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STAFF REPORT

An Ohio man arrested in
2019 on a fugitive warrant for
alleged involvement in a child
abduction case in Wilmington
is now facing federal charges.

The charges stem from a
2019 case involving a missing
13-year-old Wilmington
female.

In September of that year,
after the girl was reported
missing, fast action by the
responding Wilmington police
officers and WESCOM
telecommunicators resulted in
her safe return, after the Ohio
State Patrol was able to locate
and arrest the offender.

According to police,
Andrew F. Boltz, 22, of Kenton,
Ohio, was arrested just after he
entered Ohio with the victim.

Boltz was subsequently
extradited to Will County and
charged with one felony count
of child abduction/lure of a
child under the age of 17.

Wilmington Detective
Samantha Sullivan took over
the case in January and started
working with Special Agents
from the FBI on the follow up.

According to the WPD,
Sullivan's lengthy investigation
included hours and hours of
tenaciously sifting through
electronic records, and work-
ing with other law enforce-

ment agencies in both Illinois
and Ohio.

Through that investiga-
tion it was determined that
Boltz had allegedly victimized
at least two other minors since
the time of his arrest.

On Dec. 1, Boltz was
indicted in Federal Court and
charged with sexual exploita-
tion of a child, under Title 18,
United States Code, Section
2251(a), a charge that carries a
minimum prison sentence of
15 years.

In addition to the Federal
charge, Boltz’s Will County
case for child abduction
remains in progress, and he is
also facing charges in Huron

County in Ohio for unlawful
sexual contact with a minor,
disseminating matter harmful
to juveniles, and illegal use of a
minor in nudity-oriented
material or performance, with
additional charges still pend-
ing.

The Wilmington case was
reported to police on Sept. 4,
2019. At the time, the girl was
reported to have left her home
in Wilmington after babysitting
for her younger brothers and
was last seen near St. Rose
Church on Kankakee Street
around 5 p.m.

Police were called by the
girl’s stepfather just after 6
p.m., and alerted that the juve-

nile had texted family mem-
bers that she was going to be
leaving.

The girl’s mother started
looking into communication
records and officers were able
to determine that the girl had
been speaking with a person
from Ohio, ultimately resulting
in Boltz’s arrest after he was
observed by the Ohio State
Patrol traveling eastbound on
Route 30 just over the Ohio
state line. 

The girl was unharmed.
Editor's note - Persons

named in police activity reports
are innocent of any charges
until proven guilty in a court of
law.

Man arrested in child abduction case faces federal charges

ANDREW BOLTZ

STAFF REPORT

The Wilmington Park
District will begin their search
for a new executive director.

Renee Chavez, who cur-
rently fills the seat, has
resigned from the district after
10 years.

During her time with the
district, officials credited
Chavez with helping to lead
the successful development of
a comprehensive system of
parks, recreational facilities,
and a diversified portfolio of
recreation programs for the
district.

“For the last 10 years, one
of my biggest joys of the posi-
tion has been watching the
next generation grow up,”
Chavez said. “Watching resi-
dents grow through our pro-
grams and evolve into next
generation leaders... is truly
special.”

Chavez was hired in 2010
when the Wilmington Park
District was still operating out
of a garage on South Island
Park. At the time, the main
tasks of the director were to
oversee mowing, keeping the
birds fed, and watering plants
— a delegation much different
than the role of the executive
director as it has evolved over
the years.

In her tenure, Chavez
helped build district programs
and open its first public facili-
ty in 2014 — the exercise facil-
ity and community center on
Water Street.

The center today houses
Water Street Fitness, district
administration offices, and
auxiliary rooms for special
programs, the before and after
school program, birthday par-
ties, and community events.

“When opening the Water
Street Community Center, my
main hope was that it would
serve all demographics of
Wilmington. Now, almost
seven years later, my hope is
that whatever its use — work-
outs, birthdays, Kids Club,
baby showers, etc. — the
building is a place to make
memories,” said Chavez.

Over the past year, despite
the pandemic, Chavez over-
saw the development and

Chavez to
depart
from Park
District Collapse turns

planned repair
into bigger job
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Crews spent several days
at the corner of Kankakee
Street and Kankakee River
Driver earlier this month
attending to a damaged sewer.

But what was originally
slated for repairs totaling
around $20,000 got twice as
expensive, as the work proved
bigger and deeper for the city.

Members of the water,
sewer, streets and alleys com-
mittee discussed the repairs
during their regular meeting
on Dec. 9, which was held
remotely over the teleconfer-
encing website Zoom.

Public Works
Superintendent Ken Ewenson
told the committee that the
work was much larger than the
original project, which had
been awarded to Austin Tyler
for just below $20,000.

“It was 22 feet in the
ground, A-shaped, and there
were a bunch of bigger rocks
pressing down on it that prob-

ably gave way on the  first part
that caused the big sinkhole,”
Ewenson explained. “So, we
got that fixed, then we had to
vac it out with the hydrovac.
We ran a camera down there
and found out that from where
the first break was all the way
to the manhole, which ended
up being a total of 75 feet...
there were just a bunch of
holes in it and that was gone,
too.”

Ewenson said the site had
to be fixed from the first leak
to the manhole.

Since Austin Tyler was
already contracted to work on
the line, they added the addi-
tional work to the job, now
expected to reach a total cost
of approximately $40,000.

Those funds will come
from the city’s sewer budget.
The city still needs to approve
the funding for those addi-
tional costs.

City Administrator Joie
Ziller said the city submitted
the claim to the insurance car-
rier, but added that the city
does not expect that to be cov-
ered.

Ewenson said that sewer
services were not disrupted for
any residents.

The project was buttoned
by mid-week last week.

Sewer repair
cost doubles 

SEE CHAVEZ. PAGE 2

THE WILMINGTON FORTITUDE CLUB asks students to bring in hats, mittens, scarves, and gloves
to donate to people in need during the holiday season. Items can be place on the Christmas tree
in the WHS cafetorium.

The giving tree

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Wilmington
has agreed on a new contract
for health insurance for city
workers.

On Dec. 1, Bob Bryce of
Infinity Benefits gave a pres-
entation to the City Council
regarding renewal of a Blue
Cross Blue Shield health pro-
gram for city employees.

“Blue Cross is not making
any plan changes to our policy,
other than the premium,”
Bryce explained, adding that
the Blue Cross offers the city
“strong benefit for the dollar”
options.

The plan for 2021 will
cost the city $45,078 monthly,
for an annual total of

$552,938. That price is a 3.46%
increase — a total of $18,502
— over 2020.

Bryce said Blue Cross pro-
vided the city with a 2%
decrease in price in 2018, and
a 1% decrease in 2019.

And, in line with the rest
of 2020, the novel coronavirus
pandemic has also played a
role in changes to insurance
coverage.

“With regard to COVID,
with carriers having to pick up
the COVID pricing for con-
sumers at no fees, that’s added

City approves benefit plan
for municipal employees

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 2
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McCullum petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF WILL,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETI-

TION TO CHANGE THE NAME OF
Glenda R. McCullum to Glenda Rae
Wright-McCullum. Case No. 2020MR
002690.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned on behalf of herself, Glenda
R. McCullum, adult, shall appear in the Will
County Court Annex Building, 57 N.
Ottawa St., Joliet, IL 60432 courtroom
#A236 at 9:00 a.m. on the 8th day of
February, 2021 before the judge assigned
to hear said matter, and then there present
a petition requesting the name of Glenda
R. McCullum be changed to Glenda Rae
Wright-McCullum.

Glenda R. McCullum
Published in the Free Press

Advocate on Wednesday, December 16,
23, and 30, 2020.

Attorney Fisher files
Wallace estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Doris A.
Wallace, Deceased. Case No. 20 P 829.

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Doris

A. Wallace of Joliet, Illinois.  Letters of
Office were issued on December 4, 2020
to Joseph J. Wallace, Jr., Patricia A.
Richards, Timothy J. Wallace and
Terrence J. Wallace as Independent Co-
Executors.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before June 9,
2021, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated:  December 9, 2020.  
Joseph J. Wallace, Jr., Patricia A.

Richards, Timothy J. Wallace and
Terrence J. Wallace, Independent Co-
Executors.  

Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at Law,
Fisher Berardi Law Attorney No.:
06184265, 207 South Water Street,
Wilmington, IL 60481.  (815) 47607635
Email: jeff@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Dec. 9, 16 and
23, 2020.

Wilmington Planning and Zoning Commission
to hold hearing on warehouse project

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Wilmington, IL
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, on January 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. a public hearing

will be held by the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Wilmington at City Hall
located at 1165 S. Water Street, Wilmington, IL for the purpose of receiving and consider-
ing testimony and public comment on the request of petitioner, Adar RPLL, LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company, to have a site plan reviewed and approved for an
approximately five hundred thousand (500,000) square foot office and warehouse building
with associated parking, truck docks and detention on approximately sixty-one (61) acres
of property west of Kavanaugh Road and north of Murphy Road in the City of Wilmington,
which property is described as follows:

BEING PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 20 AND THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 21, OF TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST
OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN; DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF
SECTION 20, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN; THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 41 MINUTES 17 SECONDS WEST, 52.93
FEET ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION
20; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES 41 MINUTES 38 SECONDS EAST, 160.02 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 03 SEC-
ONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 55.06 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES 41 MIN-
UTES 42 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 2154.71 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 88
DEGREES 25 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 678.35 FEET; THENCE
NORTH 86 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 12 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 102.25
FEET TO A POINT OF NON-TANGENT CURVATURE; THENCE NORTHWESTERLY,
ALONG A CURVE, CONCAVE TO THE NORTHEAST, HAVING A RADIUS OF 540.69
FEET, AN ARC DISTANCE OF 526.37 FEET, A CHORD BEARING NORTH 58
DEGREES 28 MINUTES 51 SECONDS WEST, AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 505.83
FEET TO A POINT OF NON-TANGENCY; THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 26 MINUTES
53 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 1869.46 FEET; THENCE NORTH 43 DEGREES
33 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 99.04 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89
DEGREES 11 MINUTES 27 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 1125.13 FEET TO SAID
POINT OF BEGINNING, ALL IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

PINS: 03-17-20-200-012, 03-17-20-200-013, 03-17-20-200-014, 03-17-20-200-015,
03-17-20-200-016, 03-17-20-200-017, 03-17-20-200-018, 03-17-20-200-019, 03-17-20-
200-020, 03-17-20-200-021, 03-17-20-201-001, 03-17-20-201-002, 03-17-20-201-003, 03-
17-20-201-004

All persons interested in attending are invited to do so and will be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard. Pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS
120/7(e), and guidance provided by legal counsel, the City of Wilmington may conduct all
or portions of this meeting by use of telephonic or electronic means without a physical quo-
rum present in the boardroom.  Public access to this meeting is available as follows:         

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84890358922?pwd=MEtVV0dTcFFCTWl4THYxcnZ2TnlCdz09 

Meeting ID: 814 5806 1195
Passcode: 729647

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 814 5806 1195
Passcode: 729647
All persons interested in attending are invited to do so and will be given an oppor-

tunity to be heard.  Additional information on such application can be obtained from the
City of Wilmington Zoning Administrator at 1165 S. Water Street, Wilmington, IL (815) 476-
2175.

City of Wilmington
Will County, Illinois
Published in the Free Press Advocate, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020.

implementation of approximately 20 pro-
grams and/or community events. In
addition, she also helped the WPD
acquire its first ever owned property since
WPD formed in 1949, Children’s
Memorial Park, from the city.

The executive director also joined
and maintained many professional rela-
tionships during her time in the positions
with other local organizations, including
the Wilmington Rotary Club and the
Wilmington Chamber of Commerce.

Chavez’s coworkers said she has
served as a motivated leader who is
dependable and easy to follow, making
herself available for volunteer work and
leading district events.

“Renee’s leadership over the years
has been nothing short of astounding,”
said Andrew Liaromatis, WPD
Superintendent of Recreation. “Renee
offered me one of my first jobs ever at 16
years old and taught me what it meant to
be a professional. Fast forwarding almost
10 years, I find myself working with her
again, this time as an established profes-
sional, still learning so much every day. I
credit much of my success to her mentor-
ship and am grateful to have had the
opportunity to work with her.”

Members of the park board echoed
that sentiment.

“Renee has been a true asset to this
community,” said Randy Hill, president of

the Board of Commissioners. “I have had
the privilege of serving on the park board
since before her hire in 2010, and I am
proud to have worked with her over the
years. She moved us from a small garage
on the South Island to one of the nicest
facilities in Wilmington. Her vision for the
district is truly amazing and she will be
dearly missed.”

Chavez has taken the position of
executive director with the Crete Park
District.

“The Park Board and district staff
want to thank Director Chavez for 10
years of hard work and dedication. She
has achieved so much in the time she has
served Wilmington, and the district wish-
es her the best of luck in her future
endeavors,” the district said in a press
release announcing her departure.

Chavez’s resignation was officially
accepted by the board during their meet-
ing on Dec. 9. At that time, the board also
went over the district’s strategic plan,
hoping to set goals for the district as a
new executive director takes the helm.

Goals of that plan include:
• Administer revenues and expendi-

tures to maximize programs, parks and
facilities, including establishing and
growing a reserve fund by 2021.

• Grow partnerships to help with rev-
enue, including organizing more
fundraising events and soliciting addi-
tional fundraising dollars by 2022, and
continuing to partner with the city of
Wilmington and the Wilmington School
District.

• Strive for excellence with the essen-
tials of a park district, including safety for
patron and staff at Water Street Fitness
and identifying and implementing best
practices throughout the district.

• Develop and implement marketing
initiatives, including an increase in spe-
cial and public events and engaging with
the public via social media, sponsorships,
program flyers, and Free Press
Newspaper engagement.

• Explore new recreational program-
ming, such as adult and youth sports
leagues, in the 2021 calendar year.

• Acquire additional park space by
2022.

The district will advertise for the
position in the coming weeks. Liaromatis
will take over some of the responsibilities
of the executive director until the position
is filled.

Chavez thanked the board for the
opportunities over the past decade, and
said she’d be available if needed to help
with a smooth transition.

“In my time here, we really made
some profound changes with the parks
and recreation system. All of my success
is due to the cooperation of volunteers,
community members, and coherent
staff,” she said. “I hope to see this cooper-
ation continue because it truly exempli-
fies the strength of the Wilmington com-
munity.”

Chavez’s last day with the district is
Jan. 8, 2021.

Chavez

The top story in Dec. 9
edition of the Free Press
Advocate quoted Mayor Strong
as saying, "I don't think we've
lost a life in Wilmington
yet,we've had some people
sick of course, but most of the

cases have been pretty mini-
mal." 

This same issue of the
paper also had the obituary of
Michael Stroud. "He was raised
in Wilmington and graduated
from Wilmington High School

with the class of 1989.
Following graduation, Mike
gained employment with the
City of Wilmington, where he
has worked for the past 31
years, currently in the water
reclamation plant."

After reading Mayor
Strong's comment and know-
ing my son-in-law's brother,
Mike Stroud, who had dedicat-
ed his entire adult life to the
city of Wilmington, I can't help
but wonder what kind of
leader doesn't know a 31-year
city employee had just died
due to complications due to
Covid? 

