WHS welcomes 20
new NHS inductees

Cats prep for
Round 2 of playoffs

WILL COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPUTIES
AND LAW ENFORGEMENT SUPPORT
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FOR WILL COUNTY SHERIFF

ENDORSED & SUPPORTED BY

& Reilly strongly opposes
and will fight against the
Dangerous Safe T Act:
Which will end cash bail
starting January 1, 2023
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# Reilly will be a full-time Sheriff
who protects our communities
and law enforcement
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Democrat Will County State’s Attomey
James Glasgow

(Joliet Patch: June 30, 2022)

# Reilly will end Ghost Payrolling
and Political patronage costing
Will County taxpayers
potentially millions of dollars
(Heralk 8, 2018)
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When it Comes to the SAFE-T ACT Most
Democrats & Republicans Agree
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*You as the electorate need to demand that anybody running for election in
November is going fo vote to repeal this bill" said CGlasgow “t wil destroy

he state of llinois. | have 640 peaple i the Will County jail. Al their bonds
wil be extinguished on Jan. 1, and 60 are charged vith murder”

Republican Will County Sheriff Candidate

Jim Reilly

-James Glasgow / Wil County State's Attomey

FOR WILL COUNTY SHERIFF

Paid for by Citizens to Elect James Reilly
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THE WILMINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY has more than just books available to check out. This fall, the library unveiled its new “library
of things,” full of more unconventional items that can be borrowed such as power tools, baking tins, and even a Bingo kit.

More “things” now available at WPLD

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Everyone knows you can swing by the
library to pick up a book, a magazine, a DVD,
or even a wireless hot spot.

But what if the thing you need is a jig
saw or a tape measure, a holiday baking tin

AYLR gy |

TACKLE HOME bRouENgNTs

or even a cotton candy machine? O - Hi S OGN Wl x|
The Wilmington Public Library District | & YA
has you covered. = T

Travel center plans
head to zoning board

Proposed site will

include truck parking,
convenience store

STAFF REPORT

Plans for a travel stop at
the corner of Route 53 and
River Road will go before the
Planning and Zoning board
this week.

Love’s Travel Stops &
Country Stores will present
plans for development of a gas
station, travel center and
restaurant to sit along approx-
imately 28 acres of property at
the southwest corner of that
intersection.

Per the application, the
developer intends to construct
a 13,000 square foot conven-
ience store and fast food
restaurant, four car fueling
islands, eight diesel fueling
bays, a truck scale, and 62 car
parking space.

The site will also hold
parking for up to 71 trucks.

The builder also intends
to add a propane sales island
and a dog park, and add a

roadway that will allow access
for future development on the
site south of the lot.

The commission will con-
sider recommendation to the
full City Council approval of
annexation, an annexation
agreement, a variance for sig-
nage, a variance for screening
between non-residential and
residential zoning districts, a
variance for lighting, a map
amendment changing the site
to B3-General Commercial,
and final plat and site plan
review for the property.

The developer will go
before the commission on
Thursday, Nov. 3 at 5 p.m. at
City Hall. The meeting will also
be broadcast over Zoom.

The board will hold a pub-
lic hearing to consider testi-
mony and public comment on
the request. All persons inter-
ested in attending are invited
to do so and will be given an
opportunity to be heard.

A link to the Zoom broad-
cast can be found on the city’s
website, www.wilmington-
il.com, under the Government
tab, Committee and
Commission Meetings.

Last month, the library unveiled its new ~ 2 ) o e O
“Library of Things.” il Sl Wil = e

The concept is exactly as it sounds: The
library now has in its inventory of items to
borrow electronics, tools, craft supplies,
kitchen appliances, baking tins and cookie
cutters, and even a metal detector, Bingo kit
and telescope.

Library director Maria Meachum said
the new selection is a way for library patrons
to borrow before they buy, or get a hold of a
spendy item that they might need to use just
once.

“Sometimes you need something but it’s
not always practical to purchase it,”
Meachum said. “It’s just a different version of
the same thing we do, we lend things that
people need.”

