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Two new cases of COVID-19
among staff members in the
Wilmington 209-U School District
forced administrators to make adjust-
ments to its in-person learning plan
for this week.

On Oct. 22, Superintendent Dr.
Matt Swick sent an email to parents in
the district, informing them that one
of the teachers at Wilmington High
School had tested positive for the
novel coronavirus.

“This staff member successfully
followed all the necessary steps and
protocols. It has been determined
that this teacher was not in close con-

tact with any students,” Swick told
families. “We have identified one staff
member that was in close contact
with this teacher. This staff member
will self-quarantine for a period of 14
days.”

Close contact is defined by the
Illinois Department of Public Health
(IDPH) to mean spending more than
15 minutes within 6 feet of an individ-
ual who tested positive for COVID-19
or otherwise exhibited symptoms of
COVID-19 within 48 hours of the per-
son’s onset of symptoms.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) last week
altered the close contact definition
slightly, changing the 15 minute rule
from 15 continuous minutes to 15

cumulative minutes in a single day.
Swick said the educator was

recovering at home.
However, on Friday, a second

message was sent home to families,
alerting them to a second positive
among support staff at WHS.

“We do not believe this was con-
nected to the teacher who recently
tested positive. It has also been deter-
mined that this employee was not in
close contact with any students,”
Swick wrote. “However, we have
determined that this staff member
was in close contact with a few other
adults.  These staff members will self-
quarantine for a period of 14 days.”

Swick added that the support
staff member who tested positive was

asymptomatic.
But, with those two positive tests

plus others awaiting results, the dis-
trict opted to cancel food services and
send students home early on Friday,
Oct. 22.

On Sunday, families were
informed that the district was still
awaiting some test results for support
staff, and, out of an abundance of
caution, would make changes to the
school day this week.

“Although none of our Food
Services employees have actually
tested positive for COVID at this time,
as a result of close contacts, we
believe that the wisest and safest
course of action for the week ahead is
to implement early student dis-

missals for each day,” Swick told fam-
ilies, noting that Friday, Oct. 30 was
already on the calendar as a sched-
uled early release day.

“We decided to exercise extra
caution in striving to ensure the safe-
ty and well-being of both staff and
students,” he said.

Dismissal times for this week are
as follows:

• Bruning, 12 p.m.
•WHS, 12:15 p.m.
•WMS and SIS, 12:20 p.m.

The district also canceled all
breakfast and lunch for both remote
and in-person students for the week.

Students are required to engage

COVID cases alter school schedule for District 209-U
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BETTER LATE THAN NEVER — Roadwork in Wilmington kicked off later than usual, as Austin Tyler began resurfacing projects
last week. Crews were seen working along Mill, Jackson, Van Buren and McIntyre streets on Monday as the first snow flurries of
the season fell. The roadwork is part of this year’s Motor Fuel tax (MFT) project, which will consist of blacktop repaving this
month. Tar and chip projects slated for alleyways will wait until spring. MFT funds are taxes collected at the gas pump by the state
then redistributed to municipalities and highway districts, earmarked specifically for local road projects.

Local road projects underway

Monthly fee will
now be based on
size of meter
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Wilmington
has amended how it charges
for new water meters. City offi-
cials said the plan is designed
to make sure everyone is pay-
ing their fair share when it
comes to those new meters.

On Oct. 20, the council
approved an ordinance
amending city code on meters
and rates.

The ordinance amends
the monthly fee for installa-
tion and replacement of
meters, which will now be
billed in accordance with the
size of a customer’s meter.

“Commercial meters that
are larger than the residential
ones were paying the same

water meter replacement fee
for their bill, and their water
meters were substantially
more,” Alderman Ben Dietz
explained. “Three, four, nine
times more. So, all we’re doing
is changing the language for
the commercial side of it, so
that they’re paying their fair
cost of what it costs to replace
their meters.”

Until the change, every
water customer in the city was
paying $2.93 on their monthly
bill for their meter replace-
ment fee.

The change will go into
effect with the addition of a
2% annual increase on overall
water bills, however, the fee
will now be dependent on the
size of the meter.

“Everyone in town, com-
mercial or residential, was
paying [the same] regardless.
Now they will be paying based
on the size of their meter,”
Dietz said.

Rate increases set
for monthly water
meter charge

STAFF REPORT

A standing ovation met
one of the strongest volunteer
groups in Wilmington
Thursday, Oct. 22 at the Park
District Board of
Commissioners’ meeting.

The Community
Foundation for Wilmington
Parks, Recreation, and
Improvement was recognized
for their outstanding service to
the betterment of the
Wilmington community.

In early Spring of 2020, the
Community Foundation and
Wilmington Park District
teamed up to recover some
gently used playground equip-
ment from Alsip Park District. 

The equipment consisted
of two elements: a toddler
play structure and as well as a
youth structure

After successful recovery
and careful planning, the tod-

dler structure was strategically
installed at Children’s
Memorial Park on the week-
end of Oct. 10.

Mulch and final touches
were completed on Oct. 15 by
park district staff, and the new
equipment made its debut for
area children a few days later.

“The new playground
structure looks incredible.
Many have already comple-
mented how great it looks and
have taken their children to
play on it,” said Andrew
Liaromatis, Superintendent of
Recreation with the
Wilmington Park District.

“The volunteers did an
extraordinary job with the

Wilmington Park District
thanks volunteers

STAFF REPORT

Half of Illinois’ 102 coun-
ties were placed on the state’s
COVID-19 warning list last
week, including Will County.

That warning list is in
addition to the resurgence
mitigation placed on Region 7,
which consists of Will and
Kankakee Counties.

As of Tuesday, those num-
bers remain on the rise in
Region 7.

The regional data is post-
ed to the Illinois Department
of Public Health (IDPH) web-
site with a three day lag peri-
od. As of Tuesday, the latest

numbers indicate eight days
of positivity increases in
Region 7, with the latest
reported data from Saturday,
Oct. 24 at 9.6%.

That marks six days in a
row where the positivity rate
was above 9%.

The numbers are higher
for Will County when separat-
ed from Region 7.

The positivity rates in Will
County were 9.5%, 9.7% 9.5%,
9.8%, and 10% for Oct. 20, 21,
22, 23 and 24, respectively.

The positivity rate is cal-
culated as total positive tests
to total tests.

That means Will County
remains under those resur-

gence mitigations. 
Per the governor’s Restore

Illinois plan, mitigations will
be applied if a region’s positiv-
ity rate averages greater than
or equal to 8% for three con-
secutive days, or if a region
experiences a sustained
increase in the positivity rate
(increases in 7 out of 10 days)
and sustained increase in hos-
pital admissions for a COVID-
19 like illness or reduction in
hospital capacity that threat-
ens surge capabilities (avail-
ability of ICU or med/surgical
beds under 20 percent).

If a region has exceeded
IDPH criteria that trigger
additional mitigations to com-

bat a resurgence of COVID-19
and prevent uncontrollable
spread, new measures are
necessary to curtail further
spread.

Region 7 entered the
resurgence mitigation phase
on Friday, Oct. 23.

Those mitigations
include no indoor service at
bars and restaurants, closure
of all bars by 11 p.m., no party
buses, limits on gatherings to
25% of the venue capacity, and
gaming and casinos limited to
25% venue capacity, must
close by 11 p.m., and must

COVID-19 positivity rate continues to climb
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in at least one hour of instruction from
home this week.

Swick said all students would receive
details from their teachers on extended
learning. 

“These activities will look differently
for students across various grade levels
and school buildings,” Swick said. 

The Illinois State Board of Education
has required all students to participate in
five hours of learning in order to count as
a full day of school.  

Swick noted that the four hours of in-
person and remote direct instruction that
will take place during each morning this
week, combined with a daily hour of
remote learning to satisfy that require-
ment.

All district buildings, classrooms,
hallways, entryways, gyms and other
spaces are cleaned and disinfected at the
end of each day.

Per the district’s reopening plan,
individual students and their
parents/guardians as well as staff mem-
bers are contacted directly by a school
district nurse or administrator and/or an
official from the Will County Health
Department if they are ever identified as a
close contact for a confirmed COVID

case.
Students and staff are also required

to  self-monitor each day for any poten-
tially COVID-related symptoms or elevat-
ed body temperatures. 

Anyone experiencing symptoms or
elevated temps should stay home and
communicate as soon as possible with
the appropriate school nurse, building
principal or immediate supervisor.

“I apologize for any inconvenience,”
Swick said. “But we feel it is important to
proceed with extra caution, when neces-
sary, as we continue to work through this
challenging school year.”

Earlier last week, the members of the
board of education held a brief discussion
on the state of the district’s in-person
learning plan.

Swick said that while nothing can
replace in person learning, teachers are
working hard on implementing and
organizing plans for all required remote
options.

“I’ve very thankful for the 80% that
are hear, wearing their masks, keeping
kids safe, keeping each other safe, doing
the thing that we do inside our walls,”
Swick told the board, adding that the dis-
trict’s remote teachers had “stepped up”
to help with the planning.

“Without them, we wouldn’t be
pulling off what we’re pulling off right
now,” Swick said. “It’s gone well... You
can’t replace face to face teaching and

learning. You build relationships face to
face. Whether it’s coaching, teaching, you
sharpen people face to face. But, they’ve
made the best of the situation we’re in. So,
I couldn’t be more impressed.”

Prior to the end of the week infec-
tions, the district had a total of seven stu-
dents  and one teacher who had previous-
ly tested positive.

Swick said one of those students was
a remote learner, while another was diag-
nosed prior to the return of in-person
instruction.

“It can happen overnight,” Swick said
of the virus. “You can have a few infec-
tions, you have to deal with the county
health department and make good deci-
sions. But, we’ve been very fortunate, and
I just have to give credit to our people, the
kids and the adults. They’re doing what’s
asked of them, they’re keeping distance,
they’re following the procedures and pro-
tocols, they’re wearing their masks.”

Swick said the district plans to return
to its regular in-person learning on
Monday, Nov. 2. 

There is no school on Tuesday, Nov. 3,
for the 2020 General Election, which is
now a state holiday in Illinois.

Parent-teacher conferences are
scheduled to take place on Nov. 11 from 3
p.m. to 7 p.m., and Nov. 12 from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. Those conferences will take place
virtually.

209-U

The monthly fees will be
assessed as follows:

• 1 inch meter — $2.24
• 1.5 inch meter — $3.26
• 2 inch meter — $6.84
• 3 inch meter — $7.61
• 4 inch meter — $8.38
• 6 inch meter — $11.04
• 8 inch meter — $14.19
The increase is expected

to help better cover the costs
of the meters overall. For
those with 1 inch meters, the
new installation cost is $506.
But for 8 inch meters, that cost
is $4,552. Yet, until now, those
customers were paying the
same amount monthly.

The meters have an aver-
age life expectancy of 15 years.

The Water, Sewer, Streets
and Alleys Committee for-
warded the amendment to the
council for approval.

During their meeting ear-
lier this month, committee
members said it was time to
level the field where paying for

the meters is concerned.
“We’ve been taken aback

on all these giant meters for
quite some time, charging the
same amount as the residen-
tial rate for them,” Alderman
Frank Studer said.

During that same com-
mittee meeting on Oct. 14, the
committee reviewed hun-
dreds of past due water billing
accounts.

Those accounts repre-
sents tens of thousands of dol-
lars combined that individuals
and businesses are in arrears
to the city for their water
billing.

The past due amount to
the city in the current billing
cycle is $75,907.

Additionally, there is a
total of $40,336 that is less
than 30 days past due; $48,568
that is 30 to 60 days past due;
$652 that is 60 to 90 days past
due; and $2,944 that is more
than 90 days past due.

Several of those cus-
tomers who are past due are
already on a payment plan
with the city.

Alderman Dietz asked if it
was possible to work with
some of those customers fur-
ther in an effort to get them
into compliance. For those
who are perpetually late on
their bills, they are slapped
with a 10% late fee. But, that
late fee is added every month
that the customer is not up to
date.

“It obviously, not that we
want to cut people off, but,
what are we doing to remedy
it?” he asked. “For those fre-
quent flyers, is there any
amnesty program we can do
for them? Would there be any
way if they can avoid the 10%
[late fee] if they’re current and
paying [the promised
amount]. Just to make them
not pay the 10% late fee.”

Dietz said the added late
fee might create a bigger bur-
den as folks try to pay down
their bills.

The committee did not
vote to take any action on that
program.

In other news before the
committee on Oct. 14:

• Water Superintendent
Robert Bland delivered to the
committee his monthly water
report.

For the month of
September, the city lost

37.55% percent of water,
which is unaccounted for.
Public works has been trying
to track down the source of the
water loss, which has been as
high as 54% this year.

“It’s starting to trend
down. We have a way to go,
but we’re getting there,” Bland
said of the water loss issue.

• The city will research
costs for repairing a sinkhole
on Wabash Street, one that
could be as deep as 17 feet.

• Alderman Dietz said he’s
been contacted to look into
whether a stop sign can be
added at the intersection of
Ridge and Buchannan

“I’ve had no less than 15
people ask me for this. If you
go down there and you sit
there after school, it is an
absolute highway... You pass
three intersections without a
stop sign. In my opinion, it’s
an issue,” he said. “The idea is,
it’s not a main street. And
without stop signs for half a
mile right next to the school, it
creates in my opinion a pretty
big safety issue.”

The Wilmington Police
Department will look into the
issue and will likely conduct a
traffic study at the site before
bringing a recommendation
back to the City Council.

Meters

adhere to mitigations for
bars and restaurants, if
applicable. 

The resurgence miti-
gations do not affect sports
or outdoor activities not
otherwise included in the
exposure or gathering set-
tings.

IDPH will continue to
track the positivity rate in
regions requiring addition-
al mitigations over a 14-
day monitoring period to
determine if mitigations
can be relaxed, if addition-
al mitigations are required,
or if current mitigation
should remain in place.

If the positivity rate
averages less than or equal
to 6.5% over a three day
period, the region will
return to Phase 4 mitiga-
tions under the Restore
Illinois Plan.

If the positivity rate
averages between 6.5%
and 8%, IDPH will contin-
ue to monitor the region to
determine if additional
mitigations are needed.

If the positivity rate
averages greater than or
equal to 8%  after 14 days,
more stringent mitigations
can be applied to further
reduce spread of the virus,
which could include
reducing capacity on
organized group recre-
ation, fitness or other
activities supported by
local contact tracing data
and temporary suspension
of certain activities.

Per guidelines from
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC), close contacts of
positive cases should quar-
antine for 14 days since the
last encounter with the
sick individual. 

With a resurgence of
the virus in the state,
health officials remind res-
idents they can help slow
the spread by wearing a
face covering in public,
maintain acceptable social
distancing, and frequent
hand washing.

In an emotional
address to the public on
Friday,  Oct. 23, IDPH
Director Ngozi Ezike said
it’s sad to see the numbers
going up again.

“I’ve never run a
marathon, but I have the
utmost regard for those
who’ve been able to train

and plan and finish a
marathon. But this is a dif-
ficult race when you can’t
actually see the endpoint,
and I’m sorry that that’s the
message I have for you,”
Ezike said. 

“Nevertheless, I’m
asking you to fight the
fatigue. Fight the urge to
give up on social distanc-
ing. Fight for your kids to
have safe, health opportu-
nity to have in-person
learning in school with
teachers who were trained
to teach them in the class-
room,” she continued.
“Fight to have safe, healthy
environments in which we
can work so that business-
es can remain open so that
our economies can start to
thrive again. This does
mean wearing your mask.” 

The IDPH reported
Tuesday 4,000 new con-
firmed cases of COVID-19
in Illinois, including 46
additional deaths, includ-
ing two people in Will
County, a female in her 70s
and a male in his 80s.

The IDPH is reporting
a total of 382,985 cases,
including 9,568 deaths, in
102 counties in Illinois.
The age of cases ranges
from younger than one to
older than 100 years.

The preliminary
seven-day statewide posi-
tivity for cases as a percent
of total test from Oct. 20
through Oct. 26 is 6.4%.

As of Monday, 2,758
people in Illinois were
reported to be in the hos-
pital with COVID-19. Of
those, 595 patients were in
the ICU and 241 patients
with COVID-19 were on
ventilators.

In the 60481 zip code,
which includes
Wilmington, Shadow
Lakes, Symerton, and sur-
rounding rural areas, the
total number of positive
cases as of Tuesday is 228
of 5,520 tests performed, a
positivity rate of 4.1%.

In the 60408 zip code,
which includes
Braidwood, the total is 128
out of 2,111 tests per-
formed, a positivity rate of
6%

Case per zip code data
can be found on the IDPH
website at dph.illinois.gov.

“With our mask and
our clean hands and our
physical distancing we can
prevent exposure to this
deadly virus,” Ezike said
during a press conference
in Peoria on Monday.

COVID

Local businesses can apply for financial assistance grants
through the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (DCEO).

Millions of dollars are still available through the Business
Interruption Grant (BIG) Program for businesses who have
been financially impacted by closures related to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Representatives at DCEO say the agency is prioritizing
counties, such as Will, under mitigations for the current round
of BIG grants.

The BIG program is open to businesses (for-profit and
nonprofit) with $20 million or less in annual revenue in 2019
and experienced losses due to COVID-19. 

Applications are now being taken and can be downloaded
a t
www2.illinois.gov/dceo/SmallBizAssistance/Pages/C19Disadv
antagedBusGrants.aspx.

DCEO grants available
Waste Management will

collect yard waste materials
for Wilmington residential
customers, including tree
branches, leaves, grass clip-
pings and brush, until Nov. 27

Yard waste is collected by
Waste Management once per
week on the same day as the
refuse collection. All yard
waste items placed out for col-

lection by residents must be at
the curb by 6 a.m.  

Yard waste materials can
be placed in kraft paper bags,
which can be purchased at
local retail stores. Ninety-six
gallon yard waste carts are
available for rent from Waste
Management by contacting
the Customer Service Center
at 1-800-796-9696. 

Branches and brush must
be cut into 4-foot lengths and
bundled with string or twine.
Each bundle must not exceed
50 pounds.

Unbundled brush will not
be collected. Whole trees and
limbs greater than 4 inches in
diameter and stumps are not
included in the weekly pickup. 

Please note that sod,
whole trees, stumps and dirt
are not part of the weekly yard
waste program.   

The yard refuse program
resumes April 1, 2021. 

The city of Wilmington
discontinued its leaf vacuum
service in 2016.

Yard waste pickup
available through Nov. 27
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Located on the
north side of town,
just past the railroad
bridge, is the site of a
former economic
hub. Try not to look
at as it is now, but
rather through the
lens of the way back
machine. Set it for
1870 at the north
end of Water Street.

The 1870's saw
Wilmington's economic hopes
that she had become a canal
town. The Kankakee
Navigation Company had
invested much money in dams
and locks, in dredging and
banking for the sole purpose of
selling the water power thus
created to mills and factories.
Secondarily shipping by canal
boat became the cheapest way
to go, certainly cheaper than
the railroad.

The first factory to be built
after the improvements to the
river were completed was the
Nut and Bolt factory, erected
by Chapman and Jukes in July
of 1873. Located on the east

bank of the
canal race it was
designed to use
water power to
provide the
motivating force
for the machin-
ery. 

. We read in
October of 1873,
“The motive
power, which
gives life to the

whole concern, is a fine
Bartlett cased turbine water
wheel, of four feet in diameter
and 80 horsepower - yet the
amount of water required is
scarcely noticeable. In front of
the works is an open space of
50 feet, which is being leveled
up nicely, and will give ample
space for loading on canal
boats, drays, etc.

The machinery is new,
nicely painted, and in good
condition; the gearings run
smooth as clockwork, and
almost noiselessly. Mr.
Chapman, late of Rockford,
has the benefit of 12 years'
active experience in this busi-

ness, and has apparently
turned it to practical account
in this enterprise. 

His associate, Mr. C. J.
Jukes, is already well known in
this community as a man of
shrewd business capacity and
tact.  The firm has kept steadily
onward with its work, in the
face of local and general
money panics - has pushed on
its labor of local enterprise
with that energy which must
and will lead to success.” 

“Although the works are
but yet in their infancy, they
employ about twenty opera-
tives whose wages in the aggre-
gate amount from $800 (about
$17,300 today) to $1,000
($21,600) per month, and who
turn out about 2,000 pounds,
or 10,000 bolts and nuts daily.
When in full blast the works
will employ a force 25 or 30
operatives. Messrs. Chapman
& Jukes are the first to utilize
the water power created by the
Kankakee Company. Their
investment will reach $30,000
($649,000), and that the firm
will soon realize a handsome

remuneration for its enter-
prise, capital and labor, is the
hope of every good citizen.”

