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Racing into 
the 20th Century

Leaf vac program will
not return this fall
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

It’s been five years since
Wilmington residents spent the fall
raking their leaves to the side of the
road, where a giant vacuum came
through to suck up the mess and
whisk it away.

Now, the once popular leaf vac
program has returned to City Council
for discussion, but with no immedi-
ate plans to flip the switch.

Wilmington’s leaf vac program
first began in the late 1990s. The
council originally purchased the leaf
vac to give residents an alternative
disposal method after burning leaves
was banned.

The program was suspended in
2016. The City Council officially
scrapped the service in September of

2017. Until 2016, residents inside the
city limits could rake their leaves into
piles at the curb, and the leaf vac
would take them away.

The issue was briefly brought up
for discussion in 2021, and again dur-
ing the Sept. 6 regular meeting of the
City Council.

The program works by allowing
residents to rake their leaves into
rows at the curb, and the leaf vac,
operated by two public works
employees, would work their way
through town sucking up those
leaves.

If it were readopted, the city esti-
mates that the program would run for
six weeks throughout the fall months,
and the leaves collected would be dis-
posed of at a city location and then
hauled away to a compost supplier.

But, the equipment would need
servicing prior to use.

Necessary repairs would include
replacement of eight tires, radiator,
wheel bearings, suction tube,
hydraulic cylinder, hydraulic actuator

with wiring harness, hydraulic and a
mesh filter screen. 

The cost to the city to revitalize
the program would include $61,190
initially, and approximately $52,000
annually to run the equipment, costs
currently not in the fiscal year budget.

Members of the council said it’s a
bigger deal for people in the older

parts of town.
But, aldermen noted, the pro-

gram was not without issues.
“People would rake them out by

the road and they blow down the
street, then they clog up the storm
sewers,” Alderman Dennis Vice
noted.

“Or they may rake them [at the
wrong time] and then they are there
for two weeks, we saw that all the
time. Then it would snow and freeze
in November and the leaves would be
there the rest of winter,” Alderman
Jonathan Mietzner added.

Back when the program was sus-
pended, city leaders said the leaf vac
had become “a money pit” in mainte-
nance and overtime costs, with no
additional tax base available to help
pay for the service. Also at that time,
some residents expressed interest in
paying for a city sticker for the serv-
ice, but the city said the machine had
accumulated about $15,000 of need-
ed repairs over the years.

City officials also said back in

2017 that things that get in leaf piles
that don’t belong, such as rocks and
branches, and do damage when they
hit the mulcher. And, every season
there’s a new repair or two.

While a motion was made by
Alderman Thomas Smith to readopt
the leaf vac program, there was no
second and therefore no vote, with
aldermen voicing their desire for
more discussion before bringing the
service back.

Regardless of any potential
changes, the program will not be
brought back this year.

“There are obvious benefits,”
Mayor Ben Dietz said. “For a certain
part of town, it might make a whole
lot of sense. But then other people
[would be] paying for a service that
they’re not using.”

The city’s currently refuse con-
tract with Homewood Disposal pro-
vides yard waste pickup from April
through November. Yard waste can be
places in kraft paper bags or in 32-gal-
lon containers labeled “yard waste.”

Wilmington not ready to suck it up

THE WILMINGTON LIONS CLUB put on a first-ever OZ Fest on Saturday, attracting young and old for a flea market, games, and youth
activities on North Water Street. Among the highlights was having pictures with characters from the 1939 fantasy film “The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz.” Volunteers who played the parts included (top, from left) Flying Monkey - Mary Belter, the Cowardly Lion - Marvin Mack,
the Tin Man - Bill Weidling, Dorothy - Taylor Persic, the Wicked Witch - Ella Cooper, the Scarecrow - Mike Kelly and Glenda the Good
Witch - Justine Emerick. The Lions hope to make Oz Fest and annual event.

There’s no place like home...

Photo by Eric Fisher

SPORTMANSHIP AT MIDFIELD - Wilmington quarterback Ryder
Meents (12) and Coal City tightend Braiden Young (22) shake
hands while other captain and coaches greet prior to the start of
the varsity football game on Friday. It was a special “Military Night”
for honoring area men and women who have served in one of
the Armed Forces. The Wildcats came out in camouflage jerseys
on loan from the National Guard. There were military displays, a
flag line honoring veterans, a flyover by three planes and the dis-
play of the American Flag
hanging between Coal City and
Wilmington fire ladder trucks.
Wilmington won 17-7.

Setting the example

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Wilmington
has approved two projects for
consideration to receive
facade grant funds. However, a
third applicant approved earli-
er this year failed to earn those
funds, after some unapproved
changes were made to the
project.

The city’s facade grant
fund is a matching grant for up
to $5,000 for facade improve-
ments. The funds are available
to businesses in Wilmington’s
central business zone, as well
as those along Water Street
and Route 53 in the general
business zone.

In February, the Route 66
Bar and Grill applied for and
was approved for the program,
to assist with renovations con-
sisting sign removal, tuck-
pointing, new doors and win-
dows, and paneling.

However, once work was
completed, the end result was
not exactly what was on the
application.

“We feel that they did not
hold up their end of the bar-
gain on what we as a council
awarded for that grant...
Things that are [different]
from what they applied for,”
Mayor Ben Dietz said.

In the staff report, city

City Council rejects facade
grant fund disbursement

“THERE ARE OBVIOUS BENEFITS.
FOR A CERTAIN PART OF TOWN,
IT MIGHT MAKE A WHOLE LOT
OF SENSE. BUT THEN OTHER
PEOPLE [WOULD BE] PAYING

FOR A SERVICE THAT THEY’RE
NOT USING.”

BEN DIETZ
WILMINGTON MAYOR

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 2
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Attorney Lynch files
Schaal estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CHRISTOPHER SCHAAL, Deceased No:
22PR546

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to creditors of the
death of Christopher Schaal. Letters of
Office were issued to Norman Schaal
whose address is 2491 Hope Spring, The
Villages, Florida 32162 as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before the 14th
day of March, 2023, or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered by
claimant to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Christopher Schaal,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, Sept. 14, 21 and
28, 2022.

Village of Elwood 
consolidated election 

petition packets 
available

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONSOLIDATED 

ELECTION
NOTICE is hereby given that the

Village of Elwood‘s Consolidated Election
will be held on Tuesday, April 4, 2023.

The Village of Elwood will have the
following positions available.

Three (3) Trustee Positions, four-
year term. Petition packets for Village of
Elwood Trustee positions are available for
pick up at the Village Clerks Office in the
Elwood Village Hall, 401 E. Mississippi
Avenue. Hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Petition doc-
uments can also be obtained from the
State Board of Elections website at
www.elections.il.gov

First day to circulate petitions is
September 20, 2022.

The first day to file petitions is
December 12, 2022 at 8:00 a.m.

The last day to file petitions is
December 19, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.

For additional information, please
contact:

Julie Friebele
Village Clerk

Village of Elwood
Published in the Free Press

Advocate on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022.

District 209-U to award
contract for energy 

saving work 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that the

Wilmington CUSD 209U, Will County,
Wilmington, Illinois Board of Education pro-
poses to award an energy savings contract
to Precision Control Systems, Inc. for
improvements to heating, ventilation and
air conditioning systems, lighting systems,
control systems, and other improvements
at its facilities; under 105 ILCS 5/19b and
its amendment(s). This award will occur at
the Board of Education meeting scheduled
for September 27, 2022 at 5:30 PM, pend-
ing final review and approval by the
District’s legal counsel. The Board of
Education meets at the Wilmington High
School Board Room.
Precision Control Systems, Inc.
405 E Ridge Rd.
Griffith, IN  46319
708 862-1177  Phone
http://pcsog.com/

Questions can be directed to the
Office of the Superintendent, Wilmington
CUSD 209U, 209U Wildcat Ct.,
Wilmington, IL 60481 Phone (815) 926-
1751.

By and for the Board of Education
Wilmington CUSD 209U
Peggy Kunz, Secretary

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Sept. 14 and 21,
2022.

administrator Jeannine
Smith noted that some of
the work was substantially
different from the applica-
tion. Smith also said the
applicant had installed a
sign without a permit. 

As the administrator of
the grant, Smith denied the
funding disbursement, but
the building owner
appealed to the full city
council.

“In this case, I took a
look at the facade, and it’s
not in my opinion even
close to what was presented
initially, so I denied the
request,” Smith told the
council, adding that the
windows, doors, signage,
and facade is different from
the presentation made back
in February.

The building owner
said that because the work
was approved by the build-
ing inspector, he was
unaware that the changes
would not be covered by
grant funds.

But city leaders said
the changes were too dras-
tic from the original plans,
and it would be unfair to
other applicants for the city
to accept them.

“We’re just trying to
avoid setting he precedent
that the application as sub-
mitted is not [the final
result],” Dietz said.

The council did leave
the door open for the appli-
cant to reapply for funds.

Meanwhile, the City
Council approved grant
agreements with two addi-
tional businesses.

Community GMC, Inc.
and Oak Knoll Financial
Strategies were both
approved for participation
in the grant, with both
working on building
improvements currently.

Over the past year, the

City Council has approved
several for the grant, how-
ever, the grant award is not
disbursed until the work is
completed.

In other business
before the City Council on
Sept. 6:

• The council approved
a new hire for public works.

With Public Works
Superintendent Ken
Ewenson set to retire on
Nov. 1, the street depart-
ment will be left with just
five employees.

The council approved
the hire of a one entry-level
employee for October, in
order to retain six employ-
ees in department. The new
hire will not have a negative
budget impact as the
department’s budget cur-
rently has funding for an
additional employee,
according to the staff
memo on the new hire.

The budget impact on
the current fiscal year is
expected to be $4,200.

• The council approved
a motion to contract an
interim finance director,
following the recent resig-
nation of finance director
Matt Hoffman.

City Administrator
Jeannine Smith noted in a
staff memo that she will be
covering much of the work
of the finance director, but
was seeking assistance on
preparations fro the annual
audit and MFT audit,
among other duties.

The interim finance
director will be contracted
through the consulting firm
CliftonLarsonAllen for a
rate of $200 per hour, not to
exceed 16 hours per week.

• The council approved
finance reports and pay-
ment of bills in the amount
of $126,028.

Those payments
included a $80,114 for the
purchase of two new police
vehicles from D’Orazio
Ford. That purchase was
approved last month by the
City Council.

Council
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Five members of the
Wilmington Police
Department have earned spe-
cial recognition, thanks to
their depth of work and brav-
ery serving the people of
Wilmington.

Wilmington Police Chief
Joe Mitchell presented com-
mendations to officers earlier
this month. The medal of com-
mendation is awarded to offi-
cers and employees of the
Wilmington Police
Department for commendable
acts such as handling difficult
situations during their duties,
bravery, outstanding perform-
ance, or any action that is
above and beyond typical
duties.

In April, Officers Jose
Campos and Karl Jurgens
responded to a domestic bat-
tery in progress call that
involved a firearm. The caller
was a juvenile who was hiding
in a closet with a younger sib-
ling, and told the officers that
his mother’s boyfriend had
pointed a gun at her and
threatened to kill her.