It appears that Mayor
Strong's philosophy similar to
our great
#CHRALANinCHIEF's, lie
about the catastrophic ramifi-
cations of this virus for the
sake of an economy.

Ironically, a strong leader
would have derived a contact
tracing system that could have
been implemented to protect
the community's lives and
help local businesses remain
open, but Mayor Strong
offered nothing.

A strong leader would
have contacted the city's local
shops to promote this joint
protection program, but leader
Strong did not.

A strong leader, who
favors capitalistic endeavors,
would have attempted to
establish a local network of on-
line marketplace(s) to assist
our local businesses, but this
leader Strong did not.

We needed strong leaders,
not a leader like Strong; his
blatant lie that no one from the
City of Wilmington has died, is
a clear indication that he has
no problem defecting on the
memory of a life long
Wilmington resident and city
employee for the sake of future
votes. 

Being a resident of unin-
corporated Wesley Township I
can't vote for or against this
Strong leader position, that's
up to the city's residents to
decide.

I am John Burchardt, and I
wish you all the Merriest of
Christmases and the Happiest
of Holidays during this time of
global upheaval, #Peace2Uall.

Letter to the Editor

A missed opportunity to be honest

Wilmington opens registry for those 
interested in Ridgeport TIF information

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF WILMINGTON, ILLINOIS

REGISTRATION FOR INTERESTED PARTIES REGISTRY
RELATING TO A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE BOUNDARIES OF THE 

RIDGEPORT LOGISTICS CENTER INTERMODAL TERMINAL FACILITY AREA
(TAX INCREMENT FINANCING

REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA)
Pursuant to Section 11-74.4-4.2 of the Tax Increment Allocation Redevelopment

Act, 65 ILCS 5/11-74.4-1 et seq. (“Act”), the City of Wilmington (“City”) is required to estab-
lish an Interested Parties Registry (“Registry” or “Registries”) for each Tax Increment
Financing (“TIF”) redevelopment project area created pursuant to the Act
(“Redevelopment Project Area”) whether existing as of the date of this notice or hereafter
established. On March 16, 2010 the City Council of the City adopted Ordinance 10-03-16-
01 authorizing the establishment of the Registry. The purpose of this notice is to (a) inform
Interested Parties (as defined below) of the Registry; (b) invite Interested Parties to regis-
ter in the Registry for the Ridgeport Logistics Center Intermodal Terminal Facility Area
(“Ridgeport TIF”) established by the City on May 4, 2010, the boundaries of which have
been amended from time to time thereafter; and (c) inform Interested Parties of a proposed
amendment to boundaries of the Ridgeport TIF currently being considered by the City.

Any organization active within the City and/or any resident of the City (“Interested
Party”) are entitled to register in the Registry for the Ridgeport TIF or any future TIF rede-
velopment project area to be considered by the City. Organizations include, but are not lim-
ited to, businesses, business organizations, civic groups, not-for-profit corporations and
community organizations.

An organization seeking to register as an Interested Party with respect to the
Ridgeport TIF must complete and submit a “Registration Application Form,” which may be
obtained from the office of the City Clerk. An individual must submit a copy of a current dri-
ver’s license, lease, voter registration card, utility bill, financial statement, or such other evi-
dence as may be acceptable to the City Clerk to establish the individual’s current residen-
cy in the City.

All individuals and organizations whose Registration Application Form and support-
ing documentation comply with the registration rules, and who submit such documentation
to the City Clerk, will be registered in the Registry within ten (10) business days of the City
Clerk’s receipt of all such documents. If the City Clerk determines that an applicant’s
Registration Application Form and/or supporting documentation is incomplete or does not
comply with the registration rules adopted by the City, the City Clerk will give written notice
to the applicant specifying the defects. The applicant will be entitled to correct any defects
and resubmit a new Registration Application Form and supporting documentation.

Upon registration, Interested Parties shall be entitled to receive all notices required
under the Act, including how to obtain information concerning the Redevelopment Project
Area. The City reserves the right to charge recipients for the cost of copies and
postage/delivery charges for requested documents. 

An Interested Party’s registration will remain effective for a period of three (3) years.
Rules for the renewal or amendment of an Interested Party’s registration are included with
the Registration Application Form that may be obtained as described herein. The Registry
will be available for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk during the City’s normal
business hours. The Registry will include the name, address, and telephone number of
each Interested Party, and for organizations, the name and phone number of a designat-
ed contact person.

Registration Application Forms can be picked up at the office of the City Clerk, locat-
ed at City Hall, 1165 S. Water Street, Wilmington, Illinois from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday (excluding holidays). Interested Parties can obtain Registration
Application Forms in person or by their representatives. Registration Application Forms will
not be mailed or faxed. If you require additional information, please call the office of the
City Clerk at (815) 815-476-2175 ext 232.

Published in the Free Press Advocate, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020.

some burden,” Bryce said.
Bryce said the city did

comparison shop, but ulti-
mately, keeping with Blue
Cross was the most appro-
priate choice. City employ-
ees told members of the
council that they were
happy with the coverage.

“Blue Cross has been
fairly generous with us and
we’ve done very well with
them,” Bryce told the coun-
cil, which unanimously
approved the contract.

The city currently has
45 employees who utilize
insurance benefits. The
benefits program only
applies to non-union full
time city employees, not
elected officials.

In other business
before the City Council on
Dec. 1, members approved
the bi-monthly accounting
report, which showed a
grand total in spending this
period of $4.2 million.
Finance director Matt
Hoffman explained the rea-
son for that high number.

“Most of it is wire
transfers for the TIF dis-
trict. There is also a debt
payment made for a 2019
rollover bond,” Hoffman
said.

Of that $4.2 million,
$3.8 million was accounted
for in the TIF 2 fund. An
additional $154,777 was
spent from the Capital
projects fund, with the
General Corporate Fund
accounting for $113,615
this period.

Council

Stevens Intermediate
School recently announced
the first trimester of the 2020-
2021 school year honor roll.

Fourth grade honors
Joseph Banas, Jaxsen

Brockman, Evelyn Clark,
Madilyn Coyne, Drew Daniels,
Laynah Dempsey, Isabelle
Edgeworth, Alex Egizio, Kevin
Eibell, Jr., Lillian Govero,
Payton Govero, Trevor
Haarman, Lucy Hall, Carsyn
Hansen, Noah Howard, Tyler
Johnston, Tracy Jones, Kaelen
Kelly, Stephen Kinnett, Aubrey
Kohl, Conner Kozel, Tanner
Kutina, Lucas Leja, Khloe
Longest, Cainen Machalek,
Jack Medlin, Joshua Meyer,
Johnathan Neese, Quinn Pet,
Nicholas Pridemore, Shawn
Schnittger, Eli Spicer, Natalie
Strohm, Elijah Strohmeyer,
Benjamin Tesar, Emilie
Strong, Violet Turcany, Colby
Wengelewski, Roslyn
Wengelewski, Abygail Winker,
Alex Xolo

Fifth grade honors

Devin Alvarez, Liam
Anderson, Leigha Bailey,
Lailah Beck, Cristopher Catlin,
Gabriella Cherven, Brad
Christriansen, Evan Cravens,
Cole Cutter, Sarai Duran,
Ariana Flores, Karissa Fritz,
Cole Geiss, Taryn Gilbert,
Jason Guzier, Aubrey
Hammett, Logan Hill, Daniel
Hurling, Kaiden Joos, Hunter
Kaitschuck, Abigail Kinnett,
Benjamin Kintz, Abigail
Kirchner, Shyloh Lemons,
Ryne Liva, Landon Mark,
Mickenzie Marquette, Parker
Medlin, Logan Moore, Noah
Morris, Mackenzie Murphy,
Mackenzie Orasco, Haylee
Osipavicius, Jaxon Rambo,
Anthony Rodeghero, Madisyn
Rossow, Makayla Sanchez,
Chloe Sapp, Kalub Shankel,
Bryson Smalley, Alli Stallings,
Nekko Sterkowitz, Hailey
Stricklin, Madilyn Strong,
Emma Trainor, Ian Turcany,
Madisen Van Duyne, Ryan Van
Duyne, Leah Watson-Nowak,
Adrian Wilda, Katilynn
Wildenhain, Marybell Xolo

Stevens Intermediate 
announces honor roll

The Wilmington Public
Library hosts Coffee, Tea, My
Toddler and Me each
Thursday, from 1:30 to 2:30
p.m.

The library provides the
coffee, tea, stories, toys and
crafts and you bring the tod-
dler. The age range is birth to
kindergarten but older sib-
lings are always welcome.

The library is located at
201 S. Kankakee St.

Moms and
toddlers
invited

Coffee &

Newspapers
One wakes you up

One opens your eyes



The use of
the word “tem-
perate” in this
case, does not
refer to the tem-
perature, but
rather to the
amount of alco-
hol consumed by
the populace. In
this case the town
referred to is
Jackson Township
and the time is
mid-19th century. 

In George Woodruff's
book, The History of Will
County, he describes the first
residents of Jackson Township
like this, “From the very first,
the inhabitants of this town-
ship have manifested more
than an ordinary interest in
those two reforming and ele-
vating influences - religion and
education. Hardly had the
early pioneers unloaded their
wagons before religious servic-
es of a public character were
performed.” 

“As early as 1833, an
organization for religious pur-
poses was effected. This con-
sisted of a Methodist class, of

which William
Thornburg was
appointed First
Leader. This little
organization was
what has since
developed into the
Elwood M. E.
Church.”

When the
Chicago &
M i s s i s s i p p i
Railroad came
through the town-
ship, in 1854, the

town of Elwood was estab-
lished. Named after Nelson
Elwood, a president of the rail-
road and mayor of Joliet,
Elwood maintained the tem-
perate attitudes of the town-
ship. This religious attitude
continued through the
decades.

When other towns had
celebrations that included a
beer garden and dancing,
Elwood had Camp Meetings.
Some of the most famous cler-
gy men in the county came to
Elwood to preach and pray,
including Will County's first
settler, Rev. Beggs of Plainfield.

The first Camp Meeting

was held in 1865, and part of
the announcement read, “It is
expected there will be such a
gathering of old pioneers as
was never witnessed in this
section before. Good boarding
tents will be provided on the
ground.”

“Persons attending the
meeting will leave the train at
Wilmington or Elwood.  Mr.
Hale, the Superintendent of
the road, says, “Tickets will be
sold at all the stations between
Bloomington and Chicago at
one fare and one-fifth for the
round trip. Clergymen from
points south of Bloomington
pay full fare up and purchase a
return ticket at Elwood, upon
presentation of a certificate
signed by the Presiding Elder at
one-fifth of a fare.”

Jackson Township and
Elwood were “dry” places by
law. In 1870 the editor of the
Joliet Signal visited Elwood
and commented, “I should
judge, from what I see of this
place, that the morals are good.
They are pretty tight on the
temperance matters. If you
should visit this place, Messrs.
Editors, you would have to

carry your Old Rye with you, if
you use the article, although I
learn if a person has a lame
back, he can get a “nip” at the
drug store.

It is my opinion that tem-
perance can be run into the
ground, and I should not won-
der if it is the case here. Moral
persuasion will do more than
stringent and severe laws.”

The following year, the
Fourth of July celebration
plans were almost derailed by
factions within the two
churches. “Our Elwood neigh-
bors, it appears contemplate
celebrating the glorious
“Fourth.”

With that view a meeting
was recently held and resolu-
tions adopted to have a “tem-
perance Sunday-school cele-
bration.” Upon subsequent
deliberation the word “temper-
ance” was struck out, as super-
fluous, Elwood as matter of
course, being well known to be
one of the most temperate
towns in the northwest.”

“After another sober sec-
ond thought and considering
the existence of more than one
Sunday school, the words

“Sunday school” were tabled
by a vote of about 40 to 41. In
short, the house was divided
against itself, and each faction
proceeded to perfect arrange-
ments. However, peace was
declared, and in all probability
our neighbors will unite in
favor of a good old-fashioned
celebration, unalloyed by sec-
tarian, political, or other side
issues.”

In 1875 however, the tem-

perance climate changed and
three men who ran on a plat-
form of “pro-license” were
elected to the city council.
These men favored issuing
liquor licenses to hotels and
restaurants in town. 

The Elwood correspon-
dent to the Joliet Weekly Sun
wrote, “We congratulate our-
selves on the possession of an
honorable Elwood Board.

They have distinguished
their reign by many creditable
improvements on streets and
walks. President, W. F. Muhlig,
the others are R. Spafford, W.
Gifford, W. F. Keith, D. C. Weeks,
G. E. Cowell - virtually a license
board - being most of them
elected by small majority on
such a ticket.

They have given satisfac-
tion even to those not voting
for them, except, of course, in
the matter of granting license,
and it is justice to say that the
three last named voted against
the issuing of the second one -
the President taking the
responsibility of doing it.”

Finally, Elwoodites could
belly up to the bar legally!

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM The Free Press Advocate, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020, page 3

The most temperate town in the Northwest

A PHOTO OF Nelson Elwood.
The village of Elwood is named
after him.

Ten days until
Christmas!!! 

The Christian Help
Association is putting the
final touches on holiday
food bags, toiletries, gifts
and toys for over 250 fami-
lies in the Wilmington area.
The donations have been
amazing. 

We continued to be
blessed by the tremendous
support of the community,
businesses and local organ-
izations. Please take a
moment to consider a mon-
etary donation to help off-
set the expenses for the item
purchased by Christian
Help. 

Any size donation will

be very appreciated.
Donations of  winter cloth-
ing non-perishable food
and monetary donations
can be dropped off at
Kuzma Care Cottage, 635 S.
Main Street, local churches,
participating retailers or
contact me (815-474-
7521)to make arrange-
ments. 

So many families have
struggled this year.  Any size
donation will help make a
difference. In a world that
has had so much sadness
and darkness, help bring a
bright smile to someone. 

Cyndi Ragain
CHA volunteer

Letter to the editor
You can make a 
difference this Christmas

Christmas is only nine
days away and we asked the
second grade class at Stevens
Intermediate School in
Wilmington to write letter to
Santa.

Take a look at what stu-
dents sent to Santa:

Dear Santa,
My name is Ben W. Can

you please get me a spy robot
for Christmas? I would be so
grateful for it, because I could
use it to spy on my brother, I’ve
been wondering what is your
favorite cookie? I hope you
have a Merry Christmas.

Your Friend Ben W.

Dear Santa,
My name is Brooke

Dickover. Can I have a OMG
House for Christmas? I’ve been
good to my family and I will
share all of my presents with
my family too. I’ve been think-
ing, who’s your favorite
Reindeer?

Love, Brooke Dickover

Dear Santa,
My name is Abigail. Please

take my family to Disney
World. I will be grateful for
more family time. I have been
wondering, where do you get
all these reindeer (and
Rudolph)?

Your friend, Abigail

Dear Santa,
My name is Ian Mitchell.

Can I please have a nintendo
switch. I would be grateful to
get some games for it so, I can
with my friends on it. Santa, I
have been wondering, how do
you get around the world in
one night. I hope you have a
jolly Christmas.