Unfortunately for
Chapman and Jukes, Daniels
bank failed the same year and
the national economy tanked
as well.  They both lost their
shirts. In the spring of 1875 we
read, “E. W. Willard having
failed in his endeavor to sell
the nut and bolt factory as it is,
has received an order to trans-
port the machinery, fixtures,
stock, etc., to Chicago, and sell
to the highest bidder for cash,
after properly advertising.”

The building stood empty
for several months until an
enterprising citizen started a
new venture. We read in August
of 1875, “It appears that Dr.
Trott has purchased the “nut
and bolt factory” property, and
is casting about with a view to
establishing a paper mill in
that building. The doctor is in
correspondence with practical
men and it is to be hoped that
his efforts will be successful.
Now, gentlemen, is an oppor-
tunity for organizing a stock
company in an enterprise that
will pay.”

By the spring of 1876 there
was rejoicing, “Yes,
Wilmington is to have a paper
mill, and that within six
months. The edict has gone

forth and the papers are
signed, sealed and delivered.
On yesterday an ambassador
of the Advocate learned the
following from the best author-
ity:  The ponderous machinery
of the mill will be brought to
this city as soon as navigation
opens, and it is thought will be
in operation on or about
August 1st.  It will be located at
the nut and bolt factory place,
and will manufacture what is
known as “straw board,” for
boxes, etc.  As to its require-
ments, it will consume an aver-
age of eight tons of straw, and
seven tons of coal, daily.”

Is any of the original nut
and bolt factory still standing?
I doubt it because in 1879 we
read, “The startling and rapid
tones of the fire bell alarmed
many of our citizens on
Sunday morning.  “The paper
mill's afire!” passed from
mouth to mouth, and hun-
dreds of feet hurried toward
the scene to find the fire fiend
in full and undisputed posses-
sion of the premises.  The pon-
derous and costly machinery
was rapidly becoming a heap
of blackened ruins, notwith-
standing every effort of the
Hook and Ladder Company
and scores of willing citizens.
The buckets of the company -
numbering perhaps 30 or 40 -
were about the only ones on

the ground, so all that the
greater part of the crowd could
do was to look on idly at the
work of destruction.  A large
amount of manufactured stock
was on hand, but to save any
part of it or the machinery in
the mill was simply out of the
question.”

The paper mill was rebuilt
and added to many times over
the years. It was sold and
resold, each company produc-
ing a slightly different product,
but all adding to the economy
of Wilmington. Who knows
what it yet may become?
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Nuts and bolts, straw and paper, the mill

AN AD FOR the new paper mill
in Wilmington from the 1870s.

install. I am beyond grateful
to have a group like the
Community Foundation in
Wilmington,” he continued

As a thank you for their
efforts, the Wilmington Park
District presented the
Community Foundation
members with a gift at the
board meeting Thursday
night.

Upon presentation,
Board of Commissioners
President Randy Hill stood
to give them a standing ova-
tion.

“The long-term impact
of what the Foundation
accomplished is truly
remarkable,” said the park
district’s Executive Director
Renee Chavez. “With fund-
ing being as limited as it is in
the district’s minuscule
budget, having a volunteer
base that was able to tackle
an approximate $50,000
project at virtually no cost is
tremendous.

“I hope everyone gets a
chance to thank this group
for all of the hard work they
have put in for the commu-
nity over the last couple of
years. From Veteran’s
Memorial Park to Children’s
Memorial Park, the impacts
of this group’s actions will
reflect for decades to come,”
Chavez continued.

In other action from the
park board meeting on Oct.
22, the  board of commis-
sioners was presented with
financial facts of the ramifi-
cations of the COVID-19
pandemic.

A member of First
Midstate, the district’s bond
council, presented to the
board information on what
the future of the district’s
bond options are if it
becomes necessary.

Currently, the park dis-
trict is on year six of a 10-
year bond, expected to
reach its maturity in 2024.

With the district’s debt
service being restricted to
only $14,799, its ability to
borrow is very limited with-

out bonding long term.
Options explored were

restructuring the current
bond to either 10 or 16
years, each of which would
extend the current bond’s
maturity date. It would gen-
erate the funds needed to
recover lost revenue from
the COVID-19 shut down.

“From the recent shut
downs and the current
restrictions put in place, the
District has lost approxi-
mately $60,000 in revenue,”
Chavez said. “We have to
start looking at options to
recover that revenue. People
are returning to recreate,
but not at the pace needed.
Restructuring our bonds
may be our most viable
option.”

The Board of
Commissioners next meet-
ing is Nov. 19.

The board will conduct
a workshop on the different
bond restructure options
and visit other ordinances
addressing surplus items.

Parks

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

It was a ‘one-at-a-time’
lesson for waterfowl hunters
who showed up Saturday for
opening day at the Mazonia-
Braidwood Fish & Wildlife Area
in Braceville.

The state initiated new
procedures for the daily blind
drawing for the 2,640-acre
cooling lake in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
everything went off as
planned.

“Everyone kept their
patience and it worked out
pretty well,” said Todd at the
Mazonia office. “We had 20
boats on the lake on Saturday
and 18 boats back on Sunday.”

In the past the morning
draw, done one hour before
shooting time, was a gathering
of 60 or more hunters who
stood elbow-to-elbow sipping
coffee while swapping hunting
tales. At the designated minute
a card would be drawn from a
box and if your hunting party
was lucky to be first, you
stepped up to a board to select
one of 25 blind locations.

That routine has changed
and hunters are asked to stay
in their vehicle with only one
person in their party allowed
near the office at a time.

When hunters arrive, one
member of a party checks in at
the window of the main office
to tell the names of all hunters
in their boat. Office staff write
them down on a sign-
in/waterfowl harvest card.

The hunting party's card is

then put in a barrel to be
drawn for one of the 25 stakes.
The hunter that checked in the
party is given an FM radio fre-
quency and a lake hunting
map and is asked to return to
their vehicle.

At the designated draw
time, staff now announce
names over an FM transmitter.
The party's representative
returns to the check station
and chooses a hunting stake.
Hunters are asked to keep
track of blinds taken during
the draw to help speed up the
process.

Hunting party pulls away,
goes to stake and records har-
vest under each respective
hunter on the card at the end
of the hunt. Hunting party
places card in the lock box
located outside the main office
at the end of each day's hunt.

“One of the changes this
year is no one will be allowed
to park along Huston Road
during the drawing. We’re hav-
ing everyone pull into the
parking lot and along Mazonia
entrance road to park there,”
Todd said.

There will be no re-draw
for blinds and there will be no
standby drawings after the
main draw for Braidwood Lake
and the Mazonia North and
South Units.

Mazonia North and South
Unit blinds will follow the
same procedure for open
blinds available daily.

Todd said like last year
some boats who didn’t get an
early pick opted out altogether
for the day. Saturday’s harvest

included 101 ducks and six
geese. On Sunday, the count
was 40 ducks and three geese.

“That will change with the
weather. Once a little nasty
weather arrives, so will the
ducks,” Todd said.

In a worst case scenario a
staff member at Mazonia tests
positive for the coronavirus
that would require the office to
shut down for two weeks right
in the middle of the 60-day
season.

The hunting site, like last
year, is closed on Mondays and
Tuesdays.
First-come, first-served

at Heidecke Lake
No daily blind drawing is

taking place this year at
Heidecke Lake State Fish &
Wildlife Area. Instead, the
Grundy County lake in the
North Zone is on a first-come,
first-served basis.

The first group of hunters
to line up for opening day a
week earlier arrived at 6:30
p.m. the night before.

Heidecke previously oper-
ated on a daily drawing like at
Mazonia-Braidwood.

Heidecke hunters now
pick up a harvest card at sign-
in/sign-out box located near
the boat ramp.

These cards are placed on
the dashboard of the vehicle
while hunting or left at the
sign-in box/kiosk.

Upon completion of hunt-
ing, hunters must deposit
completed harvest cards in the
locked sign-out boxes.

Hunters harvest waterfowl
‘one-at-a-time’

File photo

HUNTERS NO LONGER can stand outside the Mazonia-Braidwood Fish & Wildlife office like in this
2014 photo and swap hunting tales before the drawing to determine waterfowl blind locations on
Braidwood cooling lake. The daily draw, done 1 1/2 hours before sunrise, was somewhat of a social
event among hunters before COVID-19 came along. Now the drawing is done by FM radio transmitter
to hunters sitting in their vehicles.
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Kudos to decorators
WILMINGTON—Just wanted to applaud

the person/people who have taken the time to
decorate the downtown area for the fall season.
Your hard work is much appreciated and does
not go unnoticed. Many thanks, Katrina Skoryi

Accomplishing more
WILMINGTON—I have a contractor work-

ing on my house and he and I discussed the
election. He cannot stand to listen to President
Trump and I can agree with that. But as he said,
and I agree, Trump has done more for this
country in my life and his life and even for
minorities. So what you vote for is not the per-
sonality. It’s the administration and what they
do for America. Forget the personality.

Standing room only
WILMINGTON—Remember years ago

when you went to the emergency room only to
find there was standing room only? That night-
mare was the tragic American healthcare sys-
tem for decades. Obamacare resolved the
crowded emergency rooms and many other
problems, especially guaranteeing preexisting
condition coverage for all health insurance
policies. But for 4 years President Trump has
been crippling Obamacare with executive
orders and now Trump is striking Obamacare
down completely using the Supreme Court.
What will happen? Will we return to the days
when people stood in line for hours to receive
charitable healthcare? Will we return to the
days when hospitals performed surgeries free
of charge because people couldn’t pay? Before
Obamacare my co-worker needed heart sur-
gery and was forced to find a charity to pay for
it. Fortunately she was in her 20s, because
charities seldom had enough funding to help
older people. It was a healthcare horror into
which Trump and Republicans want to drag us
downward once again. Irene D.

Devastating for workers
WILMINGTON—We cannot trust

Democrat legislators in Springfield to keep
their promise about the Fair Tax not affecting
97% of the population. We cannot trust
Democrats to send more money to our local
schools and cities. Even Lightfoot is making
Chicago Public schools pay more of their fair
share in her new budget. Many Illinois small
business, manufacturers and farmers are suf-
fering because of our poorly run state and the
Covid-19. This is worst possible time to vote yes
for a massive tax hike. The TV ads and flyers we
are receiving in the mailbox are full of lies. The
governor and Democrats make promises all the
time about not raising fees and taxes. This year
Democrats  doubled the gas tax,  tripled new
car title fees, cigarette and alcohol taxes up,
drivers license fees went up, and our vehicle
plate fees tripled to name a few. By voting no
we will avoid a graduated tax that makes it eas-
ier to tax low and middle income families.
Because it will be very easy to change income
brackets with stroke of a pen. A no vote can
stop the Democrat State Treasurer from using
the graduated income tax as a way of taxing
retirement income. The proposed tax rates are
merely a starting point. If we vote yes to a grad-
uated-rate income tax, there are compelling
reasons to believe that rates may climb higher,
and that more taxpayers would be subjected to
higher rates by Democrats changing the tax
rate and tax brackets, which can include retire-
ment income. By changing the constitution, we
repeal critical tax payer protections. Future leg-
islators will be allowed to tax the same dollar of
income over and over. The most important
thing to know about this "fair tax" is that pro-
posed tax rates are not part of the constitution-
al amendment. That means future Springfield
legislatures can adopt rates and brackets of
their choosing. We are not voting on rates! The
Illinois legislators vote on rate. We are voting to
change the Illinois constitution to strike out the
flat tax to be replaced. The current "fair tax"
rates is not a tax cut for 97% of taxpayers. At the
end of the day, the Illinois Chamber states that
it is nearly impossible to raise new tax revenues
with a graduated tax without significantly
increase taxes on the middle class. A graduated
income tax will be devastating for workers and
businesses and job creation. We cannot tax our
way out of the debt run up in Springfield. JB
needs the legislator to eliminated government
waste, corruption and fraud first. Then come to
taxpayers with their hand out. The governor
needs to do his job instead of turning to tax-
payers for a bail-out for out of control spend-
ing.

Political commercials
WILMINGTON—You can't avoid political

ads just now.  First, 90% of the commercials are
for people not on my ballot.  Second, they
never identify their party anymore.  If on the
ballot, own up to your party affiliation.  Lastly,
constantly bringing up pre-existing medical
conditions is overdone. There are plenty of
other issues to also discuss.

Party attitude
WILMINGTON—Why is it that people who

have Trump signs in front of their homes end
up getting vandalized or stolen? But people
who have Biden signs don’t. Does this have
anything to do with how violent the Democrat
party is? Where as the Republican party is not
interested in damage like ANTIFA and BLM.

Taxpayers have decided
WILMINGTON—Mayor Roy Strong, you

put the dam’s future for the people to decide
and when the majority of the people made
their decision to remove the dam on the state’s
expense you now want a new vote because it’s
not what you wanted. We, the people, don’t
care what you or the aldermen say. You should
listen to what the people voted for. Also, not
everyone should have a say on the future of the
dam. The only people who should be able to
vote are the people who pay property taxes. If
you want the dam to stay then the next time
someone drowns then you, the aldermen and
the people who want the dam to stay should
foot the bill, not the people who don’t want
their property tax bill raised from being sued
again. That dam is not worth another loss of
life.

Keep the dam
WILMINGTON—Before any decision gets

made concerning the river dam, shouldn’t the
Corps of Engineers be involved? Has the city or
state DNR spoken with the Corps to see how
badly the river will drop above the dam? If the
Corps of Engineers has been involved we
haven’t heard or read anything. What about the
Godley Water District and its intent to with-
draw up to 32 million gallons of water a day
near Custer Park? Their tapping of the river as a
regional water source will impact the river.
We’re downstream of that and the river will be
down to a trickle. Let’s hear what the Corps
thinks about that before the dam is removed.

Open to all
LAKEWOOD SHORES—If Wilmington let’s

the state take out the dam it will ruin the fish-
ing and boating in our area. I know we’re not in
the city limits but the poll being taken should
be opened up to all the public, not just city
people. This has been a dry year and right now,
even after some rain, you can walk across the
river upstream of the dam and not get your
knees wet. It will be worse if the dam is
removed.

Insist they fund all
WILMINGTON—Why is it the state will

pay to remove the dam and not pay if the town
says it wants to step ladder the thing? The
money saved up to fix the dangerous dams
throughout the state was dedicated years ago.
So if the city says it wants to keep the dam but
terrace it to get rid of the underwash, the part
that cause people to drown, then that should
be an option paid for by the state. Seems to me
our city administrator and mayor should be
insisting that the state pay for all the options,
not just removal, because the money is there.

Bad plan Joe
WILMINGTON—Biden's tax proposal is

not good for families and small businesses.
Stanford University economists find Biden's
tax hike will kill jobs and over time medium
family incomes will drop. Biden's tax hike plan
will raise taxes on middle-class families by over
$2,000  each tax year due to repeal of Trumps
tax cuts. Repealing Trumps tax reform would
cut our child tax credits in half. Millions of low
and middle class families will have to pay for
Obamacare individual mandate tax. Instead,
we will have a lower standard of living, fewer
jobs available, and lower wages. Biden's tax
hike on businesses will always get passed on to
workers and consumers. This is terrible time to
raise taxes on anyone, small businesses, farm-
ers, or corporations. Tax hikes on businesses
means less money for workers, no hiring and
investments. Biden's large tax hike will cause a
loss of 4.9 million jobs and shrink the economy
by $2.6 trillion. Trump wants to keep lowering
our taxes. Vote "No" to all Democrats running
for election that want to raise our taxes.
Businesses always pass on taxes on products
and services.

COVID deaths
WILMINGTON—According to the CDC

only 6% of all Covid deaths were due to Covid
alone.  On average there were 2.5 other medical
conditions present (diabetes, heart disease,
etc.).  Interpret this as you wish, but it's obvi-
ously better to be healthy.  If not, perhaps self-
quarantine is the safest route. The pandemic
will be around for who knows how long, but we
can surely learn to adapt to the so called new
normal.

Law and order
CUSTER PARK—Who is breaking the law

in our country? These days kidnapping plots
and civil war plans are all the rage by those
practicing mob rule. A man was arrested on
October 16 who threatened to kidnap and kill
the mayor of Wichita, KS for mandating face
masks, and 13 people were arrested on October
8 for plotting to kidnap Michigan Governor
Whitmer for restrictions to curb the virus. The
strategy of Michigan's Wolverine Watchmen
included killing law enforcement to take down
the governor in addition to their long-term goal
of inciting civil war. Does President Trump dis-
courage this violence? Quite the contrary. He
encourages it because Trump doesn’t approve
of masks or restrictions. Amid chants of “lock
her up” at rallies, Trump claimed Governor
Whitmer is a ‘wannabe dictator’. Wrong. That is
Trump’s goal. Trump worships Putin, Erdogan
and Kim Jong-un, all dictator thugs who rule by
murdering their own people. Is this the so-
called law and order Trump is bragging about? 

Gloria W.

Better off now
SHADOW LAKES—Regarding the article

titled ‘Another insult’ in the Sound-off column
by Ralph D. Obviously, Ralph you don’t know
anything about what Trump has done for the
military. I use the VA. They have drastically
improved compared to when Obama was in
office with all the scandals going on. Trump has
also increased military pay, he has increased
everything the military needs to perform as
your favorite president, Obummer depleted
the military. He bent down in front of other
leaders, bowed to them, which is something no
American president has ever done. So wherev-
er you got this information about Trump call-
ing the military scoundrels and losers I would
sure like to know because you are misin-
formed.    Dan Hill

Choice is clear
COAL CITY—Time is running out and you

have a clear choice. If you’re for illegal immi-
gration with open borders, free health care, free
college, the great new green deal (no planes,
cars, or fossil fuels), for defunding the cops, for
riots, looting, lawlessness, chaos, getting rid of
religion, you’re for the leftist Democratic party
headed by the Harris/Biden ticket. But if you’re
for closed borders with legal immigration, the
2nd amendment, getting rid of Obamacare,
energy independence, getting rid of useless
regulations, civility, backing the cops and mak-
ing America Great again, then you’re for
Trump/Pence and most of the Republicans.
Before the Wuhan virus was unleashed on the
world, we had the best economy in years, low-
est unemployment, new trade laws, NATO pay-
ing their fair share, the strengthening of the

military forces and our ties to allies! Plus every-
thing the Democrats charged Trump with the
Democrats actually did it. Russian collusion,
Clinton paid for made up Russian intelligence
against Trump with the Steele dossier which
led to over three years of Democrats running
around looking for Russian collusion. B. S. As
for quid pro quo, Biden bragged about getting a
Ukranian  prosecutor fired or they wouldn't get
$1 billions’ aid from the U.S., not to mention
Hunter Biden got paid millions for a job on the
board of a energy company, with no experience
whatso ever! So you have a clear choice,  vote
extreme leftist agenda with the Harris/Biden
ticket and other Democrats or more jobs, grow-
ing economy, law and order. Vote for Trump &
most Republicans.   It’s that simple!           KL

If we all do
WILMINGTON—As I call this into sound-

off it has not been quite 24 hours since the gov-
ernor imposed restrictions on Will, Kankakee,
DuPage and Kane counties for having inside
activities. To all of you who know me and have
read my comments about people wearing
masks and have chosen to confront me when
you see me out in public, if you think this shut-
down makes me happy, far from it. It truly
breaks my heart. I just wish that everyone
would wear a mask. I know from personal
experience when I go to church and I have to
go a half hour early to get checked in, I sit there
for a half an hour wearing a mask and then sit
another 45 minutes to an hour for the service
wearing a mask, it’s very uncomfortable so
someone like me with asthma problems. I
would rather go into a business and have
something to eat and drink and see people
wearing a mask than seeing signs on the door
saying “We’re closed.” It really breaks my heart.
I would rather shop here in this wonderful
town that has been my home for 19 years than
shop anywhere else. It truly scares me and I
know it scares other people when there are
signs posted wear a mask and people do not
wear them, because no one knows where this
virus is coming from. It’s very scary for  people
who have loved ones in hospitals and nursing
homes. All I’m saying is I’m not trying to be
mean and I’m not wishing anybody any harm
or ill will. I want to see every single business in
Wilmington thriving, making money, employ-
ees making money and good tips. People
please wear a mask. Thank you and be safe and
god bless you, Sherri Michaels.

Proving a point
WILMINGTON—Response to "Let's Move

On." I am one of those angry people that
believe not supporting the church will prove
my point.   Thank you so much for writing this
sound-off because I thought that my lack of
support was going unnoticed, until I read this
treasure!   #SAVE ST ROSE

Tax cuts work
WILMINGTON—Biden's tax hikes are a

threat to all of us that can least afford it. We
need to elect Republicans to the House and the
Senate to save Trump's Tax Cuts and Job Act
that have helped middle class families. Biden
and the Democrats want to repeal Trump's tax
cuts act. Biden supports trillions of dollars of
tax hikes. House Republicans want tax cuts to
boosts wages and add jobs by helping busi-
nesses through the pandemic. Biden wants to
hike taxes on all businesses and repeal Trump's
tax cuts. What Biden and the Democrats don't
tell you is what tax benefits go away when they
hike tax corporations. Repealing the tax act will
raise all of our utility bills. The Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act (TCJA) reduced  the amount of federal
income tax ComEd paid by $205 million and
those savings are required to be passed onto
customers and reduce our monthly bills.  Nicor
Gas also passed tax reform savings to cus-
tomers through lower energy bills. The Biden
plan increases corporate income tax and we all
loose the savings. Businesses are investing and
expanding in the U.S. due to tax cuts. Voting for
Republican's is a vote to save tax cuts when we
need them mosts.