Following a brief standoff,
the suspect finally surrendered
without further incident.

“Under these volatile and
highly dangerous circum-
stances, Officers Campos and
Jurgens were able to establish
communication, effectively
neutralize the situation, take
the male into custody, retrieve
the loaded firearm, and return
the female and her children to
safety,” Chief Mitchell said.

Campos and Jurgens were
each awarded a medal of com-
mendation for superior han-

dling of the high stress situa-
tion that resulted in the
removal of the offender with-
out injuries to anyone
involved.

Recognition was also
given to Sgt. Kristopher
Hopper and Officer Jacob
Schwartz.

In May, following a traffic
stop for illegal cell phone use,
Schwartz was able to secure
permission to search the vehi-
cle, where illegal narcotics
were discovered.

“At the station during the
interview process orchestrated
by Sgt. Hopper, the offender
provided critical information
on the whereabouts of a now-
deceased missing person,”
Mitchell said. “This informa-
tion was forwarded to the
appropriate agency, where-
upon this evidence assisted in
the discovery of a deceased
male… in a nearby communi-
ty.”

Hopper and Schwartz
were awarded the medal of
commendation for exceptional
work in looking beyond a traf-
fic stop and helping discover
evidence in a crime in a neigh-
boring community, and bring-
ing closure to the victim’s fam-
ily.

A final award was given to
Deputy Chief Adam Zink for
his response to a call in May
2020.

Zink responded at the
time to an early morning
report of an aggravated car-
jacking with the suspects
reported to be on I-55 near
Wilmington. That vehicle
crashed near Blodgett Road,
and the offended fled on foot.
After a grid search, the offend-
er was reported to be in the

vicinity of the Harborside
Marina.

“Sgt. Adam Zink respond-
ed to that area, performed a
methodical search of the entire
marina, and Sgt. Zink located
the offender hiding in the bot-
tom of a boat, and took the
offender into custody without
further incident,” Mitchell
said. “Deputy Chief Zink is

awarded the medal of com-
mendation for his courage and
dedication to the Wilmington
community by placing himself
at great risk to locate and arrest
a dangerous and violent
offender.”

The awards were present-
ed during the Sept. 6 regular
meeting of the Wilmington
City Council.

WPD honors officers for service

Courtesy photos

EARNING MEDALS OF Commendation for investigating a traffic
stop that helped lead to the discovery of the body of a  missing
man are Officer Jacob Schwartz (second from left) and Sgt.
Kristopher Hopper, pictured with Chief Joe Mitchell (left) and Mayor
Ben Dietz (right). 

CHIEF MITCHELL AND MAYOR Dietz recognized Officer Karl
Jurgens (pictured) and Officer Jose Campos for their efforts to
safely end a domestic disturbance that turned into a standoff.

RECOGNIZED FOR BRAVERY in apprehending a suspect who had
fled from police in 2020 is Deputy Chief Adam Zink.

MMoonn..,,  SSeepptt..  1199:: Trix, animal crackers, fruit punch and
choice of milk

TTuueess..,,  SSeepptt..  2200::  Mini Cini, orange juice and choice of milk
WWeedd..,,    SSeepptt..  2211:: Lucky Chams, goldfish grahams, fruit

punch and choice of milk
TThhuurrss..,, SSeepptt..  2222:: Parfait and choice of milk
FFrrii..,,  SSeepptt..  2233:: Cinnamon Toast Crunch, goldfish, apple juice

and choice of milk
Daily milk choices are fat free chocolate or 1% white milk.

Breakfast at school

MMoonn..,,  SSeepptt..  1199::  Sweet and
sour chicken, veggie fried rice,
fortune cookie, pineapple and
choice of milk

TTuueess..,, SSeepptt..  2200:: hoagie on
bun, green beans, cookie,
applesauce and choice of milk

WWeedd..,,  SSeepptt..  2211:: Chicken
patty on bun, broccoli cheese
rice, mixed fruit and choice of
milk

TThhuurrss..,,  SSeepptt..  2222::  mini
corn dogs, nachos, baby car-
rots, watermelon and choice
of milk 

FFrrii..,,  SSeepptt..  2233:: stuffed
crust pizza, fresh
veggies/ranch, strawberry cup
and choice of milk

Daily milk choices are fat
free milk and 1% white milk. 

209U Lunch menu

Briana Brozovich, of
Wilmington, has been named
to Southern New Hampshire
University's Summer 2022
President's List. The summer
terms run from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate
students who have earned a
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for the
reporting term are named to
the President's List. Full-time
status is achieved by earning
12 credits over each 16-week
term or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter/spring,
and summer.

Brozovich
named to SNHU
President’s list

Coffee &
Newspapers

One wakes you up
One opens
your eyes

EASY TO REMEMBER

www.freepressnewspapers.com



While the turn
of the century
brought the auto-
mobile to
Wilmington, the
horse did not go
away.  In fact, horses
became more popu-
lar than ever.  But
now instead of look-
ing for a good old
mare that would
pull the family car-
riage without a problem,
everybody and their brother
was looking for racehorses.
Let's go take a spin around the
track.

In 1875 the first racetrack,
known as the Wilmington
Driving Park, was constructed
on North Kankakee Street
right where Deer Creek
Estates is today.

It was owned by an asso-
ciation of local investors
headed up by M. N. M.
Stewart, who was known for
his fine European racing
stock.  At first it was a great
success, but as the members
of the Association got older,
and perhaps wiser, they let the
track get run down.

On October 1, 1886 the
Association disbanded and
the Whitten brothers pur-
chased the property.  They
also were known for their fine
racing horses. 

We read in the November
5, 1886, Wilmington Advocate
“Whitten Bros. have been
making vast improvements in
the driving park property.  An
extensive barn and other

buildings have
been construct-
ed, and the
place fitted up
generally for
breeding and
training purpos-
es.”

But they too
burned out and
by the early
1900's the Ryan
brothers had

purchased it.  The Ryan's win-
tered their horses in warmer
climates, so their track was
closed while they were away. 

That did not stop the men
of Wilmington from racing.
They found a nice smooth sur-
face to race on, close to the
middle of town - the mill race.

We read on February 3,
1905, “A large gathering was
present at the horse races held
on the ice above the little dam
on Saturday last.  Much inter-
est was manifested and some
fine racing witnessed.

First race free for all trot
or pace.  Won by Dr. B. L.
Good's horse.  John Braden
Second race; Pacing, won by
James Abell's horse, Patsy.
Third race, 2:30 class, won by
W. H. Warner's brown horse
Alderbert.  After a very exciting
finish with James Cavanaugh's
black Whirlwind.

Fourth race 3-minute
class, won by Henry
Gunning's brown horse,
Saturday, Feb 18, there will be
a race for $100 ($3,120 today)
between S. R. Moore and Peter
Doyle.  Also, one for a purse of

$25 ($780) between P. D.
Stewart and Michael Doyle.”
The following week it was
reported that over 1,000 peo-
ple came out to watch the ice
races.

That summer the Ryan's
did a land office business at
their track, but the biggest
crowd of all was on August 15,
1905, the Feast of the
Assumption.  In the past, the
holiday was much celebrated
by the Catholics, especially
the Irish Catholics, and most
people had the day off from
work.

The Advocate describes
the scene that day; “The peo-
ple began to arrive at the track
as early as 12:30 in order to be
assured that they would get
seats upon their arrival. 

From 1 to 2 o'clock, and
later, there was a constant
stream of people going to the
track in carriages, buses or on
foot.  And by 2 o'clock when
the horses were given the
word to go in the first heat of
the 5/8 of a mile running race,
there were not less than 2,500
people at the track.

Nearly every seat in the
big amphitheater was taken,
the ladies predominating.  On
either side of the amphithe-
ater and across the track
inside the enclosure, were
hundreds more spectators in
vehicles of all sorts.  The Coal
City Marine Band stationed in
the amphitheater, played
enlivening music between
heats.”

After 1905 the opening

day of Ryan Bros. Race Track
was looked forward to with
great anticipation.  The fol-
lowing 4th of July the town fes-
tivities were held at the track. 

We read, “Some 5,000
people attended the races at
Ryan Brothers' Race Track in
this place July Fourth.  Those
present claim that the pro-
gramme of that day excelled
anything of the kind hereto-
fore attempted in this county.
The guests came from all
quarters - Chicago, Joliet,
Kankakee and Morris being
well represented.

The Wilmington track is

known throughout the State as
the best race track in Will
County, and all horse men
within a radius of 50 miles of
this city come here when they
know there is anything doing.
The Ryan boys deserve great
credit for the fine programme
of races that was given.”

A decade later the Ryan
Bros. were still running the
track, but it had become a sort
of run down, sleazy place, not
exactly family friendly. On
Fourth of July, 1915 the Ryan
Bros. changed that and
banned booze. We read;

“Over 3,000 people gath-

ered at Ryan Brothers' race
track in this place Monday,
July 5, where they witnessed
one of the best race programs
ever given in this city. A good
array of horses took part in the
program, and every heat was a
race.

No intoxicating liquors
were sold on the grounds and
no gambling allowed. Every
one present was well satisfied
with the afternoon's program.
During the races the
Wilmington concert band fur-
nished the music.”
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Racing into the 20th century in Wilmington

RYAN’S TRACK - In the attached Google Earth image from 1993 the outline of the old racetrack can
still be seen in the middle of the picture.

BY CHLOE PROFFITT
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

Each week the Free Press
Advocate features seniors from
the Class of 2023. Featured this
week are Alexa Clark and
Rylan Stallard who completed
our Senior Profile questions.

Alexa Clark
What do you plan to pur-

sue upon graduation? Speech
pathology

What’s one thing most peo-
ple don’t know about you? I’m
scuba certified

What every day activity
could you win an Olympic
medal at? Sleeping in.

Your favorite thing to eat
on the school menu?  Mac n’
cheese

One thing you refuse to
eat? Cold ham and cheese

A sport or club that made
an impact on you and why?
Basketball because Dillon is a
very good motivator

If you could travel any-
where, where would you go?
Paris

Teacher shoutout?

BUSHNELL!!!!
What advice would you

give to underclassmen? Don’t
act like you own the place.

Rylan Stallard
What do you plan to pur-

sue upon graduation? A good
career

What’s one thing most peo-
ple don’t know about you? I
have the same shoe size as
Clea Duvall

What every day activity
could you win an Olympic
medal at? Being cool

Your favorite thing to eat
on the school menu?  Chicken

Alfredo
One thing you refuse to

eat? Oysters
Famous Person (dead or

alive) you would like to meet
and why? Quentin Tarantino,
he is a good director.

If you could travel any-
where, where would you go?
Japan

If you could create a class
what would it be? Cooking

Teacher shoutout?
Miller

What advice would you
give to underclassmen? Take a
shower!

