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It’s December.
That means for local taxing districts, the

time has come to organize finances and comb
through the books to see exactly how much in
total property taxes need to be levied to help
support operations.

Taxing districts, including the city of
Wilmington, Wilmington School District 209-U,
the Wilmington Public Library District, and the
Wilmington Fire Protection District, each have
until the end of the month to file the annual levy
with the Will County Clerk’s office.

In Wilmington, the city is seeking
$1,312,846 to be levied for 2022.

Those funds, which were up for approval by
the full City Council this week, are all ear-
marked for the city’s general corporate fund,
with the exception of a small portion carved out
for ESDA.

According to the city’s levy documents, the

funding is expected to be distributed as follows:
• Finance and Administration — $382,825
• Police — $738,046
• FICA/IMRF — $96,888
• Accounting — $7,388
• Insurance — $85,517
• ESDA — $1,182
In short, this is specifically where your tax

dollars are going.
The estimated expenditures by the pro-

posed levy represent only a small portion of the
total amount the city will spend, with other
funding coming from sources outside of prop-
erty taxes. Which is to say, local property taxes
alone do not fund the city, but rather support
the city’s overall budget.

The property tax levy is only a portion of
the funding that taxing districts raise for opera-
tions. State funds, federal funds, grants, loans,
fees, and other funding sources make up the
remainder of the operating budget. 

The city of Wilmington’s current operating
budget includes $18.9 million in revenues, and
$19.4 million in expenditures.

Estimated total expenditures for the gener-
al corporate fund are currently budgeted at just
over $5.4 million, which means that $4 million
will come from revenue streams outside of
property taxes.

The remaining anticipated expenditures in
the general corporate fund that will come from
sources other than property tax dollars include:

• Finance and Administration — $306,662
• Buildings and Grounds — $173,400
• Police — $2.2 million
• Public Works — $766,657
• FICA/IMRF — $162,768
• Accounting — $11,372
• Building Department — $51,700
• Planning and Zoning —$82,000
• Insurance —$277,714
Funding for the Wilmington Police

Department includes both police protection
and police pension.

Funding for the water department, sewer
department, capital funds, and TIF does not
come from property taxes.

The levy represents the funding the city
seeks by way of property taxes, and not true fig-
ures, which will not be calculated until spring.

Funding is based on the equalized assessed
value (EAV) of properties within the city’s cor-
porate boundary. EAV is determined by the local
and county assessors and used for determining
and allocating the extended property taxes.

What the city can actually collect is limited
by the consumer price index (CPI).

The CPI is published by the federal govern-
ment as a measure of inflation, and is the factor
used to compute the fixed rate for the amount
of property taxes and related revenue available
from the beginning of the year.

Due to tax cap legislation, the CPI percent-
age increase cannot exceed 5% in any year. This
year’s levy in Braidwood did not exceed 5% of
the previous year’s levy collected.

All taxing districts are required to approve
the levy and submit it to the County Clerk annu-
ally on or before the last Tuesday in December.

Wilmington to seek $1.3M in property taxes

STAFF REPORT

Residents in Wilmington
can expect some faster moving
trains through the city’s five
crossings, beginning on Dec.
13.

Last summer, the city’s
crossing on Kankakee Street
was shut down as the Illinois
Department of Transportation
(IDOT) completed crossing
upgrades to accommodate
High Speed Rail (HSR).

The work was part of the
effort to construct a second
mainline track adjacent to the
existing mainline track
between Elwood and
Braidwood.

Last week, Mayor Ben
Dietz announced that the
Interstate Commerce
Commission approved a large
segment of the HSR track for
increased speeds, including
Wilmington. That means
speeds through the city are
now approved at up to 110
miles per hour. 

However, the mayor
noted that at this time, Union

Pacific has only authorized
speeds up to 90 miles per
hour. The increased speed
limit will only apply to Amtrak
passenger trains, not freight
trains.

The Amtrak Lincoln
Service between Chicago and
St. Louis utilized the UP line
six times daily, three trips
northbound and three trips
southbound.

The city of Braidwood
already has a second track
extending from Coal City Road
south. But in Wilmington, just
the one track is in place. 