Respecting the truth
COAL CITY—With all due respect to the

truth, what false claims and misinformation is
President Trump spreading recently? Trumps
says people wearing masks get COVID-19 at a
rate of 85%. Wrong. The CDC says masks are
our best defense. Trump says our country’s per-
formance fighting COVID-19 is good. Wrong.
Statistics show we are almost the worst in the
world. Trump says Dr. Atlas is a great expert of
the world. Wrong. Atlas is a radiologist whose
written works are political rather than clinical
in nature. Trump claims he is protecting preex-
isting conditions. Wrong. His lawsuit will strike
it down with no replacement. Trump claimed
ignorance of QAnon at the town hall, claimed
ignorance of the Proud Boys in September and
David Duke in the 2016 election. Wrong. He
supports them all. Trump claims President
Obama spied on his 2016 campaign. Wrong.
Official investigation proved otherwise.

Furthermore, it’s downright shameful that
Trump blames Gold Star families, the most
honorable families in America, for infecting
him without proof. Kurt K.

Bad for local jobs
WILMINGTON—Biden is willing to

destroy our oil and gas industry for a small
group of climate activists. Out of all key debate
topics, climate change ranked 11th out of 16
issues polled. Of those polled, 4% said they
would vote for a president because of climate
change. When asked if they would pay $2.00
more for electricity for Biden's New Green
Deal, they all said no! This poll was conducted
in California with plenty of climate change
activist. Illinois' oil, gas and nuclear industries
are the backbone for good paying jobs in our
area. Trades people working in energy con-
struction report that they consider projects in
oil and natural gas industries to have better
wages, benefits and opportunities than renew-
ables projects. The oil, natural gas and nuclear
industries offer projects and facility upgrades
with longer durations than those in renewables
industries, which means steadier incomes for
our neighbors and friends. For those willing to
travel to work on natural gas pipelines, con-
tractors hire locally and across the Midwest.
Jobs to enable families to have cheaper natural
gas prices and good paying wages. They are the
same contractors,  trades people, and opera-
tors that donate their hard earned wages to our
churches, schools, sports teams, scholarship
funds, golf outings and community projects at
baseball fields and parks. A vote for Biden, is a
vote to have you and your neighbors’ job elim-
inated. If people vote for Biden, I hope you are
willing to be displaced or loose wages when
you try to retrain for the renewable energy of
solar and wind. How many operators or trades
people do you think it takes to keep a wind
farm running? The Democrats’ efforts to ban
fracking, pipelines and nuclear energy is bad
for Illinois and bad for America and detrimen-
tal to American workers.

Blue vs. Red
SHADOW LAKES— Do the math people,

it’s very simple. Blue states need big bail outs.
Red states do not. Does that ring a bell in any-
body’s brain? Dan Hill

Times have changed
COAL CITY—When I was little you knew

Christmas was right around the corner when
you received your Sears Christmas catalog.
Going thru that catalog was almost as good as
opening presents on Christmas day! Talk about
making a list and checking it twice. Sadly those
days are over. I think you can still get the cata-
log, but it's just not the same. Fast forward to
early September. My wife goes to Sears store
and buys 3 kitchen appliances. She is told
delivery will be in late October and they'll call
the night before to give estimate of time for
delivery. Day before delivery no call, she calls
the phone number on receipt at 8:30 pm and is
told no delivery tomorrow, it's now going to be
late November. No one ever called to tell us
there was a delay. Cancelled order & we'll never
go there again! What a shame of the decline of
a once great store.   KL

Doesn’t know better
BRAIDWOOD—The Braidwood city

administrator and mayor have a puppet on a
string. They use this puppet's loud, opinionat-
ed and boisterous cheerleader style personality
to their advantage in order to disgrace those on
the City Council who they do not agree with.
Their naive puppet obviously doesn't know any
better so they continue to allow their strings to
be pulled even after it has been brought to their
attention.

One year ago
CUSTER PARK—It’s deja vu all over again.

Just one year ago, President Trump was trying
to throw dirt on Biden which is a tactic used by
dictators in backward countries who make
their political opponents disappear. It’s the
usual “lock him up” which Trump supporters
mindlessly scream at his rallies despite that it
would violate the Constitution. America was
once above these dirty deeds because we tradi-
tionally taught primitive countries throughout
the world the democratic process. No longer. It
was justified, therefore,that impeachment
charges were filed and one year ago we were in
the middle of Trump’s impeachment hearings
of which I’m terribly proud due to the integrity
of the process which indicated that Trump was
guilty without reasonable doubt. Yes, Trump is
an impeached president who would have been
convicted except that spineless Senate
Republicans, usually tough on crime, gave him
a break. So here we are again. Trump has
proven himself unworthy of their mercy
because he is now repeating the crime. Gary W.

Newcomer advice
BRAIDWOOD— With all of these sound-

offs lately about this supposedly newer resi-

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, calls for boycotts and
libel. In cases where the publisher selects
not to publish these remarks the news-

paper makes every effort to forward
unpublished comments to the parties to
whom they are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

To voice your opinion, please go to

www.freepressnewspapers.com, ->
Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-0317.
Please state the town in which you are
calling from or in regards to. If mailing
comments please direct them to Sound-
Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416
or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481.

SEE SOUND-OFF PAGE 6
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Hey, what's
that chocolate
Martini drink?  You
know the one, it's
like a Brandy
Alexander, only it's
green.  Or is it
pink?  This week
we will decode the
mystery of the
“ c h o c o l a t e
Martini” as we pre-
pare three of the
most popular after
dinner drinks in all
of mixology.

Before we get into the
chocolate Martini family, I
would like to go on the record
and say that I love a good
Grasshopper, and the occa-
sional Brandy Alexander.
These are dessert drinks that
serve up the perfect amount of
sweetness and rich texture to
follow a fine meal, or as a stand
alone treat.  You will find that
many mixology “purists” will
make the occasional exception
for a decedent dessert drink,
the Brandy Alexander is often
the exception.  

Where did this family of
creamy dessert drinks come
from?  The Brandy Alexander
recipe predates prohibition
and is the launching pad for
both the Grasshopper and the
Pink Squirrel.  This family of
cocktails hit their collective
stride in the 1970s during the
“fern bar” era, the same scene
that gave us the Cosmopolitan
for those who found Martinis
to be a bit too much.  

The three drinks in this
group all share two ingredi-
ents: heavy cream, and crème
de cacao.  The addition of the
base ingredient will take the
drink in one of three complete-
ly different directions.  It's
brandy or cognac for the
Brandy Alexander, crème de
menthe for the Grasshopper,
crème de Noyaux for the pink
squirrel.

You may have a favorite

among the three, or perhaps

this is your intro-
duction to the fami-
ly of chocolate
Martinis.  

Let's start with
the chocolate.  In
mixology applica-
tions, chocolate fla-
vor notes are intro-
duced to cocktails
through crème de
cacao, a chocolate
liqueur.  There are
two types of crème
de cacao, light and

dark.  The only difference is the
color, both taste the same.

The dark crème de cacao
is brown in color and is used in
the cream/coffee colored
drinks such as the Brandy
Alexander.  Both the
Grasshopper and the Pink
Squirrel hold their vibrant col-
ors by using the white crème
de cacao, which is actually col-
orless.  

When comparing the fla-
vors of the three, the Brandy
Alexander is going to be the
richest as its base is a fruit
brandy or cognac.  The Pink
Squirrel will have the full-bod-
ied notes of sweet almond
liqueur, while the Grasshopper
is essentially mint chocolate
chip ice cream in a glass.

These are great recipes to
have in your repertoire, espe-
cially when the holidays come
around.  These are easy to
make, easy to enjoy, and best
of all, the recipes are easy to
remember.

All three cocktails use
equal 1 oz. parts of all three
ingredients, and all three are
prepared in a shaker and
served in a cocktail glass.

Other than the shaker, no
special tools are required.
These can be served in any
glass, but they present a lovely
visual pop when served in clas-
sic Martini glasses.  Be sure to
give any drink with heavy
cream a good shake as you are
forcing liquids of varying con-

sistency into a single concoc-

tion.  The end result should be
a drink in the glass that is a
solid color, with a smooth and
creamy texture.

As far as brand names for
the crème de cacao, you will
typically find both dark and
light cacao under the brand
names DeKuyper, Drillaud,
and Bol's.  Bol's is of a higher
quality than the others, but
also a bit more expensive.  

The most widely available
crème de Noyaux is from
Hiram Walker, followed by
Tempus Fugit.  You may find a
wider selection of Noyaux in
the Badger State as the Pink
Squirrel remains very popular
in Wisconsin.

If the Brandy Alexander is
your after-dinner treat, any
quality brandy or cognac will
get the job done, I have found
Christian Brothers and E&J to
be the best mixing options for
this and other brandy-based
cocktails.  

If you choose the
Grasshopper, you will need a
bottle of the bright green
crème de menthe.  Once again,
DeKuyper, Drillaud, and Hiram
Walker are going to be the
most widely-available.  It all
comes down to availability, all
menthol liqueur tastes the
same to me.

One note on the cream
content, I find “heavy cream”
to be the best suited for this
family of drinks.  Many recipes
call for fresh cream, or simply
cream, but I find that products
labeled “heavy cream” tend to
work best in these decadent
dessert classics.

This family of cocktails is
all about treating
yourself…and not in any way
about counting calories.

The Brandy Alexander is
built in a shaker and served in
a chilled cocktail (Martini)
glass.

Combine in shaker:
1 oz. brandy
1 oz. dark crème de cacao
1 oz. heavy cream
Shake with ice, strain into

chilled cocktail glass

Optional garnish with
grated nutmeg

The Grasshopper is built
in a shaker and served in a
chilled cocktail (Martini) glass.

Combine in shaker:
1 oz. crème de menthe
1 oz. white crème de cacao
1 oz. heavy cream
Shake with ice, strain into

chilled cocktail glass
The Pink Squirrel is built

in a shaker and served in a
chilled cocktail (Martini) glass.

Combine in shaker:
1 oz. crème de Noyaux 
1 oz. white crème de cacao
1 oz. heavy cream
Shake with ice, strain into

chilled cocktail glass
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly.

Dessert drinks served up with just the right sweetness

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

MEET BINDI, weighing about
50lbs, Bindi is in foster loving
life! Bindi is a super lovable
companion who shows her joy
by her constant tail wagging.
She desires to be near her fam-
ily and doesn’t like to be sepa-
rated for long. She loves to be
pet or receive belly rubs. She is
really in her element when
romping in a fenced yard. She
enjoys walks, too, but pulls and
is ready to fly after any bird,
rabbit, or small dog. There is
room for improvement but I’m
confident with training she can
overcome. Bindi knows the
commands for come, sit, wait
and potty. However, she does
have a stubborn streak and will
ignore you when it suits her.
She is food driven which will
help with training. Bindi strug-
gles with anxiety, which we
think stems from being on her
own for so long and fighting for
her life in the coal mines.
Darkness, fireworks and storms
are not her friend. And even
though she enjoys an open
crate during the day, a closed
crate will induce a panic. It is
one of the few times she
whines. She does well with kids
but is dog selective. Adoption
fee includes spay, rabies shot,
heartworm test, distemper,
microchip and fecal exam.
Please contact Hopeful Tails
Animal Rescue if you are inter-
ested today at <mailto:hopeful-
tailsadoptions@outlook.com>h
opefultai lsadoptions@out-
look.com

Available
for
adoption

The 73rd annual St. Rose
turkey dinner will be held on
Sunday, Nov. 1.

There will only be carry-
outs with a drive- up service,
so no need to even get out of
your vehicle. Dinners will be
picked up at St. Rose School,

626 S. Kankakee St.,
Wilmington, from 10:30 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. (while supplies
last).

The cost is a suggested
donation of $12 (free-will
offering). All are welcome.

St. Rose 73rd annual
turkey dinner Sunday
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dent to town causing all sorts of trouble, it's easy to see why
so many people feel the way they do about this person.  All a
person has to do is watch the videos of the circus council meet-
ings to see what they are all about.  If someone moves into a new
town, they shouldn't try to force the people already living there
to adapt and change to their wants and needs. Just because a
newcomer may not like their new town because it does not meet
their expectations, doesn't mean that the rest of the town isn't
happy with what they have.  Coming in like a wrecking ball and
demanding change is just going to destroy any chances of those
in a community accepting the newcomer. Good luck to this
newcomer in repairing their reputation.

Worked his freedom
WILMINGTON— Looking at the sound-off article from

Wilmington saying “we can’t afford reparations.” I’d also like to
add: Children that were given into indenture by parents who
were unable to feed and clothe them. This happened in this area
to my father in 1919. For 10 years he worked to pay for his food
and clothing. Finally, at age 21, he was allowed to leave.

Fabricated promises
COAL CITY—Let’s all vote for Joe Biden and we can put this

country back to what it was before Trump became president. We
can have more taxes and employment shipped to foreign coun-
tries and a green new deal with all wind and solar power without
fossil fuels. We can watch while back door deals are cut once
again to enrich the politicians  laws as they remove the first and
second ammendments. We can also watch China being allowed
to take control of the USA and bring socialism to everyone so we
can become servants to corruption. Vote Democrat and receive
nothing but fabricated promises that your life will be good
under socialism while the politicians fill their bank accounts
and live like monarchs.

Political coverup
WILMINGTON— It was stated on the news that the social

media has been blocking certain news stories about corruption
and this violates the first ammendment. Some of the other news
stations have also been violating the law by suppressing the
news. According to the laws of the USA there is suppose to be
prosecuted and placed behind bars. But don’t hold your breath
waiting because they will be protected by the democratic party
because they have been helping Joe Biden to become president
by covering up the criminal activites theat have involved the
Biden family for years. Different laws for different people. Who
said crime does not pay, except if your a politician in congress.

Final debate
BRAIDWOOD—During the final debate a mute button was

promised and I wanted to push it so badly. President Trump
seemed to go on and on forever as follows: preposterous state-
ment that Trump has been tough on Russia; unfounded claim
that Biden is tied to corruption in Ukraine and China; unfound-
ed claim that a vaccine is coming within weeks; false claim that
2 million people were expected to die from COVID-19 in
America; false claim that Trump’s environmental rollbacks are
improving air quality; false claim that Paris Accord would nega-
tively affect national welfare; false claim that Biden wants to ban
fracking; false claim that Obama was snubbed by North Korea;
false claim that Trump helped black people almost as much as
Lincoln; false claim that Biden intends to make windows small-
er. On the other hand, there were so many accusations to be
made against Trump which I yelled at the TV set, but unfortu-
nately I don’t think Trump heard me. Taylor S.

A big waste
Last week we had someone talking about Judge Barrett

being a shoo-in. Well of course she is and you have Harry Reid to
thank for it. He enacted the simple majority rule, also known as
the nuclear option. Those chickens came home to roost three
times. Thanks Harry. Barrett didn’t  have time to answer some
direct questions due to the Ginsburg rule. That was another
move by the Democrats and one of their brilliant tacticians.
Thanks Joe. So far only one chicken home to roost. As far as the
time being wasted, I agree. Don’t you think the Republicans
would have been happy to just vote and get on with other
things? No Democrat ever passed up free air time to campaign,
whine and attempt to ruin a political opponent. Thus you had
four days waisted. M. Holmes

Cash handouts
BRAIDWOOD—What’s

the latest on free stuff handed
out by the tens of billions?
President Trump gave $37+
billion to farmers this year
alone which is an unprece-
dented, record-breaking
amount. Is it justified? Is it to
correct Trump’s colossal tariff
blunders? Is it tied to coron-
avirus relief? Is it meant to buy
votes? No matter the reason,
it’s taxpayer money. No matter
the reason, right-wingers are
obliged to reconsider their
constant drum of complaint
about government handouts
because their members are
now cashing huge bailout
checks. These are neither food
stamps nor assistance to pro-
vide housing. This is outright
cash. As the granddaughter of
farmers from long ago which
used horses rather than trac-
tors, I’m not opposed to help-
ing individual Americans in
the agricultural industry. But I
am in favor of giving limited
amounts to the many non-

farmers in desperate situations. It’s time for right-wingers to quit
griping about handouts because now cash is being handed to
the right wing in spades.   Ann S.

What we’ve become
WILMINGTON—Appreciation to Dan Hill for his service to

our country. But that doesn’t change President Trump’s disdain
for our military now and in the past. After many months Trump
is still afraid to approach Putin about bounties on our soldiers’
heads. Perhaps it’s because Trump considers our troops suckers
and losers and it’s why he threatened to disown Donald Jr. if he
enlisted. The military was getting raises throughout Obama’s
presidency despite Trump’s public statement to the contrary
which is one of Trump’s 21,000 lies. Trump likes heroes who are
not captured but I like my presidents who not only show respect
to Gold Star families but who don’t have secret Chinese bank
accounts and who pay their taxes to our country rather than to
China. I like presidents who don’t try to jail their opponents as
they do in blankety-blank countries, as Trump vulgarly calls
backward countries. Sadly, we’ve become one of those backward
countries who can’t trust their election results.
Ralph D.

It’s about justice
WILMINGTON—The opinion presented in “A true diplo-

mat” looks at President Trump’s America through rose colored
glasses. Trump’s stock market has been thriving to benefit the
wealthy and those lucky to have an investment after President
Obama’s hard work resulted in the longest period of economic
growth and job creation in American history according to
Forbes Feb. 17, 2020 edition. My taxes were not lowered by
Trump’s tax bill because he removed the individual mandate
thus increasing my health insurance costs more than the few
nickles I got in a tax refund. Across the world, Trump’s bombing
escalated in Afghanistan to the heaviest levels since 2001 thus
increasing civilian deaths, and his shameful backstabbing of the
Kurds in Syria are hardly inspirations toward world harmony.
The affair with North Korea produced love letters, ICBMs and
nuclear weapons to explode on American heads; Trump’s
enabling of Putin at the expense of democratic allies is nirvana
for those seeking despotism. But who wants despotism other
than a despot? Trump’s recent Mideast peace accord was a pos-
itive move except for Palestinian interests who now have fewer
Arab friends than ever before thus boding future trouble.
Corruption? Yes, Director of National Intelligence Ratcliffe
demonstrated corruption with his announcement last week,
something almost non-existent in the past due to the system of
whistleblowers which Trump dismantled slowly but surely by
purges. As honesty gasps for air, integrity is starved to death. But
remarkably, the author never mentions injustice and justice is
what America is all about.

Fear and threats
SHADOW LAKES—The debates are over. Again you saw

from the Left, their famous mantra, “Fear and threats.” What did
Joe say? “Looks like a cold long winter.” Was that fear or a threat?
Only last week, Elizabeth Warren stated, “if President Trump is
elected again the world as we know it is gone.” The left keeps
closing this country, over and over. What do they expect, one
time we will open things up and its (virus ) is gone. They keep
playing this over and over like groundhog gay. The results do not
change. The Left screamed we need a vaccine. Now that we are
on the verge of a vaccine, what does the left say? We are not
going to take it if our president says it is ok. Is this more fear? As
our president, we have to adapt…do what you have to do to pro-
tect yourself. Amazing…no fact-checking at the debate, would
love to seen the light going off above Joe's head. 
Margot Lane

A good mix
WILMINGTON—I laugh when Republicans get squeamish

about the word socialism. Our country has had socialized retire-
ment, known as Social Security, for generations and people
absolutely love it. In fact, a good percentage of the elderly would
be homeless without it. What has been the result? Our country
hasn’t turned communist and none of us have grown an extra
toe or gone cross-eyed. Yes, it’s a good thing. Another good thing
might be socialized medicine because health care should be a
right not a privilege. Health insurance provided by your job can
disappear overnight. We shall see what happens when
Obamacare is struck down and half the population is not cov-
ered due to preexisting conditions. There will be nothing left but
the crying and the gnashing of teeth and we will truly deserve it.
But Biden proposes a mixture of private insurance and public
insurance with a public option and that would be a solution
right down the middle. Sounds good. Ralph D.

After losing
COAL CITY—To the person who wrote Right and wrong in

last week’s Sound-off column, I think your argument is a good
one where President Trump is concerned because in this argu-
ment he is responsible for every death from Covid 19. After he is
no longer president he should go to court and be tried for those
deaths and hopefully go to prison for them. When he said every-
body else should be locked up, he should be locked up. 