Meachum said the library obtained the
items in the new Library of Things through a
variety of ways. Some are items the library
already had, such as snap ring pliers or card-
board standee signs that were utilized for
special events. Other items were donated or
purchased via grant money, and Whitmore
Ace Hardware donated about $1,000 worth
of tools to the program.

SEE LIBRARY, PAGE 2
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WILMINGTON 815-476-6272
COALCITY 815-634-4224
BRAIDWOOD 815-458-2114
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WEEKLY AD AT
BERKOTFOODS.COM

& Berkot's Best Choice
Frozen Turkeys

($1.99/1b w/out loyalty- SAVE $1.71/Ib w/loyalty!!)

Graduation rates
up statewide, local
schools above 90%

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Illinois high school stu-
dents posted the highest grad-
uation rate in over a decade.

Locally, Coal City, Reed-
Custer and Wilmington high
schools all posted graduation
rates above 90%.

The graduation rates for
Illinois high school students
were announced last week
with the release of the Illinois
Report Card, a document pub-
lished each fall by the Illinois
State Board of Education
[ISBE].

According to ISBE, the
four-year graduation rate
across Illinois in 2022 was
87.3%, the highest rate in 12
years, and that 64% of Illinois’
2020 graduates enrolled in a
post-secondary program
within 12 months of graduat-
ing.

According to the data,

LIMIT 1
Per Loyalty
Account

Reed-Custer High School post-
ed a 96% graduation rate, Coal
City High School was 95% and
Wilmington High School had a
rate of 91%.

In a release, ISBE notes
the statewide increase comes
with gains in the graduation
rates for Black and Hispanic
students over the past four
years. ISBE further reports the
rate of ninth graders on track
to graduate has rebounded to
pre-pandemic levels at 86.6%.

Graduation rates are just a
portion of the data included
within the state report card
that also reports class sizes,
teacher qualifications, absen-
teeism, student mobility and
retention.

What most districts are
looking at is the data that
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FIRST DOWN! Wilmington receiver Reid Juster points to the end zone after making a short catch to
get the first down against Chicago Christian on Saturday.

Coal City Soccer Club hosts
Pumpkin Cup Tourney

SECOND PLACE WINNERS for U8 were Wilmington Grundy Bank. Pictured in row one (from left)
are: Elle DelReal, Bailey Drennan, Grace Cary and Malia Campus. Andrew Struthers is in row two
along with Bennett Langusch, Deacon Deninger, Carter Hansen and Uzziah Sanchez. Not pic-
tured: Layla Subach, Nora Austin, Coaches Caitlyn Cary and Elizabeth DelReal.
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Surpises were few during
first week of playoffs

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

And then there were 16.
That’s how many teams are left
in each of the eight classes of
the THSA football playoffs as
winning teams move on to the
second round.

Wilmington (2A), Reed-
Custer (3A) and Coal City (4A)
all advance to the second
round after winning on
Saturday. The Wildcats (9-1)
will host Tri-Valley Downs (8-
2) at 6 p.m. Saturday, Reed-
Custer (10-0) will play satur-
day at 5 p.m. against visiting
Pecatonica - Du-Pec Coop (8-
2) while the Coalers (7-3) have
a four-hour drive to Carterville
(10-0) near Marion, IL for a 1
p.m. kickoff Saturday.

Not so lucky were ICE
conference foes Peotone and
Lisle who suffered decisive
losses to 3A opponents.

As for Class 2A there were
five upsets based on upper
seed teams who lost. The
biggest surprise was Althoff
Catholic (5-4) edging
Shelbyville 38-34 who previ-
ously had only one loss.
Fairfield, the 12th seed in the
lower bracket, upended North
Mac, 20-19, who also had just
one loss all season. Athens (7-

2) and White County (7-2)
were even on paper until
Friday’s game ended up a 48-8
romping for Athens.

In the upper bracket,
where Wilmington #3 seed, the
only true upset was Central
Catholic - Bloomington (6-3)
clipping Aledo (7-2) 27-26.

