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You have to admire the
entrepreneurial spirit of Maria
and Kevin Valle.

The siblings, at age 21 and
18 years, respectively, along
with their aunt Ana Sarmiento,
are the new owners of
Bellettini Foods in Wilmington.

Valle’s Produce Market
Corporation purchased the
Wilmington grocery Oct. 1,
determined to give the area an
improved shopping experi-
ence.

“We’re really excited to
become the owners of
Bellettini Foods. We intend to
keep the same name and same
employees, and look forward
to expanding the produce sec-
tion and bring in more items,”
Maria commented.

Valle’s Produce Market
originated in Berwyn, IL. Jesus
Valle, their father and Michael
Valle, their uncle, opened the
first store 10 years ago.

“They always wanted to
own a small business and they
were offered the opportunity
so they said let’s do it,” Maria
said. “Right away our family
got involved, focusing on buy-

ing top quality produce and
quality meat and our cus-
tomers recognized that.” 

Soon they added a second
location in Berwyn including a
taqueria featuring authentic
Mexican cooking, and two
years ago, opened a third store
on West Jefferson Street in
Joliet.

In late May the Joliet store
suffered extensive damage
during a night of street vio-
lence. But the neighborhood
showed its support with a
GoFundMe campaign that
raised nearly $30,000. Family
and  friends rebuilt the store
and it quickly reopened.

Their Wilmington store
will be their fourth and largest
location.

“We will have some buy-
ing power with four stores.
We’ll hand-pick the produce
from the Chicago Market as
we’ve done the past 10 years.
And over time we intend to
improve the meat selection
while offering better prices,”
Maria said.

Bellettini Foods will still
carry national brand items as
well as the cheaper
“Essentials” line-up supplied
by the Kirby Foods warehouse.

There will be opportunity to
add more imported products
too.

“Over time subtle changes
will be made,” Maria com-
mented. “One thing that won’t
change is that we’ll be a family-
owned store just like before.”

Previous owner Kirk
Bellettini said he is grateful for
the employees and customers
who patronized the store the
past 33 years.

The Bellettini family pur-
chased what was Baron’s Foods
in 1987, and at one time oper-
ated four Bellettini Foods
stores — the first was located
in Coal City. Kirk was a third-
generation independent gro-
cer who wound up the owner
of the Seneca and Wilmington
stores after his father retired.

He sold the Seneca store
in 2011 to focus on Wilmington
as one of the last independent
operations in the region.

“I’m proud we gave
Wilmington a second inde-
pendent store all these years.
That’s almost a rarity any
more, two supermarkets in a
town this size. But good

Young enthusiasm takes ownership of Bellettini Foods

Photo by Eric Fisher

THE NEW OWNERS of Bellettini Foods in Wilmington are from Valle’s Produce Market Corporation
which includes (from left) aunt Anna Sarmiento and brother/sister Kevin Valle and Maria Valle. They
took off their masks for a quick photo last week inside the expanded produce section. 

Photos by Marney Simon

REPURPOSED WITH A PURPOSE — Members of the
Community Foundation for Wilmington Parks,
Recreation and Improvement were up early on
Saturday, Oct. 10, to install some “new to us” equip-
ment at Children’s Memorial Park in Northcrest. The
playground equipment was donated to the
Wilmington Park District by the Alsip Park District
back in April. The Community Foundation partnered
with the park district, Kuypers Brothers Concrete,
Builders Concrete and Ramcorp to dismantle and
bring the equipment to the city. The volunteers
placed one of two playsets in the park over the week-
end. The equipment is designed for children ages 2-
5. The foundation will still add an additional layer of
mulch to the site. “Thank you to those who have
supported our fundraisers and made donations to
our cause, none of this would be possible without
those who are trying to make our community a bet-
ter place!” the foundation posted to its Facebook
page. 

Building a better Children’s Memorial Park

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Wilmington
has rolled out its second
incentive program, aimed at
encouraging folks to eat and
drink local.

On Oct. 6, the City
Council approved the pro-
gram, which will provide a $50
rebate on residential water
bills for those who spend at
least $250 at local bars and
restaurants during the month
of October.

This is the second time
the city has offered a water bill
rebate incentive.

Like the first one, this
incentive program is an effort
to boost local businesses and
help them generate additional
revenue to help offset losses
from state mandated efforts to

combat the spread of COVID-
19. 

But, this program differs
slightly from the last incentive
program.

Over the summer, resi-
dents who spent $300 during
the months of June and July at
local businesses that were
affected by the pandemic
shutdown were given the $50
water bill credit.

This time, the time frame
is shortened — just the month
of October — and only applies
to bars and restaurants, the
businesses that were affected
by the mitigation efforts put in
place in Will and Kankakee
counties from Aug. 26 through
Sept. 16.

“Those were the business-
es that were affected by the

City offers second water
bill incentive program

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Wilmington Mayor Roy
Strong found himself on the
receiving end of criticism after
a video surfaced on YouTube,
showing him using foul lan-
guage at a group of people
along the bridge over the Mill
Race.

After the video made its
way around social media, the
mayor decided to address the
issue head on during the Oct. 6
meeting of the full City
Council.

The undated video was
posted to social media in
September. In it, a group who

calls themselves “Outdoors
Weekly” are seen magnet fish-
ing off of the bridge on
Baltimore Street, over the Mill
Race. Magnet fishing involves
dropping a heavy magnet into
the water to pull out junk or
litter.

The group of three to four
men, hailing from North
Carolina, travel across the
country on magnet fishing

Mayor responds to
criticism over video

SEE BELLETTINI’S, PAGE 2

SEE INCENTIVE, PAGE 2

SEE VIDEO, PAGE 2
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mitigations,” city administra-
tor Joie Ziller said. 

Those mitigations went
into effect after the region’s
positivity rate for COVID-19
went above 8%. The mitiga-
tions were removed after the
region achieved a rate under
6.5% for three consecutive
days.

During that period, bars
and restaurants were forced to
close down their indoor seat-
ing, and meetings and gather-
ings were reduced to 25% of
venue capacity.

But while the program is
designed to encourage resi-

dents to get out and patronize
local businesses, some reac-
tions have been mixed.

“The comments I got
were, too little,” said Mayor
Roy Strong. “I think it’s lost its
incentive.”

When news of the plan
was posted to the Free Press
Advocate social media pages,
the reactions of local readers
were less than enthusiastic. 

“I pay a Wilmington water
bill. I can't afford to eat out,”
said one reader.

“Not trying to be igno-
rant, but I will just keep the
money to pay on my already
200 dollar a month bill,”
another added.

Other commenters noted
that their monthly water bills

are so high, the $50 credit is
hardly worth it.

“If we don't spend $250
we would have the money to
pay our water bill this is kind
of ridiculous,” said one com-
menter.

“Drop these ridiculous
water prices. How’s that for an
incentive,” added another.

A total of 52 residents par-
ticipated in the last incentive
program, according to the city.

Council members noted
that if 100 people were to par-
ticipate, it would cost the city
$5,000 in water billing. But the
city officials also noted that
the city collects about 3.5% in
local taxes, so collecting those
taxes while residents were
spending more could help off-

set any costs to the city.
Purchases must be made

at “any local eatery and/or
drinkery within the city lim-
its,” according to the city’s
newsletter. Purchases must be
made between Oct. 1 and Oct.
31, 2020.

Residents can apply via
email at utilitybilling@wilm-
ington-il.com, by mail, or by
dropping off an application at
City Hall, 1165 S. Water St. in
Wilmington.

“I hope we get 25 or 30
[participants],” said Strong.
“They have to go out there and
buy that, they already did it
once, so, they’ll get something
back.”

Incentive

employees, competitive prices and loyal customers made
that happen. Our philosophy always was we’re here to help
the community any way we can and I think people appre-
ciated that.

“But the time was right for me to retire and the Valle
family has proven themselves with their other stores so I
wish them the best of luck and patronage we had.”

Maria and Kevin know it will take long hours and hard
work to be successful. They’ve been logging 14-hours days
since becoming owners.

“It’s been frightening while as the same time exciting,”
Maria admitted. “The employees have been great with
helping us and we just feel we can do this right with their
help and from family.”

Like all eager business owners, they have ideas they
want to implement. The future may include the serving of
more hot foods including recipes from a chef who is pop-
ular at their Berwyn location.

Bellettini’s

adventures, finding everything from guns
to motorcycles in their efforts to, as they
claim on the videos, “just clean up some
trash” from waterways.

In the video, Mayor Strong approach-
es the group, who were all wearing video
cameras, identifies himself, and ques-
tions them about what they are doing
during an expletive-laced exchange.

“I’m the mayor of Wilmington, who
the [expletive] are you,” he asks. “You
want me to call the [expletive] cops?”

The group continues to record, stat-
ing that there are no signs indicating that
they shouldn’t be on the bridge.

“You know you [expletive] people are
filming in [expletive] this river, and we’ve
got three lawsuits because of guys like
you,” Strong continues. “I don’t want you
standing up on that [expletive] bridge…
It’s kind of common sense, you don’t
stand on top of a [expletive] bridge. Are
you that dumb?”

Shortly after the mayor drives away,
an officer from the Wilmington Police
Department responds to the scene, not-
ing that she was just checking on the wel-
fare of the magnet fishermen. The fisher-
men were not held and left Wilmington
shortly after the incident.

Last week, the mayor addressed the

issue, noting that while his language may
have been a little salty, he was justifiably
angry due to multiple drownings in the
river over the years that have left the city
fighting lawsuits.

“The bad part about that bridge, they
probably should have come to the city
and said, ‘we’re going to be doing this,’
you know, they didn’t get a permit that
they were going to be over on the bridge
doing something like that,” Strong said,
adding that he spotted the fishermen
while driving and stopped to confront
them.

“We had no idea, and I was turning
down the street and they were up on top
of the wall, two of them. And the guy was
looking back, and I don’t know what
they’re doing. I don’t know if they’re
bungee jumping, the guy had a black rope
tied around him and I didn’t know what it
was. And they’re throwing stuff. And I
thought, what in the heck are these guys
doing? So, I turned around and went back
over there and of course, I’m mad,” he
said, adding that he had been deposed on
the city’s latest drowning lawsuit just days
prior to when the video was made.

Strong also noted some important
context that was not fully seen in the
video — the fishermen were standing on
top of the concrete railing of the bridge
itself.

“They don’t show those guys stand-
ing up on the bridge,” Strong said. “I’m

thinking, we’re going to have a lawsuit,
they’re going to fall off… The guy said,
there should be a sign. Well… if that [con-
crete railing] was meant to walk on, there
would be a railing on it. I think it’s under-
stood, don’t walk on the wall.”

A brief pan of the camera shows the
shadows of two of the magnet fishermen
standing on the railing of the Mill Race
bridge.

Strong said when it comes to the
river, problems the city faces tend to
come from folks who aren’t from
Wilmington.

“Most of our problems have come
from out of town people. Almost all of the
time. And most people who come to
Wilmington assimilate pretty good,”
Strong said. “Out of town people seem to
cause our problems.”

The mayor also addressed his lan-
guage and anger as seen on the video.

“You’ve got to understand, no one
has walked in my shoes, I haven’t walked
in their shoes. We all have different lives
and different upbringing and things in
your life affect you different. I had four
years in the Marine Corps, and it affected
me, it still affects me, of course,” Strong
said, noting that his reaction and foul lan-
guage were ultimately a throwback to his
time in the military.

The Free Press Advocate was unable
to make contact with the magnet fisher-
men for comment.

Video

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

A Wilmington woman who
says the city is to blame for
flooding on her property is get-
ting few results from com-
plaining to the city.

And, Kathy Kelly said she
might be ready to just give up
on her two-year fight to get
some answers.

Kelly has been to various
meetings of the city council
and its committees over the
summer, seeking help with a
property issue. She said the
neighbor who butts up to her
Park Drive home put in con-
crete with drainage tiles point-
ing to her property in April of
2018.

That move, she said, has

flooded her property every
time it rains for the past two
years.

In September, members of
the city council said they’d take
a look at her property and dis-
cuss it at the next meeting.
Mayor Roy Strong did not get a
chance to visit, citing other
commitments. 

The issue was not includ-
ed on the Oct. 6 agenda, but
once again Kelly attended
looking for help.

Kelly said she wants the
city to place a drain tile in her
yard to ease her flooding, since
they issued the permit for her
neighbor’s concrete.

But, city officials now say,
they’re not so sure about that.

City administrator Joie
Ziller said the city just is not

certain about that permit
process. If the neighbor placed
the drainage tiles toward
Kelly’s yard outside of what
was permitted, the dispute
may be a neighbor vs. neigh-
bor issue, not something for
the city to be involved with.

“You don’t have to do a full
permit to do downspouts and
drainage,” said Ziller.

But city officials did recog-
nize that Kelly’s yard issues do
seem to be caused by the
neighbor’s concrete.

“The tile is coming under-
neath the [neighbor’s] con-
crete. I don’t know where that
tile is starting,” said Alderman
Dennis Vice. “I don’t know
where the origins of that tile is,
and that I think needs to be
addressed. It was permitted

but I don’t know how it
passed... It’s very clear to the
eye to see there are two tiles
coming out of the back of the
concrete of that garage, 4 to 6
inch tiles that are buried in
that concrete, that are forcing
water on to her property. We all
saw it… Water is being forced
on to the property.”

City officials said they
would again move the issue to
the Water, Sewer, Streets and
Alleys committee this week for
discussion.

But, a frustrated Kelly said
she likely wasn’t interested in
attending more meetings, and
was looking at the possibility
of putting in drainage tiles at
her own expense.

The Water, Sewer, Streets
and Alleys Committee meets
today (Wednesday) at 6 p.m. at
City Hall.

In other news before the
full council on Oct. 6:

• The city is still awaiting
word on how much of the fed-
eral CARES act funding will be
headed to Wilmington.

“We submitted an appli-
cation and we should be
receiving something,” finance
director Matt Hoffman said.
“It’s all the equipment we pur-
chased. We’ve been instructed
by Will County to wait a little
bit for the payroll side of
things, and they’re going to
prepare another form for us to
use.”

CARES act funds were
given to Will County, which is
allocating them to taxing dis-
tricts throughout the county.

• Mayor Roy Strong
announced that Trick or Treat
will be held on Saturday, Oct.
31 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The next meeting of the
full council is Tuesday, Oct. 20
at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

City shows little interest in taking sides in dispute

STAFF REPORT

There’s nothing malevo-
lent about the North Island
Park for 363 days of the year —
until the one weekend each
year that the Wilmington Lions
Club turns it into a horrifying-
ly haunted forest brimming
with the undead and decaying.

The Lions Club’s two-
night Spookhike, on the
Haunted North Island, will
take place on Friday, Oct. 23,
and Saturday, Oct. 24, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. The terrors con-
tinue until the bewitching
hour — with the last ticket
being sold about 10 p.m.

A rain date of Sunday, Oct.
25 from 6-8 p.m. is planned. 

The Lions Club is billing it
as a socially distanced outdoor
event where those brave
enough to pay the $5 donation
will trek into the darkness
along a lighted path. Warning:

Stay on the path in order to
stay safe from all that goes
spooky in the night.

Parking will be available
at the South Island Park. A
haunted hayrack ride will
transport hikers from the
parking area to the North
Island to partake of the ghastly
goings-on.

The proceeds from the
Spookhike support the Lions
Club’s charitable work in the
community, including assist-
ing residents who otherwise
could not afford them with the
purchase of hearing aids and
eyeglasses, as well as main-
taining a stock of equipment
such as hospital beds, walkers
and wheelchairs and loaning
them out free of charge.

Individuals who would
like to play a role in the haunt-
ing can contact the Mary
Belter at 815-953-2541 or visit
hauntedillinois.com

North Island
has a date with
the undead

EASY TO REMEMBER
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Another elec-
tion day will soon
be upon us, and as
we go to the polls
and look around
we see women on
the ballot, women
serving as election
judges and most
important of all,
women coming in
to vote. As you are
aware, it was not
always so. Today
we look at the first woman in
Will County to hold an elected
position.

When our founding
fathers wrote the Constitution
they declared that white males,
over the age of 21 and inhabi-
tants of the U. S. could vote.
This, of course, left out 50 per-
cent of the population, the
female 50 percent. There is no
record at the time of any
women protesting this.

The same year that Illinois
became a state, 1818, a small
group of men and women in
Seneca Falls, New York got
together to discuss women's
rights, in particular women's
rights to votes. The press at the
time derisively called them
“Amazon's” and “unnatural.”
But this small group started a
movement.

Many men quoted the
Bible when it said, “let your
women be silent in church,”
and “be in subjection.” This,
they said, was God's word on
the subject, case closed.

In Illinois, several women,
mainly transplants from the
East did not think the case
closed. In particular Prudence
Crandall, a school teacher in
Mendota.  She had been forced
to flee Connecticut because

she taught Negro
girls in her school.
Crandall worked
in Illinois as an
early advocate of
the enfranchise-
ment of both
black and white
women.

B e t w e e n
1860 and 1890
Judge James
Bradwell and oth-
ers passed laws in

Illinois which included
women's right to control their
own earnings, to equal
guardianship of children after
divorce, to control and main-
tain property, to share in a
deceased husband's estate and
to enter into any occupation or
profession. This included
becoming an attorney, even
though women could not
legally sit on Illinois juries until
1939.

In 1873 a Judge Bradwell
secured the passage of a
statute which allowed any
woman, "married or single,"
who possessed the qualifica-
tion required of men, to be eli-
gible for any school office in
Illinois created by law and not
the constitution. Even though
they couldn't vote for them-
selves, in November 1874 ten
women were elected as County
Superintendents of Schools.
One of these women was Mrs.
Sarah McIntosh, a resident of
Wilmington.

Women's right to vote was
a hot topic here in Will County.
Men all over the county were
speaking against it. We read of
a meeting in Channahon in the
Joliet Signal of December 3,
1872, “The speaker, after pay-
ing a glowing tribute to what

he called “the infinite superior-
ity of woman in many things”
and indignantly refuting those
who imputed her mental infe-
riority, presented in a calm,
dignified - yet effective - man-
ner, the reasons which led him
to consider women's suffrage
as a measure in the highest
undesirable. His remarks were
enthusiastically received by
the audience.”

Nonetheless, in the fall of
1873 Mrs. McIntosh was nomi-
nated by the Democratic Party
for the position of County
School Superintendent.

Ed Conley of the
Wilmington Advocate wrote,
“We notice that the press of
Will County is agitating the
“woman question” in regard to
the office of County School
Superintendent. It is evident
that the opponents of the law
making women eligible to
election to that office are great-
ly in minority. The question is
especially interesting at pres-
ent; as a lady candidate, Mrs. S.
McIntosh, of this city, is
already in the field, and our
voters will soon be called on to
define their position on this
question by ballot. If any lady
can be elected in Will County
we believe Mrs. M. can and
will; if she cannot be elected
none other need try.”

In the official election
county election returns we see
that Sarah won by 537 votes.
She received her greatest vote
in Wilmington with 310 votes.
Her smallest vote count came
from the eastern and northern
part of the county. 

