in Kankakee that he

opened his own practice in
Coal City.

He continued working
with Fisher-Swale for a cou-

ple of years before assum-
ing full-time hours at his

Family Eye Care Center among nations best

Photo by Ann Gill

J. MICETICH OD & Associates Family Eye Care Center has been recognized by CooperVision, Inc. with its Best Practices Award
for 2018. The eye care center is just one of 10 in the nation to receive the award from the contact lens maker. Representatives
from CooperVision were in Coal City last week to present Dr. Jonathan Micetich and his staff with the award. Taking part in the
presentation were (front from left) Emily Harrington, Brenda Collier, Dr. Jonathan Micetich, Dr. Nicholas Rutkowski, Dr. Jennifer
Chu, Sarah Hammack and Cindy Bernardy. In back are Kerrie Minuth, Michelle Michalski, Mary Fortin, Angela Ridgley, Jan Dunn
and Sue Mrowczynski.

SEE BEST, PAGE 2

SEE PARKING, PAGE 2

Courtesy photo by Bill Bomba
ST. JUVIN POST 1336 adjutant Keith Roseland speaks about his Vietnam experience during a visit to Coal City High School’s
RUSH class taught by David Sinkular (in background). RUSH is a history elective that covers modern U.S. history including
the Vietnam War. See story on page 9. 
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STAFF REPORT

Glen Sunday crashed
his 2003 Nissan Altima into a
snow bank and it set the
stage for a not so great start
to his Monday. 

It was around 2:40 a.m.
on Monday, Feb. 12 when a
Coal City Police patrol offi-
cer, who was headed east on
Spring Road, spotted a vehi-
cle halfway in the snow
along the north side of road
just west of South Broadway. 

A man was asleep in the
driver’s seat, the car was
running and was in reverse,
but not moving.

The officer noted the
front driver side tire was at
least half way in the snow
and there was visible dirt,
leading him to believe the
driver had attempted to get
the vehicle out of the snow
bank.

After several knocks on
the window the driver
acknowledged the officer
and indicated he was OK
and everything was fine. It
took several requests, but
Sunday finally rolled down
the window to talk to the
officer. 

Sunday, 51, of Coal City,
was instructed to put the car
in park and exit the vehicle,
which he did. In his written
report, the officer indicated
the driver had a difficult
time walking in the snow,
was slurring his words and
had bloodshot eyes. 

Sunday was asked if he
was having a medical issue
or had consumed alcohol, to
which he said the latter was
the case.

He was placed in the
officer’s squad car and trans-
ported to the Coal City
police station. Sunday indi-
cated he was having breath-
ing difficulties, so an ambu-
lance was called to the sta-
tion and subsequently trans-
ported him to Morris

Hospital.
Upon his release from

the hospital, Sunday was
transported back to the sta-
tion by police where he was
cited for driving under the
influence of alcohol,
improper lane usage and
operating an uninsured
motor vehicle. He posted
bond, was issued a notice to
appear in Grundy County
Circuit Court on March 5,
and transported by police to
his home. 

In other police news:
• An altercation

between neighbors, fol-
lowed by a domestic distur-
bance, sent police to the 600
block of East Second Street
twice within an hour. Before
clearing the second time
officers took Terry G.
Rumback, Sr., into custody.
He was cited with posses-
sion of firearms and posses-
sion of firearms ammunition
without a valid firearm own-
ers identification (FOID)
card.

Police note there was no
incident in which a weapon
was involved, but in the
course of the call learned he
was in possession of
weapons without proper
documentation.  The guns
and ammunition are being
held by the police depart-
ment.

Rumback, 51, of Coal
City, posted the required
bond and was issued a
notice to appear in circuit
court. 

• Juvenile petitions have
been filed as the result of a
physical altercation involv-
ing two teenage males. The
incident occurred Tuesday
morning, Feb. 14 at Coal City
High School.

Editor’s note: Persons
named in the police report
are innocent of all charges
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Sunday had a bad
start to his Monday

own practice.
It didn’t take long for the practice to grow, so Micetich

relocated from his store front on South Broadway to a larger
office in the Crossroads Plaza on North Street.

Continued growth found him bringing on Dr.
Rutkowski in 2010 and just recently they expanded with the
addition of Dr. Jennifer Chu.

The business further expanded with a second location
that opened in Braidwood in July 2016.

Always working to stay ahead of industry standards,
Family Eye Care Centers strive to provide top notch patient
care.

Dr. Micetich and staff offer a variety of services from
routine eye examinations, glasses and contacts to eye dis-
ease diagnosis and treatment, emergency services and co-
management for cataracts and laser vision correction.

When it comes to technology, the practice was well
ahead in the introduction and use of electronic health
records, in fact his office has been utilizing this technique
for over 10 years.

Additionally, the practice utilizes advanced technology
for patient care and treatment, and offers retinal photogra-
phy including technology that generates high-resolution,
cross sectional and three-dimensional images of the retina,
optic nerve and front of the eye.

The work taking place and the patient care offered at
Family Eye Care Center is what makes it one of the nation’s
best practices, a distinction noted by CooperVision, one of
the world’s leading manufacturers of contact lenses and
related products.

Best

ing decisions on what the
reconstructed street will
look like, so in the next few
months it will be finalizing
the concepts coming from
the ad-hoc committee that
is vetting the various looks
and concepts.

“This reverse angle
parking becomes one of the
issues that needs to be dis-
cussed sooner rather than
later,” village administrator
Matt Fritz said, adding the
village is in a unique posi-
tion to test it out before a
final decision is made.

Since Broadway south
of the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe railroad track has
yet to be striped following
improvements last fall, Fritz
said the village has the abil-
ity to temporarily stripe the
parkways for reverse angle
parking.

Sugg believes putting
the concept to the test is the
best way to get resident
feedback.

The question is, is it a
parking plan motorists can
live with or will it push them
to  another town because
the parking is too difficult
and they simply don’t want

to deal with it?
“So, you put it out there

and see how people react to
it,” Sugg said. 

After a bit of discussion
trustees agreed to test the
plan and will utilize the
parkways between Park and
Chestnut streets.

“I’m not sold on this
yet, but I like the idea of
being able to test this out.
The thing I’m struggling
with is we’re creatures of
habit, and there’s no  doubt
in my mind people are
going to be seeing this and
pulling right in,” Halliday

said.
Sugg suggested putting

a couple of cars in spaces
and possibly having some-
one out directing people to
the proper procedures while
getting immediate feedback
from motorists.

The method of reverse
angle parking is similar to
parallel parking, minus a
step. A driver signals his/her
intention to park, pulls
beyond the space and then
backs in. When leaving, the
driver simply looks toward
oncoming traffic and when
clear pulls onto the street.

“I like  the idea of trying
to test this out, you might
find people say, ‘I like this,’”
Halliday said.

The village plans to test
the concept in March.
Village officials are currently
putting a testing plan
together including a
method to accept feedback
from residents and
motorist. 

“I want what the major-
ity of the residents want
because at the end of the
day it’s their town,” Halliday
said. 

Parking

AN ENGINEERS RENDERING of what South Broadway could look like has been presented to
the village of Coal City for its consideration. Engineers have proposed bike lanes and land-
scaped parkways on the east and west sides of the street, as well as reverse angle parking on
the east side of the roadway from Division Street south to the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
rail crossing. Town leaders plan to test the parking concept before finalizing a plan. 

STAFF REPORT

If you knew Sheltered
Bay was the nickname for
Honolulu and the events
that make up the Nordic
combined competition at
the Olympics, you would
have scored at the Polar
Coalers trivia night.

Organized by  a group of
Unit 1 School District edu-
cators, administrators and
staff,  the  annual fundraiser
benefits Special Olympics
Illinois. This year’s event
raised $14,351, nearly $1,000
more than the year before.

Funds raised at trivia
night are then combined
with individual donations
before the group assembles
to take a dip in a freezing
cold lake. 

This is the seventh year
the Polar Coalers will make
the trek to Silver Springs
State Park in Yorkville for the
Polar Plunge, a statewide
event that raises more than

$1.5 million annually for
Special Olympics.

The group’s  effort con-
tinually places them among
the top fundraising teams in
their division statewide.
Their overall contribution
since taking the plunge for
the first time tops $150,000.

Helping the group with
its fundraising effort this
year was the 170-plus peo-
ple who took part in the Feb.
17 trivia night held at
Cardinal Transport.

The winning team, The
Whack Heard Around the
World, collected 157 points
in 10 rounds of trivia with
additional points awarded
in three bonus categories.

Just two points behind,
Really Smart and Shark’s
Think Tank tied for second
place with Shark Bait round-
ing out the top teams in
third place.

The Polar Coalers are
set to take the plunge on
Sunday, March 4. 

Polar Coalers raise 
$14,351 for 
Special Olympics

Photo by Ann Gill

THEY MIGHT NOT have taken home the top prize, but the team
known as Juan Direction had a good time at the annual Polar
Coaler trivia night on Feb. 17. Team members included (from
left) Stephanie Vahle, Steven McCleary, Allison Anderson,
Adam Troll, Carrie Troll and Justin Anderson.

Each month Grundy Area Vocational Center (GAVC)
recognizes the work of students enrolled in its programs
with the Director’s Award.

In January, two Coal City High School students  were
honored by GAVC Director Lance Copes and his staff.

Darlynn Best, a student in computer graphics and mul-
timedia design and Emily Frick, who is studying early child-
hood education at the center were among the honorees. 

Two Coalers honored at GAVC

NEED EVENT PUBLICITY?
CONTACT US AT
815-634-0315
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The Grasshopper is
back. This minty dessert in a
glass never officially went
away, but it has a new lease
on life thanks to an ice
cream sundae makeover
courtesy of America's
Dairyland.

Early versions of the
Grasshopper began to take
shape around the turn of the
20th century, but the first
cream-based version is cred-
ited to New Orleans bar-
tender Philibert Guichet
circa 1919. 

Guichet's cream-based
version was simple, light and
delicious using equal parts
crème de menthe, crème de
cacao and heavy cream. This
easy to remember version of
the Grasshopper is the one
taught at most contempo-
rary bartending schools.

There is a decadent and
delicious regional variation
to the Grasshopper. Just as
Wisconsinites lay claim to
their own version of the Old
Fashioned, they have a
favorite version of the classic
Grasshopper as well.

The original
Grasshopper uses plain old
heavy cream, but leave it to
the folks in the Badger State
to show us the way.

A Grasshopper prepared
“the Wisconsin way” is, for
all intents and purposes, a
mint milkshake with a few
shots of crème liqueur.
Instead of using one to two
ounces of heavy cream, the
Midwestern version of the
Grasshopper uses 8 oz. of
vanilla ice cream. While the
original Grasshopper is a
three-ounce drink served in
a Martini glass, the
Wisconsin version is a 10
ounce total pour and must
be served in a larger “sun-
dae” glass.  

Both versions of the
Grasshopper are delicious,
and both are in that “guilty
pleasure” category of drinks
that cocktail purists love to
hate. If you are looking for a
way to justify this one in
your mind, just think of it as

a dessert rather than a cock-
tail.  

Presentation matters
when it comes to serving up
a Grasshopper. This is an
ideal drink for entertaining
because it has nearly limit-
less presentation options,
and it's not an overly
“strong” drink.

Not everyone cares to
knock back a double pour of
rye whiskey after a meal.
Sometimes a light and sweet
dessert drink will get the job
done.  

Some of the most popu-
lar accessories for serving up
a Grasshopper are old fash-
ioned ice cream sundae
glasses, large red and white
striped straws, silver serving
platters, and leaves of mint.

The cocktail itself is
such a bright green that it
almost appears to be glow-
ing. If your Grasshopper is
not green enough for your
St. Patty's Day party you can
always add a drop of green
food coloring.

Aside from a hefty
scoop of vanilla ice cream,
what exactly goes into a
Grasshopper? The
Grasshopper contains a bal-
ance of mint and chocolate
which is achieved by mixing
a mint-flavored liqueur and
a chocolate-flavored liqueur
in equal parts.

The mint liqueur is
crème de menthe and it is
available is both green and
white. Both the green and
white versions of crème de
menthe will have enough

mint flavor to carry the
drink, but you will miss out
on the green color when
using the white crème de
menthe. If using white
crème de menthe you will
need to add a drop of green
food coloring to the recipe to
achieve the bright green hue.

Crème de cacao is a
chocolate-flavored liqueur
and is also available in two
colors, white and brown.
Flavor will be the same for
both, reach for the white
crème de cacao in the
Grasshopper as a brown
liqueur will not turn out a
green drink.

As far as brands of
crème de menthe and crème
de cacao go, you may be lim-
ited to what is available
locally. DeKuyper is a quality
cordial brand, but Marie
Brizard and Bol's are your
best bet if they are available
in your area. 

The most important
factor in your selection is the
color. Keep in mind that you
will only be using one ounce
of each on top of eight
ounces of ice cream.

Speaking of ice cream,
use a quality vanilla ice
cream in your Grasshopper.
If you are going to drink over
500 calories you may as well
enjoy it.

Haagen-Dazs seems to
be the consensus among
bartenders whom regularly
prepare Grasshoppers. If you
have a favorite vanilla ice
cream, use it.

If you are planning on
serving Grasshoppers at
your dinner party remember
that five drinks will use 40
ounces of ice cream. You will
run out of ice cream long
before you run out of crème
de menthe and crème de
cacao.

Do not over-blend a
Grasshopper, give it the
same treatment in the
blender or mixing bowl that
you would give a milkshake.  

What's for dessert?
The Grasshopper is

built in a blender and served
in an ice cream sundae glass.

Combine in blender:
8 oz. vanilla ice cream
1 oz crème de menthe -

green
1 oz crème de cacao -

white
Blend until smooth,

serve in chilled ice cream
soda glass.

Garnish with mint sprig.
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly.

The Grasshopper, a guilty pleasure

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

The Will County Coin Club will present the 59th annu-
al Rare Coin Show from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Feb.
25, at the Clarion Hotel Conference Center, 411 S.  Larkin
Ave., Joliet.

The show will feature a youth auction at 1:30 p.m. for
ages 14 and under, and hourly door prizes.

Admission and parking will be free. Security will be pro-
vided by the Joliet Police Department.

Rare coin show in Joliet
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Customers for life
COAL CITY—My wife and I went out

Saturday night to get a bite to eat. We are
from Wilmington and figured we would try
a restaurant in Coal City that we had not
tried before. We decided to try La Piazza for
a change of pace. I started my car to let it
warm up and we hopped in and took off.
When we got to the restaurant I shut off my
car and we went inside. Once inside I real-
ized I left my key fob at home, duh. My car
has a push button start so there was no way
to start it. Onstar won't work without the
key fob. My only option it seemed was to
use Uber, but I was told there are not too
many drivers around that area. My wife told
the very nice waitress our situation and she
mentioned it to the owner Fidaji Dzelil and
without hesitation, he told me to grab my
coat and he would run me all the way back
to my home to get my key. That kind man
left his busy business to help someone in
need. I am writing this to let people know
what a kind person he truly is. Thank you to
Mr. Dzelil and staff. Oh, and by the way, the
food was great too.

Brian and Cyndi Lewis

Shorting ESDA’s needs
WILMINGTON—So, let me get this

straight, the mayor has money in his budg-
et for a learn-on-the-job city administrator
of $93k plus health care, retirement and the
like but, does not have money in his budget
for equipment for ESDA. I can see where we
are going. Down the dam without a raft, I
would say.

Safety issue
WILMINGTON—Someone should let

Wilmington officials know that we are the
Island City. Last night I saw an elderly per-
son have to walk on the road in the dark to
get to the other side of town because you
can’t walk on the sidewalk over the river
because the snow was not removed. I can't
believe the city won't send a worker with a
snow blower to clear the sidewalk. I can
hear them now say it's not in the budget. I
mean we are the Island City, let’s try to keep
our people safe.

Snow removal 
appreciated

COAL CITY—Kudos to our hardwork-
ing street department for all the efforts at
snow removal in the past week of heavy
snow. 

We shall see
WIMINGTON—Will the city adminis-

trator be able to get the limestone blocks
from the railroad bridge moved to the dam?
This was a campaign point for the mayor.
Let’s see if it can get done.

To gain votes
SHADOW LAKES—I see the

Democrats, which has been this way for
many years, love to have illegal immigrants
in this country. Illegal immigrants should
not be able to vote but they do. Illegal immi-
grants, the Democrats claim, take all the
jobs that others don’t want. These jobs are
being taken over by more and more
automation. Tell me, why do the Democrats
want more immigrants coming into this
country. Can you explain that? I have voted
Democrat and Republican in my life. Over
the last 10 years, I could not vote for a liber-
al Democrat, or a progressive. They only
want these people because they give away
all the working people’s money and they get
their votes to stay in office. 

Dan Hill 

Read the contract
WILMINGTON—Did you read the new

administrator's contract last week? Well you
need to. It includes 45 paid days off per year,
starting the first year. I broke down the $98k
wage plus about $28k benefit package into a
five day a week, eight hour work day and he
will be getting close to $72/hour. I am call-
ing Hoffa because I want that contract. 

Respect Blue
WILMINGTON—Respect...next time

you see a police officer please shake his/her

hand and thank them for all they do.

Seek the best candidate
WILMINGTON— Maybe our alderman

are taking a pay cut to pay for the city's new
administrator’s salary. Wow, $98,000 base
salary with no experience. The city should
have put out an ad to seek more option.
Good old boys working again to benefit
themselves instead of finding the most
qualified candidate at the best price.

Great job
WILMINGTON—Hats off to the city

work crew for a great job to keep roads
plowed and salted. Special appreciation
also to prepare city public parking lot done
for downtown parking. Friends caring for
their friends.

Argument debunked
WILMINGTON—With the recent

school shooting the usual round of gun
control arguments have surfaced.  When
Timothy McVeigh used a van full of fertiliz-
er to destroy the federal building and kill
168 people in Oklahoma City, there was no
outcry to ban vans or diesel fuel or ammo-
nia nitrate. Why? Because these were tools
used by a person, and we blamed the per-
son. When the twin towers were attacked by
large multi engine jet planes, causing 3,000
deaths there was no outcry to ban planes, or
jet fuel. Once again because these objects
were just tools used by people to kill. But
when a deranged person uses a gun to kill
there is an outcry to ban guns. Why? The
gun is just a tool like the van, the planes, the
ANFO, the jet fuel. Yet we blame the gun,
not the person. There is already a plethora
of gun control laws, yet the criminals just
ignore them. The problem is not guns but
the lack of common respect and lack of
parental upbringing. Banning guns is just a
liberal rallying point used to keep their
names in the main stream news.

FBI failed us
The FBI and justice department need

to stop wasting money and resources on the
Russian investigation and start doing their
job of keeping the people of the USA safe.
Despite several warnings in advance of the
Florida school shooting, the FBI failed to
investigate the shooter. I'm not sure about
anybody else, but no Russian told me how
to vote. Perhaps it is time to investigate the
FBI to see if they are really there to keep us
save, or if they are just a political branch of
the corrupt Washington machine. It’s time
to clean this swamp of a justice department
and start over.

Hire a senior citizen
WILMINGTON—Supposedly there is

low unemployment, but not for seniors.
Many seniors are looking for jobs and they
are always discriminated against. They are
loyal, hardworking and dependable. Most
jobs are minimum wages which is hard to
swallow and does not pay for taxes, utilities,
etc. Wake up employers, you are missing a
valuable resource.

Children were targeted
WILMINGTON—When I was young

and bad things happened I was told it was
all a part of God’s plan and His will was not
to be questioned or even understood. That
made me ask why did I have to go to Sunday
school and church if everyone is just guess-
ing. So when at age 10, I announced I didn’t
believe in God. I was told by my parents and
the church that I wasn’t allowed to believe
that, let alone say it out loud. Then to make
it stick I was told that to even doubt God’s
existence it would lead me to hell for eternal
torture. That qualifies as child abuse but I
digress. Back to the point of everything
being God’s plan, that might include all
these abortions we read about every week.
My point is that God isn’t pro-life.
Remember the great flood? Pregnant
women and babies were floating face down
all over. During the Passover God specifical-
ly targeted children for death. So instead of
calling about abortion every week volunteer
for a charity that helps the children already
here. 

Oversight
WILMINGTON—A recent caller sug-

gested a way to stop carjackings is more
concealed carry permits. The caller ended
with thou shall not steal. So it must be an
oversight that she or he didn’t add thou
shall not kill, so shoot to maim.

Size is irrelevant
WILMINGTON—Do not show partiali-

ty in judging. Hear both small and great
alike. Some say an embryo is too small to
have human rights. But rights do not
depend on size. Do men have more rights
than women because they are generally
larger? Are shorter people to enjoy fewer
protections than tall people? The size of a
person has nothing to do with his or her
value. May we reverence the very smallest of
our brothers and sisters.

Time to get tough
WILMINGTON—The mayor of Chicago

and the politicians of Illinois continue to
ignore the undocumented workers getting
drivers licenses and what to do with all
these individuals. The mayor says it’s a fed-
eral issue and Chicago will be a sanctuary.
The police department for each city, county
and state say they can’t do anything because
it’s not their job to pick up these people. The
politicians twiddle their thumbs and do
nothing but talk when all police in this
country will pick up and jail the American
citizen for breaking the smallest law in this
country. They are not allowed to pick up the
people that have broken the law when they
first entered this country by climbing over
fences. The police departments and federal
agents are only enforcing laws against
American citizens and taking money from
the American citizens to help the illegal
people in this country. The police depart-
ments in this country are violating the law
because they are ordered not to do anything
about the illegal aliens by Illinois politicians
as the politicians sit and talk about how
they can further help criminals from foreign
lands. These people have no rights in this
country and there should be no debate
about what to do except enforce the law and
forget about politics just as they do with the
American citizen. The American citizen is
being forced to bend over for foreign gov-
ernments by our politicians and no one is
even being kissed. Do our immigration laws
work or does our constitution work? Only
the politicians say OK, don’t enforce the law
but first we have to talk about which laws
we would be allowed to use in this country
and who we would use these laws against.
Christmas has come and gone again but not
the sleigh ride by our politicians.