After the second mainline
is added, the service through
Wilmington will be category 6,
which allows freight trains to
travel 70 mph, and be two
miles long.

Modifications to the
Kankakee Street crossing in
preparation for the addition of
a second track were complet-
ed in 2018. Those included a
partial track on the south side
of the existing track and a 5-

Train speeds set to
increase Dec. 13

STAFF REPORT

A home in Shadow Lakes
was destroyed and its two
occupants received minor
injuries after a fire swept
through the structure in the
early morning hours of Friday,
Dec. 2.

The fire broke out around
5 a.m. at the residence on Hole
in the Wall Court.

The Braidwood Fire
Department responded to the
fire, reporting that there were
flames visible from the home
upon the department’s arrival
on the scene.

Fire officials said one of
the occupants of the home
was alerted to the fire by a

smoke detector, which
allowed the pair to escape the
fire quickly. Both individuals
were transported to Riverside
Hospital and treated for
smoke inhalation.

According to reports, the
structure was a complete loss,
suffering approximately
$350,000 in damages.

The cause of the fire is
under investigation, but foul
play is not suspected.

Shadow Lakes home
destroyed in fire

Photos by Eric Fisher

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK as
Wilmington Middle School student council mem-
bers found out Tuesday when the The Goodwill
Committee at Constellation’s Braidwood station
showed up with winter coats, hats and boots to
be given away to about 70 students. The commit-
tee selected District 209U to be the recipient of
its Holiday giving campaign, helping those stu-
dents living in a community it serves who could
use a warm coat. “It’s caring teachers who come
home with ideas trying to think of ways to help
the kids they teach. It’s compassion like that that
helps lend ideas to companies like ours that have
platforms to be able to help,” said Colleen
Hansen of the Goodwill Committee who helped
in coordinating the donation. Curt Hansen (WMS
7th grade teacher) coordinated with
Constellation’s Carol Ringler and Tim Schott in
coming up with a list of items needed. WMS stu-
dent council members helped to unload them
items where they were then sorted for distribu-
tion to over 70 kids (elementary through high
school). With the WMS Student Council are (back
row) from Constellation: Colleen Hansen, Schott
and Ringler who worked with building principals
Beth Norman, Venita Dennis, Scott Maupin and
Adam Spicer. At right, students Weston
Lancaster (left) and Taylor Tenn help sort through
coats, boots and hats delivered by
Constellation’s Braidwood Station.

Spreading warmth to 209U students

SEE TRAINS, PAGE 2
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Elwood Fire Protection
District accepting bids for
2023 Can-Am Defender

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

Elwood Fire Protection District will be
accepting bids for one (1) 2023 Can-Am
Defender Pro XT 6x6, pursuant to all the
specifications laid out by the Apparatus
Build Committee. Bid specifications/bid
packets are available for pick up at the
Elwood Fire Protection District, Mon-Fri
between the hours of 9am and 3pm or you
may email admin@elwoodfpd.com to
request a packet. All bids must be submit-
ted by 9:00am December 19th, 2022.  The
sealed bids may be mailed to: Elwood Fire
Protection District, 309 W Mississippi
Street, Elwood, IL 60421, or dropped off in
person between 9am and 3pm Mon-Fri.
The Fire District will not accept bids after
the December 19th deadline.  The bids
shall be opened at the Elwood Fire
Protection District Fire Station on
December 19th, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. The
District reserves the right to reject any and
all bids.  

Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 30, Dec. 7
and 14, 2022.

Dear EarthTalk: What is
the EPA’s new Green Bank all
about?

-- Rick D., Asheville, NC

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
recently proposed the cre-
ation of a so-called green
bank, known as the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund (GGRF) to help leverage
the power of traditional finan-
cial markets in solving the cli-
mate crisis.

Investing in carbon offset
projects from lower income
communities across the
United States, the GGRF, at
face value, has a social-ecolog-
ical conscience. However,
beneath the guise of green
goodwill, darker forces are at
play.

As a by-product of the
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA),
there are fears that the GGRF is
a 'green trojan horse' created
to give fossil fuels another
chance and push out foreign
business.

“The IRA is rife with cor-
porate giveaways and hand-
outs aimed at allowing the fos-
sil fuel industry to continue
business as usual,” says Ebony
Twilly Martin, the Executive
Co-Director of Greenpeace
USA.