Women had broken the
barrier, and in Wilmington a
celebration was in order. We
read, “On Thursday evening

last, a party consisting of a
number of musical gentlemen
whose names we disremem-
ber, came to this city to do
honor to our newly elected
County School
Superintendent, Mrs. Sarah
McIntosh. The Wilmington
band, by some means, got
“wind” of the affair, and turned
out in force to join in the sur-
prise. At about 8:30 the whole
party, with a sprinkling of
prominent citizens proceeded
quietly to the residence of the
lady in question who, instead
of being “caught napping” had
“a light in the window” for all.
Instrumental and vocal music
was in order, after which con-
gratulations, three-minute
speeches, etc. etc., ruled the
hour, until the surprisers were
agreeably surprised on being
invited to an adjoining room in
which a choice selection of
food was found ready and
waiting. We won't report the
speeches or responses - we
won't - we can't describe the
electric effect of the campaign
glees as sung by Mr. Hendricks
and his talented associates.
After an hours' entertainment
amid the best possible feeling,
the party bade their adieus,
formed in procession, and
marched off to the stirring
notes of the “Red, White and
Blue.”

However, even though
Sarah held elective office, she
still could not vote. It would
not be until August of 1920 that
women won the full rights to
vote in all states of the Union.
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Wilmington woman Will County winner

Attorney Fisher files
Hovi estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WILL 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Marie Agnes
Hovi, Deceased. Case No.:  20 P 719.

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Marie

Agnes Hovi of Mokena, Illinois.  Letters of
Office were issued on October 1, 2020 to
Marie Ann Hovi as Independent Executor.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 14,
2021, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated:  October 14, 2020.  
Marie Ann Hovi, Independent

Executor  
Mark M. Berardi, Attorney at Law,

Fisher Berardi Law Attorney No.:
6317890, 14919 Founders Crossing,
Homer Glen, IL 60491.  (708) 942-8030
Email: mark@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on October 14, 21 and 28, 2020.

Attorney Fisher files
Campus estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WILL 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 

IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Phyllis J.
Campus, Deceased. Case No.:  20 P 631.

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of Phyllis
J. Campus of Wilmington, Illinois.  Letters
of Office were issued on September 28,
2020 to Charles M. Campus as
Independent Executor.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 14,
2021, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.  

Dated:  October 14, 2020.  
Charles M. Campus, Independent

Executor  
Andrew Costa, Attorney at Law,

Fisher Berardi Law Attorney No.:
6317890, 14919 Founders Crossing,
Homer Glen, IL 60491.  (708) 942-8030
Email: andrew@fisherberardilaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on October 14, 21 and 28, 2020.

Attorney Korst files
Agazzi estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS)
COUNTY OF WILL)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS-
PROBATE DIVISION

THE ESTATE OF FREDA JEAN AGAZZI,
DECEASED.

No. 2020 P 492
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to creditors of
the death of Freda Jean Agazzi of Joliet,
Illinois.  Letters of Office were issued on
July 16, 2020 to Mary T. Jostes, 1451 Root
Street, Crest Hill, Ilinois, 60403 as
Independent Executor, whose attorney is
Michael J. Korst, Michael J. Korst. P.C.,
2720 Caton Farm Road, Joliet, Illinois,
60435. 

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4)
any interested person terminates inde-
pendent administration at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a petition to terminate to
the Circuit Court.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 14 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, on or
before April 14, 2021, or if mailing or deliv-
ery of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/18-3), the date stated in that
Notice.   Any claim not filed on or before
that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered
by the claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within 10 days after it has
been filed.

Mary T. Jostes, independent
Executor

Michael J. Korst, Michael J. Korst.
P.C., 2720 Caton Farm Road, Joliet,
Illinois, 60435. 815-609-8080

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 14, 21 and
28, 2020.

Elves and sponsors are needed to participate in the
Wilmington Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Christmas Elf contest.

The contest benefits the Christian Help Association
(CHA), which uses the proceeds to provide a holiday meal
for the community’s less fortunate families and presents
for their children. The CHA will be helping approximately
350 local families this year.

Children age 5 and under, who are Wilmington resi-
dents, are eligible to be elves. They will be photographed in
their holiday finery, and their pictures will be attached to
donation boxes. 

The boxes are placed in sponsoring businesses and
shoppers are asked to donate their change, or as much as
they can spare. Each penny counts as a vote for the elf pic-
tured on the box — so each dollar is worth 100 votes. The
top three vote-getters each receive Chamber gift certifi-
cates as a thank you for participating.

Elf photos will be taken on Thursday, Oct. 22. After
school and evening appointments will be available.

To participate either as an elf or a sponsoring business,
contact Cyndi Ragain, program organizer, right away at
815-474-7521.

Chamber seeks
Christmas elves

BY ERIC FISHER

PUBLISHER

Even a worldwide pan-
demic can’t stop people who
love Wilmington’s history.

For the past eight weeks
dedicated members of the
Wilmington Area Historical
Society have been tuck-point-
ing one of the city’s oldest
buildings.

The exterior repairs will
hopefully protect the treas-
ures inside the Wilmington
Area Historical museum from
the elements.

“Sunlight and moisture
aren’t things you want inside a
museum,” commented WAHS
officer Bill Weidling. “The
mortar on this building just
turns to powder when you
chip at it so it’s time we get this
done.”

The building at 114 N.
Main Street was built with
limestone and cement mix in
1879. After 141 years the ele-
ments have taken a toll.

WAHS president John
Persic said the members
decided to tuck-point the
building themselves after get-
ting a quote for $30,000.

“As a non-profit, we don’t
have that kind of money to
spare. So with the good weath-
er and volunteers we’ve tuck-
pointed almost the entire
building at ground level. Soon
we’ll have to get out the lad-
ders,” Persic said.

The two-story structure
has a strong history as a
municipal building. It was the
town’s original firehouse, was
the long-time city hall, was the
town’s jail cell and even rented
the rear upstairs to a school
teacher for a little extra
income.

“It’s an interesting build-
ing when you consider its his-
tory,” Persic added. “It we can
make it more seal-tight it will
only benefit the old papers,
photos and artifacts we have
inside.”

The building has 14 win-
dows boarded up with historic
scenes of Wilmington. The
WAHS intends to replace a
couple of faded paintings with
new scenes on aluminum sub-
strate.

The work has been slow
but steady and the WAHS is
determined to complete the
project.

“It’s funny what a $30,000

estimate will make you do,”
quipped Weidling. “So far it’s
been kind of fun...and you
can’t beat the company,” he
said while gesturing toward a
handful of volunteers.

The museum is open to
the public the first Saturday of
the month from noon to 3
p.m.

Sealing up area history

Photo by Eric Fisher

ONE CRACK AT a time - Volunteers work Sunday on the
Wilmington Area Historical Society museum at 114 N. Main St.
tuck-pointing around limestone bricks. The mortar from 141 years
ago is crumbling and members have made repairs over eight week-
end work days. Among the volunteers tuck-pointing the south wall
are (from front) Bill Weidling, Sharri Michaels, Marcie Tafoya, Carol
Hilgendorf and John Persic.

IMPRESS YOUR FRIENDSS WITH YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORY!

Read Time Was by Sandy Vasko

EACH WEEK IN THE FREE PRESS ADVOCATE
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Pritzker’s tax
ELWOOD—It’s a disheartening to think

that Governor J.B. Pritzker best solution for
solving Illinois’ budget problems is to switch to
a graduated tax. Instead of cutting spending
and pursuing pension reform, Pritzker and the
Democrats say they’ll go after the rich with
more taxes. Remember before you vote for or
against the Constitution change, the question
is should the lawmakers in Springfield be given
more ability to raise taxes across all income lev-
els. To make it sound good now, they’re target-
ing high income taxpayers. But once the law is
changed, they’ll be able to go after the income
of retirees, middle income workers and even
low wage earners. Can Springfield be trusted?
Who do you think got us into the terrible mess
we’re in now? Vote no for the Constitutional
change and  let’s force them to come up with
more meaningful reform.

Science was wrong
SHADOW LAKES—I’m calling about global

warming or as they now call it, climate change.
I don’t know why they changed the name, I’m
sure they had a reason. During the 80s if any of
you can remember scientists for all of you that
believe what they all say called for another ice
age for close to 10 years. I and many people
increased their home insulation,  3M came out
with V-Seal to seal doors and windows.
Everyone was very concerned because the
weather was getting colder and colder and we
had a lot of snow more then I can remember
since then. Yet the scientists were wrong.
Science is not perfect, so I would not be so
quick to claim that we are having climate
change due to a lot of our emissions. Our cli-
mate on earth has been totally tropical, total
ice, total water long before man had anything
to do with it. But I guess those who are with the
green new deal refuse to admit it. Maybe you’d
like to see this country go down while other
countries increase their emissions. 

Dan Hill

Can’t afford reparations
WILMINGTON— Before the American

Revolution there were people brought here as
indentured servants that were also called bond
servants which were all white and not black.
They were owned and kept in servitude until
the time came when they paid off their debts
which took years. Bond servants were treated
in an inhumane manor so reparations must
also be given to their ancestors. But not one
member of congress will recognize these facts
that there were white bond servants before
black slaves that were treated in the same
manor as the black slaves. To go further back,
take a look at Egypt where all people were
slaves to the Egyptians building the pyramids.
Will their ancestors in USA receive reparations?
There have been slaves in every country
throughout time and there is not enough
money to pay for all the reparations that are
demanded. 

Wear a mask
WILMINGTON—Chew on this for a bit.

The right-to-lifers want to remove choice
because life is sacred. And yet these are some of
the same right-wingers who say a mask is their
choice when that could mean the difference
between life and death for innocent people
who work with them, serve them as customers
or merely pass within 6 feet of them. Their per-
sonal choice could inflict harm, even death,
upon others, but suddenly the sanctity of life is
no longer an issue for them. Let’s keep this in
mind during the judicial hearing for Amy
Coney Barrett. Tara D.

Something’s wrong
WILMINGTON—Many sound-off letters

complain about people getting free stuff and
handouts from the government and describe
undocumented workers as the scourge of the
earth. But in general, undocumented workers
pay more taxes than President Trump. When
Trump paid only $750 federal income taxes for
two years and for 10 years paid nothing at all
and yet gets the best medical care possible
while many taxpayers get no medical attention
whatsoever, something’s wrong. Does the word
freeloader apply here? It’s more than free-
loader, because it’s a criminal case which will
be prosecuted by the Manhattan District
Attorney. And because Eric Trump just pleaded
the Fifth Amendment, things look bad for the
Trumps. Stay tuned. Kate L.

So important
COAL CITY—It is good to be in a country of

freedom with a Constitution that protects our
ability to choose our path through life. This
freedom is everyone’s natural right. God gives
our right to be free and make us responsible for
our choices. Lincoln said that the USA was con-
ceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposi-
tion that we were all created equal and he said
that strength came from being right. For not
much formal education the guy knew a lot.
Good and bad choices bring good or bad long
term results. Are we mostly right or mostly
wrong? Most of us fall between both extremes.
Right choices are reasonable, work well for all,
and must be affordable. Wrong choices fail this
test every time. To be successful we must
choose right most of the time. It is usually what
we know that keeps us on the right path. To
detour from the right path is looking for the
easy way out and is always a dead end. We can
escape this wrong way with one wise choice
that puts us back on track. We usually make
mostly good choices while avoiding the bad
ones. Honesty is right. Lies are evil and wrong.
Addictive drugs, smoking, or drinking are
wrong detours that cheat us out of a better life.
Good paths require knowledge of what works.
What does not work can sometimes cost us our
life. Choosing the hard way instead of the easy
way is almost always right. Being for law and
order is usually better than trusting to good
luck, especially in the long run. What is best for
the long run is most important. It must be rea-
sonable, affordable and be what works as
intended. We will soon choose one of two very
different paths as we vote. In 50 to 75 years
most of us will be gone. How will the grown up
kids and grandkids feel about what we must
soon decide? Will they be able to even have the
legal right to choose how they think? We must
choose the freedom to remain a great place as

history will show the truth of our choice. Don’t
forget to vote as it has never been so important
to care for the country. USA, USA, USA.

Pelosi holding out
SHADOW LAKES— Once again the speak-

er of the house Nancy Pelosi has stopped the
taxpayers from receiving a stimulus check
because she won’t take $600 billion off her
stimulus bill proposal. So I was wondering why
a  millionaire would stop the taxpayers from
receiving money that belongs to them when
the speaker of the house lives off the taxpayers
funds. So if any millionaire government
employee doesn’t want to help the American
citizens, no one has the right to question the
millionaires that leach off the taxpayers. There
is one millionaire woman that seems to be
power hungry and is only concerned about her
mansion and her $12 a pint ice cream, not the
lives of American citizens. Vote Democrat and
your lives will become waste product just like
the citizens of California while the speaker of
the house has her mansion.

People should know
BRAIDWOOD—When running for presi-

dent in 2016 Donald Trump said “Only I can fix
it” when he criticized our nation’s trade deficit.
But recently, in the month of August, our
monthly trade deficit was the largest it has
been in 14 years. And it’s not just because of the
pandemic. The annual deficit was also high at
$579.9 billion in 2018 and in 2019 slightly lower
at $576.9 billion. But throughout the Obama
years, the deficit was consistently lower at $400
to $500 billion. People have a right and respon-
sibility to know this. Ann S.

Numbers and words
SHADOW LAKES—Let’s play the numbers

game. Every day they release the numbers
relating to the coronavirus in the state of
Illinois. Do you really believe for a moment if
all the numbers were zero, the state would
open up and the lock down would end? I think
not. All you need is one infected person to start
the process all over again. That is when the fear
and terror kick in again. My favorite word used
by politicians is “I have a plan.” Let’s look at the
usage of the word phrase. The mayor of
Chicago, stated in her election campaign, “ I
have a plan to stop the violence.” Since that
time she has had two or three more plans. Has
the violence stopped? I think not. Why doesn’t
she just say it’s gang warfare and we don’t know
what to do? Now we have Joe Biden who states,
“I have a plan to handle the pandemic.”  What
is that plan? Is he going to come to my home
and hold my hand if I become infected? If you
listen to the media they change the narrative
every day. It seems like the country is close to
the development of a vaccine for the virus.
What was Senator Harris’s reply? “If President
Trump says its OK, I am not taking it!” Aha yes,
the narrative from the left, fear and terror. Next
we will have to talk about my next word, free.
Gosh I love that word. M a r g o t
Lane

Typical Millennial
BRAIDWOOD— In response to "For town’s

best interest," the author is obviously a typical
millennial with feelings of self entitlement.
This person feels it's their responsibility to be
the pot stirrer for the betterment of a commu-
nity.  Sounds like someone needs to get a
hobby, a job or maybe a couple of both because
they seem to have way too much free time on
their hands.

Tax loopholes
COAL CITY—Responding to “Based on

speculation” and “Biden’s Loophole,” Mary
Trump, the niece of President Trump, has pro-
vided authorities with information from the
Trump estate to build the case against
President Trump. She and her brother’s family
were shut out of the family’s will so she released
incriminating documents. Regarding Biden’s
tax loophole, it’s nothing new and has been dis-
cussed for years because Newt Gingrich, John
Edwards and Trump used it also. The loophole
is a law which should be changed. President
Obama tried to change the law but was met
with opposition by the Republican Party. The
difference between Biden and Trump is that if
Trump is convicted of the massive tax fraud
which investigations have uncovered, Trump
would go to jail. And that is why Trump is
unhinged. Winning the presidency put him
under scrutiny which uncovered his decades of
illegal activity and once he steps out of the
White House he is no longer free from immuni-
ty. Danni R.

The buck stops here
BRAIDWOOD—In response to “Deserves

more credit” and “Vote to survive,” President
Trump was impeached Dec. 18 so House Dems
didn’t interfere with Trump’s COVID-19
response whatsoever. The Senate shouldn’t be
blamed because they acquitted Trump Feb. 5.
Trump’s China travel ban mistakenly accepted
8,000 Chinese from Hong Kong and Macao and
failed to trace 1,600 Americans coming from
China. When the virus spiked, test kit shortages
prevented testing for front-line medical staff
who were also forced to reuse personal protec-
tive equipment for months because Trump
refused to activate the Defense Production Act.
It’s true Trump urged retail CEOs to offer test-
ing but only 4 percent of retail sites actually
responded. Trump’s press conferences belittled
respected world immunologist, Dr. Fauci, who
Trump continues to contradict today. Army Lt.
General Honore, who famously rescued
Katrina victims, says Trump failed a unified
response for states and localities. Recent
reports indicate the world renowned CDC is
corrupted by Trump’s political interference.
Truman famously said “the buck stops here”
but Trump said on March 13 “I don’t take
responsibility at all.”

A $300 million waste
COAL CITY— If the state of Illinois is so

deep in debt then how is our governor going to
get the $300 million to pay for his Covid-19 task
force? Is the governor going to waste more tax-
payers’ money to help his friends’ bank
accounts  instead of doing his job protecting
the American citizens? So if he is going to waste
the taxpayers’ money then it should be used to
help the taxpayers or maybe him and all his

millionaire friends should take their own
money and pay for the Covid-19 task force. But
don’t hold your breath waiting for that to hap-
pen. Maybe we should call the governor’s office
and find out if he’s going to raise taxes to pay
for the task force that isn’t needed. But what is
needed is the money to be used to stop the vio-
lence in the state but don’t wait for the gover-
nor or the general assembly in Springfield to do
anything for the citizens in Illinois. They live off
the taxpayers so their money is really the tax-
payers’ money that they collect and do nothing
for the citizens of Illinois. Someone should
explain how the Democrats help the American
citizens.

Influenced by TV
SHADOW LAKES—To all of you people

that enjoy bashing President Trump, if you
believe that you could do a better job than he is
doing why don’t you run for president and see
how many mistakes you make. But none of you
seem to have any respect for whoever is the
president. But yet you will sit on your couch
watching your TV and complain about every-
thing when none of you know exactly what is
going on. But you’re all experts in everything in
the world. I guess you people are a jack of all
trades and master of none and your intelli-
gence level has risen quickly from thunderhead
to insanity. Try reading books instead of watch-
ing polls or listening to people that have less
knowledge then you have that get their infor-
mation from some crackpot.

Scare tactic
WILMINGTON—Senator Harris said

Trump falsely stated that if Trump wins reelec-
tion, he’ll gut Social Security and Medicare.
Trump did not make that statement, and his
payroll tax deferral plan was not going to affect
the funding for your Medicare. This statement
by Biden and Harris is a lie. Biden and Harris
will affect everyone’s health care if elected.
Politifact states that Senator Harris's statement
is false. Trump is not taking away your
Medicare or Social Security. The Democrats
and the left wing media are scaring senior citi-
zens into believing Trump will take away bene-
fits.

Taking control
SHADOW LAKES—About the Covid-19.