Wednesday, Oct. 28
• 6 p.m., Coal City School Board study session  at CCHS
• 6 p.m., Historical Society monthly membership meeting.
• 6 p.m., Wilmington Area Historical Society meeting,

updates in museum, 114 N. Main St.
• 7 p.m., Coal City Village Board meeting, Village Hall, 515 S.

Broadway.
Thursday, Oct. 29

• 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Coal City Food Pantry distribution at Coal
City United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Road, Coal City

Friday, Oct. 30
• 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., or til supplies last. Godley Park

District will be having a spaghetti supper. Carry-out only
Saturday, Oct. 31

• 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Braidwood Lions Club trick or treat
drive-thru at Old Smokey city park. Enter on Third St.

• 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Braidwood Lions Club Halloween hot dog
giveaway, Old Smokey park, north side of pavilion.

• 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. The Custer Fire Protection District will be
hosting a Halloween drive-thru. There will be 3 locations, Custer

Fire Station 21750, Hwy 113. Deer Ridge Subdivision and Custer
Township Hall, 35332 Grant Ave.

Sunday, Nov. 1
• 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Annual St. Rose Church turkey dinner

held at the school, 626 S. Kankakee St. Dinners will be carry-out
and dive-up only.

Tuesday, Nov. 3
• 10:30 a.m., Godley Park District, Seniors Alive.
• 10:30 a.m., Grace Lutheran Church, Wilmington,

crafts and conversation open to the public.
Saturday, Nov. 7

• 10:00 a.m. Build a Faerie Garden, Godley Park District
•  All day - Cub Scout Pack 466 annual food drive in Coal

City. Watch for bag at your front door.
Sunday, Nov. 8

•  All day  - Put out your food for Cub Scout Pack 466 annu-
al food drive in Coal City.

Monday, Nov. 9
• 6:15 p.m. Coal City Lions Club Bingo, 680 S. Illnois St.

Community calendar of events
To submit your event here, visit www.freepressnewspapers.com∫

Sound-off, continued from page 4

PEOPLE WHO READ NEWSPAPERS ARE

EDUCATED VOTERS
It all starts with newspapers
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Four state agencies solidi-
fied their commitment to pro-
tecting monarch butterflies
and other pollinators by sign-
ing the Illinois Monarch
Action Plan last week.

“Though small, pollina-
tors play an extremely impor-
tant role in our survival here in
Illinois and the world,” said
Natural Resources Director
Colleen Callahan. “Today’s
signing not only moves us as a
state from plan to action, but
also reaffirms our commit-
ment as public servants to
doing our part in ensuring
pollinators’ survival.”

The project brings togeth-
er public agencies, private
organizations and residents of
the state to protect habitat
used by monarchs by planting
more milkweeds, their main
food source, along state high-
ways and public properties.

Illinois is tasked with
adding 150 million stems of

new milkweed by 2038. It’s the
state’s contribution to a
regional effort to add 1.3 bil-
lion stems of new milkweed to
the central U.S. to support
migrating monarchs.

“Monarch butterflies cap-
ture the hearts of people
across Illinois, from school
children to mayors, in cities
and across rural areas. The
Illinois Monarch Project and
this action plan harness this
enthusiasm to empower oth-
ers to take steps to help mon-
archs and other pollinators,”
said Iris Caldwell, University
of Illinois Chicago and state
coordinator for Illinois
Monarch Project. 

As one of the largest
landowners in the state, IDOT
is in a unique position to con-
tribute resources to this goal.

“We hold a special com-
mitment at IDOT for the envi-
ronment and the role pollina-
tors play in the Illinois ecosys-

tem and economy,” said
Acting Illinois Transportation
Secretary Omer Osman.
“From mowing schedules and
restricting the use of pesti-
cides, to planting only certain
species along our roadsides,
IDOT has embraced many
changes in policies and prac-
tices over the years to protect
pollinators. This plan only
serves to strengthen those
efforts going forward.”

Prior to the project’s
beginning in October 2016,
efforts to protect pollinators
already were in place at state
agencies and organizations.
Those plans, as well as new
initiatives, have been included
in the state’s action plan to
maximize efforts.

Additional information
on the Illinois Monarch
Project, as well as full text of
the plan, can be found at
IllinoisMonarchProject.org.

Illinois Monarch Action plan takes flight

Photo by Eric Fisher

ED MENZ of Wilmington dug up some grand turnips Monday, marking the end of the growing season.
Menz, aka the Turnip King of Will County, holds a pair of 6-pounders with a girth of 23 and 21 inches.
While he’s grown them bigger, the harvest was still good despite dry weather and being in the middle
of a pandemic. On July 25th he plants his crop from seed, a traditional date for planting no matter if
it’s wet or dry. Menz plants only the white globe purple-top variety because they tend to stay mild the
bigger they grow.

Pandemic doesn’t stop ‘turnip king’

Dear editor,
This messages goes out to

all Wilmington area and sur-
rounding churches in
Braidwood, Diamond, Coal
City and others. Please hear
me out!

I understand that there is
a law of separation of Church
and State. I feel we are being
discriminated against and it’s
time to take a stand.

May we all be united in
this request regarding the
COVID-19 lockdowns. May we
stand in unity and refuse to
close our doors of our  church-
es.

Honor the mask wearing
and 6-foot social distancing,
but do not close our church

doors. May we all stand in

unity and make a statement.

Who do we serve, God or man?

God Bless1

Necia Dickerman

Wilmington

Letter to the editor
Churches must unite and keep doors open
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ESSEX—Steven Clayton Neese, 52, of
Essex, formerly of Wilmington, fought
valiantly against the devastating impli-
cations that cancer left behind and he
eventually passed away on
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2020 at Riverside
Medical Center in Kankakee.  

He was born Jan. 26, 1968 in
Joliet. He graduated from Wilmington
High School with the class of 1986 and
eventually received a degree in nursing
from Kankakee Community College.  Steve
had a passion for the healthcare industry.
Beginning from working at the Wilmington Fire
Department as a paramedic and fireman, where
he was also a certified diver, which he thor-
oughly enjoyed.  He then moved on to work pri-
marily in the mental health field and did so in
many institutions. Steve had a fantastic person-
ality, his humor, quick wit and positive spirit is
what helped him be the best nurse, husband,
dad and son that is possible.  He enjoyed the
outdoors and loved fishing and camping. He
was also an avid Chicago Bears and Cubs fan,
but the teams and activities that his children
participated in trumped everything. His chil-
dren were the light of his life and he made sure
they knew he loved them.  If you were lucky to
have met Steve, you know how not giving up is
an option and that there is always good to be
found in anything.  

Surviving are his parents, William and Ethel

(nee Howard) Neese, of Wilmington; wife,
Jessica (nee Barnes) Neese, of Essex, who

he married Oct. 14, 2018 in Essex; three
children: Madilyn Neese, of
Limestone; Corbin and Conrad Neese,
both at home; brother, Richard (Kelly)
Neese, of Symerton; sister, Marsha
(Keith) Barnes, of Newport News, VA;

sister-in-law, Diane Neese, of Bradley;
numerous nieces and nephews, moth-

er-in-law, Joyce St. George, of Braidwood;
his “Nana,” Julia Engel, of Braidwood and

best-friend, Tim Frost, of Kankakee.  
Preceding him in death were his brother,
William “Billy” Neese; maternal grandparents,
Avia and Golden Howard; paternal grandpar-
ents, Rosalie and Herman Neese and father-in-
law, John Barnes.  

Funeral services were held at the R.W.
Pattterson Funeral Home on Wednesday, Oct.
28.  Interment followed at Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Wilmington.  

Memorial donations in his name may be
directed to the American Cancer Society or to
his children to set up a fund for college.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log on to www.rwpatterson-
funeralhomes.com.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood was in charge of
arrangements.

Steven Neese

WILMINGTON—Phyllis LaVerne
Milton, 91, of Wilmington, and former-
ly of Chicago, Symerton and Ritchie,
passed away Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2020 at
her home.

Born Nov. 23, 1928 in Chicago,
Phyllis was the daughter of John and
Victoria (Surovic) Kamis. She was
raised and educated in Chicago and
graduated Class Valedictorian from
Jones Commercial High School. On Aug.
27, 1949 Phyllis married Wayne Conrad
Milton, and together they made their home and
raised their family in the Wilmington area.

Phyllis worked for many years as a time-
keeper for the Joliet Army Ammunition Plant.
She later assisted several small businesses as a
bookkeeper, including her family’s farming
operation, where she kept highly detailed
records which spanned over many years. Phyllis
utilized her accounting skills to help serve her
community by acting as treasurer for numerous
civic organizations, including the Wilmington
Garden Club, Wilmington Area Historical
Society and the reorganized Catfish Days
Committee of which she was a founding mem-
ber. She was an active member of the First
United Methodist Church of Wilmington, where
she sang in the choir and participated in the
Methodist Women’s Circle. Phyllis also served as
an election judge for almost 40 years and took
pleasure in numerous volunteer activities with
the Farm Bureau and Park Board. Throughout
the years, she enjoyed many cruises, trips to
Europe, and the many extensive trips to Mexico.

When Phyllis was not busy tending to her
numerous responsibilities, she took great pleas-
ure in working in the garden or doing crossword
puzzles. She had a knack for hand crafts such as
crocheting and sewing, and looked forward to
any opportunity to travel with her family.

Survivors include her husband of 71
years, Wayne Milton, of Wilmington; four

children: Penny (Irvin) Holm, Celeste
Milton and Vicky (William) Weidling,
all of Wilmington and Heather (Paul)
Rogers, of Kankakee; grandchildren:
Nathaniel (Karen Patterson) Holm, of
Palatine; Megan (Joshua) Corlett, of

Wilmington; Dr. Robert (Dr. Morgan
Gonder) Weidling, of Fairway, KS and

Brooke Rogers, of Ames, IA; three great-
grandchildren: Cameron and Emma Corlett

and Ingrid Holm; brothers-in law and sisters-
in-law: Wendell (Patricia) Milton, of Manteno
and Robert (Sandra Milton), of Kankakee.

Phyllis was preceded in death by her par-
ents, three sisters-in-law: Vesta Klafta, Fostine
Schwark and Susan Milton; five brothers-in-
law: Sherman Milton, Dale Milton, Dale Dahn,
Wilber Schwark and Leonard Klafta.

A funeral service was held at Baskerville
Funeral Home in Wilmington on Friday, Oct. 23,
2020. Reverend Harriette Cross from the First
United Methodist Church of Wilmington offici-
ated. 

Burial followed in Oakwood Cemetery,
Wilmington.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Phyllis' name to the First United Methodist
Church, 401 E. Kahler Rd., Wilmington, IL
60481.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, and share
Phyllis’ memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Phyllis-
Milton

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington

Phyllis Milton
COAL CITY—Richard D. Miller, 66, of

Coal City, passed away Sunday, Oct. 25,
2020 at Morris Hospital.

Born Feb. 5, 1954 in Morris,
Richard Dean was a son of Henry and
Julia (nee Elam) Miller. He was raised
and educated in Coal City, and gradu-
ated from Coal City High School with
the class of 1972. On July 6, 1974, Rick
married Judith Ann Hozian at the
Channahon United Methodist Church.

He spent his entire career with
ExxonMobil, starting right out of high school in
1972, and retired after 40 years of service on
April 1, 2012. Richard enjoyed spending his
time outdoors hunting and target shooting at
the Downers Grove Gun Club. He had a keen
interest and woodworking and playing golf, and
will be affectionately remembered by those
who knew him as “Red.”

Survivors include his wife of 46 years, Judy
Miller, of Coal City; his daughter, Lauren (Bill)
Walsh, three grandchildren: Cole, Quinn and
Maeve Walsh; one sister and one brother, Lynda
(Bill) Scerine and Gary (Kay) Miller; one sister-
in-law, Janet Hozian and one niece, Julie
Scerine (Nancy Crawford), as well as numerous
nieces and nephews and many cousins.

Rick was preceded in death by his parents,
one daughter, Beth Ann Miller; his mother-in-
law, Rose Ullrich; father-in-law, Frank Hozian;
one nephew, Brad McCammon and several

aunts and uncles.
The family will receive friends for a

visitation on Thursday, Oct. 29, 2020 at
Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.
Broadway St., one block north of IL
Route 113, in Coal City from 4 to 8
p.m. Face masks requirements and
measures of safe social distancing

practices will be in order, and the
funeral home staff will assist the family

not to exceed the safe number set forth
for the visitation.
A private funeral service will be held Friday,

Oct. 30, 2020 at the Coal City United Methodist
Church, with Reverend Bradley Shumaker offi-
ciating. Burial will follow at Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery.

Those wishing to participate in Rick’s serv-
ices are invited to watch the live stream on
Friday morning starting at 11 a.m. by logging
onto his memorial page.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Rick’s memory to the Wounded Warrior
Project.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs,
and share Rick’s memorial page by logging
onto: www.ReevesFuneral.com

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Richard D. Miller

MAZON—Keith Alan
Wills, 60, of Mazon, passed
away Friday, Oct. 23, 2020 at
his home with his family by his
side.

Born April 7, 1960 in
Morris, Keith Alan was a son of
Roy and Catherine (nee Vitale)
Wills. He was a member of
Assumption Catholic Church
in Coal City, and was a 50 year
member of the Gleaners. Keith
attended school with Trinity
Services, and worked at the
Trinity Barkery in Wilmington.
He took great pride in his work
and always made sure that
each treat was just right before baking in the
oven. Keith enjoyed painting and coloring, and
would look forward to Christmas when he could
help decorate for the season with Trinity.

He was often the life of the party and loved
to dance with any partner he could find or just
by himself. Keith especially enjoyed celebrating
birthdays and singing along to Happy Birthday.
He was a loving and affectionate person who
adored his pet collies. Most important to him
was his family, especially his nieces and
nephews.

Survivors include his sister and two broth-
ers: Donna (Larry) Meyer, Ronald (Jane) Wills
and Dennis (Karen) Wills, all of Mazon; nine

nieces and nephews: Jim
Meyer, of Chicago; Richard
(Tricia) Meyer, of Diamond;
William Meyer, of Mazon; Kim
(Bradley) Mathis, of Oswego;
Janet Wills, of Coal City;
Deanne (Scott) Friddle, of Coal
City; Craig (April) Wills, of
Elgin; Jennifer (Robert) Fisher,
of Indianapolis, IN and Ryan
Wills, of Mazon; 11 great-
nieces and great-nephews, and
his long time caretaker, Paula
Spurgeon.

Keith was preceded in
death by his parents and sever-
al aunts and uncles.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020 at Assumption
Catholic Church in Coal City. Burial followed at
Braceville-Gardner Cemetery.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Keith’s memory to Trinity Services or Joliet
Area Community Hospice.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs, and
share Keith’s memorial page by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com

Funeral services and arrangements were
made under the direction and care of Reeves
Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Keith Wills

WILMINGTON—Alice I. Ziller, 69, of
Wilmington, formerly of Custer Park, passed
away Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020 at Silver Cross
Hospital.

Born Jan. 30, 1951 in Joliet, Alice Irene was
a daughter of Orville and Irene (nee Sharper)
Ziller. She was raised and educated in
Wilmington and graduated from Wilmington
High School with the class of 1970. Alice later
completed her Library Technical Assistant certi-
fication program at Joliet Junior College, and
gained employment with the Wilmington
School District where she would work for 46
years until her retirement in 2016. She was
active in the community and held several mem-
berships, including the First Presbyterian
Church of Wilmington, and lifetime member-
ships with the Women of the Moose Chapter
781, VFW Ladies Auxiliary Post 5422, and the
Job’s Daughters Bethel 75. Alice had a gift for
quilting and embroidering skills such as can-
dlewicking and red work embroidery. She also
enjoyed knitting and crochet, and
Scherenschnitte patterns. Alice loved spending
time outdoors tending to her garden and
watching the hummingbirds.

Survivors include her two brothers and one
sister: Helen (Dan Sedlachek) Ziller, of
Wilmington; John Ziller, of Bloomington and
Henry (Carol) Ziller, of Elizabeth, CO; one sister-
in-law, Jan Ziller, of Wilmington; 13 nieces and

nephews, 15 great-nieces and great-nephews,

two great-great-nephews, one who was near to

her heart, and one great-great-niece, as well as

numerous friends and colleagues, including

Annette Kavanaugh, Rita Werner and Jo Lane.

Alice was preceded in death by her parents,

one brother, Thomas Ziller and one nephew,

Edward Irving Kahler.

Per Alice’s wishes, she will be donating her

body to anatomical study.

The family will receive friends for a visita-

tion on Sunday, Nov. 1, 2020 at the First

Presbyterian Church, 301 N. Kankakee St. in

Wilmington from 1 p.m. until the time of

memorial service at 3 p.m.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign

the online guest book, upload photographs, and

share Alice’s memorial page by logging

onto: www.BaskervilleFuneral.com

Services and memorial arrangements have

been made under the direction and care of

Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Alice I. Ziller

ORLAND PARK—Sola, Terri L. (Nee
Johnson), 66, of Orland Park, passed
away Oct. 20, 2020.

Her family was her life. Terri loved
shopping for presents for her grand-
children. She was happiest enjoying a
meal with her family, laughing, and
talking, with her dogs Gigi and Peanut
snuggled up nearby.

She  was a Devoted mother of Traci
(Matt) Fritz, Bob (Mary Therese) Sola, and
Kristi (Matt)  Dvorak. Dearest grandmother
of 12: Luke, Eli, Joe, Isabella, Amelia, Mary,
Theo, Ben, William, Henry, Khloe, and Tristan.

Fond Aunt of many nieces and nephews.
Loving sister to Steve (Cindy) Johnson,

and Scott (Caren) Johnson Beloved
partner to Richard Grist. Second
mother to many through the years.

She is preceded in death by her
mother and father, Arlene and Bob
Johnson. 

Inurnment will be private.
Arrangements were entrusted to

the Kerry Funeral Home & Cremation
Care Center. In lieu of flowers, donations to

TLC Animal Shelter, 13016 W. 151st St, Homer
Glen, Il 60491, would be appreciated.

Terri Sola

Remember our veterans
by sponsoring a wreath
Sponsor a wreath for a veteran’s grave at Abraham

Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood. The wreath laying will
be held on Saturday, Dec. 19.

The ceremony will be held at 11 a.m. Wreaths are placed
after a brief ceremony. Volunteers of all ages are needed to
help place wreaths, dress appropriately for the cold. 

Sponsorship is a tax deductible donation and may be
made for a specific veteran or any veteran.

Complete the form below. Checks or money orders
should be made payable to Wreaths Across America and
mailed to: OCP Wreath Project, c/o Debbie, 10255 Donna Dr.,
Dittmer, MO 63023

Sponsorships are being collected through Nov. 25 for the
year 2020 campaign. Donations after Dec. 2 will be for 2021.
Order online at Wreaths Across America and include ceme-
tery ID: ILALNE. For updates pertaining with wreath place-
ment and coronavirus precautions visit the Facebook page:
Wreaths Across America Abraham Lincolhn National
Cemetery.

***********************************************************

Grave specific sponsorship
Complete a separate form for each veteran. Sponsors

who attend the wreath laying on Saturday, Dec. 15, may
place the wreath on that specific grave.

Veteran’s name: ____________________________________

Section and grave marker (required): _________________

Contact phone number (required): ___________________

Will you be there to place the wreath yourself: Yes__No__

Non-specific grave sponsorship

One wreath at $15 __________

Family: four wreaths for $60 __________

Business: 10 wreaths for $150 __________

Illinois adults who have
served in the military account
for 5.7 percent of the state’s
population, the sixth lowest
percentage among the 50
states, according to an analy-
sis by the website 24/7 Wall St.

Military veterans in
Illinois number 559,656, the
study based on Census Bureau
data found. Among the veter-
ans, 6.6 percent live in poverty,
and 690 of them are homeless,
according to 24/7 Wall St.

Nationwide, about 20
percent of the 18 million vet-
erans did their service after
the 9/11 terrorist acts, while
about 33 percent served dur-
ing the Vietnam era. At the
same time, 1.2 million of the
veterans live in poverty, and
37,000 of them are homeless,
the analysis found.

Many of the states where
large percentages of veterans
live have major military instal-
lations and large shares of
active-duty troops,
researchers said.

Which states have the
largest share of veterans?
Alaska ranks first with 12.6%
of its population veterans.
Second is Virginia (10.3%), fol-
lowed by Wyoming (10.3%),
Montana (10.2%) and Maine
(9.7%).

States with the lowest
percentage of veterans based
on population are New York
and New Jersey at 4.4%, fol-
lowed by California (5.1%),
Massachusetts (5.3%) and
Utah (5.4%).

Veterans 
make up 
5.7% of IL
population

ESSEX—David McCorkle, 50, of Essex,
passed away Wednesday morning
October 21, 2020 at the Joliet Area
Community Hospice Home.

