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STAFF REPORT

Two Wilmington police officers
were treated for smoke inhalation
after responding to a weekend fire at
an apartment complex on First Street.

The incident happened in the
early morning hours of Saturday, Oct.
8.

The Wilmington Police
Department and the Wilmington Fire
Protection District responded to a

structure fire at a multi-unit apart-
ment complex in the 300 block of N.
First Street. While en route to the
scene, dispatch advised of heavy
smoke emitting from an apartment
and the fire originated from a bed-
room.

According to a release from the
WPD, Officers Curtis Knippen and
Eric Runions were first on scene.

“Displaying exceptional and
brave action, risking life or bodily
injury in performance of duty, [the

officers] ran inside of the burning
building and began evacuating ten-
ants from adjacent apartments,” the
release stated. “None of the tenants
sustained any life-threatening
injuries as a direct result of the gallant
efforts of both officers.”

Officers Knippen and Runions
were each treated from smoke inhala-
tion and subsequently released at the
scene.

While conducting fire suppres-
sion duties, Wilmington Fire

Protection District personnel were
alerted to an occupant still inside
their apartment.

Forced entry was made into the
second-floor apartment window and
the occupant was rescued via ladder
after the tenant’s normal means of
egress from the apartment were cut
off by heat and smoke conditions as a
result of the fire.

In a joint statement, Fire Chief
Tim Zlomie and Police Chief Joseph
Mitchell stated that “our strong part-

nership of collaboration and training
led to a response that ensured no
casualties were the result of the fire.”

Residents displaced by the fire
were temporarily relocated to the
ESDA building for shelter and assist-
ed by the Red Cross.

The cause of the fire is under
investigation by the Wilmington Fire
Protection District.

Officers treated on scene after fire rescue

Record attendance for Autumn Festival of Crafts

Photos by Eric Fisher

THE AUTUMN FESTIVAL OF
CRAFTS organized by the
Wilmington Chamber of
Commerce attracted over
1,700 visitors Sunday to the
North Island Park in
Wilmington. That’s nearly
one–third more than last
year during the second
annual event. In addition to
48 vendors there was pump-
kin decorating for kids, food
trucks, and games for youth
as the weather made for a
perfect event. At right, Cylee
Fuller Ragan holds what Ike
Widner said could be the
winning button in the
Wilmington Chamber Fall
Festival split the pot button
drawing held Sunday on the
North Island Park. Winner of
button #257 claimed the
prize money. Ragan and
Widner volunteered under
the Chamber tent during the
second annual event.

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

On an unseasonably
warm February day nearly 140
years ago, as the winter snow-
fall was melting quickly, a
group of miners headed off for
their daily routine inside the
Diamond No. 2 Coal Mine.

But after the men

descended into the mineshaft
on Feb. 16, 1883, disaster
struck, as standing water from
the melted snow swept into
the mineshaft, quickly flood-
ing the mine and trapping and
killing 74 of the 185 miners
who went to work that day.

After the tragedy, only 28
bodies were recovered, with
the remaining victims left to

rest in the mine forever.
In 1898, a monument was

erected to remember the men
who perished in the disaster.
And in 1926, the Braidwood
Homecoming Committee
dedicated a plaque to those
victims at the site.

Now, 96 years since those
names were first displayed at
the memorial along Route 113

in Diamond, the plaque has
been refreshed so those vic-
tims can continue to be
remembered.

Braidwood resident
Adam Beaty operates The
Memorial Guardian, a clean-
ing, restoration and preserva-

Diamond Mine Disaster monument shines once again

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The Wilmington City
Council will consider a new
ordinance to allow for local
historic landmark designa-
tions, following a few tweaks to
the original draft of the ordi-
nance at the request of the
city’s Planning and Zoning
Board.

Commissioners from the
zoning board first reviewed a
draft copy of the proposed
ordinance in September. The
ordinance would allow the city
to designate properties, sites,
structures, statues or other
items in the city as historical
landmarks.

The planning and zoning
board continued the public
hearing from September to the
Oct. 6 meeting, asking for a few
clarifications in the text.
Namely, the participation of
the property owner prior to
any designation being made.

The ordinance sets forth
several steps for the designa-
tion of local historic land-
marks.

Per the proposal, any per-
son, group, group of persons,
association, the commission,
or the city council may insti-
tute a request for a historic
landmark designation for any
structure or site in the city
which may have historic sig-
nificance.

Designation would first go
before the Planning and

Zoning Board, which would
provide notice to the property
owner, and give them the
opportunity to be heard at a
public hearing.

The board will recom-
mend approval or denial of
designation as a public land-
mark, but the final decision
will be left to the City Council.

One change added to the
proposal since it was first
introduced last month is that
historic landmark designation
shall not be made if the desig-
nation is opposed by the prop-
erty owner.

“There was much lively
discussion at our last planning
and zoning meeting, and there
were requests for amendments
to the draft ordinance,” city
administrator Jeannine Smith
said. “The biggest concern
was… that the designation of a
historic landmark would not
be made unless it is approved
by the property owner. That
was something the commis-
sion felt unanimously about.”

While the city has identi-
fied several properties in town
that could be considered as
historical landmarks, includ-
ing the Sinclair Dinosaur, the
Mar, the Eagle Hotel, and the
islands, it was an issue regard-
ing the Gemini Giant that gave
members of the commission
pause.

While the Gemini Giant
and the Launching Pad are

Historical landmark ordinance
forwarded to full City Council

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Wilmington
has made an amendment to
its code of ordinances that reg-
ulate liquor licenses, in order
to make a change for the
liquor license at Fox’s Pizza.

The City Council
approved the change during
its Oct. 4 regular meeting.

“They want to go from
beer and wine to a full bar,”
Mayor Ben Dietz explained
regarding the change for the
local pizzeria.

The ordinance amends
the provisions of city code
that impose restrictions on
the number of liquor licenses
that may be issued in the city.

Wilmington’s code of
ordinances allows a maximum
number of licenses available
for its various classifications of
those liquor licenses. That
means that when a new estab-
lishment wants a liquor
license, or an existing business
wants a change, the full coun-
cil needs to approve a change
in the restrictions on the num-
ber of licenses available before
that license can be altered.

The city currently has 14
classes of liquor licenses avail-

Liquor license ordinance
amended for additional
full bar sales

SEE LANDMARK, PAGE 2

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 2

SEE MINE, PAGE 2



The Free Press Advocate, Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2022, page 2 WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

The Free Press Advocate
USPS No. 307-450

Published weekly, 52 times a year, on
Wednesdays by

G-W COMMUNICATIONS, INC., 
111 S. Water St., Box 327

Wilmington, IL 60481
Periodicals postage paid at Wilmington, Illinois

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes
to the Free Press Advocate, 

Box 327, Wilmington, IL 60481. 

Subscription rates: $43 Grundy & Will coun-
ties; $50 other Illinois counties and $57 out of state

G.W. Communications, Inc publishes the
weekly subscription newspapers named The Free
Press Advocate, The Braidwood Journal, and The
Coal City Courant. 

Advertising and Business Offices:
• 111 South Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481

(815) 476-7966; Fax: (815) 476-7002
• 271 South Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416

(815) 634-0315; Fax: (815) 476-7002

Deadline for The Free Press Advocate, 
Braidwood Journal and Coal City Courant

Display Advertising: Friday, noon
News and Classified Advertising: Monday, noon

E-mail: News & News Photos: news@fpnusa.com
Ads & Artwork: graphics@fpnusa.com

©2022 All news, photographs and advertising mate-
rial used in this publication are the property of G.W.
Communications, Inc.  Use of the material without the
consent of G.W. Communications, Inc. is strictly prohibit-
ed.  Violators of this property right are subject to legal
action.

Eric D. Fisher, publisher
Marney Simon, editor

local tourist attractions, members of the
commission said that they were uneasy
with the city identifying either as histori-
cal landmarks and subject to certain rules
without the permission of the property
owner.

“I think it makes sense so that we can
work with [the property owner], and then
we move it forward to the City Council for
them to make the final call,” commission-
er Ivana Longest said, adding that while
talk around the ordinance has centered
around the Gemini Giant, she wants to
see it used for preservation throughout
the city.

“I think it’s important… to have this
designation as well for our entire commu-
nity so that… it can open up other
avenues,” Longest added.

Per the proposed ordinance, the his-
toric landmark designation “shall not be
made if the designation is opposed by the
property owners.”

If the ordinance is passed, the city
can then petition to the state to become a
Certified Community. That designation
would lead to the establishment of a spe-
cial committee regarding historical
preservation, and could potentially open
up the possibilities for the city to apply
for state and federal grant funds for
preservation projects.

Should the full Council approve the
ordinance, findings for designation of a

landmark structure and/or site will
include the following criteria:

• Its character, interest or value as
part of the development, heritage or cul-
tural characteristics of the city, county,
state, or the United States

• Its location as a site of a significant
historic event

• Its identification with a person or
persons who significantly contributed to
the culture or development of the city,
county, state or the United States

• Its exemplification of the cultural,
economic, social or historic heritage of
the city, county, state or the United States

• Its portrayal of the environment of a
group in an era of history characterized
by the distinctive architectural style

• Its embodiment of distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type

• Its identification as the work of an
architect or master builder whose indi-
vidual work has influenced the develop-
ment of the city, county, state or the
United States

• Its embodiment of elements of
architectural design, detail, materials, or
craftsmanship which represent a signifi-
cant architectural innovation

• Its relationship to other distinctive
areas which are eligible for preservation
according to a plan based on a historic,
cultural or architectural motif

• Its unique location or singular
physical characteristic representing an
established or familiar visual feature of a
neighborhood, community or the city or
county

• Its archaeological significance to

the community, city, county, state and the
United States

• Its vernacular culture (utilitarian
purpose without consideration of aes-
thetic value)

• Its economic and functional poten-
tial

The ordinance will make it unlawful
for any person to construct, move, alter,
change, make addition to, make any
improvement to, add structures or build-
ings on a lot or tract with a designated
historical landmark, demolish or remove
the exterior or any aspect of the exterior
of any designated historic landmark,
unless the city has previously authorized
such work.

Changing the color of a designated
landmark will also be prohibited.

Per the ordinance, changes to those
properties and structures outside of rou-
tine maintenance must also be presented
to the zoning board for recommendation
to the full council.

For those changes to be approved,
the ordinance notes that said work
should:

• Highlight or positively enhance any
exterior architectural feature

• Will not detract from those charac-
teristics and qualities which deem the
structure or site a landmark

• Work will have a positive effect on
the use of the landmark

• Work is consistent with the
Secretary of the Interior's standards for
rehabilitation

The full City Council is expected to
vote on the ordinance later this month.

Landmark

able, which are applied sep-
arately to full bar sales, beer
and wine only bar sales,
package liquor, restaurants,
non-for-profit licenses
good for 24 hours, special
events, and wine tasting,
among other available
licenses.

The move increases the
number of available Class D
licenses that are issued to
restaurants for full bar sales
to a total of five.

In other business
before the City Council on
Oct. 4:

• The Wilmington
Police Department has
added another officer to its
roster.

Mayor Ben Dietz offi-
cially swore in Hunter
Imhof as the newest mem-
ber of the WPD.

Heavy recruitment for
new officers over the past
month has led to 33 appli-
cants signed up to take the
probationary police officer
exam.

• The council contin-
ued a motion to approve
the hire of a new finance
director until the next
meeting. While approval of
a new hire was on the agen-
da, city administrator
Jeannine Smith noted that

personnel discussion need-
ed to continue in executive
session prior to full
approval.

• Police Chief Joe
Mitchell noted that a new
code enforcement officer is
expected to be hired this
month.

The council approved a
request from the chief to
seek out a new code
enforcement officer back in
June. The officer will serve
in a part time role dedicat-
ed to non-criminal quality
of life issues and com-
plaints generated from resi-
dents and businesses.

The code enforcement
officer will focus on compli-
ance, versus writing up tick-
ets for fines and fees.

• The Council approved
the accounting reports as
presented.

Included in those
reports is payment of bills
across all departments
totaling $204,124. Those
payments include $30,000
to New Era Spreading for
lime removal and sludge
disposal at the Wastewater
Treatment Plant, $83,847 in
consulting fees for develop-
ment at the Elion Logistics
Park, $1,374 for new tires on
maintenance vehicles, and
$1,960 for new lettering on
the city’s ESDA truck.