Neighborhood 
clean-up

BRAIDWOOD—I moved here months
ago and now that the snow is gone and the
ditches are exposed I’m ashamed to tell
people I live in Braidwood. Just drive
around on the roads out here and you’ll see
what I mean. There’s tons of trash in the
ditches and people don’t bother to pick it
up. Empty beer bottles and cans, bags of
trash, cardboard boxes, pop cans - you
name it. Don’t people have more pride in
their  neighborhood than to not throw trash
out the window of their car. And why can’t
people get off the couch and pick up what
other litterbugs left behind. Just because it’s
not your trash that was thrown in your yard
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t show a little

pride and pick it up. My kids and I filled up
two garbage sacks with trash yesterday. I
made them help me and they complained
at first but after we got started they made a
game out of seeing who could collect the
most trash. Don’t let your kids be lazy and
make them help and let’s take some pride
and clean up the neighborhood.

Let water power city
WILMINGTON—Why doesn't the city

look into a hydroelectric power plant on the
Island? I believe there was one in the past.
This would make the dam useful, and it
could provide the city with electricity,
potentially paying for itself.

Bad before, good now
WILMINGTON—I’ve lived in

Wilmington most of my life and I’m sorry, it
just keeps getting more amusing. Several
years ago, the police board presented a
report to the city council stating the
deplorable conditions at the old police sta-
tion. It had a leaky roof, asbestos, mold all
over, so much in fact the police department
couldn’t house prisoners in the cells for
extended periods of time due to health con-
cerns. Something had to be done. So the
city in their infinite wisdom came up with a
solution.  Let’s buy nine trailers, bolt them
together and put it right in the middle of a
retention pond and use the million dollars it
got from Ridgeport. Problem solved. The
old building sat vacant for several years and
now I hear Wilmington Township bought it
for $60,000. They were told it just need a lit-
tle touch up paint and some new curtains
and it would be good as new. So it wasn’t
good enough for the police department but
just fine for another government agency?
Needless to say, it’s your (the taxpayers’)
money that bought this almost condemned
building.

Self-serving council
WILMINGTON—The city council con-

tinues its self serving agenda. With the
appointment of an inexperienced adminis-
trator, the council will now be able to push
him around and further their agenda to
benefit themselves. If we need a city admin-
istrator the job should have been adver-
tised, with the qualifications listed, and we
should have picked the most qualified can-
didate. But that's not how the good old boys
work. They make the job a political appoint-
ment for the mayor’s friend, even if there
are more qualified experienced candidates.
Wake up people, it’s your tax money the
council is spending.

Neither party cares
SHADOW LAKES—Watching the vari-

ous news channels it seems to me that nei-
ther the Democratic or Republican parties
are really for America. And this goes back to
when I got educated in the early 70’s about
the trilateral commission, the buildaberg-
ers, the Masons, etc., the people who really
control the countries, George Soros who
controls the monetary institutions of vari-
ous countries. If you haven’t heard about
George Soros you should look into it. These
groups have been looking at one world gov-
ernment with NATO being the world police
force since maybe the Korean War. I’ve fol-
lowed this for many years and watching the
news I don’t see either party doing anything
for our country. Although I do lean
Republican I wonder sometimes if they
even care.

Dan Hill

SOUND-OFF
Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-4256

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone
line provided to give readers a
chance to voice their opinions. Calls
may be anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers
reserves the right to edit remarks for
taste, length, personal attacks, calls
for boycotts and libel. In cases where
the publisher selects not to publish
these remarks the newspaper makes

every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom
they are directed.

The comments stated are the
opinions and ideas of the callers and
not that of the newspaper.
Information may not constitute the
actual events or facts of a particular
topic.

To voice your opinion, please go

to www.freepressnewspapers .com, -
> Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-
4256. Please state the town in which
you are calling from or in regards to.
If mailing comments please direct
them to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway,
Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water
St., Wilmington, IL 60481.



When Minerva Spurlock
arrived as an intern in the
Will County Health
Department Behavioral
Health Division about three
months ago, she had a spe-
cific objective.  

As a doctoral student at
Walden University in
Minneapolis, Spurlock was
instructed by both her
Walden professors as well as
American Psychological
Association guidelines to “be
a facilitator for a great
amount of people.”  

Spurlock is pursuing a
Ph.D. in clinical neuropsy-
chology. So to help get
youngsters who were already
clients of the Health
Department's Behavioral
Health Program “think a lit-
tle differently,” the simple
question was: “How?”

“The interns brain-
stormed,” Spurlock recalled.
“We thought about doing an
anger management group,
but finally decided on the
coping skills group because
we'd be able to get into other
emotions besides anger, and
therefore involve more kids.”  

Soon, between posting
flyers around the Behavioral
Health Division, word of
mouth among the interns,
and shared information with
kids who were already
receiving counseling and
their parents, two “Conflict
Resolution” classes were
established.

“For group sessions, it is
typical to run a program that
lasts between eight and 12
weeks,” Spurlock explained.
“We have about ten kids in
the 13 and older class and
just a couple more in the 12
and under class.”

The interns created a
10-week program schedule
of one hour long sessions.
Spurlock joined Sierrah
Avant and Jennifer
vonPerbandt in working
with the older kids, and

Grace Domzalski and Nakia
Hubbard were assigned to
work with the younger kids.
At the halfway point of five
down and five to go,
Spurlock said some very sig-
nificant changes were
noticed in how the students
approach the sessions.

“They are getting into
the habit of following rules,
understanding boundaries,
and not talking over each
other. In addition, they are
speaking out more, and
more confidently. It's great
to see a client, who starts the
program being somewhat
disruptive, learning how to
apply conflict resolution
techniques, and be able to
calm down and feel more
positive.”

Spurlock also said one
specific instance she recalls
is two students realizing they
had something in common.

“The students open up
when they realize they are
not alone, and are surprised
to know some of them are
experiencing and going
through the same things. For
example, a shy kid might
open up and share that he
has been bullied at school;
and then a more talkative,
outgoing kid will speak up
and say he has been bullied
too.  And outside of these
sessions, they may never
have talked to one another
and realized this. These
group sessions allow the kids
to see that they have more in
common with each other
than they first thought.”

So what should the
result be for these young-
sters once all ten sessions
have taken place? 

“I think,” Spurlock said,
“one of the main goals is for
them to have gained a mind-
fulness, and simply be aware
they have conflict resolution
tools they can apply to life
situations. One kid said he
tried counting to ten instead

of acting out.  He admitted
he doesn't like doing it, but
still tried it.  We told him the
fact that he was open to try-
ing this is very good. Another
one told us he 'just went to
his room,' and decided to try
something else besides 'just
acting out.' Each week we
ask them, 'Has anyone had a
chance to try out the strate-
gies we have been learning
about?'”

Director of Clinical
Training and Licensed
Psychologist Dr. Rita Gray
says the interns are proving
to be a huge asset to the
Health Department. “The
clients we serve are fortu-
nate to have knowledgeable
and dedicated interns to
conduct groups around con-
flict resolution. Since rela-

tionship conflicts are bound
to happen, learning to deal
with them in a healthy way is
vital. These group leaders
are teaching the youngsters
skills that will help them into
adolescence and beyond.”

And after the conflict
resolution classes end in
March, at least two more
group sessions are lined up,
including an LGBTQ group
and a healthy relationships
group. 

Spurlock is scheduled to
be with the Will County
Health Department through
this coming September. For
information on Behavioral
Health programs at the
Health Department, go to
willcountyhealth.org, or call
815-727-8521.
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Red Carpet Corridor
Festival

Craft show and flea market 
Wilmington, Illinois

Saturday, May 5
A craft show and flea market is planned for Saturday,

May 5, in the downtown antique district during the Red
Carpet Corridor festivities, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Set-up can begin as early as 6:30 a.m. There will be a
variety of activities taking place in the downtown area,
drawing a steady stream of people. The Red Carpet
Corridor Festival is part of the Illinois Route 66 event:
http://il66redcarpetcorridor.org/ that attracts Route 66
enthusiasts from all over Illinois. Unfortunately, no elec-
tricity will be available.

The non-refundable permit fee is $30 for a 10x10-foot
space postmarked on or before April 14 without excep-
tion. Permit fees postmarked after April 14 will be $40
per space. Spaces paid for the day of the event will be
$50.

Complete the contract below and return it with a
check made payable to Women of Wilmington to:
Women of Wilmington, c/o Brenda Craig-Cherveny,
1235 Chesson Court, Wilmington, IL  60481.

Post-dated checks will not reserve a space.
Confirmations will be emailed in mid-April.

Questions can be directed to Cherveny by emailing
brenniej@aol.com or call 815-476-9470.

The Red Carpet Event Committee and Women of
Wilmington will not assume liability for any losses, dam-
ages or injuries sustained by exhibitors or spectators.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -  

Craft Show and Flea Market Application

Name: ____________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________ City: ____________

State: __________________    Zip Code: _______________

Contact Person: ___________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________

E-mail Address: ___________________________________

List of what will be sold: ____________________________

__________________________________________________

Betty Swick

Betty Swick, of
Wilmington, will celebrate
her 90th birthday Feb. 23,
2018. She is the mother of
four children: Phil, Curt,
Jeanne and Tim, has nine
grandchildren, 11 great-
grandchildren and a great-
great-grandchild due soon.

The family will have a
celebration to honor Betty
in March.

Swick to celebrate
90th birthday

For the past two weeks
on Feb. 6 and 13 weekly los-
ers in Braidwood TOPS
Chapter IL 2264 were Kathy
Voight and Lynne Hatten.
Voight was January best
loser. Joan Benson was the
KOPS winner for January.
Sheryl Maloney has collect-
ed the cry-can cash for both
weeks.

No charms were ward-
ed. The wallet challenge
continues changing hands.
The marble drawing contin-
ues with no one picking the
white marble.

After many years of
serving as president of TOPS
International Barbara Cady

is retiring on Feb. 28. Rick
Danforth is the new presi-
dent. At the same time, Carol
Micetich is retiring as
regional director. Deanna
Bies will now serve as Carol’s
replacement.

TOPS IL 364 Braidwood
chapter meets on Tuesday
evenings in the Baptist
Auxiliary building at 110 S.
Division St. Weigh-in begins
at 5:15 p.m. and the meeting
begins at 5:45 p.m. Visitors
are welcome. Lyne Hatten is
celebrating 16 years as a
KOPS. The chapter is proud
of their five KOPS.

Braidwood
TOPS chapter
meeting updates Morris Hospital Board

Certified Cardiologist Athar
Saeed, M.D., will present a
free program for the com-
munity on Heart Attack
Prevention on Thursday,
Feb. 22, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
in Whitman Assembly 1 at
the hospital, 150 W. High
Street, Morris.

Every year, about
735,000 Americans experi-
ence a heart attack, which
occurs when the blood flow
that brings oxygen to the

heart muscle is severely
reduced or cut off complete-
ly. During the educational
program, Dr. Saeed will
explain who is at risk for
having a heart attack, ways
to lower heart attack risk,
warning signs, and appro-
priate action to take in the
event of a suspected heart
attack. 

Registration is available
online at www.morrishospi-
tal.org/events or by calling
815-705-7832.

Hearth attack prevention

There will be a K9’s for
Veterans town hall meeting
at The Center, 35445 S.
Washington St., Custer Park,
on Wednesday, Feb. 21, from
6 to 8 p.m.

K9’s for
Veterans
town hall
meeting

New health department conflict resolution
sessions help youngsters open up

Lewis University has announced their dean’s list for the
fall 2017 semester. 

To be eligible for this honor, students must have com-
pleted a minimum of 12 semester hours of credit with a
grade point average of 3.5 out of a possible 4.0 and with no
"D" or "F" grades.

Local students from Coal City, named to the dean’s list
are Krystalene G. Anciulis, Bradley L. Littleton, Kimberly E.
Onsen, Victoria B. Ruffatto and Margaret L. Wills. Sarah
A. Stephens, from Diamond, was also listed. 

Lauren Bull and Tyler Schoonover, from Braidwood,
both earned spots on the dean’s list. 

Students from Wilmington named to the dean’s list
were Laci Baumhover, Alicia Holligan and Alyssa N.
Mitsdarffer.

Lewis University dean’s list

Christian Faber, of Braidwood and Austin Bolker, of
Morris have been named to the dean's list at Drake
University. This academic honor is achieved by earning a
grade-point average of 3.5 or higher during the fall 2017
semester at Drake. The university is located in Des Moines,
IA.

Drake University dean’s list
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SOUTH WILMINGTON 
UNITED

METHODIST
225 Rice Street • 815-

426-6169
Pastor Dennis

Brooks
Sunday worship -

8:30 a.m.
• Holy communion

served on first Sunday of
each month and special
occasions.

CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE
303 S. Kankakee
Wilmington, IL

476-4673
Rev. Bill Luttrell

wilmington-
nazarene @sbcglob-

al.net
Sun.: 9 a.m.,

Sunday school; 10 a.m.,
coffee and fellowship;
10:30 a.m., worship

Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible
study and prayer service

Sat.: 9 a.m., Men’s
prayer breakfast

• Those who need a
ride to Sunday school
and church should call
or e-mail the church.

FAITH BAPTIST
CHURCH

3950 N. Goose Lake
Rd.

Morris, IL
(Corner of Pine

Bluff, Lorenzo and
Goose Lake roads)

942-0675
Pastor Caleb
Counterman
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship service,
children’s service; 6 p.m.,
worship

Wed.: 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting

PHELAN ACRES
BIBLE CHURCH

26009 Willow Lane
Phelan Acres

Wilmington, IL
476-7818

Pastor Rodney L.
Chappell

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday School;  11 a.m.
morning worship; 6
p.m., evening service 

Wed.: 7 p.m., adult
Bible study and prayer;
children’s Bible clubs

MAIN STREET  BAPTIST CHURCH
110 S. Division St. • Braidwood, IL

Pastor Justin Kinder
msbbraidwood.com

Sun.: 9:45 a.m., Sunday school; 11 a.m. and 6
p.m., worship

Wed.: 6 p.m., prayer meeting
• Office hours are Wedneday and Friday, 9 a.m.

to noon.
• Awana and youth will meet at 6 p.m. on

Wednesdays.

CHURCH OF HOPE
Monroe & Jefferson
Streets; Gardner, IL

Pastor Jan Chandler;
237-8312

Sun.: 9 a.m.
Sunday school; 10:15
a.m., worship

Wed.: 8:30 a.m.,
Pastor’s prayer and lec-
tionary study group

Thu.: 8:30 a.m.,
church prayer group

NEW COMMUNITY
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
705 E. Washington St

Morris, IL
Pastor Kevin Yandell
Children’s Director

Patsy Phillips
815-942-4255
Sunday worship: 9

and 10:45 a.m.
• Nursery and chil-

dren’s programs offered

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

West River Road
Wilmington, IL
815-476-4060
Tue.: 7:30 p.m.,

Midweek meeting,
Christian Life and
Ministry

Sun.: 10 a.m., Bible
topic: Discourse on
Bible Topic

All interested per-
sons welcome, no col-
lections taken.

ISLAND CITY
BAPTIST CHURCH

120 Vine St.
Wilmington, IL

Pastor Jeff Logsdon
Assoc. Pastor/Music

Zane Lynn
815-476-9750

Sun.: 8:30 a.m.,
and 11 a.m., services,
nursery provided; 9:45
to 10:45 a.m., Sunday
school for all ages

Wed.: 6 to 7:15
p.m., adult Bible study
and prayer meeting
year-round

• Kindergarten
through twelfth grade
students meet from 6 to
7:15 p.m. for Bible study
during the school year

CHURCH OF
CHRIST

1440 Sunset Dr.
P.O. Box 202

Wilmington, IL
815-476-2616
Britton Roth

815-476-7659
Steve Gibson
815-634-4396

www.wilmingtoncoc.com
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Bible classes; 10:35 a.m.,
worship; 5 p.m., after-
noon worship

Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible
study

ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

14936 W. Peotone Rd.
Wilton Center, IL

478-3440
Father Roger

Kutzner
Pastor

Rev. Mr. Milt Leppert
Permanent Deacon

Mass schedule: 9
a.m., Monday through
Friday; 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday; 9 a.m., Sunday

• Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is on
Fridays from 9:30 to 11
a.m.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
106 S. Lincoln Street

Braidwood, IL
Pastor Dale Tolly
Church: 815-458-

6317
Pastor: 815-922-2212
www.firstpresbraid-

wood.org
Sun.: 10 a.m., wor-

ship

ESSEX UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
114 W. Waverly Street

Sun: 9 a.m., chil-
dren’s Sunday school;
9:30 a.m., adult Bible
study; 10:30 a.m., wor-
ship

• Holy
Communion is served
on the first Sunday of
each month and on spe-
cial occasions.

CHRISTIAN FAITH
CENTER

1800 S. Water St.
Wilmington, IL
815-388-8628

Pastor Jeff A. Urban
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

Family worship with
classes for children
ages newborn to 11-
years-old

Wed.: 7 to 8 p.m.,
Family worship with
classes for all ages

WILMINGTON
PENTECOSTAL

CHURCH
32111 S. Rt. 53 •

Wilmington
815-365-2318

PASTOR DOROTHY
WALDRON

Sun.: 6 p.m., serv-
ice

Take a leap of faith in
your community newspaper

Subscribe today for home delivery
or 24/7 access from your computer
Call 815-476-7966 or 815-634-0315

to start a one year subscription

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

1414 W. Dupont Ave.
Morris, IL

815-579-8308
Sun.:  10 a.m.,

service

ROSE OF SHARON
MINISTRY

29 Aqueduct •
Diamond, IL

Rev. Jan Quiet  •
815- 228-9585

Sun.: 2 p.m., serv-
ice

• Gospel Sing is on
the second Saturday of
each month at 5 p.m.

• Christian Singles
meets at 6 p.m. on the
third Friday of each
month.

• A healing service
is held on the fourth
Saturday of each month
at 6 p.m.

RIVER OF LIFE
LUTHERAN

CHURCH LCMS
24901 S. Sage St. •

Channahon, IL
Pastor Hans Fiene

815-467-6401
Sun: 9 a.m., wor-

ship; 10:15 a.m., Sunday
school and Bible study

ST. LAWRENCE
CHURCH

P.O. Box 190
So. Wilmington, IL

815-237-2230
Masses: 4 p.m.,

Saturday; 10 a.m.,
Sunday; 7:30 a.m.,
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday

Reconciliation: 3
to 3:45 p.m., Saturday or
by appointment

• CCD classes are
held on Sunday morn-
ings from 8:30 to 9:40
a.m., at the South
Wilmington Grade
School. Call the rectory
for more information.

UNIVERSALIST 
UNITARIAN 

CHURCH OF JOLIET
2505 Washington St.

Joliet, IL
Rev. Emily Gage

722-0836
Sun.: 9 a.m., adult

gather, child care; 10:30
a.m., worship and
church school.

JOLIET JEWISH CONGREGATION
250 N. Midland Ave. • Joliet, IL

815-741-4600
Rabbi  Charles Rubovits

www.jolietjewishcongregation.org
Fri.: 7 p.m., service
Sat.: 9 a.m., service
• Religious school for pre-kindergarten through

eighth grade features Hebrew and Bar/Bat Mitzvah
training. Call the synagogue to register.

• All life cycle events and Jewish holidays cele-
brated. Social programs include congregational
Shabbat dinners, Seders, folk dancing, bagel and lox
brunches, book clubs, adult education classes and
other special events.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
301 N. Kankakee St.

Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9025
The Rev. Winn Alley
http://1st-presbyte

rian-church.net
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

adult Sunday school;
10:30 a.m., worship serv-
ice; 11:30 a.m., fellow-
ship

Mon.: Faith Study

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

4470 E. Rt. 113
P.O. Box 39

Coal City, IL
Pastor

David Gilleland
815-634-2654 

www.fbccoalcity.com
Wed.: 7 p.m., adult

Bible study and activi-
ties for children and
youth

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday school for all
ages; 11 a.m., Sunday
worship

COAL CITY UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
6805 E. McArdle Rd.

815-634-8670
The Reverend

Bradley D.
Shumaker

www.coalcityum.org
Wed.: 9 a.m.,

women’s Bible study;
10:30 a.m., Alcoholics
Anonymous in the com-
munity building

Sat.: 8 a.m., men’s
Bible study; 6 p.m.,
Narcotics Anonymous
in the community build-
ing

Sun.: 8 and 10:30
a.m., worship service;
9:15 a.m., Sunday school
for all ages; 8 p.m.,
Alcoholics Anonymous
the community building

Tue.: 7 p.m., Al-
Anon in the community
building

• Ash Wednesday
service will be held on
Feb. 14, at 7 p.m. The
service will include the
imposition of ashes. The
community is invited.

LIVING STONES
COMMUNITY

CHURCH
25124 S. Fryer St. •

Channahon, IL
815-325-8476
• Pastor Joe

Popischill invited bikers
and people of faith to
church on Sundays at
10:30 a.m.

• Fellowship and
Bible study follows.

• Blessings of bikes
coming soon.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1824 Church St., Wilmington, IL

Dallas Henry, Lead Minister
Zach Griepenstroh, Student & Arts Minister

815-476-6734
www.fccwilmington.org

Sun.: 8:30 and 10 a.m., worship service and
children’s worship; 10 a.m., Bible classes, preschool
through fifth grade children are invited to join Kid’s
Cove to discover God’s word with singing and Bible
stories during the 10 a.m. worship service; a nursery
is provided for all Sunday morning activities

• Collision for sixth through twelfth grades
meets on Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

• Family groups meet throughout the week in
Wilmington and Coal City. Call the church for more
information.

• Celebrate Recovery meets at the church each
Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Moms Connect meets on the first and third
Thursday of each month at 9 a.m. Check out the new
web page at www.fccwilmington.org/moms-con-
nect.

BRACEVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

106 W. Gould Street • P.O. Box 46
Braceville, IL

Pastor Karen Fabian
815-237-8512

bumclighthouse@yahoo.com
Sun.: 10:30 a.m., worship, first Sunday with

Holy Communion
• United Methodist People meet on the second

Tuesday of each month, time and location to be
determined

• Women’s Bible study is held on Tuesdays at 10
a.m.

• Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are on
Friday at 8 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
401 E. Kahler Rd. • Wilmington, IL

The Rev. Harriette Cross
815-476-5474

web page: www.fumcwilm.com
Wed.: 9 a.m. to noon, preschool; 7 p.m., choir

practice, Alcoholics Anonymous
Thu.: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Women, Infants and

Children (WIC) hours; 6 p.m., Christian fellowship
potluck dinner

Fri.: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., preschool
Sat.: 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., adult Sunday school; 9:30 a.m.,

worship service - choir sings, Sunday school for
kindergarten through fifth grade

Mon.: 9 a.m. to noon, preschool; 3 to 7 p.m.,
Heartland blood drive

Tue.: 7 p.m., Praise Ringer practice
• Preschool information can be found at the

church office or its website.
• The church offers youth group, Men’s Club,

women’s groups, Christian fellowship dinners, and
mission and community outreach opportunities.

RITCHEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Route 102 • Wilmington, IL

815-476-6166
Sun.: 10:30 a.m., worship service

• Communion with Pastor Brent Phillips is on

the first Sunday of each month.

CHRISTIAN LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 113 and I-55 • 2960 E. Division St.

Diamond, IL 815-518-5441
www.clachurch.org

Randy Adams, Lead Pastor
Joe Drick, Pastor

Sun.: 8 a.m., prayer; 9 a.m., Sunday school for all
ages; 10 a.m., worship service

Wed.: 6:30 p.m., Kids Connection, Metalshop
Youth Group and adult elective studies

WILMINGTON 
CHURCH OF GOD

1200 Sunset Dr.
Wilmington, IL

Pastor William Gray
678-972-0559

Sun.: 10 a.m., Sunday sc
hool; 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
worship service
Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible study

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

195 S. Kankakee St. • Coal City, IL
815-634-4171

Reverend Robert Noesen
stmaryassumptionparish.org

Sunday Mass: 4 p.m., Saturday; 7:30 and 11:15 a.m.,
Sunday; confessions are heard from 3:20 to 3:45 p.m. on
Saturday. Due to church renovation, Sunday Mass will be
celebrated in Berst Hall. 

Daily Mass and devotions
• Monday - 8 a.m., rosary, communion service
• Tuesday - 8 a.m., rosary, communion service at

Immaculate Conception in Braidwood; 6:30 p.m., Mass
at Assumption Parish

• Wednesday - 8 a.m., rosary, confessions, Mass,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena

• Thursday - 8 a.m., rosary, Mass at Immaculate
Conception in Braidwood

• Friday - 8 a.m., rosary, Mass at Assumption Parish
• First Friday - 8 a.m., rosary, confessions, Mass
• First Saturday - 8 a.m., rosary, Immaculate

Conception Novena, Mass with the distribution of the
Sacrament of the Sick

Additional Devotional Prayer
Life at Assumption Parish

• Monthly Devotional prayers [Novena] to Our Lord
and His servant, Saint Peregrine, patron saint of those
who suffer with cancer or any incurable disease or con-
dition, Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament -
first Tuesday of the month following the 6:30 p.m. Mass

• Mother of the Eucharist Perpetual Adoration
Chapel is across from the church at 195 S. Kankakee St.
The chapel is a place of silent prayer in the presence of
Jesus Christ, truly present in the Eucharist. The Eucharist
is solemnly exposed for adoration 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Everyone is encouraged to stop in anytime,
make regular visits and sign up for a specific time of ado-
ration each week.

Lenten
• Stations of the Cross and Benediction of the

Blessed Sacrament will be celebrated at 6:30 p.m. on
Fridays during the Lenten season.

• The rosary will be said before weekday daily
Masses and communion service.

• Our Lady of Perpetual Help devotions will be on
Wednesdays following the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

• St. Peregrine devotions and benediction will be at
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 6.

IGNITE
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
1180 W. 1st St.
Braidwood, IL

Ignitechristianchu
rch.org

Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

The non-
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
church offers chil-
dren’s church and
weekly men’s and
women’s Bible study.
Visit the church on
Facebook.

NEW HOPE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

80 N. Garfield St.
Coal City, IL

815-634-8332
newhopepresbychurch@gmail.com

The Rev. Mark Hughey
Wed.: 7 p.m., Session
Sat.: 4:30 to 6 p.m., Breakfast for Dinner

fundraiser, everyone welcome
Sun.: 9 a.m., contemporary worship service; 9

to 10:15 a.m., Sunday school for pre-school through
sixth grade; 10:30 a.m., traditional worship service;
11:45 a.m., Lenten devotional and fellowship lunch

Mon.: 10:45 a.m., Meals on Wheels; 1 p.m., Bible
study

• Office hours are Monday through Friday, from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• For Lenten devotional, there will be a fellow-
ship meal on Sunday, Feb. 25, and March 4 and 11. A
video of Pastor Joe Amaral will be shown and a dis-
cussion will immediately follow food service. Amaral
is a Canadian pastor who has lived in and studied
Israel, and hosted a television show in Canada called
“100 Huntley Street.”

• A Breakfast for Dinner phase two fundraiser
will be hosted by the Fellowship and Worship com-
mittees on Feb. 24, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. The menu will
include pancakes, biscuits and gravy, egg casserole,
hashbrown casserole, sausage and beverages. Carry-
outs will be available. There will be a silent auction,
raffle baskets and Amazon gift cards as door prizes.

• The Women’s Association will not meet again
until Wednesday, April 4. The association collects box
tops, soup labels, can tabs, canceled stamps and
extra pennies for Least Coin to help other missions.

• The next Committee Night will be Wednesday,
March 7, at 7 p.m.

• Sign-up for the food pantry and Meals on
Wheels at least a week in advance on the tri-fold.

• Elizabeth Ministry – The Rosebud Program:
Each rosebud in front of the sanctuary is for a couple
building a family.  Yellow rosebuds are for those try-
ing to conceive, trying to adopt, or suffering infertili-
ty. Pink rosebuds are for those who are pregnant. Red
is for those who have given birth or have had a suc-
cessful adoption. White is for those suffering the loss
of a child. Instructions for adding persons to our
Elizabeth Ministry prayers are on the table in the
narthex.

UNITED LUTHERAN
CHURCH

309 E. Jefferson St. •
Gardner, IL

Rev. Greg Olson
Church 815-237-

2227
Cell 309-203-9758

Sun.: 10 a.m., wor-
ship, word and sacrament

• Alcoholics
Anonymous meets every
Wednesday at 8 p.m.

• Office hours are on
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
110 S. School St. • Braidwood, IL

Rev. Robert Noesen, Pastor
Rectory: 815-458-2125

Emergency: 815-418-5714
www.icparishbraidwood.org

Weekend Mass: 5:45 p.m., Saturday, Mass fol-
lowed by confessions; 9:30 a.m., Sunday

Tue.: 8 a.m., rosary; 8:30 a.m., communion
service

Thu.: 8 a.m., rosary; 8:30 a.m., Mass followed by
confessions

• The Adoration Chapel in Fr. White Hall is open
24/7, but unlocked daily from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A code
is available for those visiting the chapel before or
after hours. Everyone is welcome. If you would like to
make a commitment, or access the code, call Bill
Scheer at 815-458-6800.

Lenten
• Stations of the Cross will be celebrated at 7

p.m. on Tuesdays during the Lenten season.
• The rosary will be said before weekday daily

Masses and communion service.
• Our Lady of Perpetual Help devotions will be on

Wednesdays following the 8:30 a.m. Mass.
• Devotion to the Holy Family will be Thursday,

Feb. 22, at 7 p.m.
• St. Peregrine devotions and benediction will be at

6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 6.

ABUNDANT LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP

23632 W. Hwy. 113
Wilmington, IL
815-458-6530

Pastor Greg Linkous
alfwilmington.com

• Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship, children’s
church and nursery
available

• Tue.: Home
church (Bible study)

• Wed.: 6 to 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting at the
church; 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
men’s Bible study at the
church

• Fri.: 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., ladies’ Bible study
every other Friday at the
church

• Sat.: 8 to 10 a.m.,
men’s prayer breakfast
on the second Saturday
of each month

• Potluck fellow-
ship dinner is held on
the first Sunday of each
month following wor-
ship.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wilmington, IL

The Rev. Sebastian Gargol
School Principal: Linda Bland

Rectory 476-7491; School 476-6220; Religious
Education 476-6220; Kuzma Cottage 476-2030,
Hours: 9-11 a.m., Mon.-Fri.

Schedule
Morning Mass 8 a.m. on Tues., Wed. and Fri.;

Saturday Vigil at 4:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 7 and 11
a.m.

Wed.: 5:45 to 7 p.m., REP
Thu.: 10 a.m., Legion of Mary in the St. Rose

Church meeting room; 6 to 7 p.m., Holy Hour/con-
fessions at St. Rose Church; 7 p.m., Knights of
Columbus meeting at St. Rose Preschool

Fri.: 2:15 p.m., Stations of the Cross/ school
children; 5:30 to 6:45 p.m., soup and salad dinner at
St. Rose School; 7 p.m., Stations of the Cross

Sun.: School Mass
• Begin Friday, Feb. 16, Stations of the Cross,

and a soup and salad dinner will be offered in the St.
Rose School gymnasium. Dinner will be from 5:30 to
6:45 p.m. and Stations of the Cross at 7 p.m. A small
suggested good will offering will be asked. Everyone
is invited to attend. There will be no soup and salad
dinner on Friday, March 9.

• The parish auction and dinner is set for
Saturday, March 10. More details to follow.

• The St. Rose School Booster Brunch will be
held on Sunday, March 18, beginning at noon, in the
St. Rose School gymnasium. Tickets are $50 each and
include cocktails, a prime rib brunch, door prizes
and entertainment by The Jukebox Junkys. Proceeds
will benefit the St. Rose School Endowment Fund.
For tickets or more information call the school at
815-476-6220.

• Contribution statements for 2017 are available
to pick up at the rectory, or call the rectory to have it
mailed.

Jake's Boys, a Southern gospel group
consisting of eight men, will perform at
Mazon United Methodist Church, 509 7th
St. on Sunday, Feb. 25, at 9 a.m.

There will be no charge and all will be
welcome to attend.

Learn more about them at www.jakes-
boys.org, and on their Facebook page.

Southern gospel group
coming to Mazon

PARK STREET
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
United Church

of Christ
806 Park Street

Mazon, IL
815-448-5514

Pastor Tyler Carrell
★★★

Sun.: 9 a.m., wor-
ship; 10:30 a.m., Sunday
school Wed.: 6 p.m.,
Bible study

Join St. Rose School on Sunday, March
18, for its annual booster brunch.

The brunch will begin at noon in the St.
Rose School gymnasium, 626 S. Kankakee
St., Wilmington.

Tickets are $50 each and include cock-
tails, a prime rib brunch, door prizes and
entertainment by The Jukebox Junkys.

All proceeds will be dedicated to the St.
Rose School Endowment Fund. For infor-
mation and tickets call St. Rose School at
815-476-6220,

St. Rose booster brunch
set for March 18

The Men's Club of the First United
Methodist Church of Wilmington will host
its 33rd annual spaghetti dinner on
Saturday, March 3, from 4 to 7:00 p.m.

Come for the spaghetti, stay for the
desserts. Proceeds from the event will be
used to support local missions such as
Kuzma Care Cottage, Our Caring Closet,
Lamb's Fold and the Christian Help
Association.

The church is located at 401 E. Kahler
Rd., Wilmington.

Men’s Club to host
spaghetti dinner

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
& Grace Lutheran Preschool

907 Luther Dr. • Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9480

Reverend David Vidler
Preschool Director Mary Kay Hays

office@gracewilm.org
pastor@gracewilm.org

Wed.: 6 to 6:45 p.m., soup and sandwich sup-
per; 7 p.m., Ash Wednesday service with imposition
of ashes and communiuon

Thu.: 7 p.m., Rainbow Council Boy Scout meet-
ing

Fri.: 9 a.m., Friday Crew
Sat.: 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers
Sun.: 9 a.m., worship with communion; 10

a.m., Sunday school, coffee time
Mon.: Lamp articles due; 7 p.m., Alcoholics

Anonymous
• A soup and sandwich supper will be held fron

6 to 6:45 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 21. Lenten worship
service will be held at 7 p.m. followed by choir prac-
tice.

Coal City United Methodist Church,
6805 E. McArdle Road, will host a  Hallelujah
soup supper on Saturday, March 3, from 4 to
6:30 p.m.

The meal will include a choice of home-
made chicken noodle soup or chili, a sand-
wich, crackers, a beverage, ice cream and
dessert.

The cost will be $8 for adults and chil-
dren 13 and older; $4 for children ages 6 to
12; and $2 for children ages 3 to 5. Children
2 and under will eat free.

Carry-outs will be available. All pro-
ceeds will go to the church’s building fund.
Tickets will be sold at the door.

Soup supper
set for March 3
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ROCKDALE—John A.
Breen, 73, of Rockdale,
passed away Sunday,
Feb. 18, 2018 at

Rosewood Care Center of Joliet.
Born Jan. 5, 1945 in Joliet,

John Arthur was a son of John and
Alice (nee Puhek) Breen. He was
raised and educated in Joliet, and
on Dec. 16, 1965, John married
Marion Hottenstein in Baltimore, MD.
He served in the United States Army dur-
ing the Vietnam War, where he was awarded
the Purple Heart, and following his military
service he worked as a welder for 20 years
until his retirement. John was a member of
Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church in Joliet, and
was a proud member of the NRA. He
enjoyed target shooting, fishing and wood-
working.

Survivors include his wife, Marion; six
children: Carolyn (Ken) Floyd, of Elwood;
John A. Breen, of Marseilles; Diane (Ray)
Rodriguez, of Aurora; Alice (Gene) Ziller, of
Georgia; Patrick (Christine) Breen, of
Wilmington and Daniel Breen, of Rockdale;

12 grandchildren and six great-grand-
children; three brothers: Rich (Jane)
Breen, of Crest Hill; Larry (Linda)
Breen, of Florida and Mike
(Rachel) Breen, of Morris, as well
as numerous cousins, nieces and
nephews.

John was preceded in death by
his parents.

Per John’s wishes, cremation
rites have been accorded, and a

memorial visitation and video tribute
will be Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2018 between
the hours of 4 and 8 p.m. at Baskerville
Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in
Wilmington.

Memorials in John’s name may be given
to the family for their distribution.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
John’s memorial page by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

John A. Breen
BRAIDWOOD—Patrick S. Clark,

70, of Braidwood, passed away
Friday, Feb. 16, 2018 at Riverside
Medical Center in Kankakee, IL. 

He was born March 19, 1947 to
Noah Fay and Mary (nee Cooper)
Clark.  Pat owned and operated
Clark Excavating and Recycling
Center for many years. He loved
working and was in charge of the
demolition of many buildings in the
area. Pat enjoyed camping, spending
time with his family, trips to Wisconsin, and
his dog, Critter.  
Surviving are his wife, Jacque (nee Lewis),
who he married Jan. 15, 1994 in Joliet, IL;
one son, Patrick “Gabe” Clark, of Cullum;
four daughters: Christine (Brian) Harin, of
Cullum; Lisa Jo Clark, of Marion, IL; Rhonda
(Jeff) Derr, of Godley, IL and Darci (Rick)
Duran, of Godley; six grandchildren, one
great-grandchild, two sisters, Betty Soltysik,
of Custer Park, IL and Judy Bolatto, of

Bonfield, IL and nieces and nephews. 
Preceding him in death were

his parents, brothers: Francis Fay
Clark, Ronald Clark and John Clark
and grandson, Parker.  
Visitation will be at the R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory, Wednesday, Feb. 21,

from 5-8 p.m. Cremation rites will
be accorded following services.

Inurnment will be at a later date in
Oakwood Cemetery in Wilmington, IL.  
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be

made to the family.  
For more information and to visit his

online guestbook, log onto www.rwpatter-
sonfuneralhomes.com or find their
Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral
Homes.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in
charge of arrangements.

Patrick S. Clark

MORRIS—Constance
B. Donovan
“Connie,” 93, and a life-
long resident of Morris,

passed away Thursday morning,
Feb. 15, 2018 at Park Pointe
Healthcare in Morris.

Born May 11, 1924 in Morris,
Constance Bernice was a daughter
of Peter and Teresa (Stanonis)
Kopczick. She was a graduate of
Morris Community High School with the
Class of 1942, and went on to honorable
serve as a WAVE with the United States Navy,
during the conclusion of World War II. 

On Sept. 3, 1960, Connie married
Joseph Jude Donovan in Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in Morris, and
together they made their home and raised
their family in Morris.

Connie’s career with Bell Telephone
Company spanned for more than 30 years,
where she worked as a long distance opera-
tor until her retirement. She was an active
member of Immaculate Conception Parish;
Morris American Legion Post #294 and the
Polish National Alliance (PNA). Connie was
also a proud Democrat, who served as an
Election Judge for many years.

Known to many as “Aunt Connie”, and
also as “Connie Kupcake”, Connie was a
woman of true fashion, whose interests were
varied, but ageless. She took great pleasure
in dancing a good polka, as well as cooking
and gardening. 

She was a tremendous lover of animals,
and rescued animals of all kinds throughout
the neighborhood. Connie loved sports,
especially the Morris Redskins, and always
being young at heart, had fun dressing up
and participating in the Halloween festivi-
ties. She made countless memories travel-
ing, and participating in bus trips from near
to afar with friends and family.

Connie truly cherished her grandchil-
dren, and always had a special way of con-
necting with family, as she lovingly wel-
comed each baby born into her circle.

With her warm smile, outgoing person-
ality, and contagious zest for life, there was
no one who met Connie and left unchanged.

She never took anything lightly and
always went above and beyond on
everything she did. Kind, generous,
happy, and fun, she will never be
forgotten.

Survivors include her four
children: Theresa (Aleksandar)
Bulatovic of DesPlaines, IL, James

Donovan of Eugene, OR and
Marguerite Donovan and Constance

Colleen (Angel) Feliciano, both of
Chicago; eight grandchildren: Ian

(Heather) Waters, Jessica (Timothy) Miller,
Brian Waters, Siobhan Donovan, Keegan
Smith, Erin O’Neill, Lily Feliciano and Elijah
Feliciano; one great grandson Dylan; one
sister JoAnn (the late George) Knudson of
Morris and numerous nieces and nephews,
as well as friends whom fondly referred to
her as “Aunt Connie”.

Connie was preceded in death by her
parents; husband Joseph on Feb. 14, 2003,
and seven brothers and sisters: Ray “Kup”
Kopczick, Julie Kopczick-Bien, Walter
“Shorty” Kopczick, Joseph “Bush” Kopczick,
Stanley “Ike” Kopczick, John Kopczick and
Maryann Kopczick.

Funeral services were held on Monday
morning, Feb. 19, 2018 at Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in Morris. A
Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated and
Reverend Ed Howe, CR presided.

Burial was held in Mount Carmel
Catholic Cemetery in Morris, where Connie
was laid to rest with her late husband
Joseph. Pallbearers were: Aleksandar
Bulatovic, Angel Feliciano, Richard “Dick”
Kopczick, Stanley Knudson, Lance Peterson
and Donald Arthur Davidson, III.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Connie’s memory to an animal relat-
ed charity or rescue of the donor’s choosing.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Connie’s
memorial page online by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/notices/Contstan
ce-Donovan.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in
Morris. 

Constance Donovan

WILMINGTON—Marsha Elaine
Dudek (nee Dempsey), 67, of
Wilmington and formerly of
Lockport, passed away Thursday
Feb. 15, 2018 at her home.

Born March 21, 1950 in
Harrisburg, IL, Marsha was the
daughter of Billy Ray and Della Rae
(Beal) Dempsey. She was raised and
educated in Lockport and most
recently worked as a Lab Technician at
St. Joseph Medical Center in Joliet, from
where she retired from in 2010.

Marsha was a woman with a wicked
sense of humor who enjoyed shopping at
Wal-Mart. She had a love of hummingbirds,
and took pleasure tending to her feeders
and watching them from her window.

Family was of the utmost importance to
Marsha, and she cherished time spent with
her grandchildren. Marsha will forever be
remembered as a loving mother and grand-
mother.

Survivors include her children: Brian
Collins of Indiana and Angela Collins of
Frankfort; eight grandchildren: Ashley
Collins, Haley Collins, Samantha (Anthony)
Valles, Koty Collins, Brittany Collins, Tiffany
Collins, Cassidy Kroll and Caleb Kroll; (12)

great grandchildren; two brothers:
Steve Dempsey and Larry (Debbie)
Dempsey of Wilmington, and
nieces and nephews: Jennifer
(Brad) Zuppa, Steve (Carrie)
Dempsey, Larry (Candiss)
Dempsey, Jr. and Harrell (Kelly)
Townsend, as well as her lifelong

friend, Debbie Smith of Plainfield.
Marsha was preceded in death

by her parents; husband Ray; one son
William Collins, Jr. and grandson Brian

Collins, Jr. in infancy.
The funeral service was held on

Tuesday Feb. 20, 2018. Pastor Bill Luttrell
officiated, and cremation rites were accord-
ed following the services.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Marsha’s memory to The Hope
House of St. Louis.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Marsha’s
memorial page online by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/notices/Mars
ha-Dudek

Funeral services and cremation
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home in Wilmington.

Marsha Dudek

PLAINFIELD—Doris Rae
“Dorie” Bobzin Glidden, 77, of
Plainfield, IL, passed away peace-
fully Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018 at Our
Lady of Angels Retirement Home
in Joliet, IL.  

She was born in Joliet on April
22, 1940 to Frank W. and Clara F.
(Werner) Bobzin. She graduated
from Lincoln Way High School in 1958
and earned a bachelor's degree from
Eastern Illinois University in 1979.  Doris
was an accomplished genealogist and pub-
lished five books on family history.  She
worked many years at the Grundy County
Health Department and also as a health
services secretary at offices in Morton and
Joliet IL.  She took great joy in travel abroad
to Australia, Oceana and Europe with her
family. Doris was a dedicated volunteer in
her churches and communities, leading
music in nursing homes and ecumenical
bible schools, organizing activities for senior
citizens, serving as treasurer for the United
Prespyterian Women of Bloomington
Presbytery, and as secretary for women's
groups in five congregations.  