WHS seniors of the week

ALEXA CLARK RYLAN STALLARD

BY CHLOE PROFFITT
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

For students, school lunch
is a moment to breath and
catch up on hot gossip or the
latest updates with your
friends. It’s about decompress-
ing while eating. However it’s a
much different situation for
the lunch ladies.

Every school day cafeteria
director Tina Brownlee and her
staff prepare 250-300 meals for
breakfast and 800-1,000 for
lunch. It is absolutely crazy
how hard these women work, a
huge thanks to them.

Almost all the food is pre-
pared at the high school and
then delivered to the three
other 209U schools.

These wonderful ladies
start cooking at seven in the
morning and must be ready by
nine a.m. to ship the food off to
the other schools. Some of the
food also requires prep days in
advance. A few cooks from the
breakfast staff even begin as
early as six a.m. 

Being a lunch lady is
nowhere near easy as they face
many challenges. Nutrition
guidelines are extremely hard
to meet. 

“I think the funding that is
put toward the program
should change. This job
requires a lot of organization. I
have to make a menu, order
food, make sure it is delivered,
prepare, manage staff, manage
four kitchens, along with
reporting for the IBSE.”, com-
mented Tina Brownlee. 

The IBSE is the Illinois
State Board of Education
which is what regulates the
nutrition standards and man-
dates that a menu must be
posted each month. 

Funding around school
lunch is not easy, they only get
so much and with that small
amount you can’t go overboard
when cooking for so man.

“Higher funds would allow
for a larger staff,” Brownlee
pointed out. “It would also
allow for home-scratch cook-
ing and creative cooking. The
time constraints and limited
staffing make it hard for all
kitchens to not rely on frozen

prepared products,” said
Brownlee.

Being part of the kitchen
staff has its good moments too. 

“I started my 30th school
year this year and seeing stu-
dents is what brings me back
every year,” Brownlee said.
“Knowing I may make a differ-
ence in a child’s life makes my
job worth it,” Brownlee said in
an email.

As a student in the
Wilmington district I can
vouch she is making a differ-
ence to many!

Next time you go to get
your school lunch be  sure to
thank these hardworking
women. They deserve it, they
do a lot for students and staff
and without them school
lunches would not be the
same. 

WHS kitchen staff leaves
a lasting impact on many

Wilmington High School
homecoming parade

The Wilmington Wildcats and the Wilmington High
School alumni are preparing for this year’s annual
Homecoming parade with the theme of “Hollywood”.

The parade line up will begin at 2 p.m., Friday Sept. 23 at
the high school parking lot and service road. The parade is
scheduled to step off at 3 p.m. sharp, traveling south on
Wildcat Drive, west on Kahler Road, then north on Kankakee
Street to the Middle School parking lot.

If your organization would like to join us in the parade,
complete the form below and return it to Ms. Angela Antos at
Wilmington High School or call (815)-926-1718 between 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. and leave the necessary information.
Applications can also be submitted through email at aan-
tos@209u.net

Those wishing to participate in the parade must be regis-
tered with the WHS student council before homecoming
week. No walk-ons will be allowed. Any driver of a float, car,
or other motorized vehicle must be a licensed driver and at
least 18 years of age. For the safety of children, only adults will
be allowed to throw candy to bystanders. 
**All participants must be either in a vehicle or on a float. No
walkers will be permitted.
****************************************************************

Wilmington High School homecoming parade

Name of organization: ________________________________

Contact person): _____________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________

School Affiliation:  Bruning___ Stevens___ WMS___ WHS___

Type of entry:   ______ Float     _____ Vehicle      

_____ Equine  _____________ Other (specify)
* Entries should be turned in to Wilmington High School no
later than 3 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 16.
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Soaring heating costs
WILMINGTON—Come winter heating

costs are going to be painfully high. Natural gas
so high this summer due to power plants burn-
ing a lot of it, plus soaring exports to Europe.
Heating oil and propane could set new records
this winter. The White House is discouraging oil
and gas drilling and implementing regulations
that will make building things like pipelines
harder to do. Plus investors are pushing Wall
Street not to invest in new fossil fuel produc-
tion limiting capital for oil and gas. New crude
oil refining capacity is badly needed. They
aren’t being built. Refineries are closing older
facilities. Hope you enjoy your new expensive
electric car!

Send to enemies
BRAIDWOOD—The scandal of classified

documents is frustrating because the MAGA
crowd is treating it like an overdue library book.
Why is security so strict? Information in the
documents could mean life or death for intelli-
gence agents as well as for population of
nations in case of war especially considering
that documents can be copied and sent around
the world to our enemies. That's why the han-
dling of certain documents are confined to a
special viewing area so they can't be pho-
tographed. Americans who have violated
national intelligence in the past have been
punished severely such as the Rosenbergs who
were executed in 1953. Why does Trump think
he's special? AMS

Money and power
MORRIS—The Democrats in Washington,

D.C. have been selling out the U.S.A. in order to
fill their bank accounts. Big business and the
politicians are sucking the blood out of the
American citizens while they live in the com-
fort that they are denying the American citi-
zens. The Democratic party has become a party
of control, crime and corruption filled with a
complete lack of compassion for the people
that supply them with the finances to live a
good life. While their greed and power crazy
brains have overwritten any decency they may
have had in their mentality. Money and power
are the only things the Democrats worship.
They should explain what kind of deal was cut
that allows foreign governments to buy up the
U.S.A. land and to give our employment and
legal rights to individuals that are not American
citizens. Democratic party is filled with traitors
for a bag of silver.

The crutch
WILMINGTON—They used to say drugs

are a crutch for people that can’t deal with real-
ity. I say religion is the crutch for people that
can’t deal with reality and reality is a crutch for
people who can’t deal with drugs.

Testing senior drivers
COAL CITY—In reference to recent article

in the Courant concerning the upcoming law
regarding trespassing to one’s property. Just
another Democratic stupid plus slyly passed
bill. We buy our property, pay taxes on it in
order to keep it and this law will allow tres-
passers to use it with little or no consequences.
If we can’t control who comes on our property
why pay the real estate taxes? Defunding the
police didn’t work too well for them but maybe
we should try defunding the taxes. Why pay
taxes on real estate that you have no control
over? It’s also a tragedy waiting to happen.
Sooner or later someone is going to test the law
and some irate homeowner is going to do what
the police can’t, because of this law and some-
one is going to get hurt or worse. Another sub-
ject to question. Why is Illinois the only state in
the country, reference The Free Press newspa-
per, to require seniors with good driving record
to be tested because of age? This is discrimina-
tion at its best or maybe worst. Are seniors in
Illinois more careless than in other states? I
think not.

Drunk on hatred
MORRIS—President Biden gave a televised

convention speech August 30, 2022 full of
anger and rage against those Republicans that
support ex-President Donald Trump. He claims
they’re racists and dividers. He mentioned
Trump’s name two times plus no one in history
has been a greater threat to the D.C. elite con-
sensus than President Trump and that is what
causes the near hysteria in D.C. The expensive
and destructive charade of the Russian
Collusion Delusion that multi year $40 million
Democrat hatched and FBI nurtured plot to
destroy first candidate then President Trump.
Voting rules were (illegally) changed in a num-
ber of states in 2020 supposedly in response to
the pandemic. Greatly expanded use of drop
boxes. Now FBI raided President Trump’s pri-
vate residence in Florida. Two years from now
the raid decisions will still be unsolved before
the 2024 election. It makes for nightly news. All
news media stations need something to talk
about, avoiding the real news like inflation and
recession. Which party is drunk on hatred?

Americans deceived
A soon to be released documentary film in

August 2022 called “Uncle Tom II” shows how
Americans have been deceived. An insightful
look at American Race Relations. “An American
Odyssey.” The Black Lives Matter movement
(among others) was founded by trained
Marxists. For those who are interested in the
impact of communism on race relations as well
as history in general it’s a must see. Also a film
called My Son Hunter will be released.
President Biden’s son’s drug addiction plus
dealing with China, Ukraine and Russia. Bet
PBS won’t show either.

Who will be next?
If we allow a mother to kill her own child,

how can we tell people not to kill each other?

They knew better
COAL CITY—My name is Susan. This is

regarding the “unequal treatment” in last
week’s paper. First of all, yes Hillary Clinton did
have stuff, information she was not suppose to
have. She voluntarily gave them back. Second,
President Trump had these papers since he left
the White House. They asked him three times
to return them. The first time he returned
some. The second time he returned more and
the lawyers said there are no more papers here.
They knew better. The third time they got a
subpoena which is legal and they found sever-
al more boxes of very secure papers which he
still denies having them and he declassified
them which he cannot do because there is a
process for that. Good bye.

On the loose
WILMINGTON—Does Wilmington have a

wild animal control officer? We have six to
seven chickens creating havoc in Northcrest
Wilmington. When driving down N. Joliet St.
many chickens came out in the street creating
a chance for an accident. I stopped the car and
followed the chickens to a yard at N. Joliet St.
There was a chicken coop hidden between two
sheds where they were kept (the door was
open). They wandered out of the yard into the
street causing a dangerous condition. When I
checked into it I found out this has been going
on for a while. They have the run of the area
inciting cats and dogs to exhaustion. These ani-
mals belong on a farm not in a residential area.
What will be next goats and cows? We have
building codes. Why not animal codes? I hope
Wilmington takes care of this problem.

Biden’s overreach
COAL CITY—I read a federal judge in

Louisiana has issued a permanent injunction
against the Biden administration’s pause on
new oil and gas leasing on federal lands and
waters. The injunction applies to 13 states that
sued the Biden administration over the mora-
torium in March 2021. The states said the lease
ban violated the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act and the Mineral Leasing Act. The judge
ruled the White House overreached and have
no authority to change the two laws. How
many years has President Biden been in
Washington, D.C.? One smart judge!

Seal our borders
Nearly five million illegal immigrants have

crossed U.S. borders in 18 months since
President Joe Biden took office, 900,000 “got
aways” evaded apprehension and have disap-
peared into the U.S. The endless flow of illegal
aliens and the lethal drugs pouring across our
border will not end until President Biden and
Vice President Harris demonstrate a willing-
ness to enforce our laws as now bus loads enter
Chicago from Texas. Our Illinois Governor
allowed us to be a sanctuary city and state.

The fight
I can’t believe I am saying this but I agree

with Dan about Trump beating Biden in a fight.
As the 160-pound Biden would attempt to
throw a right cross at Trump, Trump would
stumble like he did on the airport runway and
his 250 pounds of blubber would fall on Biden
and suffocate him.

Stop Pritzker
Stop Pritzker! He is going to put the “Safe-

T-Act” into effect. This will let the worst offend-
ers out on no bail. The Will count Gazette week
of 8/28-9/3 www.willcountygazette.com has
pictures of 32 criminals that will be released
and what they did. Half these slime balls
belong on death row. This is not fair to law-
abiding citizens, who will be attacked again. 