Someone hopefully on
you nice list, IAN

Dear Santa,
My name is Brianna

Musick. Can I please have
lights for my room. I have been
good. I would love it, because I
could change the colors of my
room. I have been wondering,
if the eyes on an elf blink? Ho
ho ho, Merry Christmas.

Your Friend, Brianna

Dear Santa,
I’ve been awesome this

year! I wash dishes, I take out
the trash. How do you go all
over the world in one night?

Thank you for evrything you
do. could I have a Nerf gun,
puppets, and a feisty pet, the
porller bear one please.

Love, your friend
Krystoffer

Dear Santa,
I’ve been very good this

year because I cleaned my
room.Thank you for not giving
me coal last year. on my wish
list is a phone and head-
phones.

Love, Noah

Dear Santa,
I have been really good

this year. What is your favorite
cookie? can I have a headset, a
garbage truck, some clothes,
and new shoes?
Merry christmas!

Loves cruz

Dear Santa Claus,
I’ve been doing my home-

work. Thank you for delivering
gifts. I want an animal tracking
device, a hamster,  a Santa cam
ornament, a new pair of
binolulars, a diving mask, a
book with all the dinosaurs, a
clock, a blank book, a animal
voise mask, and six more Who
Would Win books.

Love, Conner

Dear santa,
I’ve been pretty good this

year! Iv’e taken care of my
brother Ducan that is a dog. I
have a question does my elf
build my presents for
Chrismas? Thank you for all
my presents from last year. and
thank you for sending my
elves. On my Chrismas list I
want Inquisitor Master plushie
Light and Charlie plushie
Please get my class a elf. I have
a nother question are you
watching the santa cam right
now?

Love Maeve

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? How

was ytour day at the North
pole? I have been good this
year and would like a hover-
board, a dog, and a new blan-
ket. I want a hoverboard. I like
riding them. I want a dog. A
dog is cute. I want a new blan-
ket. My blanket is to small. I
hope you like by cookies and
have a safe trip to Wilmington.

Your friend, Nolan
VanDuyne

P.S. Nochio is doing good!

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? How

was your day at the North Pole?
I have been good this year and
I would like a polariod camera,
mini brans, and nail polish, I
want a polariod camera. I want
a polarid camera because I
want to take cool pictures I
want mini brans becasue I love
little toys. I want nail polish. I
want nail polish because I
want to make my nails pretty. I
hope you like my cookies and
hope you have a safe trip to
Wilmington.

Your friend, Grace Keane

Dear Sant,
How is Mrs. Claus doing?

What are the elves making? I
have been good this year and
would like a RC car, Pokemon
cards, and a Hiper rar card. I
want a BC card. The are cool. I
want Pokeman cards. I like
them. I want a Hiper rare card.
They are hard to find. I hope
you like my cookies and have a
safe trip to Wilmington.

your friend, Liam Sukley

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? How

was your day? I have been
good this year and would like
Pokemon cards, Nintendo
Switch and an x box. I would
like pokeman cards. I can bat-
tle people. I want a
Nintentendo switch I can play
games. I would like an x box. I
do not have one and it would
be fun. I hop you like my cook-
ies and have a safe trip to
Wilmington. 

your friend, Caleb
Machalek

Dear Santa,
How are your elves? Hou

are your reindeer? I have been
good this year and would like
an RC car, WWE cards and a
trip to Flortia. I want a RC car. I
want a RC car because they are
cool. I want WWE cards. I want
WWE cards to I can get the
card of the Rock. I want a trip
to Florita. I want a trip to
Florita so I can see the ocean.
Have a safe trip to Wilmington.

your friend, Ryan Sulkey

Dear santa
Please bring me a tran-

former, a lego set, it dosn’t
matter what type  I will leave a

treat for you. p.s. what do your
riende eat?

Love Sawyer Cravens

Dear santa
what I want for Christmas

is a iphone 12 please and can I
have a tablet please one more
thing can I have a new pair of
high heels please  I have a
question for you how do you
deliver all of those presents in
one night I will be leaving you
cookies and milk and  carrots
ok.

Love, Rilee Boers

Dear Santa,
Santa, may I please have

dominoes? May I have a
Hotwheel set. I would also like
a remote control plane I will be
leaving you cookies and millk. 

Love, Declan Crutchfield

Dear Santa,
Santa, may I please have a

kitten plush? May I have gift
cards? I would also like a
iphone 12. How do you send all
the gifts on time? I will be leav-
ing yummy cookies and milk.

Love, Audrey Woodard

Dear Santa,
Santa, may I have poke-

mon cards? May I also have toy
cars? May I have a drone? Can I
also have a ipad? How do you
get a elf on the shelf? I will be
leaving you cookies and milk.

Love, Aiden Dumycz

Second graders write letters to Santa

Wed., Dec. 16: early dismissal, no lunch
Thurs., Dec. 17: hot ham & cheese on bun, au gratin pota-

toes, apricots and choice of milk
Fri., Dec. 18: pizza, corn, peaches in Jell-o and choice of

milk
Daily milk choices are fat free milk and 1% white milk. 

Lunch this week at
209U schools

Wed., Dec. 16: Froot Loops, honey gra-
hams, grape juice and choice of milk.

Thurs., Dec. 17: mini cinni, orange juice
and choice of milk

Fri., Dec. 18: Lucky Charms, goldfish gra-
hams, fruit punch and choice of milk

Daily milk choices are fat free chocolate or
1% white milk.

Breakfast at 209U schools
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Double standard
BRAIDWOOD—During the December 8th

meeting of the Braidwood City Council a resi-
dent spoke up in regards to his dissatisfaction
of the Mayor and his performance.  The com-
ments resulted in a heated back and forth
exchange of words between the resident and
the Mayor at which time the Mayor banged his
gavel to restore order and enforce the 3 minute
time limit allowed during public comment.
What's funny is that when another outspoken
critic of two other city council members went
on the attack of these commissioners over sev-
eral meetings, not once did he try to restore
order, enforce the time limit or bang his gavel.
It's nice to see that our Mayor has an obvious
double standard.

Blocked by ILGOP
WESLEY  TWP— After constantly hearing

how social media has been blocking conserva-
tive voices, I felt that it was important to illus-
trate the conservative hypocrisy behind free
speech. After asking several folks on The ILGOP
Forum, the official page of the Illinois
Republican Party has blocked me from asking
questions in response to their search for a new
ILGOP leader now that Schneider has stepped
down.  As of now, my comments are still there
for everyone to see - they do not violate their
published guidelines, there was no personal
attacks, just basic questions of what are the
GOP's Plans for the future of our state.  If the
ILGOP is going to block inquiries regarding
their plans for our future of IL, is it safe to
assume that they have no plans?

Still waiting
WILMINGTON—Do children not say

thank you anymore? The times, they are a
changing. I did when I was growing up under
my parents’ roof after receiving gifts for birth-
days, graduations etc. Still haven’t heard any-
thing from nieces that got gifts this year. There
is another old saying from the past, “Wait till
next year.” Uncle Frank

Follow procedure
BRAIDWOOD—A Braidwood resident

recently questioned a Commissioner during a
public meeting if he had received the FOIA
requests that she had sent directly to him via
email and asked why he had not fulfilled them
yet.  Why on earth would anyone submit a FOIA
request to the incorrect person and expect
them to complete it?  Everyone knows that the
City Clerk is the designated FOIA officer for the
city and that all FOIA requests get submitted to
her.  As someone who has submitted multiple
FOIA requests in the past, you would think that
they would be well aware of the correct proce-
dure.  Sounds like a fishy setup to me and a
poor excuse to create something to complain
about.

It’s their right
WILMINGTON—If anyone hasn’t noticed

there are some people who won’t shut down
some restaraunts and bars since they can’t
afford to stay shut down. Some politicians are
having them arrested. But what people really
don’t understand is that these small business
owners have become political prisoners
because they are standing up against some
politicians who have overstepped their author-
ity by allowing big business to operate freely
and  not allowing small businesses from oper-
ating so they can gain control over the lives of
the Americans. Welcome to Communism part

one.

What’s coming next?
COAL CITY—We happen to have some

schools throughout the U.S. that decided to
stop children from reading certain books like
“To Kill a Mockingbird” and “Of Mice and
Men.” This is just one more form of control of
the lives of aitizens. Next will be “Farenheit
451” which is a movie about burning books, the
tempature of which paper burns. And to go
back prior to World War II when the dicator of
Germany banned books, controlled the news
and arrested people who objected to any of
these things and even indoctrinated children
to think only one way. They also removed
radios and weapons from all the citizins and
today some of these same things are happen-
ing in America by the Democratic party which
is party of the left and so is Communism the
party of the left.

Voter fraud
Vote early, vote often! Living in the

Chicagoland area, we have all heard that say-
ing. Finding out it may be true, is dishearten-
ing. Every legally registered voter should be
angry at the possibility that there may have
been widespread voter fraud in our elections.
Nationwide, no matter what politician you
choose, you should feel confident that your
vote will not be nullified by an illegal ballot.
Before we call Biden our president, everyone
should want to make sure he won by an elec-
tion that was fair and legal. Without legal elec-
tions, our democracy will be destroyed. We
need to demand voter reform and require ID’s
to vote! Andrea Grant

One great, other not
WILMINGTON—The greatest and most

humble Republican President of the United
States was Abraham Lincoln who ended the
Civil War. The worst and most arrogant
Republican President of the United States is
Donald Trump who wants to start a Civil War!

At warp speed
SHADOW LAKES—Next week the virus

vaccine comes out thanks to Donald Trump's
Warp Speed. If Joe Biden had been president he
would have been more worried about the race
and gender of the makers.

Attendance is important
REED TOWNSHIP—The Reed Township

Republic Caucus has put together a slate of
candidates for the April election but how many
of them have ever attended a single township
meeting?  You would think that in order to
know what's going on or what you're going to
be changing as stated publicly on social media,
you would have been attending these meetings
all along.  Attending a city council meeting is
entirely different than attending a township
meeting and the way the two bodies of govern-
ment operate is completely different.  So don't
think you're going to run it like a municipal
form of government, because you can't.

Will never forget
COAL CITY—I still miss the big beatiful

white house on Broadway with the white
Christmas tree in the window. Thanks Lindy, it
was suppose to be the Lindy house but it burnt
down instead. What a beautiful house.

Tornado tax
COAL CITY—In regards to the Coal City

tornado tax. Maybe the village would have

more money to go to that if the people that we
have trusted to our money would quit spend-
ing it as if the money were coming out of their
own pocket. Spend it more carefully.

Manipulating America
SHADOW LAKES—For years there’s been

the opinion that all Americans had some form
of basic intelligence. But after seeing all the
people that want Communism to control their
lives, there is now the belief that U.S. citizens
do not even have the intelligence  to under-
stand that they have been played like balloons
filled with hot air. They are being manipulated
like puppets on a string by people who only
want to control their lives and do not care if
they live as long as the millionares and the
career politicians are able to take all the money
from them and destroy our country.
Understand that right now there are two politi-
cal parties, the Republican party and the party
of crime and corruption with dictatorship poli-
cies known as the Democratic party.

Life lesson response
WILMINGTON—I was driving through

town when my young son asked “Daddy, what
does Pritzker sucks mean?”  I told him it means
a sad, angry, possible violent person lives there
and to be safe avoid any house that has that
sign. And that goes double for confederate
flags. 

Call and complain
SHADOW LAKES—Do you want service?

There sure doesn't seem to be too much service
at US Bank. First, we close the branch, next we
cut personnel and last they went paperless.
Everything they have done is for the benefit of
them and not the customer. With the paperless
deposit, if you don't have a cell-phone you
must print your own deposit slips. The only
thing I can recommend to the patrons of the
bank is to call corporate in Minnesota and
complain. I could walk to the branch before,
now I must drive five miles.          Margot Lane

Mayhem in America
COAL CITY—Armed protesters recently

threatened Michigan’s Secretary of State and
her young child outside their home and the
children of a health official in Idaho were like-
wise endangered by mobs. A month ago 13
conspirators plotted to kidnap and kill the
Michigan governor and Wichita’s mayor was
nearly kidnapped for enforcing masks. In May
the state of Michigan shut down its state capi-
tol because men with rifles threatened the leg-
islative body. Yes, right-wingers are jeopardiz-
ing American streets as Trump overturns our
democracy. Instead of challenging the tweeter-
in-chief, the Republican Party allows law-and-
order to be abandoned. Sasha M.

Works both ways
SHADOW LAKES— To Ralph D: Just read

your commentary, and for a second,  I thought
you were talking about the Biden family, 
Always, Margot Lane

License to kill
WILMINGTON—Small businesses and

millions of unemployed Americans are hang-
ing by their fingernails trying to survive the
pandemic. But Republicans don’t care and
refuse to budge on relief legislation to help
mom and pop companies. Not only that,
Senate Leader McConnell is pushing legislation
to allow billion dollar corporations to abuse
their workers. McConnell insists that fat cats
should be able to deny employees protective
equipment and safety practices and legally get
away with it. McConnell is truly living up to his
nickname, the Grim Reaper. How much more
abuse must Americans take from the GOP?
Kate L.

Few are listening
BRAIDWOOD—Braidwood's self pro-

claimed truth seeking FOIA vigilante is costing
the taxpayers quite a bit of money.  Why does-
n't the city administrator tell the public just
how much time and money it is costing the tax-
payers for this cheerleader’s  pursuit of infor-
mation. This person is all about trying to dig up
the truth with their FOIA shovel and then
flaunting their findings about like they just did
the residents a favor and found the lost city of
Atlantis. Their intentions might be somewhat

positive, but their methods are very skewed
which is causing the exact opposite reaction
from residents than they are seeking.
Braidwood residents are smart enough to know
the truth about what's going on up in city hall
without it being shoved in front of their faces
and forced to eat it. Keep on shaking those
pom-poms because the fans in the stands are
becoming fewer and fewer.

A thousand cuts
WILMINGTON—After shredding our

democracy by a thousand cuts, President
Trump launched a coup to overturn our elec-
tion. Although the coup seems to be failing,
Trump continues to assault our republic by
reducing our nation to a third world country by
trying to strike down millions of votes and by
sending his thugs into the streets to threaten
the people’s safety. Remember when Trump
ridiculed ‘blankety-blank’ countries? The irony
is overwhelming because that’s what we’ve
become. Moreover China, wisely investing bil-
lions in those primitive African countries
which Trump despises, is playing the long
game and may soon have us under its thumb
just as Russia does already. We cannot afford
another four years of Trump’s short-sighted
foreign policies let alone his devaluation of our
representative institutions. Irene D

Thanks Donald Trump
SHADOW LAKES—Thank you, Mr.