Meanwhile, Frederick
Erixon, the Director of the
European Centre for
International Political
Economy adds that the
European Union (EU) has con-
cerns about the discrimination
inherent in the IRA: “Many of
the IRA policies take an
‘America first’ attitude that will

hurt European green indus-
tries and cleantech.”

Furthermore, the new
independent national green
bank, by virtue of its associa-
tion with the IRA, may struggle
to convince a crucial player in
the climate war, the risk-averse
private sector, to invest in the
development of low emissions
services and products from
disadvantaged communities.

Delegates to the
Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (COP27) stressed that
not enough finance is supple-
menting the right sectors of
the economy to create green
technologies and infrastruc-
ture. 

In theory, championing
green banks as an effective
means of financing climate
action and optimizing social-
ecological system resilience is
a good idea — especially for
communities that have been
left behind in the transition to
cleaner energy, transport and
living.

However, green bank
models like the GGRF can only
succeed when detached from
the design of coal barons, pro-
tectionist policies and political

squabbling. 
Global biodiversity is in

the headlights of the climate
crisis. With a burgeoning pop-
ulation of 8 billion, humans
must take account of our car-
bon footprint and develop
innovative strategies that lift
nature and all walks of society
to reduce our impact. 

Green banks can be part of
‘the solution’ but must first
escape fossil fuel interests and
discriminatory bills to coax the
private sector to follow them
into a brave new world of
green financing. 

“The climate test is sim-
ple. It requires jobs, justice and
restoration of the environ-
ment,” says Edward Markey,
U.S. Senator from
Massachusetts. An independ-
ent national green bank could
be the answer.

“Through the GGRF, fund-

ing can be leveraged to
advance green initiatives and
infrastructure in disadvan-
taged communities while cre-
ating good, local jobs.”

With less than six months
for EPA to distribute funds to
eligible projects across the
U.S., stakeholder input on the
implementation, design and
structure of the GGRF is cur-
rently being sought.

Now is the time for the
public to question the evolu-
tion and motives of the
scheme, so that when a nation-
al green bank does arrive, it is
truly transformational to the
global economy, ecology and
climate.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. See more
at https://emagazine.com. To
donate, visit earthtalk.org.
Send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

More money to be pushed to help the climate crisis

RESEARCHERS HAVE found that the more people are exposed to
air quality monitoring data, the more they will do to reduce air pol-
lution.

BY RICHARD GUEBERT JR.
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU
PRESIDENT 

Americans look forward
to celebrating the simplest of
gifts and gathering with family
and friends around the table
during the holiday season. It is
also often a time of giving
thanks as Illinois farmers mark
the end of another growing
season. 

The past few years have
confronted all Americans to
pivot, adapt, and learn as we
navigate uncharted waters. In
March 2018, American farmers
were dealing with market
destruction because of China's
trade wars.  The May 2019
spring planting season
reminded Midwest farmers
that Mother Nature was in
charge when many acres went
unplanted. 

The pandemic that began
in March 2020 forced all of us
to pivot. Farmers continued to
grow food to feed our neigh-
bors in rural, urban, and glob-
al communities.   

The curveballs continued
in 2022 with high inflation, the
Russian invasion of Ukraine,

and uncertainty for an already
fragile economy. Farmers
vividly remember the role
inflation played in the '80s
farm crisis. That crisis is forev-
er etched in farmers' memo-
ries as historically high-inter-
est rates reached 19%. Many
farmers didn’t survive the cri-
sis. Those who did spent many
years paying off the debt creat-
ed by the high-interest rates.   

Despite the adversity
many family farms have faced
over the years, 96% of Illinois
farms are still family-owned. 

I understand firsthand the
role inflation has had inside
our home and farming opera-
tion. Inflation running at 7% to
9% in recent months is rob-
bing consumers (and farmers)
of their buying power. Food
price inflation is even higher.
Other factors include supply

chain disruptions and the war
in Ukraine, with other coun-
tries pulling back on exports to
protect domestic food sup-
plies. 

When I’ve been inter-
viewed by news media over the
past four years, the standard
question is, "How will this
impact consumers?" The truth
is a farmer's share of the food
dollar is only 7.4 cents. 