Over the edge
With the new Safe-T act that will take

effect in January of 2023 and the energy legisla-
tion fiasco, I will no longer vote for any
Democrat both state wide and nation wide. I
am a long time union member who on the
advice of my union reps have said the
Democrats support union members, so vote
for the Democrats. Well, the state of Illinois has
been under Democrat control for many years
and the state is the most corrupt and broke
state in the nation. Our governor’s campaign
ads are complete lies. Our state is broke both
financially as well as full of corruption. Many of

my union brothers and sisters
work at the local nuclear
plants during outages. These
plants were very close to clos-
ing. Democrats including our
governor chose to punish
Exelon for what they said was
offering jobs in exchange for
favorable legislation that
would favor the nuclear fleet.
A last minute deal was struck
to keep the plants open which
was great. But as politics were
playing out, many thousands
of families’ financial well
being was at risk. As it turns
out, it was our state Democrat
leader that was shaking down
Exelon and other businesses
for jobs for his friends and fel-
low campaign workers and
contributions. He has not
come to trial and probably
never will. Because of the cor-
ruption that continues in the
sate under Democrat control

and the Democrats new Safe-T act that will put
my family, as well as everyone else in the state
lives in danger. Enough is enough. I urge every-
one to investigate this law that the Democrats
passed through in the early morning hours
without any time to read and research the
many hundreds of pages. It is hard to believe
that the Democrats have chosen this route in
their quest to get re-elected. I think it is now or
never to vote out the people who put this law in
place. They are not doing what is right for the
citizens of Illinois. Check into our local elected
officials to see how they voted on the safety bill.
I was disappointed to find out that State
Senator Patrick Joyce did not vote against it,
but our other elected officials did vote against
it. Because the Democrats hold the majority of
votes in both houses they can push through
whatever they want, without taxpayers having
a say so. Our only way is to vote them out.

Forcing EVs
COAL CITY—GM and Ford have both

decided they will soon stop making gas pow-
ered cars and everything will be EV’s which are
vehicles that will eventually be powered by bat-
teries made in China and recharged with wind-
mills. This is America and people here love
their freedom to choose. Our government forc-
ing all electric cars will backfire. That beautiful
gas powered Dodge Ram truck looks better all
the time. I would love to own one. 

A sign of history
COAL CITY—The Coal City concrete

planters filled with beautiful flowers on the
main street are really special. Plus, whoever
owns the Verizon building on Rt. 113 with the
huge “Welcome to Coal City’ painted on one
side and coal miners painted on the other,
thank you. That is really special and history for
Coal City.

Out of jail
SHADOW LAKES—I just heard our beloved

governor just signed a bill to let second-degree
murderers out of jail with no bail. What a guy.
He has my vote.  Always, Margot Lane

Right on Biden
BRAIDWOOD—On center stage at

Trump's recent rally in Pennsylvania was the
story of Trump's fascist supporter, Timothy
Hale-Cusanelli, a rioter held in jail. Because
Cusanelli is ordered to remain in custody until
sentencing, Trump's MAGA audience
expressed great sympathy for Cusanelli. But jail
is where Cusanelli deserves to be for his acts of
obstruction and civil disorder at the insurrec-
tion in addition to violent ranting ever since.
For more than a decade Cusanelli has been
writing anti-Semitic, fascist and Nazi diatribes
and often dresses like Hitler. According to his
frightened coworkers, Cusanelli laments that
"Hitler should have finished the job." President
Biden was right to call out the fascists in MAGA
world.    Pat Dahlberg

A magical time
COAL CITY—What a pleasure it was to see

the unveiling ceremony of the Obama por-
traits. The grace and dignity of the occasion
gave Americans the opportunity to once again
smile in our living rooms watching the celebra-
tion. Those were the days when the nation
could feel safe knowing that our leaders were
trustworthy servants of the people working for
the benefit of all Americans. President Obama
was known for his sense of humor, his integrity
and his compassion. First Lady Michelle's
expression that 'when the enemy goes low, we
go high' epitomized her effort to make the best
of political hostility. We were proud of our
President and First Lady who could be trusted
to work for the good of our land and the entire
planet as well.         Kurt K.

Beset by a madman
WILMINGTON—As former President

Trump turns our nation into a three-ring circus
of legal wrangling, he deliberately complicates
the entire mess despite dangers to human life
due to classified document exposure. But
Trump doesn't care. Legal experts ask, should
we indict a former president? The answer
should be a resounding 'yes' considering that
Trump arrogantly thumbs his nose at our
democracy and because there is precedent to
do so in similar democracies. Last year France
indicted, convicted and imprisoned former
President Sarkozy for corruption. As for the
future, Trump's clown car has made us into
such a laughingstock we must make changes to
prevent this from ever happening again.

It's the law
BRAIDWOOD—Remember when the

Bradley policewoman, Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic,
was killed in the line of duty last winter? People
lined the roads to bid her farewell as she was
laid to rest and legislation was proposed at the
state level for the death penalty for cop killers.
The FBI should receive the same support as
cops. Instead the FBI receives an escalating

number of violent threats since they raided
Mar-a-Lago including a man who stormed the
Cincinnati FBI office with an assault rifle.
Although Mike Pence has repeatedly asked
right-wingers to refrain from violence, Trump
encourages the public to disrespect the FBI.
This is the threatening character of Trump and
a Republican Party which chooses when and if
it will abide by the law at all.

Deserve protection
BRAIDWOOD—Fetal development videos

show that a baby’s brain has already appeared
by week two of their development. By the third
week of pregnancy, the heart begins to beat.
The hands, feet and legs appear during weeks
six and seven, and during weeks eight and nine,
a baby can already suck their thumb, move
their tongue, sigh, stretch, move their head and
open their mouth. Between weeks 10 and 12,
the baby’s nose and lips are fully formed and
they begin to make facial expressions. All this
in the first trimester. These videos prove with-
out a doubt that the pre born are fully human
and deserving of protection from the moment
of conception.

MAGA back peddling
COAL CITY—We laugh as we watch MAGA

Republicans back peddle as fast as they can
from their position of banning abortion. Why?
Voters have shown in Kansas and elsewhere
that they want free choice. With the Dobbs
decision Republicans are intruding into the
most sensitive issue of people's lives and peo-
ple don't like it. Birth control and same sex
marriage are the next freedoms to be under
Republican control according to warnings
from conservative Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas. But what would happen if
mixed race marriage would also be restricted?
Clarence Thomas and wife, Ginny would not
only be back peddling but squirming under the
microscope as they get a taste of their own
medicine.              Kelly

Hope it reopens
WILMINGTON—It truly breaks my heart

to see what happened to the Launching Pad. I
don’t know all of the details or what exactly
happened but when I drove by the other day
the message board outside was completely
turned off and it doesn’t even say that it’s a vis-
itors’ center where people can come in and buy
souvenirs and ice cream. So apparently it’s
totally closed. I know the owner has posted
comments that have upset people in town and
I know people in town have posted comments.
I feel like unless you know all the details don’t
be posting on social media because you might
be saying something that’s inappropriate. It’s
very sad to see the ads on TV saying explore
Illinois and explore Route 66 and to see the
Giant on TV because I’m sure people get excit-
ed seeing that then they drive down Route 66 to
find a closed building. We also have another
amazing place on Route 66, Nelly’s and I pray
that people will patronize Nelly’s and enjoy this
Route 66 treasure. I know with Covid older peo-
ple are afraid to go out to restaurants. I still see
a lot of people in grocery stores, banks, restau-
rants wearing masks and that’s their priority
but I hope people will patronize Nelly’s
because it is an icon. And to the owner of the
Launching pad, may God bless you and I hope
that you can reopen or that someone else can
purchase the building and make it the big icon
it once was. Sherrie Michaels

Why visit Texas?
WILMINGTON—I’ve noticed

Rightwingers love to demand that liberals jump
through hoops that the Right have set up. They
ask loaded questions and act outraged if the
Left declines to play into the verbal traps. They
say I hate America and I am a Communist even
though they have no clue what Communism is.
By the way, I only hate between 30 and 40 per-
cent of Americans or as they call themselves
MAGA. As an example of this empty posturing
is when they complain neither the president or
vice president have visited the border in Texas.
Why should they go when you can turn on Fox
News any time because they show the border
24/7? Besides, if they went to Texas the Right
would complain about the travel expenses for
Air Force One. One last thing, Texas has a his-
torical record of killing Democratic presidents
who visit.

Fill in the blank
WILMINGTON—A lot of Republicans feel

they can win any debate by invoking the ghost
of a dead Jew named Jesus. They use the phrase
“As a Christian I believe” and then fill in the
blank for the issue they feel can be decided by
people who believe in magic and superstition
instead of science. They are proud of their will-
ful ignorance and rejection of a changing world
in which they have less power. They feel their
religion is a trump card (pun intended) and
they should win due to their chosen faith. They
should remember that faith is what keeps casi-
nos full.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.
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Grundy County accepting bids to
replace HVAC units at Courthouse

PUBLIC NOTICE
Grundy County is inviting sealed proposals from responsible and responsive ven-

dors for the full removal and replacement of existing HVAC units located at the Grundy
County Courthouse 111 E. Washington St. Morris, IL 60450 and / or Grundy County
Sheriff’s Office 111 E. Washington St Morris IL, 60450.  Sealed proposals must be sub-
mitted in an envelope and clearly marked on the exterior “HVAC Replacement” and con-
tain four (4) copies of the complete proposal with one (1) original packet with an original
signature. No responsibility or liability will be attached to any County official, employee or
agent for the premature opening or failure to open any proposal not marked according to
this instruction.

Sealed proposals will be accepted until 1:00 pm (cst.) October 31st, 2022 at the
Grundy County Finance Department, 1320 Union St., Morris, IL 60450. At 3:00pm (cst.)
October 31st, 2022; sealed proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. Fax and
electronic submissions will not be accepted. 

Grundy County is requesting proposals from qualified firms to provide all services
required for the removal and replacement of the majority of the existing HVAC units at the
Grundy County Courthouse, and potentially the Grundy County Sheriff’s Office, in the
defined areas of the building as outlined in the following scope of work within this RFP doc-
ument.  The vendor shall provide and install new HVAC units/ systems of the same type,
same output, and equipped the same as the existing units as listed succeeding.  The exist-
ing line sets are to be cleaned and reused if as applicable; the new cooling units must be
a minimum of 14 SEER; and gas units must be a minimum of 95% efficient.  The project
will be awarded to the proposer who submits the best proposal in compliance with this
RFP. This RFP is being issued under the authority of the Grundy County Board. The
Grundy County Maintenance Department, along with the Grundy County Finance
Department will oversee all aspects of the selection process, subject to review and
approval of the Grundy County Board.

The proposed project will require full compliance with all Federal, state, and local
regulations.  You are invited to submit a proposal that includes your qualifications and a
work plan for completion of the stated project.  

Proposal documents are available at the Office of the Grundy County Finance
Department, 1320 Union St., Morris, IL 60450, and for inspection online at www.grundy
countyil.gov/proposals-and-rfp/ or Demandstar www.demandstar.com. The proposer
remains responsible for obtaining all addenda, which will be posted at the same website.
A proposal bond for 5% of the total proposal will be required. Proposals may not be with-
drawn or revoked for a period of 90 days after submission.  The successful contractor shall
be required to provide a 100% performance and payment bond in the full amount of the
awarded contract.  