Born November 4, 1969 in Peoria,
David Paul was a son of Edwin “Ray”
and Darlene (nee Beever) McCorkle.
He was raised and educated in
Reddick and graduated from
Reddick High School with the Class
of 1987. On April 24, 1990, David
married Tina Marie Scott in
Kankakee. David was a farmer for a
majority of his life and took pleasure in
riding his Harley.

Survivors include his father Ray; his
wife of 30 years, Tina; four children: Steven
McCorkle, Brian McCorkle, and Jonathan
McCorkle all of Essex, and Jennifer Kindt of
Georgia; one granddaughter, Andi June Kindt;
brother Todd McCorkle of Essex; many nieces,
nephews, and great nieces and nephews and
all of his many friends.

David was preceded in death by his
mother, Darlene and his maternal and

paternal grandparents.
Per David’s wishes, cremation

rites are being accorded and the
family is planning a Celebration of
David's Life at a later date. 

Preferred memorials may be
made as gifts in David’s name to
The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, 3 International Drive,

Suite 200, Rye Brook, NY 10573 or at
https://donate.lls.org/lls/donate

Family and friends are encour-
aged to sign the online guest book,

upload photographs, and share David’s
memorial page by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/David-
McCorkle

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and care
of Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.
(815-476-2181)

David McCorkle
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There are many resources
in the area available for those
who need assistance with food
and meals.

Help for Hope, 100 S.
Baima St., Coal City is open
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to
noon and 4 to 6 p.m. For more
information call 815-518-2000.

Assumption Food Pantry
is also located at Help for
Hope, same hours and
address.

Braidwood Food Pantry,
112 S. Center Street,
Braidwood at Community
Care Center is open Tuesdays 8
a.m.-noon and Thursdays
from 1-3 p.m. Information:
630-738-8863.

Ignite Christian Church,
1180 W. 1st St. Braidwood has a
micro-pantry open 24 hours in
front of the church
Information: 815-390-5040.

Top Fuel Saloon Food
Pantry, 275 S. Hickory St.,
Braidwood is open 1st and 3rd
Friday from 4 to 5 p.m.

In the Wilmington area
there is Kuzma Care Cottage
food pantry 635 S. Main St.,
Wilmington, which is open
Monday -Friday 9-11 a.m. and
1-3 p.m., and the second
Saturday of each month, 8-11
a.m. Call 815-476-2030 or visit
www.kuzmacarecottage.org

Coal City Food Pantry at
Coal City United Methodist
Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd.,
south entrance is open
Mondays 9-11 a.m. and
Thursdays 1-3 p.m.
Information: 815-216-3288.

We Care of Grundy
County Food Pantry, 530
Bedford Rd., Morris food dis-
tribution is Wednesday thru
Friday from 1-3:30 by appoint-
ment. Information: 815-942-
6389.

St. Vincent Table hot
meals are served on  Monday
evenings from 5-6 p.m.
Locations change every two
months.

Sept./Oct.-Assumption of

the BVM,  180 S. Kankakee St.,
Coal City

Nov./Dec.-New Hope
Presbyterian Church, 80 N.
Garfield St., Coal City

2021
January/February-United

Methodist Church, 6805 E.
McArdle Rd. Coal City

March/April- Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church,
110 S School St. Braidwood

M a y / J u n e - I g n i t e
Christian Church, 1180 W. 1st
St. Braidwood

July/August-New Hope
Presbyterian/80 N. Garfield
St., Coal City

S e p t . / O c t . - U n i t e d
Methodist Church 6805 E.
McArdle Road, Coal City

Nov./Dec.- Assumption of
the BVM,  180 S. Kankakee St.,
Coal City

Coordinator: Cindi Grove
815-941-1220 or cell: 815-735-
1432.

In need of meals or food?
The Illinois Department

of Natural Resources (IDNR)
announced changes to con-
trolled pheasant hunting for
the 2020-21 hunting season. 

The changes, health and
safety protocols implemented
in response to the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic, will
provide greater protection to
both the hunting public and
site staff during the season.

Standby controlled pheas-
ant hunting permits will not
be available this hunting sea-
son at the Des Plaines State
Fish and Wildlife Area in
Wilmington.

Pheasant hunters will
need to acquire a reserved
controlled pheasant hunting
permit to hunt DesPlaines
SF&W and  other controlled
pheasant hunting sites.

Reserved controlled
pheasant hunting permits can
be acquired through the
online reservation system
online at https://dnr2.illi-

nois.gov/controlledhunt/.
To make acquiring a

reserved permit more conven-
ient, hunters will be able to
reserve a permit until noon the
day before a hunt date. The
daily fee for permits acquired
online for controlled pheasant
hunting is $30 for resident
hunters and $35 for nonresi-
dent hunters. The daily permit
fee applies to each individual
hunter.

Hunters are required to
pay for permits acquired
online over a secure system
using a major credit card. A
transaction fee of $1.00 for a
single hunter or 2.25 percent
of the permit fee for multiple
hunters will be assessed for
each permit. Illinois Youth
Pheasant Hunt Permits are
issued at no cost.

All but one of the con-
trolled pheasant hunting sites
have ample reserved permits
available for all days of the
controlled hunting season.

Illinois Youth Pheasant Hunt
permits are also available for
all but one controlled pheas-
ant hunting site.

Hunters are encouraged
to make the necessary plan-
ning adjustments now to hunt
on the sites on the hunt dates
desired.

Hunter check station pro-
cedures will also change.
Hunters are advised to wear an
appropriate face covering and
maintain appropriate social
distance when in the hunter
check station area. Hunters
should also pay attention to
advisory signs with informa-
tion about check-in proce-
dures.

Check-out procedures
will be announced during the
registration process

Also new this year is only
non-toxic shotshells can be
used at Des Plaines
SFWA.Hunters are reminded
that anyone in possession of
lead shells will be ticketed.

Hunters must have reservation to
hunt pheasant at Wilmington site

BY GREG BISHOP
THE CENTER SQUARE

If it’s been a while since
you’ve logged on to the Illinois
State Police Firearm Owner
Identification portal, you’ll
notice some changes. 

This, as new hires to
process more than 142,000
backlogged applications will
take six months to train.

A recent update to the ISP
website—ISP.Illinois.gov—
includes an updated portal for
FOID card and Concealed
Carry Licenses applicants that
requires a verified email
address or cell phone to log in.
Information about the cost to
taxpayers for the updates, and
whether it was outsourced,
wasn’t immediately available. 

The Illinois State Rifle
Association said the addition-
al steps requiring an email
address or cell phone could be
problematic.

“I feel that this is an addi-
tional hardship for those who
are technologically challenged
or for those who do not have a
computer to receive emails or
a smartphone to receive text
messages,” said ISRA
Executive Director Richard
Pearson. “We feel this will neg-
atively affect hundreds of
thousands of Illinois gun own-
ers, Conceal Carry permit
holders, Licensed Firearm
Dealers, and Conceal Carry
Instructors. We have notified
our attorneys of this prob-
lem.”

State Rep. Dan Caulkins,
R-Decatur, said the update
does provide an additional
hurdle.

“It is in a way, but it’s also
I think the ISP, they’re trying to
modernize their system, try-
ing to get it so people can get a
response quicker on where
their application is,” Caulkins
said.

The latest numbers pro-

vided by state police on Friday
reflect numbers reported ear-
lier this month. There are
142,324 pending FOID appli-
cations.

ISP says there were more
FOID applications in the sin-
gle month of June than from
November 2019 to February
2020.

“If this trend continues, it
is conceivable that Illinois
could reach 3 million FOID
cardholders,” Pearson said of
the flood of applications.
“That would be the largest sin-
gle voting block in the state.”

More people are being
hired to help process the
applications, ISP said, but
training for the job takes a
minimum of six
months.Caulkins warned the
backlog will be compounded
by a “tsunami” of FOID
renewals that have been
pushed back during the pan-
demic.

“It’s a mess, it just truly is

a mess and until we do some-
thing about the FOID cards it’s
going to get worse,” he said.

Under an emergency rule,
expired FOID cards are valid
for 18 months after the pan-
demic subsides.

“I give the [ISP] director
credit for trying hard to cor-
rect a problem that predates
him but until we actually get
to the bottom of this and
decide that the FOID card is
not necessary, this is going to
continue to be a problem,”
Caulkins said.

People already go through
background checks when they
purchase firearms, Caulkins
said, and the FOID is infring-
ing on people’s Second
Amendment rights.The
Illinois State Rifle Association
said it is continuing to pursue
legal action against the state
over the delays. The  group
encourages anyone who has
been stuck in limbo to contact
them.

ISP adds another step to FOID card renewal

Illinois Department of
Natural Resources (IDNR)
Conservation Police are alert-
ing waterfowl hunters to avoid
state and federal baiting viola-
tions by not hunting from
fields damaged by recent field
fires in Illinois.

Due to the extremely dry
weather conditions in recent
weeks, numerous field fires
have occurred throughout the
state, damaging crops and
resulting in large amounts of
grain being left exposed on the
ground. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service baiting regulations
state: The presence of seed or
grain in an agricultural area
rules out waterfowl hunting
unless the seed or grain is scat-
tered solely as the result of a
normal agricultural planting,

normal agricultural harvest-
ing, normal agricultural post-
harvest manipulation, or nor-
mal soil stabilization practice.

Though inadvertent,
since the recent field fires are
not considered a normal agri-
cultural practice, the fires have
created areas that will be con-
sidered baited for the 2020-21
Illinois waterfowl hunting sea-
sons until all grain left on the
ground has been removed.

Hunting in or near these
areas is prohibited by state
and federal law.

Hunters with questions
regarding waterfowl hunting
and baiting can contact their
local IDNR Conservation
Police Officer. A directory with
CPO contact information can
be found on the IDNR website.

Hunters warned to avoid
baiting violations in 
fields damaged by fire

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – A Sangamon County judge has ruled local
units of government are exempt from a law the General
Assembly passed this year declaring the Nov. 3 general election
as a state holiday and requiring all government offices to be
closed that day, unless they are used as polling places or for
other election-related services.

Lawmakers passed that measure during their special ses-
sion in May as a way to protect public safety during the election
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, it was intended to
allow schools, colleges and universities to be used as polling
places without exposing students to members of the public who
might be carrying the virus.

The Illinois Municipal League, a nonprofit advocacy group
that represents local governments, filed suit in July seeking a
declaratory judgment stating that the law did not apply to its
members. The case was filed on behalf of village of Bolingbrook,
in Will and DuPage counties, and Southern View, in Sangamon
County, against the Illinois State Board of Elections.

The plaintiffs challenged a portion of the law that reads, “All
government offices, with the exception of election authorities,
shall be closed unless authorized to be used as a location for
election day services or as a polling place.”

If that applied to local governments, the plaintiffs argued, it
would have forced many of them to pay tens, or even hundreds
of thousands of dollars for holiday pay and related expenses for
law enforcement officers, firefighters, other first responders and
other staff who would be required to work on that day.

In a six-page opinion released, Circuit Judge Raylene
Grischow ruled that if the law were applied to local govern-
ments, it would amount to an impermissible unfunded man-
date.

“Where the Legislature fails to make necessary appropria-
tions allowing reimbursement of expenses, local governments
are not required to implement such mandates,” Grischow wrote.

Judge: Municipalities
exempt from 
Election Day ‘holiday’

The Braceville Gardner
Cemetery is announcing their
fall clean up. All grave decora-
tions must be removed by Nov.
10 or they will be discarded. 

Also, during the year all
wilted, faded and broken
grave decorations will be
removed. 

Garbage will be placed in
containers next to the mainte-
nance building. Do not
replace decorations until the
clean up is completed.

Everyone’s cooperation is
greatly appreciated by the
cemetery board and manager.

Braceville
Gardner
Cemetery
clean up

If you want a
targeted audience

advertise in the
Free Press Newspapers

Call 476-7966



The Free Press Advocate, The Braidwood Journal, The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020, page 10 WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

Dear EarthTalk: What’s
the environmental impact of
all the single-use PPE we are
throwing away now in huge
numbers as a result of
responding to the COVID-19
crisis? -- Jay M., Cary, NC

There’s no question
about it: All the disposable
Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) in our waste
stream is taking a toll on the
environment. A recent study in
the journal Environmental
Science & Technology found
that we are using some 129 bil-
lion disposable masks and 65
billion disposable gloves every
month around the world
nowadays as we try to stay safe
in the midst of the worst pan-
demic to hit the human race in
a century.

Most of the masks in the
U.S. are made out of
polypropylene-based plastic
but some are made from relat-
ed forms
of plastic such as polystyrene,
polycarbonate, polyethylene
or polyester. 

These synthetic fibers are
designed to resist liquids and
do not biodegrade in the envi-
ronment once discarded,
instead breaking down into
smaller and smaller pieces of
plastic that end up in landfills
or, even worse, as litter that
finds its way into waterways
and the ocean.

Some of the discarded PPE
ends up in medical waste bins

and is shipped off to an incin-
erator for disposal, which
unfortunately may not be any
better for our health or the
environment. 

According to the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), incinerators
send particulate matter, heavy
metals, acid gases, nitrogen
oxides, carbon monoxide and
other noxious pollutants air-
borne. As such, environmental
advocates aren’t happy about a
plan by the United Nations to
help communities around the
world set up their own small
local incinerators to deal with
PPE and other COVID-related
waste.

Meanwhile, reusable
masks may have a longer life as
a useful product, but that
doesn’t mean they’ll necessari-
ly biodegrade in the environ-
ment when their time comes. 

Most are made from
cheap synthetic fabrics like
nylon or polyester and are
prone to breakage and short
lifespans, and can last even

longer and wreak more havoc
when littered into the environ-
ment.

The upshot of all this is
that we’ll have discarded PPE
from the pandemic around for
a lot longer than we would like.

It joins the rotting plastic
that sits in landfills, washes up
on beaches and floats in
oceans, amounting to more
than five trillion plastic parti-
cles contaminating the world’s
surface waters.

The particles are toxic to
ecosystems and wildlife.
Marine creatures can mistake
mask remnants and fibers for
food, and/or can get entangled
in them so they can’t hunt, feed
or eat.

So what can we do to off-
set, or even halt the impact?

The pandemic continues, but
by choosing reusable,
biodegradable masks, we can
reduce the demand and con-
sumption of PPE. Eco-friendly
alternatives are available or
you can make your own using
salvaged fabric and online
craft guides. The Hemp
Foundation and Tentree sell
masks made from biodegrad-
able and repurposed materials.

Meanwhile, Bambooo’s
bamboo masks are made out
of sustainably sourced, pesti-
cide-free bamboo, and Planet
Organics’ cotton/rubber vari-
eties are also attractive and
easy on the environment.

EarthTalk® is produced by
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for
the 501(c)3 nonprofit
EarthTalk.

How masks are impacting our enviroment

PPE WASTE IS a big environmental concern now given we are dis-
carding hundreds of billions of disposable masks & gloves every
month globally.

BY GREG BISHOP
THE CENTER SQUARE

Cannabis sales in Illinois
are booming, but the taxes the
state takes in won't fix Illinois’
financial challenges, the latest
figures show.

Depending on the poten-
cy of the product, it can have
taxes of 40 percent or more.
Since the adult-use program
began in Illinois, dispensaries
have sold more than $431 mil-
lion worth of cannabis prod-
ucts. The state has taken in
more than $106 million in rev-
enue.

That may sound like a lot
of revenue, but with a state
budget of more than $40 bil-
lion, it’s a “drop in the bucket,”
said Nick Niforatos, executive
vice president of Smart
Approaches to Marijuana.

“When you look at the
legislation they passed last
year to legalize marijuana
recreationally the money does
go kind of all over the place,
and so you're taking a very
small number and really mak-
ing it even smaller by putting
into some of these programs,”
Niforatos said.

Thirty-five percent of the
revenue, or around $35 million
so far, is earmarked for general
state spending. Despite that,
the state’s budget still has a $6
billion hole.

“So when we’re talking
about $5 billion in borrowing
versus a $100 million,
cannabis is not going to make
up much of our budget at all,
unfortunately,” said state Rep.
Joe Sosnowski, R-Rockford.

Ten percent of the rev-
enue, or around $10 million,
will go to the state’s backlog of
bills, which is $8.4 billion.

A quarter of that goes to a
new program with grants for
nonprofit community groups
in certain areas, 20 percent for
substance abuse and mental
health services, eight percent
for local law enforcement and
two percent for public
cannabis education and safety
campaigns.

Niforatos said the way the
state has managed the
cannabis business licensing
has been a “disaster.”

“Yes the industry is mak-
ing a bunch of money and all
these investors who are over-
whelmingly white and already
millionaires are making a lot of
money but minority commu-
nities have kind of been kicked
to the curb and the tax rev-
enues have been extremely
disappointing,” Niforatos said.

There are 56 cannabis dis-
pensaries, most were already
in place under the medical
program that started years
ago.

Cannabis sales a bright
spot, but not bright
enough to solve state’s
financial challenges

Illinois gas prices have
risen 3.6 cents per gallon in
the past week, averaging
$2.20/g Monday, according to
GasBuddy's daily survey of
4,378 stations. Gas prices in
Illinois are 5.5 cents per gallon
lower than a month ago and
stand 36.7 cents per gallon
lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois is priced at
$1.87/g while the most expen-
sive is $2.79/g, a difference of
92.0 cents per gallon. 

The lowest price in the
state is $1.87/g while the high-
est is $2.79/g, a difference of

92.0 cents per gallon.The
national average price of gaso-
line is unchanged  in the last
week, averaging $2.14/g today. 

The national average is
down 4.2 cents per gallon from
a month ago and stands 45.5
cents per gallon lower than a
year ago. 

“Gas price trends contin-
ue to be typical for this time of
year, easing slightly in most
places as demand continues
its slow seasonal drop, with
potential enhancement from
the recent surge in new coron-
avirus cases,” said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum
analysis for GasBuddy. “More

stations are falling back under
$2 per gallon, in fact the high-
est amount of stations since
May are now under that level,
and I do believe that trend will
continue at least for now as
improvement in the coron-
avirus situation remains elu-
sive. There may be minor dis-
ruption in price and localized
supply challenges as Tropical
Storm Zeta again takes aim for
the Gulf Coast, but like we've
seen with Laura, Sally and
Delta, these issues have been
very minor compared to a nor-
mal year due to the reduction
in our gasoline appetite.”

Illinois gas prices goes up
The Custer Fire

Protection District will be
hosting a Halloween Drive-
Thru event on Saturday, Oct.
31 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Volunteers will be at three
locations—the Custer Fire
Station on Hwy. 113, Deer
Ridge Subdivision and Custer
Township Hall on Grant Ave—
handing out goodies and
greeting youngsters in cos-
tume.

Boys and girls will have to
opportunity to tour fire trucks,
receiving fire prevention
handouts and speak with fire-
fighters.

Any Custer Park resident
in need of a smoke detector
can request one at any loca-
tion or call 815-458-2680.

Custer Fire
Halloween
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What happens

to a person’s pos-
sessions if they die
without a will? I’m
almost 60 years old
and have never
gotten around to
making one, but
the coronavirus
crisis has made it a
priority.

Will-less Willie

Dear Willie,
The coron-

avirus crisis has lit
a fire under many Americans
when it comes to getting their
affairs in older. Currently,
fewer than half of American
adults have prepared a will or
living trust.

If you die without a will,
the state you reside in will
determine what happens to
your assets. Every state has
intestacy laws in place that
parcel out property and assets
to a deceased person’s closest
living relatives when there’s no
will or trust in place. But these
laws vary from state-to-state.

Here is a general break-
down of what can happen to a
person’s assets, depending on
whom they leave behind.  

Married with children:
When a married person with
children dies without a will, all
property, investments and
financial accounts that are
“jointly owned” automatically

goes to the surviv-
ing co-owner
without going
through probate,
which is the legal
process that dis-
tributes a
deceased person’s
assets.

But for all
other separately
owned property or
individual finan-
cial accounts, the
laws of most
states award one-
third to one-half

to the surviving spouse, while
the rest goes to the children.

Married with no children
or grandchildren: Some states
award the entire estate to the
surviving spouse, or every-
thing up to a certain amount
(for example the first
$100,000). But many other
states award only one-third to
one-half of the decedent’s sep-
arately owned assets to the
surviving spouse, with the
remainder generally going to
the deceased person’s parents,
or if the parents are dead, to
brothers and sisters.

Jointly owned property,
investments, financial
accounts, or community prop-
erty automatically goes to the
surviving co-owner.

Single with children: All
state laws provide that the
entire estate goes to the chil-
dren, in equal shares. If an

adult child of the decedent has
died, then that child’s children
(the decedent’s grandchildren)
split their parent’s share.