The top seed, Maroa
(Forsyth), shutdown North
Lawndale, 69-8, to remain
undefeated. The other unde-
feated team in the top tier is
Bismarck who had a tough
time ridding Westville, a 5-4
team, 43-35. It’'s probable if
Wilmington beats Tri-Valley
on Saturday they will travel to
Bismarck for the quarterfinal.

In Class 3A, there’s little
doubt Reed-Custer is in the
driver’s seat at least one more
week against Pecatonica, a 52-
8 winner over Catalyst/Maria
(6-3) from Chicago. Of the 256
teams who played in week one
of the playoffs, none of them
scored as many points (77) as
the Comets did in their win
over Chicago Carver (24), a 5-3
team.

The only true upset in
Class 3A was Stanford
(Olympia) at 5-4, beating
Benton 32-21 who had only
one loss all season.

The Comets may face
their first true test in the quar-

terfinals (week 3) against the
winner of this week’s Senecz
(10-0) vs. Byron (9-1) contest
Will the Fighting Irish knocl
off Byron? Our guess is the
Comets would like to avenge
the “unfinished business” los:
to Byron a year ago. No matte:
who they’ll face, Seneca o
Byron, here’s hoping it’s “busi
ness as usual” all the way tc
Champaign for RCHS.

In Class 4A there were
three “upsets” that change the
tide for week two.

Providence Catholic (5-4)
as the 13th seed on the nortt
tier, surprised Wheator
Academy (8-1) by a 17-3 mar:
gin. That sets Providence ug
for a rival contest against Jolie
Catholic (8-2) in round two.

An even bigger upset wa
5-4 Johnsburg (#15) silencing
undefeated Hyde Park (#2) 54
8. That leaves just Richmonc
(Burton) as the only other 10-(
team left in the north 4/
bracket.

The south bracket, where
the Coalers were bumped, stil
has three undefeated teams ir
Carterville, who they face or
Saturday, as well as Sacrec
Heart-Griffin and Macomb.

You can bet the two latte:
teams are hoping for a Coale:
surprise against Carterville. Sc
are we!

CANKX CATCH HIM - Wilmingtoni$ Brendan Moran breaks for the end zone during a 25-yard touchdown

run on Friday.
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WILMINGTON TIGHT END Joey Cortese reaches for the ball on a
45-yard pass play during the second quarter of Saturday’s win

over Chicago Christian.

Photo by Eric Fisher

WILDCAT SPORTS

turned into touchdowns.
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WILMINGTON’S KYLE FARRELL dives for a loose ball on just the second play of Saturday’s game against Chicago Christian when the
visiting Knights turned the ball over to the Wildcats. It was the first of two fumbles within the first three minutes which the Wildcats

‘Cats trlp up the Knights in first round

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

Chicago Christian learned the
hard way that you better hang onto
the ball if youre going to play the
defending 2A state champions.

The visiting Knights (5-5)
coughed up the ball three times
Saturday, twice in the first three min-
utes, and Wilmington's quick-strict
offense turned them into touch-
downs for a 41-7 first round victory.

“We preached that you have to
hang onto the football and for us to
get two turnovers within the first two
minutes says a lot about what set the
tone the rest of the game,” Wildcat
coach Jeff Reents commented. “That
says a lot too on how our defense
likes to go after the ball.”

Christian had no chance at a
kickoff return after Wildcat Reid
Juster sailed it in the end zone for a
touchback. The Knights took posses-
sion at their own 20 and managed
just two yards on their first run
attempt. Then linebacker Ryan
Nelson came charging in to slap the
ball free from the ball carrier and
Kyle Farrell was quick to pounce on

All the ‘Cats had to do was hand
it to half-back Colin James who bolt-
ed 24 yards for a score. With the PAT
kick by Juster, the ‘Cats were up 7-0 in
less than one minute.

The visitors tried to regroup but
three downs into their next series the
ball was stripped loose again. James
hit pay dirt again, this time from 12
yards out to go up 13-0.

“Once we got that second fum-
ble and touchdown everybody kind
of relaxed and we started playing
even better,” Reents said. “Turnovers
at the beginning of a game can be a
huge factor. We were fortunate to be
on the receiving end of them and we
obviously were able to run the ball
effectively tonight.”