The next meeting of
the Wilmington City
Council is Oct. 18.

Council

STAFF REPORT

The Braidwood Police Department is investigating  a car
crash that took the life of a Braidwood man on Tuesday.

Will County Coroner Laurie Summers’ office reported the
death of Benas Ruzga, 30, at 10:05 a.m. on Oct. 11.

According to the release, Ruzga was involved in a single
motor vehicle wreck in the 31000 block of SE Frontage Road in
Wilmington Township.

An autopsy is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 12.
The incident is being investigated by the Braidwood Police

Department and the Illinois State Police.
A final cause and manner will determined on a later date

pending autopsy, toxicological, and law enforcement results.

Braidwood man killed
in single vehicle wreck

tion service for cemetery
headstones and monuments.
Beaty and his father spent
about two hours earlier this
month performing work to
help the plaque and the mon-
ument shine once again.

“The monument under-
went a thorough cleaning
from top to bottom,” Beaty
explained. “The concrete
steps were cleaned using a
biological cleaner with no
hazardous chemicals, non-
abrasive brushes, distilled
water, and good old fashioned
elbow grease. All the labor was
manual. The granite portions
was cleaned and polished, and
the bronze plaque was care-
fully cleaned to return the
original bronze shine which
also returned the legibility of
the victims names.”

Beaty said the frequency
of cleaning of a monument
like the Diamond Mine
Disaster monument depends
on several varying factors,
including climate and weather
conditions. He said a cleaning
like the one performed this
month should happen on a as
needed basis, but regular
maintenance annually with
biological cleaners should
keep an already clean monu-
ment looking good for many
years.

After more than a century,
it’s hard for residents to reflect
on a tragedy as cataclysmic as
the Diamond Mine Disaster.
Beaty hopes keeping the mon-
ument in tip top shape can
help people remember those
victims.

“In a time where more
and more history is being
erased, I firmly believe it’s
extremely important to keep
this monument and monu-
ments like it vibrant and view-

able,” Beaty said. “Without
perpetual care and the people
to notice when that care is
needed, nature will erase our
history for us. It is just as
important that we visit these
monuments and learn the
purpose behind them. So
often we take what we have for
granted without realizing
and/or respecting the men,
women, and, in this monu-
ment’s purpose, the children
who came before us and made
our communities possible.”

Beaty volunteered his
services for the cleaning and
restoration project, in hopes
that folks both local and trav-
eling through would notice
the monument and stop to
reflect on the terrible disaster
that happened here 140 years
ago.

“I volunteered for this
project because I am an avid
historian and I believe a bright
clean monument will attract
the eyes of passers-by and gar-
ner more visitors and, thereby,
interest in its purpose,” he
said. “I thank the Mayor of
Diamond for this treasured
opportunity, and I look for-
ward to assisting Diamond
and any surrounding commu-
nity that would like to have
their memorials cleaned. It’s
truly a work of passion and
something I highly value.”

Beaty’s work can be found
on Facebook by searching The
Memorial Guardian.

Courtesy photos

BEFORE AND AFTER — After a through scrubbing, the commem-
orative plaque recognizing the 74 miners who perished in the
Diamond Mine Disaster is legible once again. Braidwood resident
Adam Beaty volunteered to clean and restore the plaque and mon-
ument earlier this month.

Attorney Meents files
Ketchledge estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DAVID ANTHONY KETCHLEDGE,
Deceased; No. 2022PR500

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

DAVID ANTHONY KETCHLEDGE, Letters
of Office as Independent Administrator
were issued on October 3, 2022, to Susan
A. Ketchledge, whose address is 1219
Park Drive, Wilmington, Illinois 60481;
whose attorney is Meents Law, P.C.,
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A,
Channahon, Illinois 60410. Claims against
the estate may be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson Street,
Joliet, Illinois, or with the representative, or
both, on or before April 13, 2023, or if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice from the repre-
sentative is required by Section 18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in that
notice. Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a Claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered by
the claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov
/service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

SUSAN A. KETCHLEDGE
Independent Administrator of the Estate

of DAVID ANTHONY KETCHLEDGE,
Deceased

Frank J. Meents
Fisher Meents LLC
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@fishermeents.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 12, 19 and
26, 2022.

Attorney Anderson files
Stevenson estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 12TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARY STEVENSON, Deceased: Case
No. 2022 PR 559 

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Mary Stevenson.  Letters of Office
were issued to David Stevenson as
Independent Executor, whose attorney of
record is Edward T. Anderson of Bretz,
Flynn & Associates, P.C., 58 N. Chicago
Street, 2nd Floor, Joliet, Illinois 60432.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the
March 21, 2023 or if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Sec.18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the
date stated in that notice.  Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Edward T. Anderson
For the Estate of Mary Stevenson,
Deceased
By: Edward T. Anderson
Bretz, Flynn & Associates, P.C.,
58 N. Chicago Street 2nd Floor
Joliet, IL 60432
815-740-1545

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday Oct. 5, 12 and
19, 2022.

Attorney Meents files
Austin estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
SUSAN ADELE AUSTIN, Deceased; No.
2022PR558

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

SUSAN ADELE AUSTIN, Letters of Office
as Independent Executor were issued on
September 22, 2022, to John L. Baloy,
whose address is 20920 45th Street
Bristol, Wisconsin 53104; whose attorney
is Fisher Meents LLC 25158 West Eames
Street, Unit A, Channahon, Illinois 60410. 

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court at the Will County Courthouse, 100
W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois, or with
the representative, or both, on or before
April 6, 2023, or if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a Claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

JOHN L. BALOY
Independent Executor of the Estate

of SUSAN ADELE AUSTIN, Deceased, by
Frank J. Meents, counsel for the Estate

Frank J. Meents
Fisher Meents LLC
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@fishermeents.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Sept. 28, Oct. 5
and 12, 2022.

Attorney Berardi files
Aronowski estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WILL 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 

IN PROBATE
In the Matter of the Estate of ERVIN
ARONOWSKI, Deceased. Case No.:
2022PR460 

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Ervin

Aronowski of Homer Glen, Illinois.  Letters
of Office were issued as Independent
Executor on August 24, 2022 to Lynda
Wolfe whose address is 13328 W. 167th
Street, Homer Glen, IL 60491; whose attor-
ney is Berardi and Associates, LLC, 14919
Founders Crossing, Homer Glen, IL 60491.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested per-
son terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a peti-
tion to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 100 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before March 28,
2023, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.   Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed. 

E-filing is now mandatory for docu-
ments in civil cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must first create an
account with an e-filing service provider. 

Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. 

If you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinois
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with
your local circuit clerk's office.

Lynda Wolfe, Independent Executor
for the estate of Ervin Aronowski.

Mark M. Berardi, Attorney at Law,
Attorney No.:  6305463, 14919 Founders
Crossing, Homer Glen, IL 60491.  (708)
942-8030 Email: mark@berardilaw
office.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, September 28,
Oct. 5 and 12, 2022.
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When the
Chicago & Strawn
Railroad came
through Wesley
Township in 1880,
the small village
known as Wesley
consisted of a few
buildings, a general
store and a few
homes.  Route 102,
then known as
Kankakee Road,
was the main drag.  After the
building of the depot a small
growth spurt happened that
those rural Wesleyites were not
prepared for.

A small depot, now locat-
ed on the Merkle farm, was
built about where Ritchie
Grain Elevator is now.  The
owners of the railroad needed
to name this stop on their line
and did not seem to want to
call it Wesley.  Instead, they
named it for one of the direc-
tors, a Mr. Ritchie. 

When they painted the
name on the depot, locals
thought that they had just mis-
spelled John Ritchey's name,
who was a local citizen, and
took that name for the small
village that grew up around the
depot.  But to this day, I have
heard long time local citizens
complaining that the name is
spelled wrong.

The next structure to be
built was a grain elevator.  Old
habits die hard, and Wesley
farmers continued to bring
their grain to Wilmington but
by 1882 it was announced that,
“Messrs. Jackson and Goodwin
are shipping their corn from
Ritchie station.”  

Well if it was good enough
for those guys, it became good
enough for others and soon the
whole township was shipping
from the Ritchie station.

But with
activity came
hazards that did
not before exist in
that little com-
munity.  On May
19, 1882 we read
in the
W i l m i n g t o n
Advocate, “An
extensive railway
s m a s h - u p
occurred at

Ritchie Station, on the Wabash
road, on Wednesday morning
at 5:20.

From what we can learn
two freight trains were going
south.  The conductor of the
head one, for some reason,
thought the morning express
going north was late, and tried
to make the next station before
meeting the express, which lat-
ter had 300 passengers aboard.

In this idea he was mistak-
en; the express came on time,
and all brakes were at once put
on the freight train.  But on
came the second freight, under
high speed, and dashed into
the caboose of the former with
all sorts of havoc.  

It ploughed under the
caboose and set it on fire, while
the timbers of a bin box car,
next behind the engine, pro-
truded through the tender, and
car after car, laden with mer-
chandise and lumber in both
trains, were frightfully wrecked
in a twinkling.  In all more than
40 cars were disabled.”

And a week later another,
more personal tragedy, “Albert,
son of John Houghton, aged
about 15 years, residing in
Wesley, was instantly killed by
the cars near Ritchie on
Sunday afternoon at about 6
o'clock. 

It is said that he tried to
jump upon a moving freight

train, and losing his footing
was drawn under the train,
one-half of which passed over
him, mangling his remains
almost beyond recognition.”

Another new problem was
traffic jams.  Since there was
only one road leading from
Wilmington to Kankakee, all
traffic had to halt at the tracks.  

We read in the August 11,
1882, Wilmington Advocate,
“Some of our subscribers
residing at Ritchie station
think it high time for the high-
way commissioners to see that
the railroad officials pay some
degree of respect to the rights
of citizens at the railroad cross-

ing in Ritchie.
It is alleged that trains are

often allowed to obstruct the
crossing for half an hour at a
time, much to the annoyance
of teamsters.  If remonstrance
is made to the trainmen the
answer is only profanity and
abuse.  We are told that ten
minutes is the outside limit of
time allowed by law for the
obstruction of any highway by
railroad trains.”  

One month later, “A freight
train ran off the track on
Tuesday night and delayed
teams for fully an hour before
they could cross the track.”

This problem was finally

solved later in the year when
the bridge over Forked Creek
and what is now Rt. 102 was
built.  In the spring of 1883 it
was remarked in the
Wilmington Advocate, “When
Chas. Redman built the trestle-
work over Forked Creek, it was
surmised by many that it
would not stand a year.

Since it was built two
trains have been derailed, run-
ning over the bridge, and last
Saturday, in the collision, six
cars went off on the bridge
without injuring it in any way.
It was built to stay.”

That very same bridge still
exists over the highway and

Forked Creek just north of the
Ritchie Methodist Church and
is part of the Wauponsie
Glacial Trail.

The question remains,
why did Ritchie Station never
become a village of its own? I
think the answer is that it takes
more than a railroad station to
build a village. Other types of
businesses never relocated
there, and Wesleyites still had
to go into Wilmington or
Kankakee for most of their pur-
chases. 

So Ritchie remains the
small little hamlet next to the
tracks, a reminder of 19th cen-
tury life.
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Prosperity brought problems for Ritchie

A PHOTO OF Ritchie at it’s peak. The building on the left is now the home of a cycle club. Note the very early automobile along with a
horse drawn wagon.

BY CHLOE PROFFITT
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

Each week the Free Press
Advocate feature members of
the Class of 2023. Featured this
week are Grace Orr and
Savanah Ortiz who completed
our Senior Profile questions.

Grace Orr
What do you plan to pur-

sue upon graduation? College
What’s one thing most

people don’t know about you?
I’ve had three pigs

What every day activity
could you win an Olympic
medal at? Sleeping

Your favorite thing to eat
on the school menu? Mac and
C h e e s e

One thing you refuse to
eat? Shrimp

A sport or club that made
an impact in you and why?
Showcats/choir, it felt nice to

have people like me around.
Famous person(dead or

alive) you woukd like to meet?
Harry Styles

If you could travel any-
where, where would you go?
France

If you could create a
class,what would it be? Nap
time

Teacher shoutout?

Millerrrrrrr!
What advice would you

give to underclassmen? It only
gets worse.

Savanah Ortiz
What do you plan to pur-

sue upon graduation? Passing
my classes.