All bidders are advised that this contract is subject to the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act
820 ILCS 130; as disclosed in the following BID package.  

The County of Grundy reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive
technical errors or informalities in proposal.

Chris Balkema
County Board Chairman

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12 and
19, 2022.

Bids being sought to remove
asbestos from Grundy Co. Courthouse

PUBLIC NOTICE
Grundy County is inviting sealed proposals from responsible and responsive ven-

dors for the full removal of any remaining asbestos material from the Grundy County
Courthouse.  Sealed proposals must be submitted in an envelope and clearly marked on
the exterior “Grundy County Courthouse Asbestos Removal” and contain four (4) copies of
the complete proposal with one (1) original packet with an original signature. No responsi-
bility or liability will be attached to any County official, employee or agent for the premature
opening or failure to open any proposal not marked according to this instruction.
Sealed proposals will be accepted until 1:00 pm (cst.) October 26th, 2022 at the Grundy
County Finance Department, 1320 Union St., Morris, IL 60450. At 3:00pm (cst.) October
26th, 2022; sealed proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. Fax and electronic
submissions will not be accepted. 

Grundy County is requesting proposals from qualified firms to provide all services for
the complete abatement and disposal of asbestos containing materials located within the
Grundy County Courthouse in the defined areas of the building as outlined in the following
scope of work within this RFP document. The project will be awarded to the proposer who
submits the best proposal in compliance with this RFP. This RFP is being issued under the
authority of the Grundy County Board. The Grundy County Maintenance Department,
along with the Grundy County Finance Department will oversee all aspects of the selec-
tion process, subject to review and approval of the Grundy County Board.

The proposed project will require full compliance with all Federal, state, and local
regulations.  You are invited to submit a proposal that includes your qualifications and a
work plan for completion of the stated project.  

Proposal documents are available at the Office of the Grundy County Finance
Department, 1320 Union St., Morris, IL 60450, and for inspection online at www.grundy
countyil.gov/proposals-and-rfp/ or Demandstar www.demandstar.com. The proposer
remains responsible for obtaining all addenda, which will be posted at the same website.
A proposal bond for 5% of the total proposal will be required. Proposals may not be with-
drawn or revoked for a period of 90 days after submission.  

The County of Grundy reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive
technical errors or informalities in proposal.

Chris Balkema
County Board Chairman

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12 and
19, 2022.

Something for everyone at this year’s Fall Fest
Megan’s Mission 5K steps
off at 6 p.m.

STAFF REPORT

The community will gather this week-
end in celebration of the citizens of Coal
City.

Coal City’s Village and Park Boards,
with the support of more than a dozen
local businesses, will host the second
annual Fall Fest—an event that will usher
in a new season—on Saturday, Sept. 17.

Fall Fest will include a car show, 5K
fundraising run, live music, ax throwing
and more.

Activities get underway at 4 p.m. with
a car show running north along South
Broadway from Campbell Memorial Park
until 7 p.m. 

The Megan’s Mission 5K run/walk will
step off at 6 p.m. from the 700 block of S.
Broadway. Proceeds from the run will sup-

port the Megan’s Mission Foundation’s
efforts to fund childhood cancer research
and advocacy.

The race course will have runners
heading south on Broadway to Reed Road
with a turn around that will bring them
back into town. 

Registration for the run/walk is still
open at
runsighup.com/RaceIL/CoalCity/Megans
Mission.

Additional activities for the day
including a Touch-a-Truck event, inflata-

bles, escape room, archery games, mini
golf and something called, Zombie-in-a-
Box. 

Snap Shot Band will perform from 7-
10 p.m. in the parking lot at Bob’s
Advanced Auto  &Tire, and there will be a
host of food and beverages available
including turkey poorboys and baked
good from New Hope Presbyterian
Church, lemon shake ups prepared by the
Coal City High School Science Club, the
Boy Scouts will be grilling brats and the
Cub Scouts will be selling Dan’s candy
apples. Picture Me Smokin’ will have its
barbecue trailer open and the towns bars
and restaurants will also be open.

To kick-off the celebration Bob’s
Advanced Auto & Tire will host a customer
appreciation evening in the business
parking lot on Friday, Sept. 16.

Food will be served from 7-9 p.m., a
mechanical bull and escape room will be
operating from 6-10 p.m. and there will be
live music by Bad Choices from 9 p.m. to
midnight.

Grundy County Sheriff�s Department photo

GRUNDY COUNTY SHERIFF’S deputy Zachary Spesia was pre-
sented a MADD Hero Award on Saturday, Sept. 10 during the 13th
Law Enforcement Recognition dinner hosted by Mothers Against
Drunk Driving [MADD] of Illinois, in partnership with the Illinois
Department of Transportation. The ceremony is held annually to
recognize the tireless work of law enforcement partners across the
state.  Spesia was one of 22 law enforcement officers recognized
for outstanding DUI enforcement in the past year. In all there were
29 awards handed out honoring individuals who have gone above
and beyond to keep the state’s roadways safe from impaired driv-
ers. Spesia, of Coal City, joined the sheriff’s office in 2019. 

Spesia honored by MADD
for DUI enforcement

MORRIS —
Applications are available
for Grundy County Heroes &
Helpers 2020 Shop with a
Hero holiday event.

Families with children
ages 4-15 and reside in
Grundy County who have
experienced a hardship this
year are encouraged to
apply.

Applications are avail-
able on-line at www.gch-
hinc.org and due by Nov. 25. 

Shop with a Hero is a
one- day event on Saturday,
Dec. 10, when children are
matched with a local hero—
fire, sheriff’s deputy, police
officers and emergency
medical service personnel—
and taken on a shopping
spree to Wal-Mart for
clothes, shoes, coats and
other necessities. The chil-
dren are then treated to a
holiday celebration that
includes a visit from Santa,
food and toys that have
been donated throughout
the year.

“This event is what we
fundraise for all year. It is
such a special day to see the
kids interacting with our
heroes,” said Grundy
County Heroes & Helpers
president Wendy Briley. 

“It’s all about celebra-
tion and positive interaction
with our first responders
while having the ability to
bless families who have
been through a difficult
time. Last year we were able

to serve 120 children,” Briley
said.

GCHH will continue
their fundraising effort over
the next couple of months
leading up to the Shop with
a Hero event. 

GCHH is a non-profit
charitable organization
comprised of first respon-
ders, their families and
community volunteers who
donate their time to help
less fortunate children
across the county. 

The organization has
two fundraisers coming up
to support the Shop with a
Hero event, the first being a
toy drive on Sept. 24 and 25
at the Morris Wal-Mart.
Volunteers will be located at
the store entrances  from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. to receive
new, unwrapped toys that
will be gifted to the children. 

The second event is the
group’s annual draw-down
set for Oct. 22 at the Gardner
American Legion Hall, 426
Industry Ave., Gardner.

Tickets are $100 and
can be secured at www.gch-
hinc. org. 

All funds raised during
this event and throughout
the year go towards the
Shop with a Local Hero
event. 

For more information
regarding application or to
learn more on how to get
involved e-mail info@chh-
hinc.org or call 815-200-
6957.

Shop with a Hero
this holiday season 

Grundy County Land Use
Department will be hosting
our fall electronic ewaste event
on Sept. 17, 2022 from 8 a.m.
until noon at the parking lot
north of the Grundy County
Animal Control Facility, 310 E,
DuPont Rd., Morris, Lynn Road
Entrance  

This event will also
include recycling for CFL bulbs
(limited amount available) and
eyeglass reuse through ICARE
International. 

Ewaste Recycling: TVs
brought for recycling will be
charged as follows: $25/each
for all TVs except projection,
50/TV projection size. Other
electronics besides TVs will be
accepted at the event. White
goods, dehumidifiers, and air

conditioners will not be
accepted.  

CFL bulb recycling will be
provided at the event for only a
limited amount of time based
on the amount of prepaid
recycling containers available.
Once those containers are full
we will not accept any further
CFL bulbs. 

Bring only bulbs that are
whole or not broken and are
contained in a clear sealed
bag. To ensure that more resi-
dents may participate, please
limit the amount of bulbs to
five per car.  

Gently Used Eye Glasses
Reuse: Eye Glasses will be
accepted by representatives
from ICARE International. All
eyeglasses shall be whole, in
gently used condition (no
scratches/loose lenses please),
and no cases will be accepted.
These eyeglasses are cleaned,
sorted by prescription, and
sent to Central and South
America to be distributed to
fulfill the needs of those com-
munities. 

Feel free to call for more
information at 815-941-3228. 

Saturday is a recycling day

The Alzheimer's
Association, Greater Illinois
Chapter would like to invite
anyone caring for a loved one
with Alzheimer's or dementia
to a monthly Caregiver's
Support Group held the first
Tuesday of every month at 7
p.m. at the First Baptist
Church of Coal City, 4470 E. Rt.
113 in Coal City. The church is
located one mile west of Coal
City on Highway 113.

This meeting is for care-
givers only. For more informa-
tion, contact Becky Haldorson
at 815-791-2658.

Support group
helping
Alzheimers
caregivers 

PEOPLE WHO READ NEWSPAPERS ARE

EDUCATED VOTERS
It all starts with newspapers



WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM The Free Press Advocate, The Coal City Courant,  Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022, page 7

Sometimes a
cocktail is born out
of a cultural phe-
nomenon, and
sometimes a cul-
tural phenomenon
adopts a cocktail
and breathes new
life into a classic. 

This is the
case with the post-
World War 2
t i k i / Po l y n e s i a n
culture boom, and
the reintroduction
of the Singapore
Sling.  Despite the Sling's asso-
ciation with the tiki bars of the
1960s, the storied history of
this classic cocktail goes back
much further.

In the decades following
its reintroduction, the
Singapore Sling has been the
victim of many questionable
recipe changes. 

The classic drink has
largely been reduced to pre-
made mixes that taste more
like cough syrup than the deli-
cious gin-based cocktail that it
was intended to be.

The eight-ingredient
Singapore Sling is actually a
spin-off of a popular American
cocktail, the Gin Sling.
Ingredients such as Cherry
Heering and Benedictine give
the Singapore Sling a truly
unique flavor profile, perfect
for getting you out of a cocktail
rut if you find yourself looking
for something new.

If you have attended bar-
tending school in the last 10-20
years, then you likely learned

to make the
Singapore Sling
using only gin,
sweet and sour,
grenadine, and
maybe a splash of
pineapple juice.
This is the version
of The Sling that is
served in most bars
and restaurants
today.

The original
Sling was invented
around 1915 at the
Long Bar in the lux-

urious Raffles Hotel in
Singapore.  The original recipe
was one of the more compli-
cated recipes of its era, so com-
plicated that the bartenders at
the hotel actually forgot how to
make the drink at one point.

During the late 60s the
recipe had to be reconstructed
using handwritten notes and
memories of former Raffles
Hotel employees.