I’m not suggesting the virus is a hoax, it is real.
Within four months state governments con-
vinced citizens to stay inside and not leave
their homes. Businesses went bankrupt, homes
went into default and people fought forever
diminishing resources from food to toilet
paper. We were told violent protests with hun-
dreds of people participating was OK. But
going to church, a family funeral  or sporting
event was not. Six people could ride in a car to
a lake but could not get into a boat together. We
were warned not to wear masks then warned if
you didn’t it would kill people. Cash was
banned and no one could give change. But
using a credit card was acceptable. Good way
to keep track of everything you do by the gov-
ernment. Several states tried to stop gun sales
but the public reaction stopped it in most
states. We were also told to regard those burn-
ing police vehicles, looting stores, physically
beating and in some cases killing conservatives
who got in their way were peaceful protesters.
So tell me is this a big political game even
though the virus is real and of course out of the
countries that I have seen listed in print with
the worse cases, worse amount of people
dying, United States is third from the bottom
out of 12. So I think this country did a pretty
damn good job. 

Dan Hill

Lifestyle changes
WILMINGTON—On Oct. 6 the CDC just

added being overweight and obesity as under-
lying health condition for adults of any age that
are at increased risk for severe illness from the
Covid-19 virus. People may not realize this, but
obesity alone is now a risk factor for being hos-
pitalized or placed in the ICU as a result of
COVID-19. A BMI of 30 you are at higher risk. If
your BMI is 40 or over your risk of severe illness
doubles and a severe can be much harder to
recover from. Please protect yourself and take a
walk when the weather is still nice.

Trouble in town
BRAIDWOOD— Braidwood seems to have

a couple of new troublemakers in town who
obviously haven't been here long enough to
have a clue about what's going on in this town
or the people who live here.  After attending a
couple of town hall meetings it's obvious that
these individuals have created a personal
vendetta and hatred for certain elected officials
in the very short amount of time that they have
lived here. These people might be taxpayers,
but as taxpayers, there's the proper way to act
in public and there's the improper way to act.
The improper way has been displayed in abun-
dance by these individuals.

Trump unhinged

COAL CITY—By now Trump is starting to
realize that there aren’t enough crabby old
racists left to get him re-elected. As he becomes
increasingly unhinged and his presidency
descends into irrelevance the question is what
will he do now? Will he send troops into the
large cities to prevent people from voting? Will
he order his postmaster puppet to shut down
the post office so citizens can’t vote by mail?
Will his buddy Putin start an international inci-
dent to try to solve Trump’s chances in the elec-
tion? Will he order the wing nut militia to kid-
nap prominent Democrats? When he loses will
he build a wall in the oval office to protect him-
self and his tax returns? Next year at this time
will he be on Dancing with the Stars? Or will he
get a job on Fox or just go golfing all the time? It
doesn’t break my heart that Trump will leave
the Republican party in shambles but it’s very
sad that he has done the same thing to our
beloved country. Mr. Putin spent millions of
dollars on social media four years ago to help
Trump get elected. Looking at the chaos we’ve
all seen in the last four years he sure got his
money’s worth.

Keep it up
BRAIDWOOD—Don’t know much about

what is being said by the “newcomer” about
city hall but I have to say to the person good for
you. Sometimes it takes a newcomer’s view to
call out the good old boys. Sure, they won’t like
it and people will counter-attack. I know
because years ago I used to go to council meet-
ings and speak and they’ll make you feel like an
outcast. But stand your ground, be civil,
because that will only improve the town.

Vote in person
WILMINGTON—Everyone needs to vote

in person and watch their vote get counted.
The Covid-19 pandemic should not keep us cit-
izens from going to the polls to vote. The World
Health Organization has finally confirmed
what many experts and studies have been say-
ing for months. The coronavirus is no more
deadly or dangerous than seasonal flu. WHO
confirms that the virus is nothing like as dead-
ly as everyone predicted back in March. So
mask-up, since it's the law and go vote.

Health care nightmare
CUSTER PARK—During the debate did

you notice that Vice President Pence changed
the subject faster than Road Runner escaping
from Wile E Coyote? The moderator asked
Pence about President Trump’s plan for preex-
isting conditions. Pence refused to answer.
Trump has been promising to cover preexisting
conditions, but the Trumpcare health bill he
produced shortly after becoming president was
rejected because people lined the halls of
Congress in protest. Many in wheelchairs were
dragged away and arrested because they
refused to give up Obamacare. Since then
Trump continues to promise the coverage of
preexisting conditions but has never intro-
duced anything in black and white and never
has described concrete details of any such
plan. Throughout his presidency Trump con-
tinues to say over and over again that the
specifics will be coming two weeks later, but
two weeks later nothing ever happens. If
Trump’s lawsuit strikes down Obamacare in the
Supreme Court, a health care nightmare will
truly begin in the middle of a pandemic with all
its fury.

Gloria W.

Get used to it
BRAIDWOOD—After reading numerous

sound-offs regarding this allegedly "newer"
resident in Braidwood who supposedly enjoys
causing trouble and then reading the sound-off
submitted by a person who feels that all these
sound-offs are geared towards her, there's only
one thing that anyone can say.  If you believe
the shoe fits, wear it.  Maybe all of these sound-
offs over the past several weeks have some
validity to them.  People who live in a small
town are oftentimes the judge and the jury so
you might as well get used to it.

College isn’t free
WILMINGTON—Illinois cannot afford Joe

Biden's free college tuition plan. It's another
reason we need to vote for Trump. Biden's plan
is a federal and state plan that will cost Illinois
taxpayers $23 billion dollars each year because
the federal government is not picking up all
costs of the program. Illinois is broke and when
budgets are tight, public universities will cap
the number of students because they cannot
afford free tuition for all that want free tuition.
Many countries around the world got rid of free
college. Finland has free college but they ration
the number of students each year. In Finland
33 percent of college applicants are rejected
each year for all universities. Elite universities
have that kind of selectively rate. Plus partici-
pation in this plan would be optional. JB
bulked at Trumps extra $100 in unemployment
because the state couldn't afford it. Illinois was
one of the last state to approve extending extra

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, calls for boycotts and
libel. In cases where the publisher selects
not to publish these remarks the news-

paper makes every effort to forward
unpublished comments to the parties to
whom they are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

To voice your opinion, please go to

www.freepressnewspapers.com, ->
Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-0317.
Please state the town in which you are
calling from or in regards to. If mailing
comments please direct them to Sound-
Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416
or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481.

SEE SOUND-OFF PAGE 6
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Amy M. Kerullis and John P. Schmucker,
of Estero, FL were united in marriage on Oct.
3, 2020. Parents of the bride are John F. and
Mary A. Kerulis, of Wilmington. Parents of the
groom are J. Patrick and Kathleen F.
Schmucker, of Wilmington.

The ceremony was held at 1 p.m. in Saint
Rose Church. Organist/vocalist was Tom
Labanauskas. The bride wore a ballgown satin
dress with a lace top designed by Justin
Alexander from Wolsfelt's Bridal. Her bouquet
was created by Donna Figora, of Shorewood.

Maid of honor was Jackie Goulding and
matron of honor was Mallory Vancura.
Bridesmaids were Kali Nordeen, Megan
Kerulis, Madison Lathum, Mary Gallagher,
Tara Spell, Kelly Holem, Yana Gavalick,
Karleigh Cherveny and Leanne Tortez. They
wore burnt orange floor-length chiffon dress-
es with eucalyptus and white rose bouquets.
Flower girl was Maggie May Schmucker, bride
and groom's Cockapoo; she was wearing a
white and eucalyptus flower collar.

Best men were Ryan Ruzich and Neil
Ruzich. Groomsmen and usher were David
Wallen, John Kerulis, Joe Kerulis, Richard
Heintz, Jason Wilhelmi, Doug Lopez, Stan
Czajkowski, Alex Hoffer, Matt Talley and Nick
Gavalick. Ring bearer was Tam Kerulis, bride
and groom's Cocker Spaniel, He was wearing
a burnt orange bow-tie collar.

A reception was held at the home of John
Kerulis, brother of the bride. A large wedding
tent and accessories were rented from Castle
Party Rental in Saint Charles, IL.

Amy has her PhD in Industrial-
Organizational Psychology from Hofstra
University in Long Island, NY. She currently is
the director of an Industrial-Organizational
Master's program at Touro College in New
York, NY. 

John obtained his B.S. in Political Science
from Illinois State University. He is currently
enrolled in a M.S. in Secondary Education
program at Florida Gulf Coast University in
Fort Myers, FL. 

The couple are on their first honeymoon
to Key West, FL and then in 2021 they will trav-
el to Turks and Caicos. 

Kerulis, Schmucker united in marriage

Mr. and Mrs. John Schmucker

On Monday, Oct. 19 at 4
p.m., Catholic Charities'
Mobile Food Pantry will be
distributing food at St.
Lawrence Church, 135 Rice
Road in South Wilmington, in
the church parking lot (rain or
shine).  

Catholic Charities and the
Northern Illinois Food Bank
have partnered to deliver
nutritious food, meat, produce
and nonperishable items, to
people in need.    

Participants are asked to
stay in their cars.  The Mobile
Food Pantry will use a “drive
thru” method to distribute
pre-packed groceries to
ensure that all participants are
safe during the COVID-19
pandemic. 

You do not have to be
Catholic to participate.

Catholic Charities helps peo-
ple of all faiths and beliefs.  For
more information about
Catholic Charities, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.

Mobile food pantry
to be held Oct. 19
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unemployment benefits. Would he extend free tuition if there's
no money in the budge to pay for it?  Plus the cost of room,
board and fees is not free. On average that costs is $15,000 per
year. Plus, colleges have no problem raising those fees every
year. This is just another "feel good" campaign promise for a
government program we cannot afford unless governor raises
taxes. It will kill all of our wonderful private colleges in the state.
For a student that wants a small college experience, want to stay
close to home, or dreams of playing a college sport, you don't
get the free money. Trade-offs are a fact of life, and higher edu-
cation is no exception. Illinois cannot afford free tuition, we
need a better grant program to help students achieve higher
degrees.

A few facts
BRAIDWOOD—Responding to Margot’s “Weather

changes.” Weather varies daily and climate refers to overall
weather during an extended time period. But climate is chang-
ing faster than earth’s ecosystems can adapt making earth bare-
ly habitable for humans and symbiotic life forms. The term glob-
al warming was used initially because increasing warmth
throughout the earth caught the attention of experts, but now
scientists see more complexity. Global warming causes weaken-
ing of the Gulf Stream which makes some areas colder, examples
of which are the polar vortex winters we experienced several
years ago. Right now the weatherman reminds us about the
record-breaking number of tropical storms we’ve had in recent
years due to ocean warming. We’re literally cooking in a stew of
acidic waters that kill the fish we eat. But these few facts merely
scratch the surface. Sadly, young people worry about climate
change whereas the elderly scoff because they’ll be dead when
catastrophe hits. Please, if you care about future generations,
the denials of climate change aren’t appreciated.
Brad K.

FOIAs cost time, money
BRAIDWOOD—To the newer Braidwood resident who has

been filing FOIA request, after FOIA request. How much are your
requests costing the taxpayers? The city administrator has been
very vocal about how much money and time it has cost the city
to fulfill the FOIA requests submitted by the former city clerk.
How about he do the same with everyone else?  Why do we, the
taxpayers, have to foot the bill for this lady's desire for informa-
tion to quench her troublemaking thirst?

Another insult
WILMINGTON—The men and women who serve our coun-

try have been insulted and used as scapegoats by President
Trump over and over again. Trump calls the military
“scoundrels” and “losers” and has refused to address the boun-
ties on the heads of American soldiers. Now Trump claims Gold
Star families infected him at a special ceremony at the White
House. Another insult and another day in America.
Ralph D.

Kidnapping plot
WILMINGTON—Many

sound-off letters complain
about law and order violations
by blaming the left. But armed
right-wing militias threaten
civil war throughout the coun-
try and 13 men in the
Wolverine Watchmen of
Michigan were recently appre-
hended with six arrested and
seven arraigned for conspira-
cy to kidnap Michigan
Governor Whitmer, a
Democrat. President Trump’s
tweets, including “Liberate
Michigan” encouraged these
vigilantes by criticizing
Whitmer. Some of these men
are the same who threatened
the safety of Michigan state
legislators in the state capitol
in May to such an extent that
government business was
shut down. The Wolverine
Watchmen has ties to the
same militia group advocating
white power, anti-government
sentiments which resulted in
the Oklahoma City tragedy in
1995 where 168 died at the
hands of Timothy McVeigh.
The past several years include
an extreme level of nationwide
violent white nationalist activ-
ity which could be attributable
to Trump’s words, including
“stand back, stand by” which
the Proud Boys consider to be
an endorsement.
Irene D.

Success
WILMINGTON—Responding to “Open up Illinois.” You

have some valid points. You seem to be saying that the elderly
are the only ones at risk (5.4 percent death rate) and we don’t
mind losing them. But you are forgetting that many middle-age
people have serious health problems such as my husband
whose survival would be questionable. Should we go the way of
Sweden? But their GDP fell 8.6 percent in the second quarter,
more sharply than their neighboring countries which imposed
restrictions. You can argue this until the cows come home. But
then you look at New Zealand or Japan or South Korea who’ve
had great results fighting the pandemic and realize that success
depends on hard work, efficiency and good leadership.

What we need
BRAIDWOOD—When we hear news that the Navy is plan-

ning to increase its force to 500 ships, the people ask the ques-
tion, can we, the people, have good health care, please, instead
of more big ships? We already have the greatest military force in
the world and our Navy currently has 293 ships. Do we really
need 500? We definitely need a better health care system as other
countries already have throughout the world. Twenty million
Americans will lose their health insurance if the Supreme Court
strikes down Obamacare and approximately half the country,
over 100 million people, will lose preexisting condition coverage
through their private insurance as well. And then we’ll be back
to where we were 10 years ago when we stood in line for hours
for medical service through charity. Renee K.

The cure
COAL CITY—Pro-life advocates have said no to stem cell

research throughout the years despite the pleas from those
struggling to stay alive who would benefit. Since entering poli-
tics President Trump has strangely adopted whatever evangeli-
cals think and repeats whatever they say. Lo and behold.
Suddenly evangelicals don’t mind that Trump’s recovery is based
on Regeneron which was developed from cells used in abortion.
I’m Christian but not of ‘evangelical’ denomination because
evangelical leaders have traded their conscience for political
power derived from their association with Trump. And now the
hypocrisy of evangelical leaders has revealed itself once more by
their acceptance of Trump’s use of Regeneron. Power corrupts.

Stuck with the bill
BRAIDWOOD—In response to the theory that Democrats

raise taxes. I’m happy to have taxes raised on the wealthy so they
pay their fair share, Joe Biden included, who didn’t do right
using that tax loophole. If I admit to Biden’s mistake, will you,
Dan Hill, admit to President Trump’s tax mistakes and massive
tax fraud, his 20,000 lies, the pandemic debacle, his abuse of our
military and the admission by Senate Republicans that Trump is
guilty about impeachment charges but preferring to forgive
him? Of course not. Even before the pandemic, our national
debt was at $23 trillion due to President Trump’s tax cuts for the
benefit of the wealthy and for the benefit of corporations who
pay no taxes at all. Somebody has to foot the bill and when the
wealthy don’t pay the middle class gets stuck with the bill.

Sound-off, continued from age 4

Will County officials on
Friday, Oct. 9 cut the ribbon on
the new state-of-the-art court-
house and justice center,
which replaces the smaller and
outdated facility on Jefferson
Street in Joliet. The courthouse
will be open to the public start-
ing in early November.

"With this courthouse, we
have invested in the future of
Will County," said Will County
Board Speaker Mimi Cowan.”
This LEED certified building
will give visitors, employees,
and jurors a safer, more effi-
cient path to justice and public

safety. With 38 courtrooms, in
10 stories, our courthouse pro-
vides space into which our
growing county can expand."

In August 2013 the Will
County Board first approved a
comprehensive plan for major
capital improvement projects
throughout the county. This
plan included the construction
of the new courthouse follow-
ing the new Public Safety
Complex, which was complet-
ed earlier this year.

"We began planning for
this courthouse years ago and
now we see the results of those

plans," said Capital
Improvements Committee
Vice Chair Ray Tuminello. "It's
our job as county board mem-
bers to be good stewards of
taxpayer dollars and ensure a
stable future for the next gen-
eration. I'm confident that
we've done that with this
building."

The new justice center
was built on the former First
Midwest Bank site, on the
southwest corner of Ottawa
and Jefferson streets in down-
town Joliet. The county pur-
chased the property in 2014. In
October 2018, the county held
a topping off ceremony when
the final piece of steel was
placed atop the building.

"Every detail was gone
over during planning to ensure
that future generations will
continue to be served well by
this courthouse," said Capital
Improvements Committee
Chair Herb Brooks Jr. "In addi-
tion to being on time and on
budget, I'd also like to thank all
of the men and women who
built this building with no
injuries or accidents."

The new 370,000 sq. ft.
building cost $215 million and
was designed by architecture
firm Wight & Co and is a LEED
certified building. In addition
to the courtrooms, the court-
house will house offices for the
state's attorney, the circuit
clerk, and more.

"This new courthouse is
part of the county's largest
capital campaign in our histo-
ry," said Will County Executive
Denise Winfrey. "In recent
years, we've opened our new
Public Safety Complex, Animal

Control Center, Emergency
Management Center, and just
this year, a new state-of-the-art
Health Department."

"This new courthouse will
serve the people of Will County
very well for decades to come.
It will ensure that justice mat-
ters are handled smoothly and
efficiently inside state-of-the-
art facilities," Chief Judge
Richard Schoenstedt said.

Circuit Court Clerk Andrea
Lynn Chasteen added, "As the
primary recorder of all legal
proceedings and court filings

in Will County, my office han-
dles and extraordinary amount
of information which will now
be streamlined and more easi-
ly created and maintained
thanks to our new court-
house."

As they enter the building,
jurors will be greeted by a two-
story lobby filled with natural
light from large windows. The
first floor will also have a larger
jury commission room to
accommodate residents called
to perform their civic duty.
Lower level floors will contain

offices and courtrooms for
high-volume courts, such as
criminal misdemeanor, civil
small claims, and adult proba-
tion courts.

The fourth and fifth floor
will hold criminal felony
courts, the public defender's
office, and a small cafe. Floors
six and seven include high-vol-
ume family courts, the eighth
and ninth floors include addi-
tional courts, and the tenth
floor will hold a grand jury.

New Will County Courthouse up and running

Photo by Marney Simon

THE NEW WILL COUNTY Courthouse will house 38 courtrooms on 10 floors. The $215 million court-
house took three years to complete. The late Larry Walsh, who served as Will County Executive
throughout most of the construction, said the building was part of "the rebirth" of downtown Joliet.
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There are a
few cocktails by
which every tiki
bar or Polynesian
restaurant is
measured, and
three of them were
created by
“Trader” Vic
Bergeron in the
1940s.  His most
famous creation
was the Mai Tai,
followed by the
Scorpion, and
don't forget the
curiously strong
and complex Fog Cutter.