What every day activity
could you win an Olympic

medal at? Sleeping
Your favorite thing to eat

on the school menu? Mac and
Cheese and apple juice

One thing you refuse to
eat? Deviled eggs

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why? Sebastian Stan
because I love Bucky. 

If you could travel any-
where, where would you go?
Paris

If you could create a class
what would it be?  A class that
teaches us how the real world
works.

Teacher shoutout?
Ms. Mosier 

A sport or club that made
an impact on you? My art club
because I, and the group,
made a big piece of art for a
friend. 

What advice would you
give to underclassmen? Just try
to be yourself!

WHS seniors of the week

GRACE ORR SAVANAH ORTIZ

BY CHLOE PROFFITT
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

What are high school
students wearing to school
these days? Are they dress-
ing up, wearing sweats or
staying in the middle
ground of cute but comfy? 

Looking around WHS
you see a mix. There are
those kids who show up
looking like they just got
out of bed and there are
other kids who you can tell
put effort into look their
best. Then there’s athe
group who put effort in but
only enough to look decent.

Guys and girls are in
two different ball games
when it comes to what they
wear. Yet there are some
things the two different
genders have in common.
That thing is comfy clothes.
Some kids come in wearing
sweatpants or pj pants and
a sweatshirt. These kids are
the ones who just want to
be comfy, they don’t care.
They would rather be in
bed sleeping. This is the
majority of the guys. 

Seldom will you will
see a guy who comes to
school dressing nice. This

only happens if they have a
basketball game or during
photo day. Ever look at
those school photos? It’s
easy to pick out those indi-
viduals who don’t care
about what they are wear-
ing.

On the flip side, some
girls love to dress up. What
is dressing up in high
school though? For eveyone
it’s different. For some it’s
jeans and a nice shirt. For
others it may be a skirt or
dress. Perfume is an essen-
tial on all days though, no
matter whether you are
dressing nice or comfy. 

One universal clothing
item for all girls are leg-
gings. They go with just
about everything. They are
for the most part universal-
ly loved. You want to be
comfy? Leggings. You want
to look cute? Put on a nice
shirt with legging and you
got cute and comfy. 

The different styles you
see worn in the hallways at
WHS are vastly different
and always changing. The
most important part is that
they are comfy and confi-
dent.

What students are
wearing at WHS

MMoonn..,,  OOcctt..  1177:: pizza,
corn, mandarin oranges in gel
and choice of milk

TTuueess.., OOcctt..  1188:: BBQ rib on
bun, celery sticks/PB, Baked
Lays, pears and choice of milk

WWeedd..,,  OOcctt..  1199:: hot ham
and cheese on bun, au gratin
potatoes, scooby snacks,
strawberry cup and choice of
milk

TThhuurrss..,,  OOcctt..  2200::  cheese
tortellini, green beans, garlic
bread, peach cup and choice
of milk 

FFrrii..,,  OOcctt..  2211:: biscuits and
gravy, yogurt, hash brown,
banana and choice of milk

Daily milk choices are fat
free milk and 1% white milk. 

209U
Lunch
menu

Join the Wilmington Public Library District for a presenta-
tion by historical presenter, Jim Gibbons on the life of Alfred
Hitchcock and his great influence on the history of filmmaking. 

It will be held today,  Wednesday, Oct. 12 at 6 p.m. at the
library. There is no fee for this program, but registration is
requested.  To register, stop by the library or call 815-476-2834.

The return Friday, Oct. 14 at 1 p.m. for a showing of
Hitchcock’s 1963 film “The Birds.”

The life and legacy
of Alfred Hitchcock
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Messed up world
SHADOW LAKES—I think we can all agree

the world is messed up right now but the Woke
White House thinks changing the name of two
Battleships and the Atlanta Braves is the
answer! Come on man how is this woke agenda
going to pay our bills? Eddie

Seeking justice
COAL CITY—Have you or a loved one been

bamboozled and deceived using Cryptagio
services or working with its owner? You are not
alone as hundreds of thousands of dollars have
been mis-used, misrepresented, or spent for
personal use. Justice will be served!

Cruelty never ends
BRAIDWOOD—Remember Kyle

Rittenhouse, the 17-year- old who fatally shot
two men during 2020 protests, wounded
another with an AR-15 style and was acquitted
on all counts? The man wounded by
Rittenhouse, who shall remain nameless, suf-
fered two years of death threats and recently
sought safety for his family by filing a secret
petition to legally change his name. But the jus-
tice system failed him once again when his
attempt to change his name was exposed mys-
teriously, courtesy of right-wingers. This is
MAGA and its unrelenting, ugly evil when the
guilty are not held accountable and innocent
bystanders are hounded mercilessly.

Just vote no
BRAIDWOOD—I have yet to find the logic

behind approving the Amendment 1 on the
ballot on Nov. 8. The Chicago Tribune said not
to approve it and Illinois Policy Institute is
claiming it will cost Illinois taxpayers over
$2,100 over the next four years. So why would
lawmakers even put it on the ballot? It wasn’t a
change made by the public, it was drafted by
lawmakers in Springfield. I’m all for worker’s
rights but this doesn’t make sense because we
already have federal laws guaranteeing work-
er’s rights. I don’t think they have done a good
enough job explaining why it’s needed and I
think that the people in Springfield who want
his passed can’t be trusted. Therefore, I am vot-
ing no. We can’t afford another tax increase to
pay for state worker pensions.

Attend so you know
WILMINGTON—In the last couple of

months there has been changes made on the
board of the Wilmington area Historical society
and they are not positive changes by any
means. People who are now on the board and
are in charge are not abiding by the wishes of
the members. They’re doing what they want to

do and they do not have the museum and the
interest of the museum at heart. Members
need to start attending meetings so we can vote
and make positive changes because things are
getting very bad.

Not once
WILMINGTON—Hey road commissioner,

what’s the deal? Here we are, middle of
October, and portions of Cottage Road in
Wilmington Township  haven’t been mowed
once. 

Bring it back
WILMINGTON—Since when has burning

been approved in the city limits. I stepped out-
side to let the cat in for the night and there
stood my neighbor burning piles of leaves in
the dark. Meanwhile, I raked and bagged all my
leaves to obey the law. Seems to me if burning
is going to happen again, the city should bring
back the leaf vac truck. It was a great service for
us old timers and the community. I’d like to see
my tax dollars put to use in bringing the leaf
vac back.

Just a sham
DIAMOND—Climate change disclosures.

Have you heard the expression 97% of climate
change is real, man-made and dangerous. Al
Gore said it so, Barack Obama did too, but that
doesn’t make it so. Thousands of real scientist
believe that humans, cattle, pigs, sheep or
horses have passed enough gas whether
methane, carbon dioxide or green house gases,
to cause or will cause in the future any cata-
strophic heating or disruption of the earths cli-
mate. The real key that controls our planet’s
temperature is the mighty sun. No human
activity can change that. Global warming is a
sham. We haven’t seen any warming in 21
years. The world is actually 1.08 degrees cooler
than in 1998. Global warming is dead in its
tracks. NASA images of the Arctic Polar ice cap
on 8/27/12 and 8/14/14 show a growth of 43-
63%. Since 2002, ocean temperatures have
fluctuated less than one degree Fahrenheit.
Our government has spent $22 billion, taxpay-
er money. That’s $41,856 every minute to stop
global warming. Perhaps the most expensive
and lethal sham in American history. All you
tree huggers can go hug an oil well. Sharon.

Let stockholders pay
Regarding utility rate increases. Shouldn't

their stock holders be asked to receive lower
dividends to ease utility bills? The consumers
don't receive dividends. If companies want to
invest then the stock holders should bear the
increases. 

Just for votes
BRAIDWOOD—You may have noticed

that, per their Facebook site, the city council is
considering the installation of a dog park and
would like public input on the matter. Isn’t that
interesting? The city council members are pro-
posing a feel good project at the same time that
re-election petitions can be circulated. And
believe it or not, they actually want public
input. Why didn’t they ask for public input
when they strapped us taxpayers with a $1.8
million debt to buy real estate that they are lit-
erally giving away? Why didn’t they ask for pub-
lic input when they committed another $5 mil-
lion to improve the real estate with taxpayer
money? Or when they voted to increase council
salaries, or when they increased the adminis-
trator’s salary, or when they replaced commis-
sioners Hart, Saltzman and Cockream? Why
didn’t they ask for public input when they
vacated a roadway so that hundreds of semi
trucks can have an in-town place to park? Oh
wait, we did give input on that one, but they
went ahead and did what they wanted to do
anyway. The list goes on ad nauseam. Don’t be
fooled. This has nothing to do with public
input, transparency or their love of puppies. It
has everything to do with re-election.

By the tracks

COAL CITY—All the plants and flowers in
the cement planters on South Broadway are so
beautiful. Is there any reason why the dividers
by the tracks can’t be done with something bet-
ter? They just look like weed beds. 

They turn silent
WILMINGTON—My brother and I were

wondering what sort of person votes for
Marjorie Taylor Greene. I realize stupid people
deserve representation, but when the issue is
science or technology they need to shut up and
butt out. 

Penny Lane

How cynical
WILMINGTON—I heard a conservative

woman say she didn’t care that Herschel Walker
paid for an abortion and added she didn’t care
if he aborted baby bald eagles because
Republicans need the Senate. So abortion is OK
to save the Senate, but not the life of the moth-
er.

Fall Festival fun
CUSTER PARK—The girls and I sure

enjoyed the Fall Festival held on the North
Island Park. Perfect weather, perfect setup and
perfect event between friends. Thanks
Wilmington Chamber and Steve Evans for
organizing it. We’ll be back next year.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.

Opponents, backers 
debate the
measure’s warrants
BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois
voters will be asked in
November to decide whether
the right of workers to form
unions and engage in collec-
tive bargaining should be
enshrined in the state consti-
tution.

The first clause of the
amendment contains two sen-
tences. The first would estab-
lish a “fundamental right to
organize and to bargain collec-
tively and to negotiate wages,
hours, and working condi-
tions, and to promote their
economic welfare and safety at
work.”

The second would prohib-
it the state or any local unit of
government from enacting
“any law that interferes with,
negates, or diminishes the
right of employees to organize
and bargain collectively over
their wages, hours, and other
terms and conditions of
employment and workplace
safety.”

The provision is intended
to prevent passage of any state

or local  “right to work” laws,
which prohibit employers from
requiring workers to be union
members to keep their jobs.

The second clause states
that the amendment would be
controlling over another part
of the constitution that spells
out the powers of home rule
units of local government,
meaning those units of govern-
ment would still be subject to
the amendment.

Lawmakers approved put-
ting the measure on the ballot
during the 2021 spring session.
The resolution passed both
chambers with bipartisan sup-
port: 49-7 in the Senate and 80-
30 in the House.

Like any constitutional
issue, however, there is consid-
erable disagreement over what
those words mean and what
effects they would have if the
amendment is adopted.

The proposal is supported
by several large labor unions,
but it has drawn opposition
from groups such as the
Illinois Association of School
Boards, the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce and the Illinois
Manufacturers’ Association.

To gather a sense of the
arguments for and against the
measure, the Illinois
Associated Press Media Editors
convened an online forum
with Joe Bowen, communica-
tions director for a Vote Yes for

Workers Rights, the only
organized political committee
campaigning on the issue.
They also spoke with Mailee
Smith, director of labor policy
and a staff attorney with the
Illinois Policy Institute, a con-
servative think tank that
opposes the measure.

Bowen and Smith were
asked at the outset what they
believe the amendment would
mean and the implications of
adopting it.

“The workers’ rights
amendment will guarantee
your fundamental rights in the
workplace to organize and bar-
gain collectively with your
coworkers to negotiate for
things like better pay, safer
working conditions, and cru-
cially, it will also protect Illinois
voters from politicians who try
to take away their rights in the
future,” Bowen said.

He said it gives Illinois
workers an opportunity “to
vote for themselves on Nov. 8.”

“It will enshrine protec-
tions that most of us are
already enjoying while extend-
ing protection to workers who
don't currently have it,” Bowen
said.

Smith, on the other hand,
asserted that the amendment
would apply only to public-
sector workers because pri-
vate-sector workers are already
covered by the National Labor

Relations Act, which would
supersede any state law or
state constitutional provision.

As a result, she argued that
it would drive up local proper-
ty taxes by giving public
employee unions power to
negotiate a broader range of
issues, including “economic
welfare,” which isn’t defined in
the amendment or other state
law.