Surviving are her beloved husband of 57
years, Rev. Charles “Ted” Glidden, of
Plainfield, IL, who she married Sept. 4, 1960
at St. Paul United Church of Christ in
Manhattan, IL. Dorie is also survived by one
daughter, Cynthia (Terence) Glidden-
Tracey, of Tempe, AZ; one son, Robert

(Jackie Smith) Glidden, of
Pittsburgh, PA; four grandchil-
dren,:Trevor Tracey, Braeden
Richardson, Melody Richardson
and Kendra Westmoreland; one
sister, Marilyn (the late William)
Boyle, of Manhattan, IL; one son-

in-law, Bruce Richardson and
numerous step-grandchildren,

nieces and nephews.  
Preceding her in death were her par-

ents, one daughter, Melissa Richardson; one
sister, Elaine (the late Joseph) Jung and one
infant brother.  

Visitation was held at the Forsythe
Gould Funeral Home, 507 S. State Street,
Manhattan, IL, on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2018.  A
private graveside service was in the
Manhattan Center Cemetery.  

A celebration of Doris's life is scheduled
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March 10, 2018 at the
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1015
Winthrop Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435 with meal
to follow.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
to St. Paul's United Church of Christ in
Manhattan or the Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Joliet would be appreciated.

For more information go to
www.forsythegouldfh.com.

Forsythe Gould Funeral Home, 507 S.
State St., Manhattan, is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Doris Glidden OHIO—Ollie R.
Grabowski, 90, of Toledo,
OH, passed away peace-
fully with his family by

his side at Park Pointe Healthcare
& Rehabilitation Center in Morris,
IL on Feb. 18, 2018. 

Ollie was born in Toledo on
Aug. 19, 1927, to Joseph and Mary
(Przystal) Grabowski and was the
youngest of eight children. Ollie mar-
ried Rose Pacholek on July 24, 1948, in
Toledo and had two children, Kenneth
(DeAnne), of Coal City, IL and Robert, of
Guthrie, OK, both surviving. Following
Rose's death in 1974, he married Rae Eakin,
but later divorced; she preceded him in
death. In 2003, he married Marie Andrews;
she also preceded him in death. 

After a shortened high school career,
Ollie enlisted in the US Navy in August of
1945 and was honorably discharged in
August of 1946 due to the end of the war.
Within a week after his discharge, Ollie sub-
mitted his application to A & P Tea Company
where he worked for 48 years in the Eight
O'Clock Coffee and Produce departments,
retiring in 1994. He was among the founding
families of St. Patrick of Heatherdowns
Church and a member of the American
Legion. He loved to polka dance, take bus
trips, play cards, and travel. He always
enjoyed volunteering wherever he was
needed, especially at parish dinners and
bingo, the Valentine Theater, and loved trav-
eling to Illinois to spend holidays and spe-

cial occasions with his family.
He will be remembered as a hard

working, dedicated husband and
father, who was a very giving man
and loved by all.

Along with his children,
Ollie is survived by three grand-
children: Jason, of Chicago, IL;

Kristin (Billy) Straus, of Naples, FL
and Sean, of Coal City, IL along with

many nieces and nephews.
Ollie was also preceded in death by his

parents, his brothers: John, Walter,
Raymond and Julius and his sisters: Vernell,
Mary and Ann. 

The family will greet friends and family
from 4 to 8 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 23, 2018 at
WK Sujkowski & Son Funeral Home, 3838
Airport Highway, Toledo, OH.

Funeral services will be held Saturday,
Feb. 24, at 11 a.m. at St. Patrick of
Heatherdowns Church, 4201 Heather
Downs Blvd, Toledo with visitation from 10
a.m. until the time of the funeral services.
Burial will follow at the Calvary Cemetery in
Toledo. After the burial, a luncheon will take
place at Scott Park Banquet Hall, 2541
Nebraska Ave., Toledo.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made in Ollie's name to the charity of the
donor's choice.

Family and friends may sign online
condolences at www.ferrarifuneral.com and
also at www.sujkowskiairport.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services in Coal City, IL
is entrusted with local arrangements.

Ollie R. Grabowski

JOLIET—Josephine L. Hibler (nee
Minarich), 97, passed away Sunday,
Feb. 18, 2018 at The Parc Nursing
Home in Joliet with her family by
her side.

Josephine was born in
Bourbonnais, IL to Ernest and
Josephine (nee Tomac) Minarich
and she was raised in Joliet. She
graduated from Joliet Central High
School, class of 1939. On May 10, 1941
Josephine married George Hibler who
preceded her in death in 1988. Josephine
admired animals, she enjoyed walking her
dogs, Sammie and Rusty and visiting with
her neighbors. Josephine loved feeding her
birds, praying in her prayer garden, praying
from her countless prayer books, working
her word search puzzles, playing bingo and
solitaire; but cooking homemade noodles
and baking Potica and Strudel for her family
were her favorite pastimes of them all. She
was a member of the Cantigny Post #367
Ladies Auxiliary and the Croatian Fraternal
Union.

Josephine was a loving mother of three
children, the late Diane Marenche (2016),
Elaine (Melvin) Smith, of Coal City, IL and
Ronald (Jan) Hibler, of Minooka, IL. She
always held a special place in her heart for

her five grandchildren: Georgene and
Jay Marenche and Michael (Faith),
Christine and Greg (Janet) Smith
and her six great-grandchildren;
Lanie, Brooke, Paige, Alex, Jake and
Tyler Smith.

She was preceded in death by
her brothers and sister: Albert

(Thelma), Ernie (Connie), Pete
(Carol) Minarich and Caroline (Al)

Smith.
In lieu of flowers, donations in

Josephine’s name to The Parc of Joliet or
Joliet Township Animal Control would be
appreciated.

A celebration of Josephine’s life will
begin on Saturday, Feb. 24, 2018 with a visi-
tation at Tezak Funeral Home from 9:30 a.m.
until 10:15 a.m. then driving in procession
to St. Mary Nativity Catholic Church in Joliet
for a Mass of Christian Burial to be held at 11
a.m. Interment will follow at St. Mary
Nativity Cemetery in Crest Hill. 

Visitation will be on Friday, Feb. 23,
2018 at Tezak Funeral Home, 1211 Plainfield
Rd., Joliet from 3 to 7 p.m. 

Obituary and tribute wall for Josephine
L. Hibler is at www.tezakfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements have been entrusted to
Tezak's Home to Celebrate Life.

Josephine L. Hibler

CUSTER PARK—Dawn Mathena
(nee Duha), 63, of Custer Park, IL,
passed away Thursday, Feb. 15,
2018 at her home with her family
by her side.  

Dawn was born Sept. 24, 1954
in Joliet, IL to Frank and Gladys
(nee Voight) Duha. She married
Dennis Mathena on Feb. 8, 1975 in
New Lenox, IL and they made their
home on their farm in Custer Park, IL. 

An avid horsewoman, she bred,
trained and showed American Quarter hors-
es for over 50 years and was especially fond
of her horse, Prissey. She was the 1997
Exhibitor of the Year at the Grundy County
Fair as well as a lifetime member of AQHA. 

Dawn also enjoyed horseshows, trail
riding, going to classic car shows with her
1966 Pontiac Lemans, and don't forget all of
her loving pets, especially her cat, Whitey. 

For 30 years she was employed by Exxon
Mobile.  Dawn was a 40 year Multiple
Sclerosis survivor and finally succumbed to
cancer. 

Surviving are her husband of 43 years,
Dennis Mathena; sons, Damien Mathena

and Dustin Mathena; sister, Diana
(nee Duha) Williams and loving
partner, Jack Ruiter; father-in-law,
Russel Mathena; sister-in-law,
Luann Mathena; grandchildren
and numerous nieces and
nephews.   

Preceding her in death were
her parents and infant daughter,

Diane Mathena.  
Cremation rights have been

accorded.  A Celebration of Dawn's Life
will be held at a later date and her cremains
will be scattered from Prissey, her horse,
back at their family farm.  

Memorial donations in her name may
be directed to the Multiple Sclerosis Society
or Joliet Area Hospice.

For   more   information   and   to   sign
her   online   guestbook log   on  to
www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com  or
find their Facebook page at R.W. Patterson
Funeral Homes and Crematory.

Cremation rites have been made under
the direction of R.W. Patterson Funeral
Home and Crematory, 401 E. Main St.,
Braidwood.

Dawn Mathena

DIAMOND—Brad M. Oram, 59,
of Diamond, passed away unexpect-
edly Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018, at his
home. 

He was born April 6, 1958 and
was raised and educated in Joliet.
He married Pam Frye on April 13,
1991. He enjoyed watching
wrestling and NASCAR with his
stepson, Billy, who preceded him in
death just last year in 2017. Brad also
enjoyed fishing.

He is survived by his wife, Pam;
stepchildren, John (Melissa) Harvey, of
Braidwood and Joseph (Beth) Harvey, of
Wilmington; sister-in-law, Wendy Huston, of
Coal City and brother-in-law, Robert Frye, of
Yorkville.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, his stepson, William in 2017;
one brother, Bryan; one sister, his
father-in-law William Frye and
mother-in-law, Connie Frye and
brother-in-law, Kenny Huston.

Visitation will be held
Thursday, Feb. 22, 2018 from 5 to 7

p.m. at the U.C. Davis-Callahan
Funeral Home.  At 7 p.m. the family

will celebrate and remember Brad's
life.
For further information or to send

online condolences to the family visit
www.ucdaviscallahan.com.

Arrangements have been entrusted
with U.C. Davis-Callahan Funeral Home,
301 W. Washington Street, Morris, IL.  

Brad M. Oram

SEE  JOHN SUSIN OBITUARY, PAGE 8



BY GREG BISHOP
ILLINOIS NEWS NETWORK

Any federal infrastruc-
ture funding plan needs to
hold states like Illinois more
accountable for mainte-
nance, something that hasn’t
happened in the past,
according to the
Competitive Enterprise
Institute.

Earlier this week,
President Donald Trump
laid out his plan to invest
$1.5 trillion over several
years, 20 percent more than
previous plans.

The plan would free up
$200 billion of federal tax
dollars to be matched with
state tax dollars for a total
investment of $1.5 trillion.

In an overview of the
plan, the White House says
“regulatory barriers that

needlessly get in the way of
infrastructure projects will
be removed” and “permit-
ting for infrastructure proj-
ects will be streamlined and
shortened.”

CEI Senior Fellow Marc
Scribner said the program
would offer streamlined per-
mit approvals and allow for
more private activity bonds,
but Scribner said the federal
government too often incen-
tivizes bad behavior from
states and local govern-
ments.

“The federal govern-
ment’s main sin is that they
incentivize bad behavior on
the part of the states,”
Scribner said. “They incen-
tivize states and locals to
gold plate infrastructure
projects without coming up
with ways to actually main-
tain them.”

State Representative
Tim Butler, who serves on an
infrastructure committee,
said Illinois has to plan
ahead with a capital budget
and a capital plan.

“We’ve got to come up
with a long plan, a sustain-

able plan, that puts infra-
structure on par with other
states and actually gets us
from not just this year but
years to come that we have
the funding in place for it,”
said Butler, R-Springfield.

The Illinois
Commission on
Government Forecasting
and Accountability recently
published a 2018 Capital
Plan report saying the 2009
Illinois Jobs Now capital pro-
gram “has run its course,”
and “there are funding defi-
ciencies in key areas of the
current program.”

Butler said it will be dif-
ficult for fiscally strapped
Illinois to match federal
funds for infrastructure proj-
ects in Trump’s $1.5 trillion
federal proposal, but a
recent constitutional
amendment in Illinois lock-
ing in infrastructure funds
will help.

“So now that money
that you pay into the road
fund goes straight into infra-
structure and it’s not going
to get swept for something
else,” Butler said. “I think

that’s good for the taxpayers
to know.”

Butler said there are a
lot of bridges, roadways, rail
and other crucial infrastruc-
ture that are being neglected
throughout the state.

But Scribner said the
media has overblown infra-
structure problems.

“But where [problems]
do exist, they are almost
entirely the result of the fail-
ure to do routine mainte-
nance,” Scribner said, “and
that is entirely a state and
local decision.”

One thing that could
help make state and local tax
dollars go further, Scribner
said, is addressing things like
prevailing wage and sourc-
ing requirements.

“There are all sorts of
federal requirements that
needlessly increase state
costs,” Scribner said, “and
that’s something that really,
the labor and buy America
certainly, weren’t addressed
in a positive way in
[Trump’s] plan.”
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NAPERVILLE—John
Angelo Susin, 89, of
Naperville, IL, formerly
of Wilmington, IL,

passed away peacefully
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018 at
Edward Hospital in Naperville. 

He was born Dec. 24, 1928
in West Frankfort, IL to his loving
parents, Giovanni and Julie (nee
Sesock) Susin. He was married to his
cherished wife, Juanita Susin, nee
Plantec, for 67 years.  

John served in the United States Army,
6th Infantry Army of Occupation force in
Japan and Korea following World War II. He
later worked as a carpenter and a millwright
building many homes and helping friends
with remodeling projects. He enjoyed boat-
ing on the Kankakee River, playing guitar,

and shooting pool.
Beloved father of Shale Susin

(Lisa, nee Friddle) of Naperville, IL.
Dearest grandfather of Allison and
Emma Susin.  Brother of Annabel
and the late Victor Susin.

All services are private. Future
inurnment will be at Abraham

Lincoln National Cemetery,
Elwood, IL.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Association,

Cure Alzheimer’s Fund, or a charity of the
donor’s choice.

For more information go to
www.friedrich-jones.com.

Friedrich-Jones Funeral Home, 44 S.
Mill St., Naperville, IL is in charge of
arrangements.

John Susin

Wednesday, Feb. 21
• 10 a.m. to noon, Indoor Walking and

Coffee with Friends, The Center (formerly
Reed-Custer Primary School, 35445 S.
Washington St., Custer Park, each
Wednesday

• 10:30 a.m., Alcoholics Anonymous,
Coal City United Methodist Church, 6805 E.
McArdle Rd., every Wednesday

• 1 p.m., Wilmington Garden Club
meeting, US Bank, 417 S. Water St., visitors
welcome

• 5 p.m., Godley Public Water District
meeting, Godley Public Water District
Treatment Building, 440 S. Center St., third
Wednesday of each month

• 6 p.m., Custer Township Fire
Protection District Board meeting, Custer
Fire Station, 21750 Illinois Highway 113,
third Wednesday of each month

• 6 to 7:40 p.m., Awana Club, Main
Street Baptist Church, 110 S. Division St.,
Braidwood, each Wednesday

• 6 to 7 p.m., Dementia/Alzheimers sup-
port group, Wilmington Public Library, 201
S. Kankakee St.

• 6:30 p.m., K9s for Veterans town hall
meeting, The Center (formerly Reed-Custer
Primary School), 35445 S. Washington St.,
Custer Park

• 7 p.m., Learn to Quilt, Wilmington
Lions Hall, 708 E. River St., each Wednesday

Thursday, Feb. 22
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205

N. First St., Wilmington, each Tuesday and
Thursday

• 9:30 a.m. to noon, Mobile Workshop
Center, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S.
Kankakee St., each Thursday

• 1 to 3:30 p.m., Mobile Workshop
Center, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S.
Kankakee St., each Thursday

• 5 to 7 p.m., Will County electronics
recycling, Wilmington City Hall, 1165 S.
Water St., for Will County residents with
proof of residency

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., 12-Step Program for all
addictions including family members,
Christian Life Assembly of God, 2960 E.
Division St., Diamond, each Thursday

• 7 to 9 p.m., Indoor Walking and Coffee
with Friends, The Center (formerly Reed-
Custer Primary School, 35445 S. Washington
St., Custer Park, each Thursday

Friday, Feb. 23
• 10 to 11 a.m., Women’s Alcoholics

Anonymous meeting, The Center (formerly
Reed-Custer Primary School, 35445 S.
Washington St., Custer Park, each Friday

Saturday, Feb. 24
• 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers, Grace

Lutheran Church, 907 Luther Dr.,
Wilmington, each Saturday

• Noon to 3 p.m., Braidwood Area
Historical Society museum open, 111 N.
Center St., each Saturday

• 3 to 7 p.m., Open gym for all ages, The
Center, 35445 S. Washington St., Custer Park,
each Saturday

• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meet-
ing, Coal City United Methodist Church,
6805 E. McArdle Rd., each Saturday

Sunday, Feb. 25
• 7 a.m. to noon, Essex Lions Club

breakfast, Essex Lions Hall, 217 Parls St.
• 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Essex Museum open,

218 Parls St.
• 8 p.m., Alcoholic Anonymous, Coal

City United Methodist Church, 6805 E.
McArdle Rd., each Sunday

Monday, Feb. 26
• 10 a.m. to noon, Indoor Walking and

Coffee with Friends, The Center (formerly

Reed-Custer Primary School, 35445 S.
Washington St., Custer Park, each Monday

• 10:30 a.m., Island City Homemakers
meeting, Island City Park District, 315 S.
Water St., Wilmington, fourth Monday of
each month

• 7 p.m., Village of Godley meeting, 150
S. Kankakee St., fourth Monday of each
month

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., Wilmington Boy Scout
Troop 440, Wilmington Lions Club, 805 River
St., each Monday

• 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Grace
Lutheran Church, 807 Luther Dr., each
Monday

Tuesday, Feb. 27
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205

N. First St., Wilmington, each Tuesday and
Thursday

• Noon, Wilmington Rotary Club meet-
ing, Hayden’s Crossing, downtown
Wilmington, each Tuesday

• 12:15 to 3:30 p.m., Bridge Buddies,
Wilmington Public Library, 201 S. Kankakee
St., each Tuesday

• 5:15 p.m., TOPS 2264, Main Street
Baptist Church, Main and Division streets,
Braidwood, each Tuesday

• 6 to 7 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous
meeting, Immaculate Conception Church
Fr. White Hall, 110 S. School St., Braidwood,
each Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Braidwood City Council meet-
ing, Braidwood City Hall, 141 W. Main St.,
second and fourth Tuesday of each month

• 7 to 9 p.m., Indoor Walking and Coffee
with Friends, The Center (formerly Reed-
Custer Primary School, 35445 S. Washington
St., Custer Park, each Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Al-Anon, Coal City United
Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd.,
each Tuesday

Wednesday, Feb. 28
• 7:30 a.m., TOPS IL 1024, Island City

Baptist Church, 120 Vine St., Wilmington,
weigh-in followed by meeting each
Wednesday

• 6 p.m., Wilmington Area Historical
Society membership meeting 114 N. Main
St., fourth Wednesday of each month

Thursday, March 1
• 7 p.m., Midewin National Tallgrass

Prairie lecture, 30239 S. State Route 53,
Wilmington

• 7 p.m., Reed Township Mosquito
Abatement District meeting, 104 W. Main St.,
Braidwood

Friday, March 2
• Fish fry, Godley Park District, 500 S.

Kankakee St.
Saturday, March 3

• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Melissa’s Closet and
Crystal’s Jewelry Box sale, Godley Park
District, 500 S. Kankakee St.

• Noon to 3 p.m., Wilmington Historical
Society museum open, 114 N. Main St., first
Saturday of each month

• Noon, Texas Hold-Em tournament,
The Rustic Inn, 108 N. Water St., Wilmington

• 4 to 6:30 p.m., Hallelujah soup supper,
Coal City United Methodist Church, 6805 E.
McArdle Rd.

• 4 to 7 p.m., Spaghetti dinner, First
United Methodist Church, 401 E. Kahler Rd.,
Wilmington

Monday, March 5
• 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Dental van, Island

Park District, 315 N. Water St., Wilmington
Tuesday, March 6

• 7 p.m., Wilmington City Council meet-
ing, Wilmington City Hall, 1165 S. Water St.,
first and third Tuesday of each month

Community calendar
of events

To submit your event here, visit www.freepressnewspapers.com

Government watchdog: States like Illinois must be
more accountable for infrastructure maintenance

Illinois State Police (ISP)
District 5 Troopers and
Peotone Fire Department
are investigating a sub-
merged vehicle discovered
on Monday, Feb. 20, on US
Route 45, southbound,
south of Barr Road in Will
County.

According to the pre-
liminary investigation, the
submerged 2007 white
Toyota Yaris driven by
Stephanie Miller, 52, of

Bourbonnais, IL was discov-

ered in a nearby water-

way/ditch rolled over at

approximately 5:19 a.m.

Miller was pronounced

on at the scene.

The ISP is currently

investigating the incident

and no further information

is being released at this time.

Submerged vehicle
claims life of driver

The Joliet Area
Historical Museum will
present Great Moments in
Vinyl on Friday, Feb. 23, at
7:30 p.m.

The band will play trib-
ute to The Rolling Stones
and two of their best
albums, Some Girls and
Sticky Fingers.

The cost is $10 for
museum members and stu-
dents, and $12 for the gener-
al public.

For more information
or to register, visit the muse-
um’s website at www.joliet-
museum.org or call 815-
723-5201.

The Joliet Area
Historical Museum is locat-
ed at 204 N. Ottawa St.

A tribute to
The Rolling
Stones

HOLLY IS A sweet 2-year-old
female Beagle Sheltie mix
available for adoption. She
weighs approximately 30
pounds and keeps her kennel
clean. Her adoption
fee includes spay, rabies
shot, distemper, microchip
and fecal exam. Those inter-
ested should email Hopeful
Tails Animal Rescue at hope-
fultailsadoptions@outlook.co
m.

Holly keeps
her kennel
clean

Explore the journey to a
healthy heart through the
artist's eye on Thursday,
Feb. 22, from 5 to 7 p.m., at
The Majestic, 150 N.
Schuyler Ave., Kankakee.

The unique event, Art 4
Heart, will feature artwork
submissions from over 15
area high schools. There will
be refreshments, music and
art for your heart.