President. Thank you, Donald J. Trump, for
your actions with the vaccine with operation
Warp Speed. Thank you for your efforts, getting
this developed,  and to the people of this coun-
try. My voice might be the only voice saying
thank you. You sure will not hear this on social
media, nor from Hollywood, nor the left who is
waiting to run our country. Very shortly you will
see China Joe, on the news saying, “look what I
have done.”  He will never be my president. 
Always,  Margot Lane

How can this be?
SHADOW LAKES—This is directed at Gary

Weidner who I believe was a professor proba-
bly educated to communism to teach young
people and also directed at Ryan Lewis, my
neighbor. It’s interesting how there seems to be
no coronavirus surges in areas that had thou-
sands of protesters for months. How is that
possible? Is this immunity through ideology?
Weidner has never answered any of my ques-
tions. I think they are too difficult, the same
thing with my neighbor. Dan Hill

CNN knows better
SHADOW LAKES—There’s no integrity any

more. CNN should lose their broadcasting
license for saying the Hunter Biden story was
just Russian disinformation when they knew
otherwise. We are now just like a communist
country where you cannot believe the media
any more.

Control freaks
SHADOW LAKES—They shut my neigh-

bor’s water off. He is out of work, his wife is
expecting and they have one child. So we ran a
garden hose from our house to theirs and
someone came knocking at our door and said if
we don’t shut that water off running to our
neighbors they will shut our water off. Can they
really do that to us? 

USA deathwish
COAL CITY—Many people that believe Joe

Biden will be a great president and that he will
do everything that his office could perform, I
do agree that he will be a great president but
only for China and all the foreign countries. He
will do everything he can to aid foreign coun-
tries to destroy the USA and the laws of the
American citizens. Since he has already stated
he is going to use presidential orders to abolish
the rights for every American citizen which
includes every Democrat in the USA, unless
you are a government  employee. It has already
been stated that the people in congress under
his rule will give themselves raises in salaries.
Just look at all the shut downs in the USA and
how the Democratic leaders are treating the
American citizens which is a small portion of
what could happen with Joe Biden as presi-
dent. Good luck trying to survive.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, calls for boycotts and
libel. In cases where the publisher selects
not to publish these remarks the news-

paper makes every effort to forward
unpublished comments to the parties to
whom they are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

To voice your opinion, please go to

www.freepressnewspapers.com, ->
Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-0317.
Please state the town in which you are
calling from or in regards to. If mailing
comments please direct them to Sound-
Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416
or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481.

The Wilmington Chamber
of Commerce is offering a $25
discount off memberships
before Dec. 31.

The incentive lowers the
cost of membership to $100
for the year 2021 as long as
payment is postmarked by
Dec. 31. 

The Wilmington Chamber
currently includes over 90
businesses who benefit from

the Chamber gift certificate
program, business network-
ing, promoting Wilmington
with its web page and social
media, the representative
voice for small business when
it comes to local, county and
state government and more.

Among the accomplish-
ments for 2020 the Chamber
started a Hometown Heroes
program - had 28 banners

installed through town; started
a tourism & beautification
program; raised funds for the
Christian Help Association;
launched a campaign to bring
benches and flower pots to the
downtown district and more.

For more information and
to complete a chamber appli-
cation to join visit www.wilm-
ingtonilchamber.org or call
815-476-5991.

Wilmington Chamber discounts membership
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Bruce and Deanna (Dede) Trotter will celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary on Dec. 18, 2020. Bruce and the former
Dede Savage were married on Dec. 18, 1970 at Hope
Presbyterian Church in Gardner. The couple has one son,
Michael (Cathy) and two granddaughters, Morgan and Lauryn.

Trotters to celebrate
50th Anniversary

Bruce and Deanna (Dede) Trotter

Wilmington VFW Post
5422 Auxiliary is sponsoring a
patriotic coloring contest for
boys and girls ages 3 through
6.

Entry forms to be colored
by youngsters from
Wilmington and Braidwood
can be picked up at the VFW,
557 W. Baltimore St.,
Wilmington.

Winners of the local con-
test will be entered into a
District competition. The
name, age and address of
child must be written on the
back of each entry.

Deadline to enter is Jan.
15, 2021. For more details call
Kathy at 815-823-4324 or 815-
926-2651.

Coloring contest underway
for those ages 3-6

The laying of wreaths at
the markers of U.S. soldiers
will take place Saturday, Dec.
19 at the Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery in Elwood.

Volunteers of all ages are
needed to place wreaths foll-
wing a brief ceremony at 11
a.m. Volunteers should dress
for the cold and show up.

Volunteers needed to lay
wreaths at veterans cemetery

With the closing of Crisis Line of Will &
Grundy counties, the Community Foundation
of Grundy County has edited 941-HELP (4357).

“The phone line for 941-HELP used to ring
at Crisis Line during evenings and weekends.
We have edited it to instead answer with a
greeting where the caller can choose to be
transferred immediately to the National Suicide
Hotline,” reported Julie Buck, executive director
of the Community Foundation of Grundy
County.

In addition to the option to transfer to the
National Suicide Hotline, callers needing assis-
tance with groceries, rent, utilities and other
resources can “Press 2” to leave a voicemail for
staff, who will return the call during the next
business day.

For those wanting to browse all of the serv-
ices available throughout Grundy County, resi-
dents can use their computers, tablets, or
smartphones to research services at
815941HELP.com

“815941HELP.com was created over 15

years ago through the Foundation’s Workforce
Development Committee of our
Communityworks project.  At the time, the
Committee felt that Grundy County doesn’t
have enough resources.  Come to find out,
Grundy has resources, but residents didn’t
know how to find them when they need them,”
explained Buck.  “The resulting 941-HELP proj-
ect started with card racks and kiosks, in addi-
tion to the phone and website, but with evolv-
ing technology and the popularity of smart-
phones and tablets, the card racks and kiosks
faded away. Now everyone can look for
resources 24/7 either by phoning 815-941-4357
(HELP) or by scrolling through
815941help.com.”

If your nonprofit or government agency
services are not listed on 815941HELP.com,
please add a new listing  by clicking the green
button at the bottom of the 815941HELP.com
page.  Service providers can also call or e-mail
the Community Foundation of Grundy County
at 941-0852 or julie@cfgrundycounty.com

941-HELP filling Crisis Line gap

Illinois residents have a
new retail option for using
Electronic Benefit Transfer
and Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (EBT
SNAP) online through
Instacart.

The Illinois Department
of Human Services announced
Monday that ALDI will accept
EBT SNAP) via Instacart,
allowing recipients access to
more fresh foods with  same-
day delivery and pick-up serv-
ices.

"The health and wellness
of Illinois families is a top pri-
ority of my administration and
I am pleased to announce this
partnership which offers
increased options for SNAP
recipients to acquire groceries
via online pickup or delivery,"
said Governor JB Pritzker. 

"Especially amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic, it's
important that all Illinois fam-
ilies have access to healthy,
nutritious options, regardless
of their background."

As part of this new pro-
gram, EBT SNAP participants
will be able to shop from ALDI
via the Instacart online site
and mobile app. To begin, eli-
gible SNAP customers can visit
www.DHS.Illinois.gov/Online
SNAP .

Once an Instacart cus-
tomer profile is created, cus-
tomers can enter their EBT
food card information as a
form of payment in their pro-
file. Customers will need a sec-
ondary form of payment for
non-food items such as taxes,
tips, and fees for delivery, per
federal guidelines.  

Customers can shop and
select items from ALDI's EBT
SNAP-eligible products. After
filling their online shopping
carts, customers can choose
grocery delivery or pickup for
their order and determine how
much of their SNAP benefit
they would like to allocate to
the order.

Illinois' initial Online
SNAP EBT option launched in
June 2020 including Amazon
and Walmart.  The Illinois
Department of Human
Services will continue working
to encourage even more
Illinois retailers to participate.

Currently, any SNAP-
Authorized Retailer can allow
for customers to complete
orders online and pay at the
store when they pick up.  The
Online EBT capability allows
the customer to complete the
entire transaction online and
avoid completing the pur-
chase at the retailer location.

ALDI joins Illinois
grocers now accepting
SNAP buying online

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – More
than 107,000 Illinois workers
filed first-time unemployment
claims last week, a 45%
increase over the week before
as the COVID-19 pandemic
continued to wreak havoc on
the state and national
economies.

The Illinois Department
of Employment Security
reported that there were
107,616 new claims filed dur-
ing the week that ended
Saturday, Dec. 5, up from
75,536 the previous week. That
compares to 14,798 initial
claims filed during the same
period last year.

That increase was part of
a nationwide trend as the
entire country has experi-
enced record numbers of new
cases and hospitalizations due
to the pandemic. But the
increase in new jobless claims
in Illinois was sharper than it
was nationally.

According to the U.S.
Department of Labor, new
unemployment claims nation-
wide rose 32% over the prior
week, to 947,504.

The number of people
receiving continuing unem-
ployment benefits has also

risen. In Illinois, that number
went up 14.5%, to 340,919,
while nationally it rose 10%, to
just under 5.8 million.

During his daily COVID-
19 briefing on Thursday, Dec.
10, Gov. JB Pritzker declined to
say whether the state’s
increase was due in any part to
the stricter Tier 3 mitigations
that went into effect Nov. 20.
Those include closing bars and
restaurants to indoor service,
closing casinos, video gaming
facilities, theaters and indoor
recreation centers, and limit-
ing the size of both indoor and
outdoor public gatherings.

New jobless claims
surge in Illinois
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Committee adjourns
after 3 meetings
in 4 months
BY SARAH MANSUR
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — After just three
hearings in four months, Democrats
on the special committee probing
House Speaker Michael Madigan’s
alleged misconduct and role in a
bribery scheme involving
Commonwealth Edison voted
Monday to end their investigation.

Throughout the combative
three-hour hearing, the three House
Republicans and three Democrats
clashed repeatedly over the rules of
procedure, disagreed about the facts
contained in the federal court docu-
ments and levied accusations of
political stunts and a “kangaroo
court.”

The House Democratic members
— Representatives Chris Welch, of
Hillside, Natalie Manley, of Joliet, and
Elizabeth Hernandez, of Cicero —
voted no on a motion, presented by
Manley, that Madigan engaged in
conduct unbecoming of legislator.

With a deadlocked vote along
party lines, the motion failed to pass.

Madigan issued a statement on
Monday that criticized his
Republican counterpart, Minority
Leader Representative Jim Durkin of
Western Springs, who filed the peti-
tion creating the committee.

“Jim Durkin insisted on initiat-
ing this political theater, and through
this process we’ve come to learn that
he was involved in the very conduct
he claims to be so offended by – rec-
ommending people for various jobs.

If Jim Durkin actually believes it is
conduct unbecoming of a legislator to
recommend people for jobs or help
constituents, he might want to review
his own hypocritical behavior. Rather
than finger pointing, I suggest we
focus on the important work that lies
ahead of us,” Madigan said in the
statement.

The Special Investigating
Committee was formed in late August
after the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Chicago charged ComEd in a deferred
prosecution agreement that alleged
ComEd officials conspired with
Madigan’s associates to secure no-
work jobs and contracts for Madigan’s
friends in exchange for favorable leg-
islation in the Illinois General
Assembly.

The committee was tasked with
investigating whether there was evi-
dence to find Madigan’s conduct was
unbecoming of a legislator and
whether Madigan should face disci-
plinary proceedings.

Under the deferred prosecution
agreement, ComEd admitted to the
bribery scheme and agreed to pay a
$200 million and cooperate with the
investigation.

Madigan has not been charged
with a crime and he denies wrongdo-
ing. He is mentioned in the deferred
prosecution agreement and indict-
ments as “Public Official A.”

In September, a former ComEd
executive, Fidel Marquez, pleaded
guilty to a role in the bribery scheme.
Last month, federal prosecutors in
Chicago indicted four others —
Michael McClain, a former ComEd
lobbyist and close Madigan confi-
dant, former ComEd CEO Anne
Pramaggiore, former ComEd execu-
tive John Hooker, and Jay Doherty, a
lobbyist who worked on contract for

ComEd — with bribery for allegedly
conspiring to influence Madigan with
no-work jobs and contracts to his
associates.

Last month, Welch released hun-
dreds of pages of documents that the
committee had requested from
ComEd, including numerous emails
between McClain and Marquez,
Pramaggiore and others seeking
favors for Madigan’s associates and
individuals from his district.

The Republicans on the investi-
gating committee — Representatives
Tom Demmer, of Dixon, Deanne
Mazzochi, of Elmhurst, and Grant
Werhli, of Naperville — extensively
referenced the emails to show
McClain was working on behalf of
Madigan, and with Madigan’s knowl-
edge, to secure jobs, contracts and
internships that were meant to curry
favor with the Speaker.

“This was not a mere job recom-
mendation, this was a demand,”
Mazzochi said in reference to an
email from McClain instructing
ComEd officials to add former CEO of
the Metropolitan Pier and Exposition
Authority Juan Ochoa to the ComEd
Board of Directors at the request of
Madigan.

Other emails show McClain ask-
ing the company to provide work for
attorney Victor Reyes and his law
firm, Reyes Kurson, again at the
request of Madigan, who is referred to
as “our Friend.”

In one email, McClain wrote, “I
am sure you know how valuable
[Reyes] is to our Friend,” and then
went on to write, “I know the drill and
so do you. If you do not get involve
[sic] and resolve this issue of 850
hours for his law firm per year then he
will go to our Friend. Our Friend will
call me and then I will call you. Is this

a drill we must go through?”
Mazzochi said the exchange was

“not a job recommendation. That is
an unethical quid pro quo.”

“These internal documents cer-
tainly confirm that there is no inno-
cent explanation,” she said. 

The three Republican House
members of the committee called for
additional witnesses to appear before
them, including those named in the
federal indictment, but a motion to
issue subpoenas failed to pass, with a
partisan vote deadlocked at 3-3.

In a news conference after the
committee adjourned, Demmer said
the Democrats on the House commit-
tee shut down their investigation.

“It was our duty to conduct this
investigation to support and try to
rebuild the integrity and trust of the
House of Representatives. But what
we saw under the leadership of
Chairman Welch was a process that
sought not to hear from additional
witnesses, sought not to have ade-
quate number of hearings and sought
to bring the committee to a conclu-
sion before we had the information
necessary to make a qualified judg-
ment,” Demmer said.

The committee met twice in
September, and has heard testimony
from only one witness, David
Glockner, the executive vice president
of compliance and audit
for Exelon Corporation, which is the
parent company of ComEd.

Democrats on the committee
also used the emails to suggest
Durkin improperly sought ComEd
jobs for his friends, citing an email
from a lobbyist for the Illinois State
Medical Society that asked McClain
to consider recommending a woman
who had been working in Durkin’s
office.

Hernandez, along with her
Democratic colleagues, maintained
that McClain’s emails simply showed
someone making job recommenda-
tions.

“Recommending jobs is legal,
and Leader Durkin asked for job rec-
ommendations too,” she said. “In nei-
ther case is this illegal or unethical.”

Furthermore, Democrats
claimed that the committee’s motive
was a power grab by Durkin in an
effort to become the next House
Speaker, even though he would need
the votes of at least 15 House
Democrats to be elected to the posi-
tion.

“This is a political show that was
concocted by Minority Leader
Durkin. It was a plain power grab by
the minority party, as the Republican
members of this committee and peti-
tioner have shown in spite of our
attempts to conduct this investiga-
tion in a nonpartisan impartial man-
ner,” Welch said during a news con-
ference following the committee’s
adjournment.