“And it's not defined in
other similar laws like the
National Labor Relations Act,”
she said. “That could mean
things like the expansion of
affordable housing or posi-
tions on rent abatement could
be demanded by government
unions.”

She also said the provision
preempting right-to-work laws
could have unintended conse-
quences.

“It prohibits lawmakers, as
the people's representatives,
from ever enacting reforms or
fixes,” she said. “So if lawmak-
ers decide down the line, ‘Oh,
wow, we didn't mean econom-
ic welfare to mean all of these
broad subjects,’ they could
never go back and define what
economic welfare actually is
because they'd be prohibited
in the amendment itself from
doing that.”

Bowen countered that the
amendment has nothing to do
with taxes but, instead, pro-

tects only the right of workers
to organize and bargain collec-
tively in the workplace.

If it were adopted, he said,
it would apply uniformly
statewide to all workers in both
the public and private sectors.
He also said it would protect
workers from politicians who
attempt to enact right-to-work
laws, a reference to former
Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner,
who tried unsuccessfully to
push such legislation through
the General Assembly.

As a follow-up, the two
were asked to identify what
rights workers would have
under the amendment that
they don’t already have under
existing law.

Bowen said the amend-
ment would protect existing
rights and extend them to
“hundreds of thousands” of
workers who aren’t covered
under existing law. He said it’s
important to guarantee bar-
gaining rights now and into the
future, considering “we spend
almost half of our lives in the
workplace.”

“Whether or not you have
the ability to earn a good liv-
ing, to stay safe on the job, it
really impacts every part of
your life,” he said. “So making
sure that we guarantee these
protections in the Illinois
Constitution is critically
important.”

Smith argued that elevat-
ing collective bargaining rights
to the level of the constitution
would put labor agreements
beyond the reach of existing
statutes that apply to public
employee contracts.

“If a teachers union didn't
want to have background
checks as part of the job appli-
cation process, the hiring
process, they could write that
into their contract,” she said.
“It could keep government
union contracts a secret. They
could actually void the
(Freedom of Information Act)
law that requires government
union contracts to be open to
the public, simply by writing
that provision into the con-
tract.”

Constitutional amend-
ments have two paths to pas-
sage in Illinois. If the measure
receives 60 percent of the vote
from those voting on the ques-
tion, it passes. But if it fails to
reach the 60 percent threshold
on the question but still
musters “yes” votes from more
than half of those voting in the
election, it would still pass.

Election Day is Nov. 8, but
early voting has already begun.
More information is available
at local election authorities.

Voters will decide on ‘right to unionize’ constitutional amendment
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We are now over a week in
to fall 2022, perhaps you have
the Halloween and/or fall dec-
orations up at your house.
Before you know it,
Thanksgiving will be here, fol-
lowed by weeks of Christmas
functions. 

You may have your grand-
mothers Christmas cookie
recipe and mom's pumpkin
pie recipe, but do you have a
Hot Buttered Rum recipe? 

Seriously, you need a good
Hot Buttered Rum recipe.

One reason that many of
us shy away from Hot Buttered
Rum is that many of the

recipes online are
too labor intensive
and are simply
overkill in terms of
ingredients. 

At the end of
the day, the only
ingredients that
need to be in a Hot
Buttered Rum are
rum, butter, sugar,
and your choice of a
few familiar holiday
spices.

Hot Buttered
Rum is not nearly as popular as
it was a generation ago.  Visit
any thrift store in America and
you will find a selection of old
mugs from the 60's and 70's
with the words “Hot Buttered
Rum” printed on the side. 

The fascination with this
drink goes back further than
that.  In fact, this love affair
began over 200 years ago in the
Colonial US.  The ingredients
in Hot Buttered Rum are repre-
sentative of the trade routes of
the time, all coming together
in a delicious warming drink.

One place that
Hot Buttered Rum
has remained pop-
ular is New
Orleans.  Mardi
Gras is held during
a season that can
resemble what
most of know as
winter, and some
years it will be
rainy, windy, and
even downright
cold. 

Every bar and
restaurant in New Orleans will
have their own take on Hot
Buttered Rum on the menu for
the patrons that come in out of
the cold.

It may not be the first
drink that you think of when
you think of New Orleans, but
if you find yourself there in the
fall or winter, order a Hot
Buttered Rum.  You will be
pleasantly surprised.

We will start with the but-
ter.  Use a “soft” butter, prefer-
ably real butter.  Real butter
melts into the drink leaving a
warm, rich texture. Sometimes
margarine and other altered
butter substitutes leave an odd
taste when melted, and will
not give the consistency that
you need.  

The ideal sugar in Hot
Buttered Rum is brown sugar,
or demerara sugar.  Cane sugar
can be used, but it lacks the
depth and the complexity of
darker sugars.

The right sugar will melt
into the butter leaving you
with a perfect
butterscotch/caramel flavor.  A
good rule of thumb for Hot
Buttered Rum is to use “bak-
ing” spices as opposed to sugar
from a packet that is meant for
tea or coffee.

Speaking of baking spices,
this one calls for both cinna-
mon and nutmeg. Don't skimp
on either one, especially the
nutmeg.  After all, nutmeg is
one of those spices that “tastes
like Christmas” and also hap-

pens to pair well with aged
rum.

Vanilla extract is extreme-
ly potent, start with a few
drops and work your way up
from there.  The vanilla notes
should complement the other
spices, not overpower them.

Allspice is also potent, so
go easy.  Don't skip the allspice
though, I promise you will
miss it if it's not there.

Last but not least, the
rum.  Any dark rum will work
in the Hot Buttered Rum, but
some will work better than
others.  Dark Jamaican rum is
best suited for Hot Buttered
Rum, look for Appleton Estate,
Myer's Original Dark, or
Coruba.

Aged demerara rums will
also work, such as El Dorado
12 Year, or Pusser's Navy Rum
which is a blend of demerara
and Jamaican rums.

Steer clear of light rum, as
well as high octane over-proof
rums in this one.  

Keep the preparation sim-
ple.  Start with a warm mug,
add the butter and spices.  Mix
or muddle the spices into the
butter, it's even ok to partially
melt the butter at this point.  

Once the spices and but-
ter are mixed, add the rum.
Give it a quick stir, then top
with hot (but not boiling)
water.

Hot Buttered Rum is built
and served in a preheated tem-
pered mug.

Combine in mug:
1 small slice soft butter
1 teaspoon brown sugar
1 dash ground cinnamon
1 dash ground nutmeg
1 dash ground allspice
Vanilla extract to taste

(start with 2-3 drops)
Muddle spices and butter

in mug
Add 2 oz. dark rum
Add 5 oz. hot water
Stir and serve
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly.

Take the chill off with hot buttered rum

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung
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Have an interest in gardening? Then consider joining the
Wilmington Garden Club.

The club’s next regular meeting will be 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 19 at the Wilmington Park District, 315 N. Water
St.

Meetings are open to all visitors.

Garden Club to meet
A crystal clear closeup of a

red-tailed hawk netted
Shorewood resident Joe Viola a
win in the Forest Preserve
District of Will County’s
Preserve the Moment photo
contest.

Viola’s photo won the
month of September after
judges selected the top five
photos from submissions and
members of the public chose it
as the best shot of the
month. Viola snapped the
photo at Hammel Woods pre-
serve in Shorewood.

“I was pulling into the
back lot by the river and saw
the hawk swoop down and
grab a rabbit alongside the
road," he said. "I wasn’t able to
get my camera out the window
fast enough to get a shot of it
on the ground and it took off
and flew into a nearby tree. I
parked the truck and was able
to get out and get close enough
to watch and get some amaz-
ing shots of it.”

The four other finalists
were: 

Sally Knudson of
Channahon for a photo of a

green heron with its neck out-
stretched at McKinley Woods. 

Greg Winkelmann of
Romeoville for a picture of a
ruby-throated hummingbird
hovering near a blazing star in
bloom at Hidden Oaks
Preserve. 

Les Stevens of Joliet for a
photo of the mist at Hadley
Valley preserve.

Joe Viola for waddling
wood ducks at Lockport
Prairie Nature Preserve.

The contest continues
through December with
monthly winners and overall
winners will be picked in
January via Facebook voting.
Prizes, funded by The Nature
Foundation of Will County,
range from $75 gift cards for
monthly winners to $500 for
first place in the overall con-
test.

For contest rules and sub-
mission instructions, visit
ReconnectWithNature.org. To
view all photo contest entries,
visit the District’s Flickr
account, Flickr.com/WillCo
Forests.

Close-up hawk wins September photo contest

Courtesy photo by: Joe Viola

SHOREWOOD RESIDENT Joe Viola won September’s portion of
the Forest Preserve District of Will County’s Preserve the Moment
photo contest with this shot of a red-tailed hawk at Hammel
Woods. The contest continues with monthly winners through
December. 

BY DANIEL GRANT
FARMWEEK

Jeff Simmons, president
and CEO of Elanco Animal
Health, believes plant-based
meat will have its place in the
market for years to come.

But it certainly doesn’t
appear to be a major threat to
the livestock industry at the
checkout aisle.

Simmons projects world-
wide demand for animal pro-
tein will continue to grow.
And, he believes the livestock
industry is poised to help
address some of the world’s
top challenges, including
hunger.

“The three big issues right
now are food insecurity, a
global health crisis and cli-
mate,” Simmons said during
the Agri-Pulse Ag Outlook
Forum in Kansas City on Sept.
26. “Animals are connected to
all three. I believe they’re the
missing piece to some of the
world’s biggest problems right
now.”

About 60% of consumers
around the world aren’t getting

enough calories, leading to
food insecurity, or they’re get-
ting the wrong calories, which
is contributing to health
issues, according to Simmons.

Boosting animal protein
output addresses both those
issues by reducing food inse-
curity and increasing the avail-
ability of healthy protein
choices.

“Animal protein is one of
the hottest food segments the
last three years, with 50%
growth the last 10 years,”
Simmons said. “You can’t dis-
connect consumer choice,
calories or the climate.”

Sales of plant-based meat,
conversely, could stay flat
through 2022 and remain
about 1% of the total protein
market through 2027, accord-
ing to Simmons.

Top consumer prefer-
ences when choosing their
protein include taste, cost and
nutrition, he noted.

“Consumers are starting
to vote (at the food checkout
lane),” Simmons said. “Meat is
on demand.”

Erin Borror, vice president

of economic analysis for the
U.S. Meat Export Federation,
noted U.S. beef and pork
exports reached a record $18.7
billion in 2021 and could push
$20 billion this year.

“Beef exports have sur-
passed $1 billion six of the last
seven months. It really has
been demand driven,” Borror
said. “We have lots of opportu-
nities.”

The U.S. could see even
stronger demand for red meat
as the world’s top exporter of
pork, the European Union, is
projected to reduce output
this year by nearly 5% due to
disease outbreaks in its herd
and policy to reduce animal
numbers on farms.

“It’s critical to have a
diverse export base,” said
Borror, who noted U.S. farm-
ers must be proactive to main-
tain their premier animal
health status. “That’s part of
what continues to offer us
opportunities as we look
ahead.”

Simmons also views cli-
mate challenges as an oppor-
tunity for the livestock indus-
try.

“With a carbon market, it
increases opportunities for
ag,” he said. “Climate-neutral
cattle farms are achievable by
2030.”

But to get there, he said
farmers must do more than tell
their story.

“We need action plans on
farms,” he said. “Climate-neu-
tral farming can happen. I see
us changing the game.”

This story was distributed

through a cooperative project

between Illinois Farm Bureau

and the Illinois Press

Association. For more food and

farming news, visit

FarmWeekNow.com.

Demand for beef, pork expected to grow

The First United
Methodist Church will be
hosting its annual roast pork
dinner on Saturday, Oct. 22,
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

It will be held at the
church on 401 E. Kahler Rd.,
Wilmington. The meal will

include roast pork, stuffing,
potatoes, green beans, oriental
slaw and desserts.

A free will offering can be
made to benefit local charities
and a silent auction will take
place for The Caring Closet of
Wilmington.

First United Methodist to
host annual pork dinner



B R A I D W O O D — V i r g i l
Clayton Flener, 71, of
Braidwood, passed away
unexpectedly, Wednesday,

Oct. 5, 2022 at Morris Hospital. 
Born Sept. 21, 1951 in New

Albany, IN, he was the son of Delmer
Clayton and Irene Grace (nee Owen)
Flener. He was a retired Veteran of the
United States Navy, serving during
Desert Shield. Virgil retired from Exelon
Corporation after many years of employ-
ment. After retirement he enjoyed driving
around in his Mustang, fishing, and riding his
bicycle. 