Art show
set for
Feb. 22
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Foreclosure sale of 1472 Red Top Lane

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
BANK OF AMERICA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Plaintiff, -v.- BONITA M. JONES
AKA BONITA JONES, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ACTING BY AND
THROUGH THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT,
LAKEWOOD TRAILS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION Defendant 17 CH 7

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of

Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on December 18, 2017, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 9:00 AM on March 19, 2018, at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 East Washington Street front door entrance, MORRIS, IL,
60450, sell at public auction to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

That part of lot 145 in Lakewood Trails Unit 1 being a subdivision of the north-
west quarter of section 13 and the south 250.00 feet of the southwest quarter of sec-
tion 12, all in township 34 north, range 8 east of the third principal meridian, accord-
ing to the plat thereof recorded April 30, 2003 as document number 417002 and
amended by certificates of correction recorded July 24, 2003 as document number
421156, and September 3, 2003 as document number 423288, described as follows:
Beginning at the northeasterly corner of said lot 145; thence South 00 degrees 57
minutes 07 seconds east, 120.87 feet; thence south 89 degrees 02 minutes 53 sec-
onds west, 37.50 feet; thence north 00 degrees 57 minutes 07 seconds west, 111.67
feet to a point on a curve; thence easterly along a curve nontangent to the last
described line being concave northerly having a radius of 183.00 feet and a chord
bearing of north 75 degrees 15 minutes 25 seconds east a distance of 38.69 feet to
the point of beginning, all in the Village of Minooka, Aux Sable Township, Grundy
County, Illinois.         

Commonly known as 1472 RED TOP LANE, MINOOKA, IL 60447
Property Index No. 03-13-155-042; 03-13-155-042S.
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $107,496.75. 
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of the

sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be accept-
ed. The balance in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general real estate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without
any representation as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff
and in  AS IS  condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a Certificate
of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirmation
of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien prior to that of the United
States, the United States shall have one year from the date of sale within which to
redeem, except that with respect to a lien arising under the internal revenue laws the
period shall be 120 days or the period allowable for redemption under State law,
whichever is longer, and in any case in which, under the provisions of section 505
of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12 U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of
section 3720 of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to redeem does not arise,
there shall be no right of redemption.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished to
check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal fees
required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this
property is a condominium unit which is part of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver's
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure
sale room in Cook County and the same identification for sales held at other county
venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact Plaintiff s attorney: HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR,
LLC, 111 East Main Street, DECATUR, IL 62523, (217) 422-1719  Please refer to
file number 600876125. 

If the sale is not confirmed for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the purchase price paid. The Purchaser shall have no fur-
ther recourse against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee s attorney. 
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day sta-
tus report of pending sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR, IL 62523
(217) 422-1719 
Fax #: (217) 422-1754
Non-CookPleadings@hsbattys.com 
Attorney File No. 600876125
Case Number: 17 CH 7
TJSC#: 37-11254

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised
that Plaintiff s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose. NOTE: Pursuant to
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose.

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, Feb. 7, 14 and 21, 2018.

Foreclosure sale of 695 S. Kankakee St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Plaintiff, -v.- DAVID P.
STEWART, SANDRA M. STEWART, U.S. BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
Defendant 15 CH 118

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of

Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on December 18, 2017, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 9:00 AM on March 19, 2018, at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 East Washington Street front door entrance, MORRIS, IL,
60450, sell at public auction to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

LOTS 41 AND 42 IN BLOCK 2 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF COAL CITY
(EXCEPT COAL AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING SAID PREMISES WITH
THE RIGHT TO MINE AND REMOVE THE SAME); IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.         

Commonly known as 695 S. KANKAKEE ST, COAL CITY, IL 60416
Property Index No. 09-02-304-011.
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $164,258.91. 
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of the

sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be accept-
ed. The balance in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general real estate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without
any representation as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff
and in  AS IS  condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a
Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished to
check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal fees
required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this
property is a condominium unit which is part of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver's
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure
sale room in Cook County and the same identification for sales held at other county
venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact Plaintiff s attorney: HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR,
LLC, 111 East Main Street, DECATUR, IL 62523, (217) 422-1719  Please refer to
file number 2120-11370. 

If the sale is not confirmed for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the purchase price paid. The Purchaser shall have no fur-
ther recourse against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee s attorney. 
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day sta-
tus report of pending sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR, IL 62523
(217) 422-1719 
Fax #: (217) 422-1754
Non-CookPleadings@hsbattys.com 
Attorney File No. 2120-11370
Case Number: 15 CH 118
TJSC#: 37-11253

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised
that Plaintiff s attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, Feb. 7, 14 and 21, 2018.

Grundy County Sheriff’s
Dept. accepting sealed

quotations for fuel

PUBLIC NOTICE
Grundy County Sheriff’s

Department is requesting a quotation for
the purchase and delivery of Unleaded
Gasoline.   

This quotation is for an annual
contract that anticipates the purchase of 
approximately 60,000 gallons of unlead-
ed fuel. 

Sealed quotations will be accept-
ed at the Grundy County Sheriff’s
Department, 111 East Illinois Avenue, 
Morris, IL until 10 a.m. on March 5,
2018. 

Bid packets are available at
http://www.grundyco.org/bids-and-rfp/  

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Feb. 21, 2018.

Attorney Fisher files
Scovel estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Francine
Mae Scovel, Deceased. Case No. 17 P
10.

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Francine Mae Scovel of Braceville,
Illinois.  Letters of Office were issued on
February 6, 2017 to Lisa Adams and
Sheila Halstead as Independent Co-
Executors.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless under
Section 28-4 of the Probate Act any
interested person terminates independ-
ent administration at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to terminate to
the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Court House,
111 E. Washington Street, Morris,
Illinois 60450, or with the co-representa-
tives, or both, within 6 months from the
first publication date of this Notice,
which is on or before August 21, 2018 or
if mailing or delivery of this notice from
the personal representative is required
by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of 1995,
the date stated in that Notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the co-
representatives and to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has been filed.  

Dated: February 15, 2018
Lisa Adams and Sheila Halstead,

Independent Co-Executor.  
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at Law,

Attorney No.:  06184265, 207 S. Water
Street, Wilmington, IL  60481.  815-476-
7635.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Wednesday, Feb. 21 and
28, and March 7, 2018.

Attorney Wharrie files
Monferdini estate 

claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2018-P-8

In Re: the Estate of
Michael Brian Monferdini,
Deceased

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - 
WILL AND CLAIMS

NOTICE is given of the death of
MICHAEL BRIAN MONFERDINI.
Letters of office were issued on
February 14, 2018, to KIMBERLEE S.
MONFERDINI, ANGELA NEITZER,
ELEANOR S. WILKEY, and MICHAEL
BRIEN MONFERDINI, II,  whose attor-
ney is Larry G. Wharrie, 105 S.
Broadway, Coal City, Il 60416.

Notice is given to all heirs, lega-
tees and devisees, who are named in a
petition, filed in the above proceeding to
probate a will and whos names or
addresses are not stated in the petiton
that an order was entered by the court
on February 14, 2018 admitting the will
to probate.

Within 42 days after the effective
date of the orginal order of admission
you may file a petition with the court to
require proof of the will by testimony of
the witnesses to the will in open court or
other evidence, as provided in Section
6-21 of the Probate Act (IL. Rev. Stat.,
ch. 110 1/2, sec. 8-1) to contest the
validity of the will by filing a petition with
the court within 6 months after admis-
sion of the will to probate.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, or with the representative, or
both, within 6 months from the date of
issuance of letters and any claim not
filed withing that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.

Dated: February 14, 2018
KIMBERLEE S. MONFERDINI,

ANGELA NEITZER, ELEANOR S.
WILKEY, MICHAEL BRIAN MONFER-

DINI, II
As Co-Independent executors
By: Larry G. Wharrie, Attorney

Larry G. Wharrie
Estate of MICHAEL BRIAN MONFER-
DINI
105 S. Broadway, Coal  City, IL 60416
815-634-8990 
Email: ATTYLGW@gmail.com

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Feb. 21, 28 and March 7,
2018.

Aspan applies for 
name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In re the Petition to 
Change the name of:
Karyn Sue Aspan No. 2018 MR 9
Petitioner

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned on behalf of herself shall
appear in the Circuit Court for the
Thirteenth Judicial Circuit, Courtroom
U.S.C., 111 E. Washington Street,
Morris, Illinois 60450 on the 9th day of
March, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. before the
Judge assigned to hear said matter and
then there present a Petition requesting
the name of Karyn Sue Aspan be
changed to Karyn Mitchell.

Signed: Karyn Sue Aspan
Published in the Coal City

Courant on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 21
and 28, 2018.

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will
never hurt me.” 

Imagine what the world would be like if this was true. I
think it’s safe to say we have all been victims of bullying at
some point in our lives. At home, school, on the internet, or
at work, everyone has been hurt by someone else. Bullying
is an action that all age groups are familiar with. The act of
hurting another person is not a foreign concept from child-
hood, to adulthood, to old age. But why?

People who are considered to be different tend to be
victimized much more than others. They are easy to point
out in a crowd, which makes them an easy target for
ridicule. On the other side of the spectrum, the bully is typ-
ically comprised of insecurities, mental health issues,
and/or pent-up anger. Bullies want to inflict the way they
feel towards other people, because the sense of someone
else sharing their pain is almost relieving. Misery loves com-
pany.

I can not write about the topic of bullying without
acknowledging the fact that we have all been perpetrators
as well. For the most part, we may be completely unaware of
how we make others feel. Other times, we may be perfectly
knowledgeable of when we hurt people. We all hurt in one
way or another, and we all cope with that pain in different
ways. Many times, victims tend to utilize that pain inflicted
upon them to hurt others, unless healthier steps are taken
to deal with that hurt.

Diversity can feel unnatural to some people. Peculiarity
can make people feel uneasy. Unconventionalism is intoler-
able to certain people. Peers, coworkers, Facebook friends,
and families are full of various kinds of people, many of
which may be the polar opposite of you. Instead of learning
to accept these distinctions, it is easier to reject characteris-
tics that do not necessarily correlate with your perception of
“normal.” So you may give them weird looks, gossip about
them, post about them, reject them, or blatantly bully them.
This obviously varies from case to case, but in my observa-
tions in high school, this is usually how people operate.

Remember, none of us is perfect. Everyone has their
own little quirks, interests and hobbies. Nobody has the
right to judge anyone else. No matter what a person may
say, do, wear, act, smell, look, believe, or think, nobody else
is faultless enough to decide which aspects are acceptable
and which ones are not. We are all people, we all breathe the
same air. If we could attempt to understand why people do
things as opposed to what they do, there would be much
less confliction. Chances are, you do not know about the
lives of everyone around you, therefore you will never know
why a person behaves a certain way.

Bullying is a vicious cycle. One party has personal
issues, then that person deliberately hurts someone else,
then the victim develops personal issues, which in turns
results in that person hurting other people. This process is
twisted and sad. Most importantly, this process is com-
pletely unnecessary.

We all need to build each other up. We can not sudden-
ly decide to band together as a unified people when some-
thing terrible happens. We need to coexist together with a
mutual understanding that nobody is the same and that is
perfectly fine. If people treated people like people, then
there would be no school shootings, no parents attending
their child's’ funeral, no razor blade scars on adolescent
wrists, no premature good-bye letters, and no beautifully
unique personalities being suppressed to nothingness.

There is a story of two teenagers, Travis Price and David
Shepherd, who started a movement in 2007 called “Pink
Shirt Day.” They witnessed a peer being mocked for wearing
a pink shirt to school. In response to this incident, Price and
Shepherd purchased 50 pink T-shirts and gave them to stu-
dents in their school, inspiring them to stand up against
bullying. Feb. 28 is the 10th annual celebration of Pink Shirt
Day. I personally encourage you and your friends to wear a
pink shirt next Wednesday to show your support against
bullying of any kind.

Please show acceptance to those around you. Please
understand why people are the way they are. Please put
your own personal views aside and take into account where
others are coming from. Please be mindful of how you treat
others, and please remember the simple phrase “Sticks and
stones may break my bones, but words can break my heart.”

A perfect excuse 
to don a pink shirt

BY JON ENGLERT
STUDENT REPORTER

For this week’s install-
ment of Cast Chats, the spot-
light is on Coal City High
School seniors Rebecca
Connelly and Brenna Kelly,
who play as ensemble char-
acters in “Les Miserables.”

Neither of the girls are
strangers to the performing
arts as both are either in
school bands, speech, color
guard, or have participated
in the high school’s fall plays.

Being seniors, Connelly
and Kelly reflect on their
high school career and what
they may have done differ-
ently.

Connelly mentions she
wishes she would have pre-
pared more for musical
auditions because she would
have liked to be a lead role.
Likewise, Kelly also feels she

could have done more over
the last four years. She says
she regrets not taking more
risks sooner. 

“I barely stepped out of
my comfort zone through-
out my freshman and soph-

omore years. As a junior and
now a senior, I have stepped
out of my bubble a lot more,
and I wish I had started that
growth sooner.”

After reminiscing about
high school, both girls were

asked about their futures
after graduation. 

Kelly will be attending
the University of Illinois to
study general engineering. 

Connelly plans to keep
things simpler and wants to
travel around the country.
The top states on her bucket
list include North Carolina
and Florida, but after she
has experienced those two
regions, she is ready to go
wherever the wind takes her.
Eventually, Connelly wishes
to settle down in one place
and become a nanny.

Kelly and Connelly are
eager to perform “Les
Miserables” on stage along-
side the rest of the cast at the
Coal City Performing Arts
Center. Show dates are
March 8-11, and advanced
reserved seat tickets are $8
per adult and $5 for children
and senior citizens by visit-
ing bit.ly/CCLesMis.

No strangers to the stage

Photos by Jon Englert

BRENNA KELLY, a senior at
Coal City High School, will
appear in the school’s
upcoming production of “Les
Miserables.” 

COAL CITY High School sen-
ior Rebecca Connelly returns
to the stage for her fourth and
final musical as a member of
the “Les Miserables” ensem-
ble. 

Members of St. Juvin Post 1336
Veterans of Foreign Wars recently
shared with high school students their
personal experiences of serving in the
U.S. military during the Vietnam War.

Adjutant Keith Roseland, who
served in the U.S. Army, joined junior
vice commander James “Hoppy”
Phillips, who served in the  Marine
Corps, and life member Bill Bomba, a
Navy veteran, in sharing their stories
with David Sinkular’s recent U.S. histo-
ry class (RUSH) at Coal City High
School.

RUSH is a history elective that
covers modern U.S. history including

the Vietnam War.
Roseland began sharing his

insights 8 years ago and Phillips joined
in last year to  add his perspective on
the war. Bomba is the latest veteran to
participate in the post's Vets go to
School  presentation.

Part of the presentation focuses on
Marine LCPL Cecil Lee Russell, Coal
City's only killed in action soldier  dur-
ing the Vietnam War. He died as a result
of wounds received at Thua Thien,
Republic of Vietnam on  Feb. 7, 1968.  

Russell's decorations include the
Purple Heart, National Defense Service

Medal and Vietnam Service Medal, as
well as  the Vietnam Campaign Medal
and Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with
Palm presented by the Republic of
Vietnam.  

The fallen Marine’s memorabilia
has been entrusted to Post 1336 by his
sister, Carolyn. These items, including
his casket flag, are on permanent dis-
play in the Coal City Public Library
District's local history department.

As part of the  school program, St.
Juvin Post members also visit Coal City
Middle School for a Veteran's Day pres-
entation in November and the
Intermediate School in October.

Post 1336 addresses high school history class

freepressnewspapers.com

Wednesday, Feb. 21
•8th grade parent night, Coal City High School City, 515
S. Broadway St.

Thursday, Feb. 22
• Family Wellness Night, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Coal City High
School 

Monday, Feb. 26
• I-8 Honor Band Festival
• Athletic Boosters meeting, 7 p.m., Coal City Middle
School

Wednesday, Feb. 28
•Board Study Session, 6 p.m., Coal City District Office
•Family Reading Night, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
•Village Board meeting, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., Village of Coal
City, 515 S. Broadway St.

AROUND TOWN

The Coal City Public
Library District has teamed
up with Riverside Medical
Center for their healthy eat-
ing program. The healthy
eating program is for adults
and teens and will occur
every second and fourth
Tuesday of each month from
6 to 7 p.m. beginning
Tuesday, March 13.  

Upcoming topics
include: Spring into Healthy
Eating Habits, Positive
Effects of Activity and

Women and Weight
Management to name a few.
Expect to get several tips and
healthy recipe ideas on how
to pursue health and well-
ness in 2018.  

Pre-registration is
required online at ccpld.org
or stop by the library. 

Healthy eating program
at the Coal City Library 

Coal Bin to dispose 
of property

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given, that pur-
suant to Section 40 of the Self-Storage
Facility Act, State of Illinois, a sale or
other disposition of property will be held
at the Coal Bin Self Storage, Inc., 655 S.
Marguerite St., Coal City, IL  on March
7, 2018, 10 a.m., to sell or dispose the
personal property of the following per-
son, Thomas Roberts, 300 Hale Ave.,
Romeoville, IL, to enforce a lien for stor-
age pursuant to the self-storage facility
act, in the amount of $230, plus attorney
fees and costs.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Feb. 21 and 28, 2018.



BY KATE SCHOTT
THE STATE
JOURNAL-REGISTER

Abraham Lincoln may
not have been born in
Illinois but he clearly is
among the state’s favorite
sons.

Lincoln came into the
world on Feb. 12, 1809, in
Hodgenville, KY, but eventu-
ally spent several decades
living in Illinois, and depart-
ed for the presidency as a
resident of Springfield.

He was a shopkeeper,
postmaster, lawyer, and state
and federal legislator before
being elected president in
1860.

He served as the nation’s
16th president from March
1861 until his assassination
in April 1865. The bullet fired
by John Wilkes Booth prema-
turely took one of the
nation’s greatest presidents
from its citizens, but could
not diminish his accom-
plishments - notably the
abolishment of slavery - that
have defined his legacy.
Planting roots in Illinois

Lincoln had a humble
beginning. The second child
and first son to Thomas
Lincoln and Nancy Hanks,
he was born in a one-room

log cabin.
He did not have the

benefit of consistent formal
schooling, as he often
worked to help support his
family during his childhood
in Kentucky and then
Indiana.

The family moved to
Illinois in 1830 and Lincoln
wound up in New Salem
working as postmaster and
shopkeeper. He became
involved in local politics,
winning a seat in the state
legislature in 1834.

He taught himself law
and passed the bar in 1836,
and in 1846 he won a seat to
the U.S. House of

Representatives.
He married Mary Todd

in November 1842 and they
had four sons, although only
the eldest, Robert Todd, sur-
vived into adulthood. The
Greek Revival house the
family lived in for 17 years
still sits in Springfield today,
with its homestead a popu-
lar place for tourists to visit
when they come to the
state’s capital.

Lincoln’s biggest
accomplishment was proba-
bly the abolishment of slav-
ery, an issue he began speak-
ing out against as a young
adult. His first statement on
the issue is said to have been
March 3, 1837, when he said
“the institution of slavery is
founded on both injustice
and bad policy” during a
speech at the state legisla-
ture when it was in Vandalia.

It was an issue he would
repeatedly discuss during
his political career. When
accepting the Republican
nomination in June 1858
during a convention in
Springfield to be the party’s
candidate for U.S. Senate,
Lincoln gave his “A house
divided against itself cannot
stand” speech.

And it was one of the
main issues discussed dur-
ing his failed bid for the

Senate, as during the 1858
debates with Stephen A.
Douglas the future president
forcely spoke out against
slavery.

While he lost the race
for Senate that year, those
seven debates gave him the
national prominence he
needed to win the presiden-
cy.

The presidency
Lincoln was elected the

16th president of the United
States in November 1860 and
took office the following
March. Much of Lincoln’s
time as president was spent
on the issue of slavery, as the
divide between the North
and South as to whether it
should be allowed led to the
Civil War starting a month
after he took office.

It was during the war
that his Emancipation
Proclamation, which freed
slaves in Confederate states,
went into effect on Jan. 1,
1863. And it was on one of
the bloodiest battlefields of
the Civil War that Lincoln
delivered perhaps the most
important speech in
American history.

The Gettysburg Address,
given Nov. 19, 1863, is known
for Lincoln’s succinct sum-
mary of the purpose of the
United States: That the
country was “conceived in
liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are
created equal,” and that
“government of the people,

by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the
earth.”

Lincoln was elected to a
second term as the war
raged on, but his death came
shortly after his second
inauguration and just as the
Civil War was coming to end.

He was shot April 14,
1865, while watching “Our
American Cousin” at Ford’s
Theatre in Washington, DC.
It was Good Friday, just five
days after the surrender of
General Robert E. Lee and
the Confederate Army of
Northern Virginia. Booth, a
sympathizer with the
Confederacy, shot the presi-
dent point-blank in the back
of his head.  

News of Lincoln’s death
arrived in Springfield via
telegraph at 3 a.m. April 15,
1865, to the Daily State
Journal’s newsroom. “The
president was shot in a the-
ater tonight and is probably
mortally wounded,” read the
dispatch.

Moments later another
followed: “The President is
not expected to live through
the night. ... Secretary (of
State William) Seward was
also assassinated. No arter-
ies were cut. Particulars
soon.”

The second, of course,
was inaccurate about
Seward’s fate, but the news
about Lincoln was correct.
Additional dispatches paint-
ed the chaos inside Ford’s

Theater, including the sound
of a pistol, a man waving a
dagger leaping from the
President’s box, the screams
of Mrs. Lincoln, and finally,
the heartbreaking confirma-
tion that the 16th president
of the United States had
died.

A train carried the
President’s body throughout
the country for nearly two
weeks, allowing citizens to
grieve their loss. On May 3,
crowds descended upon
Springfield as the train car-
rying Lincoln pulled into
town for the president’s bur-
ial.

“Today we lay him rev-
erently to rest amid the
scenes he loved so well,” the
Journal said the next day.