Illinois shoppers partici-
pating in the 37th annual
American Farm Bureau
Federation’s Cost survey cap-
tured a statewide average price
of $65.53 for a classic holiday
meal for 10 people, a 13%
increase over the previous
year’s state average of $58.15.
General price inflation is a big
part of the increase in cost for
the meal. 

It is likely those high

prices will continue through
the new year.  

Food prices reflect many
factors including transporta-
tion, distribution, and food
company marketing costs.
Rising costs for fuel, which
have more than doubled, and
fertilizer, which have tripled,
are driving food prices up. As
President Kennedy said many
years ago, "Farmers are price
takers and not price makers." 

The food we grow is
shared with our family, friends
and neighbors. Farmers
understand the pain con-
sumers are feeling at the
checkout counter this holiday
season. As we give thanks
again this year for our many
blessings, please know farmers
will strive to provide afford-
able food sustainably to make
sure our traditions continue.  

Food prices remain high, but supplies strong 
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Person, Firm, or Corporation          Aggregate Amount

Brown`s Carpet Care, Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,656 
Verizon Wireless  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,654 
NWEA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,688 
Ilinois Assoc. of School Boards (IASB) . . . . . . . .$5,849 
Veterans Floors, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,725 
Aramark Uniform Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,092 
Haddock Corporation Technologies  . . . . . . . . . .$2,870 
Gordon Flesh Company, Inc. (Usage)  . . . . . . . .$6,250 
Palos Sports - School Health Corp . . . . . . . . . . .$2,894 
BushueHR, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,300 
Dickey`s Barbecue Pit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,199 
BSN Sports, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,901 
Elwood SD203  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,215 
Village Of Elwood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,231 
Alarm Detection Systems Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,269 
Common Goal Systems, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,235 
Frontline Technologies In  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,529 
Specialized Date System -LINQ, INC.  . . . . . . . .$7,434 

PAYMENTS TO PERSON, FIRM, OR CORPORATION OVER $2,500 EXCLUFING WAGES AND SALARIES
GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFIED PERSONNEL

Salary Range: Less than $25,000

K. Achter, D. Anderson, G. Carboni, K. Cope, B. Davis, R. Demecio, K. Dunne, L. Gilberg, J.
Hansen, S. Hohenwater, T. Hugunin, R. Hunter, K. Kalisik, D. Krop, W. LeBeau, H. Mattson,
A. Offerman, D. Pich, J. Smith, M. Telfer
Salary Range: $25,000 - $39,999

C. Lynch, T. Maas, L. Maver
Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999

E. Kuypers, T. Walsh, M. Mangun, C. Majack, E. Koenig, S. Ruzich
Salary Range:  60,000 - $89,999

M. Kraus, J. Dooley, A. Flaws, B. Perry, K. Corcoran, L. Bodem, K. Rea, C. Dooley, C.
Forsythe, S. Francimore, J. Bauer, T. Rompala, K. Ditzler
Salary Range: $90,000 and over

S. DeMaso, K. Fields, T. Page, R. Rekruciak
GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFIED PERSONNEL

Salary Range: Less Than $25,000

K. Busby, K. Noel, J. Olsen, D. Zumpf, C. Bosonetta, B. Stilp, A. Viol, S. Mader, N. Walsh, D.
Bosonetta, U. Carreno, C. Elens, S. Weisfus, R. Roche, J. Duda, R. Silverman, M. Walsh, D.
Butt, T. Fanning, K. Conroy, R. Braley, J. McNeeley, S. Thorpe, L. Kavanaugh 
Salary Range: $25,000 - $39,999

N. Simmons, J. Viol, K. Carreno, V. Hall, J. Viol, P. Boersma
Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999                           Salary Range: $60,000 and over     

K. Sitar-Nawa                                                         N. Wlodarczyk

Elwood Community Unit School District No. 203 files annual financial report

PUBLIC NOTICE

Person, Firm, or Corporation          Aggregate Amount

Mechanical Plumbing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,588 
NuWay Disposal Service In  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,685 
Follett School Solutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,687 
CDW Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,875 
Coit Drapery Cleaners, Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,785 
E.T. Paddock  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,881 
K-Log, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,822 
Elliott Electric Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,894 
Hinckley Springs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,980 
Gassensmith & Michalesko  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,904 
Liminex, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,050 
AT&T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,614 
IXL Learning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,125 
Katie Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,687 
NEUCO, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,125 
Decker Equipment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,731 
Automated Logic Contractin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,320
Velocita Technology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,898 