Surviving are his wife of 49 years, Barbara
Ann (nee Kuh) Flener, of Braidwood, who he
married July 13, 1973 in Virginia; two children,
Joshua (Alison) Flener and Michelle Flener,
both of North Texas; three grandchildren:
Clayton, Caitlin and Lillian; one great-grand-
son, Colton; two brothers, William (Tina)
Flener, of Corydon, IN and Lloyd (Janet) Flener,

of Indiana; one sister, Carol Kinser, of
Corydon, IN and numerous nieces,

nephews, and their families. 
He was preceded in death by his

parents.
Cremation rites will be accorded. 

Memorial visitation
for Virgil was held at the R.W.

Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory
in Braidwood.  Inurnment immediately

followed at Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to

the American Heart Association would be
appreciated.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com or find them on
Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood was entrusted with
arrangements.

Virgil Clayton Flener
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SOUTH WILMINGTON—Leslee Ann
Nelson (nee Pomatto), 76, of South
Wilmington, passed away peacefully
with her family by her side, Tuesday,
Oct. 4, 2022 at her home.  

Born March 4, 1946 in Joliet, she
was the daughter of Francis “Bud”
Secondo and Cele Lorraine (nee
Cinotto) Pomatto.  She graduated from
Coal City High School with the class of
1964. She was a member of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Catholic Church in Coal City. Leslee was a den-
tal assistant for most of her life. She and her
husband, Dr. James A. Nelson, operated a den-
tal office in Coal City for many years. After Jim's
retirement she worked for Dr. Kevin Gallagher's
dental office in Plainfield, where she eventually
retired. 

Christmas was Leslee's most favorite holi-
day. She always enjoyed crafting homemade
Christmas gifts and holiday baking, but most of
all she cherished the time spent with her grand-
children making G-Shaft candy.  

Surviving are her husband, Dr. James A.
Nelson, who were together 42 years and mar-

ried for 29 of those years; two daughters,
Nicole (John) Corneglio and Marti

(David) Bafia, both of South
Wilmington; three grandchildren: Joey
Corneglio, Gavin and Marissa Bafia;
brother-in-law, Richard (the late
Linda) Nelson, of Oregon; and dear
friends, Kathy Brown and JoAnn

Burns, along with many other close
friends.  Cremation rites will

be accorded. A Memorial service was
held at the R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &

Crematory in Braidwood. Inurnment will be
private in Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Wilmington.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in
her name directed to Lightways Hospice,
Parkinson's Foundation, or the American
Diabetes Association would be appreciated.  

For more information and to visit her
online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com or find them on
Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood was entrusted with
arrangements.

Leslee Nelson

JOLIET—Kenneth Wayne Nelson, 82,
of Joliet and formerly of Wilmington,
passed away unexpectedly on
Thursday, Oct. 6, 2022 at Ascension St.
Joseph Medical Center in Joliet.

Born Dec. 9, 1939 in Joliet,
Kenneth Wayne was the son of Wayne
and Irma (Tenn) Nelson. He was raised
and educated in Wilmington and grad-
uated from Wilmington High School
with the class of 1958. Ken attended
Quincy University on a baseball scholarship
before transferring to Lewis University, where
he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Education.
Ken taught math at Assumption Parochial
School in Coal City, before returning to
Wilmington to work in the family business. It
was in 1967, that Ken, along with his father,
transitioned their business which originated
with milk, a chicken hatchery, bottled gas deliv-
ery, a Maytag dealership and a Royal Blue grocer
into Nelson’s Furniture. This new offering in
addition to carrying furniture held a Zenith TV
dealership, Sherwin Williams Paint and carpet-
ing. Today Nelson’s Furniture continues to be
owned and operated by the family going into
the fourth generation, a legacy in which Ken
was very proud.

Ken loved baseball, was a fan of the
Chicago Cubs, and continued to play baseball
and softball into his later years on the
Merchants Team. He was an avid card player
and throughout the years could be found play-
ing cards at The Corner on most afternoons.
Ken enjoyed to golf, and took pleasure in travel-
ing out West, particularly to Las Vegas, Flagstaff
and Jackson Hole, which were some of his
favorite destinations.

Survivors include his wife, Debbie (nee
VanGampler), who he married July 19, 1984; two
sons, Steve (Tina) Nelson and Mark Nelson,
both of Wilmington; two grandsons, Ryan
(Annie) Nelson, of Channahon and Aaron

(Sami) Nelson, of Manhattan; two great-
granddaughters, Ryanne and Taylee;
two sisters, Sis Rodgers, of Avondale,
AZ and Barbara Hansen, of
Wilmington; brothers-in-law and sis-
ters-in-law: Dennis (Cecilia) Rowan,
of Mundelein, IL; Sherrie Wheet, of
Plainfield; Lorrie Harvey, of

Escondido, CA and Al (Toni)
VanGampler, of Plainfield; many niece,

nephews, great-nieces and great-
nephews, and his best friend of many years,

John Nunley, as well as his faithful canine com-
panion, Snickers.

Ken was preceded in death by his parents,
Wayne and Irma Nelson; two daughters, Julie
and Diane, and his father-in-law and mother-
in-law, Emanuel and Evelyn VanGampler.

The family will receive friends for a memo-
rial visitation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700
E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington on Thursday, Oct.
13, 2022 between the hours of 4 and 8 p.m.
Funeral services will follow Friday morning,
Oct., 14, 2022 at 11 a.m. in St. Rose Catholic
Church, 604 S. Kankakee St. in Wilmington. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated with
Reverend Sebastian Gargol presiding and
Deacon Jay Plese assisting.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Ken’s memory to Kuzma Care Cottage, 635 S.
Main St., Wilmington, IL 60481 or to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, www.stjude.org,
which was an organization special to Ken’s
heart.

Family and friends are encouraged to
visit www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to sign the
online guest book, upload photographs and
share Ken’s memorial page online through
social media.

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington. 

Kenneth Nelson

STREATOR—Doyle Ray
Daugherty, 73, of Streator, for-
merly of Wilmington and
Braidwood, passed away

Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2022 at his resi-
dence.

Born Nov. 30, 1948 in Shreveport,
LA, Doyle was a son of Oliver
Daugherty and Katie (Owens)
Ferguson. He was raised in Shreveport
until relocating to Lockport, IL. Doyle
then enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps, serving honorably from 1969 to 1971. On
Dec. 19, 1970, he married Aliene Louise
Porterfield at the White Chapel in Las Vegas, NV.

Doyle worked at US Steel in Joliet for many
years, and retired from Case International
Harvester as a millwright. He was also an entre-
preneur who owned and operated Continental
Amusements from 1982 to 1995, during which
time he owned The Mar Theater in Wilmington.
Doyle was a member of the A.F & A.M. Lodges in
both Joliet and Wilmington, and was also a past
member of the Wilmington Chamber of
Commerce.

Doyle had many hobbies, including juke-
boxes, playing pinball, and movies. He loved
visiting Disney World with his family and going
for rides on his Honda Goldwing motorcycle,

but Doyle was happiest when he was with
the love of his life and "Baby," Aliene.

Survivors include his wife of 51
years, Aliene, and their two children,
Bridget "Mouthie" and Adam
(Jessica); five grandchildren: Jacob
(Brittany), Zakary (Alex), Scott II,
Aiddan, and Kennedy; two great-

grandchildren, Bentley and Delanie; as
well as one sister and brother-in-law,

and several nieces and nephews.
Doyle was preceded in death by his

parents, his step-mother and step-father, two
brothers, one sister, one nephew, and his moth-
er-in-law.

The family will receive friends on Thursday,
October 13, 2022 at Baskerville Funeral Home,
700 E. Kahler Rd., in Wilmington from 11 a.m.
until the time of Masonic Funeral Rites at 1 p.m.
Burial with full military honors will immediate-
ly follow in Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood.

Family and friends are encouraged to
visit www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to sign the
online guest book, upload photographs, and
share Doyle’s memorial page via social media.

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Doyle Daugherty

Morris Hospital has made
another step toward returning
to pre-COVID visiting guide-
lines. Effective as of Oct. 7,
hospitalized patients may have
up to two visitors at a time, age
12 or older, during 8 a.m.-7
p.m. visiting hours. Prior to
this most recent update, visi-
tors were restricted to age 18 or
older.

Under the updated visit-
ing guidelines, COVID-19 posi-
tive patients are now permit-
ted to have one designated vis-
itor for the duration of their
stay. 

Patients coming to the
hospital for outpatient surgery,
endoscopy, cath lab and other
procedures are permitted up
to two support persons. 

In accordance with the
Centers for Disease Control's
(CDC) updated recommenda-
tions for healthcare providers,

Morris Hospital has also
updated its mask policy. At this
time, universal masking will
only be required inside Morris
Hospital and all Morris
Hospital patient care facilities,
including physician offices,
when the Grundy County
“Community Transmission”
level is high. When the Grundy
County Community
Transmission level is substan-
tial, moderate, or low, masks
will be optional. 

As Community
Transmission levels are updat-
ed weekly by the CDC, signs
will be posted at the entrance
to each Morris Hospital facility
indicating whether masks are
optional or required based on
current community transmis-
sion levels.

Officials at Morris
Hospital emphasize that the
CDC's Community

“Transmission” level is not the
same as Community “Risk
Level” and that it is possible for
a community to be at a low or
moderate “risk” level but a
high “transmission” level, in
which case masks would be
required. Morris Hospital's
masking requirement could
change weekly depending on
the current transmission level.

As has always been the
hospital's visiting policy, any-
one currently showing signs of
illness should not visit or
accompany a patient. 

Current visitor guidelines
are posted at all times on the
hospital website under mor-
rishospital.org/visitors. With
the approaching flu season, it
is recommended to check the
hospital website for current
visiting guidelines before visit-
ing a patient in the hospital.

Morris Hospital updates visitor, mask guidelines

BY KEVIN BESSLER
THE CENTER SQUARE

A new report on the best
and worst states for health
care gives favorable reviews
for Illinois.

The financial website
MoneyGeek analyzed a wide
array of statistics, from
health outcomes, to health
access and cost to determine
how states rank in terms of
health care.

MoneyGeek also con-
sulted health industry
experts to understand some
of the potential choices
states are making to affect
their local health care sys-
tems for better or worse.

The report ranked
Illinois as the 11th best state
for health care with a score
of 80.8.

“Illinois ranked 17th for
outcomes, 21st for costs and
16th for access,”
researcher Doug Milnz said.

Illinois recently dis-
persed $49 million in federal
funding for health care pro-
grams and initiatives around
the state. Officials said the
money will be used in a wide
range of programs that aim
to keep Illinoisans healthy.

The report said the top
three states for health care
were Hawaii (99), Iowa
(95.4), and Colorado (91.6).

States that fare worse on

MoneyGeek’s health care
rankings tend to have higher
costs for less access and
higher rates of medical con-
ditions like diabetes and
obesity. The worst states for
health care are concentrated
regionally, with 8 of the 10
clustered in the South and
Southeast.

The report said West
Virginia has the worst health
care in the nation. Though
West Virginia ranks No. 6 for
accessibility, it has the worst
health outcomes in the
country and the highest
average private health insur-
ance premiums in the U.S. at
$8,546, with 48% of its popu-
lation on public health care.

Illinois near the top 
for best health care

Morris Hospital will be
offering its free Rhythm of Our
Youth cardiac screening at sev-
eral area high schools this fall,
including Coal City High
School on Oct. 27. The goal is
to identify high school stu-
dents who may be at risk for
sudden cardiac death by
screening those who may have
undiagnosed cardiac abnor-
malities. 

Rhythm of Our Youth first
launched in 2016 as a result of
funding provided by generous
donors to the Morris Hospital
Foundation. Since then, over
8,000 area high school stu-
dents have been screened
through the program. 

On the screening day, a
team of specially trained vol-
unteers from Morris Hospital
perform electrocardiogram
(ECG) screenings free of
charge to students who have

received parental permission
to participate. An electrocar-
diogram is a non-invasive,
painless test that measures the
electrical activity of the heart
and detects certain heart
abnormalities that can lead to
sudden cardiac death. 