“Millions will drop a
tear to his memory, and
future generations will make
a pilgrimage to his tomb.
Peace to his ashes.”

Pilgrimages continue to
the 16th president’s tomb to
this day, with many visitors
rubbing the nose of the
bronze head of Lincoln that
sits in front of the entrance
to the tomb.

The words uttered by
Secretary of War Edwin
Stanton upon Lincoln’s pass-
ing have indeed come true:
"Now he belongs to the
ages.”

State Journal-Register
photo editor Rich Saal con-
tributed to this report.
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Illinois has embraced its role as the Land of Lincoln

Photo by David Spencer, The State Journal-Register

A RE-ENACTMENT WAS held in Springfield for the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln's
death that included the final procession of his body through Springfield.

Photo by Justin L. Fowler, The State Journal-Register

THE TOMB OF Abraham Lincoln, located in Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, is a draw for
those who want to learn more about the nation's 16th president.

Average retail gasoline
prices in Illinois have fallen
7.6 cents per gallon in the
past week, averaging $2.37
per gallon on Sunday, Feb.
18, according to GasBuddy's
daily survey of 4,378 gas out-
lets in Illinois.

This compares with the
national average that has
fallen 5.4 cents per gallon in
the last week to $2.51 per
gallon, according to gasoline
price website GasBuddy
.com.

Including the change in
gas prices in Illinois during
the past week, prices yester-
day were 7.5 cents per gallon
higher than the same day
one year ago and are 16.9
cents per gallon lower than a
month ago.

The national average
has decreased 2.5 cents per
gallon during the last month
and stands 23.4 cents per
gallon higher than this day
one year ago. 

"For the second straight

week, average gasoline
prices fell, with nearly every
state declining week-over-
week as retail gas prices saw
more catching up to the pre-
vious decline in crude oil
prices," said Patrick
DeHaan, head of petroleum
analysis for GasBuddy.

"The trend may not be
over just yet, but oil prices
have rebounded from their
lows and are again strength-
ening, which may cut the
party at the pump short in
the weeks ahead. Worth
watching is U.S. shale oil
production values which
continue to increase, which
may limit oil's rally moving
forward, but dead ahead on
the calendar is still turn-
around season at the
nation's refiners which
promises at least some
short-term pain for long-
term gain."

For live fuel price aver-
ages, visit
FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com.

Party at the pump
may be cut short

Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers
announces the next meeting
of its Heart Failure Support
Group on Thursday, March
1, from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m.
in Whitman Assembly Room
2 at Morris Hospital, 150 W.
High Street, Morris.

The support group is for
anyone who has been diag-
nosed with heart failure, a
chronic condition that
occurs when the heart mus-
cle doesn't pump blood as
well as it should. 

Certain lifestyle
changes can help improve
the quality of life of people
with heart failure.

Each support group
meeting will include a 15
minute educational compo-
nent, with this month's
topic focusing on common
tests for heart failure. 

Participants will have
an opportunity to partici-
pate in general discussions
on ways to manage their
chronic condition and share
their experiences with oth-
ers who have heart failure
while gaining emotional
support. Pat Cravens, RN,
cardiovascular clinical edu-
cator at Morris Hospital, is
the support group facilitator.

For more information,
call 815-705-7832.  

Morris Hospital to hold Heart
Failure Support Group



Coal City’s seventh grade volleyball team suffered their
second loss in a row on Wednesday, dropping to
Bourbonnais in three games.

The Lady Warriors fell in the first game, 25-13, but fol-
lowed that up with a second game win, 25-22.

Bourbonnais was able to flip the score from the second
in the third, defeating Coal City, 25-22.

Addyson Waliczek led the way with a nine-point game,
earning six aces and three kills. She also led the team with
eight assists and 10 digs.

Lexi Willis garnered eight points with three aces and
three kills, while also supplying five assists and two digs.

Nyah Planeta earned five points, while Brecken
Johnson, Addison Gagliardo and Ava Smith each chipped in
three points.

Jocie Widlowski earned two points, and Maya
Dimitrijevic picked up one point.

Minooka 25, 25,
Coal City 18, 17

The Lady Warriors picked up second place in the IVC
Tournament, as they fell in the championship round to a
tough Minooka team.

Gagliardo led the offense with eight points and one ace,
as she had a stellar game on defense as well, finishing with
15 digs.

Waliczek added help on defense with 13 digs, while also
earning 10 assists, three kills and one ace.

Willis picked up three points, two aces, two kills and
five assists, while Planeta picked up four kills and one ace.

Smith secured six kills and one ace, while Schaddelee
and Skylar Milinkovic both earned one kill.

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, February 21, 2018, page 11

Foreclosure sale of 685 N. 6th St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION
TRUST; Plaintiff, vs. WILLIAM J. SCUDIERI; SHEILA K. SCUDIERI; MIDLAND
FUNDING LLC; VILLAGE OF CARBON HILL; Defendants,17 CH 67

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure

entered in the above entitled cause, Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on
Wednesday, March 21, 2018, at the hour of 2:00 p.m. in the office of Donald F.
Black, 201 Liberty Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450, sell to the highest bidder
for cash, the following described mortgaged real estate:

LOTS 1 AND 2 IN BLOCK 20 IN THE VILLAGE OF CARBON HILL (EXCEPT
COAL AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING SAID PREMISES AND THE RIGHT
TO MINE AND REMOVE THE SAME) IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

P.I.N. 06-34-161-001.
Commonly known as 685 NORTH 6TH STREET, CARBON HILL, IL 60416.
The improvement on the property consists of a single family residence. If the

subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a common interest community, the pur-
chaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by
subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Condominium Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by certified
funds. No refunds. The property will NOT be open for inspection.

For information call Sales Clerk at Law Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North
Franklin Street, Chicago, Illinois 60606. (312) 357-1125. Ref. No. 17-00469
I3076375

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, Feb. 14,  21 and 28, 2018.

The Coal City middle
school wrestling teams trav-
eled to Minooka this past
weekend to compete in the
Illinois Valley Conference
Tournament.

At the varsity level,
Derek Carlson (85) pinned
his way through the tourna-
ment, claiming his title.

Vincy Mugnolo (75) was
edged out in the finals, fin-
ishing second, while Braiden
Young (112) also earned sec-
ond.

Blayne Bomba (70),
Creide Skubic (80), Nathan
Grant (95) and Joey
Breneman all finished in
third, while Blake Dillion
earned fourth at 90.

At the JV tournament
the Warriors had a slew of
champions including Rey
Gonzalez, Chase Dehler,
Brandon Boyd, Zakk Kramer,
Layne Cuddy, Steven
Aldridge, TJ Babcock, and
Izzy Spalla.

Finishing in second
were Zech Abbott, Trey
Buck, Dylan Young, Dylan
Ludes, Chandler Norris,
Jaxon Leranger, Riley Dehler
and Tony Cirrencione.

Finishing with 3rd place
were Cam Harrington, Sam
Sterba and Kyle Cirrencione.

Barney Rivera rounded
out the finishers with a
fourth.

Warrior wrestlers 
compete in IVC tourney

JV Lady Warriors finish
second in IVC tourney

Courtesy photos

COAL CITY EARLY Childhood Center Students of the Week are (from left, row one) Ryker
Pacione, Norah Oster and Era Bakii. Joining them in row two are Katilyn Adams, Izabella
Herrera, Canon Wills, Vincent Stachura and Blake Bradley. Completing the group in row three
are Ryley Walters, Nico White, David Zimmer, Ryder Gill, Kenslee Baldauf and Mason Roark.

Students of the Week

SECOND GRADE STUDENTS of the Week at Coal City Elementary School in row one (from left)
are: Colton Bailey, Amytheist Yarshen, Jordana Nagle, Caleb Brown, Gunner West, Adriana
Slush, Carter Teague. Third graders in row two are: Christine Thayer, Cooper Morris, Arianna
Mierzwa, Khloe Anders, Keira Bass, Kyle Odam, Reese Fitzpatrick 

FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS of the Week at Coal City
Intermediate School are Hailey Ledesma (left) and Kaleb
Reinert sitting in row one. Fifth graders standing in row two
are Addison Hodgen and Bailee Greene.

The Unit 1 School District invites one and all to enjoy a
night out with family as it celebrates the written word.

Family Reading Night, a districtwide event, celebrates
reading and promotes spending time with family.

The annual event is set for Wednesday, Feb. 28, at Coal
City Early Childhood Center, 755 S. Carbon Hill Road. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. for check-in and family reading time,
activities begin at 6 p.m. and continue until 7:30 p.m.

This year’s reading night theme is based on the popular
kids building blocks that come in multiple shapes and col-
ors, and thus the school will be transformed into a Lego®
Literacy World.

In addition to reading, activities and lots of books, there
will be raffles. The ticket holders must be present to win.

At the close of the event, a Title One meeting will be
held for any parent interested in learning more about the
federal program that provides assistance to help schools
with low-income families to  ensure  all children meet aca-
demic standards. The session will be  presented by Coal City
Middle School assistant principal Tom Ruzinok. 

Unit 1 to host
Reading Night

The following students
were named to the Dean's
List at Millikin University for
fall 2017.

Students who attempt
12 graded credits during a
semester and earn a grade
point average of 3.5 or high-
er earn Dean's List honors. 

Chloe White, of Carbon
Hill, earned a spot on the
dean’s list.

Also included on the
dean’s list is Jessica Carey,
Megan Carey and Meghan
Miller, all from Morris. 

Millikin
announces
fall dean’s list

Weekly programs for chil-
dren, teens and adults meet at
various times. Check online
calendar at ccpld.org. All chil-
dren’s classes listed here
require registration and child
must be a CCPLD resident.

Adult exercise classes are
offered Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 9 a.m. Adult
exercise is low impact aerobic
workout designed for adults of
all ages.

Children's reading program
continues through Feb. 28. 

Teen Winter Read continues
through March 3.

Thursday, Feb. 22-Terrific
Tots, 10-10:30 a.m., class for 2-
3 yr. olds and their caregiver to
participate together in a tran-
sition from Lapsit to Pre-K
Storytime.

Preschool Storytime, 11:15
a.m.-12 p.m., children partici-
pate without a caregiver,
preparing them for school.

Check Out a Snack, 4-6
p.m., every Thursday. Open to
teens, read for 20 minutes and
choose a snack.

Terrific Tots, 6-6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 23-Preschool

Storytime, 10-10:45 a.m.
Euchre at the library, 1-4

p.m., adult seasoned players
enjoy an afternoon of Euchre
with prizes and refreshments.

Fun Fridays, 3-5 p.m. in the
children’s department.

Teen Fun Friday, 4-5 p.m.,
sixth through 12th graders can
enjoy snacks, games and
crafts after school in the teen
department.

Monday, Feb. 26-Country
Meadows Book Group, 10
a.m.-noon at Country
Meadows Clubhouse. This
group meets the second and
fourth Mondays of each
month. Pick up first book at
the circulation desk at the
library.

Terrific Tots, 10-10:30 a.m.
Eager Readers Homeschool

Edition, 1-2 p.m.
Eager Readers, 4-5 p.m.
Family Lapsit, 6-6:30 p.m.,

designed to introduce your
child to a love of books. Child
and caregiver will participate
together.

Preschool Storytime, 6-6:45
p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 27- Tax assis-
tance, 9 a.m. every Tuesday in
the annex throughout tax sea-
son by appointment only. Call
815-634-4552, ext. 113 or 114
to make an appointment.

Happy Scrappers, 10:30
a.m.-4 p.m. Work on scrap-
booking, crafts, cards, organ-
izer, whatever you need to do
to preserve memories or bring

out your creativeness. Meet
last Tuesday of every month.

Money Sense, 4-5 p.m.,
kindergarten through 5th
graders can learn all about
money. This month K-2nd
grade will learn about shop-
ping and 3rd through 5th
grade will learn about coupon
clipping, comparison shop-
ping and price checking.

TAG: Book Club Edition, 4-5
p.m. Teen Afternoon Group
discussion. Snacks provided.

Terrific Tots, 6-6:30  p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 28-Family

Lapsit, 10-10:30 a.m.
Preschool Storytime, 10 -

10:45 a.m.
Fit 4 Life, children, 4-5 p.m.

Kindergarten through 5th
graders will do exercises, learn
about healthy habits and eat a
healthy snack. This class is in
conjunction with Riverside
Medical. Today’s topic will be
about eye health.

Fit 4 Life, teens, 5-6 p.m.,
6th through 12th graders learn
about staying fit and being
healthy. 

Hours of operation are
Monday through Thursday, 9
a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-6
p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m.-4
p.m. For more information  go
to www.ccpld.org or call the
library at 815-634-4552.

COAL CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

St. Juvin Post 1336
Veterans of Foreign Wars has
presented a copy of the
VFW-published book
“Brutal Battles of Vietnam:
America’s Deadliest Days
1965 to 1972” to Coal City
High School’s learning
resource center.

The 480-page book is
the one of the most compre-
hensive battle history publi-
cations of the war yet pub-
lished in a single volume.

Post members report
the easy-to-read chapters
convey the essence of com-
bat through swift moving
vignettes. Additionally, the
publication includes 700
rarely seen photos covering
some 100 battles. 

Its stirring first-person
accounts reveal the raw
emotions of those at the tip
of the spear, according to
post members.

The book, accepted by
Coal City High School
librarian Allison Peterson,
has special meaning to Post
1336 as many of its mem-
bers served in Vietnam. 

For a number of years
Vietnam veterans were
denied the recognition of
their service and sacrifice to
their country that they so
rightly deserved.

St. Juvin Post previously
presented a copy of this
work to the Coal City Public
Library District where it is
available to the public for
check out.

Post 1336 presents high school
library with war publication

Foreclosure sale of 6465 Gun Club Rd.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY-MORRIS, ILLINOIS
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Plaintiff, -v.- JEREMY
APPLEBEE, AS EXECUTOR, et al Defendant 2017 CH 55

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of

Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on November 20, 2017, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 9:00 AM on March 26, 2018, at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 East Washington Street front door entrance, MORRIS, IL,
60450, sell at public auction to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

THAT PART OF LOT 1 LYING NORTH OF THE PUBLIC HIGHWAY IN A
SUBDIVISION OF A PORTION OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 35,
TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH, RANGE 7, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
IN SARATOGA TOWNSHIP, GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS SHOWN IN BOOK
A PAGE 111 OF GRUNDY COUNTY RECORDS, EXCEPTING THEREFROM
THAT PART THEREOF DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A POINT IN
THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT THAT IS 321.55 FEET SOUTH OF THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER THEREOF, THENCE EAST ALONG A LINE PARALLEL WITH
THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT, BEING THE NORTH LINE OF THE SAID
SOUTHEAST 1/4, 350.36 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE SOUTH ALONG A LINE
PARALLEL WITH THE SAID WEST LINE OF SAID LOT, 169.58 FEET TO A POINT
IN THE CENTER LINE OF SAID PUBLIC HIGHWAY, THENCE SOUTHWESTER-
LY ALONG THE SAID CENTER LINE OF SAID HIGHWAY, 130.95 FEET TO A
POINT, THENCE CONTINUE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID CENTER LINE
OF SAID HIGHWAY, 259.0 FEET TO A POINT IN THE SAID WEST LINE OF SAID
LOT, THENCE NORTH ALONG THE SAID WEST LINE OF SAID LOT, 333.78
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; ALSO EXCEPTING THEREFROM THAT
PART THEREOF DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE
WEST LINE OF SAID LOT THAT IS 321.55 FEET SOUTH OF THE NORTHEAST
CORNER THEREOF, THENCE EAST ALONG THE LINE PARALLEL WITH THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT, BEING THE NORTH LINE OF THE SAID SOUTH-
EAST 1/4, 350.36 FEET TO A POINT, WHICH IS THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
THENCE RUNNING SOUTH 136.58 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF
SAID PUBLIC HIGHWAY, THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG THE WEST LINE
OF SAID PUBLIC HIGHWAY, 202.75 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE NORTH
ALONG A LINE PARALLEL TO THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 108 FEET TO A
POINT, THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY 193.58 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF GRUNDY IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 6465 GUN CLUB RD, MORRIS, IL 60450
Property Index No. 02-35-426-002.
The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of the

sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be accept-
ed. The balance in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general real estate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without
any representation as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff
and in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a Certificate
of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirmation
of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien prior to that of the
United States, the United States shall have one year from the date of sale within
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien arising under the internal revenue
laws the period shall be 120 days or the period allowable for redemption under State
law, whichever is longer, and in any case in which, under the provisions of section
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12 U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d)
of section 3720 of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to redeem does not
arise, there shall be no right of redemption.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished to
check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal fees
required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this
property is a condominium unit which is part of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver's
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure
sale room in Cook County and the same identification for sales held at other county
venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file or contact Plaintiff's attorney: CODILIS
& ASSOCIATES, P.C., 15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL 60527, (630) 794-9876 Please refer to file number 14-17-05888.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day
status report of pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-17-05888
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2017 CH 55
TJSC#: 37-10780

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised
that Plaintiff's attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.
I3075903

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 21 and 28, 2018.

Courtesy photo by Bill Bomba

ST. JUVIN POST 1336 commander James “Hoppy” Phillips, a
U.S. Marine Corps veteran who served during the Vietnam War,
presented a copy of the VFW publication “Brutal Battles of
Vietnam: America’s Deadliest Days 1965 to 1972” to Coal City
High School librarian Allison Peterson. 
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Last year’s state budget
caused some real consterna-
tion among local govern-
ment leaders because the
General Assembly cut their
funding. 

The budget slashed
their share of the state
income tax by 10 percent for
one year and skimmed two
percent off the top of several
local sales taxes.

Gov. Bruce Rauner
vetoed that budget. His veto
was overridden, but the gov-
ernor’s new budget recycles
those same two ideas and
the overall concept of off-
loading state costs onto local
taxpayers. 

The biggest is Rauner’s
proposal to shift some
teacher and higher educa-
tion pension costs down to
the local and university/col-
lege levels. The pension cost
shift idea has been around
for years, but Rauner’s new
proposal hugely accelerates
the process.

The governor would
shift 25 percent of costs per
year to school districts and
universities over just four
years. That means, in four
years, taxpayers in
Downstate and suburban
school districts would be
paying over $1 billion a year
for pension payments that
they don’t pay now. And
Chicago Public Schools
would lose 100 percent of its
state pension assistance in
the first year, costing the
city’s taxpayers an extra $228
million. 

I just don’t see how the
governor could ever pull this
one off. And that means
whoever drafts the final
budget will have to patch a
$591 million hole. Not
impossible, but these little
things do add up.

The governor’s budget
proposal for next fiscal year
also relies on an assumption
that the General Assembly
will pass an emergency $1.1

billion supple-
mental appro-
priations bill for
this fiscal year
by March. Much
of that money is
for the
Department of
C o r r e c t i o n s ,
which operated
on spit and bail-
ing wire during
the two-year
budget impasse.
Rauner’s admin-
istration signed lots of con-
tracts without appropria-
tions to keep the doors open.
Now that a new budget is in
place, creditors are demand-
ing payment and you can
feel a growing sense of panic
about all those chickens
finally coming home to
roost. Where the governor
and legislators are going to
find that $1.1 billion in the
next month or so is still a
huge unknown. 

Not to mention that
other creditors are going to
be forced to wait in long
lines until somebody can fig-
ure out how to reduce the
state’s current $9 billion
backlog of unpaid bills
because the governor’s
budget proposal almost
totally punts that problem
into the future. 

However, this budget is
not the end of the world.
After two years of an
extremely painful budgetary
impasse, it’s just difficult for
me to get too fired up about
a budget that doesn’t literally
include a line of almost $5
billion in presumed savings
from “working together on a
‘grand bargain,’” like the
governor’s budget proposal
did last year. 

Yes, the governor has
lots of new money from the
tax hike, so he should’ve
been able to propose a far
more balanced budget with-
out all these gimmicks that
probably won’t pass (like the

pension cost
shift) and the
deferrals (like
the backlog
problem) which
have to be dealt
with eventually.
But that
w o u l d ’ v e
required mak-
ing some very
real and very
painful cuts in
an election year.
Not gonna hap-

pen.
Rauner also cleverly

avoided making direct budg-
etary cuts with his tax reduc-
tion proposal. It’s a one-off
plan that claims to cut the
income tax rate by a minis-
cule quarter of a percentage
point by relying on revenues
from a pension reform idea
that may be unconstitution-
al and has not yet been
endorsed by House Speaker
Madigan. 

In Silicon Valley, they’d
call that “vaporware.” But
Rauner is already running a
brand-new TV ad claiming
he’s “leading the charge to
reverse” the “Madigan tax
increase” to provide “$1 bil-
lion in tax relief for Illinois.” 

We’re now left with two
major unanswered ques-
tions.

First, is the governor
finally serious about negoti-
ating the budget? He had the
legislative leaders over to his
office last week, which is the
first time that’s happened in
14 months. But it was just a
quickie budget briefing.

Second, will the
Democrats work with
Rauner to solve those prob-
lems in an election year or
will they wait to see if Rauner
loses? 

Senate President John
Cullerton issued a statement
last week that may answer
both questions: “I met with
the governor this morning.
He said he wants to roll back
taxes and put more money
in education. Here’s the
problem. His budget does
the opposite. He spends the
entire tax increase. And he
cuts money for education.
It’s almost like he doesn’t
know what his budget does. I
can’t explain the disconnect.
It seems intentionally
deceptive and it’s troubling.”

So, probably a “No” on
both.

State budget does opposite of what Rauner says

A online version of the childbirth class is available
through the Morris Hospital website. 

This unique online learning experience covers the birth
process and medical procedures through instructive video
clips, animations, and interactive games. 

Expecting moms will also get a sense of what labor is
really like by watching several birth stories. Tours of the
Family Birthing Suites at Morris Hospital can be scheduled
upon request. 

To take the online childbirth class, go to www.mor-
rishospital.org/events. There is a $65 participation fee.

Registration for childbirth and family classes must be
completed online at www.morrishospital.org/events. For
more information, call 815-942-3012.