Person, Firm, or Corporation          Aggregate Amount

Laraway CCSD #70C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,910 
Midwest Mechanical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,057 
SHI International Corp.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,320 
GFC Leasing - WI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,238 
Johnson Controls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,428 
KS Statebank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,161 
Wolf`s Sealcoating, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,600 
Amazon Capital Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,047 
Maver, Steve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,136 
CINTAS Fire Protection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,333 
Frey, Melissa A.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,108 
edpuzzle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,500 
Rival5 Technologies Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,436 
Elwood Council AFT 6042  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,675 
EBS Healthcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18,634 
Nicor Gas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20,176 
Southwest Mechanical, Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,066

The Wildcat wrestlers hit the mat Saturday in the Prairie
Multi Duals tournament, suffering five losses on the day while
getting a good gauge which Wildcats will wrestle at what  weight
divisions.

Wildcat junior Ladon Dooley (113/120) had an impressive
day, winning all five of his matches by pin. Junior Matt Swisher
also wrestled well, winning three of five matches with 5-2 and 8-
5 decisions before getting a pin. Freshman Logan Van Duyne set
the tone, winning by forfeit before recording a pair of pins.
Senior Joel Greenidge pinned two opponents while getting
pinned three times.

The Wildcats, which include 13 boys and six girls, will com-
pete in a ICE quad at Lisle Thursday against Reed-Custer,
Herscher and the hosts. Their next home match will be Dec. 16
against Sandwich and Bishop McNamara.

Hoopston Area 66, Wilmington 18
145—Ceasar Espinoza (Hoop) by forfeit
152—Ayden Larkin (Hoop) by forfeit
160—Cohen Brown (Hoop) over Matt Swisher  by fall 2:00
170—Angel Zamora (Hoop) over Parker Adams by fall 3:41
182—Joel Greenidge (Wilm.) over Jason Moore by fall 0:11
195—Logan VanDuyne (Wilm.) by forfeit
220—Landon Mills (Hoop) over Memphis Iwen, by fall 0:47

285—Brady Brefeld (Hoop) over Sam Payne, by fall 0:24
106—Owen Garrett (Hoop) by forfeit
113—Landon Dooley (Wilm.) over Charlie Flores by fall 4:22
120—Talon Nelson (Hoop) by forfeit
126—Aiden Bell (Hoop) by forfeit
132—Brian Armstrong (Hoop) by forfeit
138—Rasiah Jones (Hoop) over Nate Romano by fall 1:16

El Paso-Gridley 66, Wilmington12
152—Waylon Melick (EPG) by forfeit
160—Dax Gentes (EPG) over Matt Swisher by fall 1:45
170—Ethan Whitman (EPG) over Parker Adams  by fall 2:26
182—Logan VanDuyne (W) over Dominic Ricconi by fall 1:16
195—Parker Duffy (EPG) over Joel Greenidge by fall 1:49
220—Chris Blackmore (EPG) over Memphis Iwen  by fall 2:23
285—Jesse Gerber (EPG) over Sam Payne  by fall 0:25
106—Nolan Whitman (EPG) by forfeit
113—Landon Dooley (W) over Caleb Graham by fall 1:34
120—Double Forfeit
126—Tyler Beck (EPG) by forfeit
132—Jack Erwin (EPG) by forfeit
138—Parker Key (EPG) over Nate Romano by fall 1:37
145—Haze Welsch (EPG) over Forfeit
Gibson City 60, Wilmington 24
106—Justice Mulligan (GC) by forfeit
113—Landon Dooley (W) over Gage Martin by fall 4:33
120—Gabe Ward (GC) by forfeit
126—Shawn Schlickman (GC) by forfeit
132—Jakob Howell (GC) by forfeit
138—Corbin Ragle (GC) over Nate Romano by fall 1:48
145—Carson Maxey (GC) by forfeit
152—Carter Kallal (GC) by forfeit
160—Matt Swisher (W) over Carter Kallal by fall 2:13
170—Parker Adams (W) over Jaxon Wright by fall 1:56
182—Logan VanDuyne (W) over Sam Manson by fall 0:28