Screenings are typically
held during PE class or study
hall, depending on student
schedules. The test takes
about three minutes to com-
plete. 

Based on results of the
screenings, about three per-
cent of students are referred to
their physician for additional
follow-up. Typically, less than
one percent are found to have
a medical problem that
requires cardiac intervention.
Results are sent home to the
student's parents and are not
shared with the school.

Parents who wish to have

their child screened should
complete an electronic con-
sent form prior to the screen-
ing day by going to www.mor-
rishospital.org/rhythmofoury-
outh. 

Reed-Custer and
Wilmington high schools are
on the rotation for the 2023-
2024 school year.

Sudden cardiac death
claims more than 2,000 lives of
children and adolescents in
the United States each year.
Most victims of sudden car-
diac death have had underly-
ing heart conditions that could
have been detected through a
simple ECG. 

For more information or
to volunteer at a Rhythm of
Our Youth screening event, go
to www.morrishospital.
org/rhythmofouryouth.

Morris Hospital’s Rhythm of 
Our Youth returns high schools
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Coal City United
Methodist Church, located at
6805 E. McArdle Road in Coal
City, will host a Community
Blood Drive in conjunction
with Versiti Blood Center
on Wednesday, Nov. 2, from 3
p.m.  to 7 p.m.

Anyone willing to donate
blood can contact Karen Hart

at 708-217-5808 to schedule a
preferred time or you may reg-
ister online at www.versiti.org.

Walk-ins are also wel-
come, but appointments are
recommended. Please bring a
photo ID and eat a good meal
before donating. Please con-
sider giving blood - one pint of
blood can save up to 3 lives.

CC United Methodist 
to host blood drive 

Will gas prices rise or fall
this week? Your guess is as
good as any as the local price
per gallon, which was falling,
was triggered by world events.

Average gas prices
increased 25.9 cents per gallon
in the last week, averaging
$4.40/g, according to
GasBuddy's survey of 4,378
stations in Illinois. 

Prices are 38.4 cents per
gallon higher than a month
ago and stand 95.8 cents per
gallon higher than a year ago.

Braidwood area stations
averaged $4.03/g Monday,
according to Gasbuddy.com,
while the highest price in the
area was $4.49/g at a
Wilmington station on
Lorenzo Road. Coal City area
stations were $4.17/g as of
Monday morning while in
Morris they were $4.19 and in
Joliet jumping to $4.49.

"With OPEC+ deciding to
cut oil production by two mil-
lion barrels a day, we've seen
oil prices surge 20%, which is
the primary factor in the
national average rising for the
third straight week," said
Patrick De Haan, head of
petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois was priced at
$3.48/g Monday while the
most expensive was $9.99/g, a
difference of $6.51/g. 

The national average price
of gasoline has risen 13.8 cents
per gallon in the last week,
averaging $3.92/g. The nation-
al average stands 67.0 cents
per gallon higher than a year
ago.

"Some of the refinery
snags that have caused prices
to surge in the West and Great
Lakes appear to be improving,
with prices in those two
regions likely to inch down,
even with OPEC's decision, as
the drop in wholesale prices
has offset the rise due to the
production cut. But where gas
prices didn't jump because of
refinery issues, they will rise a
total of 10-30 cents due to oil's
rise, and some areas are cer-
tainly seeing the jump
already,” DeHaan said.

“For now, I don't expect
much improvement in prices
for most of the country, with
California and the Great Lakes
as the exception, with down-
drafts likely in the days and
weeks ahead."

Price at the 
pump rises

MEET MOLLY, she is approxi-
mately 2-years-old and is a lab
mix.  She is house trained and
great on a leash. Adoption fee
includes spay, rabies shot, dis-
temper, microchip, heartworm
test and fecal exam. Please
contact Hopeful Tails Animal
Rescue if you are interested
today at hopefultailsadop-
tions@outlook.com

Molly is
looking for 
a home

BY OSF HEALTHCARE

Did you know that 62% of
Americans drink coffee every
single day? The strong, fra-
grant brew is a favorite among
young and old, and is enjoyed
for both its flavor and caffeine
boost. 

However, in addition to
the caffeine buzz, coffee also
contains good nutrition and
may provide other health ben-
efits.

Coffee contains several
vitamins, minerals and other
nutrients, including
Riboflavin and Niacin, B vita-
mins that are important for
energy and other functions in
the body.

It also contains
Magnesium, a mineral with
many roles, such as helping
the heart and nerves to work
properly and building bones.
Potassium, which is important
for the muscles, nerves and
kidneys is also present as well
as antioxidants called

polyphenols which stop harm-
ful chemical reactions in the
body.

In addition to its nutrition
content, some studies have
found that coffee may protect
the liver and may reduce the
risk for heart disease,
Parkinson’s disease, diabetes,
gallstones and cancer.

Coffee does contain a
large amount of caffeine. That
may cause problems for some,
including anxiety, irregular
heartbeat and difficulty sleep-
ing.

The dietary guidelines for
Americans recommend 400
milligrams of caffeine or less
per day, which is equal to three
to five cups of coffee.

Pregnant and breastfeed-
ing women should limit coffee
to two cups or 200 milligrams
of caffeine per day because of
possible risks to the baby. 

In addition, children and
teens, those with reflux,
uncontrolled high blood pres-
sure or problems with sleeping

should avoid or limit it.
It may also be wise to

avoid or limit drinking unfil-
tered coffee (like French press)
and eating whole coffee beans
because they contain a com-
pound that has been connect-
ed with higher triglyceride and
cholesterol levels.

While coffee may have
health benefits, specialty cof-
fee drinks can be significant
sources of extra calories, satu-
rated fat and added sugar. You
may be surprised by the calo-
ries and sugar found in just
one drink. A French vanilla
latte from Dunkin with whole
milk: 330 calories, 5 grams (g)
saturated fat and 31 grams
added sugars. A frozen hazel-
nut swirl: 680 calories, 6 grams
saturated fat and 119 grams
added sugars.

At Starbucks (Grande
drinks) a white chocolate
mocha: 430 calories, 13 grams
saturated fat and 53 grams
sugars or a caramel frappucci-
no: 380 calories, 10 grams sat-

urated fat and 54 grams sug-
ars.

While drinks like the ones
above can be enjoyed as a spe-
cial treat, it is a good idea to
choose them less often.
Instead, try a latte, cappuccino
or macchiato with skim or
almond milk (70-130 calories
per medium cup).

Ask for added cocoa or
cinnamon in your drink to give
the flavor a boost.

Ask for sugar-free syrup if
you want a shot of sweetness
in your drink or request one
pump of regular syrup instead
of two or three pumps.

Order coffee black and
add your own sugar packets.
One packet of sugar equals 4
grams of sugar.

The good and bad of coffee

Country singer Scotty
McCreery has been booked for
a Jan. 28 appearance at the
Rialto Square Theatre in Joliet.
on Friday, January 27 at 8 PM.
Tickets go on sale Friday,
October 14 at 10 AM. 

Tickets went on sale for
the 8 p.m. performance. Scotty
McCreery’s current album
“Same Truck” contains his No.
1 RIAA gold-certified singles
“You Time” and “Damn Strait,”
and his current single “It
Matters to Her.” 

McCreery co-wrote 10 of
the 12 songs on “Same Truck.”
An expanded edition, Same
Truck: The Deluxe Album, will
be released on Nov. 18, with six
additional new songs. 

He achieved new heights
by earning three back-to-back
No. 1 hits from his last album
“Seasons Change,” which
debuted at No. 1 on the

Billboard Country Album
chart: the RIAA Double
Platinum-certified “Five More
Minutes,” the RIAA Platinum-
certified “This Is It,” which
stayed at the top of the charts
for two weeks, and RIAA Gold-
certified “In Between.” 

McCreery won the 10th
season of “American Idol” in
2011; was named the ACM
New Artist of the Year in 2011;
won the CMT Music Award for
Breakthrough Video of the Year
and more.

The North Carolina native
released his first book, Go Big
or Go Home: The Journey
Toward the Dream, in 2016.
His song “Five More Minutes”
inspired a popular movie of
the same name which aired on
the Hallmark Movies &
Mysteries Network during
November-December 2021. 

Scotty McCreery to
perform at the Rialto
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Dear EarthTalk: Is it true
that as the planet warms, it
will be the huge demand for
and use of air conditioning
that will push us all over the
edge of cataclysmic warming?

– Joseph Still, New York,
NY

As innocuous as it may
seem, the common house-
hold air conditioner is actual-
ly a significant contributor to
climate change!

According to researchers from the
Department of Energy’s National Renewable
Energy Laboratory (NREL) and Xerox’s Palo
Alto Research Center (PARC), almost four per-
cent of global greenhouse gas emissions are the
result of air conditioning use alone. 

Even more worrisome, that number is
expected to grow. AC usage, especially in coun-
tries like India, China and Indonesia, has been
increasing steadily as average yearly income
increases.

In an analysis by the International Energy
Agency, it was found that AC use would likely
triple by 2050.

AC usage is of course problematic, but it is
also unavoidable, so what can we do? For
starters, there are definitely improvements that
could be made with regard to the engineering
of AC units. Interestingly enough, the technolo-
gy is quite archaic—in fact, it is nearly the same
as it was 100 years ago. 

Many air conditioners use a vapor com-
pression cycle to cool the air inside your home.
It is a system that requires refrigerants—chem-
ical compounds like chlorofluorocarbons and
hydrochlorofluorocarbons—to accomplish the
cooling effect. However, most of these refriger-
ants actually destroy the ozone layer. 

Thankfully, more modern air conditioners
avoid the use chlorofluorocarbons and
hydrochlorofluorocarbons, opting for less
destructive refrigerant alternatives. There are
dozens available that do not harm the ozone
layer; however, they are still considered green-
house gasses.

Despite these improvements, modern air

conditioners will still need a
lot of re-engineering if we
hope to ever make them car-
bon neutral. They are very
inefficient, not just use,
but in their production and
transportation, too. 

According to the NREL
and Xerox PARC study, of the
1,950 million tons of carbon
dioxide (CO2) released into
the atmosphere as a result of

AC use every year, only 531 million tons are
associated with actually cooling the air; 599
million tons of CO2 are associated with the
dehumidification process, and 820 million tons
are due solely to leakage during production
and transportation.

Fortunately, there are a few worthwhile
prototypes being tested today that may finally
change the AC game for good.

The startup Transaera has been testing
what they call metal organic fibers (MOF’s), a
type of manufactured, highly porous material,
that is capable of passively pulling moisture
from the air.

Since almost half the energy usage of a tra-
ditional AC unit is spent on dehumidification,
passive dehumidification would translate into
huge energy savings, and therefore, huge car-
bon savings as well.

Another startup known as Blue Frontier
has been working on an AC unit that uses liquid
desiccants (drying agents) to passively dehu-
midify the air that passes through it. In addi-
tion, the machine only uses refrigerants to reg-
ulate a heat pump that maintains the salt con-
centration of the desiccants.

This vital change in design separates con-
tact between the air passing through the
machine and the refrigerant itself, thereby pre-
venting refrigerant leakage. The end result is an
AC unit that contributes 85-87 percent less car-
bon emissions than traditional AC units!

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
EarthTalk. See more at https://emagazine.com.
To donate, visit earthtalk.org. Send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

The use of air conditioners takes a toll

The unusually low water
level in the Mississippi River is
causing barges to get stuck in
mud and sand, disrupting
river travel for watercraft.

A lack of rainfall this past
summer has left the river
approaching record low levels
in some areas from Illinois
south to Louisiana. The U.S.
Coast Guard reports at least
eight groundings of barges in
the past week alone. 

Officials said it is bad tim-
ing during harvest when corn
and soybeans need to be
transported south.

Barges
getting
stuck

Elwood Community
Church will be hosting a
Fundraiser Dinner on
Saturday, Oct. 15, 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. It will be held at 101 N.
Chicago Street, in  Elwood.

Pot roast and veggies,
coleslaw, beets, and assorted

desserts will be served. Tickets
at the door are $15 for adults
and $10 for children (under
12) Carry out available. There
will be a silent auction during
the dinner so be sure to place a
bid.

Elwood Church to 
host fundraiser dinner

The St. Rose Knights of
Columbus will hold its annual
spaghetti dinner on Saturday,
Oct. 15 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in
the St. Rose School gym, 620 S.
Kankakee St., Wilmington.