Nobody can be sure that
the reconstructed recipe, or
any other recipe is the original,
but the consensus in the spirits
community is that the most
authentic Sling recipes will
feature two key ingredients:
Benedictine and Cherry
Heering.

Benedictine is a delight-
fully different French herbal
liqueur, and I can't tell you
exactly what is in it.  In fact, the
recipe is such a closely guard-
ed secret that it is known to
only three people at any given
time.

Some of the known ingre-

dients are juniper, saffron,
myrrh, aloe, and cinnamon.  

Benedictine is one of the
most unique liqueurs on the
market, and is absolutely the
key ingredient in the Singapore
Sling.  If it doesn't have that
dash of Benedictine, it's not a
Singapore Sling. 

A 750ml bottle of
Benedictine will set you back
around $35, a 375ml bottle is
also available for around $17.

Cherry Heering was the
most widely available cherry
liqueur in Singapore around
1915, and was served at the
Raffles Hotel. The consensus
among classic cocktail con-
noisseurs is that this was the
liqueur used in the original
Sling.

Danish grown cherries are
used in the Heering liqueur,
and it is one of the most popu-
lar cherry liqueurs, second to
only Luxardo.  Cherry Heering
retails for around $25 and is a
highly versatile liqueur.

If you have a favorite gin,
use it in the Singapore Sling.  I
prefer to use a less complex gin
in The Sling, my favorites are
Boodles, Beefeater, Gordon's,
and Tanqueray.  The complexi-
ty of a Bombay Sapphire, for
example, will be lost in a cock-
tail with eight ingredients.

Cointreau is the gold stan-
dard triple sec and I use it in
every recipe that calls for citrus
liqueur, but Bol's is also a great
triple sec at half the price.  

We will be building the
Singapore Sling in a shaker
and serving in a Collins (tall)
glass.

Fill shaker with ice
Add 11/2 oz gin
Add 4 oz pineapple juice
Add 1/2 oz Cherry Heering
Add 1/2 oz fresh lime juice
Add 1/4 oz Benedictine 
Add 1/4 oz Cointreau

(triple sec)

Add 1/3 oz grenadine
Add 1-2 oz Angostura

Bitters
Shake and strain into tall

glass over fresh ice, garnish
with any combination of cher-
ry, pineapple wedge, or orange
wheel.

Until next week, enjoy
responsibly.

Eight-ingredient cocktail packs a punch

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

The Forest Preserve is to
host a Mountain Men (zoom
webinar) on Thursday, Sept.
15, online from 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

The year is 1842. Illinois is
still a frontier state. Join in as
John is interviewed about his
extraordinary life as one of the
mountain men who inherited
the fur trade from French
voyageurs. Free, ages 13 or
older. Registration is required
by Sept. 15.

Then on Saturday, Sept.
17, the Forest Preserve will put

on a zoom called History at
Home – Trail of Death. It will
be from 2 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Between September and
November 1828, more than
850 Potawatomi made the
journey from Indiana through
Illinois, eventually ending in
Kansas in what became known
as the Trail of Death.

In this brief virtual
overview, learn more about
the forced removal and com-
memorate the lives of the peo-
ple who lived it. Free, ages 13
or older. Register by Sept. 17.

Forest Preserve to offer
historic programs on Zoom

If “nobody reads 
newspapers anymore”

then why are your
reading this one?
Newspapers have
local reach that

can’t be beat
Call 815-476-7966

to advertise
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COAL CITY—Louis “Bud” Bruno, 93,
lifelong resident of Coal City, passed
away on Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2022 at
Ascension St. Joseph Medical Center in
Joliet.

Born Jan. 4, 1929 at his home in
Coal City, he was the son of Louis and
Mary (Skubic) Bruno. Bud graduated
from Coal City High School and attend-
ed Bradley University for several years.
On Aug. 21, 1949 he married the love of
his life, Phyllis Bertagnoli, and together they
cherished 73 years of marriage. He worked for
US Rubber for 7 years, Met Life for 15 years and
finished his career at Caterpillar in 1991 after 16
years. In retirement he spent time painting res-
idential and some commercial properties.  Bud
was a lifelong member of the Coal City Lions
Club; an active member of Coal City United
Methodist Church, and belonged to the Coal
City Area Club.  He loved fishing, was an avid
golfer and truly enjoyed cutting his grass. Bud
will most importantly be remembered as a
devoted husband, father, and grandfather who
cherished his family. He was dearly loved and
will be deeply missed.

Survivors include his wife, Phyllis;
two children, Cynthia (John)

Hankovcak, of Coal City and Mark
Bruno, of Arlington Heights; two
grandchildren, Megan (Ryan) Collier,
of Hoffman Estates and Caitlin (Wes)
Anderson, of Diamond; three great-
grandchildren: Gabrielle and Alexis

Anderson and Carson Collier.
Bud was preceded in death by his

parents and one sister, Lois (Bill) Tucker.
Funeral services were held at Coal City

United Methodist Church in Coal City on
Monday, Sept. 12, 2022. Reverend Jay
Regennitter officiated and burial followed in
Braceville-Gardner Cemetery. 

Preferred memorials in Bud's memory may
be made to Coal City United Methodist Church
or the Coal City Lions Club.

Friends and family may log onto
www.ReevesFuneral.com to submit photos,
sign the online guestbook and share Bud's
memorial page via social media.

Funeral arrangements were made under
the direction and care of Reeves Funeral
Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Louis “Bud” Bruno

COAL CITY— Kimberly Rene Olroyd,
56, and a former resident of Coal City,
passed away Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022.

Born Sept. 28, 1965 in Joliet,
Kimberly Rene was a daughter of
Wilbur and Carol Olroyd, of Coal City.
She was raised in Coal City, where she
attended Coal City Elementary School
and graduated from Coal City High
School with the class of 1983. Kim went
on to attend Joliet Junior College where
she earned her degree in Applied Science,
specializing in dietary needs.

In her free time, Kim loved to read and
enjoyed anything Stephen King. She took pleas-
ure in gardening and was a wonderful cook and
baker. She also cherished her animals.

Survivors include her parents, Wilbur and
Carol Olroyd; three sisters: Pamela (Steve)
Butler, Cheryl (Tim) Butterfield and Claudia

(Rudy) Lorenz; three children: Danielle
Fessler, Dillon Lindley and Joshua

Chubb, and two grandchildren.
Kim was preceded in death by her

grandparents: Mildred Turner and
Edward Stehlik and Eileen Estock and
Wilbur Olroyd.

Green flameless cremation rites
have been accorded and a private

family memorial service will be held at
a later date.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the guest book, upload photographs and
share Kim’s memorial page online through
social media. www.reevesfuneral.com

Green flameless cremation services have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City. 

Kimberly Olroyd
GARDNER—Daniel Lee Scholtes, 63,

of Gardner, passed away July 13, 2022.
He was born March 11, 1959.

Daniel was a family man. He had
many nicknames, his favorite was
being called Papa. A few others were
Big Daddy, Homer, Bus Driver Dan,
Tank, Old Man and his daughter’s
favorite, Daddy. Dan could always be
found cheering on his daughter and
granddaughters at their many activities.
Dan loved the sport of baseball and softball
coaching over 50 years at Rivals Park when
younger to coaching his daughter and grand-
daughters in Coal City. Dan also loved his
Cubbies and Dolphins. Dan loved Coaler
Football and he could always be found leaning
on the sidelines at all home games. He spent his
prime years bowling at Stone City Post, Echo
Lanes and Channahon Lanes. Dan always loved
spending time fishing and camping at CECO, he
enjoyed taking all new people Snipe hunting. 

Dan loved kids, he had a special bond with
his amazing neighbor kids as they enjoyed his
random garage sale finds as much as he did. He
looked forward to their morning waves while
watching him feed the squirrels and the many
hugs he got from them, especially when they
called him Old Man or the Man with the Big
Belly. A special thank you to their amazing par-
ents for always showing him Love. He also loved
each and every one of his bus kids. He was so
excited when masks were removed so he could
see all of their smiles once again. Dan enjoyed

all the festivals and carnivals and weekly
garage sales and flea markets and

always found some random thing to
buy. He was always there when a
friend was in need and never asked for
anything in return. Dans heart, smile,
and humor will be greatly missed.

Dan is survived by his loving
daughter and son-in-law, Melissa and

David DeBoard; amazing granddaugh-
ters: Zoe (Annie) Stuart, Hope Danielle,

Emma Grace “Gracie,” and Nevaeh Joy
“Jelly Bean,” all of Coal City; siblings: Michelle
Scholtes, of Joliet and Ken (Sharon) Scholtes, of
Coal City; was Proud Uncle Danny known for
his duct taped gifts by his nieces and nephews:
Lynn (Rasoul) Berry, Brandon (Jess), Joe
(Nicole), Allyson, Zach, Matthew and Megan
Scholtes. Great Uncle Danny to Lauren (Matt),
Leah, Alyah and Romello; Brayden, Autumn,
Ava and Caleb; great-great-uncle to Adalynn
and Matthew and very special friend, “Old Man”
Johnny Tanner, of Braidwood.

Waiting at the Gates of Heaven when her
Papa arrived was Faith Danielle with his par-
ents, Betty and Robert Scholtes Sr. and big
brother, Robert Scholtes Jr.

There will be a Celebration of Life for Dan
at Christian Life Assembly of God in Diamond,
on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022 from 3-5 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to his family
would be appreciated.

Daniel Lee Scholtes

ELLISON BAY, WI—Matthew J.
Vigliocco, 84, of Ellison Bay, WI, passed
away peacefully in Minooka, surround-
ed by family on Sept. 7, 2022.  

He was born on Aug. 12, 1938 to
Matthew and Jessie (Little) Vigliocco.
Matt graduated from Coal City High
School, class of 1956. While attending
Joliet Junior College, he met his future
wife, Jan. They were married, Jan. 31,
1959, during his winter break from the
University of Illinois where he graduated
with a degree in business in 1960.  

Matt was a self-employed insurance agent
for 25 years in Coal City until 1985 when he and
Jan moved to Ellison Bay. During his years in
Coal City, Matt was a member of the Coal City
Area Club, where he served on the board of
directors; was active in the Lions Club, and
belonged to New Hope Presbyterian Church.

A skilled woodworker with meticulous
attention to detail, he built their home in Ellison
Bay himself.  After relocating, Matt began work-
ing at The Clearing where he enjoyed using his
skills to manage the buildings and grounds for
nearly 20 years. His continued love and talent
for woodworking was lifelong, and he was still
designing and creating well into his 80s.  

Matt was a cherished husband, father,
father-in-law, grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther, teaching and exemplifying admirable
qualities like patience, humor, and life-long
learning. When most people his age were shying
away from technology, he educated himself on
computers and built his own. He quickly
became the "go to" for family and friends' com-
puter repairs and questions, even his college-
aged grandchildren.

Matt always loved sports. His move to
Wisconsin converted him into an avid Brewers,
Bucks, and Packers fan much to the dismay of
his Illinois family. However, one shared love was
for the Illini. He never stopped rooting for his
Alma Mater, especially during basketball sea-
son.  