195—Lincoln Eastin (GC) over Joel Greenidge by fall 4:49
220—Aiden Sancken (GC) over Memphis Iwen  by fall 2:25
285—Cohen Kean (GC) over Sam Payne by fall 0:38

Prairie Central 39, Wilmington 24
170—Caden Travis (PC) over Parker Adams  by fall 1:15
182—Jack Rathbun (PC) over Joel Greenidge by fall 2:28
195—Connor Steidinger (PC) over Logan VanDuyne by fall 0:31
220—Memphis Iwen (Wilmington) by forfeit
285—Sam Payne (Wilmington) by forfeit
106—Double forfeit
113—Landon Dooley (Wilmington) over Wyatt Strait by fall 1:27
120—Casey VanDuyne (Wilmington) by forfeit
126—John Traub (PC) by forfeit
132—Double forfeit
138—Nate Romano (Wilmington) by forfeit
145—Priscilla Prescott (Wilmington) by forfeit
152—Double forfeit
160—Matt Swisher (W) over Ethan Ziller, dec 8-5

Monticello 57, Wilmington 15
182—Joel Greenidge (W) over Christian Mikulich by fall 0:24
195—Caleb O`Linc (M) over Logan VanDuyne by fall 2:27
220—Riley Jones (M) over Memphis Iwen  by fall 0:35
285—TJ Nickerson (M) over Sam Payne by fall 1:05
106—Marrissa Miller (M) by forfeit
113—Double Forfeit
120—Landon Dooley (W) over Westin O`Linc by fall 0:28
126—Preston Bettinger (M) by forfeit
132—Isaiah Ducker (M)  by forfeit
138—Tristan Slade (M) over Nate Romano by fall 0:58
145—Gavin Ridings (M) by forfeit
152—Dawson Sheets (M)  by forfeit
160—Matt Swisher (W) over Russ Brown dec 5-2
170—Hunter Romano (M) over Parker Adams dec 11-4

Dooley sets the standard for Wildcat matmen

Attorney Lynch files
Ely estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOSHUA D. ELY, Deceased; No. 22PR696

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Joshua D. Ely. Letters of Office
were issued to Linda M. Ely whose
address is 1339 Saxon Lane, Naperville, IL
60564 as Independent Administrator,
whose attorney of record is Jennifer M.
Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi & Lynch,
L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet, Illinois
60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 23rd
day of May, 2023, or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered by
claimant to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Joshua D. Ely,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 30 and
Dec. 7, 2022.

Attorney Lynch files
Thompson estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
TERRENCE A THOMPSON, Deceased;
No. 22PR577

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Terrence A. Thompson. Letters of
Office were issued to Patricia A. Wilkinson
whose address is 926 Meadow Avenue,
Rockdale, IL 60436 as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 7th
day of June, 2023, or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered by
claimant to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Terrence A. Thompson,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 14 and 21,
2022.

Attorney Black files 
Kelly estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE TWELFTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, IL - IN PROBATE
No. 2022  PR 619

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF
DOROTHY V. KELLY,
DECEASED

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the death of Dorothy V. Kelly. Letters of office as

Independent Executor were issued to Thomas Kelly, 3243 Cathy Dr., Joliet, Illinois 60431,
whose attorney is Timothy J. BLACK, BLACK & BLACK LAWYERS, 201 Liberty Street,
201 Liberty St., Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at
Grundy County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson St., Joliet, IL 60432, with the representative,
or both, within six months from the date of the first publication of this notice or, if mailing or
delivery of a notice is required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the date stat-
ed in that notice. Any claim not filed on or before that date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.

THOMAS KELLY INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR
Timothy J. Black
ARDC #06281037
Black & Black Lawyers
201 Liberty Street, Suite 211
Morris, IL 60450
PH: 815-942-0594  Fax: 815-942-0849
Email: tblack03@yahoo.com

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Dec. 7,  14 and 21, 2022.