Spaghetti with meat

sauce, garlic bread, desserts,
coffee and lemonade will be
served. Carry-outs will be
available.

Cost is a free-will offering
to help the Knights with com-
munity service projects.

Spaghetti dinner 
planned for Saturday
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DUPLEX FOR RENT

Diamond, 1570 Pat-
more, 2 BR, 1 BA, de-
cent kitchen w/ all appli-
ances, 1 car garage, re-
painted and new floors. 
No pets. $1,200/mo. 
Everything brand new! 
Call 815-941-4832. 
cc3942

FOR RENT

Retail/Shop for Lease, 
formerly “Big Z’s”. 101 
East Chicago St. Call 
815-693-6030 for de-
tails. ca40-43

GARAGE SALES

740 JoAnn Drive, Wil-
mington, Thursday, Friday
& Saturday, October 13,
14 & 15, 9am-3pm. Huge 
sale, Multi family, furni-
ture, jewelry, craft sup-
plies and much, much
more. cc41

Large moving sale. 135 
N. Cook St., Braid-
wood. Sat., Oct. 15, 
8am-3pm. Make an of-
fer. Lots of wooden fur-
niture, kitchenware, 
bedroom set, desks, TV 
stands, clothes, lots of 
Christmas, tools, big 
stuff. Rain or shine! 

HELP WANTED

Help with training dogs 
full or part time. Wil-
mington area. Call 
630-399-4982 before 6 
p.m. ch40-42

Polk-A-Dot Drive In 
now hiring day staff. 
Work while your kids 
are in school. Stop by 
for an application. 
Braidwood. ch38-41

LOST & FOUND

Found on South Island 
in Wilmington at the big 
pavilion, bean bags. 
815-325-1133 to iden-
tify color and claim.

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

36” Dethatcher rack for 
lawn tractor $40, GoGo 
Elite Traveler 3 wheel 
with basket $300, XL 
dog crate with wheels 
on the bottom, like new 
$50. Prefer text 
815-347-1971. ca41-43

FIREWOOD, Cherry 
BBQ firewood $159. 
Dry, seasoned, oak fire-
wood $139 plus deliv-
ery. Quick, friendly 
service. 815-260-0108. 
cc37-48

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Chicago Crew-We in-
stall high performance 
epoxy floors. Commer-
cial, residential, base-
ments, garages. We 
have a full line of deco-
rative options. Call 
815-634-0150 for free 
estimate. ca 38b-41b

Gas Fireplace Repair
40 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. 
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. ck17b-16b

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including dry-
wall repairs, plaster re-
pairs, cracks, holes, & 
patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc39-46

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966. 
tfn/47b

STORAGE WANTED

WILMINGTON BRAIDWOOD

HELP WANTED

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Check out these great sales!
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“If we didn’t pass some-
thing, we wouldn’t have gotten
anything from law enforce-
ment. We wouldn’t have gotten
a serious conversation,”
claimed Rep. La Shawn Ford
(D-Chicago) recently about
why the SAFE-T Act was origi-
nally written and passed the
way it was.

Rep. Ford was speaking
about the cash bail provisions
within the SAFE-T Act during a
public event in suburban
Forest Park, according to the
Forest Park Review.

Lots of folks on the other
side of the negotiations were
taking a hard “No” position, so
a decision was essentially
made to jam the bill through in
order to eventually force the
other side to the bargaining
table.

The cash bail provision is
the most discussed aspect of
the law. But the original legis-
lation also prevented police

officers from
using their body
cam footage to
write reports. The
provision wasn't
designed to be
permanent, but
was specifically
inserted to make
the other side
adopt a good faith
position at the
bargaining table.
It worked and the
provision was
removed in a sub-
sequent trailer bill.  

The difference between
these two topics, of course, is
that the end of cash bail has
caused big public relations
headaches for the Democratic
Party in the lead-up to the gen-
eral election, as state’s attor-
neys, sheriffs, police chiefs and
others have denounced the
law in a way that has put the
majority party on the defen-
sive. But, the Democrats have
such large supermajorities
with a new and more favorable
legislative district map that
they apparently believed they
could assume the risk.

Rep. La Ford and others
have said privately and pub-
licly that some components of
the law will have to be
changed. But they are sticking
with the overall concepts. And
with less than three months
before the elimination of cash
bail and other provisions of
the law take effect, maybe the
gambit will work. But it hasn’t
come without political trouble
for people like Gov. JB Pritzker.

I saw Gov. Pritzker at an

event not long
after he refused to
answer a question
from my associate
Isabel Miller about
what specific
changes he would
like to make to the
SAFE-T Act. I
warned him that,
since he agreed
the law needed to
be changed,
Isabel’s question
wasn’t going away.

Well, the gov-
ernor dodged the same ques-
tion again and again during
and after last week’s televised
gubernatorial debate, saying
only that he wants unspecified
“clarifications” to the law.

The governor likely didn’t
want to insult the Black
Caucus or have any sort of
negative impact on the trailer
bill discussions by publicly
negotiating against his own
side. He probably also didn’t
want to cave into pressure
from disingenuous actors and
instead wanted to tough it out
through the election and then
deal with the issue in the post-
election veto session.

Even so, campaigns ought
to be about the exchange of
ideas and the governor’s
refusal to engage deserves to
be called out.

Besides, this shouldn’t be
that difficult. For example,
some are making wild claims
about the law’s trespassing
language. Hinsdale’s Village
President Tom Cauley recently
said, according to the Hinsdale
Patch, “I guarantee you that

we're going to find ourselves
with people just camped out in
parks, and we cannot ask them
to leave. They may be in your
backyard or in your shed living
there.”

Nonsense.
The Illinois Supreme

Court’s Implementation Task
Force has officially advised law
enforcement that they “do
have discretion to remove the
person from the location of the
alleged criminal activity, and
then cite and release the per-
son from another location.”
Repeated refusals to comply
could then easily be interpret-
ed as being a threat, which
would allow an arrest.

It just seems to me that
tightening up the law’s lan-
guage to fully reflect the task
force’s guidance and resulting
inference about arrests would
be a no-brainer response to
the question about changes he
wants to make.

The list of forcible felonies
which trigger provisions to
hold people without bail could
and should also be expanded,
which even some proponents
are saying behind the scenes.

And so, not long after I
challenged Pritzker in my sub-
scriber newsletter to step up,
he did finally tell reporters on
Friday that he thought former
prosecutor state Sen. Scott
Bennett’s (D-Champaign) pro-
posed changes were worth a
look, but stopped short of
endorsing any specifics in the
Downstate Democrat’s bill.

Baby steps, I guess.

Calling out Gov. Pritzker on SAFE-T Act

The Illinois Department
of Transportation has
launched a new website,
I80will.org, to provide the
public with the latest informa-
tion on the $1.2 billion recon-
struction of Interstate 80
through Will County.

“Our commitment to fix-
ing the I-80 corridor involves
one of the most complex
stretches of interstate in the
entire country,” said Illinois
Transportation Secretary
Omer Osman. The new web-
site, I80will.org, will provide
the public the latest informa-
tion on how the project is pro-
gressing and what they can do
to detour around it.

The website includes
updates on construction
impacts on the public, reports,
newsletters and answers to
frequently asked questions,
construction schedule infor-
mation and timeline for each

portion of the project, photo
and video galleries to view
construction progress and
more.

As one of the country’s
three coast-to-coast inter-
states, I-80 through Joliet and
Will County carries approxi-
mately 80,000 vehicles a day,
about 25% of which are trucks. 

Advance work on I-80
started last year with a $41.7
million project to replace the
eastbound bridges over
Hickory Creek, Richards Street
and Rowell Avenue/Canadian
National Railroad, and west-
bound over Richards Street, in
Joliet, Rockdale and New
Lenox, while widening east-
bound I-80 from Gardner
Street to Rowell Avenue.

Once the eastbound
improvements are completed
later this year, similar
improvements will begin in
the westbound direction.

Website to keep public
informed on I-80
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The varsity Lady Wildcats came close to
having a perfect week last week until Beecher
got in the way on Thursday.

They lost to the Bobcats at home at both
the varsity and junior varsity levels in three
games.

JV lost 19-25, 25-13, 24-26. Defense was key
in keeping the games close with Skylar Rossow,
Rachel Smith, and Reese Van Duyne all having 9
digs each. Right behind them were Nikki
Quigley with 8 and Alee Del Angel with 7 digs. 

Both Quigley and Camdyn Cieskiwicz had 7
assists each as they shared the setting spot with
Cieskiwicz adding 4 digs and 2 aces and
Quigley having 3 aces.

Varsity lost 25-16, 19-25, 22-25. Again
defense was key with Bella Reyes having 14 digs
and Lexi Lairomatis having 13 to keep the
games close. Jaylee Mills led offensively with 6
kills to go along with her 5 blocks, 5 digs and an
ace. Olivia Hansen also added 9 digs, 3 aces, and
2 kills.

The Lady Cats swept the Streator Bulldogs
in Tuesday night's volleyball action. Varsity won
25-11, 19-25, 25-14. Junior setter, Clara Smith,
led her team to victory with 9 assists, 8 digs, 6
aces, and 2 kills.

Jaylee Mills led the front attack with 7 kills
and 4 blocks while also digging up 4 balls, 2
aces, and 2 assists out of the back row. Lexi
Liaromatis led defensively with 12 digs, 3 assists
and 2 aces

JV won 25-23, 25-20. Defense was key for
the JV victory with Skylar Rossow having 12 digs
and Cole Drown right behind her with 10.
Rossow added 3 kills from the front row with

Reese Van Duyne having 4 kills and 3 aces.
Camdyn Cieskiewicz led her team with 9 assists
and 6 aces. 

Freshmen won 25-19, 25-21. Collectively,
they had 25 kills for the two matches with
Peyton Buza, Melia Hincherick, and Molly
Southall all having 6 towards that amazing
offense.

The Lady Cats faced the Lady Irish from
Seneca on Monday's night volleyball action tak-
ing two out of three matches.

Varsity won in 2: 27-25, 25-18. Senior setter,
Grace Burkey, had another great game with 10
assists, 14 digs, and 2 aces. Junior setter, Clara
Smith, shared the setting with Burkey getting 12
assists and 6 digs of her own.

Offensively, Bella Reyes continued her
strong presence at the net with 10 kills, 2 blocks
and 4 aces from the serving line. Emma Grace
Strong was close behind her with 6 kills from
the right side and 2 digs.

JV lost in 3:15-25, 25-19, 22-25. Doing their
best to keep it close offensively was Skylar
Rossow, Rachel Smith, and Reese Van Duyne
each putting up 5 kills. Rossow added 9 digs and
an ace as well.  Cole Drown was unstoppable in
the backrow with 25 digs and 3 aces.

Freshmen won in 2: 25-18, 25-21. Ella
Hansen led the way with 5 kills with Peyton
Buza adding 4 and Molly Southall and Melia
Hincherick both with 3. Aubrey Strong had 2
aces and a kill.

Wilmington travels to Lisle Thursday
before competing in the Bradley Invite on
Saturday. Their final home game of the season
will be Tuesday against Peotone.

Lady ‘Cats were five points away from a perfect week

Photo by Zadie Sims
DIVING FOR THE BALL is Olivia Hansen playing at home against Streator on Tuesday.

Photo by Zadie Sims
PASSING THE BALL to her teamates is Jaylee Mills Playing against
Streator at home on Tuesday.

Photo by Zadie Sims
THE WILDCATS celebrate a point and an overall victory against Streator on Tuesday night.

BY ANN GILL
STAFF EDITOR

Two Interstate Eight Conference schools looking to join the
the Illinois Central Eight Conference are being turned away.

Coal City athletic director Dan Hutchings reported to the
Unit 1 Board of Education that discussions were taking place
with other ICE Conference schools to consider the addition of
Plano and Sandwich high schools.

The ICE Conference was established in 2018 with its first
season of competition held during the 2019-2020 school year.
ICE is comprised of Coal City, Reed-Custer, Wilmington,
Peotone, Herscher, Manteno, Streator and Lisle. 

Back in 1979 the three local schools were among the found-
ing members of the Interstate Eight, as was Plano and a few oth-
ers. Sandwich joined the conference not long after its establish-
ment. 

When Coal City, Reed-Custer and Wilmington left the
Interstate Eight after 40 years, Plano and Sandwich stayed on
and the name stayed with them and the new member districts—
and last season those districts joined with the Kishwaukee River
Conference for football only partnership that divided the teams
into two groups. 