The flavor of the Fog Cutter is unlike any-
thing else in the realm of Polynesian drinks.  It
is a large volume drink served in an oversized
tiki mug, and is meant to be sipped slowly.
Think of the Fog Cutter as the “Long Island
Iced Tea” of the tiki bar.  A little bit of every-
thing into a large, high octane drink.  How
strong is the Fog Cutter?  The Fog Cutter is so
strong that Trader Vic enforced a strict two
drink limit per customer.  

About 10 years into service of the Fog
Cutter, Trader Vic took pity on his customers
and developed a lighter version of the cocktail
which he called the Samoan Fog Cutter.  The
“Samoan” version was less potent, and was
also more approachable due to the dilution
that came from blending with crushed ice.  

The Fog Cutter concept spread through-
out the Polynesian bar scene, and by the
1970s most of the established tiki bars were
serving their own version of the Fog Cutter.
Perhaps the most popular variant of the orig-
inal was the Fogg Cutter from iconic New
Orleans tiki bar, Bali Hai at the Beach.  Bali
Hai added an extra “g” to the name to differ-
entiate the drink from the Trader Vic original.

What is the difference between the Bali
Hai version and the original Fog Cutter?  For
starters, both the original Fog Cutter and the
Samoan Fog Cutter were topped with a float
of cream sherry, a dessert wine that declined
in popularity after the end of the 1950s.  Also,
the crucial almond notes in the Bali Hai ver-
sion are from almond extract whereas the
almond in the WWII-era version uses an
almond-based orgeat syrup.

The Fogg Cutter is an 8-ingredient cock-
tail (not counting the ice).  Be sure to use
exact proportions when preparing this drink
to maintain balance and complexity.  You may
“eyeball” your Gin and Tonic portions, but
you will want more exact measurement when
small amounts of some of the ingredients are
used.

Speaking of small amounts, even if the
recipe below is halved you will still have a
delightful drink in the glass.

Despite the blending of four types of spir-
its, the drink comes together quite well.  The
fact the dink has been served in one form or
another for nearly 80 years is a testament to

its reputation as a tiki bar standard.  
Let's fire up the blender and make our

very own Fogg Cutter.
Some cocktails benefit from expensive,

top shelf spirits.  This is not one of those cock-
tails.  Do not break the bank on spirits for this
one, there is so much going on in this drink
that shelling out extra money for higher qual-
ity spirits will not produce a better drink.

The Fogg Cutter calls for two types of
rum: light Puerto Rican rum and dark
Jamaican rum.  For the light rum, Bacardi,
Cruzan, or Flor de Cana will get the job done.
When it comes to dark Jamaican rum, stick
with Myer's, Appleton 12, or Coruba.  

Use your favorite gin, and if you don't
have a favorite gin, use Beefeater.

You should keep a bottle of brandy in
your home bar, even if you only use it as a
mixer.  Korbel is always a popular choice as it
is also used in the Brandy Old Fashioned, but
standard Christian Brothers and E&J will also
perform well as mixers.

The almond extract used in the Fogg
Cutter is the same stuff that you will find in
the cooking section of your local grocery
store.  Be careful with almond extract, this is
some strong stuff!  A little goes a long way, you
will literally need only a few drops if you are
cutting the recipe below in half.

The simple syrup used in the Fogg Cutter
is the standard 1:1 cane sugar/water simple
syrup, but if you prefer your drinks on the
sweet side you can certainly make your sugar
syrup a bit richer.

Always use crushed ice in your blended
drinks.  It's easier on your blender and the
end result will be a smooth drink, free of large
chunks of ice.  

This is a short blend, five seconds at
most.

If you happen to have a bottle of cream
sherry laying around and would like to taste
something closer to the original version, pour
a 1/2 to 1-ounce float on top of the drink after
you pour the blended drink into the glass.

By the way, a “fog cutter” is a type of dive
knife used in scuba applications.  I am not
sure exactly how that ties in to the name of
the drink, we can only hope that the nobody
was handling sharp objects when this drink
was created.

The New Orleans Fogg Cutter is built in a
blender and served in a Fogg Cutter mug or
tall glass.

Combine in blender:
2 oz. orange juice
1 1/2 oz. fresh lime juice
1 1/2 oz simple syrup
1 oz. light Puerto Rican rum
1 oz. dark Jamaican Rum 
1 oz. brandy
1 oz. gin
1/2 tsp. almond extract
8 oz. (1 cup) crushed ice
Blend for 5 seconds
Pour unstrained into a Fogg Cutter mug

or tall glass, garnish with mint sprig
Until next week, enjoy responsibly.

Exact measurements required 
for The Fogg Cutter

THE SUNDAY

COCKTAIL

Brian Rung
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WILMINGTON—Bruce Boward, 59, of
Wilmington (Ritchey), passed away
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020 at Landmark of
Richton Park.

Born June 13, 1961 in Kankakee,
Bruce Farley was a son of Theodore
“Ted” and Janalyn (nee Farley)
Boward. He was raised and educated
in Wilmington and graduated from
Wilmington High School with the class
of 1980. Bruce held employment for sev-
eral area establishments as a bouncer. He
was a member of the Kankakee Jaycees, the
Lions Club, and was a volunteer with the
Kempton Fire Department. He took pleasure in
fishing and racing, but was especially fond of
stock car racing. Bruce enjoyed swimming,
wolves, pool, football and was an avid Chicago
Bears fan. He will be remembered for his annu-
al Santa Claus impersonation.

Survivors include his mother, Janalyn "Jan"
of Wilmington; daughter, Lacinda White; grand-
son, Owen Boward; sisters, Elizabeth (Paul)
Rossi and Thea (Brian) Coplea, both of
Wilmington; half-siblings, Renee Torres, of
Bourbonnais and Chad (Marla) Greene, of St.
Anne; step-siblings: Ted (Renee) Boward, of
Dover, DE; Rusty Boward and Raymond
Boward, both of Lincoln, IL and Karen (Gail)
Liesman, of Atlanta, IL; nieces and nephews:
Shane Rossi, of Wilmington; Sarah Rossi, of
Mercer, WI; Erica (Jacob) Bolatto, of Braidwood
and Haiden and Ava Coplea, both of
Wilmington; six great-nieces and nephews, and
several cousins, as well as the mother of his chil-
dren, Teresa Boward.

Bruce was preceded in death by his
father, Ted on Dec. 23, 2008; children,

Bruce Jr. “BJ” and Angel Boward and his
maternal and paternal grandparents.

The family will receive friends for
a visitation at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in
Wilmington on Thursday, Oct. 15,
2020 between the hours of 3 and 7 p.m.

Face masks requirements and meas-
ures of safe social distancing practices

will be in order, and the funeral home staff
will assist the family not to exceed the safe
number set forth for the visitation.

A private family service will be held Friday,
Oct. 16, 2020 at Baskerville Funeral Home.
Those wishing to participate in Bruce's services
are invited to watch the live stream on Friday
morning starting at 11 a.m. by logging onto his
memorial page.

Burial will be in Wesley Cemetery in
Wilmington.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Bruce’s memory to Kuzma Care Cottage, 635
S. Main St., Wilmington, IL 60481.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Bruce’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Bruce-
Boward

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington. 

Bruce Boward

COAL CITY—John J.
Dzuris, 95, of Coal City,
passed away Oct. 7, 2020.

Born Feb. 20, 1925 in
Streator, IL, John Jacob was

a son of John and Susan (Kolesar)
Dzuris. He was raised in the Streator
area, educated in the country school,
and graduated from Streator High
School with the class of 1942. Following
graduation, John was drafted into the US
Army, and honorably served during World
War II with the Army Corps of Engineers linking
the Ledo Road with the Burma Road to China.
Following 32 months in the service, he returned
home to enroll at Illinois State Normal
University in the fall of 1946 under the G.I. Bill.
He earned his bachelors of science in education
in 1949, and later attained his master’s in edu-
cation from the University of Illinois. John was
an excellent athlete his entire life; played base-
ball all through his school years, including four
years of Redbird Baseball, and even tried out for
the Chicago Cubs.

On June 11, 1949, John married Freda
Thomas in the First United Methodist Church
in Maroa, IL, and together they made their
home, raised their family and made their
careers in Coal City. In 1950, John was hired at
Coal City High School as a business teacher,
instructing typing and bookkeeping. For the fol-
lowing 37 years he coached baseball 25 years;
basketball 20 years and sponsored Scholastic
Bowl. In 1964, John took the position of head
guidance counselor and retired from the Coal
City School District in 1987. He was an active
member of the Coal City Lions Club, as well as
the Coal City United Methodist Church, where
he was involved on many committees, and
served as treasurer for 20 years.

In his free time, John enjoyed golf,
tennis and bike riding. He was an avid

reader, took pleasure in gardening, and
enjoyed many memorable travels with
his dear wife, Freda.

Survivors include his wife of 71
years, Freda; two daughters, Lauri
Dzuris (Alan Long), of Aurora and

Carol (Rick) Swearingen, of Mahomet;
grandchildren: Fana Dzuris Long, of

Aurora; Matthew Swearingen, of Peoria
and Kate (Andy) Nelson, of Champaign and

two great-grandchildren, Madilyn Swearingen
and Ivy Nelson.

John was preceded in death by his parents,
one brother, George and three sisters: Lena,
Catherine and Ann.

A funeral service was held Saturday, Oct.
10, 2020 in the Coal City United Methodist
Church with Reverend Brad Shumaker officiat-
ing. Burial followed in Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in John’s memory to the Coal City United
Methodist Church Building Fund, 6805 E.
McArdle Rd., Coal City, IL 60416; the Coal City
Firemen’s Association, 35 S. DeWitt Place, Coal
City, IL 60416 or to Unit #1 Educational
Foundation (for a scholarship which will be
established in John’s memory) P.O. Box 177,
Coal City, IL 60416.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
John’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/John-
Dzuris

Funeral services and arrangements were
made under the direction and care of Reeves
Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

John J. Dzuris

JOLIET—John Richard
Heck, 78, of Joliet, passed
away Monday, Aug. 10, 2020
at Amita Health Saint Joseph

Medical Center.
John was raised and educated in

Wilmington and later proudly served
in the United States Navy as a Sea Bee.
After his time in the service he made a
home in Joliet and worked as a union
carpenter for Local #174 until retiring
after 35 years of dedication. John didn’t stay
retired for long. He worked at different places
just to make sure he always stayed busy. His
final place of employment was with Best
Hybrid.

John was a man of faith and always put his
love for God first. He was a long time parish-
ioner of Joliet First Assembly. In his free time,
John enjoyed traveling with his wife, Sandy.
They would go on cruises together and John
would go on motorcycle trips when he could.
His favorite time was always spent with his
grandchildren. John will be deeply missed by all
who knew him.

He is survived by his loving wife, Sandy
(Benco) Heck, of Joliet; son, Donald
(Genevieve) Heck, of Georgia; daughter, Julie
Pehlke; five grandchildren: Denise Heck,

Diandra Heck, Jack Pehlke, Cole Pehlke
and Grace Pehlke; four sisters: Mary

Ruth Bullock, Dora (Dan) Wilson,
Marlene Akins and Jodi (Glen)
Schwartz and two brothers, Art
(Carol) Heck and Larry Heck.

John was preceded in death by
his parents, Arthur and Alpha Heck,

and one sister, Anna Ward.
A note from his wife Sandy: “I miss

you John, but I know that you are with
our Lord and are happy. A place you have

wanted to be for years. Rest in peace. I’ve loved
you dearly for 37 years.”

Per John’s wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded.

The family will receive relatives and friends
for a memorial visitation on Saturday, Oct. 17,
2020 from 2 p.m. until time of memorial service
at 4 p.m. at Tezak Funeral Home, 1211 Plainfield
Rd. in Joliet. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
masks and social distancing practices are
required inside the funeral home and a capaci-
ty of 50 guests will be allowed in at a time.
Guests are encouraged to visit, but be brief in
their stay to allow for more attendees.

Tezak Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements.

John Heck

COAL CITY—Virginia Hill, 91, and a
lifelong resident of Coal City, passed
away Saturday, Oct. 10, 2020.

Born May 28, 1929 in Coal City,
Virginia was a daughter of Jasper Gus
and Cecelia (Gervase) Vitale. She was
raised in Coal City and graduated from
Coal City High School with the class of
1947. On Sept. 5, 1948, Virginia married
Robert “Buster” Hill in Assumption
Catholic Church and together they made
their home and raised their family in Coal
City.

Virginia worked in various secretarial posi-
tions and throughout the years held employ-
ment with Coal City Elementary School,
UniRoyal and Stepan Chemical, from where she
retired. She was a member of Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Coal City, was a founding member of the Coal
City Junior Women’s Club, which originated the
kindergarten program in the community. In
addition, Virginia and Buster were long time
members of the Coal City Area Club.

Virginia loved to dance, and was active with
the County Line Kickers. She enjoyed playing
cards and in years past bowled on a team. Being
on the pontoon at the area club was a favorite
pastime, and together Virginia and Buster took
pleasure traveling and visiting relatives in Sicily.
She loved her grandkids, and truly enjoyed
being a grandma.

Survivors include two children, Greg
(Kathy) Hill, of Morris and Claudia (Tom)
Powell, of Coal City; five grandchildren: Lisa
Hill, Burgundy (Chuck) Lander and Lyndsay
(Jeff) Mills, all of Morris; Mona (Paul) Thurston,
of Chicago and Eric Powell, of Coal City; great-
grandchildren: Andrew Glastetter (fiancé,
Sabrina Bergeson), Nick Glastetter (fiancé,

Sadey Brewer), Madison Lander,
Cameron Lander, Avery Powell, Jayda

Mills, Logan Mills, Ava Mills, Abigail
Mills, Thomas Thurston and Ella
Thurston; two great-great-grandchil-
dren: Keagin Lowe and Maverick
Glastetter, with another expected;
brother-in-law, John (Pat) Hill, of Coal

City and sister-in-law, Pat (the late
Ralph) Hill, of Arkansas, and numerous

nieces and nephews, as well as cousins.
Virginia was preceded in death by her

parents, husband, Buster; granddaughter, Erika
Bauermeister and three sisters: Bernice (Don)
Lowery, Catherine (Roy) Wills and Sarah
(Edward Sr.) Vitko.

A funeral service was held Tuesday, Oct. 13,
2020 at Reeves Funeral Home in Coal City. 

Burial followed in Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery, where Virginia was laid to rest with
her late husband, Buster. 

Pallbearers were: Eric Powell, Chuck
Lander, Paul Thurston, Cameron Lander, Drew
Glastetter and Nick Glastetter.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Virginia’s memory to the Assumption
Catholic Church Building Campaign, 195 S.
Kankakee St., Coal City, IL 60416 or to a charity
of the donor’s choosing.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Virginia’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Virginia-
Hill

Funeral services and arrangements were
made under the direction and care of Reeves
Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City. 

Virginia Hill

COAL CITY—Judith K. O’Bert,  74 and a
lifelong resident of Coal City, passed away
Tuesday, October 06, 2020 at Amita St.
Joseph Medical Center in Joliet.

Born September 26, 1946 in Joliet,
Judith Kay was a daughter of Anton and
Theresa (Vercellotti) O’Bert. She was
raised and educated in Coal City, grad-
uated from Coal City High School, and
went on to attend Joliet Junior College.
Judith worked as a secretary for an engi-
neering firm; was a member of
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Coal City, and in her
free time enjoyed crafts and working crossword
puzzles.

Survivors include her brother Thomas (the
late Virginia) O’Bert of Shorewood; sister,
Debbie (Dan) Altiery of Braidwood; nieces:
Stephanie O’Bert of Shorewood and Catie (Jake)

Furgason of Joliet, and nephew, Michael
(Trish) Ellsworth of Seattle WA.

Judith was preceded in death by
her parents, and sister-in-law,
Virginia.

The family  received friends for a
visitation on Saturday, October 10,
2020  until the time of funeral service
at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 North

Broadway (one block north of Illinois
Route 113) in Coal City.

Burial will follow in Braceville-
Gardner Cemetery. Family and friends are

encouraged to sign the guest book, upload pho-
tographs and share Judith’s memorial page
online through social media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Judith-
Obert Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City. 

Judith K. O’Bert

WILMINGTON—Anthony L. "Tony"
Plese passed away at his home in
Wilmington on Friday, Oct. 9, 2020 after
a courageous two-year battle with pan-
creatic cancer.  

Tony was born the fifth of Dean
and Judy Plese's six children on Aug.
15, 1967 and grew up in the family
home on Widows Road while attending
Wilmington area schools and later in
Upstate New York after moving there with
his family in the mid-80's. During his high
school years, Tony played football, was a mem-
ber of the (NY) national honor society and he
developed an interest in the Beatles and their
music, remaining a fan for the rest of his life. He
was even fortunate enough to fulfill a personal
dream by going to see Paul McCartney in con-
cert with a few of his brothers a few years back,
something that he reflected on happily.

Tony obtained a bachelor's degree from
Syracuse University and worked as a graphic
designer in New York, Chicago and San Diego
before returning to Illinois in 2003 to pursue a
new career path in healthcare. After obtaining a
degree in nursing from Loyola University in
Chicago, Tony spent the remainder of his work-
ing years in the Chicago area hospital commu-
nity serving the needs of others before his own
illness made it impossible for him to continue
in early 2019. A loving and devoted son, Tony's
sole regret was that he did not get to use the
degree and experience he'd gained for the ini-
tial purpose for which he intended, to care for
his parents later in life when he anticipated they
would need it.

A born artist, Tony began doing sketches of
homes in the Wilmington area whose unusual
architectural details caught his eye as a young
boy. Elma O. Barnes of the Wilmington
Advocate immediately noticed Tony's natural
talent and made his artwork a feature in her reg-
ular column about Wilmington's historical
landmarks when he was still in elementary
school.  

Along his life's journey, Tony traveled the
U.S. and later France, he bought a home, got
married and continued to feed his artistic
nature by creating a prolific body of illustration
work and watercolors.  His art did not go unno-
ticed as he consistently sold pieces, showed
competitively and he received a treasured letter
of encouragement when he needed it most, just
after his diagnosis of pancreatic cancer, from a
personal hero, the artist Jasper Johns.  Tony also
developed his own original characters, collec-
tively known as Chachkees, which he marketed
right up until the week before his passing.

Anyone who knew Tony would have no
doubt that he began working on his next

masterpiece as soon as he crossed
heaven's threshold.

An excellent conversationalist,
Tony's intelligence, modest nature
and sly sense of humor endeared him
to all who were lucky enough to know
him. The friends he made along the

way, he kept and he maintained those
relationships no matter the passing time

or distance involved. Despite the many
serious health challenges Tony faced starting in
1989 with a diagnosis of chronic leukemia, Tony
met the challenges that life gave him with his
head up and a great sense of hope and dignity.
He kept going, he kept achieving, he kept trying,
he kept living. He was an inspiration to his
beloved family and friends all the days of his
life. Tony will be terribly missed by all who knew
and loved him; the world is now a little darker
and a little colder without his sweet light in it.
Our loss is truly heaven's gain.