Single with no children or
grandchildren: In this situa-
tion, most state laws favor the
deceased person’s parents. If
both parents are deceased,
many states divide the proper-
ty among the brothers and sis-
ters, or if they are not living,
their children (your nieces and
nephews). If there are none of
them, it goes to the next of kin,
and if there is no living family,
the state takes it.

Make a Will
To ensure your assets go to

those you want to receive
them, you need to create a will
or trust. If you have a simple
estate and an uncomplicated
family situation, there are do-
it-yourself resources that can
help you create all these docu-
ments for very little money.

Some top-rated options
include the Quicken WillMaker
& Trust 2020 downloadable
software (available at
nolo.com) that costs $90 and
works with Windows and Macs

and is valid in every state
except Louisiana; LegalZoom
(legalzoom.com), which offers
basic wills for $89 or $99 if
you’d like assistance from an
independent attorney; and
Trust & Will (trustandwill.com)
which charges $89 for a basic
will. 

If, however, you want or
need assistance or if you have a
complicated financial situa-
tion, blended family or have
considerable assets, you
should hire an attorney. An
experienced attorney can
make sure you cover all your
bases, which can help avoid
family confusion and squab-
bles after you’re gone. 

Costs will vary depending
on where you live, but you can
expect to pay anywhere
between $200 and $1,000 for a
will.

The National Academy of
Elder Law Attorneys
(naela.org) and the American
College of Trust and Estate
Counsel (actec.org) websites
are good resources that have
directories to help you find
someone in your area. 

What happens if you die without a will?

SAVVY SENIOR

Jim Miller

Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers is striving
to improve the outcomes for
individuals diagnosed with
concussions through its new
Concussion Management
Program.

Called “Getting Your Brain
Back On Track,” the compre-
hensive and evidence-based
concussion management pro-
gram utilizes emergency or
immediate care, neurology
and rehabilitation services to
enhance concussion diagno-
sis, evaluation and treatment.

“There's an urgent need
for someone with a concus-
sion to be seen by a certified
provider within a few days of
the injury,” says Dr. Isaac
Mezo, a neurologist with
Morris Hospital Neurology
Specialists, adding that Morris
Hospital has noticed an
increase in concussions in the
community specifically due to
sports-related and head
injuries. “Yet, we've found it's
often weeks or months after a
concussion occurs that
patients are receiving post-
concussion treatment.”

“These numbers are very
troubling to us, and that is
what this program is looking
to change,” adds Dr. Mezo.
“Our goal is to streamline the
process for concussion diag-
nosis and treatment, so that
people can get back to work,
school or play as fast as possi-
ble without any long-lasting
injury,” 

A concussion is a type of
traumatic brain injury caused
by a bump, blow or jolt to the
head that causes movement in
the brain. This sudden move-
ment in the head can cause
chemical changes in the brain
and sometimes stretch or
damage brain cells, causing
neurological symptoms.
Common symptoms of a con-
cussion include headache,
dizziness, nausea, sensitivity
to light, concentration or
memory problems, confusion,
vomiting, vision problems or
feeling sluggish, hazy or grog-
gy. Concussions range in
severity from minor injuries
that heal with rest to serious
conditions that can have long-
term effects on daily life.

When a head injury
occurs and symptoms last
more than a few minutes,
patients are strongly encour-
aged to visit an emergency
department or immediate care

center so a provider can rule
out a serious injury. Patients
who are diagnosed with con-
cussion at Morris Hospital's
walk-in care locations will be
referred for a priority care
assessment and neurological
exam within 48 hours with an
ImPACT certified provider
who is specially trained in
post-concussion diagnosis,
evaluation and treatment. 

ImPACT, which stands for
Immediate Post-Concussion
Assessment and Cognitive
Testing, is a computerized test
that provides data to evaluate
a patient's post-injury condi-
tion and aids in tracking
recovery. Morris Hospital's
ImPACT certified providers
include Dr. Isaac Mezo and Dr.
Samuel Quaynor, neurologists;
Dr. Jaynee Pendergast, family
medicine; and Stefanie
Henline, neurology nurse
practitioner.

Depending on symptoms,
providers may refer patients
for physical therapy or speech
therapy with an ImPACT certi-
fied therapist who will oversee
the active rehabilitation for
patients who are recovering
from a concussion. Morris
Hospital has four ImPACT cer-
tified physical therapists who
work at the Diagnostic &
Rehabilitative Center of Morris
Hospital.

“Physical therapy focuses
on vestibular exercises for bal-
ance problems, neck pain,
headache and dizziness,” Dr.
Mezo says. “Or, cognitive ther-
apy with a speech therapist
may be recommended for
individuals who are having
difficulty concentrating or
finding difficulty with memo-
ry.”

Initially, the concussion
management program will be
supported with funding from
the Morris Hospital
Foundation. Morris Hospital
will also be striving to raise
awareness in the community
about concussion warning
signs and treatment.

“If anyone has any kind of
head injury, it's better to be
safe than sorry,” says Dr. Mezo.
“Anyone who suffers a blow to
the head should need just a
couple of seconds to a couple
of minutes for symptoms to go
away. If any symptoms last
more than an hour after a
head injury, it's critical to get
checked out.” 

Morris Hospital
launches concussion
management program

Photo by Eric Fisher

A FARMER HARVESTS corn near Wilmington Sunday thanks to
favorable weather conditions. Statewide the corn harvest as of
Monday was 80 percent complete, slightly ahead of the 5-year
average of 76 percent, according to the USDA’s Illinois Ag report.
There were 4.3 days suitable for fieldwork during the week.
Soybean harvest was 90 percent complete, compared to the 5-year
average of 80 percent. Winter wheat planted was at 89 percent,
compared to the 5-year average of 73 percent. Statewide, the aver-
age temperature was 49.7 degrees, 2.4 degrees below normal.
Precipitation averaged 1.75 inches, 1.07 inches above normal. Area
farmers will have to deal with rain showers Thursday but could be
back in the field on Saturday when it turns sunny and tempera-
tures climb to 60 degrees.

Harvest time
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

2nd floor 1 BR apt. for 
rent. 725 S. Broadway, 
Coal City. Same floor 
washer & dryer, 
$660/mo. plus $700 se-
curity. Price includes 
utilities. If interested call 
815-685-2919 and 
leave a message. 
ca 42b-46a

Braidwood - 2nd floor, 
two bedroom apart-
ment. $675. Tenant 
pays all utilities. Laun-
dry facilities. Security 
check, no pets, no 
smoking. 815-476-2219 
or 815-278-5350. cc41a-
44b

Wilmington, 2nd floor, 
efficency/studio, $475 
mo plus security, plus 
utilities, no pets, no 
smoking, Text 815-768-
5020. cc44a-47b

BOATS

Two, late 60’s, early 
70’s era metal canoes, 
$300 each. Bass boat 
with trailer, $500. Call 
815-260-0214, leave 
message. cc43a-46b

FOR FREE

Free  for  the  hauling, 
horse manure, Wilming-
ton area, call 
815-931-0098. fr11a-tfn

GARAGE SALE

312 Wood St., Wilming-
ton, Thurs., Oct. 29 
through Sun., Nov. 1 
from 8am-4pm. Storage 
Unit Sale, antiques, col-
lectibles, store displays, 
lawn mowers, clothes, 
household items, tools, 
too much to list. cc44ab

34404 Lakeside Ter-
race, Wilmington, Sat., 
Oct. 31st & Sun., Nov. 
1st from 9am-4pm. 
Wood framed doors, 
nice pictures, furniture, 
tools, hospital bed, an-
tiques, kitchenware, 
dryer, refrigerator, bed 
frames, dressers, TV 
stands. cc28b

HELP WANTED

Applications are being 
taken for one, part-time 
(2 hours per day) Play-
ground Supervisor posi-
tion at Stevens Interme-
diate School. Resumes 
should be sent to:
Mr. Kevin Feeney
209U Wildcat Court
Wilmington, IL  60481
kfeeney@209u.net
Wilmington Community 
Unit School District No. 
209U is in compliance 
with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, which states that 
no person in the United 
State shall, on the basis 
of race, color, national 
origin, sex or handicap-
ping condition be ex-
cluded from participa-
tion in, be denied the 
benefits of or otherwise 
be subjected to dis-
crimination under any 
program or activity in 
which District 209U re-
ceives federal assis-
tance. ch44ab

Truck detailer/Shop 
hand/ Maintenance. Ap-
ply at Holt & Sons Inc., 
504 S. East Street, 
Gardner, 60424 Phone
815-237-8450. cc43a-46b

Dawn of a New Day 
Care Center in Mazon, 
is now hiring qualified 
teachers. Call now, 
815-448-2530. cc43a-46b

City Pizza and Sub Co., 
300 E. Baltimore St., 
Wilmington, seeking 
help. Apply within. 
ck44b-48a

HELP WANTED

Applications are being 
taken for one, full-time 
(eight hours per day) 
Custodial/Maintenance 
position.  Resumes 
should be sent to:
Mr. Jim Habing
Wilmington High School
209U Wildcat Court
Wilmington, IL  60481
Wilmington Community 
Unit School District No. 
209U is in compliance 
with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, which states that 
no person in the United 
State shall, on the basis 
of race, color, national 
origin, sex or handicap-
ping condition be ex-
cluded from participa-
tion in, be denied the 
benefits of or otherwise 
be subjected to dis-
crimination under any 
program or activity in 
which District 209U re-
ceives federal assis-
tance. ch43a-44b

Friends Over Fifty has 
an immediate need for 
Caregivers for 24-hour 
care shifts. Our Senior 
Care Company helps 
the elderly maintain 
their independence by 
providing in-home 
companionship and 
other non-medical as-
sistance with Activities 
of Daily Living.  Train-
ing is provided as well 
as a competitive sal-
ary and employer 
matching IRA. Apply 
online today at 
https://fofseniorcare.er
sp.biz/employment or 
call 815-836-2635. 
cc41a-44b

Full-time, experienced 
Stylist wanted. Chair 
rental. Elwood, IL. 
Email inquiries/resume 
to Haircode@att.net. 
cc41b-45a

HOMES FOR RENT

Wilmington, 1 BR, 
stove, refrigerator(cour-
tesy), $750 month, se-
curity deposit, first 
month’s rent and lease. 
No smoking, no pets. 
Utilities not included. 
815-931-9537. ck44a-47b

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

MISCELLANEOUS

Dry, seasoned   oak 
firewood $129, cherry 
BBQ firewood $169. 
Wood racks $49, 
Camping Wood $99. 
The best firewood & 
quick, friendly service. 
815-260-0108. cc40b-48a

GET HELP
APPLYING FOR
A FOID CARD

We take color photo-
graphs for gun owners’ 
cards (FOID) for $10 
and help you complete 
the application online. 
Illinois State Police 
won’t answer the FOID 
hotline but you can 
complete your applica-
tion with our computer. 
Call for an appointment 
most days (but Tues-
days) 9a.m. to 4p.m. 
Do not wear white or 
very pale colors. Call 
815-476-7966. The 
Free Press office, 111 
S. Water St., Wilming-
ton. Please wear a 
mask.

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Samsung DLP 61" 
HDTV. Works great, no 
damage. $200. Call 815-
954-4647. cc43a-44b

MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

2 or 3 BR mobile 
homes available for 
rent or sale.  Rent 
from $799-$899.  In-
cludes water, sewer & 
trash removal.  Please 
call & talk to Eric 
about financing op-
tions.  Call 
815-237-2290 for 
more information. 
cc39a-46b

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

REAL ESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT GRUNDY 
COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLI-
NOIS MILL CITY MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST 
2017-1, WILMINGTON 
SAVINGS FUND SOCI-
ETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRIS-
TIANA TRUST AS TRUS-
TEE
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DAVID BZDILL, AS SPE-
CIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE ESTATE OF 
LINDA M. BEAZLEY A/K/A 
LINDA BEAZLEY, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW 
AND LEGATEES OF 
LINDA M. BEAZLEY A/K/A 
LINDA BEAZLEY, ALLEN 
REYNOLDS, ERIC 
BEAZLEY, LUKE 
BEAZLEY, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS De-
fendant 2019 CH 33
NOTICE OF SALE PUB-
LIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the 
above cause on August 7, 
2020, an agent for The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 9:00 AM on Novem-
ber 18, 2020, at the 
Grundy County Court-
house, 111 East Washing-
ton Street front door en-
trance, MORRIS, IL, 
60450, sell at a public sale 
to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate: 
Commonly known as 3770 
WILL COURT, MORRIS, IL 
60450 Property Index No. 
05-16-226-016 The real 
estate is improved with a 
single family residence. 
The judgment amount was 
$212,795.48. Sale terms: 
25% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at the 
close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. 
The balance, including the 
Judicial Sale fee for the 
Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at 
the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof 
of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed 
$300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject 
property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments, or spe-
cial taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and with-
out recourse to Plaintiff 
and in "AS IS" condition. 
The sale is further subject 
to confirmation by the 
court. Upon payment in full 
of the amount bid, the pur-

chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will enti-
tle the purchaser to a deed 
to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale. The 
property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff 
makes no representation 
as to the condition of the 
property. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify 
all information. If this prop-
erty is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If 
this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part of 
a common interest commu-
nity, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments 
required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF 
YOU ARE THE MORTGA-
GOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW. You will need a 
photo identification issued 
by a government agency 
(driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in 
Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held 
at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales 
Corporation conducts fore-
closure sales. For informa-
tion, JOHNSON, BLUM-
BERG & ASSOCIATES, 
LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
230 W. Monroe Street, 
Suite #1125, Chicago, IL, 
60606 (312) 541-9710. 
Please refer to file number 
19-6979. THE JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE You can also 
visit The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales. JOHNSON, BLUM-
BERG & ASSOCIATES, 
LLC 230 W. Monroe 
Street, Suite #1125 Chi-
cago IL, 60606 
312-541-9710 E-Mail: ilp-
leadings@johnsonbluberg.
com Attorney File No. 
19-6979 Case Number: 
2019 CH 33 TJSC#: 
40-2212 NOTE: Pursuant 
to the Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act, you are ad-
vised that Plaintiff's attor-
ney is deemed to be a debt 
collector attempting to col-
lect a debt and any infor-
mation obtained will be 
used for that purpose. 
Case # 2019 CH 33
I3157931 Published in the 
Free Press Newspapers, 
Wed., Oct. 14, 21 and 28, 
2020.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Bohac
Dirtworks
Excavating

Grading
Dozer Work

Sand * Gravel
Black Dirt

Private Ponds
and Lakes

Ditch Cleaning
Demolition 

Office:
815-458-2542

Cell Phones:
405-5981 - John

791-0153 - John Jr.
791-0750 - Justen

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc42a-42a

Deb’s Way Trucking
Gravel, dirt & sand. 6- 
wheeler loads only. Call
or text Deb at 815-693-
5870. cc36b-49a

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting,welding 
repairs, seamless gut-
ters, fencing, tree re-
moval, lawn care, Com-
plete Handyman serv-
ice! Bonded and In-
sured, 20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. cc28b

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. 
INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Keep your house 
cooler  in summertime 
and warmer in  the win-
ter. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. cc41b-12a

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including dry-
wall repairs, plaster re-
pairs, cracks, holes, & 
patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc40a-51b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966. 
tfn/47b

STORAGE

ISLAND CITY
STORAGE

Boat, RV, Camper, 
Truck, Car, Trailer. 660 
N. Kankakee St., Wil-
mington, IL. Secure in-
door storage, 779-232-
3309. ca44b-49a

WANTED

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Illinois Classified
Advertising Network

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913
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As of Oct. 21, hospital admis-
sions for patients with COVID-like
illnesses had increased 75 percent
in two weeks within the Illinois
Department of Public Health's
"Region 8," which includes DuPage
and Kane counties.

As of Oct. 23, only 25 percent of
hospital beds in Region 8 were
open, down from a third earlier that
week. The state's hospitalization
"red zone" is 20 percent availability.
At that point, regions are automati-
cally put into state mitigation.

Remember "flatten the curve"? 
Well, the state's 7-day average

case positivity rate rose 54 percent in the two-
week period ending Oct. 22. And Region 8's 7-
day average test positivity rate increased 64 per-
cent during the 10 days prior to that date.

The trend certainly does not appear to be
our friend. And who knows what the situation is
by the time you read this?

Even so, Rep. Deanne Mazzochi (R-
Elmhurst) complained during a House
Republican campaign press conference last
week about the state mitigation measures
which will soon be imposed on her home coun-
ty of DuPage, claiming that "we do not have the
same type of crisis scenario that we did back in
March."

Scientists knew very little about the virus in
March, so people didn't know quite what to do.
Also, the governor has said over and over that he
has zero plans to impose another sweeping stay

at home order, which shut down a
gigantic swath of an already mostly
self-shuttered economy beginning
in March.

The new mitigations apply
mainly to bars and restaurants,
closing indoor service and limiting
hours. There is really no compari-
son between these mitigations and
what was imposed in March.
Remember when you couldn't get a
haircut, or visit the doctor for a rou-
tine checkup, have a cavity filled or
hang out with a friend? This is most
definitely not that.

Rep. Mazzochi went on to
declare that the governor is "perfectly happy to
wreck what's going on in DuPage."

Um, even if his secret identity really is a
cartoon super villain, JB Pritzker carried
DuPage County in 2018. Presumably, he'd like
to win it again. Joyfully wrecking DuPage would
serve what purpose? Mazzochi may be spend-
ing too much time on social media.

But her reaction is an indication of the
influential forces that are being targeted here.
Influential restaurant and bar owners don't
appear to be willing to take this lying down.
Several have made a big public show of remain-
ing open to indoor service in defiance of the
new prohibitions.

Opponents of the new mitigations say that
bars and restaurants and other venues should-
n't be singled out when the "real" problem is in
nursing homes. But these venues are more

interconnected than you might think.
"Recent data released by Johns Hopkins

University and the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services shows that weekly cases in
nursing homes rose nationwide in late
September as the disease became more wide-
spread in 38 states and the country entered its
third coronavirus spike," the Washington Post
has reported.

In other words, if you want to protect
Grandma (and a whole lot of other folks), you
gotta control community spread. Nursing
homes aren't isolated bubbles. Workers, con-
tractors, vendors, visitors, etc. come and go all
the time. Whatever is in the community has a
good chance of getting into those facilities and
then can spread like wildfire.

DuPage County's own contact tracing
shows the second most outbreaks between
September 29 and October 13 were connected
to restaurants. The most?
Long-term care and assisted
living centers. That's just one
of several reasons why the state
is focusing on restaurants.

Some folks, including the
Illinois Restaurant Association,
are referencing some DuPage
stats that go back to March to
claim that restaurants aren't a
real problem. Except, restau-
rants and taverns were closed
for months last spring. Of
course they weren't a source.

Countless restaurants and

bars are centers of their communities and many
of their proprietors are widely respected. Not to
mention that the hospitality industry is an
incredibly large and important segment of the
state's economy.

There is no doubt that some very good,
hardworking people are about to face financial
ruin, owners and employees alike. And a lot of
those owners have relationships with their leg-
islators, mayors and other powerful types.

Point being, the governor is facing a differ-
ent sort of challenge than last spring. We were
mostly in it together back then. But now the
virus is forcing the state to single out an organ-
ized, motivated and influential constituency
and those folks are bound to gain significant
traction, especially if heavily populated subur-
ban Cook and Chicago are put into mitigation. 

Rich Miller also publishes Capitol Fax, a
daily political newsletter, and CapitolFax. com.

Attitudes have changed since Pritzker’s previous COVID restrictions

BY ZETA CROSS
THE CENTER SQUARE

The COVID-19 pandemic
has slashed state tax revenues
from legalized gambling.

Revenues are down more
than $200 million – or 13.4% –
for fiscal 2020.

"We are nowhere close to
where we were a year ago,"
said Eric Noggle, a senior state
analyst.

Noggle is one of the
authors of a new report by the
Commission on Government
Forecasting and
Accountability, or CoGFA, that
announced the fiscal year's
findings that ended on June
30.

Noggle said the COVID-19

shutdown of casinos and
video gaming parlors from
March 16 through June 30 cut
off gambling revenues alto-
gether for three and a half
months.

When Illinois lifted the
shutdown on July 1, revenues
stayed down – even with casi-
nos, race tracks and video par-
lors operating again. Because
of the pandemic, people were
reluctant to go out like they
used to do, Noggle said.

The Illinois Lottery is the
largest source of Illinois gam-
bling revenues. The pandemic
has depressed lottery ticket
sales by $172.5 million.

Early estimates indicate
that in the 2019-2020 fiscal
year, lottery ticket sales in
Illinois were down by 5.8%.

Because people are driving
less and working from home,
they are less likely to come
across as many lottery ticket
vendors as they would have in
a typical year, Noggle said.

Fewer trips to the conven-
ience store and the supermar-
ket result in lower lottery tick-
et sales, Noggle said.