Morris Hospital offers 
online childbirth class
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FIREARMS
AUCTION

Saturday, March 3, starting at 10 a.m.
HINTZE SALE BARN

503 GRUNDY ST., MAZON, IL
Check AUCTIONZIP.COM  I.D. #9525

for listing and photos.

Call Bob now to consign your merchandise.
Hintze Auction Service Inc.

Mazon, IL
Robert Hintze Lic. #440000682

815-228-7634 816-252-1911

real estate is made to sat-
isfy a lien prior to that of 
the United States, the
United States shall have
one year from the date of
sale within which to re-
deem, except that with re-
spect to a lien arising un-
der the internal revenue
laws the period shall be
120 days or the period al-
lowable for redemption
under State law, which-
ever is longer, and in any 
case in which, under the
provisions of section 505 
of the Housing Act of
1950, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701k), and sub-
section (d) of section
3720 of title 38 of the
United States Code, the
right to redeem does not
arise, there shall be no
right of redemption.
The property will NOT be
open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condi-
tion of the property. Pro-
spective bidders are ad-
monished to check the
court file to verify all infor-
mation.  If this property is 
a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If
this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part 
of a common interest
community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a
mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo
identification issued by a
government agency
(driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room 
in Cook County and the
same identification for
sales held at other county
venues where The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation
conducts foreclosure
sales.
For information, examine
the court file or contact
Plaintiff's attorney: CO-
DILIS & ASSOCIATES,
P.C., 15W030 NORTH
FRONTAGE ROAD,
SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL 60527, (630)
794-9876 Please refer to 
file number 14-17-05888.
THE JUDICIAL SALES
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 

REAL ESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY - 
MORRIS, ILLINOIS
JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JEREMY APPLEBEE, AS 
EXECUTOR, et al
Defendant
2017 CH 55
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on November 20, 2017, 
an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
9:00 AM on March 26, 
2018, at the Grundy 
County Courthouse, 111 
East Washington Street 
front door entrance, 
MORRIS, IL, 60450, sell 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 
6465 GUN CLUB RD, 
MORRIS, IL 60450
Property Index No. 
02-35-426-002.
The real estate is im-
proved with a single fam-
ily residence.  Sale terms: 
25% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale pay-
able to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third 
party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance in 
certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is 
subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special as-
sessments, or special 
taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered 
for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or 
quantity of title and with-
out recourse to Plaintiff 
and in "AS IS" condition. 
The sale is further subject 
to confirmation by the 
court.  Upon payment in 
full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate af-
ter confirmation of the 
sale.  Where a sale of 

REAL ESTATE

Pet Supplies  
DeeDee’s Pet Palace
5660 West Rte 113, 

Coal City, Il., 
815-634-0164. Carrying 

a full line of pets and 
pet  supplies, feeders, 
puppies, kittens and 

more.  Now offering fi-
nancing. Mon.-Sat. 
9am-6pm and Sun. 

9am-4pm. 
ck48a-15b

PETS

Winter apparel  now 
available. Blue, Cani-
dae, Fromm, Natural 
Balance, Science diet, 
Whole Earth Farms, 
Taste of the Wild, Pure 
Vita, Diamond Natural, 
Chicken soup for the 
Soul,  Stella's and 
Chewey's.  Raw diets, 
Pet Gifts, Fritters for 
Critters, Dog toys, pet 
accessories. Exotic 
bird and Small animal 
accessories. Décor and 
so much more. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington, Il 
60481 815-476-5104. 
ch50a-tfn

Happy Paws Dog 
Walking Service, daily 
and discounted weekly 
rates, while you’re at 
work or play, you can 
trust we’ll make happy 
paws.  Call 
815-671-0882, Tonya. 
fr7a-12b

PETS

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

Passport/Foid
Photos

We take color photo-
graphs for passports, 
gun owners’ cards 
(FOID), plumber cards, 
ID’s and more. $8 each 
for FOID or Passport (2 
pics) for $10. Taken 
throughout the week, 
from 8:30 a.m-5 p.m., 
usually available within 
24 hours. Please do not 
wear white   or    very  
pale colors. Call 
815-476-7966 or stop 
by the Free Press of-
fice, 111 S. Water St., 
Wilmington. tfn/47b

HOMEMADE 
POTICA

Nut, poppy seed, ap-
ricot, raspberry; order 
now for Easter. Call 
C h a r l o t t e
815-545-8767. cc 
6b-12b

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

FIREWOOD
Dry, well seasoned 
oaks, split, $119; plus 
delivery fee. The best 
well-seasoned firewood 
& quick, friendly serv-
ice. Wood Guys, 
815-260-0108. cc 
4a-11b

Essex Lions Club Com-
munity Building for rent, 
seats 275 people, 
kitchen and bar avail-
able, call Phil at 
815-405-5020 or Don 
8 1 5 - 3 5 4 - 2 8 2 2 .  
cc25b-24a 

6 T5 fluorescent light 
fixtures, 8 ft. long 
w/bulbs. 1 4 ft. T5, 1 2 
ft. T5, $100 for all; ceil-
ing fan/light fixture, call 
815-474-1365. 8b-13a

MISCELLANEOUS

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

LOST & FOUND

WANTED TO BUY 
Property Wooded/par-
tially with house and 
out building between 
Coal City and south-
west of Morris.  Serious 
buyer.  815-941-0405 
or 815-210-0449. 
cc6a-9b

HOMES FOR SALE

Wilmington, 2 BD, 1 
BA, large living room, 
$1,200/mo., includes 
water, sewer and gar-
bage, call 
815-409-2573. ca 
5b-11a

Wilmington, 1 BR, 
stove, refrigerator, $650 
month, security deposit, 
first month’s rent and 
lease. No smoking, no 
pets. Utilities not in-
cluded. 815-823-6618. 
ck7b-11a

75 N, Tinman St., Dia-
mond, 3BR, 2BA, 1 car 
garage, $1,100/mo, 1 
yr. lease, first, last and 
security deposit. Con-
tact Terri 815-712- 
7848. cc 8b-12a

HOMES FOR RENT

3 BR with garage.  Very 
Nice.  $1,150/mo, sec 
deposit.  Available 
March 1.  Qualified only 
call 815-634-2752. 
cc8b-11a

HOMES FOR RENT

Servers and delivery 
drivers needed at La Pi-
azza, 435 W. Division, 
Coal City. Apply in per-
son. ch 27a-tfn

Optometric practice 
(Joliet) is seeking PT 
Ophthalmic Assistant to 
assist doctor, optical, 
healthcare office tasks. 
Experience in any of 
the above is a PLUS. 
PT to 35+ hours avail-
able.  Some hours may 
be available in Coal 
City.  Some 
Medical /Opt ica l /Op-
tometric experience 
preferred.  Negotiable. 
No Experience?  We 
will train the proper indi-
vidual.  We need a 
team employee willing 
to learn. Send resume 
t o
Eyevisionservice@wow
way.com or fax 
8 1 5 - 4 7 6 - 2 0 2 0 .  
cc8b-12a

Looking for PT babysit-
ter.  A.M. hours in 
Braidwood area.  Must 
have own transpora-
tion.  Call 
8 1 5 - 2 5 2 - 7 9 4 9 .  
cc8a-10b

Looking for experi-
enced carpenter. Call 
Mike after 5 p.m. at 
815-634-3976. ca 
8b-12a

Looking for a caregiver 
for a handicapped 
adult from 7 a.m. to 9 
a.m., 5 days a week 
Call for more informa-
tion, 815-634-8823. ca 
8b-11a

Individual to lease and 
operate the Concession 
at the Braidwood Rec-
reation Club from Me-
morial Day to labor Day 
for the 2018 season. 
Interested parties 
please send letter of in-
terest, copy of food 
service certification, 
sample menu with 
prices, and proof of li-
ability insurance to; 
BRC Concession 
Lease, P.O. Box 9, 
Braidwood, Il 60408. 
ch7a-10b

Home 4 My Kids is 
looking for passionate, 
determined moms inter-
ested in taking control 
of their future. Work 
from home, earn Full or 
Part-time income.  No 
selling, no inventory, no 
party planning, no risk. 
Visit my website to 
learn more and set up 
an appointment:
www.Home4MyKids.co
m. cc8a-11b

Flooring Installers 
wanted.  Please call 
Brown’s Carpet Care at 
8 1 5 - 4 7 6 - 5 1 8 8 .  
ch7a-tfn

Elwood Raceway 
Pizza 

Drivers, Cooks 
and Kitchen help 
needed, responsible 
and reliable,  days, 
nights and weekends. 
Full-time and/or part- 
time. Apply within 109 
E. Gardner St., Elwood. 
cc7a-10b

Drivers, Class-A CDL: 
increased pay & new 
trucks! Dedicated 
routes, no CDL? no 
problem! call Swift to-
day, 855-292-2945. cc 
6a-9b

Dawn of a New Day 
Care Center in Mazon 
is now hiring teachers 
and assistants. For 
more information call 
Dawn, 815-448- 2530. 
cc 5a-8b

HELP WANTED

C u s t o d i a l / m a i n t e -
nance for immediate 
start:School Year: Ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y : 2 5 - 3 0  
hours per wk. M-F. Af-
ternoon/evenings.
Summers:35-40 hours 
per wk. Day shift. 
Health insurance 
available.Physical and 
Background check re-
q u i r e d . D a i l y
cleaning/maintenance 
of classrooms/build-
ing. Knowledge of 
HVAC,plumbing, Elec-
tric, carpentry a plus. 
Application available 
at GSW High School, 
500 East Main St, 
Gardner, Illinois. 7b-

City Pizza and Sub Co. 
is NOW HIRING for 
Drivers, Cashiers and 
Cooks. Applications 
available on our web-
s i t e :
CityPizzaAndSub.com
or stop in at 300 E. Bal-
timore St. in Wilming-
ton. ck5a-8b

Chicago drivers 
needed: CDL Class A 
drivers needed. FT, 
PT, Local, OTR. Must 
have Clean MVR, 2 
years experience.Sal-
ary commensurate 
with experience, medi-
cal benefits and 401K 
after initial period. 
Contact: Joe 
800-699-5839. cc 
5b-9a

HELP WANTED

Godley, 2 BR, 1 BA, 
water/ sewer/ garbage 
included, sec. dep., no 
pets, 815-693-9141. ck 
5a-8b

Available March 
1-Spacious 1 BR du-
plex in country near 
I-55, $650 includes 
range, fridge, heat, 
water, lease, deposit. 
Call 815-942-3609 or 
815-705-4609. cc 
8b-12a

DUPLEX FOR RENT

2 BR duplex for rent 
w/attached 1 car ga-
rage. Appliances in-
cluded, in  nice neigh-
borhood, 310 N. 
School St., Diamond, 
$850/mo. Call Nick, 
708-265-1158. cc 
8b-12a

DUPLEX FOR RENT

For sale: 1998 Cadillac 
DeVille, 4-door, 
front-wheel drive, 
loaded, 105,000 miles, 
First $2,000 takes it! 
779-225-8509. ch 
8b-10a

Vintage 1966 Ford 
Mustang Coupe for 
sale, $21,000, car fea-
tured at Morris County 
Lion’s Car Show (raffle 
drawing 2017) beauti-
ful red color w/ black 
vinyl top and matching 
black interior, 
wire-style wheel cov-
ers w/ rocker mold-
ings, 289 V-8, auto-
matic transmission, 
new radial tires, 
AM/FM radio, smooth 
running, a must see! 
call 765-586-0455. 
cc5b-9a

AUTOS

Gardner: 2 BR, $725 
per month. First/mo 
and security deposit. 
8 1 5 - 6 9 0 - 6 9 7 7 ,  
ch25a-tfn

Diamond-440 N. 
School St., 2BR 
1.5BA, central heat & 
A/C, appliances, laun-
dry hook-ups, off street 
parking, patio. NO 
pets, $750+ utilities, 
1yr lease, credit check, 
sec. dep. 
8 1 5 - 8 2 3 - 7 3 2 9 .  
ck6a-9b

Coal City, newer 2 BR, 
1 BA, eat in kitchen, 
gas heat, CA, laundry 
facility, pet friendly, am-
ple parking, close to 
schools and park, $780 
to $805/mo., 
815-634-4244. See pic-
tures at 
www.apm4rent.com. ch 
48b-tfn

Cabery, 2 BR apt., 
washer/dryer, a/c, yard 
& storage, $500/mo. 
815-365-4484.  cc7a-8b

2 BR w/ Den in Gard-
ner.  $685/mo plus 
elec.  Max occupancy 3 
people.  One cat OK w/ 
pet fees.  Off street 
parking **Immediate 
Availability.** Call 
8 1 5 - 6 6 1 - 5 5 5 0 .  
cc6b-10a

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
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Looking to buy older
baseball cards.  I have 
basketball, football, &
hockey cards to trade. 
Ask for Chuck
8 1 5 - 4 5 8 - 3 3 4 3 .
ca12a-10b

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED

STORAGE

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at
1-815-634-0315 or
1 - 8 1 5 - 4 7 6 - 7 9 6 6 .
tfn/47b

Looking for a furnished 
place to stay from
March 18 to approxi-
mately April 22, around
the Braidwood area,
one couple, two cats.
Contact Richard Ward
815-601-7701.8a-9b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Ron’s Drywall, over 25 
years experience,
hanging, taping and
painting. Carpentry
avail upon request,
trim, windows, doors,
framing.  Reasonable
rates. 815-549-5136. cc 
4b-12a

PAINTING
20 yrs. experience 

Interiors only
Excellent local refer-
ences available. Text
Painting to 77948 for
coupons & specials.
Call Patrick, 815-585-
0904. ca 8b-12a

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. 
INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Keep your house 
cooler  in summertime 
and warmer in  the win-
ter. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. 

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, tuck 
pointing, seamless 
gutters, fencing, tree 
removal, concrete 
work. Snow  removal 
from rooftops.  Com-
plete Handyman serv-
ice! Bonded and In-
sured, 20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. ca 
40a-39b

CLEANING WOMAN 
16 yrs experience, 
servicing Grundy/Will 
Counties, thorough 
cleaning from ceiling to 
floors, very good or-
ganizational skills to 
organize kitchen cabi-
nets/drawers/closets/  
kids rooms etc. 
Weekly or bi-monthly, 
call Diane, 815-634- 
2796. ca 8b-12a

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc25b-24a 

Bohac
Dirtworks
Excavating

Grading
Dozer Work

Sand • Gravel
Black Dirt

Private Ponds
and Lakes

Ditch Cleaning
Demolition

Office:

815-458-2542
Cell phones:

405-5981 - John
791-0153 - John Jr.
791-0750 - Justen

Alling Handyman 
Service

Over 30 yrs. exp., call 
Jason for all your reno-
vations or repairs, full 
insured, fast service, 
815-263-6081. cc 5b-9a

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand 
Words 

Photography
385 N. Second Ave.

Coal City

Mandy Eaton

Individual & Group 
Portraits

Indoor & Outdoor

Call for appointment

815-791-2913

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT COUNTY OF 
GRUNDY - MORRIS, IL-
LINOIS
U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., 
AS TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 
MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST;
Plaintiff,
vs.
WILLIAM J. SCUDIERI; 
SHEILA K. SCUDIERI; 
MIDLAND FUNDING 
LLC; VILLAGE OF CAR-
BON HILL; 
Defendants,
17 CH 67
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered in 
the above entitled cause, 
Intercounty Judicial Sales 
Corporation will on 
Wednesday, March 21, 
2018, at the hour of 2:00 
p.m. in the office of Don-
ald F. Black, 201 Liberty 
Street, Suite 211, Morris, 
Illinois 60450, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, 
the following described 
mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 06-34-161-001.
Commonly known as 685 
NORTH 6TH STREET, 
CARBON HILL, IL 60416.
The improvement on the 
property consists of a sin-
gle family residence. If 
the subject mortgaged 
real estate is a unit of a 
common interest commu-
nity, the purchaser of the 
unit other than a mortga-
gee shall pay the assess-
ments required by sub-
section (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Condominium 
Property Act.
Sale terms: 10% down by 
certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. 
The property will NOT be 
open for inspection.
For information call Sales 
Clerk at Law Offices of Ira 
T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 60606. (312) 
357-1125. Ref. No. 
17-00469
I3076375
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
Wednesday, February 14, 
21 & 28, 2018.  

FOR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:
ANSELMO LINDBERG 
OLIVER LLC.
1771 W. Diehl Rd. Suite 
120
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 
60563
P:630-453-6960
F:630-428-4620
MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney
Sheriff of Will County

Published in the Free 
Press newspapers on 
Feb. 7, 14 and 21, 2018.

REAL ESTATE

0209
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE
Public notice is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
judgment entered in the 
above cause on the 20th 
day of October, 2017, 
MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of 
Will County, Illinois, will 
on Thursday, the 1st day 
of March, 2018 , com-
mencing at 12:00 o'clock 
noon, at the Will County 
Courthouse Annex, 57 N. 
Ottawa Street, Room 201, 
Joliet, IL 60432, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est and best bidder or 
bidders the following-de-
scribed real estate:

LOT 4 IN MALLARD'S 
LANDING, A SUBDIVI-
SION OF PART OF THE 
WEST 1/2 OF THE 
NORTHWEST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 19, TOWN-
SHIP 32 NORTH, 
RANGE 9 EAST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED OCTOBER 
21, 1996 AS DOCUMENT 
NO. R96-94567 AND 
CERTIFICATE OF AP-
PROVAL AND JOINDER 
RECORDED JANUARY 
21, 1997 AS DOCUMENT 
R97-5283 (EXCEPT THE 
COAL AND OTHER MIN-
ERALS UNDERLYING 
THE SURFACE OF SAID 
LAND AND ALL RIGHTS 
AND EASEMENTS FOR 
THE ENTRY AND RE-
MOVAL OF SAID COAL 
AND MINERALS}, IN 
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
Commonly known as:
281 South Roberts Drive, 
Godley, IL 60407
Description of Improve-
ments: Single family
P.I.N.:
02-24-19-111-010-0000

Terms of Sale: ten per-
cent (10%) at the time of 
sale and the balance 
within twenty-four (24) 
hours. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pursu-
ant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or 
other lienor acquiring the 
residential real estate 
whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate 
arose prior to the sale. All 
payments shall be made 
in cash or certified funds 
payable to the Sheriff of 
Will County. 
In the event the property 

is a condominium, in ac-
cordance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you 
are hereby notified that 
the purchaser of the unit, 
other than a mortgagee, 
shall pay the assess-
ments and legal fees re-
quired by subdivisions 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of Sec-
tion 9 and the assess-
ments required by sub-
section (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff 
shall send written notice 
pursuant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advis-
ing them of the amount of 
the surplus and that the 
surplus will be held until a 
party obtains a court or-
der for its distribution or, 
in the absence of an or-
der, until the surplus is 
forfeited to the State.

REAL ESTATE

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT 
YOU ARE ADVISED 
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TWELFTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Pacific Union Financial, 
LLC
Plaintiff,
vs. 
Cody Cooper aka Cody 
A. Cooper; Ashley Coo-
per aka Ashley M. Rus-
sell; Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claim-
ants
Defendant. No. 17 CH 

OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency 
(driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room 
in Cook County and the 
same identification for 
sales held at other county 
venues where The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion conducts foreclosure 
sales.
For information, contact 
Plaintiff s attorney: HEAV-
NER, BEYERS 
& MIHLAR, LLC, 111 
East Main Street, DECA-
TUR, IL 62523, (217) 
422-1719  Please refer to 
file number 600876125.
If the sale is not con-
firmed for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a 
return of the purchase 
price paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee s attor-
ney.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE
You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for 
a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & 
MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR, IL 62523
(217) 422-1719
Fax #: (217) 422-1754
N o n -
CookPleadings@hsbat-
tys.com
Attorney File No. 
600876125
Case Number: 17 CH 7
TJSC#: 37-11254
NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are 
advised that Plaintiff s at-
torney is deemed to be a 
debt collector attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
Wednesday, February 7, 
14 & 21, 2018.

REAL ESTATE

TION
Defendant
17 CH 7
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on December 18, 2017, 
an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
9:00 AM on March 
19, 2018, at the Grundy 
County Courthouse, 111 
East Washington Street 
front door entrance, 
MORRIS, IL, 60450, sell 
at public auction to the 
highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following 
described real 
estate:
Commonly known as 
1472 RED TOP LANE, 
MINOOKA, IL 60447
Property Index No. 
0 3 - 1 3 - 1 5 5 - 0 4 2 ;  
03-13-155-042S.
The real estate is im-
proved with a single fam-
ily residence.
The judgment amount 
was $107,496.75.
Sale terms: 25% down of 
the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of 
the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. 
The balance in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or 
special taxes levied 
against said real estate 
and is offered for sale 
without any representa-
tion as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in 
AS IS  condition. 
The sale is further subject 
to confirmation by the 
court.
Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will 
receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real es-
tate is made to satisfy a 
lien prior to that of the 
United States, the United 
States shall have one 
year from the date of sale 
within which to redeem, 
except that with respect 
to a lien arising under the 
internal revenue laws the 
period shall be 120 days 
or the period allowable for 
redemption under State 
law, whichever is longer, 
and in any case in which, 
under the provisions 
of section 505 of the 
Housing Act of 1950, as 
amended (12 U.S.C. 
1701k), and subsection 
(d) of section 3720 of title 
38 of the United 
States Code, the right to 
redeem does not arise, 
there shall be no 
right of redemption.
The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condi-
tion of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify 
all information.
If this property is a condo-
minium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If 
this property is a 
condominium unit which 
is part of a common inter-
est community, the 
purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale other 
than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments re-
quired by The Condomin-
ium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOME-

REAL ESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY - 
MORRIS, ILLINOIS
BANK OF AMERICA, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
BONITA M. JONES AKA 
BONITA JONES, 
UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA ACTING BY 
AND THROUGH THE 
SECRETARY OF HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT, LAKE-
WOOD TRAILS HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIA-

all information.
If this property is a condo-
minium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If 
this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the 
purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than 
a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments 
required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
You will need a photo iden-
tification issued by a gov-
ernment agency 
(driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in 
Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held 
at other county venues 
where The 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
conducts foreclosure sales.
For information, contact 
Plaintiff s attorney: HEAV-
NER, BEYERS 
& MIHLAR, LLC, 111 East 
Main Street, DECATUR, IL 
62523, (217) 
422-1719  Please refer to 
file number 2120-11370.
If the sale is not confirmed 
for any reason, the Pur-
chaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of 
the purchase price paid. 
The Purchaser shall have 
no further recourse against 
the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee s attor-
ney.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE
You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for 
a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & 
MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR, IL 62523
(217) 422-1719
Fax #: (217) 422-1754
N o n -
CookPleadings@hsbattys.
com
Attorney File No. 
2120-11370
Case Number: 15 CH 118
TJSC#: 37-11253
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices 
Act, you are 
advised that Plaintiff s at-
torney is deemed to be a 
debt collector attempting to 
collect a debt and any in-
formation obtained will be 
used for that purpose. 
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
Wednesday, February 7, 
14 & 21, 2018.