For many years, Matt and Jan escaped the
cold of Wisconsin and enjoyed wintering in Gulf

Shores, AL. There, they made wonderful
friendships and memories that they
treasured, but Matt's happiest place
was always in Door County.  He loved
time in his workshop, watching the
birds, maintaining his woods, and
sharing his knowledge of all things
nature with his grandchildren and

great-grandchildren.  He enjoyed visits
from family and sharing his favorite

places and restaurants. He volunteered in
Kiwanis for many years and kept old friends

and also made new ones. He was always a regu-
lar at his breakfast group on Thursdays.     

A true gentleman, Matt's integrity, even
temper, and humility set a wonderful example
for his family. His wisdom made his opinion
and advice sought after and valued, but he was
always careful to not offer it without being
asked.  His family is grateful to have the memo-
ries, fun and values he shared to remember him
and to share his legacy with his great-grandchil-
dren.

He is survived by his beloved wife of 63
years, Jan (Reeves) Vigliocco and loving daugh-
ters, Cindy (Eric) Lutz and Nancy (Jeff) Hanley;
adoring grandchildren: Molly (John) Erminio,
Zachary (Sara) Hanley, Betsy (Matt)
Wojciechowski and Alexandra (Kyle) Wilson;
great-grandchildren: Luca, Evan and Wes
Erminio; Annaliese and Eli Hanley and Cullen
Wojciechowski. His dear sister, Florence (late
Harvey) Lynn also survives.

Matt was preceded in death by his parents
and his sister, Dorothy (late Donald) Ulivi and
brother in law, Harvey Lynn.

A private Celebration of Life has been held
by his immediate family.

Memorials in Matt’s name can be made to
Samaritan’s Purse and Lightways Hospice.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photographs and share Matt's
memorial page.

Cremation services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Matthew J. Vigliocco

COAL CITY—John M.
Zentmyer, 87, of Coal City,
passed away Saturday, Sept.
10, 2022 at Arcadia Care

Nursing Home in Morris.  
He was born Dec. 16, 1934 in

Rexton, MI to  Arnold Arthur and
Carrie K. (nee Kuter) Zentmyer. John
proudly served with the National Guard
for nine years. He retired from
Caterpillar, Inc. after 40 years of employ-
ment.  After retirement, he worked at the
Silver Oaks Golf Course and Braidwood
Recreational Club, where he also served on the
board. He was a golf enthusiast and loved the
outdoors. For over 30 years he enjoyed working
with the youth, scouting with the Rainbow
Council. When his children were younger, he
was part of the Chain Gang for Reed-Custer
High School Football teams. He was an avid
member of the Assumption Blessed Virgin Mary
Catholic Church in Coal City, where he selfless-
ly dedicated his time with St. Vincent's Table
every Monday.  

Surviving are his beloved wife of 37 years,
Georgia (nee Bartholme) Zentmyer, of Coal City,
who he married Feb. 14, 1985 in Braidwood; two
step-sons, Mark (Mildred) Motzny, of
Henderson, NV and Lucas (Kelly Seroka)
Motzny, of Coal City; four children: Katherine
(William) Ball, of Channahon; John (Tina)
Zentmyer Jr., of Plainfield, IL, Carolyn (Michael)
Magruder of Joliet and Tracy (Dave) Warning, of
Wisconsin; grandchildren: Modesty Tan,

MacKenzie Motzny, Jacob Motzny,
Benjamin Motzny, Layne Motzny, Grace

Motzny, Heather Fisher, Kristi
McBride, David Zentmyer, John
Zentmyer, Jennifer Zentmyer, Valerie
Matz, Christine Connely, Hannah
Turbin, Rachael Champagne and Lisa
Dani.  

Preceding him in death were his
parents, Arnold and Carrie; daughter,

Susan Martis; grandson, William “Billy”
Ball and 11 siblings.  Cremation

rites will be accorded. Memorial visitation for
John will be at the R.W. Patterson Funeral Home
& Crematory, Braidwood, Friday, Sept. 16, 2022
from 5-8 p.m.  Memorial services will be from
the R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. to the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic
Church in Coal City for the Memorial Mass of
Christian Burial at 10 a.m.   
Inurnment will follow in Mt. Olivet Cemetery in
Braidwood.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in
his name may be directed to the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church or
Lightways Hospice.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com or find them on
Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood has been entrusted
with arrangements.

John M. Zentmyer

CUSTER PARK—Katherine Renee
(Smith) Young, 47, of Custer Park, passed
away Aug. 28, 2022 surrounded by her
loved ones at the Advent Sun-n-Lake
Hospital after a long courageous battle
with breast cancer.

Kathy was born June 2, 1975 to
Dick and Judy (Mack) Smith, formerly
of Custer Park. She graduated from
Reed Custer High School in 1993 where
she excelled in softball, basketball and
volleyball while receiving a softball scholar-
ship for UIC in Chicago and then transferring to
Eastern University graduating and majoring in
Micro-Biology. Her career began at Nestles
Water Co. in Woodridge and later transferring to
the sister plant, Nestle Water, Co. in Zephyrhills,
FL in the QA department. After 16 years she
went to work for Bevolutions in Frost Proof, FL
as their QA supervisor.

Survivors include her parents, Dick and
Judy; the love of her life, Joshua Young, who she
married on Aug. 25, 2006; their two children,

Taylor 13 and Tyler 9, making memories
that will have to last them a lifetime and
being so proud of what each of them
have achieved. Also surviving are
mother-in-law, Laurie Young; sister,
Vickie Beasley (Luke Trombley); sister,
Roycann (Smith) (Greg) Williams; sis-
ter-in-law, Bonnie Bourn and numer-

ous nieces and nephews, especially
close to Brittany Beasley (Hood) and

cousin, Karey Smith along with numer-
ous loving uncles and aunts.

Preceding her in death was a brother,
Richard Smith; grandparents, John and Joyce
Mack, Royce and Mary Smith, uncles: John D.
Mack, Dorlas Hays, William Smith and aunt
Sandy (Smith) Hefner and Ronda Smith and
Uncle Jay Hefner.

A celebration of life for Kathy will be held
on Oct. 1 at 3 p.m. at the Gardner American
Legion Hall. All friends and family are welcome.
A dinner will be provided.

Katherine Young

WILMINGTON—Bobby Watters, 42,
of Wilmington, passed away unexpect-
edly on Friday, Sept. 9, 2022.

Born Jan. 7, 1980 in Joliet, Roberto
Carlos was the son of Lauro Lopez, of
Oklahoma and the late Stacie (Dyer)
Watters-Olavesen. He was raised by his
parents, Thomas and Stacie Watters
and lived in Germany, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, and Indiana before settling to
Illinois as an adult. He made his career
working in various construction jobs and was
most proud to have served as a roughneck in
the oil fields of North Dakota. Bobby was an
avid fan of the Chicago Bears and White Sox,
and will be remembered for the nicknames he
gave to all of his loved ones.

Survivors include the love of his life, and
the mother of his children, Terra “Pterodactyl”
Lemke; four children: Kiarra “Squeak/Kiki”
Arellano 23, Jacynda “Skye/Jacy” Watters-Lopez
14, Kasandra “Kassifrass/Bird” Watters-Lopez 9
and Gabriel “Gabe/Boy” Watters-Lopez 8; one
grandchild, Illuminous “Lu,”  2; siblings: Brandi
“Azz” Watters (David) “Harry Potter” LaRoux, of
California and Brent “Chipmunk” (Pamela
“Pammy Wanny”) Watters and Nichole “Little
Big Sis” Watters and Jason Robertson, all of
Indiana; his father, Thomas (Nichole) Watters,
of Florida; maternal grandmother, Barbara
Dyer, of Wilmington; paternal grandparents:
Bill and Joan Watters, of Joliet and numerous
aunts and uncles including: Timothy "Tad"
Dyer (Renee), Christina Dyer-Ekberg (Leif ),
William Dyer (Tommie) and Mary Dyer (Debra
Descano), and several nieces and nephews, as

well as his special friends that became
family: Daniel "D-Boy" Wooters, Bobby
"Bobbo" Sharon, Reydyn "Rey"
Lemke, Nichole "Nik" Haptonstall
and Lucy "Lucifer" Shields.

Bobby was preceded in death by
his mother, Stacie (Dyer) Watters-
Olavesen; maternal grandfather, Don

Dyer, and his best friend, Tom "Z"
Zabinski.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700

E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington on Thursday, Sept.
15, 2022 from 3 p.m. until the time of funeral
service at 7 p.m. Deacon Jay Plese from St. Rose
Catholic Church in Wilmington will preside,
and cremation rites will be accorded at the con-
clusion of the services.

Bobby will be laid to rest in Mt. Olivet
Cemetery in Wilmington with his mother and
paternal grandfather.

Preferred memorials in lieu of flowers may
be made as monetary contributions to the fam-
ily to assist with expenses and for the benefit of
Bobby's children. 

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to sign the
guest book, upload photographs and share
Bobby’s memorial page online through social
media.

Funeral services and cremation arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

Bobby Watters

COAL CITY—Patricia Ann Zelinko,
81, and a lifelong resident of Coal City,
passed away Monday, Sept. 12, 2022,
following a long and courageous fight
with Alzheimer’s disease.

Born May 26, 1941 in Joliet,
Patricia Ann was a daughter of William
“Bud” and Evelyn C. (Liberty) Phillips.
She was raised and educated in Coal
City and graduated with the Coal City
High School class of 1959. On Feb. 27,
1960, Pat married Richard Zelinko in
Assumption Catholic Church. Together, they
raised two children, Joanne and Jeffery and
were married for 62 years.

Pat worked at many local establishments
during her lifetime. Her first job was a secretary
at the Joliet Army Ammunition Plant. She later
worked for Testa’s IGA Grocery Store in the pro-
duce department and went on to retire from TCI
Cable Company. Following her retirement, Pat
went back to work at the Coal City Public
Library. In addition she also volunteered as a
Cub Scout Leader, as well as with 4-H.

Pat enjoyed playing cards with friends,
reading, baking, completing large puzzles and
shopping, especially for Christmas. Pat loved
spending time with family, hosting holidays and
playing games with her grandchildren. Pat was
very creative and used her gift to crochet blan-
kets for family; decorate flower pots for her
neighbors, and make crafts with her grandchil-
dren. Pat and her husband, Richard had the
opportunity to travel many places together, and
went on many adventures with their family.

Survivors include her husband, Richard;
daughter and son-in-law, Joanne and Michael
Morrall; daughter-in-law, Julie Zelinko; grand-
children: Kyle (Alicia) Morrall, Kara (Ryan)

Barks, Megan (Daniel) Leleniewski and
Mitchell Zelinko, and one great-grand-
son, Christian Morrall.

Pat was preceded in death by her
parents, Bud and Evelyn Phillips; son,
Jeffery Zelinko, and siblings: Donna
Collier, William Phillips and Donald
Phillips.