Tony is survived by his life partner and
caregiver, Gabriel Rodriguez; his devoted moth-
er, Judith Benson Plese; his siblings: Dean
(Stacy), David (Angela), Martin (Maureen),
Maria, and Eric (Christine); many aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends with whom he greatly
enjoyed spending time, and by his beloved
dogs, Chico and Sally, who were his constant
companions. 

He was preceded in death by his beloved
father, Dean E. Plese in June of this year and by
his grandparents, James and Ellen Benson and
John and Margaret Plese.

Cremation rites have been accorded.
A private visitation will be held on

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2020 followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial at St. Rose Catholic Church in
Wilmington. Those wishing to participate in
Tony's services are invited to watch the live
stream on Wednesday morning, starting at 11
a.m. by logging onto his memorial page.

In lieu of flowers, Tony's family asks that
donations be made to American Cancer Society,
P.O. Box 22478, Oklahoma City, OK 73123.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Tony’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Anthon
y-Plese

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

Anthony Plese

CABERY, IL—Daniel David Welter Jr.,
"Danny Boy," 66, of Cabery, IL, passed
away Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2020 at his home.

Born Sept. 22, 1954 in Joliet, Danny
was a son of Daniel Sr., and Lorraine
(nee Schultz) Welter. He was raised and
educated in Joliet and worked as an
auto mechanic for most of his life.
Danny took great pride in working on
cars and loved any fast car or motorcy-
cle.

Survivors include two children, Daniel
D. Welter III (Hope Ames) and Iris Welter;
numerous grandchildren, as well as two broth-
ers and one sister: Raymond (Catherine) Walls,
Christine Cravens, and Matthew (Kerri) Welter.

Danny was preceded in death by his
parents, one brother, Robert Walls and

two sisters: Jacqueline Stewart and
Sherrill Mueller.

Per Danny's wishes, cremation
rites are being accorded and there are
no services planned at this time.

Family and friends may sign the
online guest book, upload photo-

graphs, and share Danny's memorial
page by logging onto:

www.BaskervilleFuneral.com
Cremation services and arrangements have

been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Daniel Welter Jr.
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WILMINGTON—Robert “Bob”
Rader, 65, of Wilmington, passed away
Monday, Oct. 12, 2020 at his home sur-
rounded by his family.

Born Oct. 12, 1955 in Joliet,
Robert Delanee was the son of Robert
and Deloris (nee Friddle) Rader. He
was raised and educated in
Wilmington. Bob was a former volun-
teer and a trustee at the Wilmington Fire
Department and was an active member of
the Wilmington Moose Lodge. On July 28,
1979 Bob married Elizabeth Boyd in the Ritchey
United Methodist Church. Bob was always
extraordinarily proud of his children and
grandchildren. He will be remembered for his
love of motorcycles, Elvis Presley, and old coun-
try music.

Survivors include his wife of 41 years, Beth;
three children: Nicholas (Kathleen) Rader and
Jacqueline (Craig) Mark, all of Wilmington and
Candace (Russell) Toler, of Braidwood; 10
grandchildren: Jacob Rader, Ashlei Rader,
Austin Rader, Jordan Rader, Braydon Mark,
Landon Mark, Adrianna Mark, Taylor Toler,
Morgan Toler, and Ryland Toler; brothers,
Donald (Debbie) Shewmake and Richard
Shewmake; sister, Judith (Red) Hall; numerous
nieces and nephews, as well as his canine com-
panion, Sassy.

Bob was preceded in death by his parents,

brother, James Shewmake and sisters:
Delores Shewmake, Patricia Welter and
Dorsalee Miley.

The family will receive friends for
a memorial visitation on Sunday, Oct.
18, 2020 at Baskerville Funeral Home,
700 E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington from
1 p.m. until the time of memorial

service at 3 p.m. At the family’s
request, face masks requirements and

measures of safe social distancing prac-
tices will be in order, and the funeral home

staff will assist the family not to exceed the safe
number set forth for the visitation.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Bob’s name to Joliet Area Community
Hospice, 250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet, IL 60431,
Joliet Oncology-Hematology Associates Ltd.,
2614 W. Jefferson St., Joliet, IL 60435, or to the
Wilmington Fire Protection District, 501 N.
Main St., Wilmington, IL 60481.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Bob’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Robert
Bob-Rader

Memorial services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington. 

Robert Rader

WISCONSIN—Patricia A. Schmetter, 84, of
Elkhorn, WI, and formerly of Wilmington
passed away Saturday, Oct. 10, 2020 at
Ridgestone Gardens of Elkhorn, WI.  

Patricia was born on May 28, 1936, daugh-
ter of Francis and Rita (Kennedy) Bell. She mar-
ried Dr. Roger Louis Schmetter on Oct. 15, 1960.
He has since past in 1985.  

Patricia worked at many different places in
her younger years, where for a time she was a
dental hygienist for her husband and also a
bookkeeper. She was an amateur interior
designer, and was skilled with the ability of tak-
ing on home projects, such as drywalling her
entire garage by herself. She also took joy in par-
ticipating for many years with the Lakeland

Players.  
Patricia is survived by her son and daugh-

ter-in-law, Eric (Michelle) Schmetter, of
Elkhorn, WI, and a host of nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her hus-
band, parents and step-mother, Frances.

A private memorial service will take place
to honor Patricia.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
in Patricia’s name to a charity of the donor’s
choice.  

Haase-Lockwood & Associates Funeral
Home and Crematory of Elkhorn is assisting the
family. An online guest registry can be found at
www.haaselockwoodfhs.com.

Patricia A. Schmetter

WILMINGTON—Charles J. Butcher, 69, of
Wilmington, passed away unexpectedly and
alongside his canine companion, Sammy, as the
result of a motor vehicle accident on Oct. 12,
2020.

Born Oct. 28, 1950 in
Joliet, Charles James was a
son of James and Thelma
(Plager) Butcher. He was
raised and educated in
Wilmington, and went on to
honorably serve in the
United States Navy. On June
12, 1982, Charles married
Catherine “Cathy” Hooper,
and together they made
their family and raised their
three daughters in
Wilmington.

Charlie was employed
with ComEd, and worked as
a Troubleman out of the
Joliet and Bradley facilities
before retiring after 30 years of service. He loved
to power parachute, and took pleasure in the
outdoors, animals of all kinds, and spending
time at the family Circle B Farm. Charlie
enjoyed traveling, especially to Arizona, and
will be remembered for his love of family, his
children, and not to forget his eclectic style.

Survivors include his wife, Cathy; three
daughters: Desiree (Matthew) Burris, of Batavia;

Jessie Butcher (fiance’ Colin Shepley), of
Bourbonnais and Olivia (Chad) Bumpous, of
Wilmington; six grandchildren: Huntley and
Monte Burris, Castiel Lemke, Landyn Shepley

and Parker and Brayden
Bumpous; one brother,
Harry (Eyvonne) Butcher,
of Wilmington and one
sister, Susan (Louis)
Matusiak, of Arizona.

Charlie was preced-
ed in death by his parents.

A private family visi-
tation and funeral will be
held. Charlie will be laid
to rest in Oakwood
Cemetery, Wilmington.

Preferred memorials
may be made as gifts in
Charlie’s memory to the
Wounded Warrior Project.

Family and friends
are encouraged to sign the

guest book, upload photographs and share
Charlies memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Charles
-Butcher

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington. 

Charles J. Butcher

An investigation is ongo-
ing into the shooting of a
Harvey man who pulled a gun
during a traffic stop by Illinois
State Police on Wednesday,
Oct. 7, at approximately 12:28
a.m.

An Illinois State Police
(ISP) District 15 Trooper con-
ducted a traffic stop at 147th
Street and Halsted Avenue in
Harvey, IL for an ILCS equip-
ment violation, no headlights.

At the request of the
trooper, the female driver, 21,
of Chicago, stepped out of the
vehicle for further investiga-
tion. A second trooper who
was also on scene was posi-
tioned on the passenger side
door of the vehicle. At this
time, the front seat male pas-
senger, Darren Green Jr, 30, of
Harvey, IL moved into the dri-
ver's seat. 

The Trooper, who was
located near the driver's side

door of the vehicle, announced
that he observed a firearm and
a brief struggle ensued to gain
control over the firearm. As the
trooper was attempting to
secure the firearm, Green
began driving the vehicle. Two
additional rear female passen-
gers, a 29-year-old of Dolton,
IL and an 8-year-old juvenile of
Matteson, IL, were able to exit
the vehicle.  

The vehicle was driven
forward by Green while drag-
ging both troopers before
striking a bus shelter and com-
ing to a stop. During this time,
the firearm discharged, and
Green was struck. Neither
trooper was struck by gun fire
nor did any trooper discharge
their duty weapon.  The other
passengers were not injured.
Both troopers were transport-
ed to a local area hospital
where they were treated and
released. Green was transport-

ed to another local area hospi-
tal and was pronounced
deceased at approximately
4:25 a.m.

Green did not have a valid
Firearm Owners Identification
Card (FOID) or Conceal Carry
License (CCL).

The trooper on the dri-
ver's side of the vehicle has
been employed with the
Illinois State Police for 11
years. The trooper on the pas-
senger side of the vehicle has
been employed with the
Illinois State Police for 11
months. 

In accordance with the
Police and Community
Relations Improvement Act (50
ILCS 727) and the Department
of State Police Law (20 ILCS
2605), Special Agents of the
Division of Internal
Investigation are investigating
these events. 

IL State Police involved in fatal shooting 

The Wilmington Garden
Club’s next meeting is planned
for Oct. 21 at 1 p.m. at the
Wilmington Park District 315
N. Water Street.  Special guest
speaker will be Nancy
Kuhajda, Will County director
of Master Gardening, and
Master Naturalist.

New members are always
welcome. For more informa-
tion call Carol at 815-476-
2469, or Judy at 815-476-1875.

Garden Club
to meet
Oct. 21

National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day is
Saturday, Oct. 24.

The Wilmington Coalition
for a Healthy Community and
the Wilmington Police
Department will offer free safe
disposal of prescription drugs
from 10 a.m. to noon in the
CVS parking lot at 1101 S.
Water St. Wilmington

Items to be accepted
include outdated and/or left-
over prescription drugs.

Dispose of
prescription
drugs safely

Grace Lutheran Church in
Wilmington is now offering
three ways to worship each
Sunday at 9 a.m.

Inside the Sanctuary: The
church has put together care-
ful protocols that must be fol-
lowed, which include: wearing
masks at all times when in the
building; taking temperatures
as people enter; entering and
exiting through certain doors
and sitting in specific places as
directed by the ushers, and
others. 

A special disinfectant
machine has been purchased
for cleaning the sanctuary
between services. One issue
might be available seating: this
will be very limited because of

the need to sit at least six feet
apart (spots are marked,
please follow them). Please do
not choose this worshipping
option if you are part of a high-
risk population.

In cars: Simply park in the
church parking lot, and tune
your FM radio to 91.7. You can
then listen to the whole serv-
ice. This worship option would
be good for those who cannot
watch online because they do
not have internet access, but
are also in a high-risk group
and cannot risk worshipping
inside (or, if we have overflow
from limited seating inside). 

Communion will be taken
out to each car, and ushers will
collect offerings if you turn

your hazard lights on!
Live online: If you are

unable to attend worship
inperson, you can still view
and participate in the service
live online. Remember that
everything you need for
Sunday worship is on the front
page of the church's website,
including a link to find the
video ("Worship with us!") and
a link to the worship bulletin
for you to download and print
beforehand ("Bulletin PDF"). 

Grace Lutheran Church's
website is www.gracewilm.
org. Be sure to have a little
bread and wine/grape juice
ready.

Grace Lutheran offers three ways to worship

The Rialto Square Theatre
and Joliet Area Historical
Museum are teaming up for a
supernaturally spectacular
outdoor movie night fundrais-
er, Fall Flicks in the Yard fea-
turing two spooky classics
from the 1980s. Beetlejuice
(1988) will be shown on
Friday, Oct. 23, followed by
Ghostbusters (1984) on
Saturday, Oct. 24. Films will be
shown on large outdoor
screen inside the walls of the
museum's Old Joliet Prison
historic site. 

The event will include
opportunities for self-guided
tours throughout the prison,
local food vendors, special
merchandise, beverage bar,
and photo ops and more. In
adherence with Phase Four
Guidelines of the State's
Restore Illinois Plan, event
seating is a numbered, demar-
cated circle in the grass. Each
circle comes with two admis-
sions, and up to 4 additional
tickets per circle may be pur-
chased. Circles will be spaced
at a minimum of eight-foot
intervals to provide for social
distancing. 

Admission is $50 for a
two-person, 8 foot circle.
Additional admissions are $20
per person  with a max of four
additional admissions per cir-
cle. Masks are required and
must be worn at all times
when outside of your circle. 
To register go to www.joliet-
prison.org or www.jolietmuse-
um.org or call 312- 978-1282

Prison
movie
night
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USDA FOREST SERVICE’S Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie
Biological Science Technician holds a fox snake on the west side
of Midewin NTP. Wu will talk about the importance of snakes to the
world's food supply and to prairie restoration in a virtual program
on Oct. 22, 7 to 8 p.m.

How are snakes involved
in the world’s food chain and
in restoring prairie? Find out
on Thursday, Oct. 22, 7 to 8
p.m. during a virtual interpre-
tive program that will be pre-
sented by Grace Wu, biological
science technician at the
USDA Forest Service’s
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie.

Wu is in her final year in
the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign Master’s
program in Natural Resources
and Environmental Science.
For two years, she collected
data for her thesis, which
focused on tallgrass prairie
restoration effects on snake
communities. On Oct. 22, she
will talk about the differences
in snake communities in
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie restoration areas. She
will tell about prairie restora-
tion effects on those commu-
nities.     

“I wrote my thesis hoping
to shed some fascinating and
surprising light on snakes,
which don’t always so readily
get the credit that they
deserve,” Wu said. “What a lot
of people don’t know is that

snakes are special and vital
animals in the food chain.
They are a mid-level predator,
meaning they eat prey, but
also can become prey. This
special role means they could
be good indicators of land
health and may be able to
shed light on prairie restora-
tion success.”

At Midewin NTP, Wu is
involved in a variety of restora-
tion activities, including pre-
scribed burning, which is an
essential restorative tool.

For two weeks this past
summer Wu was on a wildfire
assignment in Colorado. She
was part of the Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources-sponsored intera-
gency wildland fire crew that
helped fight the Pine Gulch
Fire in Grand Junction,
Colorado. The team included
other USDA Forest Service
employees and staff with The
Nature Conservancy and
IDNR.  

To register for Grace Wu’s
virtual presentation on Oct.
22, email:
SM.FS.Midewin_RSVP@usda.
gov or call: (815) 423-6370.

Learn about the 
essential role of 
snakes on Oct. 22

Action taken Thursday,
Oct. 8, by the Forest Preserve
District of Will County's Board
of Commissioners will lead to
the removal of the Hammel
Woods Dam in Shorewood.

Semper Fi Land Services
Inc. was hired to remove the
dam, WBK Engineering LLC
will oversee the work and the
Lower DuPage River Watershed
Coalition has agreed to pay for
the removal.

The removal process can-
not begin until permits for the
work have been approved by
all necessary regulatory agen-
cies.

The work will take place in
two stages with half the river
water at the project site being
drained during each phase
using water storage coffer-
dams, said Andrew Hawkins,
the Forest Preserve District's
director of planning.

If the permits are in place
this fall, the work could take
around a month because water
levels are lower, Hawkins said.
If the permits are delayed and
work begins in the spring, the
project could take longer due
to higher water levels, he
explained. Other factors also
could affect the timeline.

The portion of the stone
dam that rises above the river
bottom will be removed, but
the stone footings below the
river bottom will remain. After
the dam is taken out of the
river, natural river rocks will be
added near the banks to create
"riffles" that will oxygenate the
water. In spring 2021, native
vegetation will be planted to
stabilize the riverbank.

The work will return the
river to a more natural, health-
ier state, and it will make the
river safer for paddlers
because they will no longer
have to portage around the
dam, Hawkins said. While
there were objections in the
past to removal of the dam for

sentimental reasons, that no
longer is the case, he
explained.

"Now people seem to rec-
ognize the environmental,
health and safety benefits of
removing the dam," he said.

While the dam is being
removed, a new canoe/kayak
launch will be built down-
stream of the current launch
on the DuPage River. The old
launch will then be removed.

The Hammel Woods Dam
was built in the 1930s by
Civilian Conservation Corps
workers. The 4-foot-high con-
crete and limestone dam was
built to create a pool of water
for recreational purposes dur-
ing a time when the DuPage
River had a much lower vol-
ume of water than it does now.

In 2003, The Conservation
Foundation studied five dams
along the river, including the
Hammel Woods Dam, looking

for ways to improve the ecolo-
gy of the river. The study con-
cluded that removal of the
Hammel Woods Dam would
allow aquatic species to move
upstream and improve safety.
In 2011, the foundation com-
pleted a two-year watershed-
based plan for the DuPage
River, which led to the creation
of The Lower DuPage River
Watershed Coalition in 2012.

The coalition's goal is to
preserve and enhance water
quality in the river and its trib-
utaries. The coalition also
looks for ways to help commu-
nities along the river comply
with more stringent U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency requirements related
to wastewater treatment plants
discharging into the river. The
Forest Preserve District joined
the coalition, which is made
up mostly of municipalities
that discharge into the river,

ranging from Bolingbrook in
the north to Channahon in the
south.

In 2017, the coalition paid
for a study of the pros and cons
of either modifying or remov-
ing the Hammel Woods Dam.
Dam removal was recom-
mended, but the amount of
funding needed was not yet
available to move forward with
the plan.

In February 2019, the city
of Naperville received a new
wastewater discharge permit
from the EPA and as part of
that process, it had to pay fees
to the coalition for river-relat-
ed enhancements. That money
was earmarked for the
Hammel Woods Dam removal
and the planning process
began in spring 2019.

For more information on
the Forest Preserve District of
Will County, visit www.recon-
nectwithnature.org.

Forest preserve board takes action leading to dam removal

THE LOWHEAD DAM at Hammel Woods will be removed under safety concerns by the Will County
Forest Preserve.

During Breast Cancer Awareness
Month this October, the American Red
Cross urges eligible donors to band
together to provide hope and healing to
patients fighting cancer by giving blood or
platelets.

In appreciation, those who come to
give Oct. 15-Nov. 11 will receive a $5
Amazon.com Gift Card via email, courtesy
of Suburban Propane.

Donors are asked to make appoint-
ments by downloading the Red Cross
Blood Donor App, visiting
RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or enabling the
Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo
device. 

Donors of all blood types are urged to
help ensure a stable supply for cancer
patients and others this fall. To thank
those who come to give in October, the
Red Cross is also offering a $1,000
Amazon.com Gift Card to five lucky win-
ners.

Blood donations play a crucial role in

cancer treatment
Cancer patients undergoing surgery

and chemotherapy may require red blood
cell or platelet transfusions. In fact,
patients fighting cancer need more blood
than those with any other disease, using
nearly one-quarter of the nation's blood
supply.