In his own statement Monday,
Durkin criticized the Democratic
members of the committee for pro-
tecting Madigan.

“The Democratic Party shows
again today there is no limit to the
lengths they will go to protect Speaker
Madigan. Chairman Welch,
Representative Hernandez and
Representative Manley have turned
the rule of law on its head by refusing
to investigate the charges and
demand the testimony of Speaker
Madigan in this scandal. I call on
Governor Pritzker to finally demand
Speaker Madigan resign as it is clear
he refuses to answer any questions
about his corrupt practices,” the
statement reads.

Democrats vote to end investigation of Madigan

ISP has seen 167%
rise in new FOID 
applications this year

BY SARAH MANSUR
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — Four
GOP state House lawmakers
on Wednesday, Dec. 9 voiced
complaints from their central
and southern Illinois con-
stituents who say they have
waited months after applying
for new or renewed gun own-
ership licenses without an
update from the Illinois State
Police amid an unprecedented
volume of applications this
year.

Representatives Avery
Bourne, R-Morrisonville, CD
Davidsmeyer, R-Jacksonville,
Patrick Windhorst, R-
Metropolis and Mike Marron,
R-Fithian, repeated their criti-
cisms of the Firearm
Ownership Identification card
and concealed carry license
systems during a virtual news
conference.

The group discussed
reforms they have suggested in
the past which have stalled in
the General Assembly.

Bourne said FOID and
concealed carry issues and
delays have been the top com-
plaint from her constituents,
eclipsed only by issues related
to unemployment.

“There is no way around
it. These people are experienc-
ing lengthy and unreasonable
delays, which is an infringe-
ment on their constitutional
rights,” Bourne said.

According to ISP, the cur-
rent average processing time
for new FOID applications is
121 days. For new CCL appli-

cations, the average process-
ing time is 145 days.

ISP, in a release issued
Dec. 8, stated the processing
times “are unacceptable.”

“Our people believe in
building a system that makes it
hard for the bad guys and sim-
ple and safe for the good guys.
The Illinois State Police will
keep pushing hard, but frankly
we will need authority from
the legislature to untangle,
streamline and integrate the
aging patchwork of FOID, con-
cealed carry, firearms transac-
tions, and records checks if we
are going to fulfill this mis-
sion,” ISP Director Brendan
Kelly said.

The Illinois State Police
Firearms Services Bureau is
responsible for issuing FOID
cards and concealed carry
licenses. Under state law, “no
person may acquire or possess
any firearm, stun gun, or
taser,” or ammunition, with-
out having a state-issued FOID
card.

ISP has 30 days from the
date it receives an application
and filing fee to either approve
or deny that request. For
renewals, state police officials
have 60 days.

State law also requires
individuals obtain an Illinois
Concealed Carry License in
order to carry a concealed
firearm in Illinois. ISP typically
has 90 days from the date it
receives an application and fee
to approve or deny the license
request. If the application does
not include a set of the appli-
cant’s fingerprints in digital
format, ISP has an additional
30 days.

ISP and Kelly are also
named in at least two pending
federal lawsuits that allege the
excessive delays in issuing new
and renewed FOID cards ren-

ders the system unconstitu-
tional because it effectively
denies Illinoisans their Second
Amendment right to possess a
gun.

The long delays and sig-
nificant backlog at the
Firearms Services Bureau trace
back to the budget impasse
under Gov. Bruce Rauner, but
these issues were exacerbated
in 2020 when the agency saw
increased applications for
FOID cards and concealed
carry licenses, according to the
news release.

ISP reported it received
147,862 FOID card applica-
tions from March through
June, and that figure was more
than double the amount
received in the prior four-
month period.

The agency reported a 167
percent increase in FOID card
applications, from 166,649 in
2017 to 445,945 as of
November 2020.

There were 144,476 new
FOID applications pending as
of Dec. 7, 2020, according to
ISP, while total new CCL pend-
ing applications are at 27,248.

Efforts at ISP to address
the backlog and delays include
hiring 21 Firearms Eligibility
Analysts since March 2020,
with 11 more set to start in
January 2021, and adding 19
temporary contracted employ-
ees to the Firearms Services
Bureau, according to the news
release.

ISP also issued an emer-
gency rule earlier this year for
FOID card and CCL holders
whose cards or licenses have
expired. The rule allows for the
card or license to remain valid
during the duration of the
state's disaster proclamation
and for 18 months following
the end of the disaster, as long
as the card or license holder

submits a renewal application.
Davidsmeyer said this

does not resolve the problem
facing his constituents with
expired cards because gun
stores can decline to sell guns
or ammunition to someone
with an expired card.

“My constituents are
going in during hunting sea-
son trying to purchase ammu-
nition or even a new gun to go
hunting, and they can't do it
because their FOID (card) is
expired. Even though the state
police have said, we are going
to extend this, the retailers are
so concerned about the liabili-
ty they may have if they do sell
to the wrong person that they
will not sell to anybody. And
it's an understandable posi-
tion to be in,” Davidsmeyer
said.

Windhorst said he would
prefer to eliminate the FOID
card requirement, although he
conceded such a proposal
would not likely pass, given
the makeup of the Illinois
General Assembly.

“But, as I continue to push
for repeal, I believe we can
pass commonsense legislation
to ease the burden on law
abiding gun owners. These
bills are designed to address
complaints about delays of the
FOID card, concealed carry
license and firearm transfer
system,” Windhorst said.

Those bills include a
measure that would eliminate
the 72-hour waiting period
after purchasing a firearm for
certain individuals who pos-
sess a valid conceal carry
license; and a measure to
require the Illinois State Police
to automatically renew any
concealed carry license hold-
ers’ FOID card, as long as their
concealed carry license is in
good standing.

Renewed calls for gun license reforms amid delays

Wrapping paper repre-
sents a few challenges when it
comes to recycling. Some is
metallic, which can't be recy-
cled. Some has glitter embed-
ded in it and can't be recycled.
While other is low quality,
heavily dyed but still recycla-
ble.

When possible, use
reusable bags and ask chil-
dren to decorate newspaper
with markers or butcher block
paper. Never place bows or
ribbons in the recycling cart.
Consider tying gifts with natu-
ral twine that can be compost-
ed. 

Wrap gifts
in newspaper
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It's the most wonderful
time of the year!  For holiday
cheer? Decorations?  Letters to
Santa?  All of those things are
wonderful, but there is one
thing that home tiki bar enthu-
siasts look forward to each
December: the arrival of white
grapefruit in local supermar-
kets.

Some drinks simply must
have white grapefruit as
opposed to the more popular
ruby red variety, and this week
we will mix up one of the all-
time greats. I'm talking about
the curiously strong sweet and
sour tiki staple, the Navy Grog.

Before we get into the
Navy Grog, let's talk white
grapefruit. They begin to
appear in produce aisles
around mid-November and
hang around until the end of
January if the growers in
Florida had a good harvest.

If a recipe is over 50 years
old and calls for grapefruit
juice, then the recipe calls for
white grapefruit juice.  Ruby
red grapefruit may rule the cit-
rus aisle in modern grocery
stores, but white grapefruit
was the only option for chefs
and bartenders of yesteryear.

Can't we substitute ruby
red grapefruit for white grape-
fruit? No.  The flavor profiles
are completely different.  Ruby
Red is tart and very sweet,
whereas the sweetness of the
white grapefruit is more sub-
dued.

The white grapefruit may
have lost the popularity con-
test to the bright ruby reds, but
the less complex sweetness of
the white grapefruit makes it
more ideal for mixing drinks.

By the way, the European
and Asian markets love white
grapefruit. Most of the white
grapefruit grown domestically
is bottled and juiced for inter-
national markets.  

If you cannot
locate fresh white
grapefruit, there
are a few juice
options available,
be sure to buy only
“100% juice”
options without
added sweetener.

A few tips and
tricks when prepar-
ing white grapefruit
for your home bar:

First, use a
juicer if you have
access to one, even
an inexpensive
juicer will get the job done.
When juicing, do not press the
fruit so hard that you force the
juice out of the pith of the fruit
as it will be a tad bitter com-
pared to the juice from the
center of the fruit.

I buy a box of white grape-
fruit every year, which yields
nearly a gallon of juice.
Another great tip for bar home
bar service is to bottle and
refrigerate the juice that you
will use over the next few days,
and freeze the rest. 

The best way to freeze
white grapefruit juice is to fill
ice trays with the grapefruit
juice, which yields perfect 1 oz.
cubes, ideal portions for mix-
ing future drinks.

Also, white grapefruit juice
is an excellent way to lightly
sweeten your fruit or vegetable
smoothie.

On to the Navy Grog. This
is an iconic drink that has been
a fan favorite at Polynesian-
themed bars and restaurants
since it was first served in 1941.
There are two main varieties of
the Navy Grog, one made
famous by Don the
Beachcomber and the other
made famous by Trader Vic.
The recipe below is closer to
the Trader Vic version.

The Trader Vic version has

had many fans over
the years, including
former president
Richard Nixon. The
rival Donn the
B e a c h c o m b e r
recipe was one of
Frank Sinatra's
favorite cocktails,
one that he would
sip while dining in
California. Do you
have a favorite ver-
sion? Let's try the
recipe below on for
size.

A quick glance
at the six-ingredient recipe
may be a bit intimidating,
knowing what to buy is half the
battle.  As far as rum goes, this
drink is best with two types of
dark rum. I like Myer's Original
Dark or Appleton 12 for the
Jamaican rum and El Dorado
12 for the demerara.  You could
also get by using Pusser's Navy
Rum, which is a blend of
Jamaican and demerara rums.

The Navy Grog calls for all-
spice dram, a pimento liqueur
that you may not run across
every day. Allspice dram is a
complex Jamaican liqueur with
notes of cinnamon, nutmeg,
and cloves that you can pre-
pare at home using any num-
ber of online recipes.  

If you do not have the time
or the ingredients to go the DIY
route, pick up a bottle of St.
Elizabeth Allspice Dram, a
high-quality liqueur made in
the Jamaican tradition. It does-
n't smell or taste like anything
else, and less always more
when using allspice dram.
However, you will not achieve
Navy Grog nirvana without it.

If it seems out of season to
drink tropical drinks in
December, think of it as an
escape.  Perhaps this is a drink
that we would have had on
vacation this year had we taken

vacations. Also, if you start
working on your Navy Grog
now, you will have it perfected
by summer. Just in time for the
Navy Grog's 80th birthday.
Hopefully we can add that to a
lengthy “cause for celebration”
list in 2021.

The Navy Grog is built in
shaker and served in an ice-
filled double Old Fashioned
glass.

Combine in shaker:
3/4 oz. fresh lime juice

1/2 oz. fresh white grape-
fruit juice

1 oz. dark Jamaican rum
1 oz. demerara rum
1/2 oz. simple syrup
1/4 oz. St. Elizabeth

Allspice Dram
Shake with ice and strain

into ice-filled glass
Garnish with lime wheel
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly.

Escape holiday stress with a tropical drink in December

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

Olivet Nazarene
University in Bourbonnais has
named seven area residents to
its fall 2020 dean’s list.

To qualify for inclusion on
the dean’s list, a student must
have been enrolled as a full-
time undergraduate student

and must have attained a
semester grade point average
of 3.5 or higher on a 4.0 grad-
ing scale.

Earning a spot on the list
are Faith Vinci, of Custer Park,
and Braidwood residents
Rachel Barks and McKenna

Snyder. 

Also Sean Micetich, of

Coal City, and Wilmington res-

idents Matthew Baumeister,

Conner Dempsay and Abby

Holmes. 

Seven from area make Olivet dean’s  list
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KYLE, TX—Raymond T.
Briggs Jr., 68, passed away
peacefully in his home in
Kyle, TX on Dec., 5, 2020,

after a long and courageous battle
with cancer.

Ray was born on May 25, 1952 in
Chicago to Raymond T. Briggs Sr. and
Joan (Thompson) Briggs. In 1973, Ray
married Linda (Recchia) in Chicago.
Ray attended Bogan High School before
joining the Army. He served our country for
6 years and always made sure to support our
veterans. Throughout his life, Ray was most
proud to provide for his wife and children, and
exceptionally proud that all of his children grad-
uated college.

In his free time, he was an avid Chicago
Bears and White Sox fan. He enjoyed vintage
cars and loved Chicago style pizza.  Nothing
made him happier than going to his oldest
grandson’s baseball games, his granddaughters’
dance recitals, and experiencing his youngest
grandson’s giggles.

He will be most remembered for his gen-
erosity and putting everyone else’s needs before
himself. Everyone knew Ray by his old school
mustache, great sense of humor, and we all
enjoyed his South Side Chicago accent.  

Ray is survived by his wife of 47 years, Linda
(Recchia) Briggs; daughter, Michelle; her hus-
band, Scott and grandchildren: Nico, Brixie Sue
and Savannah; son, Scott; his wife, Elicia and

step-grandchild, Monyca; son, Jeff; his
wife, Natalie and grandchild, Wyatt and

son, Steven and his fiancé, Marcela.
Ray is also survived by his siblings:
Jean Wagner, Jackie Durrant and Mary
Porter.

A private family service was held
on Sunday, Dec. 13, 2020 at Baskerville
Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in

Wilmington and the virtual service is
accessible by logging onto his memorial

page.
Raymond was laid to rest with military

honors at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery
in Elwood. Due to cemetery limitation of only
10 being able to be in attendance, this virtual
service event is also accessible by logging onto
his memorial page.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
memorials in Ray's name to the Wounded
Warriors Project https://support.woundedwar-
riorproject.org would be appreciated.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Ray's memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Raymo
nd-BriggsJr

Funeral services and arrangements were
made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington,
Illinois.

Raymond T. Briggs Jr.

SOUTH WILMINGTON—Michael
Wayne Davies “Miky,” 37, of  South
Wilmington, passed away on Dec. 6,
2020. He was born Nov. 7, 1983.

Michael will be missed by so
many, including his mother, Karyn
Mitchell, of South Wilmington; his

dad, Mark A Page, of Elgin, IL; Auntie’s
Jo Jo (Robert Dwyer), of Flannigan and
Dawn Temke and family, of Kentucky;
cousins: Nicole (Mike Corrigan) and fam-
ily, of Flannigan and Anthony (Megan
Dwyer) and family, of Hoffman Estates and

uncle, Robert Davies, of Lansing, IL
He will be missed by many other

family members and friends. Miky
could walk into a room knowing no

one and walk out  with many friends. 
Cremation arrangements have

been made under the direction and
care of Planet Green Cremations,

Glennwood, IL. 
There will be no  memorial or serv-

ices. Michael will be brought home to
his mother where he belongs. Rest in

Peace sweet baby, your fight is over.

Michael W. Davies

RIVERVIEW, FL— Ryan S. Ford, 31,
passed away on Friday, Nov. 27, 2020, at
home in Riverview, FL after an asthma
attack.

Born July 17, 1989 in Joliet, he was
the son of devoted mother, Brenda
“Kat” Falasca Ford, of Riverview, FL
and father, Sean L. Ford, of
Wilmington. 