"Lack of access means
fewer tickets sold," Noggle
said.

The Illinois Legislature
took note of the early signs of
a slowdown in legalized gam-
bling revenues and made
some changes to increase tax
revenues. Restrictions on
video games were eased.
Video parlors are allowed to
have six terminals – up from a
maximum of five. Truck stops

were also permitted to bring
in more video game terminals.
Depending on the location,
truck stops can now have a
maximum of 10 video game
terminals – an increase of five.

Video gambling has taken
over a larger share of the
Illinois gambling market.
There are more than 36,000
video gambling terminals
operating in Illinois – the
equivalent of 30 casinos, the
report said. In response, the
Illinois Legislature has
increased the tax rate levied
on video game terminals.

"This year, the tax rate
was 30%. For fiscal year 2021,
the tax rate is 34%," Noggle
said.

Pandemic slashes gambling revenue in Illinois
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Attorney Lynch files
Mathena estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
RUSSEL J. MATHENA, Deceased; No. 20
P 780

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Russel J. Mathena. Letters of
Office were issued to Luana K. Mathena
whose address is 112 Inwood Drive, Joliet,
Illinois 60435 as Independent Executor,
whose attorney of record is Jennifer M.
Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi & Lynch,
L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet, Illinois
60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 28th
day of April, 2021 if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Russel J. Mathena,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, October 28,
November 4 and 11, 2020.

Florence and Wesley Union

Drainage Dist. #1 to meet

PUBLIC NOTICE
Florence and Wesley Union

Drainage District #1 will hold their annual
meeting to conduct business at 18725 W.
Donohue Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481 at 8:00
a.m, Tuesday, November 10, 2020.

Commissioners
John Meyer

Sue Donohue Whiteside
Bill Phelan

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, October 28,
2020.

Attorney Adler 
gives notice of 
Heck Estate

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF WILL

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS - IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOHN R. HECK, DECEASED NO. 20P715

PUBLICATION NOTICE AND NOTICE
OF CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of the
death of John R. Heck. Letters of Office
were issued on September 22, 2020 to
Betty Marlene Akins, as Independent
Executor. The attorney for the Independent
Representative is DANIEL J. ADLER, 1616
W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60435.

Notice is given to John R. Heck’s,
heirs or legatees who are named in a peti-
tion filed in this proceeding to probate a will
and whose names or addresses are not
stated in the petition, that an Order was
entered by the Court on September 22,
2020, admitting the will to probate. Within
42 days after the effective date of the origi-
nal order of admission you may file a peti-
tion with the Court to require proof of the
Will by testimony of the witnesses to the
Will in open court or other evidence, as pro-
vided in 6-21 of the Probate Act. You also
have the right under 8-1 of the Probate Act
to contest the validity of the Will by filing a
petition with the Court within six (6) months
after admission of the Will to probate.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision unless under 28-4 of
the Probate Act any interested person ter-
minates independent administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a petition to
terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed with the representative or with the
Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will County
Courthouse, 14 West Jefferson St., Joliet,
IL 60432 or with the representative, or both,
on or before the 28th day of April, 2021.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred unless otherwise permitted by law.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered to the representative
and to the attorney of record within ten (10)
days after it has been filed.
ADLER LAW FIRM, P.C.
DANIEL J. ADLER #03123945
Attorney for John R. Heck Estate
1616 W. Jefferson Street
Joliet, Illinois 60435
(815) 744-5300
email: danadlerlaw@comcast.net

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, October 28,
November 4 and 11, 2020.

Attorney Fisher files
Smith estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Ida L. Smith,
Deceased. Case No. 20 P 737.

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of Ida L.
Smith of Wilmington, Illinois.  Letters of
Office were issued on October 21, 2020 to
Anthony W. Smith as Independent
Executor.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 28,
2021 or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated: October 28, 2020.  
Anthony L. Smith, Independent

Executor.  
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at Law,

Attorney No.:  06184265, 207 South Water
Street, Wilmington, IL  60481.  (815) 476-
7635. Email: jeff@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Oct. 28, Nov. 4, and 11, 2020.

Attorney Fisher files
Garstka estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Norbert V.
Garstka, Deceased. Case No. 20 P 716.

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of
Norbert V. Garstka  of Wilmington, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on October
13, 2020 to Debra S. Miller as Independent
Executor.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 21,
2021, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated: October 21, 2020.  
Debra S. Miller, Independent

Executor.  
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at Law,

Attorney No.:  06184265, 207 South Water
Street, Wilmington, IL  60481.  (815) 476-
7635. Email: jeff@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 21, 28, and
Nov. 4, 2020.

Attorney Fisher files
Rowe estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Michelle A.
Rowe, Deceased. Case No. 20 P 731.

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of
Michelle A. Rowe  of Shorewood, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on October
13, 2020 to Raymond D. Rowe as
Independent Executor.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 21,
2021, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated: October 21, 2020.  
Raymond D. Rowe, Independent

Executor.  
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at Law,

Attorney No.:  06184265, 207 South Water
Street, Wilmington, IL  60481.  (815) 476-
7635. Email: jeff@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, October 21, 28,
and Nov. 4, 2020.

Attorney Korst files
Agazzi estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS)
COUNTY OF WILL)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS-
PROBATE DIVISION

THE ESTATE OF FREDA JEAN AGAZZI,
DECEASED.

No. 2020 P 492
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to creditors of
the death of Freda Jean Agazzi of Joliet,
Illinois.  Letters of Office were issued on
July 16, 2020 to Mary T. Jostes, 1451 Root
Street, Crest Hill, Ilinois, 60403 as
Independent Executor, whose attorney is
Michael J. Korst, Michael J. Korst. P.C.,
2720 Caton Farm Road, Joliet, Illinois,
60435. 

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4)
any interested person terminates inde-
pendent administration at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a petition to terminate to
the Circuit Court.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, on or
before April 14, 2021, or if mailing or deliv-
ery of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/18-3), the date stated in that
Notice.   Any claim not filed on or before
that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered
by the claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within 10 days after it has
been filed.

Mary T. Jostes, independent
Executor

Michael J. Korst, Michael J. Korst.
P.C., 2720 Caton Farm Road, Joliet,
Illinois, 60435. 815-609-8080

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 14, 21 and
28, 2020.

Attorney Fisher files
Hovi estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WILL 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Marie Agnes
Hovi, Deceased. Case No.:  20 P 719.

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Marie

Agnes Hovi of Mokena, Illinois.  Letters of
Office were issued on October 1, 2020 to
Marie Ann Hovi as Independent Executor.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 14,
2021, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated:  October 14, 2020.  
Marie Ann Hovi, Independent

Executor  
Mark M. Berardi, Attorney at Law,

Fisher Berardi Law Attorney No.:
6317890, 14919 Founders Crossing,
Homer Glen, IL 60491.  (708) 942-8030
Email: mark@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on October 14, 21 and 28, 2020.

Attorney Fisher files
Campus estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WILL 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 

IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Phyllis J.
Campus, Deceased. Case No.:  20 P 631.

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of Phyllis
J. Campus of Wilmington, Illinois.  Letters
of Office were issued on September 28,
2020 to Charles M. Campus as
Independent Executor.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 14,
2021, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated:  October 14, 2020.  
Charles M. Campus, Independent

Executor  
Andrew Costa, Attorney at Law,

Fisher Berardi Law Attorney No.:
6317890, 14919 Founders Crossing,
Homer Glen, IL 60491.  (708) 942-8030
Email: andrew@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on October 14, 21 and 28, 2020.

M and M Consulting
files as new business

PUBLIC NOTICE
Assumed Name

Publication Notice
Certificate 33634 was filed in the

office of the County Clerk of Will County on
October 19, 2020 wherein the business
firm of M and M Consulting, located at 244
Karen Circle, Bolingbrook, IL 60440 was
registered; that the true or real name or
names of the person or persons owning
the business, with their respective post
office address, is as follows: 

Owner Name: Quincy Lee Mccoy
Owner Address: 244 Karen Circle,

Bolingbrook, IL 60440
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have

hereunto set my hand and Official Seal at
my office in Joliet, Illinois this 19th day of
October, 2020.

Lauren Staley Ferry
Will County Clerk

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 28, Nov. 4
and Nov. 11, 2020.

BY BRIDGET KNOWLES 
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

On Tuesday, Nov. 3, stu-
dents in Wilmignton schools
will not be attending school
because of election day.

Many students will stay
home, maybe watch movies
or take a nap, but a few stu-
dents will be able to vote for
the first time. 

Among the seniors who
have turned 18 and is regis-
tered to vote is Logan Casey.

“I am very excited to
vote, it’s fun to be able to do
something that I am only
now able to do,” he com-
mented. 

Even though most stu-

dents are under the age of
18, there are others looking
forward to the day they’ll get
to vote.

WHS junior Riann
Palmer, is one of those stu-
dents.

“I can see why the state
decided to take the day off,
some seniors  can vote and
should be allowed the
chance  to do so,” she com-
mented.  

Many students are
excited for a day off, and
eager to do their civil duty. 

“I love that Election
Day is off, because it allows
you to be able to get
involved in the government
and do your part as a citi-
zen,” Casey said.

No school on
election dayBY BRIDGET KNOWLES

WHS STUDENT REPORTER

Each week the Free Press
Advocate features seniors from
the Class of 2021. Wilmington
seniors this week include Jacob
Plese, Stephanie Lambert, and
Justin Esposito. 

Jacob Plese
What do you plan to pur-

sue upon graduation? After
graduation I plan to go to col-
lege and pursue a business
degree. 

Do you have a hobby you’re
good at?  Volleyball

What is one thing most
people don’t know about you?
Most people don’t know I’m  a
huge NFL fan.

What is one skill you wish
you had but don’t? I wish I was
a good artist because I can’t
draw at all. 

What is your favorite thing
to eat? Buffalo wings with
ranch

I want to give a shout out
to (favorite staff member)... the
guidance secretary, love you
Mom.

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why? I would love to meet
Obama because he seems like
a really chill guy.

If you could create a class,
what would it be? I would cre-
ate a cooking class because
that would be so fun.

Funniest memory from
high school? Watching the
teachers and students get hyp-
notized during homecoming
week my junior year

What advice would you
give to underclassmen? High
school goes by very fast so
enjoy every second of it.

Stephanie Lambert
What do you plan to pur-

sue upon graduation? An act-
ing career

Do you have a hobby
you’re good at? Music 

What is one thing most
people don’t know about you?
My birthday is January 6th.

What is one skill you wish
you had but don’t? To be a very
organized person. I am very
messy.

What is your favorite thing
to eat?  Chicken alfredo 

I want to give a shout out
to (favorite staff member)...
Martha, the janitor that used to
work here, she is amazing. 

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why? I would love to meet

Chris Farley, he was an amaz-
ing actor. 

If you could create a class,
what would it be? A class that
teaches you to play the guitar. 

Funniest memory from
high school? Spitting coffee on
Scott Homerding because
something funny was said. 

What advice would you
give to underclassmen? If you
feel like doing something, do
it. If it ends up being the wrong
thing than learn from it. 

Justin Esposito
What do you plan to pur-

sue upon graduation? Cyber
security

Do you have a hobby you’re
good at? Computers 

What is one thing most
people don’t know about you?
When I was 13 I built my first
computer and I just built my
second one last year.

During the home quaran-

tine I did a lot of... Gaming and
long nights. 

What is your favorite thing
to eat? Pizza

I want to give a shout out
to (favorite staff member)... Mr.
Ivanoff for being an amazing
soccer coach for the four years
I have been here. 

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why?  Skrillex because
growing up I would listen to his
music all the time. 

If you could create a class
what would it be? Video edit-
ing class for Sony Vegas or
Adobe Premium 

Funniest memory from
high school? 

What advice would you
give to underclassman? Don’t
wait until the last second to do
your  work. Try to get ahead of
the game and it will make the
year a lot easier for you. 

WHS seniors of the week

STEPHANIE LAMBERT JUSTIN ESPOSITO

STAFF REPORT

In early September,
United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
announced that in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic, a
waiver had been created
allowing schools across the
country to offer free meals to
students through the end of
the calendar year. 

Now, that program will
extend further.

Earlier this month, the
USDA extended the waiver
through the end of the 2020-
2021 school year, June 30,
2021, to allow schools to con-
tinue providing meals at no
cost to all children.

“Children can’t focus on
learning if they are hungry.
And, despite the unprecedent-
ed circumstances, Americans
can count on USDA’s child
nutrition programs and our
hard working partners in com-
munities across America to
ensure our nation’s school
children get the food they
need to grow and thrive,” said
Brian Lipps, USDA deputy
under secretary for food,
nutrition and consumer serv-
ices. 

“As our nation recovers
and reopens, we want to
ensure that children continue
to receive the nutritious break-
fasts and lunches they count
on during the school year
wherever they are, and howev-
er they are learning,” said U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny
Perdue. “We are grateful for
the heroic efforts by our
school food service profes-
sionals who are consistently
serving healthy meals to kids
during these trying times, and
we know they need maximum
flexibility right now.”

USDA previously extend-
ed child nutrition waivers
through December 2020 based
upon available funding at the
time.

The new flexibilities
extended until the end of the

current school year will allow
schools and other local pro-
gram operators to continue to
leverage the Summer Food
Service Program (SFSP) and
the Seamless Summer Option
(SSO) to provide no cost meals
to all children, available at
more than 90,000 sites across
the country.

The extension of the pro-
gram allows SFSP and SSO
meals to be served in all areas
and at no cost, permits meals
to be served outside of the typ-
ically required group settings
and meal times, waives meal
pattern requirements, as nec-
essary, and allows parents and
guardians to pick-up meals for
their children.

The program flexibilities
allow schools and local pro-
gram operators to operate a
meal service model that best
meets their community’s
unique needs, while keeping
kids and staff safe.

Additional flexibilities are
being granted on a state-by-
state basis, as required by law,
to facilitate a wide range of
meal service options and
accommodate other opera-
tional needs.

Early in the pandemic,
USDA adapted its summer
feeding site finder to ensure
parents and children would be
able to easily locate sites that
were providing meal service.
With this new announcement,
the Meals for Kids interactive
site finder will continue to col-
lect data, voluntarily provided
by USDA’s state agency part-
ners, about operating sites
including location, meal serv-
ice times, and additional
information.

While the program is now
in place, students in
Wilmington School District
209-U will not have access to
food programs through the
end of this week. The school
district has temporarily halted
its food service due to COVID
positive test results of staff
members.

Free school lunch program
extended through end of
the school year

Family dinners are always a big part of the upcoming
holidays and the Wilmington Public Library wants to give
you a head start by offering two virtual food programs. 

The first online program is with local foodie Eric Roge
who will be preparing a recipe for Steak Pie from Amelia
Simmons' American Cookery cookbook. The program
called Cooking Fireside with Eric is the first of his series,
“Recipes from the Past.” You can be able to find this video
on the library's YouTube channel. 

In November, don't miss the opportunity to access
Leslie Goddard's program “Betty Crocker and Her
Cookbook That Changed How America Cooks.” 

Goddard earned a Ph.D. from Northwestern and has
lectured in dozens of states for more than 15 years on var-
ious entertaining and interesting aspects of history. 

This fun illustrated program focuses on the history of
Betty Crocker and how the icon has prevailed since 1950
and will get you in the mood for some nostalgic recipes. 

This virtual lecture is offered for a limited time from
Nov. 9 to Nov. 23 through a private YouTube link. Check the
library's Facebook page near the release date of Nov. 9 to
find out how to access this limited time program. 

Call the library's adult services department at
(815)476-2834 with questions. 

Library offers virtual
food programs

WANT TO SEE

YOUR SCHOOL

NEWS HERE?
SEND TO

news@
fpnusa.com

JACOB PLESE
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RIVERFRONT LANES at 402 S. Water St. Wilmington, is under new ownership resulting in the
Wilmington Chamber of Commerce issuing a First Dollar Award to David Simpson (right). Chamber
ambassador Cylee Fuller of ServPro recently presented Simpson with a first dollar of pure profit and
a thank you for keeping the Wilmington bowling alley open.

Businesses earn Wilmington Chamber First Dollar Awards

COUNTRY INSURANCE AGENT T.J. Hansen (left) recently present-
ed police commissioner Loren Burkey with a check for $750 in the
Wilmington office. The donation was made by Hansen and and
Country Financial Insurance for police safety equipment.  “The city
and especially the Wilmington Police Department is very grateful
to have small business support from T.J. Hansen," Burkey said.

Country agent supports
police with donation

A FIRST DOLLAR AWARD was recently presented to Gaby’s Candy and Gourmet Popcorn which
recently opened at 120 Bridge St., Wilmington. Owner Joshua Taylor (left) accepts the award, repre-
senting a first dollar of pure profit, from chamber ambassador Cylee Fuller of ServPro. Taylor said the
shop features popcorn, candy, lemon shake-ups, bounce houses and more. Gaby’s Candy said future
plans include popcorn bars, birthdays and more to come.

Chamber photo

ALWAYS COURTEOUS describes the work ethic of Anna Wilkerson (left) who was presented with
the Wilmington Chamber’s employee of the month trophy by Chamber Ambassador Cindy Ross
of The Crafter’s Gallery. Wilkerson works two jobs—secretary at Nelson’s Furniture and at
Country Financial - T.J. Hansen—which resulted in a public nomination that said, “she has an
amazing work ethic, is conscientious, helpful and always pleasant. “I like the interaction with the
people of the town and the people I work with,” Wilkerson said. “I enjoy the challenge of keep-
ing the office running smoothly.”

Wilkerson earns Chamber trophy

Wilmington Chamber of Commerce

Employee of the Month

Nomination form

The Wilmington Chamber of Commerce and

Industry sponsors an Employee of the Month award

each month. The public is invited to make nominations

of an employee in a local business who is courteous,

attentive, sincere and makes it a pleasure to patronize

that business.

Send nominations to Chamber of Commerce

Ambassador’s Committee, c/o Chamber of

Commerce, P.O. Box 724, Wilmington, IL, 60481.

I wish to nominate this individual for Employee of

the Month:

Name: _____________________________________

Employed at: ________________________________

Comments: _________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Your name (optional): _________________________

Spend at local bars
and restaurants,
earn a water bill
rebate

STAFF REPORT

The city of Wilmington
will extend its second water
bill incentive program, aimed
at encouraging residents to
drink and eat local in exchange
for a one-time rebate on their
monthly water bill. 

The program will provide
a $50 rebate on residential

water bills for those who spend
at least $250 at local bars and
restaurants. When the program
was rolled out in earlier this
month, the discount would
only apply to those who spent
at bars and restaurants during
the month of October.

However, members of the
City Council opted to extend
the program through
November, after resurgence
mitigations were put into place
in Region 7 — Will and Grundy
counties — late last week.

Those mitigations have
shuttered indoor service at
bars and restaurants for at
least the next two weeks. 

The Illinois Department of

Public Health (IDPH) and Gov.
JB Pritzker announced the
measures, now in place for the
second time in Region 7, after
the region hit a three day posi-
tivity average for COVID-19
above 8%.

The mitigations will stay
in place until the rolling three
day average positivity rate falls
to 6.5% or below.

The incentive program is
an effort to boost local busi-
nesses and help them generate
additional revenue to help off-
set losses from state mandated
efforts to combat the spread of
COVID-19. 

City leaders said 52 resi-
dents participated in the first
incentive program.

Purchases must be made
at “any local eatery and/or
drinkery within the city limits,”
according to the city’s newslet-
ter. Purchases must be made
between Oct. 1 and Nov. 30,
2020.

Residents can apply via
email at utilitybilling@wilm-
ington-il.com, by mail, or by
dropping off an application at
City Hall, 1165 S. Water St. in
Wilmington.

Water bill incentive program
extended in Wilmington

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The novel coronavirus
pandemic has affected every-
one’s bottom line.

But in Wilmington, the
budget is so far on track for the
city to make it through tough
times, not unscathed, but at
least better than anticipated.

Finance director Matt
Hoffman gave a brief rundown
of the state of the city’s
finances to the Finance
Committee during their regu-
lar meeting on Oct. 20.

“It’s going well,” Hoffman
said of the budget. 

“The latest sales tax fig-
ures, we had a jump, an
increase over last year. The
months previous to that, it’s
been a slight decline, from 2%
to 7%, about that, but it’s not
40% like we thought. Local use
is up over last year, way up
actually, up 35%.”

The numbers presented
for the month of September
actually represent revenues
received in the month of June.

Hoffman said that month, as
some businesses reopened
from the first shutdown, folks
appeared to be showing their
support.

State sales tax revenue in
September was $98,750, bring-
ing the year’s total to $411,196,
nearly 70% of the budgeted
revenues for state sales tax.

Local use tax reported in
September was $21,514. The
annual budget for local use
taxes is $190,000.