The Red Cross is testing blood,
platelet and plasma donations for COVID-
19 antibodies. The test may indicate if the
donor's immune system has produced
antibodies to this coronavirus, regardless
of whether an individual developed
COVID-19 symptoms. Red Cross antibody
tests will be helpful to identify individuals
who have COVID-19 antibodies and may
now help current coronavirus patients in
need of convalescent plasma transfu-
sions.

Convalescent plasma is a type of
blood donation collected from COVID-19
survivors that have antibodies that may
help patients who are actively fighting the
virus. 

Each Red Cross blood drive and
donation center follows the highest stan-
dards of safety and infection control, and
additional precautions - including tem-
perature checks, social distancing and
face coverings for donors and staff - have
been implemented. Donors are asked to
schedule an appointment

Upcoming blood donation opportu-
nities include

Bourbonnais
Oct. 15, Oct 22, Oct. 29 and Nov. 5,

noon - 6 p.m. at the Annex, 1690
Newtowne Dr

Oct. 30, 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., Bourbonnais
Fire Department, 1080 Armour Rd.

Oct. 16,  10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Riverside
Medical Center, 350 N. Wall

Simply download the American Red
Cross Blood Donor App,
visit_RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-733-
2767.

Donate blood to help
those fighting breast cancer
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Thursday, October 15
• 6:30 p.m., Wilmington Township Board of Trustees meet-

ing, Wilmington Township Office, 120 N. Main St., Wilmington
Friday, October 16

• 4 to 5 p.m., Top Fuel Saloon Food Pantry, 275 S. Hickory St.,
Braidwood, held on the first and third Friday of each month

Saturday, October 17
• noon to 3 p.m., Braidwood Historical Society Museum

open to the public, 111 N Center St., Braidwood.
Monday, October 19

• 4 p.m. Mobile food pantry distributing food to those in
need, St. Lawrence Church, 135 Rice Rd., South Wilmington.

• 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., St. Vincent’s Table offering carryout meals
to anyone in need at Ignite Christian Church, 1180 W. 1st St.,
Braidwood

Tuesday, October 20
• 10:30 a.m., Crafts and Conversation at Grace Lutheran

Church in Wilmington. Open to public, wear a mask.
• 6 p.m., Wilmington Finance Administration & Land

Acquisition Committee meeting, Wilmington City Hall, 1165 S.
Water St., third Tuesday of each month

• 7 p.m., Wilmington City Council meeting, Wilmington City
Hall, 1165 S. Water St.

• 7 p.m., Coal City Park Board meeting at the Village Hall, 515
S. Broadway.

Wednesday, October 21
• 1 p.m., Wilmington Garden Club meeting at the

Wilmington Park District 315 N. Water Street.  Special guest
speaker will be Nancy Kuhajda, Will County director of Master
Gardening, and Master Naturalist.

•  5 p.m., Godley Public Water District meeting, Godley
Public Water District Treatment Building, 440 S. Center St.,
Godley

• 6 p.m., Custer Fire Protection District Board meeting,
Camelot Education cafeteria, 35445 S. Washington St., Custer
Park, third Wednesday of each month

• 6:30 p.m., Reed-Custer Board of Education meeting, Reed-
Custer School District Administration Center, 255 Comet Drive,
Braidwood

Thursday, October 22
• noon to 1 p.m, Grace Wu talk on snakes, virtual presenta-

tion, Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. Register by email to
sm.fs.midewin_RSVP@usda.gov or call 815-423-6370

7 p.m., Wilmington Island Park District board meeting, 315
N. Water St., Wilmington

Friday, October 23
6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Godley Ghost Ride, ages 2-12, enter south

entrance off Smith Road for drive through Halloween event.
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Wilmington Lions Club Spook, North

Island Park, Wilmington. Park on South Island and ride the
haunted shuttle.

Saturday, October 24
• 10 a.m. to noon, Wilmington Coalition for a Healthy

Community and the Wilmington Police Department will offer
free safe disposal of prescription drugs in the CVS parking lot at
1101 S. Water St. 

7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Wilmington Lions Club Spook, North
Island Park, Wilmington. Park on South Island and ride the
haunted shuttle.

Sunday, October 25
• 7 a.m. to noon, Essex Lions Club breakfast, Essex

Community Hall, 217 Paris St., Essex
Tuesday, October 27

7 p.m., Braidwood City Council meeting, city hall, 141 W.
Main St.,

Wednesday, October 28
6 p.m., Coal City School Board study session at the adminis-

tration center.
6 p.m., Wilmington Area Historical Society meeting, updates

in museum, 114 N. Main St.
7 p.m., Coal City Village Board meeting, Village Hall, 515 S.

Broadway.

Community calendar of events
To submit your event here, visit www.freepressnewspapers.com

BY RAYMON TRONCOSO
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — Several
state-regulated utilities have
voluntarily extended a morato-
rium on disconnections into
next year after requests from
the Illinois Commerce
Commission. 

The ICC announced that
Nicor Gas and Liberty Utilities
have agreed to halt shutoffs
due to missed or late payments
for all residential customers
until March 31, 2021.

Ameren Illinois, Aqua
Illinois, Illinois American
Water, Commonwealth Edison,
Peoples Gas/North Shore Gas
and Utility Services of Illinois
have agreed to delay discon-
nections to the same date for
residential customers who
qualify for Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program, or
LIHEAP, and those financially

impacted by COVID-19.
MidAmerican has extend-

ed its moratorium on shutoffs
for LIHEAP-qualified residen-
tial customers until March 31,
2021 as well, and is consider-
ing other options, according to
ICC.

To qualify for LIHEAP, res-
idential customers’ combined
household income for the 30
days prior to submitting an
application must be at or
below 200% of the federal
poverty level for their family
size. A spokesperson for the
ICC said it is strongly encour-
aging all residential customers
of the participating utilities to
call their utility to check their
eligibility. The LIHEAP applica-
tion period runs from July of
this year to June 30, 2021, or
until funding set aside for the
program is exhausted.

According to the ICC
release, residential customers

who have been impacted
financially by the COVID-19
pandemic and cannot pay
their utility bill do not need to
fill out any forms or provide
paperwork to qualify for the
moratorium. They just need to
“make the phone call and ver-
balize” their situation to
receive a delay on shutoffs if
their state-regulated utility is
participating in COVID-19
related moratoriums.

“This action will ensure a
continuation of utility service.
Deferred payment arrange-
ments are also available for
both residential and small
business customers needing
help managing their utility bill
obligation during these diffi-
cult times,” according to the
release.

On June 18, the ICC
approved a COVID-19 utility
agreement with state-regulat-
ed utilities that included the

first moratorium on shutoffs
that some utilities have since
voluntarily extended. The
agreement also included con-
sumer protections aimed at
protecting utility customers
during the coronavirus pan-
demic, such as deferred pay-
ment agreements, temporary
waivers for reconnection fees
and new deposit requirements.

“Illinois citizens are facing
extraordinary challenges due
to the pandemic. Low income
families and those impacted by
COVID-19 should not have to
fear losing basic services like
electricity, heat, or fresh
water,” Carrie Zalewski, ICC
Chairman, said in a news
release. “The voluntary actions
by these utilities will provide
our most vulnerable citizens
with some peace of mind,
especially as cold weather
approaches.”

Utilities extend shutoff moratorium to winter 2021

GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH in Wilmington
invites the public to join
in Tuesday morning
Crafts and Conversation.
From left, Diane Creed,
Pastor Kyle Johnson,
Cindy Filas, and Margaret
Bungo talk over how to
make a tied fleece throw.
If you want to get out to a
safe place to chat and
work on your craft, stop
in at Grace any Tuesday
morning at 10:30 AM.
Coffee's on!

Crafts and
Conversation
at the church
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

2nd floor 1 BR apt. for 
rent. 725 S. Broadway, 
Coal City. Same floor 
washer & dryer, 
$660/mo. plus $700 se-
curity. Price includes 
utilities. If interested call 
815-685-2919 and 
leave a message. 
ca 42b-46a

Braidwood - 2nd floor, 
two bedroom apart-
ment. $675. Tenant 
pays all utilities. Laun-
dry facilities. Security 
check, no pets, no 
smoking. 815-476-2219 
or 815-278-5350. 
cc41a-44b

Coal City, newer 2 BR, 
1 BA, eat in kitchen, 
gas heat, CA, laundry 
facility, pet friendly, am-
ple parking, close to 
schools and park, $875 
to $900/mo., 815-634-
4244. See pictures at 
www.apm4rent.com. ch 
48b-tfn

AUTOS

2014 Chevy Cruze  At-
lantis Blue.  RS pack-
age. 1.4 Turbo motor, 
sunroof, remote start, 
tires replaced (80,000 
mile, Michelin), battery 
replaced last year. Must 
see to appreciate. 
41,200 miles. Under 
Blue book value, $9500 
OBO.  Call, leave mes-
sage, text Dennis at 
815-341-0410. cc40a-43b

DUPLEX FOR RENT

Small 2 bedroom du-
plex with basement and 
garage. References 
and security deposit. 
No pets. 815-634-2282. 
ca41a-44b

FOR FREE

Free  for  the  hauling, 
horse manure, Wilming-
ton area, call 
815-931-0098. fr11a-tfn

GARAGE SALE

180 S. Railroad St., 
Braidwood, Thursday 
through Sunday, Octo-
ber 15, 16, 17, & 18 
from 8am-5pm. Tools, 
lots of misc. Too much 
to list. cc41a-42b

185 S. Primrose 
Dr.(Meadow Estates), 
Coal City, Fri., Oct. 16, 
Sat., Oct. 17 & Sun., 
Oct. 18 from 8am-5pm 
and Fri., Oct. 23 & Sat., 
Oct. 24 from 8am-5pm. 
Tools, Christmas items, 
clothes, household 
items and much more. 
cc42a-43b

GARAGE SALE

2445 Amber Ln, Dia-
mond, Saturday, Oct. 
17th from 8am-4pm. 
Large amount of new 
women's clothing 
(dresses/tops/leggings 
and more), thirty-one 
items, home goods, 
and more. Priced to 
sell. cc42ab

248 E. Cermak, Braid-
wood, Fri. & Sat., Oct. 
23rd & 24th starting at 
7:30am. Remodeled! 
Not large sale, but ex-
ceptional quality Pottery 
Barn furniture. Perfect 
condition ivory recliner, 
new king organic latex 
mattress with topper, 
Weather Tech, brand 
new Bali cellular sliding 
door and kitchen 
shades, & more. 

HELP WANTED

Friends Over Fifty has 
an immediate need for 
Caregivers for 24-hour 
care shifts. Our Senior 
Care Company helps 
the elderly maintain 
their independence by 
providing in-home 
companionship and 
other non-medical as-
sistance with Activities 
of Daily Living.  Train-
ing is provided as well 
as a competitive sal-
ary and employer 
matching IRA. Apply 
online today at 
https://fofseniorcare.er
sp.biz/employment or 
call 815-836-2635. 
cc41a-44b

Full-time, experienced 
Stylist wanted. Chair 
rental. Elwood, IL. 
Email inquiries/resume 
to Haircode@att.net. 
cc41b-45a

Reliable experienced 
Heating and Air Condi-
tioning Service Tech 
needed for residential 
equipment. Knowledge 
of mobile home ground 
units a plus. Wilmington 
and surrounding areas. 
Must have references 
and own transportation 
for service calls is a 
plus. Above average 
wages, mileage and 
gas reimbursed weekly. 
On-call position with the 
opportunity for bonuses 
and growth. 815-476-
6615. ch41a-42b

HELP WANTED

Joliet Optometric Prac-
tice seeks experienced 
candidate. High School 
Diploma or equivalent; 
minimum 3 years op-
tometric/optical experi-
ence. Availability to 
work most Saturdays 
and some evenings. 
Good attendance re-
cord is a must. Great 
interpersonal and cus-
tomer service skills. 
Multi task, answer 
phones to schedule pa-
tients and answer gen-
eral questions. Willing-
ness and flexibility to 
learn and adapt in a va-
riety of situations. Ea-
gerly assist others to in-
crease office efficiency. 
Check eligibility for vi-
sion and eye health in-
surances. Provide the 
most appropriate selec-
tions for the patient. 
Ability to sell premium 
lenses, glasses and 
contact lenses. Skilled 
to fit, adjust, dispense, 
and inspect glasses be-
fore dispensing. Knowl-
edge of inventory and 
product availability. De-
sire to help promotion 
and growth of the busi-
ness. Compensation 
negotiable based on 
skill level and experi-
ence. Excellent oppor-
tunity for challenge to 
build the practice, and 
as a result, your in-
come. Possible ad-
vancement to manage-
ment position. Competi-
tive wages. Resumes 
only with email ad-
dresses. Respond: ad-
forhelpwanted@yahoo.
com

HOMES FOR RENT

Coal City-135 Black-
stone. 2 BR, stove & 
fridge furnished, 
washer/dryer hookup, 
no pets, no smoking, 
$800/mo. + 1 month 
rent deposit, 
815-634-8800. ca 
41b-45a

HOUSEHOLD
GOODS

Selection of Cabin/ 
Northwoods Decor. 
Antler ceiling fan lite, 
(2) antler lamps, deer, 
duck, moose, log cabin 
items, switch plates, 
frame, pictures, metal 
art, drawer pulls. Lots 
of items to look at. If in-
terested in these type 
of items, call 
815-954-4647.
cc41b-43a

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

4 trio Purple Martin 
houses. $45 each. Call
815-302-7600. cc41b-43a

Attention crafters/ven-
dors. We have spaces 
to sell your wares. Men-
tion this ad to get half 
off first month’s rent. 
Stop in for details, 
Odds N Ends, 117 N. 
Water St., Wilmington. 
ch39a-42b

Dry, seasoned   oak 
firewood $129, cherry 
BBQ firewood $169. 
Wood racks $49, 
Camping Wood $99. 
The best firewood & 
quick, friendly service. 
815-260-0108. cc40b-48a

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

MISCELLANEOUS

Bradley Original Elec-
tric Smoker with cover. 
Electronic temperature 
setting feeds 
bisquettes. $200. 
Wooden rustic ice chest 
on legs with cast iron 
hunting dog, rifle, 
horseshoe, stars, gal-
vanized liner with drain. 
Sturdy decor and func-
tional. Holds 45 cans. 
$150. Hot water recir-
culating system, hot 
water at every tap $75. 
815-954-4647.

GET HELP
APPLYING FOR
A FOID CARD

We take color photo-
graphs for gun owners’ 
cards (FOID) for $10 
and help you complete 
the application online. 
Illinois State Police 
won’t answer the FOID 
hotline but you can 
complete your applica-
tion with our computer. 
Call for an appointment 
most days (but Tues-
days) 9a.m. to 4p.m. 
Do not wear white or 
very pale colors. Call 
815-476-7966. The 
Free Press office, 111 
S. Water St., Wilming-
ton. Please wear a 
mask.

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Large deep chest 
freezer. Works great. 
27.5 x 47 x 35". $100. 
Snow Joe Cordless 
Electric Snowblower. 
24 inch. 80 volt. 
Self-propelled. Works 
excellent, like brand 
new. $750. Taxidermy 
Mounts. (3) Buck 
whitetail deer $200 
each, full body Strutting 
Turkey on log $600, full 
body howling Coyote 
on wood pedestal $400. 
Gun Rack with 4 set of 
deer hooves. Wooden 
board with etched duck 
scene. Cabinet door 
storage. Great shape. 
$200.  Draw-tite trailer 
hitch for 2015-2020 
Nissan Murano. $80. 
Built in gas cooktop, 30 
inch, 4 burner, black, 
$125. 815-954-4647. 
cc41b-43a

Stand up walker (brand 
new) $200 obo; Drexel 
oriental entertainment 
center, coffee table, 
end table, router table 
and routers, 10-inch ra-
dial arm saw; Elwood. 
815-228-5710. ca40a-42b

Well seasoned oak fire-
wood, $100.00, face 
cord, 815-791-4596. 
ca40a-43b 

MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

2 or 3 BR mobile 
homes available for 
rent or sale.  Rent 
from $799-$899.  In-
cludes water, sewer & 
trash removal.  Please 
call & talk to Eric 
about financing op-
tions.  Call  815-237-2290
for more information. 
cc39a-46b

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

REAL ESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT GRUNDY 
COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLI-
NOIS
THE FIRST NATIONAL 
BANK OF OTTAWA
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JESSICA J. ALLEN A/K/A 
JESSICA ALLEN et al
Defendant
2020CH30
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on September 18, 2020, an 
agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
9:00 AM on November 4, 
2020, at the Grundy 
County Courthouse, 111 
East Washington Street 
front door entrance, MOR-
RIS, IL, 60450, sell at a 
public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real 
estate: Commonly known 
as 1320 W PRAIRIE 
ROAD, MAZON, IL 60444
Property Index No. 
08-29-400-002 The real 
estate is improved with a 
residence. Sale terms: 
25% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at the 
close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. 
The balance, including the 
Judicial Sale fee for the 
Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at 
the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof 
of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed 
$300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject 
property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments, or spe-
cial taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and with-
out recourse to Plaintiff 
and in "AS IS" condition. 
The sale is further subject 
to confirmation by the 
court. Upon payment in full 
of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will enti-
tle the purchaser to a deed 
to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale. The 
property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff 

makes no representation 
as to the condition of the 
property. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify 
all information. If this prop-
erty is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If 
this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part of 
a common interest commu-
nity, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments 
required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF 
YOU ARE THE MORTGA-
GOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW. You will need a 
photo identification issued 
by a government agency 
(driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in 
Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held 
at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales 
Corporation conducts fore-
closure sales. For informa-
tion, examine the court file, 
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100, 
BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876 THE JUDI-
CIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION One South Wacker 
Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, 
IL 60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE You can also 
visit The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales. CODILIS & ASSO-
CIATES, P.C. 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100 BURR 
RIDGE IL, 60527 
630-794-5300 E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 
14-20-04486 Attorney 
ARDC No. 00468002 Case 
Number: 2020CH30
TJSC#: 40-2248 NOTE: 
Pursuant to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plain-
tiff's attorney is deemed to 
be a debt collector attempt-
ing to collect a debt and 
any information obtained 
will be used for that pur-
pose. Case # 2020CH30 
I3157238. Published in the 
Free Press Newspapers 
Wed., Oct. 7, 14, and 21, 
2020.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT GRUNDY 
COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLI-
NOIS MILL CITY MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST 
2017-1, WILMINGTON 
SAVINGS FUND SOCI-
ETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRIS-
TIANA TRUST AS TRUS-
TEE
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DAVID BZDILL, AS SPE-
CIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE ESTATE OF 
LINDA M. BEAZLEY A/K/A 
LINDA BEAZLEY, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT LAW 
AND LEGATEES OF 
LINDA M. BEAZLEY A/K/A 
LINDA BEAZLEY, ALLEN 
REYNOLDS, ERIC 
BEAZLEY, LUKE 
BEAZLEY, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS De-
fendant 2019 CH 33
NOTICE OF SALE PUB-
LIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the 
above cause on August 7, 
2020, an agent for The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 9:00 AM on Novem-
ber 18, 2020, at the 
Grundy County Court-
house, 111 East Washing-
ton Street front door en-
trance, MORRIS, IL, 
60450, sell at a public sale 
to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate: 
Commonly known as 3770 
WILL COURT, MORRIS, IL 
60450 Property Index No. 
05-16-226-016 The real 
estate is improved with a 
single family residence. 
The judgment amount was 
$212,795.48. Sale terms: 
25% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at the 
close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. 
The balance, including the 
Judicial Sale fee for the 
Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at 
the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof 
of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed 
$300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject 
property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments, or spe-
cial taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and with-
out recourse to Plaintiff 
and in "AS IS" condition. 
The sale is further subject 
to confirmation by the 
court. Upon payment in full 
of the amount bid, the pur-