Ryan was raised in Coal City. He
was a graduate of Coal City Elementary
and High School. He attended college at
Scottsdale Community College. He was
employed at Ford Family Law and worked from
home. As a child, he enjoyed Motocross. He also
enjoyed riding dirt bikes, fishing, Ultimate
Online, visiting his grandparents in Arizona and
vacationing in Hayward, WI. He had many

friends in Arizona and Illinois.
Surviving are his mother and father,

his brother and best friend, Brandon
“Bubba” Ford, of Riverview, FL; sib-
lings: Courtney Simons, Adam and
Carly Ford; his maternal grandpar-
ents, Jack and Lori Reid, of Falasca,
Corpus Christi, TX; his aunt, Linda

Falasca  Haley, of Chippewa Falls, WI;
his paternal grandparents, Lawrence

“Cubby” and Joy Watson Ford, of Mesa,
AZ; uncles, Shane Ford, of San Francisco,

CA and Jason Ford, of Gilbert, AZ and nieces
and nephews.

At Ryan's request, cremation rites have
been accorded. A memorial service will be held
at a later date.

Ryan S. Ford

CUSTER PARK—Harry Wayne
Lambert, 69, of Custer Park, former-
ly of Bradenton, FL, passed away
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020 at his home.

Born Dec. 20, 1950 in Joliet, Harry was a son
of Elra and Frieda (Krumwiede) Lambert. He
was raised and educated in Wilmington, and
graduated from Wilmington High School with
the class of 1969. Harry enlisted into the United
States Army in 1970, and served until his honor-
able discharge in 1972. He lived in Bradenton,
FL for many years and worked for Harllee
Packaging Inc. in Palmetto, FL as a foreman
until his retirement. 

Following his retirement, Harry moved to
Custer Park and was a member of the Loyal
Order of Moose Lodge 241. He found great joy in
being outdoors and watching local wildlife.
Harry was an avid gardener who loved to tend
to his flowers and vegetable garden. He enjoyed
cooking and canning, and loved to read. Harry
had a great appreciation for animals, especially
his feline companion, Pita.

Survivors include his wife, Narcisa (Cleary)
Lambert; three siblings: Marilyn Scholari, of
Joliet; Richard (Judy) Lambert, of Jordan, MN
and Charlene (Bill) Engler, of Hixton, WI; one
brother-in-law, Roy Stuart, of Kankakee and
numerous nieces and nephews, as well as his
life long friend, Marie Calhoun.

Harry was preceded in death by his par-
ents, his brothers: Tommy, Elra, Elwin, Elwood,
Jim, Gene and John and his sisters: Janice
Stuart, Janet Adamson and Charlotte
O'Donnell.

Per Harry's wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded and memorial services will be
held at a later date.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs, and
share Harry's memorial page by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

Harry Lambert

WILMINGTON—Frank A. Mantia Jr.,
67, of Wilmington, passed away sudden-
ly on Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020 at Riverside
Medical Center in Kankakee.  

He was born June 9, 1953 in Joliet,
the son of Frank and Edith (Fortey)
Mantia. He was a graduate of
Wilmington High School and Joliet
Junior College. Upon graduation from
high school, Frank became a proud
member of Ironworkers Union Local #444
in Joliet, retiring in 2016 following 45 years
of service.

In his free time, Frank enjoyed boating on
Lake Michigan while spending many weekends
and holidays at North Port Marina. He also
enjoyed Chicago Bears football and had a pas-
sion for animal rescue. Frank will continue to
enhance lives by his gift of organ and tissue
donation through the Gift of Hope Network.

Frank is survived by his loving partner in

life, Cheryl-Ann Koren; sisters, Phyllis
Mantia and Gayle (Dennis) VanDuyne
of Henderson, NV; brothers, William
and Scott Mantia, both of Wilmington.
Frank was also the proud uncle of
Evan, Jack and David VanDuyne, of
Henderson, NV.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles

and cousins.
As it was Frank's request, cremation

rites will be accorded.  Due to Covid-19
restrictions, service and burial honoring
Frank's life will be held at a later date for all
family and friends.  Details will be forthcoming.  

To visit his Memorial Tribute go to
www.fredcdames.com to share a favorite mem-
ory or leave an online condolence.

Fred C. Dames Funeral home in Joliet is in
charge of arrangements.

Frank A. Mantia Jr.
DIAMOND—Peter Odo, 70, of

Diamond, passed away Monday, Dec. 14,
2020 at Morris Hospital.

Peter was born Oct. 9, 1950 in
Chicago, IL. He was raised and educat-
ed in Braidwood, and graduated from
Reed-Custer High School with the
class of 1968. On Aug. 17, 1970, Peter
married Linda L. Endrst in Morris, and
together they would raise their family in
Diamond.

He served as a police officer in Coal City
from 1972 to 1986. Peter then entered the truck-
ing profession and was a proud member of
Teamsters Local Union 710 and 736. He was also
a member of Assumption Catholic Church in
Coal City and the Coal City Area Club. Peter was
an avid fisherman and looked forward to any
opportunity he had to go fishing, especially his
family trips to Cape Faar, MO. More than any-
thing, he was a true family man that devoted
himself to being a loving husband and father,
and cherished anytime spent with his grand-
children.

Survivors include his wife of 50 years, Linda
Odo, of Diamond; four daughters: Kimmy Odo,
Tami (Peter) Maland, Shari (Chad) Talkington
and Gina (Keith) Wharrie, all of Coal City; seven

grandchildren: Dakota and Carson
Collins, Rita, Peter and Charles Maland
and Gwen and Thor Wharrie; sister-in-
law, Janice "Pinky" (the late Ed
"Butch") Olson, of Coal City; brother-
in-law, Dave Powell. of Coal City; sev-
eral nieces and nephews, as well as
Tony Maland, who was like family to

Peter.
Peter was preceded in death by his

mother-in-law and father-in-law, John
and Rita (Girot) Endrst, and his sister-in-

law, Janet Powell.
Per Peter's wishes, cremation rites are

being accorded and he will be laid to rest at a
later date.

In lieu of flowers, please make any dona-
tions in Peter's memory to: St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas Place,
Memphis, TN 38105.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs, and
share Peter's memorial page by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com

Cremation services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Peter Odo

BRAIDWOOD—Leslie (Sutter)
Wessman, 71, a 17 year resident of
Braidwood, passed away Dec. 13, 2020
in Temecula, CA.

She was born Aug. 18, 1949 to Lee
and Ruth Sutter. She was a member of
The Lighthouse Church of Alsip and
Wilmington Church of the Nazarene.
Leslie loved the Lord and her family
with her whole heart. She was always
around with a smile, talking to everyone
she met, writing in her bible, tending to her
garden, dancing with her tambourine and bells
on at church, or sitting around the campfire

playing music with her husband, Kurt.
Leslie sang to her own beat loud

enough for all to hear, spreading joy
and love everywhere she went. 

She is survived by her husband,
Kurt Wessman; sister, Dawn (John)
Pecnick; sons: Eventide (Nicole)
Wessman, Luke (Ashli) Wessman and

Judah (Ashley) Wessman; daughter,
Sara Wessman and grandchildren:

Celeste, Angelina, Cole and Gwendolyn.
She was preceded in death by her par-

ents, Lee and Ruth Sutter and brothers, Scott
and Bradley Sutter.

Leslie Wessman

As the year comes to a
close the Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery board would like
everyone to think about family,
friends and loved ones buried
at the cemetery.  The board is
in great need of financial help
to keep the cemetery running.
They run strictly on grave sales
and burials with  no other
source of income.

The following donations
to the Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery are gratefully
acknowledged by the
Braceville-Gardner Cemetery
Association.

In memory of Nels Olson
family, by Alan and Beth Olson.

In memory of Delores and
Donald Vacca, by John Vacca
and family.

In memory of loved ones,
by Marvin and Kris Perino.

In memory of Wharrie
Family, by Larry and Shirley
Wharrie.

In memory of Sam
Brancato, by Avis Brancato.

In memory of loved ones,
by D Construction family.

In memory of John,
Elizabeth, Nell and Gary Jr., by

Gary Lissy.
In memory of Kathy

Kratochvil, by Lynn Kratochvil.
In memory of Mable and

Jim Morris and Gordie Allison,
by Wayne and Joyce Morris and
family.

In memory of Allison fam-
ily, by Allison Family Farm.

In memory of Herman
and Mary Cullick, by Bernie
and Debra Burla.

In memory of family and
friends, by Scott Benson.

In memory of loved ones,
by Shirley Simpson.

In memory of loved ones,
by Shirley and John Lardi.

In memory of Junior W.
Zilm, by Bettie Zilm.

In memory of Iona Rabe,
and Smith family, by Ray and
Bonnie Hill.

In memory of Edwin and
Ann Cromp, by Marla Cromp.

In memory of John
McLuckie, by Tessler family.

In memory of Isaac and
Russell Bull, by Betty Bull.

In memory of Ida and Jeff
Grant, by Bernard Grant.

In memory of Gary Lissy
Jr., Audrey Endrst and Keith

Wills, by Raymond and Kathy
Lissy and Bonnie and Steve
Raulerson.

In memory of David Allen
Sinnott, by Ernadine Sinnott.

In memory of David Allen
Sinntt, by Scott and Lynn
Allison.

In memory of loved ones,
by Beverly Grant.

In memory of Audrey
Endrst, by Guy and Marilyn
Huston family.

In memory of Cobb family
by Gretchen Marks and Terri
Bailey.

In memory of Audrey
Endrst, by Robert Barre.

In memory of Vidmar fam-
ily, by Vidmar family.

In memory of loved ones,
by John and Shirley Lardi. 

Donations can be sent to
Braceville/Gardner Cemetery,
7295 W. Braceville Rd., PO Box
246, Braceville, IL 60407. The
association appreciates all
donations during these trying
economic times.

Board of Directors
Braceville-Gardner 

Cemetery Association

Braceville-Gardner Cemetery donations

Illinois businesses
see 39.2 percent
drop in revenue
BY GREG BISHOP
THE CENTER SQUARE

Illinois has lost more than
a third of its small businesses
since the beginning of the
year, according to
TrackTheRecovery.org.

A small business associa-
tion said it is heartbreaking.

The data compiled by
Harvard and Brown universi-
ties and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation shows as of
Nov. 16, the number of small
businesses open decreased by
35.4 percent compared to
January of this year.

The national average
businesses not open com-
pared to January is 28.9 per-
cent fewer. Washington D.C.
had the worst loss at 47.1 per-
cent fewer small businesses.
Nebraska and North Carolina
had the best showing at 20.5
percent fewer.

Small business revenues
have also taken a hit nation-
wide. The national average is a

decrease of 32.1 percent in
small business revenue since
January. Washington D.C. had
the worst loss in the nation at
61.6 percent. Oregon small
businesses lost 16.3 percent.
Illinois small businesses saw
39.2 percent decline in rev-
enue since January.

National Federation of
Independent Business Illinois
State Director Mark Grant said
Illinois isn’t the worst in the
nation.

“But that’s no consolation
for somebody who has had to
close their business and it’s
really, really difficult to see
this,” Grant said.

He said Illinois was a
tough place to run a business
before the pandemic with
higher costs like property
taxes and workers’ comp,
among other policies.

“Just make it tougher for
the business owner and the
pandemic and of course all the
closures, the reduced hours,
and reduced amount of traffic,
have just exacerbated that
tremendously,” Grant said.

While many businesses
have thrown in the towel or
decided to retire early, he sees
many young entrepreneurs

determined to keep going as a
hopeful sign.

“It’s really heartening to
see that generation, some of
our younger folks, who are just
really working hard to get
through this, because there is
a light at the end of the tun-
nel,” Grant said.

But part of the challenge
is the uncertainty of the gover-
nor’s executive orders, which
have changed month-to-
month and seem open-ended
pending a vaccine. He also
worried about where the state
could look to make up lost tax
revenue.

“It will probably be target-
ed towards the business com-
munity and so there are con-
cerns about that,” Grant said.
“I know there have always
been concerns about taxes on
services.”

Besides the flat income
tax, Illinois also taxes goods,
but does not tax services.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker has said
he will focus on cuts before tax
increases to balance the budg-
et, but last week he announced
$2 billion of additional bor-
rowing from the federal gov-
ernment to cover short term
spending.

More than one-in-three small 
businesses closed since January



Dear Savvy Senior,
My mom, who’s 76, has become
more forgetful lately and is
worried she may be getting
Alzheimer’s disease. What
resources can you recommend
to help us get a handle on this? 
Oldest Daughter

Dear Oldest,
Many seniors worry about

memory lapses as they get
older, fearing it may be the first
signs of Alzheimer’s disease or
some other type of dementia.
To get some insight on the seri-
ousness of your mom’s prob-
lem, here are some key warn-
ing signs to be vigilant of and
some resources you can turn to
for help.  

Warning Signs
As we grow older, some

memory difficulties ‹ such as

trouble remembering names
of people or places or forget-
ting where you put your glasses
or car keys ‹ are associated with
normal aging. But the symp-
toms of Alzheimer’s disease are
much more than simple mem-
ory lapses. 

Knowing the early warn-
ing signs is a good first step in
recognizing the difference
between typical age-related
memory loss and a more seri-
ous problem. To help you eval-
uate your mom’s condition,
here’s a checklist of some com-
mon early symptoms to watch
for: 

• Asking the same ques-
tions repeatedly.

• Getting lost in familiar
areas.

• Failing to recognize
familiar people.

• Having diffi-
culty following
directions.

• Misplaces
items in inappropri-
ate places, for exam-
ple putting her keys
in the microwave.

• Having diffi-
culty completing
familiar tasks like
cooking a meal or
paying a bill.

• Having trouble
remembering com-
mon words when
speaking or mixing up words.

For more information, see
the Alzheimer’s Association list
of 10 early signs and symptoms
at 10signs.org.

Another good tool to help
you evaluate your mom is the
S e l f - A d m i n i s t e r e d

Gerocognitive
Exam (SAGE
test) that was
developed at
The Ohio State
U n i v e r s i t y
Wexner Medical
Center. This free
test helps iden-
tify mild cogni-
tive impairment
and early
dementia and
can be taken at
home in about
10 to 15 min-

utes. The SAGE test can be
taken online at BrainTest.com.

Get Help
If you would rather have

professional assistance in eval-
uating your mom, the
Alzheimer’s Foundation of
America (see alzfdn.org) is

another good resource you can
turn to.

Every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday they provide free,
confidential virtual memory
screenings done via video chat
in real time. Your mother will
need a phone, tablet or com-
puter with a webcam and
internet capability to complete
the screening. 

The screenings are given
by healthcare professionals
and take about 10 to 15 min-
utes to complete. Once the
screening is complete, the
screener will review the results
with her and let her know if she
should see a doctor for further
evaluation. To set up a memory
screening for your mom call
866-232-8484 and make an
appointment.

If you find that your mom
does need further evaluation,
make an appointment with her
primary care doctor for a cog-
nitive checkup and medical

examination. Depending on
what’s found, she may be
referred to a geriatrician or
neurologist who specializes in
diagnosing and treating mem-
ory loss or Alzheimer’s disease. 