Other revenues for the
month of September include
$11,079 in video gaming taxes,
$39,653 in permit fees, $19,140
in inspection fees, and $43,973
in state income tax.

The funds are all deposit-
ed into the general fund, the
main operating fund for the
city.

The general fund’s total
revenues in September were
$402,485. The year to date rev-
enues are $1.9 million, repre-
senting just under half of the
city’s $4.1 million general fund
revenue budget.

Sales tax revenues
strong for Wilmington
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BY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

Ever wondered who would
be picked to make up a
Wilmington High School base-
ball dream team?

We asked two former
Wilmington coaches, Les
Russell and Lodi Vercelli, to
help put together a dream
team of past Wildcats since
both were players and con-
tributing coaches to the pro-
gram.

Vercelli played baseball
and football and it influenced
him to pay it back to younger
athletes by participating as a
coach.

“I’ve always enjoyed
sports and to be honest with
you, my best sport was not
football,” said Vercelli. “My
best sport was baseball. I had
an opportunity when I got a
full-ride scholarship to
Northwestern and I had a
bunch of tryouts with pro
teams for baseball but my par-
ents didn’t want me to have
anything to do with it. They
wanted me to play football.”

He also coached his sons
Jake, Tony and Vince.

“Really and truly, baseball
has always been one of my first
loves. My oldest, Jake, went to
Joliet Catholic but Tony and
Vince I got to coach them all
the way through high school.
I’m thankful I was given the
opportunity to be with my
boys through those years and it
helped too that we had a spe-
cial group of kids that went to
state three years in a row.  Tony
and Tanner (Roark) were so
good, so talented in every sport
they play, so I just stuck with
that thing through high
school.”

This week, the Free Press
Advocate puts together a
Wilmington baseball dream
team we feel couldn’t be beat.

Pitchers
In 1952, Russell was an ace

pitcher on a Wildcat team that
went 22-5 under coach Jack
Kinder. He would be an ideal
starter on the dream team. 

“Dad was the star pitcher
on that team,” said Les’ daugh-
ter Ramona Russell. “They
were really good.”

The 1952 Wildcats  includ-
ed: Don Bach behind the plate,
Bob Thornton at first, Jim
Hermes at third, Mike Biley in
the outfield, Fred Butcher in
the outfield, Bill Wright on the
mound with Russell, Lee
Harvey in the outfield, Jim
Sanetzka in outfield, Glenn
Cochran at shortstop, Charles
Pittsmar at second and Chuck
Gerrot at second. 

Russell continued to pitch
in college for the Redbirds at
Illinois State University. From
1953-1956, the Redbirds went
59-44 with a winning percent-
age of .573, due in part to
Russell who would go on to
pitch for the St. Louis Cardinals
farm team for a couple years

before entering the Army. 
After the army, baseball

came calling again. This time
not in the form of a pitching
spot but in the form of a posi-
tion scouting for a big league
ballclub.

“The Chicago White Sox
wanted dad to come back and
be a scout but my mom had
gotten sick so he chose to take
care of her instead.”

In 1985, he and Larry
Wallen ended up forming the
Joliet Jaguars, a program that
attracted eventual Major
L:eague players Steve Parris
and Mark Carlson.

Another player he men-
tored was Tanner Roark, who
was instrumental in
Wilmington’s  three state tro-
phies with  43 wins, holding a
1.84 ERA, fanning 351 batters.
He obviously would be on this
dream team. Roark was drafted
by the Texas Rangers on June 6,
2008. He has played eight full
season in majors with
Washington, Cincinnati,
Oakland and Toronto.

Curt Shepard and Ray
Decker were mentioned as  the
third and fourth starters, who
helped their team win a
regional in the 1973 season.
Shepard had a 4-0 record with
a 0.90 ERA.

“They graduated with me
in 1974,” added Lodi. “They
would be good for that class.
The thing that was significant
my junior year was we won a
regional. Back then in the day
like it was in football, it was
only one class. You take a look
at what you’ve got today.
Football is so watered down (8
classes) to what it was in the
old days.”

Lee Allott was a pitcher
and played shortstop on  that
same team. Lodi notes Allott
would be a great fifth day guy
in the rotation.

Jerry Wilburn and Mike
Olson  anchored a pitching
staff in 1966 that went on to
win the Kankakee Valley
Conference while also winning
a district title. They would be
the first guys out of the
bullpen. 

Shane Longest was anoth-
er pitcher Lodi mentioned. He
would be a spot started if
needed or another guy out of
the bullpen.

Shane was 8-1 with a 2.55
ERA during his senior season,
fanning 77 batters in 77
innings pitched.

Shane went on to play
football instead of baseball
tryng out as a kicker for the
Chicago Bears.

Chris Alberico, who was
phenomenal during his final
year as one of the top pitchers
on the 2004-05 championship
team. He led the ‘Cats with a
1.21 ERA, going 8-0. Alberico
would a solid pick.

Ty Anderson, who pitched
for the Wildcats from 2009-11,
is mentioned in the leading
ERAs (3.24) and leading strike-

out players (69) is  slotted as
the closer on the depth chart.

Shortstop
Keith VanDuyne would be

a shortstop prospect, as would
Dillon Roark who pitched and
was confident with his
glove.Dillon, on that all state
team, hit 377 with six home
runs and 51 RBIs. Dillon was
one of four teammates to play
baseball at a Division I school.

T. Roark and T. Vercelli
went to play Big Ten baseball
right out of high school. Dillon
Roark got a Division I scholar-
ship to Eastern Illinois
University while Kyle Davis
also got a DI scholarship to
play at Western Illinois
University.

“When you think about a
Wilmington baseball team
who had four D1 players on
their team, Wilmington has
only had four D1 athletes in
the last 50 years in all sports.
There’s me and Damien,
Donny Keeley for football and
Mike Pollak for baseball. Brady
Wilkins had a D1 scholarship
to Mizzou for football out of
high school. That team had
four. That is outstanding and it
really just says to how good the
athletes on the state champi-
onship teams were.”

Cort Scheel and Richard
Heintz earn honorable men-
tion on the dream team. 

Scheel could do every-
thing for the Wildcats. He was
one of the five leaders in bat-
ting average one season where
he hit .505 in 2010 when the
Wildats won a regional title
with a 23-10 record.

Heintz was a good all
around fielder who hit the ball
well. He has the 13th best bat-
ting average for the Wildcats.
He hit .456 in 2009 during the
‘Cats’ 25-5 season.

Catcher 

Tony Vercelli is the starting
catcher on the dream team.

“Tony and Tanner were
first team all-state three
times,” added Lodi. “I’ve never
seen that done. Dillon ended
up first team all-state as a sen-
ior and Davis because he was
the same age as Tanner and
Tony, he only got two picks per
sectional so the poor guy didn’t
get it.”

Tony hit .491 with 26
home runs and a team-best
146 RBIs, collecting a team-
leading 174 hits.

Bob Rink is named as a
backup catcher on the dream
team after leading a team that
went 8-4-1 in 1960.

Al Childrey, who was a key
player on the 1975 team that
went 9-6 winning a regional
title, was also selected as a
catcher on the dream team. 

“The significance of that
season was we won a regional.
That was big for us because
back then it went district then
regional.” 

Nick Dziuban, who was a
backup catcher as a sopho-
more on the 2004-05 champi-
onship team, would be an hon-
orable mention pick. 

First base
Lodi, who played first and

pitched during his junior and
senior seasons, earns the first
spot at first base on the dream
team. 

At one point in time, he,
Toby Roark and Greg Hindahl
were leading the area in hitting
during the 1974 season. 

Lodi had a .583 batting
average while Hindahl was hit-
ting .458 and Roark .444. Mike
Zimmer, who coaches the
Minnesota Vikings was hitting
.383 through 60 at-bats in the
season.

Kyle Davis follows Vercelli.
He was another big part of the
state championship teams
during the early 2000s. 

Davis hit .458 over those
three seasons with 17 home
runs and 122 RBIs, collecting
144 hits.

Colin Webb, who played
with the Wildcats from 2008-
10, is an honorable mention on
the team. He hit 32 home runs
as a Wildcat starter, including
13 during his sophomore sea-
son.

Third base
At third base, Toby Roark

was an infielder on the 1974
team that went 11-6. He will be
slotted as the first third base-
men.

Adam Kruchten was the
third basemen during their
championship run. He was one
of the best hitters on the
Wildcat’s championship team
and he was hitting in the nine
spot.

During those three offen-
sive outbursts, Adam hit .318
from the bottom of the order
and added some pop too, belt-
ing 18 home runs with 70 RBIs,
collecting 96 hits.

Outfielders
Out in the outfield for the

Wildcats are Mike Pollak,

Hindahl and Robbie Murphy
as the top three choices.

The first outfielder men-
tioned was Mike Pollak, who
played for the Wildcats during
the 1960s.

“He was exceptional,” said
Vercelli. “He was a running
back in football and Mike actu-
ally walked on at Arizona State
and then came back to play for
University of Illinois and
played for three years.”

Hindahl, who was an out-
fielder on the 1974 team, is the
next selection for outfield on
the dream team.

“Greg Hindahl, it was kind
of an interesting period,” said
Lodi. “That’s when we went
down for spring training. He
was a year behind me. He was a
defensive end for us on our
football team. He started as a
junior on our basketball team.
He was a three-sport athlete.
His dad ended up moving away

after his junior year so he never
played here as a senior. The kid
was a quality athlete. 

Murphy, Nick Hansen and
Eric Dillon were a big part of
the championship teams as
Murphy hit .318 with seven
long balls, 21 doubles, collect-
ing 87 RBIs on 102 hits.

Hansen followed with a
scorching hot batting average
of .376 with a home run and 15
doubles.

Dillon, who played right
field during the ‘Cats three-
year run,  hit .320 with nine
home runs and 87 RBIs, col-
lecting 94 hits.

Also mentioned out in the
outfield were Jackie Neelas and
Gary Robertson, who were also
on the 1975 regional champi-
onship team.

Jake Van Duyne is an hon-
orable mention pick in center-
field.

Vercelli, Russell help pick a Wildcat baseball dream team

File Photo
FORMER WILDCAT Dillon Roark was selected by former
Wilmington baseball coach Lodi Vercelli to be a shortstop on the
Wilmington’s baseball dream team. 

File Photo

WILMINGTON’S KYLE DAVIS was selected to be a first basemen on the all-time Wilmington baseball dream team.
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90% Lean 
ground round

399

5-8 oz. 
chunk or 
Shredded

Kraft
cheese

2/$5

15-15.5 oz. 

chili or 
Kidney Beans

lb.

2/$32/$3

12-16 oz. 
prairie Farms

Sour cream 
or dip

3 lb. bag

yellow 
onions

1-1.25 oz. 

chili Seasoning 
mix

99¢

99¢99¢

2/$32/$3
2/88¢2/88¢

46 oz can

dei Fratelli
tomato 

Juice

Chili Sale!Chili Sale!Chili Sale!Chili Sale!

28 oz. 
tomato Sauce or 
dei Fratelli 
tomatoes

69¢69¢

v12-1
We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors.
Some items may not be available at all stores.

For money 
saving 

coupons, 
special events

and ideas! 

cASh
StAtioN

wilmington, iL 60481
1085 S. water St.

(815) 476-2136
See our ad online at www.bellettinifoods.com

Register on our website to receive our weekly ad via e-mail

LocALLy owNEd & opErAtEd - SErviNg our commuNity For ovEr 30 yEArS

No Need to Shop
Anywhere Else!
Bellettini Foods

will honor
Berkot’s store

coupons!
“Just another way 

Bellettini Foods
can save you time

& money”
No Rain Checks or Substitutions. 
We can only honor coupons on

product we stock

Play an Instant

“Like us on Facebook”
“Love Your Savings”



HEALTH & BEAuTy

3.4-4 oz. 
Selected Varieties
Sensodyne
Toothpaste

60-150 ct. 
Selected Varieties

Equaline
Antacid

v3A, 3G, 8, 10, 12-2

599

5-12 ct. 
Selected Varieties
Fiber One or
Nature Valley
Bars

2/$5

11.1-11.2 oz. 
Selected Varieties
Jell-O 
No Bake
Cheesecake

2/$4

11.2 oz. 
Kellogg’s 
Pop Tarts 

Cereal

2/$5

8-16 oz. 
Jumbo Shells, 
Lasagna or Manicotti
Creamette
Noodles

2/$4

8 ct. 
Selected Varieties
Kellogg’s 
Pop Tarts

2/$4

8 ct. 
Kellogg’s 

Rice
Krispies

Treats

2/$48 ct. 
General Mills
Treats 2/$5

29.5-38 oz. 
Selected 
Varieties
Heinz

Ketchup

299

349

37.5 sq. ft. 
Reynolds Wrap
Heavy Duty
Foil 349

379

8.6 oz. 
Downy
Scent

Boosters

499

10.1 oz. Apple Jacks or 
Froot Loops, 10 oz. Corn Pops 

or 13.5 oz. Frosted Flakes
Kellogg’s Cereal

99¢

12 oz. 
Bunny or
Lewis Half
Loaf Bread 149

10.75 oz. 
Dei Fratelli

Tomato
Soup

99¢

18.6-19 oz. 
Campbell’s
Chunky or
Homestyle 

Soup

3/$498

14-16 oz. 
Kraft 

Salad 
Dressing

2/$4

599

15.25 oz. 
Duncan Hines 

Classic Layer Cake Mix

99¢

17.5-18 oz. 
Kraft 

BBQ Sauce

99¢

64 oz. 
V8 Splash

2/$4

399 499

16.2-19.4 oz. 
Selected Varieties

Dawn 
Dish

Detergent

299

849 3/$31.6-1.8 oz. 
Selected Varieties
Larabar

Selected Varieties
15-20 ct. Pods 

or 46 oz. 
Tide Liquid

Laundry
Detergent

34 oz. 
Downy
Liquid
Fabric

Softener

14 oz. 
Spicy Brown 

or Yellow
Heinz

Mustard

6 pack
Original 
Boost
Nutritional
Drink

70-80 ct.
Downy or 

Bounce
Fabric

Softener
Sheets

27 oz. 
Selected Varieties

Febreze
Fabric

Refresher

2/$6

v3A, 3G, 8, 10, 12 pg. 2 10-25-20_Kirby Pg. 2 01-01-17  10/13/20  11:23 AM  Page 1



DELI

369

12 ct. 
Original, Butter 

or Honey Wheat
King’s 

Hawaiian Rolls

249
14-16 oz. bag

Fresh Made
Tortilla Chips

BAKERY

DAIRY & FROZEN

lb.

lb.

v8, 12-3

1099
12 Piece 

Fried or Grilled
Chicken

lb.

8 ct. 

Cinnamon or 
Crescent Rolls

2/$3

4.4-10.5 oz. 
Smart Ones
Entrees

11.5 oz. 
Fairlife 

Single Serve 
Milk

2/$3 299 10-16 ct. 
Selected Varieties
Eggo Waffles 2/$5

12 oz. pkg. 
Supreme

Choice 
31-40 ct. 

Raw Shrimp

449

1 lb. pkg. 
Supreme 

Choice 
Salmon Fillets

599

13-14 oz. pkg. 
Hillshire

Farm 
Lit’l Smokies

2/$6 549

999

12 Inch
Decorated

Chocolate Chip
Cookie

99¢

10 oz. loaf
Fresh Baked
Mini French

Bread

349
8x8 Inch Pan

Fresh Baked
Brownies

349
6 ct. pkg. 

Decorated
Cupcakes

777
lb.

T-Bone or
Porterhouse

Steak

7-8 oz. 
Kraft 

Natural Slice
Cheese

3/$498

2/$5 2/$5

12.5 oz. Turnovers
or 19-19.6 oz.

Pepperidge
Farm 

Layer Cake 

1299
57-96 oz. 
Stouffer’s
Party Size
Entrees

2/$6
16-32 oz. 

Ore-Ida
Potatoes

2997-8 oz. 
Selected Varieties
Cracker Barrel
Cheese

799 7-8 oz. pkg. 
Smithfield 
Prime Fresh

2/$6 1.33 lb. pkg. 
Beef Ribeye 
Burger Patties 699

449
lb.

Boneless 
Beef Shoulder

Steak

lb.399
lb.

Boneless 
Beef Shoulder

Roast

399

lb.139

lb.lb.

4-6 oz. 
Whips!, Light or Original 
Yoplait Yogurt

10/$5

lb.

lb.

299
Reser’s Amish

Potato Salad or
Macaroni Salad

lb.

799
Pepper Jack, 

Colby or Colby Jack
Kretschmar 

Cheese

lb.

799
Kretschmar
Hard Salami

lb.

599
Kretschmar 

Brown Sugar
Ham

lb.

167
lb.

Assorted 
Pork Chops

1.15-1.5 lb. pkg. 
Hatfield Pork
Tenderloin,
Chops or Filets 599

1 lb. pkg. 
Honeysuckle
Ground 
Turkey Breast 499

16 oz. pkg. 
Marc Angelo

Skewers

499

9.6-16 oz. pkg. 
Johnsonville
Breakfast or

Ground Italian
Sausage

2/$7

1199

32 oz. pkg. 
Atlanta 

Sampler
Cheesecake

Family
Pack

lb. 499
lb.

59 oz. 
Minute Maid

Orange Juice

Kentucky 
Legend 

Sliced 
Quarter 
Turkey

12 oz. pkg.
Impossible Burger
Plant Based
Protein

Kentucky 
Legend 

Sliced 
Quarter 

Ham

Boneless 
Beef Mock

Tender Steak 
or Roast

Tyson 
Chicken Thighs
or Drumsticks

SelectSelect

Select Select

249
lb.

Bone-In 
Pork 

Loin Chops or 
Rib Chops

v8, 12 pg. 3 10-25-20_Kirby pg. 3 05-29-16  10/15/20  9:32 AM  Page 1



5 lb. bag
Green Giant
Klondike
Goldust
Potatoes

8 oz. pkg. 
Green Giant
Whole
Mushrooms

Beverages

10.2-14.4 oz. 
Selected Varieties

Dole 
Chopped 
Salad Kit

Fresh 
Green Beans 169

399 169

Green 
Bell
Peppers 99¢

199
Washington
Honeycrisp

Apples

On the Vine
Cluster

Tomatoes

299

249
lb.

lb.

lb. each

299
7.5 oz. bowl
Wholly

Guacamole
PI C

of the
K
KWE E

2 lb. pkg. 
Wild Harvest

Organic 
Fuji Apples

399

24-1/2 ltr. btls.
Dasani 

399

12-12 oz. cans 
Pepsi
Products

3/$12or $4.99 each

8-12 oz. btls. or 
12-12 oz. cans
Coke
Products or $4.99 each

12-12 oz. cans 
A&W or 
Sunkist 
Products or $4.99 each

2 ltr. btl. 
Super Chill 

Soda

79¢

Save When 
You Buy 3!

79¢
28 oz. btl. 

Powerade

Mix or Match Save When 
You Buy 3!

299

3/$12 3/$12

lb.

California
Extra Large 

Green Seedless Grapes

DuBouchett
Cordials

Stella Rosa
or BV

Coastal
Wine

750 ml. btl. $1OFF
1.75 ltr. btl. $2OFF

750 ml. btl. $2 OFF

750 ml. btl. $1OFF
1.75 ltr. btl. $2OFF

Jose Cuervo or
Tequila Rose

Tequila

Smirnoff or
Platinum

Vodka

Captain
Morgan or

Admiral
Nelson Rum

750 ml. btl. $1OFF
1.75 ltr. btl. $2OFF

750 ml. btl. $1OFF
1.75 ltr. btl. $2OFF

LiL Vegas
6 MACHINES
Private Room

Your Luck!!

30-12 oz. cans
Regular or Light
Busch or 
Miller 
High Life 1399

Next Door at

v12-4

Bulleit
Bourbon or All

Rye Whiskey

750 ml. btl. $1OFF
1.75 ltr. btl. $2OFF

v12 pg. 4 10-25-20_Kirby Pg. 4 08-07-16  10/13/20  11:43 AM  Page 1



B-4G

50 ct. 

Totino’s 
Pizza Rolls

349349

499499
Pre-Priced $3.99

Frito Lay 
Fritos or 
Cheetos

2/$52/$5

3.5-9.1 oz. 
Selected Varieties

Nabisco 
Snack 

Crackers

2/$52/$5

70 oz. 

Dei Fratelli 
Salsa

599599

16 oz. 
Selected Varieties

Planters 
Peanuts

6-24 oz. 

Farm Rich
Appetizers

2/$52/$5
9 oz. 

Frito Lay Dip

299299

7.1-8.1 oz. 

Ritz 
Toasted Chips 
or Crisp & Thins

2/$32/$3
2/$52/$5

6-8.75 oz. 

Bugles, 
Chex Mix or
Gardetto’s 

Party Favorites
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