REAL ESTATE

chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will enti-
tle the purchaser to a deed
to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale. The
property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff
makes no representation
as to the condition of the
property. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to
check the court file to verify
all information. If this prop-
erty is a condominium unit,
the purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale, other
than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If
this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part of
a common interest commu-
nity, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee
shall pay the assessments
required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF
YOU ARE THE MORTGA-
GOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF
THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE
LAW. You will need a
photo identification issued
by a government agency
(driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry
into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in
Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held
at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales
Corporation conducts fore-
closure sales. For informa-
tion, JOHNSON, BLUM-
BERG & ASSOCIATES,
LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys,
230 W. Monroe Street,
Suite #1125, Chicago, IL,
60606 (312) 541-9710.
Please refer to file number 
19-6979. THE JUDICIAL
SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive,
24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312)
236-SALE You can also
visit The Judicial Sales
Corporation at
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day
status report of pending
sales. JOHNSON, BLUM-
BERG & ASSOCIATES,
LLC 230 W. Monroe
Street, Suite #1125 Chi-
cago IL, 60606
312-541-9710 E-Mail: ilp-
leadings@johnsonbluberg.
com Attorney File No.
19-6979 Case Number:
2019 CH 33 TJSC#:
40-2212 NOTE: Pursuant
to the Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act, you are ad-
vised that Plaintiff's attor-
ney is deemed to be a debt 
collector attempting to col-
lect a debt and any infor-
mation obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Case # 2019 CH 33
I3157931 Published in the
Free Press Newspapers,
Wed., Oct. 14, 21 and 28,
2020.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand 
Words 

Photography
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Alling Handyman 
Service

Over 30 yrs. exp., call 
Jason for all your reno-
vations or repairs, fully 
insured, fast service, 
815-263-6081. cc40a-43b

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting,welding 
repairs, seamless gut-
ters, fencing, tree re-
moval, lawn care, Com-
plete Handyman serv-
ice! Bonded and In-
sured, 20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. cc28b

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Bohac
Dirtworks
Excavating

Grading
Dozer Work

Sand * Gravel
Black Dirt

Private Ponds
and Lakes

Ditch Cleaning
Demolition 

Office:
815-458-2542

Cell Phones:
405-5981 - John

791-0153 - John Jr.
791-0750 - Justen

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc42a-42a

Deb’s Way Trucking
Gravel, dirt & sand. 6- 
wheeler loads only. Call 
or text Deb at 815-693-
5870. cc36b-49a

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. 
INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Keep your house 
cooler  in summertime 
and warmer in  the win-
ter. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 815-730-
1303. cc41b-12a

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including dry-
wall repairs, plaster re-
pairs, cracks, holes, & 
patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc40a-51b

STORAGE

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

WANTED

Illinois Classified
Advertising Network



WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM The Free Press Advocate, The Braidwood Journal, The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2020, page 13

House Republican Leader
Jim Durkin is a former prose-
cutor, and that outlook on life
has never really left him.

He's not big on a lot of
criminal justice reforms, even
standing up to his party's pres-
ident to oppose the early
prison release of former
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich.
He was staunchly opposed to
legalizing cannabis. I'm sure
that House Speaker Michael
Madigan's highly public legal
troubles grate on Durkin to no
end, as they would on almost
any former prosecutor.

So, even though Durkin's
petition which triggered the
creation of the House Special
Investigating Committee to
look into the allegations
against Madigan is steeped in
the politics of the moment (for
the obvious campaign reasons,
but also to satisfy the demands
of some of his members and
some major GOP campaign
donors who want him to get
much tougher on Madigan,
Gov. Pritzker and other
Democrats), I would argue that
his main thrust is legitimate
from his own perspective.

Even if Madigan didn't
directly engage in "conduct
unbecoming a legislator," as

the petition
alleges, people
under his control
most certainly did
say and do some
things that, if not
all illegal, are cer-
tainly distasteful
and disreputable. 

Madigan cre-
ated this environ-
ment and yet says
he cannot and
should not be held
responsible for
those acting with-
in the confines of that environ-
ment; and refuses to cooperate
with a committee that is
enshrined in the very same
rules that Madigan insists
must be approved by his mem-
bers every two years.

Leader Durkin held a press
conference last week to
express his outrage that the
investigatory committee's
chairman, Rep. Chris Welch
(D-Hillside), had delayed all
future hearings until after the
November election.

"Citizens of Illinois must
know what the single most
powerful person in the state's
role is in this scandal, this ever-
growing scandal," Durkin said.
"Illinois residents deserve so

much better and
they deserve the
truth."

"He needs to
stand up and
answer those
questions," Durkin
quoted Gov. JB
Pritzker as saying
about fellow
D e m o c r a t
Madigan, then
called on Pritzker
to "immediately
demand those
answers he has

been requesting from Speaker
Madigan or demand that he
resign immediately."

But Durkin's answer to the
press conference's very first
question demonstrated how
the demand for Madigan's tes-
timony is far more about put-
ting Madigan in a bad spot
than it is about an actual inves-
tigation.

Durkin was asked: "What
would the speaker say that he
has not already said in writ-
ing?" a question which referred
to Madigan's long, single-
spaced letter denying all alle-
gations and explaining why he
would not cooperate with the
committee, which he said was
nothing more than a political

stunt.
"Well, based on what I

know," Durkin replied, "I think
the speaker at this point, the
only thing you can say is that 'I
take the Fifth Amendment.'"

"This isn't politics,"
Durkin insisted later. But the
Leader's answer gave up the
ghost. He essentially admitted
that this demand for testimony
is about political advantage
and not a search for truth. Yes,
I know, it's all so very shocking.
Politics in a legislative commit-
tee during an election year? My
goodness, that's simply
unprecedented.

"Remember," Durkin told
reporters, "the committee's
name is the Special
Investigative Committee. The
committee has a duty and an
obligation to investigate."

OK, but forcing a televised
spectacle where almost every-
one including Durkin himself
believe that Speaker Madigan
will take the Fifth would be
more akin to a show trial than
an actual investigative hearing.
Yes, such a thing would
undoubtedly be immensely
satisfying for everyone who
despises Madigan (and that's a
very long list), but that's about
it. Durkin is doing a good job of

keeping Madigan's name out
there and putting the
Democrats on defense, but
don't hose down my shoes and
tell me it's raining.

The committee's
Republicans have requested
documents from ComEd
specifically related to testimo-
ny by the company's compli-
ance officer during its last
hearing. Fulfilling that request
should be simple and relatively
quick. 

Chairman Welch, on the
other hand, has requested
what could be thousands of
documents containing corre-
spondence between the com-
pany and just about everybody

under the Illinois political sun
going back years. That's the
ostensible reason for the hear-
ing's delay, along with the
claim that Republicans are
playing politics. Welch says it
shouldn't take long to fulfill his
request, but I still have my
doubts.

Hopefully, the Republican
request can be fulfilled and the
ComEd documents released
soon. Maybe we can get some
actual substance out of this
process going forward.

Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

Madigan created this environment, yet refuses to cooperate

Illinois gas prices have
fallen 2.9 cents per gallon in
the past week, averaging
$2.20/g Monday, according to
GasBuddy's daily survey of
4,378 stations. 

Gas prices in Illinois are
1.9 cents per gallon lower than
a month ago and stand 49.3
cents per gallon lower than a
year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois is priced at
$1.81/g today while the most
expensive is $2.89/g, a differ-
ence of $1.08/g. The lowest

price in the state Monday is
$1.81/g while the highest is
$2.89/g, a difference of
$1.08/g.

The national average
price of gasoline has fallen 1.1
cents per gallon in the last
week, averaging $2.16/g. The
national average is down 1.8
cents per gallon from a month
ago and stands 47.2 cents per
gallon lower than a year ago.

Neighboring areas and
their current gas prices:Peoria-
$2.33/g, down 0.9 cents per
gallon from last week's
$2.34/g.St. Louis- $1.95/g,

down 1.5 cents per gallon from
last week's $1.96/g.
Champaign- $2.17/g, down 1.4
cents per gallon from last
week's $2.18/g.

"Average gasoline prices
largely remain rangebound as
the tug of war between market
forces continues to keep prices
confined near current levels,"
said Patrick De Haan, head of
petroleum analysis for
GasBuddy. 

"On one side, the coron-
avirus situation would be
pulling prices down as year-to-
date gasoline demand stands

some 13% lower than last year,
but on the positive side is the
possibility of economic stimu-
lus that could boost house-
holds ahead of the election if
the two parties can manage to
agree. For now, with little
action on either issue, oil mar-
kets are seeing a good amount
of speculation and seesawing,
and that will continue until we
have a clear answer on
whether Washington will
deliver more economic aid to
hard hit Americans."

Illinois gas prices falling
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Village of Elwood
Annual Treasurer’s Report

April 30, 2020
Capital Non-Major

Deer Run Construction Governmental
General TIF Bond Funds

5/1/2019 . . . . . . . . . . 2,306,730 . . . (106,577,738) . . . . . 7,338,905 . . . . . . . 2,166,923
Revenues . . . . . . . . . 3,882,615 . . . . . 9,978,163 . . . . . 3,538,331. . . . . . . . . 105,974
Expenses . . . . . . . . (3,618,584) . . . . (26,744,583). . . . (1,013,728) . . . . . . (1,018,301)
Transfer In/(Out) . . . . . 659,243 . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . (1,579,227). . . . . . . . . 920,034
4/30/2020 . . . . . . . . . 3,230,004 . . . (123,344,158) . . . . . 8,284,281 . . . . . . . 2,174,630

Revenue Summary
Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/2020

Taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,723,698
Intergovernmental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 532,313
Charges for Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941,278
Licenses & Permits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,773,851
Fines & Forfeits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210,975
Interest Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210,774
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112,194
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,505,083

Compensation for Personnel
Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/2020

Gross Earnings under $25,000 Gross Earnings $25,001 - $50,000
Bechtold, N Crane, T
Berscheid, J Paris, T
Bertucci, J Rodgers, M

Compensation for Personnel

Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/20
Gross Earnings under $25,000 Gross Earnings $25,001 - $50,000
Ciuffini, K Swabowski, S
Couch, F Winters, P
Day, A Gross Earnings $50,001 - $75,000
Day, R Day, R
Deklerk, A Doden, B
Hnetkovsky, B Lightfoot, R
Jenco, D Murphy, M
Kerrigan, R Starkey, S
Lab, D Yakich, D
Lande, B Gross Earnings $75,001 - $100,000
LaPaglia, D Adams, N
Lopez, M Anderson, E
Maas, T Friebele, J
Matichak, M Jaburek, K
Melhan, J Lohmar, A
Meyers, S Vandal, N
Pohlman, J Gross Earnings over $100,000
Rocha, C Anderson, A
Schmidt, R Hayes, F
Sedlacek, P Hartley, J
Varman, M Lohmar, L
Varman, N Wright, E
Winters, R
Zimmerman, S

Village of Elwood’s annual treasurer’s report

PUBLIC NOTICE

A & A Attractions . . . . . . . . . . $ 12,452.00
Aaron Flood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,000.00
Aclara Technologies LLC. . . . . $ 6,273.04 
AFLAC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 23,709.20
Allegiant Fire Protection. . . . . . $ 3,351.98
ALM Lawncare. . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,873.00
Altorfer Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 13,844.01
Amalgamated Bank . . . . . . . $ 967,484.80 
Anixter Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 16,652.64
Anthony Foth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,574.90 
Applied Concepts. . . . . . . . . . $ 15,086.00
Austin Tyler Construction Inc $356,111.54
Axon Enterprise Inc . . . . . . . . . $ 5,596.40
B&F Construction Code Service Inc

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $38,575.77
Bank of New York . . . . . . $ 9,883,505.70 
Bank Card Processing . . . . . . $ 83,721.41 
Baxter & Woodman Inc . . . . $ 255,509.75 
BNSF Railway Company . . . . $ 16,866.00 
Bond Trust Services Corp . . $ 330,435.00 
Bruns & McDonnell . . . . . . . . . $ 3,000.00 
CallOne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 15,219.00
Camz Equipment Inc . . . . . . . $ 10,315.00 
Cargill Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 46,317.04 
CDS Office Systems . . . . . . . $ 12,514.00
Christopher Rocha. . . . . . . . . . $ 2,500.00
Civic Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 10,099.00 
Commonwealth Edison Co . . $ 67,301.63 
Concentric Integration . . . . . . $ 40,354.78
Construction by Camco . . . . $ 75,295.00 
Copperfield Communications. $ 36,473.80 
Core & Main LP . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,501.59
Cresecent Electric Supply Co . $ 6,042.08 

Currie Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 76,174.54
Dearborn Life Insurance Co . . $ 4,371.39 
Delta Industries . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,781.03
D'Orazio Ford . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 15,507.86
Dynegy Energy Services . . $ 100,703.49 
Elan City Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5,829.00
Elwood Fire Protection . . . . . $ 10,839.42 
Elwood School . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9,619.41
F.N. Cuthbert Inc . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,179.97
Feece Oil Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 54,980.80
Fleet Safety Supply . . . . . . . $ 18,804.13
Full Circle K9 Solutions . . . . . $ 2,560.80
GFC Leasing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,785.55 
Glatfelter Public Practice . . . . $ 95,780.00 
Grainger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,328.53
Hawkins Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,824.20
Health Care Service Corp . . $ 256,978.22
Hinckley Spring Water Co . . . . $ 2,993.56
Honda of Joliet. . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,763.45
Illinois EPA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 10,000.00
Illinois Public Risk Fund. . . . . $ 54,872.00
Illinios State Police. . . . . . . . $ 137,263.75
IMRF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 216,101.49
Internal Revenue Service . . . . $ 4,108.80
J Lucas & Sons Paving . . . . . $ 36,565.60
Jarson Corporation . . . . . . . . . $ 3,000.00
JCM Uniforms . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,139.55
Kiesler's Police Supply . . . . . . $ 2,619.38
Kuypers Brothers Inc . . . . . . . . $ 5,620.00
Lakeshore Beverage . . . . . . . . $ 4,306.75
Lauterbach & Amen. . . . . . . . $ 19,750.00
Lexipol LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5,718.00
Lori Jenco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5,365.20

Lower DesPlaines Watershed Group 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,558.33

Mad Bomber Fireworks Prod. . $ 5,000.00
Mahoney, Silverman & Cross Ltd

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $192,537.03
Marino Truck & Equipment . . $ 22,524.03
Menards Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 14,940.75
Mesirow Ins Services Inc . . . . $ 2,602.00
Metalline Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 7,956.00
Metropolitan Alliance of Police $ 3,268.00
Minit Mart LLC . . . . . . . . . . . $ 146,500.00
Morton Salt Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . $ 19,247.53
Nationwide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8,473.38
Neofunds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 7,000.00
Nicor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 15,451.58
Nitel Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,593.80
Northwestern University . . . . . $ 4,000.00
Norwalk Tank Co . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,460.22
Paychex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,794.03
Pest Outpost LLC . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,565.40
Poehner, Dillman & Mahalik Inc

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 12,322.50
Pomp's Tire Service Inc . . . . . $ 6,870.89
PreCise MRM LLC . . . . . . . . . $ 4,150.00
Principal Life Insurance . . . . $ 17,544.74
PT Ferro Construction Co . . . $ 34,237.54
Public Safety Direct Inc . . . . . $ 3,859.70
Ray O'Herron Co Inc . . . . . . . $ 9,174.04
Reasonable Tree Experts . . . . $ 6,275.00
Reinders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,681.74
Rental Max . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,825.73
Road Safe Traffic Systems Inc $ 3,137.12
S&P Global Ratings . . . . . . . $ 12,250.00

SA-SO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 16,111.89
Sherwin Williams . . . . . . . . . $ 15,224.54
Staples Advantage . . . . . . . . . $ 6,387.43
Stoller International . . . . . . . . . $ 5,094.13
Suburban Elevator Company . $ 3,116.15
Suburban Laboratories . . . . . . $ 3,830.50
Synagrow Central LLC . . . . . $ 14,527.74
Taylor Ford of Manteno . . . . $ 71,843.17
Teamsters -Local 179 . . . . . . . $ 4,128.00
Terrain Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8,460.87
Tracy, Johnson & Wilson . . . . $ 6,000.63
Traffic Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5,090.25
Tri-County Stockdale . . . . . . . $ 4,938.00
Uline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,575.59
Underground Pipe & Valve . . . $ 2,648.40
USA Blue Book . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,213.24
Utility Pipe Supply Inc . . . . . . . $ 5,474.21
Velocity Technology . . . . . . . $ 94,526.97
Verizon Wireless . . . . . . . . . . $ 11,432.80
Vesitron Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9,274.00
Vortex Technologies Inc . . . . . $ 2,550.00
Waste Management . . . . . . $ 207,876.06
WatchGuard Video . . . . . . . . $ 16,140.00
Water Resources Inc . . . . . . . $ 6,558.64
Welsch Ready Mix Inc . . . . . . $ 3,540.88
Wescom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 145,201.92
Will County Governmental League 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,551.72
Wilmington Overhead Door . . . $ 3,622.50
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Vendor Payments over $2,500 Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/20

Attorney Lynch files
Spotofora estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JACK SPOTOFORA, JR, Deceased; No.
20P724

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Jack Spotofora, Jr. Letters of
Office were issued to Candice Setina
whose address is 1506 Catherine Street,
Joliet, Illinois 60435, as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 7th
day of April, 2021, or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered by
claimant to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Jack Spotofora,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, October 7, October
14 and 21, 2020.

Attorney Lynch files
Stonitsch estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Diane L. Stonitsch, Deceased; No. 20 P
728

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Diane L. Stonitsch. Letters of
Office were issued to Rita Saxon,  whose
address is 425 Apollo Drive, Joliet, Illinois,
60435, as Independent Administrator,
whose attorney of record is Jennifer M.
Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi & Lynch,
L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet, Illinois
60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 30th
day of March, 2021, if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Diane L. Stonitsch,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, September 30,
October 7 and 14, 2020.