The varsity Wildcats
opened their season Friday at
home, losing to Manteno, 48-
36.

For Wilmington coach
Doug Krop it was his first game
at the helm and a good way to
get assess his nine-man roster.

Ryder Meents, the only
senior on the roster, paced
Wilmington with 11 points.
Sophomore Kyle Farrell
chipped in with 9 points and 6
rebounds.

Another sophomore, Ryan
Nelson, hustled for 8 points
and 3 rebounds while Reid
Juster, a junior, finished with 4

points, 4 rebounds and 2
assists.

Wilmington travels to
Streator on Friday.

Wildcats open season with loss

Attorney Lynch files
Parrish estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DARRELL D. PARRISH, Deceased No:
22PR683

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Darrell D. Parrish. Letters of Office
were issued to Virginia A. Wisnieski whose
address is 25237 South Tyron Street,
Channahon, IL 60410 as Independent
Executor, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 23rd
day of May, 2023, or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered by
claimant to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Darrell D. Parrish,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 30 and
Dec. 7, 2022.

Attorney Meents files
Whalen estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARY CATHERINE WHALEN, Deceased;
No. 2022 PR 628

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of MARY

CATHERINE WHALEN, Letters of Office
as Independent Executor were issued on
November 28, 2022, to BARBARA WIEBE,
whose address is 387 Gwen Avenue,
Willow River, BC VOJ3C0, Canada; whose
attorney is Meents Law, P.C., 25158 West
Eames Street, Unit A, Channahon, Illinois
60410. 

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court at the Will County Courthouse, 100
W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois, or with
the representative, or both, on or before
June 15, 2023, or if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a Claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.
BARBARA WIEBE Executor of the Estate

of Mary Catherine Whalen, Deceased
Frank J. Meents
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Dec. 7, 14 and
21, 2022.

Attorney Meents files
Maticic estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARY MATICIC, Deceased; No.
2022PR557

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of MARY

MATICIC, Letters of Office as Independent
Executor were issued on November 3,
2022, to MARY DUBROVICH, whose
address is 196 Sunfish Circle, Wilmington,
Illinois 60481; whose attorney is Fisher
Meents LLC, 25158 West Eames Street,
Unit A, Channahon, Illinois 60410. Claims
against the estate may be filed in the Office
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois, or with the represen-
tative, or both, on or before May 28, 2023,
or if mailing or delivery of a notice from the
representative is required by Section 18-3
of the Probate Act of 1975, the date stated
in that notice. Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
Claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten (10)
days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

MARY DUBROVICH
Executor of the Estate

of Mary Maticic, Deceased
Frank J. Meents
Fisher Meents LLC
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@fishermeents.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Nov. 23, 30 and
Dec. 7, 2022.

Attorney Meents files
Shoemaker estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LARRY JOSEPH SHOEMAKER,
Deceased; No. 2022PR659

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

LARRY JOSEPH SHOEMAKER, Letters of
Office as Independent Executor were
issued on November 3, 2022, to Christen
Jane Longfellow, whose address is 2675
Hamstrom Road, Portage, Indiana 46368;
whose attorney is Meents Law P.C. 25158
West Eames Street, Unit A, Channahon,
Illinois 60410. Claims against the estate
may be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson Street,
Joliet, Illinois, or with the representative, or
both, on or before May 28, 2023, or if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice from the repre-
sentative is required by Section 18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in that
notice. Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a Claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered by
the claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

CHRISTEN JANE LONGFELLOW
Independent Executor of the Estate
of LARRY JOSEPH SHOEMAKER,

Deceased
Frank J. Meents
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Nov. 23, 30 and
Dec. 7, 2022.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Because it’s your
right to know
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WHS SENIOR BAND member James Quigley was escorted by his
parents, Patrick and Tracy Quigley and siblings. James has been
involved in band. After graduation James is considering a life in
comedy, but will probably continue his life on the family farm and
be a heavy machine operator.

WHS SENIOR BAND member Bryce Jewell is escorted by his moth-
er, Melissa Jewell during Senior Night. Bryce has been involved in
Band, the Play, Speech Team and Scholastic Bowl. After gradua-
tion Bryce plans to attend ISU to study game design.