REAL ESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY - 
MORRIS, ILLINOIS
JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DAVID P. STEWART, 
SANDRA M. STEWART, 
U.S. BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
Defendant
15 CH 118
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on December 18, 2017, 
an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
9:00 AM on March 
19, 2018, at the Grundy 
County Courthouse, 111 
East Washington Street 
front door entrance, MOR-
RIS, IL, 60450, sell at pub-
lic auction to the 
highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following de-
scribed real 
estate:
Commonly known as 695 
S. KANKAKEE ST, COAL 
CITY, IL 60416
Property Index No. 
09-02-304-011.
The real estate is improved 
with a single family resi-
dence.
The judgment amount was 
$164,258.91.
Sale terms: 25% down of 
the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the 
sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No 
third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance in 
certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) 
hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered 
for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in  
AS IS  condition. 
The sale is further subject 
to confirmation by the 
court.
Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser 
will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the 
purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate af-
ter confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condi-
tion of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify 

24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE
You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 
day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.csle-
gal.com
Attorney File No. 
14-17-05888
Attorney ARDC No. 
00468002
Case Number: 2017 CH 
55
TJSC#: 37-10780
NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt col-
lector attempting to col-
lect a debt and any infor-
mation obtained will be 
used for that purpose.
I3075903
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
Wednesday, February 14, 
21 & 28, 2018.

REAL ESTATE

In-person early voting
began Tuesday, Feb. 20, at
8:30 a.m., at the Will County
Clerk's Office, and at that
time any requested Vote by
Mail ballots have gone out.

The Appellate Court of
Illinois ordered the name of
Scott Drury to  remain on
the Democratic ballot for
the Office of Attorney
General for the March 20
General Primary Election.
The order was handed down
on Friday, Feb. 16.

Sample ballots can now
be viewed at thewillcounty-
clerk.com, or registered vot-
ers can view their Voter
Information Guide, which
will be in mailboxes next
week.

Early voting
has begun



BY BRENT SUMNER
STAFF WRITER

The state individual
wrestling tournament is
complete leaving us dissatis-
fied.

The IHSA may not have
a problem deciding who and
where regional and sectional
tournaments are held, but
how teams were assigned
this year shortchanged some
of the best wrestlers.

“I do feel the postseason
set up is not working, and
the IHSA needs to make
improvements,” said Reed-
Custer coach Jeff Sukley.
“How is the big question.”

Compare the postsea-
son assignments that Coal
City, Wilmington and Reed-
Custer were given against
past years and it’s fair to rea-
son several wrestlers from
these schools who would
have been state qualifiers a
year ago never got a chance
this time around.

“If you are looking at the

numbers and everything, it
is pretty revealing when you
break it down,” said
Wilmington coach Rob
Murphy. “We had 26 all-state
wrestlers in our Sectional,
Chicago only had four. The
breakdown by Sectional,
Oregon had 33, Olympia 26,
Vandalia 21 and Chicago
only had four.

“Not only did we get
pulled out of the Chicago
one, but they put us in a 10-
team Regional, where you
have that wrestle in match
the needs to happen,”
Murphy continued. “All the
others were eight-team. Why
they do it the way they do it,
there is no rhyme or reason.”

Granted, the three
schools hail from an area
that is rich in wrestling tal-
ent. But how is it that all
three schools were forced to
gather south for the Regional
and Sectional, leading to a
loaded Coal City Regional
and Oympia Sectional. 

On the other side of the
coin, you had teams like

Westmont and Lisle travel-
ing to the Chicago Sectional,
where the competition was,
well, lacking.

Look at it this way, Coal
City took first in the confer-
ence, Reed-Custer claimed
second and Wilmington
earned seventh. Lisle picked
up eighth, while Westmont
earned 10th. Yet those two
teams qualified 12 wrestlers
for state.

Taking those same
teams to the postseason, the
Coalers had four,
Wilmington had one, Reed-
Custer had none.

“In those duals (against
Wesmont and Lisle) we lost
three matches to each team.
Won like 58-16 or something
like that,” Murphy com-
mented. “It is what it is
though.”

Let’s break it down even
further though, starting with
the Coal City Regional.

Not only was the
Regional stacked to the ceil-
ing with talent, but the
teams were pitted in a 10-
team pool.

Of those 10 teams, half
of them were state ranked,
ranging from Coal City (4),
Prairie Central (6), Clifton
Central (7), Reed-Custer
(honorable mention) and
Wilmington (HM).

The teams also brought
17 state-ranked individuals
to the Regional.

“We were in a 10-team
Regional, where other
regionals were eight,” said
Coal City coach Mark
Masters. “We had three
teams with full lineups, and
had the same number of
individuals in those three
teams as other regionals in
total.”

“It is called a Regional
for a reason though, teams
from your area. Same with
Sectional,” Masters contin-
ued. “It can be a blessing or a
curse. You are from an area
with strong wrestling.”

So the question rises
that maybe the IHSA should
do away with combining
teams in a set area, and turn
to more of a seeding strategy.
After all, the current way
seems to not really be get-
ting the state’s best to the
state tournament.

The biggest problems
come to the forefront when
moving from the Regional to

the Sectional.
Hard to swallow is the

fact that Chicago Hope
Academy didn’t have a single
state ranked team in their
Sectional. And of the indi-
viduals, they had four.

That is a big difference
when comparing the other
three areas.

Taking it even further, of
the kids that made it out of
the Chicago Hope Sectional,
only four of them placed at
state. Granted, they had the
champion and runner-up at
138, a fourth at 160 and fifth
at 285. But the true issue
arises when you look at the
other weights.

At 113, 120, 126 and 132,
those wrestlers won only one
match at state. At the 106,
145, 152, 170, 182 and 220,
those wrestlers didn’t win a
single match in Champaign.

Sending kids to a state
bracket that carry records
less than .500 on the season
doesn’t seem fair.

With that kind of stat,
one can’t help but feel some

sympathy towards local
wrestlers that had much bet-
ter records, or were state
ranked, yet never made it.

“I think the IHSA will do
the best they can so there is
representation at the state
tournament from all areas of
the state,” Masters said.
“That is their main goal, to
have representation. Not
necessarily the best teams,
individuals, but the best the
area has to provide from
those Regional areas.”

But doesn’t that defeat
the purpose of having a tour-
nament that crowns the best
wrestler in the state? If the
best of the best can’t even
make the tournament,
because they’re having state-
caliber matches at the
Regional.

Either way, I think the
IHSA needs to take a hard
look at the current assign-
ments and come up with a
way that will truly get the
best down to Champaign.

Whether it would be to
seed the top eight teams to

Sectionals, the fill the rest of
the schools in accordingly,
or making sure conferences
are broken up in different
sectionals.

“I don’t really have the
answer, all I know is that the
current format is not work-
ing,” Sukley said. “I saw a lot
of ranked kids not make it
out of regionals and section-
als.”

This isn’t a call out to the
IHSA though, this is more
some of the problems that
have been seen in the post-
season. After all, this is how
the tournaments have run
for quite some time, so the
argument could be why
change it up now.

“Each one is a qualifier,”
Murphy said. “Regional for
Sectional, Sectional for State.
Once you get to state, that’s
where you need to make
your noise. That’s where I am
at, it doesn’t matter where
they send us, you need to
step on the line and per-
form.”
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Is there an issue with wrestling postseason?
A look at the road to state, and whether the IHSA’s approach needs to be changed

The Coal City varsity
boys basketball team got off
to a quick start Friday night
against Plano, but the
Reapers rallied in the second
half to hand the Coalers a
53-47 defeat.

“We played very hard for
four quarters,” said Coaler

coach Keith Kiper. “We got
into foul trouble and had a
couple injuries that really
put us behind. We had some
guys step in and give us good
minutes to keep us in the
game, but we just could not
keep the early lead again.”

Coal City built a 16-9

lead in the first quarter, and
held a 31-16 lead at halftime.

Unfortunately, the
Coalers could muster only 16
points the second half, as
Plano rallied back with a 14-
point third and 13-point
fourth quarter.

Sean Micetich contin-
ued his production on the
offense, leading Coal City
with 21 points. He went 35
percent from the floor, along
with 4-for-4 from the free-
throw line.

Austin Pullara tacked on
a double-double with 10
points and 10 rebounds,
while Kaleb Spreitzer hit a
pair of threes for his six
points.

Jack Bunton tacked on
four points and six rebounds
(five on offense), as Zack
Sandeno, Blake Harseim and
Justin Dabulskis each earned
two points.

Sandeno also earned
seven rebounds, while
Harseim tacked on five
boards.

The Coalers traveled to
Pontiac on Tuesday, and will
be back in action on Friday,
when they host Streator for
senior night.

Coal City 57,
Seneca 40

A dominating first half
gave the Coalers plenty of
room to hold on for a victory
over Seneca during their
conference match-up on
Thursday.

“We played a great first
half,” said Kiper. “We did not
allow a single point in the
first quarter, which jsut
begins to explain the type of
defense we played against
them.”

Coal City went on a 15-0
run through the first quarter,
and saw themselves holding
a strong lead at halftime, 27-
8.

The second half went a
little differently though, as
Seneca slowly started to chip
away at the Coalers’ lead.

Seneca outpaced Coal
City through the third quar-
ter, 17-12, but Coal City bit
back in the fourth with an
18-15 difference. By the end,
Coal City was able to hang
on to a 17-point lead for the
win.

“In the second half we
had some bad turnovers that
allowed them back into the

game,” Kiper said. “In the
end, we controlled the ball
and the game to hold on for
a good win.”

It helped that Micetich
led the team with 21 points,
going 5-for-7 from inside,
along with 5-for-6 from the
free-throw line.

Pullara tacked on an
added 15 points, going 2-for-
3 from three-point range,
while also adding a 66.7
shooting percentage inside
the paint.

Harseim earned eight
points on the night with
eight rebounds, while
Spreitzer also picked up six
points with nine rebounds.

Bunton added a three-
pointer, while Ben Sorenson
and Payton Hutchings both
finished with two points.

JCA 52,
Coal City 49

From the get-go
Tuesday night things went
right for the Coalers.
Unfortunately, they ran out
of gas through the remaining
three quarters, suffering a
loss to Joliet Catholic
Academy.

The Coalers recorded 14
unanswered points in the
first quarter, as they jumped
to a 23-9 lead.

The momentum stayed
with Coal City at the half, as
they were in front 31-19.

Unfortunately, JCA
started to chip away in the
third quarter, and applied
pressure in the fourth quar-
ter to earn the win.

Coal City managed just
nine points in each of the
third and fourth quarters,
while JCA compiled 33 sec-
ond half points, mounting a
comeback to win by three
points.

“We played a good first
half, but could not maintain
in the second,” Kiper said.
“JCA turned up the pressure
and physicallity, which
made us feel uncomfort-
able.”

Micetich led the team
with a 23-point night, while
Pullara tacked on 13 points. 

Spreitzer picekd up six
points, Harseim finished
with three, while Hutchings
and Sandeno both earned
two points.

Fouls get the Coalers in trouble with the Reapers

The Coal City varsity boys basketball team will
enter the 3A Regional at Herscher.

The Coalers are seventh seed. They will open the
bracket on Monday against Bishop McNamara (ninth
seed).

The winner will advance to Tuesday night’s game
against the host team, Herscher, who is the second
seed.

If the Coalers are able to reach the Regional Final,
which will be held on Friday, March 2, they will face
either Streator (3), Pontiac (5) or Prairie Central (11).

The winner of the Herscher Regional will advance
to the Pontiac Sectional, and await the champion
from the Olympia Fields (Rich Central) Regional.

Teams in the Rich Central side of the bracket
include: Marian (1), Thornridge (4), Providence
Catholic (7), Joliet Catholic Academy (8), Rich Central
(5) and Tinley Park (11).

Boys regional
set for Monday

BLAKE HARSEIM hauls down a reobund during Coal City’s
battle with Seneca on Thursday. He picked up eight points and
eight rebounds in the Coalers’ 57-40 conference win.

Photos by Pam Spreitzer

JUSTIN DABULSKIS drives the lane during Coal City’s battle
with Plano on Friday. Dabulskis finished with two points, as
the Coalers suffered a tough loss, 53-47.



Coal City’s eighth grade
volleyball team became the
Illinois Valley Conference
Tournament champions
Friday when they defeated
Channahon in a thrilling
three-game match.

“IVC champs means so
much to this team,” said
coach Kerry Yedinak. “They
worked very hard and played
smart for this win. They
knew they had a tough game
ahead of them, but they wel-

comed the challenge and set
out for the win. This team
played with great teamwork
and a lot of heart.”

Macaya Garner led Coal
City with 13 points, three
aces and one kill, while also
earning 11 assists and six
digs.

Mia Rodriguez picked
up 10 points, one ace, four
kills and four digs, while
McKenna Fitzpatrick had
four huge solo blocks with
an added seven points nine
kills and five digs.

Molly Stiles recorded 16
digs on the night with five
kills, and Lauren Ferrari
added nine assists.

Coal City 25 ,25,
Shabbona 17, 23
The Lady Warriors

picked up a win during
semifinal action of the IVC
tourney, defeating Shabbona
in two close games.

Garner earned 15 points
with five aces, one kill and 10
aces, while Rodriguez tacked
on another 10 points, one

ace, five kills and five digs.
Fitzpatrick had a great

night at the net with 14 kills
and four solo blocks.

Addyson Mellen earned
10 assists on the night, while
Stiles earned nine digs.

Coal City 25, 25,
Reed-Custer 12, 9

The Lady Warriors
kicked off the IVC
Tournament with a domi-
nating win over Reed-Custer.

It was a total team effort
as Ferrari tallied seven
points, followed by Garner,
Kayleagh Teague and
Addyson Mellen scored six
points, and Lynzie Norris
had five.

Grace Norris picked up
three points, Magen Planeta
had two points, while
Katelyn Norris and Molly
Stiles each earned one point.

Mellen led the team in
assists with six, while Garner
and Ferrari each earned four.

Bourbonnais 25, 27,
Wilmington 23, 25

The Lady Coalers bat-
tled a tough Bourbonnais
Wednesday night and
wound up falling in two
close games.

The Lady Warriors held
within striking distance
through both games, but
came up just a bit short.

Rodriguez led the team
with nine points, earning
five aces and three kills,
while also adding one solo
block and three digs.

Garner picked up seven
points with two aces and two
kills, while also picking up
seven assists and four digs.

Fitzpatrick secured six
points, two aces and five
kills, while also earning two
solo blocks and two digs.

Norris chipped in four
points, one ace, two kills and
seven digs, while Ferrari
earned two points, two kills
and five assists.

Norris led the team in
digs with nine.
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BY BRENT SUMNER
STAFF WRITER

Three out of four, we’ll
take it!

Coal City sent four
wrestlers to the IHSA state
wrestling finals on Thursday
and returned homes
Saturday with three medals,
including Connor Huston
(106) with sixth and a pair of
seconds from Alex Friddle
(120) and Daniel Jezik (160).

Ryan Wasielewski (145)
was just one victory away
from earning a medal.

“I thought we competed
probably the best we have all
year long,” said Coaler coach
Mark Masters. “Ryan had to
wrestle a kid that is super
tough in the blood round. He
wins that one, he is an all-
stater.”

“He just got caught in a
throwing match, and we
wound up having to play
that guy’s game. He was just
a little better at it than Ryan
was.”

Huston bounced back
from a first round loss to go
on to reach the fifth-place
match.

He had a tough draw in
the opening round against
Tyler Eby from Aurora
Christian (34-7 overall).
Huston wound up getting
pinned at the :58 mark, but
was able to continue
through the wrestlebacks.

In the following two
rounds, he defeated Mt.
Carmel’s Cade Keepes (Fall,
3:56) and Jake Wendling
from St. Joseph-Ogden (Dec,
8-3).

“The second kid Connor
beat was a kid that beat him
7-1 earlier in the year,”
Masters said. “He came back
with that nice 8-3 win.”

In the quarterfinals,
Huston met up with Jacob
Millman from Oregon. He
battled hard but wound up
with a 6-3 loss, pushing him
to the fifth place match.

In the final match,
Huston met with Eby yet
again, the wrestler he faced
in the first round. This time,
Huston put up a tougher
fight, but wound up drop-
ping a 6-2 decision to settle
for sixth.

“Those last two matches
he battled hard, and were
the best 18 minutes he has
wrestled,” Masters said.
“Connor has improved a ton
throughout the season. One
was the confidence level, he
struggled with that early on.
That was the big thing for
him, getting him to believe.
It ended up working out.”

The final two medalists
for Coal City placed the best
for the Coalers, including

Friddle and Jezik who both
experienced the grand
march.

Out of the 672 wrestlers
at the State Farm Center,
Friddle and Jezik were
among the final 84 remain-
ing for the Grand March.

Friddle picked up a
quick first-round win, pin-
ning Toledo’s Rayce Zike in
1:25. From there, things just
got tougher.

“He faced all the top
kids at that weight class,”
Masters said. “He faced
Schrank (second round),
and split matches with him
in the past. He beat him at
the Plano tournament, then
turned around and got beat
at the state tournament. We
knew it was going to be a
tough match.”

Friddle won 4-2 over
Schrank from Rockford
Lutheran, and moved ahead
to defeat Kyle Tunink from
Sterling Newman (Dec, 5-2)
to reach the finals.

“Alex beat the No. 5 at
the Sectional, had Schrank
who was ranked third, and
had to beat the No. 4 ranked
in the semis,” Masters
added. “He then had
Number one in the finals. He
had a great tournament, just
came up a bit short. I think
that is a 50/50 match, he can
beat him. It just hasn’t been
his turn yet.”

Friddle wound up suf-
fering a loss in the champi-
onship match to Cameron
Johnson from Aurora
Christian. The match was
tied heading into the third
period, 2-2. 

Unfortunately, a late
period reversal resulted in
Johnson picking up a 4-2
decision.

“He almost turned him
twice, then got reversed with
three seconds left in the
match,” Masters said. “Alex is
mentally tough. He will fig-
ure it out.”

Second place (160) went
to Jezik, whose performance
left coach Masters with one
simple summary.

“Daniel had a phenom-
enal tournament,” Masters
said. “He just had a great
tournament.”

Jezik entered ranked
third in state, and started out
with a 5-3 decision win over
Stillman Valley’s Sam Durfey.

He followed that up with
a 3:00 pin against Walther
Christian’s Jeremiah Canada
to reach the semifinals.

In the semis, Jezik ran
into No. 2 ranked wrestler
Garrett Passamore from
Eerie-Prophetstown. It was a
tough battle, but the Coaler
wrestler came out on top 4-
3.

“Daniel surprised me a
little bit with the win over
Passamore in the semifi-
nals,” Masters said. “That
was a surprise win. I knew he
could make the podium, and
I had that expectation for
him. He just had a great
tournament.

In the final round, Jezik
ran into No. 1 ranked, unde-
feated and previous state
champion, Danny Braunagel
from Althoff Catholic (54-0).

Jezik put up a valiant
fight, but lost by tech. fall at
the 4:08 mark (23-7).

“The final was a big
challenge to try and stay in
that match,” Masters said.
“He went out and worked his
hardest, fired off right away.
He got really close at one
time, and Braunagel did
what he did all season, tech.
falled everybody. Daniel was
one of four this weekend.”

The Coalers ended with
a 75 percent conversion rate
for wrestlers reaching the
podium. It is just an added
bonus that all of them will
have another year with the
program, seeing as Jezik,
Friddle and Wasielewski are
all juniors, and Huston a
freshman.

“Obviously, those guys
coming back with the

medals will be in the room
next year,” Masters added.
“It will keep going forward.
Hopefully they can see that,
continue to workout, and be
prepared for next season.”

The focus now switches
to dual team state as Coal
City traveled to Gibson City

for their Sectional match
with Clinton. If they won
yesterday they will compete
at Bloomington Saturday.

“We haven’t changed
much,” Masters said about
preparing for dual team.
“The kids are pretty focused
on it. The guys that didn’t

reach their goals individual-
ly, they can’t wait to reach
goals for the team. That is
what I have sensed in the
practice room. We just have
to be at our best.”

Coalers add three state wrestlers to the list

ALEX FRIDDLE (120) gets prepared for his first match of the state tournament this past week. Getting him mentally prepared
are head coach Mark Masters (right) and assistant coach Jim Looper. Friddle earned second in state.

VICTORY! – Connor Huston (113) gets his arm raised after his
second win of the state tournament. Huston defeated Jake
Wendling from St. Joseph-Ogden with an 8-3 decision.

RYAN WASIELEWSKI (145) takes control during his second match in the tournament last week.
Wasielewski just missed becoming an All-State wrestler this season by one match.

Free Press photos

TWO POINTS! – Daniel Jezik (160) records a takedown during his semifinal battle with Garrett Passamore from Eerie-
Prophetstown. Jezik defeated the No. 2 ranked wrestler with a 4-3 decision to reach the finals. Jezik finished with second place
in his bracket.

Varsity Lady Warriors win IVC tourney
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