Now it looks like Sandwich and Plano are looking to move
out of their long standing conference, but it won’t be with the
ICE. 

Unit 1 Superintendent Chris Spencer informed the Board
that the ICE Conference principals met and decided not to
expand conference membership, “so it’s a no go,” he said.

Hutchings reported the addition of two schools would allow
for a closed football conference and eliminate the difficulty in
scheduling non-conference games, and it would strengthen the
wrestling and track programs, “by adding quality schools with
good programs.”

The reasons why the principals turned down the requests
from Plano and Sandwich were not disclosed. 

Interesting to note is that Sandwich did not field a varsity
football team this season due to low participation. In fact there
were just 12 players—six juniors and six seniors—interested tak-
ing the field for the Indians. 

Two Interstate Eight schools
want to join ICE Conference

Cash isn’t always king
when it comes to future atten-
dance at IHSA state series
sporting events.

The IHSA Board approved
a recommendation to change
ticket prices for those paying
in cash vs. using the GoFan
ticketing app on their phone. 

That means football play-
off rounds that require GoFan,
the cost of cash tickets will be
one dollar more than the cost
of the digital GoFan ticket.

This will also apply if a
host school chooses to use
GoFan in a State Series round
when GoFan it is not required.

“A cash ticket option will
always exist in some capacity
for IHSA postseason events
because we respect that there
are portions of the audience
that may not have access to a
smart phone or a digital pay-
ment option,” said IHSA
Executive Director Craig
Anderson.

“However, as we continue
to broaden the usage of digital
ticketing across IHSA Sectional
events and beyond, we have
also heard frustrations from
host administrators regarding
fans with the ability to pay dig-
itally who choose not to. This
creates issues for host schools

in event management, staffing,
and financial reporting that
can impact a school’s ability to
run a successful event. Thus,
we wanted to create an incen-
tive for fans who are able to use
the digital ticketing option to
do so.”

In other action the Board
approved a recommendation
to discontinue the Three-Point
Showdown contest as a part of
the IHSA Girls & Boys
Basketball State Series.

Anderson commented
that the showdown enjoyed a
great run, but changes in the
State Series dates and format
last year created challenges
conducting it at multiple levels
of the State Series. 

“As a result, we recom-
mended discontinuing it for
the time being so we can focus
on how we make these pivotal
postseason contests the best
experience possible for the
student-athletes, coaches, and
fans.”

The Board approved a rec-
ommendation to approve the
experimental use of the shot
clock during girls and boys
basketball games for regular-
season tournaments and
shootouts this school year.

All tournaments seeking
to use the shot clock for regu-
lar-season tournaments and
shootouts must apply for
approval from the IHSA.
Information regarding the

approval process will be dis-
tributed to member schools in
mid-September.

IHSA Executive Director
Craig Anderson:ì

“The IHSA’s survey of
administrators and coaches
last year made it very clear that
our membership wasn’t ready
to implement the shot clock in
basketball at this juncture. Our
priority now shifts to gathering
feedback and data on the
impact that the shot clock cre-
ates on game play, game man-
agement, and school finances.
We look forward to working
with our schools to pilot usage
of the shot clock in some tour-
naments and shootouts this
winter.”

Paying in cash will cost
you more during the playoffs

Photo by Zadie Sims

GOING UP for the ball at the net during junior varsity action at
Reed-Custer is Alee Delangel.

PROVEN!
We offer businesses

a proven way to reach
audiences. With over

30,800 readers in
printand on the web,

we get proven
RESULTS

Call 476-7966

See more
game photos at

freepressphotos.
smugmug.com
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BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

It had all the makings of a
trap game. Second time facing
Lisle. One of their top wing-
backs Colin James unavailable
due to a concussion.

But the Wilmington foot-
ball team (6-1) did what they
usually do, controlled the line
of scrimmage and showcased
their depth to secure a 39-6
win Friday at Benedictine
University in Lisle.

"We had different kids
come in and help with the
running back spot," said head
coach Jeff Reents.

"I thought Brendan
Moran filled in well at that
spot and Jake Castle and soph-
omore Hunter Osipavicius
also helped with that."

Moran, a 6'1", 191 lb jun-
ior, got the start at wingback
and made the most of it with
five carries for 33 yards on the
Wildcats opening drive,
capped by a 12 yard touch-
down run to make it 6-0 with
5:06 left in the first.

Moran provided a differ-
ent look out of the backfield
with a good four inches and 30
pounds over the elusive James.
He finished with a team-lead-
ing 48 yards on 12 carries.

"Offensive line-wise, our
kids were able to control the
line of scrimmage."

Special teams made an
impact at the 7:17 mark of the
second quarter as a bad snap
led to a blocked punt that
Cade McCubbin ran in for a
touchdown.

Just before the half ended,
senior quarterback Ryder
Meents (4-for-7 for 89 yards)
hooked up with his favorite
target junior Reid Juster who
skied for a 20 yard touchdown
reception to make it 18-0 at
the half.

"I thought Meents threw
some nice balls and Juster did
a great job. We had to have dif-
ferent kids step up with our
injuries and Juster was one of
them," said Reents.

"It was a big play to make
the guys relax at half-time and
they played even better in the
second half."

Juster was a bit banged up
on the play and was held out
of the second half for precau-

tionary reasons. He was effec-
tive when in there though,
with four receptions for 89
yards.

"We saw him Saturday
and he looked good. We were
fortunate to have a bit of a lead
at half-time so we just played
on the safe side with him."

Wilmington had more
passing yards than rushing
yards at the intermission, a
rare occurrence for them.

They added to their lead
with a 49 yard drive to open
the second half. Meents ran it
in from a yard out, 24-0 'Cats.

Osipavicius got in on the
scoring with a nine yard
touchdown run with 2:19 left
in the third. Matthew
Swisher's two-point conver-
sion run was good to put the
score at 32-0.

Drew Walsh added a two
yard td run with 3:59 left for a
39-0 advantage.

"We were able to get
everyone in the game which is
another thing we were happy
about. A lot of our kids got
good experience."

Lisle finally got on the
board against Wilmington 58
seconds later as quarterback

Tyler Anderson found Tony
Dewald for a 19 yard touch-
down catch.

With the injury to Juster
who also serves as the Wildcat
kicker, they turned to senior
tight end/defensive back Joel
Greenidge in the second half
and he delivered, handling the
kickoff duties, connecting on
an extra point, recording a 45
yard kickoff return and playing
some defensive back.

"He has been one of our
best special teams kids all year
and with Juster going out, we
needed to look for another
kicker," said Reents.

"Greenidge was kicking
okay in practice and this was
the first time we had him do it
in a game. He was a man of all
trades and I'm really happy for
him."

Overall, the Wildcats out-
gained the Lions 289-124, with
180 yards coming on the
ground. In the two meetings
this season, they outscored
them 68-6.

"Defensively I was really
happy. We put them in a lot of
second and third and long sit-
uations. I thought our defen-
sive line really played well. I

was very pleased with all three
phases of the game."

Wilmington rushed 48
times Friday with nine kids
carrying the ball. Kyle Farrell
who was banged up last week
had 10 carries for 38 yards.

Castle had 36 yards on six
rushes and Walsh recorded
seven carries for 22 yards.

Brandon Stahulak (11)
and Meents (five) both rushed
the ball three times with
Osipavicius (11) and Swisher
(eight) recording two carries
apiece.

Lead blocker Hunter
Hayes also carried the ball
once for a yard. Defensively,
Moran led the charge with 5.5
tackles. Joey Allgood had four
stops and McCubbin and Ryan
Nelson both made 2.5 tackles.

Greenidge, Swisher and
Stahulak all recorded two
stops while Juster and Meents
both made 1.5 tackles.

Zach Willis, Hayes, Joey
Cortese, Jake Wandless, Colin
Tatera, Kaleb Skole, Kade
Hopwood and Kyle Farrell
were all in on a tackle.

The Wildcats wrap up
their three-game road trip
Friday in Streator.

Wildcat depth too much for Lisle

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

SIDE-STEPPING to follow a block by Matt Swisher is Wilmington running back Drew Walsh who
scored a two-yard touchdown.

BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

The Wildcats will make
the one hour bus ride to
Streator's Doug Dieken
Stadium for a matchup with
the Bulldogs (2-5) Friday.

Streator has done what
no other team has done so far
this season, and that is to
score more than one touch-
down against Reed-Custer.

They are coming off a 73-
14 loss to Reed-Custer but
were able to score twice while
gaining 358 yards of total
offense, including a 99-yard
touchdown pass to their
speedy wide receiver Aneefy
Ford.

"I'm very impressed with
their quarterback Christian
Benning. He's a very good
athlete, both run and pass,"
said Wildcat coach Jeff
Reents.

"The one thing he does is
scramble and make plays
longer so you really have to
cover guys for long periods of
time."

Benning was responsible
for 345 of Streator's 358 yards
last week, with 273 coming
through the air.

"We have a big challenge
of keeping him in the pocket.

His receivers often break off
their routes."

"They present a lot of dif-
ferent challenges for us so
we'll definitely need to have a
good week of practice."

The Wildcats should
have Colin James back this
week though, which will be a
boost to their offense.
Streator gave up 304 rushing
yards to R-C and 528 yards
overall.

"Streator at home always
plays well. It's a very good
facility there," said Reents.

The Bulldogs are 0-3 at
home this season but are
averaging 28 points per game
there.

With Friday's 39-6 win
over Lisle, Wilmington
clinched their 26th consecu-
tive playoff appearance.

"A lot of credit goes to a
lot of different people. We
talked about last Friday being
a t-shirt game and if we won
that, we'd get our 26 year t-
shirt."

"It’s a credit to all the kids
who have played during the
streak and a big credit to all
the coaches. I'm very thank-
ful for all of them."

Wilmington is 6-1 over-
allwith that lone loss to Reed-
Custer.

Streator's offense will
test Wildcat secondary

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

ONE MORE STEP and Wilmington running back Brendan
Moran will reach the end zone on Friday at Lisle when he
scored the first touchdown of the game.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

THE WILMINGTON DEFENSE was smothering again, holding Lisle to just 6 points on Friday. Making a stop are Cade McCubbin (11), Joe
Allgood (64) and Reid Juster (10).

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

SOPHOMORE RUNNING BACK Hunter Osipavicius was called up
to the varsity offense with a couple of starters out due to injury.
Osipavicius had two carries for 11 yards including one for a touch-
down.

Wilmington fresh-soph
running back Hunter
Osipavicius set the tone for
Friday’s game at Lisle by
returning the opening kickoff
74 yards for a touchdown.

The big play sparked the
young Wildcats to a com-
manding 47-0 victory, their
fourth shutout in seven
games, as 10 different players
ran the ball. Lisle simply didn’t
know who to zero in on as
Wilmington improved to 7-0
overall.

The Wildcat special teams
stepped up with a 78-yard
punt return by Lucas Rink
while Ryan Kettman was accu-
rate with PAT kicks finishing 5-
for-6.

Rushing leaders for
Wilmington included Kurtis
Brassard who had three carries
for 55 yards including a touch-
down, Osipavicius 40 yards
and a touchdown in three
attempts, Matthew Crichton

with three gains for 37 yards
and a touchdown and Floyd
McKendrick with 37 yards in
four tries.

Other rushers included
Joey Van Duyne with two car-
ries for 29 yards, quarterback
Rink with two touchdown runs
for a total of 9 yards, Kettman
with one run for 27, Walter
Gross - 1 for 16, Billy Moore - 1
for 9 and Evan Romano - 1 for
6 yards.

Billy Moore had an
impressive night on defense
with five tackles. Kettman was
in on four stops while Declan
Proffitt contributed three tack-
les. Finishing with two tackles
each were Spencer Parrish,
Zach Ohlund, Rink and
Crichton.

The Wildcats travel to
Streator (who lost 34-22 to
Reed-Custer) Friday before
returning home Oct. 21 for the
final game of the season
against Manteno.

F/S Wildcats
roll the Lions

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

WILDCAT JUNIOR Reid Juster leaps to catch the ball on Friday against Lisle.
Juster had four receptions for 89 yards during a 39-6 Wilmington victory.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

I’LL FOLLOW YOU! Wilmington running back Jake Castle
(3) steps in behind quarterback Ryder Meents (12) during
one of his six carries Friday night at Lisle.
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