WHS SENIOR BAND member Tristen Doyle is escorted by Jeff and
Cathi Sexton. Tristen has been involved in Band for 3 years,
Football for 2 years, Scholastic Bowl, AV Club, Math Team and the
School Play. After graduation Tristen plans to attend college and
medical school to become an orthopedic surgeon.

WHS SENIOR SHOWCAT and band member Ren Jewell was escort-
ed by her father, Daniel Jewell. Ren has been involved in
ShowCats, Band, AV Club, Interact Club, Scholastic Bowl and NHS.
After graduation Ren plans to go to college to study engineering.

WHS SENIOR SHOWCAT and band member Tyler Sivertson was
escorted by parents, Sean and Andee Sivertson during Senior
Night.Tyler has been involved in Band, ShowCats, the musical, the
play, Speech team, Tri -M and the Gaming Club. After graduation
Tyler plans to get involved with cyber security.

WHS SENIOR SHOWCAT Veronica Weck is escorted by her par-
ents, Norman and Gloria Weck. Veronica has been involved in
Soccer, ShowCats, Student Council and Tri -M. After graduation
Veronica plans to attend a 4 year university to study pathology.

Photos by Eric Fisher

WHS SENIOR SHOW CAT Abbigail Friddle is escorted by her par-
ents, John and Amy Friddle. Abbigail has been involved in Student
Council and the Spring Musical. After graduation Abbigail plans to
join the Local 150 Operators Hall.

WHS SENIOR SHOWCAT member Ella Cooper is escorted by her
parents, Bill and Sheila Cooper. Ella has been involved in
ShowCats, Scholastic Bowl, the Fall Play, the Musical and Speech.
After graduation Ella plans to earn a degree in psychology.

WHS SENIOR SHOWCAT Max Higgins is escorted by his parents,
Robert and Jeanette Higgins. Max has been involved in ShowCats,
Gaming Club, Robotics, the Play, the Musical and the Math Team.
After graduation Max plans to go to college to study game design
and software engineering.

WHS SENIOR BAND member and cheerleader Savannah Gorski
was escorted by her parents Carey and Jessica Gorski. Savannah
has been involved in Band, Cheer, NHS, FCA, Interact Club,
Basketball and the National Guard. After graduation Savannah will
be in the National Guard and earn a degree in business manage-
ment.

Seniors in band, Showcats recognized
Lady ‘Cats fall
to Coal City

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

FIGHTING FOR THE BALL against Coal City’s Tanna Curry is
Lady Wildcat Breanna Horton (3) on Thursday. The Coalers
came to Wilmington ready to play, jumping to an early lead
to win 41-27. The next home game for Wilmington will be
Thursday against Herscher.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

EYE ON THE BASKET and determined to score during last
week’s home game is Skylar Rossow.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

DISHING A PASS to a teammate on Thursday is Wilmington
junior Lexi Liaromatis.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

UP AND OVER - Wilmington junior Gracie Sanders takes a
shot over a Coal City defender on Thursday during a home
loss.

The Wilmington junior
varsity squad opened the sea-
son with a 44-35 win over
Manteno Friday night.

The hosting Wildcats had
three players score double fig-
ures, led by freshman Ryan
Kettman with 15 points, three
assists and three rebounds.
Sophomore guard Joey Van
Duyne chipped in with 11
points and two
rebounds.Hunter Osipavicius
provided the muscle inside
the paint with 10 points and
six rebounds.

Wildcat
trio aids
JV victory

Photo by Eric Fisher

PULLING UP  for a one-handed shot over Coal
City’s Carter Gill is Wilmington freshman Zach
Ohlund. The young Wildcats beat the hosting
Coalers 38-31.

Photo by Eric Fisher

STEAL AND A BASKET - Wilmington freshman Ryan
Kettman frustrated Coal City several times on
Thursday by slapping away the ball and turning it into
a quick layup. Kettman led all scorers during the 38-31
victory.

Photo by Eric Fisher

DOUBLE DEFENSE - Wilmington freshmen Dierks Geiss
(31) and Ryker Feil (15) get a hand on the ball being shot by
Coal City’s Carter Gill during Thursday’s 38-31 victory.
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