Attorney Lynch files
Newcomb estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Steve E. Newcomb, Deceased; No. 20 P
721

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to creditors of the
death of Steve E. Newcomb. Letters of
Office were issued to Gary R. Newcomb,
whose address is 2730 Flora Hills Drive,
Cape Giradeau, Missouri, 63701, as
Independent Administrator, whose attor-
ney of record is Jennifer M. Lynch of June,
Prodehl, Renzi & Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black
Road, Joliet, Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 30th
day of March, 2021, if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Steve E. Newcomb,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, September 30,
October 7 and 14, 2020.

Attorney Lynch files
Day estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BONNIE DAY, Deceased; No. 20 P 723

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to creditors of the
death of Bonnie Day. Letters of Office were
issued to Amelia L. Johnson whose
address is 20 Abbeywood Drive,
Romeoville, Illinois 60446, as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 30th
day of March, 2021, if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Bonnie Day,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, September 30,
October 7 and 14, 2020.

Attorney Lynch files
Schulte estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
GLEN W. SCHULTE, Deceased; No. 20 P
727

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Glen W. Schulte. Letters of Office
were issued to Gregory S. Schulte whose
address is 26442 Melissa Drive,
Channahon, Illinois 60410, as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 30th
day of March, 2021, if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Glen W. Schulte,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, September 30,
October 7 and 14, 2020.

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

Neighbors near
County and Shakespear
streets may have been puz-
zled last week when driv-
ing by the home of Kim
and Gerry Jansen.

One day there were
workers up on ladders
painting their Wilmington
home. The next day there
were skeltons on the lad-
ders, holding paint buckets
and brushes, finishing the
job.

Their impromptu hal-
loween display created a
few laughs, especially for
painter Bill Shorkey who
was contracted to do the
job.

Was it a hint that he
was taking too long to do
the job or just a timely dis-
play in the spirit of
Halloween?

“It was done strictly
with Halloween in mind,”
Kim chuckled. “Honestly, I
saw it on Pinterest and it
was perfect since we were
having the house painted.”

She said it was fun
seeing the reaction from
those passing by. Even little
kids on bikes were stop-
ping to take a peak.

Kim said the skeletons
were a recent purchase
(note: no skeletons in the
closest here) and she had
yet to give them a name.

“We haven’t gotten
that attached yet but
they’ve been fun so far,”
she said.

The Jansens used the
skeletons a couple of
weeks earlier on their front
porch when one was
dressed as a Cubs fan, the
other a Cardinals fan, each
waiting for a  World Series
championship.

Skeleton crew

Photo by Eric Fisher

GUARANTEED NOT to go on strike, a new paint crew
showed up last week at the home of Gerald and Kim
Jansen in the 600 block of County Road., Wilmington. The
Halloween decorations are in contrast to the live crew
painting their house.

BY BRIDGET KNOWLES
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

Each week the Free
Press Advocate features
Wilmington seniors from
the Class of 2021.
Wilmington senior high-
lighted this week is Payton
Koopman,

Payton Koopman
What do you plan to

pursue upon graduation? I
plan to go to college and
become a physician assis-
tant. 

Do you have a hobby
you’re good at?  I love to
show my horse and plan to
be on an equestrian team in
college.

What is one thing most
people don’t know about
you? I failed my driving test
before I made it out of the
parking lot.

During the home quar-
antine I did a lot of... home
improvements. 

What is your favorite
thing to eat? Anything
seafood 

I want to give a shout
out to (favorite staff mem-
ber)... Ivanoff because he is
just one cool cat.

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why? Ruth Bader

Ginsburg because I need
legal advice.

If you could create a
class, what would it be?
Marrying rich 101

Funniest memory from
high school? When the boys
in my grade wore cheerlead-
ing uniforms and did a rou-
tine in front of the whole
school. 

What advice would you
give to underclassmen? If
you don’t enjoy what you do,
it’s time to make a change. 

WHS senior 
of the week

PAYTON KOOPMAN

BY BRIDGET KNOWLES 
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

September and October  are used to
recognize childhood and breast cancer.
Childhood cancer only receives four per-
cent of the money raised for cancer
research. 

Last year, Wilmington High School’s
Volley for a Cure fundraiser made nearly

$16,000. This year, in place of the Volley for
a Cure fundraiser, the school is hosting an
online fundraiser. 

Items available in the fundraiser
include t-shirts, long sleeve shirts, hood-
ies, and baseball tees. The purchase of
these items will help support this cause.
One hundred percent of the proffits will
be donated to Children’s Cancer Therapy
Development institute. 

You can find the link to the online

website in the news section of the high
school’s website. The deadline to pur-
chase an item is Saturday, Oct. 17 at mid-
night, and the items will be delivered on
Nov 4. 

The school hopes to spread Megan
Bugg’s message  of  “More than 4,” which
refers to the fact that childhood cancer
only receives four percent of the money
raised for cancer research. 

‘More than 4’ fundraising
campaign to end Saturday

BY BRIDGET KNOWLES 
WHS STUDENT REPORTER 

On Friday Oct. 2, the WHS
band put on a performance at
the high school practice field
for close friends and family. 

Did you miss the perfro-
mance? The video is posted on
youtube for anyone to watch.

Search Wilmington CUSD
209u video channel on
youtube. The video is titled
Marching Band 10/2/2020. 

The band performed
Wilmington’s school song,
Sweet Caroline, and Uma
Therman. They were led by
drum majors Eren Overmyer
and Emily Dooley. 

Band’s performance
uploaded to YouTube

Mon., Oct. 19: Cocoa Puffs, Cinnamon Goldfish, fruit
punch, choice of milk

Tues., Oct. 20: Banana Muffin, Mandarin Oranges, choice
of milk

Wed., Oct. 21: Froot Loops, Honey Grahams, grape juice,
choice of milk

Thu., Oct. 22: Parfait cup (yogurt, blueberries, granola),
choice of milk

Fri., Oct. 23: Cinnamon Pop Tart, Keebler Grahams, grape
juice, choice of milk

Daily milk choices are fat free chocolate or 1% white milk.

Breakfast at school

Mon., Oct. 19: mexican
straw hat, refried beans, salsa,
pears, choice of milk

Tues., Oct 20: cold roast
beef wrap, cheese hash brown,
mandarin oranges in Jell-o,
choice of milk

Wed., Oct. 21: pizza, veg-
gie/Ranch, mixed fruit, choice
of milk

Thu., Oct. 22: chicken
noodle, romaine salad, roll
and butter, strawberry cup,
choice of milk

Fri., Oct. 23: teriyaki
chicken, garden veggie rice,
sugar snap peas, pineapple,
choice of milk

Daily milk choices are fat
free milk and 1% white milk. 

Lunch
this week
in 209-U

The St. Rose Council of Catholic Women resumed its regu-
lar meeting schedule on the first Monday of each month this
month. The next meetings are scheduled for Nov. 2 and Dec. 7 at
7 p.m. in the school gym.

Please enter at the rear outside door of the gym for check-
in procedures. All current safety precautions will be observed
and enforced.

The 2021 dues of $5 and Silent Smorgasbord donations are
due now. If unable to attend, your dues and donation can be
dropped in the collection basket or mailed to the parish office
cleared marked C.C.W.

St. Rose C.C.W. meetings 

SEND SCHOOL
NEWS TO

news@fpnusa.com
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BY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

The Illinois High School
Association sports medicine
advisory told the Chicago
Tribune Thursday that it’s pos-
sible that basketball players
will have to wear masks in
order to have a 2020-2021 sea-
son.

The reaction from local
coaches is that if masks have to
be worn in order to get the sea-
son rolling, then so be it. 

Reed-Custer girls basket-
ball coach Shelby Zwolinski
said her players are strong-
willed and have been wearing

masks every day during school.
“Our girls have been work-

ing hard with masks on after
school,” said Zwolinski. “They
have done a great job and put
in a lot of effort. It will definite-
ly be difficult playing in a game
with a mask but it’s doable. If
that’s what it is going to take to
let our student athletes partici-
pate in athletic contests, then
they will commit and play their
hardest.”

Coal City boys basketball
coach Glenn Pacek said he
won’t be surprised if there is a
mask mandate.

“If they’re forced to wear
masks all day, I can’t imagine

them saying, ‘take off the mask
to play the game,” said Pacek.

Pacek notes that games
played while wearing a mask
will end up different than
under normal conditions.

“You’ve got to be in really
good shape to play the game. If
you have to wear a mask, it
becomes even more challeng-
ing on you as an athlete,” Pacek
said. “But wearing a mask is
better than not having a sea-
son at all. Even if I have to sub-
stitute players more often,
which is probably what it’s
going to take, I’d like to have a
season and so would the
kids,”the coach said.

“I can understand the dis-
comfort for kids in wearing
masks that are only going for
an hour. Basketball is not an
easy sport to play cardiovascu-
lar-wise even without having
to wear a mask.”

Wilmington girls basket-
ball coach Eric Dillon says his
players are getting used masks
just by attending school. Still,
he’s not worried of them going
too far.

“I’m not really worried
about that,” said Dillon. “The
girls know their bodies and if
they feel like they’re at that
point, they’re going to say
something and they’re going to

sub themselves out. So I’m not
really worried about them run-
ning themselves into the
ground.” 

In the Tribune article Dr.
Prestin Wolin said the idea is
currently being considered by
the Illinois Department of
Health, who still has restric-
tions on high school and youth
sports.

Basketball is considered as
a medium risk for virus trans-
mission which means schools
can compete against one
another but competitions
against other teams is current-
ly prohibited. 

This poses a problem for

the basketball season set to
start Nov. 16.

In four neighboring states,
fall high school sports were
allowed with reduced sched-
ules. Illinois bumped  fall
sports, with the exception of
golf, tennis and cross country
to spring. So far there has not
been a ruling for how winter
sports will be handled.

Illinois High School
Association Executive Director
Craig Anderson told the
Tribune he prefers that masks
be optional for players.

A decision may be know
within a couple of weeks.

Sports with masks are better than none at all

BBY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

With 706 wins over 72
years, the Wilmington boys
basketball program  is high-
lighted by five regional cham-
pionships, two in the last 20
years.

While many will argue that
Wilmington’s sport of choice is
football over basketball, it

doesn’t mean basketball hasn’t
had its share of standout ath-
letes.

This week, The Free Press
Advocate unveils the best bas-
ketball players who made the
record book.

The Wildcat to score the
most points in a season is Dan
O’Leary, who put up a jaw-
dropping 611 points during his
senior year, making him

Wilmington’s leader during the
2000s. 

O’Leary finished his
Wildcat career with 1,040
points, becoming one of eight
Wilmington athletes, male and
female, to reach 1,000 points.

O’Leary was one of the big
reasons the ‘Cats won 12
games that year. He had a long
string of games where he had
over 20 points and some when

he tallied 30. His best game
was 34 points.

Behind him on the list is
Matt Russell, who played over
100 consecutive games in high
school and in that time, he
scored 963 points, just shy of a
spot in the 1,000 Club.

Russell was an important
part of a 2009 team that went
16-13 which was their best
record since Mike Cluver had
control of the team during the
1987-88 season when
Wilmington won a regional
title with a 17-11 record.

In 2008-09, the ‘Cats were
just outside of a regional title
victory, dropping a tough game
to Herscher, 44-42.

Russell’s highest scoring
game was when he put up 22
points.

A teammate of Russell’s,
Ty Anderson, is third on the
points list, scoring 728 points
from 2008-11, including 368 in
his senior season. 

Anderson had a big part in
a 2009-10 Wildcat team that
went 19-8, losing to the Bishop
McNamara Irish, 63-51 during
the regional championship
game. 

Anderson’s highest scoring
game was when he put up 27 in
his junior year.

Joey Flannery comes in
fourth on the points list as he
put up 708 points from 2016-
2018, including 377 points dur-
ing his senior season. 

Flannery aided a
Wilmington team that won
seven games.

Flannery’s best game was
a 34-point game during his
junior season. 

Behind him is teammate,
Matteo Lombardi, who played
with Flannery for both sea-
sons, and the two were a one-
two punch in a lot of cases. 

During their time togeth-
er, they won 11 games. 

Lombardi finished his
Wilmington career, pouring in
602 points over a two-season
span. He put up 318 points
during his senior season to fin-
ish it off on a high note.

Also mentioned on the
points list for the 2000’s are:
Nick Anderson (539, 2009-12),
Andy Crutchfield (499, 2007-
10), Jake Van Duyne (453, 2007-
10), Pat Sweeney (440, 2004-06)
and Robert Van Duyne (315,
2016-18).

Best at rebounds
Who was the best overall

rebounder at Wilmington?
That would be Flannery,

who averaged a double-double
a game during his junior sea-
son on into his senior season.
He picked up over 260 boards
during his junior season, the
best mark. 

The second best mark was
from O’Leary, who didn’t aver-
age a double-double like
Flannery did but he still pulled
down rebounds left and right,
scoring over 20-30 points a
game in the process. 

O’Leary finished the 2012
season with 143 boards.
O’Leary’s best rebounding
game was when he collected 18
boards in a double-double
effort.

Crutchfield also pulled
down 133 boards during the
2009 season, including a three-
game stretch where he cor-
ralled at least 10 rebounds.

Behind him is the Toronto
Blue Jays starting pitcher and
former Wildcat point guard
Tanner Roark, who corralled
127 rebounds during the 2005
season.

Josh Bluidzius collected 77
rebounds during the 2006 sea-
son to round out the top

rebounders.
Best perimeter shot
Russell had the best three

point shot for Wilmington as
along with his near 1,000
points, he drained 155 three-
pointers.

He had multiple games
where he drained three treys in
a game and a handful where he
hit four threes during a single
game. 

Just to illustrate how good
that number is, the next guy
behind him was Ben Kreitz,
who sank 41 three balls from
2018-20.

Behind him was Del Lacy,
who knocked down 24 from
2005-07 to round out the list. 

For the Record: WHS best at boys basketball

File Photo
WILMINGTON 2012 GRADUATE Nick Anderson is fifth on the all-time points list, scoring 559 from
2010-12.

File Photo

DAN O’LEARY is Wilmington’s point leader after putting up over

1,000 points from 2011-13.

Pitchers are a special breed, and
as such they require preparation that
is quite different from other athletes.

But while the arm is the main
focus of attention for everyone
watching the pitcher, the whole body
and its development goes into every
pitch that leaves his hand. Young
pitchers, in particular, along with
their parents often face confusion
when deciding how to properly con-
dition the pitcher’s body.

Many who pitch don’t go about
their conditioning the correct way,
and common misconceptions about
it can stop pitchers short of their
potential, says Ron Wolforth, a long-
time pitching trainer who is founder
of Texas Baseball Ranch and author
of ”Pitching with Confidence: A
Parent’s Guide To Giving Your Elite
Pitcher An Edge.”

“Parents need to educate them-
selves and their athletes on proper
conditioning and training specific to
pitchers,” Wolforth says. “There are
important things they and their kids
can learn about how conditioning for
a pitcher needs to be markedly differ-
ent relative to athletes in other sports.

“Unfortunately, most baseball
training falls way short in terms of
being tailored to specific skill require-
ments. For example, too many are
thrown in the weightlifting room with
everybody else, and little attention is
paid to the balance and structural
alignment necessary.”

Wolforth offers these points that
parents need to know about the con-
ditioning of their pitcher:

Assessment—Before beginning
conditioning, Wolforth recommends
finding a well-qualified physical ther-

apist for an assessment of the pitcher. 
“Seek out a PT who is certified to

perform a Functional Movement
Screening,” Wolforth says. “You as a
parent want to know where your ath-
lete may have possible limitations.
How is their flexibility, stability, and
other physical factors? After the
assessment, request corrective exer-
cises to take home regarding any lim-
itation they find.”

Strength and mobility/flexibili-
ty—“You want to create a very specif-
ic type of strength and mobility/flexi-
bility,” Wolforth says. “Every sport is
unique in its requirements. A pitch-
er’s strength, balance, symmetry and
structural alignment are absolutely
critical. Because pitchers have to
decelerate, developing parts of the
pitcher’s body that slow down the arm
actually may be more important in

some cases than developing parts
that speed up the body.”

Weightlifting—“Over 75 percent
of high school players that I have wit-
nessed were not ready for squats in
the weight room,” Wolforth says. 

“Over 80 percent of all athletes
who I observe can’t do 10 consecutive
perfect pushups. Yet we funnel all
these athletes into the same weight
room, give them the exact same work-
out, and attempt to build strength.
Adding strength in the wrong area is a
bad idea. Follow the assessment and
steer clear of any outside person who,
without assessing the athlete, offers
definitive answers on your athlete’s
strength development.”

Running—Wolforth says long-
distance running for conditioning
reduces mobility and is a wrong fit for
pitchers, yet many do it. 

“Baseball pitchers need strength
and stamina, but they will not get the
specific strength and stamina they
need by running long distance,”
Wolforth says. “The physical act of
pitching a baseball is accomplished
in less than two seconds. The athlete
then has roughly 20 seconds to recov-
er before repeating the explosion.
Short sprints of 10-25 yards with 20-
60 seconds of rest between reps are
far superior to long, slow jogging.”

“Remember, pitchers don’t need
the endurance of a marathon runner
or an aerobics instructor,” Wolforth
says. “They don’t need to focus on
bulking up their arms. Proper condi-
tioning is about bringing harmony to
all the body parts combined in pitch-
ing, and it’s a process that evolves as
the young pitcher’s body changes.”

What parents need to know about the proper conditioning of their pitcher
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BY SHAWN LONG
STAFF WRITER

The Wilmington golfers
had their season come to an
end on Wednesday as they
were unable to advance fur-
ther than the Grant Park
Regional. 

As a team, the ‘Cats (2-8)
placed sixth with an overall
score of 399.

Despite the loss, Wildcat
coach Mike Wilson was proud
of his golfers.

“It was a great season and
it was a pleasure coaching this
group,” said Wilson. “They
improved every step of the
way.”

Reed-Custer was fifth with
398 points while Beecher won
the competition, boasting a
score of 347.

Colin James was
Wilmington’s best overall
golfer, shooting a 93 and he
was just two strokes outside
the score needed to advance.

The Wildcats also had Jake
Castle shoot a 97, leaving him
six strokes shy of the magical
number. 

Zach Welsh rounded out
Wilmington’s top golfers as he
shot a 102.

The ‘Cats finish their sea-
son with two wins, getting past
their plateau as a year ago they
were without a win.

Wilmington’s top golfer
was James as he stayed consis-
tent, averaging a score of 43 all
season. 

Behind him freshman Jake
Castle averaged 48.

Zach Welsh was just
behind Castle, averaging a 49
in his time at the golf course. 

Taden Yakima rounded

out the top four high shooters,

averaging a 52 in 2020.

Wildcat golfers just strokes 
away from sectional qualification

Photos by Shawn Long

PUTTING FOR THE Wildcats is Colin James during a home match at Cinder Ridge Golf Course. 

Photos by Shawn Long

WATCH IT GO–Wilmington freshman Jake Castle watches his ball after teeing off during Thursday’s

match at High Point Golf Course.
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