Wilmington was back in the end
zone a short time later thanks a
strong second effort by James to stay
on his feet before breaking free 35
yards for a score. James would finish
the night with four touchdowns on
just seven carries for 118 yards.

Before the half was through the
‘Cats would get touchdowns runs
from Brendan Moran (25 yards),
Hunter Hayes (1 yards) and James (4
yards). Up 41-0 , the ‘Cats had the

ke

luxury of the fast clock for the third
straight game.

“Ever since the Braidwood game
(Week 6, 50-5 loss) I think we've been
taking positive steps with each game.
We haven’t taken a step back and
tonight that's what we talked about.
We said let's come out against a play-
off team and establish ourselves.
Let's keep going forward. And I think
we did that tonight,” said Reents.

One of the more heartening
plays of the game was a pass recep-
tion made by Joey Cortese.
Wilmington was 46 yards back when
on second down, Cortese lined up in
the tight end position. Quarterback
Ryder Meents rolled left spotting a
wide open Cortese hustling down the
home sideline. Meents put the ball in
the air.

“It felt like that ball was gonna
be up in the air forever,” said the
Wildcat junior who has been nursing
his knee after surgery a year ago. “I
just kept thinking don't drop it, just
don't drop it,” Cortese said.

The 6’4", 225-pound tight end
caught it without the grace of a balle-
rina, keeping his stride as he raced
for the end zone. He made it 45 yards
before being knocked out of bounds

Photo by Eric Fisher

BEHIND THE LINE - Wilmington senior Kade Hopwood (62) drops the Chicago Christian ball carrier

for a loss on Saturday during the first round of the Class 2A playoffs. The Wildcat defense held the
visitors to just 24 yards rushing all game.

What are

just shy of the goal line.

Why didn’'t he make it into the
end zone?

“I don’t have a quick first step,”
he said with a grin. “I'm pretty slow, I
guess I better work on that. I was just
like extremely excited to be given the
opportunity to get the ball. After
being out that long I'm just thankful
coach Southall and my teammates
still have faith in me,” Cortese said.

“He's been banged up a while
with his knee and we're glad to see
him come back,” said Reents. “Matter
of fact, that was almost a year ago
that we were at Sterling and he did
his knee. So I was happy he got the
pass tonight. He's been through a lot
and for him to get that kind of oppor-
tunity was a confidence builder. A big
kid like that who also played some
defensive end for us tonight only
adds depth to our team.”

Cortese’s catch was one of two
for the Wildcats. The other was a 6-
yarder to Juster as Meents finished 2-
for-3 for 51 yards.

With the ‘Cats playing their
reserves the second half, nine differ-
ent players contributed to the
ground game. Following James with
his 118 yards were Farrell with 45

yards in 10 attempts, Moran with one
TD run of 25 yards, Drew Walsh with
25 yards in five touches, Jake Castle
with four runs for 17 yards, Lucas
Rink one gain of 8 yards, Brandon
Stahulak 6 yard in four attempts and
Hunter Osipavicius two carries for
five yards.

Credit the Wildcat defense for
shutting down Christian. They held
the Knights to just 78 yards of total
offense -- 24 rushing, 54 passing.

Joey Allgood deserves the Mr.
Quick award, for intercepting a pass
while recovering two fumbles.

Moran finished with seven tack-
les including two for a loss. Zach
Wills was in on five stops while Cade
McCubbin had three tackles.
Contributing two tackles each were
Logan Adermann, Salvador Lozano,
Osipavicius and Cortese.

Others tackles were recorded by
Farrell, Nelson, Stahulak, Austin Izzi,
Joel Greenidge, Walsh, Castle, Austin
Olsen, Jake Wandless, Juster, Kade
Hopwood, Nathan Sundine, Matt
Swisher and Meents.

The Wildcats (9-1) will host Tri-
Valley Downs at 6 p.m. Saturday.

Photo by Eric Fisher

LIKE THE ENERGIZER BUNNY, Wilmington running back Colin James just keeps on going, even after

being hit by would-be tacklers from Chicago Christian on Saturday. James ran in four touchdowns to
lead all rushers with 118 yards in sven carries.
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