Keep in mind that even if
your mom is experiencing
some memory problems, it
doesn’t necessarily mean she
has early-stage Alzheimer’s.
Many memory problems are
brought on by other factors
like stress, depression, thyroid
disease, side effects of medica-
tions, sleep disorders, vitamin
deficiencies and other medical
conditions. And by treating
these conditions she can
reduce or eliminate the prob-
lem. 

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or
visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the
NBC Today show and author of
“The Savvy Senior” book.
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SAVVY SENIOR

Jim Miller

A cuddly-looking baby
opossum nestled in the woods
won November's portion of
the Forest Preserve District of
Will County's Preserve the
Moment photo contest.

The picture was taken by
Teresa Wisnieski at Lower Rock
Run - I&M Canal Access in
Joliet.

Wisnieski, of Joliet, who is
an emergency room techni-
cian at Edward Hospital in
Naperville, said her hikes in
the preserve and her wildlife
viewing and photography have
all helped with the stress of the
COVID-19 pandemic at work.

"It has been a great source
of happiness during the pan-
demic," she said. "It is such a
good stress reliever to get out-
side and be in nature. It's a
great source of relaxation. That
preserve is so full of wildlife
and nature and it's ever chang-
ing."

On a recent hike, she
heard some rustling in the
woods and looked down and
saw a large opossum foraging
for food. She watched it for a
while until she noticed a baby
opossum waiting for the larger
opossum, which appeared to
be the baby's mother. So
Wisnieski quickly snapped
some photos of the pink-nosed
baby, with its pink paw resting
on a fallen tree, and then left it
alone so as not to disturb the
creatures.

"It made me smile
because it's such a cute little
opossum," she said of the mar-
supial in her winning photo.
"So I thought I would share it
(to the contest) because it
brought me some joy."

Wisnieski also has begun
sharing her photos to the
Forest Preserve's Will County
Wildlife Facebook group.

"I look forward to contin-

ued walks in the preserves and
sharing my photos with others
online," she said. "Thanks to
those behind the scenes who
give us nature lovers a place to
go to share photos and also
stories to read that help us
learn more about the nature
and preserves in Will County."

Honorable mentions for
November were awarded to:
Matt Serafini, of Lockport, for a
photo of a camouflaged deer in
tall grass at Lockport Prairie
Nature Preserve in Lockport
Township; Tyler Paul, of
Wilmington, for a photo of a
great horned owl roosting in a

tree at Forked Creek Preserve
in Wilmington; Michael
Masallis, of Naperville, for a
photo of oil beetles "snug-
gling" at Braidwood Dunes and
Savanna Nature Preserve in
Reed Township and Caitlin
Satalic, of Plainfield, for a
photo of a colorful cecropia
caterpillar at Lockport Prairie
Nature Preserve.

Wisnieski is the seventh
monthly winner in the 2020
photo contest. Only one more
monthly winner will be chosen
by a panel of judges before the
contest concludes Dec. 31. In
January, all eight monthly win-

ners will vie for top honors via
public voting on the District's
Facebook page.

Monthly photo contest
winners receive $75 gift cards.
Overall winners chosen in
January will receive
MasterCard gift cards worth
$500 for first place, $250 for
second place and $150 for
third place. The photo contest
is sponsored by The Nature
Foundation of Will County.

For more details on the
contest, including how to enter
and the rules, visit www.recon-
nectwithnature.org.

Winning opossum pic brings joy to ER tech during pandemic

Courtesy photo by Teresa Wisnieski

JOLIET RESIDENT Teresa Wisnieski, who works as an ER tech at Edward Hospital in Naperville, won
November’s portion of the Forest Preserve District of Will County’s photo contest with this photo of
a baby opossum.

Noticing Memory Problems? What to Do Next
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SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

Dear EarthTalk: The holidays
are so wasteful given all the
consumerism and decora-
tions. Do you have any tips for
making this year's celebration
less wasteful?

-- Shelly R., New York, NY

The holidays are indeed a
hugely wasteful time of the
year, but there are many ways
we can reduce our impact and
still enjoy this special season.

Gift wrap is a great place
to start. Much of the wrap we
buy in stores can't be recycled
because of its mixture of paper
with glitter, plastic, dyes, lami-
nate and other materials, so it
goes straight to the landfill
after we use it once.

Wrapping gifts in brown
grocery bags or parcel paper
makes use of an everyday item
that you may already have in
your home while keeping your
wrapping recyclable. Cut open
paper bags from the grocery
store, wrap up your present
like you would with any other
kind of paper, and tie it up
using recyclable twine, paper
ribbon or a shoelace (you can
even put it back in the shoe
later).

To decorate your gifts, use

stamps and leafy embellish-
ments to make for a cute or
sophisticated look. Go out into
your neighborhood to forage
for flowers or shoots of leaves
to slip under your ribbon or
twine. Another alternative to
wrapping with brown paper is
wrapping your gift with a scarf
(two presents in one)! 

The debate over which
kind of Christmas tree (real or
artificial) is better for the envi-
ronment has been raging for a
long time, but the real right
answer is a live tree that you
can plant in the ground out-
side after the holidays. If you
decide to get a cut tree, look
for one that's grown sustain-
ably and pesticide-free.

Going to the closest tree
farm lowers the carbon foot-
print of buying a tree that was

imported. If you want to get
an artificial tree, most experts
agree that you would need to
reuse it for about 18 years to
keep the environmental
impact lower than that of a
real tree.

There are plenty of ways
to decorate your home fes-
tively for the holiday seasons
without being wasteful. First
of all, if you already have dec-

orations, use them! If you
don't, try DIYing your decora-
tions this year.

You can use recycled
paper or salt dough to make
ornaments for your tree, and
collect branches, holly, and
leaves outside to create a
wreath to hang on your door.
Additionally, if you enjoy
advent calendars for the
month of December, try
investing in a reusable wooden
one this year so that you can
fill it up with your own favorite
treats, toys, or surprises for
years to come. 

It's also important to be
conscious consumers while
we shop for holiday gifts. Be
sure to think (and think again)
before buying something this
season. Try to buy long-lasting
gifts and shop at small, sus-
tainable and/or local busi-
nesses to make your shopping
greener.

Etsy is a great place to find
small businesses that sell ethi-
cal and sustainable products.
Finally, if you enjoy unwrap-
ping your creative side over
the holidays, making your own
gifts (upcycling thrifted
clothes, jams or chutneys,
knitting, painting, pickling or
whatever you want to do) is
another way to reduce waste.
Cheers for the holidays, and
have a crafty one!

EarthTalk® is produced a
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk.
See more at
https://emagazine.com. Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

Tips for making Christmas less wasteful

Courtesy Photo by Marco Verch

WRAPPING GIFTS IN brown grocery bags or parcel paper makes
use of an everyday item that you may already have in your home
while keeping your wrapping recyclable.

Ezike lauds vaccination as 
‘beginning of the end’ of pandemic
BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – Five health care workers at a hospital in
Peoria became the first people in Illinois to receive a COVID-19
vaccine Tuesday, Dec. 15 marking what Illinois Department of
Public Health Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike called “the beginning of
the end” of the pandemic.

The vaccine, developed by the drug companies Pfizer and
BioNTech, was granted Emergency Use Authorization by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration last week and is now being
shipped throughout the United States. Early studies have shown
that after two doses that are given 21 days apart, the vaccine is
95 percent effective in preventing the disease.

The FDA is also expected to approve a second vaccine from
the drug company Moderna, possibly before the end of the
week.

But Ezike said even as more vaccines become available, it
will take several months to reach everyone in Illinois.

“I think most of 2021 will be spent in this effort,” Ezike said
at the event at OSF St. Francis Medical Center in Peoria. “But I'm
excited for the engagement and for the support of the commu-
nity to get this done as rapidly as possible.”

Guidelines from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the state’s own vaccination plan calls for health
care workers and residents of long-term care facilities to be the
first in line for the vaccine.

“People getting vaccinated, particularly our health care
workers, is an exciting moment,” Gov. JB Pritzker said. “I hope
that everybody will take note that you were part of this and wit-
nessed this. These health care workers have been working all
throughout this pandemic, taking care of people on the front
lines. These are our heroes.”

In addition to the supply of vaccines going to the state, the
federal government is also shipping vaccines directly to Cook,
Lake, Madison and St. Clair counties.

Pritzker said he expects roughly 85,000 people in Illinois will
receive their first dose of the vaccine this week. Those doses are
being shipped to 96 hospitals in 50 counties that have had the
highest death rates from the disease.
The release of the vaccine in Illinois came on a day when the
state recorded another 117 virus-related deaths, bringing the
total number of fatalities since the pandemic began to 14,509.

Photo courtesy of blueroomsream.com

CHEMICA JONES, 41, a certified nursing assistant, receives one of
the first COVID-19 vaccines administered in Illinois during an event
Tuesday at OSF St. Francis Medical Center in Peoria. 

First health care workers vaccinated
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Outsiders may not get it,
but it makes some sense that
the majority of House
Democrats still back House
Speaker Michael Madigan's
reelection.

He's been a genius at get-
ting things done for his caucus.
He is loyal to his people and
has infinitely more institution-
al memory and can pull more
strings and push more buttons
than anyone alive.

In his nearly 50 years in
office, Madigan has been heav-

ily involved with four legisla-
tive remap processes and has
been in the House for five of
them.

Madigan has played a
decisive role in every income
tax increase (temporary and
permanent) since the tax was
established in 1969 - and he
was a delegate to the constitu-
tional convention which creat-
ed it.

He has also negotiated
dozens of budgets since he
became House Speaker in

1983.
His campaign

operation meticu-
lously tracks the
number of
knocked doors in
contested races
and every contact
made, and he
reviews that data
each week and
calls candidates to
provide his feed-
back. He knows
how to win.

And at this
moment in history, with redis-
tricting coming up, a huge rev-
enue shortfall, horrific budget
problems, a massively destruc-
tive pandemic causing ram-
pant suffering and, in less than
two years, a midterm election
under a Democratic president
(with a new map), most of his
members are rightly worried
sick.

For these and many other
reasons, this is exactly the
moment when his members
would need Madigan the most,
and he most certainly knows
this and is deftly playing on
that angst as 19 of his members
are in open revolt.

But the sweeping and
aggressive federal investiga-
tion is this/close to Madigan
now. Despite all of his protests
of innocence and some rea-
sonable arguments that he did
nothing illegal, the G is obvi-
ously after Madigan's head.

Gov. JB Pritzker has taken
loads of heat for not pushing
Madigan out of office, even
though he couldn't do it if he
tried. Pritzker is up for reelec-
tion in 2022 and a Madigan
reelection would certainly
mean big trouble. Yes, Pritzker
won by 16 points two years
ago, but that was during an
unpopular Republican presi-
dent's midterm against a
super-weak incumbent. He's
going to have to hustle to win.

A gubernatorial con-
frontation with a reelected
Madigan is inevitable.

P r i t z k e r
pledged during
the campaign and
ever since taking
office that he will
veto a legislative
redistricting plan
that isn't "fair"
which was defined
(by me) in March
of 2018 as any pro-
posal "that is in
any way drafted or
created by legisla-
tors, political
party leaders

and/or their staffs or allies."
So, when Madigan told the

House Black Caucus during a
recent private meeting that he
is the best person to draw the
new map, he guaranteed that
Pritzker had to veto it. There
will be no finessing Pritzker's
pledge. And overriding a veto
will be hugely difficult because
suburbanites who ran as good
government types in swing dis-
tricts and true-blue progres-
sives are gonna be in a major
quandary. It's pretty difficult to
see how this fight gets as far as
an override showdown.

Speaker Madigan also said
during the meeting that he was
prepared to pass another
income tax increase if the gov-
ernor requests it. Like with his
remap pledge, his statement
likely killed the already very
slim prospects for a tax hike.

Just imagine the governor
(or any vulnerable Democrat)
running in 2022 with Madigan
still in office, a Madigan-drawn
district map in place and a
Madigan tax hike. Maybe the
Democrats will get lucky and
the Republicans will nominate
unelectable far-right candi-
dates, but basing your plan on
your opponent collapsing is
never a wise idea.

So, it's just difficult to see
how Speaker Madigan can
keep all the reelection cam-
paign promises he's making.

If he wants to avoid the
risk of a new district map being
possibly drawn by the

Republicans after a losing veto
fight, he'll likely have to submit
to a new process which won't
be nearly as advantageous to
his members. 

A Madigan-backed tax
hike is pretty much out of the
question. Same goes for a gim-
micky Madigan budget. And
while he's been the patronage
and fixer king for decades, how
much can he actually accom-
plish for his members when
he's under this horribly dark
cloud?

No matter what, Madigan
still has his unmatchable cam-
paign prowess going for him.

But if he somehow manages to

flip enough votes to get

reelected in the first place and

the feds don't take him out, the

reality going forward will be

much different than he's mak-

ing it out to be.

Rich Miller also publishes

Capitol Fax, a daily political

newsletter, and CapitolFax.

com.

Madigan still the fixer king who gets things done

Illinois gas prices have
fallen 1 cent per gallon in the
past week, averaging $2.16/g
Monday, according to
GasBuddy's daily survey of
4,378 stations. Gas prices in
Illinois are  unchanged versus
a month ago and stand 40.7
cents per gallon lower than a
year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois is priced at
$1.11/g Monday while the
most expensive is $2.81/g, a
difference of $1.70/g. The low-
est price in the state is $1.11/g
while the highest is $2.81/g, a
difference of $1.70/g.

The national average price
of gasoline has fallen 0.7 cents
per gallon in the last week,
averaging $2.14/g Monday.
The national average is up 1.4
cents per gallon from a month
ago and stands 41.4 cents per
gallon lower than a year ago.

Neighboring areas and
their current gas prices:Peoria-
$2.24/g, down 2.1 cents per
gallon from last week's

$2.26/g.St. Louis- $1.91/g,
down 0.3 cents per gallon from
last week's $1.91/g.
Champaign- $2.13/g,
unchanged  from last week's
$2.13/g.

“After gas prices spiked
last week in their biggest week-
ly rise since August, we've seen
them cool back down for the
time being. With COVID-19
cases continuing to rise and
restrictions weighing on gaso-
line demand, we're likely to
see optimism over vaccina-
tions offset by lower current
demand for the most part,”
said Patrick De Haan, head of
petroleum analysis for
GasBuddy.

“In the weeks ahead as
that balance shifts and mil-
lions get the vaccination, if
things look much improved, I
would expect for a longer
upward move in gas prices. For
now, however, the holidays will
be marked by the lowest sea-
sonal prices in years.” 

Illinois gas prices
cool down from
last week’s spike
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

PROMOTIONAL OF-
FER - take $75 off 1st 
month rent. Coal City, 
ground level, 2BR, 
1BA, living room, dining 
room, laundry room 
w/washer-dryer hookup 
in your apt. Lots of 
closet space, outdoor 
storage shed, small 
deck & patio. 1 year 
lease, NO PETS,
$795/mo. Call 815-634-
2294. cc51a-1b

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Very nice large 2 BR 
apt. in South Wilming-
ton, 1,400 sq. ft., no 
pets, $650/mo. plus 
utilities, call any time, 
815-302-4406. cc49b-53a

AUTOS

2005 Chrysler 300, in-
terior, exterior & me-
chanical very good con-
dition. 16 month old 
tires, new battery, new 
complete brake job. 
101,100 miles, Weather 
Tech mats f&r. $5,500. 
Call 779-240-1124. 
cc50a-51b

FARM EQUIPMENT

For sale by sealed bid. 
1990? Case Interna-
tional 885 tractor with 
TA 26 loader. 5,255 
hrs. Can be seen at 
Maine Township build-
ing. Gorman and 
Braceville RD. Bids will 
be taken until Jan. 8, 
2021 and will be 
opened Jan. 11, 2021. 
The board has the right 
to reject any bid. Send 
bids to: J. Jackman 
4100 S. Gorman Rd., 
Gardner, IL. 60424. 
ch51b-1a

HELP WANTED

Midtown Mart &
Liquors

302 E. Baltimore
Wilmington

Retail help wanted, 
looking for an outgoing, 
stable and honest per-
son. Call 815-476-9191 
or in person on Mon., 
Tue., Wed. or Fri. be-
fore 1pm. ch51b-53a

Wilmington Positions 
Open - Kelly Services 
currently seeking Pack-
aging Technicians and 
Forklift Operators in 
Wilmington IL.  Pay: 
$15.75 - $16.75 de-
pending on shift and 
position.  Please call or 
text 786-266-2489. 

HELP WANTED

Applications are being 
taken for one, full-time 
(eight hours per day) 
Custodial/Maintenance 
position.  Resumes 
should be sent to:
Mr. Jim Habing
Wilmington High School
209U Wildcat Court
Wilmington, IL  60481
Wilmington Community 
Unit School District No. 
209U is in compliance 
with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, which states that 
no person in the United 
State shall, on the basis 
of race, color, national 
origin, sex or handicap-
ping condition be ex-
cluded from participa-
tion in, be denied the 
benefits of or otherwise 
be subjected to dis-
crimination under any 
program or activity in 
which District 209U re-
ceives federal assis-
tance. ch50b-52a

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

12 Gauge Shotgun 
Pump Action, 410 
Gauge Shotgun Single 
Shot, Colt Diamond 
Back Revolver, 38 Spe-
cial, Iver Arm 32 Cali-
ber Revolver. Must 
have Foid Card. 5 HP 
Outboard Motor Water 
Cooled. Call 815-476-
6462. cc48a-51b

Are you looking for a 
unique and different 
Christmas gift for out-
door typed loved ones? 
I have a wooden 
gun/bow rack with 4 
sets of hooves and a 
storage cabinet 
($130). I also have a 
piece of wooden furni-
ture that is a lined ice 
chest/cooler that holds 
2 cases ($90). Also, an 
antler chandelier ($50), 
cabin type pictures, 
paintings, plates, switch 
plates, picture frames, 
candle holder, lantern, 
moose plates, orna-
ments, pillow, and 
much more. Call 815-954-
4647. cc51b-52a

Dry, seasoned   oak 
firewood $139, cherry 
BBQ firewood $169. 
Wood racks $49, The 
best firewood & quick, 
friendly service.  815-260-
0108. cc50a-53b

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

HOMEMADE
POTICA

Nut, poppy seed, apri-
cot, raspberry; order 
now for the holidays. 
Banana, Pumpkin and 
Zucchini mini breads 
also available.  Pick up 
at the Wine Cafe in Wil-
mington and receive $3 
off a bottle of wine. Call 
Charlotte 815-545-8767. 
ck46b-52a

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

REAL ESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT COUNTY OF 
GRUNDY - MORRIS, ILLI-
NOIS US BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION 
AS TRUSTEE FOR AE-
GIS ASSET BACKED SE-
CURITIES TRUST MORT-
GAGE
PASS THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES SERIES 
2005-4;
Plaintiff,
vs.
DEBBIE MILLER; LAKE-
WOOD TRAILS HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIA-
TION; ILLINOIS DEPART-
MENT OF REVENUE;
MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA; 
UNKNOWN SUCCES-
SOR TRUSTEE OF THE 
JOHN C. MILLER REVO-
CABLE TRUST DATED 
MARCH 6, 2012; JOHN C. 
MILLER REVOCABLE
TRUST DATED MARCH 6, 
2012; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS; Defendants, 
19 CH 19 NOTICE OF 
SALE PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 6, 2021, at the hour of 
2:00 p.m. in the office of 
Donald F. Black, 201 Lib-
erty Street, Suite 211, Mor-
ris, Illinois 60450, sell to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
the following described 
mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 03-14-202-003.
Commonly known as 1305 
Clifton Drive, Minooka, IL 
60447. The improvement 
on the property consists of 
a single family residence. If 
the subject mortgaged real 
estate is a unit of a com-
mon interest community, 
the purchaser of the unit 
other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments 
required by subsection 
(g-1) of Section 18.5 of the 
Condominium Property 
Act. Sale terms: 10% down 
by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certified 
funds. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open 
for inspection. For informa-
tion call Law Clerk at Plain-
tiff's Attorney, The Wirbicki 
Law Group, 33 West Mon-
roe Street, Chicago, Illinois 
60603. (312) 360-9455. IN-
TERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.co
m I3160547 Published in 
the Free Press Newspa-
pers on Wed., Dec. 2, 9 & 
16, 2020.

WANTED

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand 
Words 

Photography
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc42a-42a

Gas Fireplace Repair. 
38 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
cc49b-22a

PAINTING
Interior only, 

20 years experience, 
referrals available. 
Call 815-585-0904. 

cc48a51b

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting,welding 
repairs, seamless gut-
ters, fencing, tree re-
moval, lawn care, Com-
plete Handyman serv-
ice! Bonded and In-
sured, 20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. cc28b

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. 
INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Keep your house 
cooler  in summertime 
and warmer in  the win-
ter. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 815-730-
1303. cc41b-12a

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including dry-
wall repairs, plaster re-
pairs, cracks, holes, & 
patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc40a-2b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966.
tfn/47b

STORAGE

Braidwood, Upstairs, 2BR
apartment, newly remod-
eled, $725 mo. $1,000
security deposit. Laundry
on sight, references and
lease, No pets. 815-365-
2829 leave message.
cc51b-2a

ILLINOIS CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

WE LOVE OUR
READERS
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ionship for the kicking ‘Cats
was in the 2011-12 season
where they came into the
Hinckley Big Rock Sectional as
the one seed and topped Coal
City, 1-0 in the regional cham-
pionship to make it to the sec-
tional semifinal match that
they eventually lost but it was
the farthest they made it in
school history. That champi-
onship was under head coach
Jody Young, who only coached
for a year.

The reason that team was

successful was because it had
some good strikers in Eric
Runions, Landen Swearengen
and Dan Kulpa, who led them
to a 7-15 finish. All those play-
ers are deserving of a spot on
the dream team. 

Kulpa was one of their
leading scorers, scoring the
only goal in a 4-1 loss to
Earlville during the sectional
semifinal game. The game
before that Kulpa hit the
clutch, penalty kick to send
them to the sectionals. That’s
what he did. He would make
the shots when they needed
them most.

Kulpa also scored in a

regional shutout of Reed-
Custer as did Eric Runions,
who actually scored twice. 

Runions was another one
of their top scorers, who had
good footwork and could get
the goals when they needed
them. He and Kulpa would
switch off on who was going to
have a big night. Runions had
a hat trick against Reed-Custer
earlier in the year.

Landon was a new
incoming freshman that actu-
ally scored his first goal in his
first ever kick at the varsity
level. 

In goal, Sean Tonnesson
played damage control with 8-

10 saves a game. He was filling
in for Wilmington’s starting
goalie Chase Watson who was
out for the year with an injury
and he did a bang up job.
Chase Watson was actually a
very good goalie himself but
was very injury prone. 

Another really good
underclassmen on that team
was Justin Kulpa, Dan’s broth-
er, who actually ended up
going to Concordia University
for soccer. Justin was a very
good soccer player, who
scored at will from the out-
side. 

The senior led the ‘Cats to
a 9-11-1 record under head
coach Julio Lara, scoring nine
goals in 2013. That was around
the time the Swearengen
brothers were all into high
school so they had a hand in
that nine win season. 

One of the best records
In 2004, the ‘Cats put up

their best record since the
program started under coach
Marty Felesena, who coached

for four years at Wilmington
High School. 

Wilmington was 8-13-1
and there were five big rea-
sons: Pat Sweeney, Dallas
Castillo, Jeremy Hnat, Chris
Hatten and Kyle Eilers.

Sweeney was one of their
leading scorers and captains
while Hnat was a very good
defensive player who was
good at getting the ball back to
the offense.

Castillo was very good at
setting the strikers and other
goal scorers up, leading the
team in assists.

Chris Hatten, who was a
top scorer on the 2004 team,
was just a sophomore that
would go on to score 52 career
goals, including 26 during his
senior season two years later.

Even though Eilers start-
ed out slow in goal, splitting
time with Nick Flannery in
2004, he finished strong and is
the save leader at Wilmington,
stopping 334 would-be goals.

Jake Van Duyne and
Jeremy Martyka were also rec-

ognized as dream team mem-
bers. 

Jake was a striker and a
very good one as he connect-
ed on the fifth most goals with
26 from 2006-09.

Martyka was another
good goalie, who would be
slotted right behind Eilers in
the depth chart. Martyka had
the most saves in one season,
corralling 161 shots in 2008.

Nick Cox is also deserving
of a spot on the dream team.
He would actually lead the
team as the top defender.  He
is by far one of the better
defenders Wilmington High
School has had as he was one
of the reasons the ‘Cats made
it all the way to the Sweet 16 in
2007. That season, the ‘Cats
bettered their previous mark
with a 10-9-3 record. Also on
that team deserving of a men-
tion was Tony Runions, who
was a good midfielder, helping
the team capture eight
shutouts.

File Photo

WILMINGTON’S TONY RUNIONS was selected to be on the Wildcat soccer dream team. Runions had
a big role on the 2007 team that made it to the Sweet 16. 

File Photo

THE WILDCATS claimed their second regional title in school history four years ago. Members of the team include: (Front, from left) Joey Orr, Joe Siriano, Keagen Hitz, Andrew White, Ian Bastian and Mik
Kengis. (Back row) assistant coach Travis Ivanoff, Dawson Swearengen, Spencer Olson, Isaiah Johnson, Mike McCann, Peter Runions, Dylan Swearengen, Alex Hatten, Kile Thompson, Storm Weildling and
head coach David Blackburn.

File Photo
WILMINGTON’S DALLAS CASTILLO was selected to be a defender on the soccer dream team. Castillo
is one of the leaders in all-time assists at WHS.

Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

The Wilmington High
School soccer team has won
two regional championships
since 2000 making it fitting
that players from those two
squads would anchor what is
being called a Wildcat dream
team.

Four players from the 2013
regional championship team
were first pick for coach David
Blackburn who spent six years
at the helm.

Starting five
The first players he men-

tioned were members of that
2016 regional championship
team that were 12-8, capturing
the championship in a 3-1 win
over Manteno. On top of that,
they were brothers who were
some of the best players at
Wilmington.

His favorite memory was
when they won the regional
championship game.

“We were close every
year,” said Blackburn. “But that
year we were finally able to
push through and beat a good
Manteno team in that regional
championship game. It was
one of those you knew what
was coming, it was just a mat-
ter of when.”

He also noted Alex Hatten

ended up making the game
winning goal.

“That game I know Alex
Hatten had a big goal for us
during that game. It was off a
corner kick and he was all over
the line for us. He hit a diving
header into the goal. He did a
lot of scrappy work for us.”

Dylan, Dawson and
Landon Swearengen were
brothers who changed the
dynamic of Wilmington soccer. 

As reported before, both
brothers were scoring leaders
in the school record book.

Dawson has the second
most goals in school history,
knocking through 42 goals,
only 10 behind the leader. 

His brother, Dylan is third
on the school list with 37 goals
and leads WHS with 23 career
assists. 

Dawson assisted 17 goals
but 12 in a season which was
the most.

“They know the game so
well,” said Blackburn. “They’re
very fluid so wherever the ball
is at, they know how to put
themselves in the best position
for any outcome. 

Peter Runions was anoth-
er player apart of that core
group that was always pre-
pared for the game.

“Pete knows the game very
well. He knows exactly how to

beat a player. He knows how to
beat them and is three steps
ahead of them.”

Landon Swearengen was
another piece the core group.
He was Dylan and Dawson’s
older brother, who had 25
career goals.

“His vision on the field
was amazing,” commented
Blackburn. “He always knew
where everyone was. He was
always taking three steps
ahead so after he made a pass,
it was ‘where am I going and
how am I directing traffic for
other players?”

Alex Hatten was another
really good player on that
team. 

“I had a core group of four
or five guys that I could rely on
game in and game out,” added
Blackburn. “He was a part of
that group as well and he made
big time plays when we needed
it.”

Blackburn notes one
could not find better leaders
than this group of athletes.

“The leadership qualities
these guys had were great,”
said Blackburn. “I remember
Peter as a freshman was help-
ing lead...we were doing runs
and I remember him helping
the last place guy in runs. Their
senior year our mentality was
play like everyone was weaker
and at on point in time, I
looked around the field at one
point in time and both Dylan,
Dawson and Peter had a fresh-
man and they were talking to
them about drills and how to
improve their game. 

Hunter Watson 
Hunter was in goal for

Blackburn in 2015 and he
turned into a completely dif-
ferent person when he was in
goal. His lifetime 247 saves
back that statement up too.

“He was probably the one
that was able to flip a switch for
me the most often,” comment-
ed Blackburn. 

He saved 150 would-be
goals for the ‘Cats in 2015 and
he was one of those players
who would surprise Blackburn
as a coach.

“Looking at him, you
wouldn’t expect much. He was
a bigger guy and he kind of had
his ups and downs but I don’t

know what happened to him
but he flipped a switch and
when he wanted to, he was like
a big bear in there. When he
was going good, he was going
good.”

Remember that?
Also deserving of a men-

tion was Wilmington’s 1976 all
girls soccer team that started
the program under Peg

Schleker. 
The school disbanded the

girls soccer program in 1977
until the early 2000’s even after
a 6-3-4 season. 

The 1977 ‘Cats included
former Free Press Advocate
editor Pam Monson, Janet
Rodawold Seibert, Ellen Geiss
Bryant, Laurie Hunt Van
Duyne, Beth Boyd Rader,

Marcia Siebring Mandac,
Sheila Van Duyne, Shirlee
Novak and others that had
played on that team. They
called themselves ‘Schleker’s
Wreckers.

First regional 
championship

The first regional champ-

Coach picks dream team featuring best Wildcat kickers

File Photo

FORMER MIDFIELDER Nick Cox was selected to play defense on the soccer dream team. 

File Photo

WILMINGTON’S 2017 GRADUATE Alex Hatten was selected to play
a forward on the soccer dream team.

File Photo
PAT SWEENEY was picked to be on the Wilmington soccer dream team. Sweeney was a team captain
and a leader in 2004.

SEE SOCCER, PAGE 13
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