The family will receive friends for a
memorial visitation at Reeves Funeral

Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block north
of IL Route 113 in Coal City on Thursday,

Sept. 15, 2022 between the hours of 6 and 8 p.m.
Funeral services will follow Friday, Sept. 16,
2022 at 10 a.m. in Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Roman Catholic Church, 215 S.
Kankakee St. in Coal City. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated with Reverend Josh
Miller presiding, and Deacon Bill Dunn assist-
ing.

A private family inurnment will be in
Braceville-Gardner Cemetery.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Pat’s memory to Lightway’s Hospice, 250
Water Stone Circle, Joliet, IL 60431.

The family wishes to extend their heartfelt
appreciation to Pat’s neighbors and friends for
their support, care and concern over the past
years. A special thank you is also extended to
her caregivers: Rebecca Willard, Mandy Griner
and Jenna Emmons.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photographs and share Pat’s
memorial page online through social media.

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Patricia Zelinko
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COAL CITY—Brett Lindner, 64, of
Coal City, passed away Sunday, Sept. 12,
2022 at his home surrounded by family.

Born May 31, 1958 in Morris, Brett
Arthur was a son of Lois Margaret (nee
Weber) Wharrie, of Coal City and the
late Jack Edward Lindner. He was
raised in Wilmington and Braidwood
and worked many years for Chicago
Aerosol.

Brett loved music and enjoyed play-
ing the guitar. Some of his favorite pastimes
were playing bags, watching both NASCAR and
football, and being outdoors. Brett took pleas-
ure in planting his garden and tending to the
yard. He will most be remembered for his per-
sonable demeanor and cherished his time
hanging out with his friends.

Survivors include his mother, Lois Wharrie;
children: James Lindner (Tess), of Diamond and
Kyle (Nicole) Lindner, of Morris; his long-time
companion and life partner, Annette Brassard
and her children: Tim (Jenn) Haake, Stephanie
(Brandon) Clubb and Jennifer McPherson; 25
grandchildren, five siblings: David (Martha)
Lindner, of Kentucky; Michael Lindner, of Coal
City; Jamie (Scott) Allen, of Wilmington; Laurie
Keasler, of Joliet and Beth Lindner, of

Romeoville and one sister-in-law, Donna
Millenbine, of Mill Shoals, IL, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews.

Brett was preceded in death by his
maternal and paternal grandparents,
father, Jack Lindner; two brothers,
Larry Lindner and Warren James
Lindner in infancy; one son, Nathan

Lindner and his step-father, Milton
“Mutt” Wharrie.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.

Broadway, one block north of IL Route 113 in
Coal City on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022 from 12
p.m. until time of funeral service at 3 p.m. Rev.
Dr. Roy Backus will officiate, and cremation
rites will be accorded at the conclusion of the
services.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Brett’s memory to the family for their distri-
bution.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photographs and share Brett’s
memorial page online through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City. 

Brett Lindner
The class of 1967 from

Wilmington High School is
having a 55th-year class
reunion at the VFW in
Wilmington on Saturday,

Sept. 24, starting at 5 p.m.,
ending at 11 p.m. There will
also be a get-together on
Sunday, Sept. 25 at the
South Island Pavilion from

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. There is no
cost for either event. Please
join your classmates at
these events.

Class of ‘67 to hold reunion

The Wilton Center
Federated Church at 14101 W.
Joliet Road, Manhattan,
invites the public to its annual
pork dinner Saturday, Sept. 17,
from 4:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.

The menu features roast
pork, dressing, real mashed
potatoes, gravy, coleslaw,
cranberry relish, veggies, rolls
and home baked pies and
desserts.

Tickets are $15 for adults
and $5 for children (5-10 years
and under 5 free).  Tickets can
be purchased at the door or
call 815-207-0736 or 708-715-
4648.  Dine in or carryout.

WCFC to 
host annual
pork dinner

Celebrate National Public
Lands Day exploring and expe-
riencing fall colors and migrat-
ing species at
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie. Midewin will host a Fall
Migration Photography Tour
through Prairie Creek Woods
on Saturday morning, Sept. 24.

Bring your camera and
hike along with experienced
photography instructors
through the pristine Prairie
Creek Woods at America's only
national tallgrass prairie.

We hope to see migrating
monarchs and birds, such as
vireos, warblers or flycatchers;
as well as year-round wood-
land birds, including hairy
woodpeckers, downy wood-
peckers, and cardinals.

More details, including a
map to the meeting point near
the River Road Seedbeds, are
posted online,  here. More
information about the area
where the tours will take place
is online.

Will County Audubon
Society Vice President Greg
Dubois will guide two groups,

sharing information about
bird watching as well as pho-
tography.

Early Bird Session will be 8
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. “Getting an
early start will increase our
chances of spotting migrating
and year-round woodland
birds,” DuBois said.

“We hope that the rewards
of “getting up with the birds”
will be terrific photo opportu-
nities and the chance to see
some things that we don’t typi-
cally have the opportunity to
experience in the later hours of
the morning.”   

Veterans Session will be
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. U.S.
Military veterans and family
members: Meet at 9:30 a.m. for
a 90-minute tour that will be
hosted by the USDA FS, the
Will County Audubon Society,
and Brushwood Center's “At
Ease” Nature Platoon.

If you would like your
photos that you take during
this session to be considered
for the USDA Forest Service
Date Planner, bring an extra
memory card so you can share

your photos.
The National

Environmental Education
Foundation has identified
“Giving Back Together” as this
year’s National Public Lands
Day theme. It is a reminder of
the great gift that America’s
public lands have provided as
we faced unprecedented chal-
lenges together in recent years.

“Our shared natural areas
are still here for us,” said
Midewin Prairie Supervisor
Christina Henderson. “They
are here for us to try to help de-
stress, clear our minds, re-
focus on the positive, and tap
into those wonderfully
enriched sensory experiences
that are so valuable. 

Whether you visit
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie or another public land
area, try to get out there and
enjoy the great outdoors on
this very special day.”

Participants of all ages,
skills and interests are wel-
come in either of the Fall
Migration Photography Tour
groups.

To register to participate
in the Fall Migration
Photography Tour at Midewin,
please call 815-423-6370 or
e m a i l
sm.fs.Midewin_RSVP@usda.go
v.

Fall migration photography tour at Midewin

The Forest Preserve will
be hosting a zoom webinar,
“The Bluebirds of Goodenow
Grove”, Thursday, Sept. 22,
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

It will take place online.
Learn about the bluebirds of
Goodenow, why they are
attracted to the site and how
the nesting box program and
bluebird trail work. Free, all
ages. Register online at recon-
nectwithnature.org.

Learn about
bluebirds
during webinar

Gas prices in Wilmington were on a stub-
born decline last week as the prices at more
station dropped under $4.

According to GasBuddy. com, average
gasoline prices in Illinois fell 11.9 cents per gal-
lon last week, averaging $3.98/g.

Prices in Illinois are 31.3 cents per gallon
lower than a month ago and stand 75.0 cents
per gallon higher than a year ago. 

On Monday the price of gas at Wilmington
stations varied from $3.68 to $4.08/g. In
Braidwood the price has dropped to $3.46 per
gallon while in Coal City the price at the pump
was averaging $3.79.

“We continue to see the national average
price of gasoline decline, now for the 13th
straight week. But, we're seeing drastically dif-
ferent price behaviors from coast to coast, with
some areas seeing noticeable increases while
others are seeing decreases," said Patrick De

Haan, head of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.
The national average price of diesel has

declined 5.5 cents in the last week and stands at
$5.01 per gallon.

According to GasBuddy, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois was priced at $3.32/g while the
most expensive was $5.87/g, a difference of
$2.55/g. 

"Gasoline supply remains tight for the
East Coast with some modest moves up, while
prices continue to edge lower in the Plains,
South and areas of the Great Lakes. For now, I
believe the drop in prices will overpower the
increases, leading to potentially another
decline this week, but we're in a very fragile
time and certainly could see a broader move
higher in the weeks ahead."

The national average price of gasoline has
fallen 7.6 cents per gallon in the last week, aver-
aging $3.67/g.

Gas prices vary greatly by town
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Income, property tax
rebates were part of
budget package
BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois
taxpayers will soon start
receiving rebates of their
income and property taxes,
either in the mail or by direct
bank deposits.

Speaking at a news con-
ference in Chicago where he
was flanked by other state offi-
cials and Democratic leaders
of the General Assembly, Gov.
JB Pritzker said the rebates are
intended to help soften the
impact of rising inflation and
high gasoline prices.

“Everyone knows inflation
is a global problem with local
consequences,” he said.
“Prices at the pump and at the
supermarket have taken
Illinois families on a roller-
coaster ride over the past
months. It's exactly the kind of
thing that responsible govern-
ment should help our resi-
dents with, and we have.”

Those rebates, totaling
about $1.2 billion, were part of
a larger, $1.8 billion tax relief

package that lawmakers
included in the budget they
passed this spring.

Individual income taxpay-
ers who earn less than
$200,000 who are not claimed
as a dependent on someone
else’s taxes will receive a rebate
of $50. That goes up to $100 for
couples filing jointly who earn
less than $400,000. Tax return
filers will also receive $100
rebates for each dependent
they claim, up to a maximum
of three dependents.

Homeowners who were
able to claim the property tax
credit on their 2021 tax returns
will receive an additional
rebate equal to the credit they
claimed, up to a maximum of
$300. Those rebates will go to
filers who earned less than
$250,000, or $500,000 for a
couple filing jointly.

No further action is need-
ed from eligible Illinoisans
who filed tax returns in 2021.

The payments will take at
least eight weeks to be issued
in total.

In addition to those meas-
ures, the tax relief package also
included a six-month pause,
through Dec. 31, of the auto-
matic inflation-based increase
in the state motor fuel tax; a
one-year suspension of the
state’s 1% grocery tax; and a

sales tax holiday on back-to-
school merchandise that ran
Aug. 5-14.

The package also includ-
ed a permanent expansion of
the state’s earned income tax
credit, raising it from 18% to
20% of the federal credit and
extending eligibility for that
credit to noncitizens who file
taxes using an individual tax-
payer identification number
instead of a Social Security
number.

Republicans criticized
that package as an election-

year gimmick, noting that the
rebate checks would show up
in people’s mailboxes or bank
accounts just before Election
Day, while the pause on the
motor fuel tax hike would dis-
appear soon after Election
Day.

Yet nearly all in the GOP
voted in favor of the tax relief
package, which passed 55-1 in
the Senate and 110-0 in the
House with four “present”
votes.

Tax rebate checks begin going out this week

The Illinois Department
of Transportation is reminding
the public that bridge deck
patching and repairs to
Interstate 80 between Raynor
Avenue and Gardner Street in
Joliet is underway.

Lane closures on east-
bound I-80, between Raynor
Avenue and Gardner Street,
have begun. Additionally, the
ramp from Chicago Street
(U.S.52/Illinois 53) to east-
bound I-80 will be closed.
During that time, motorists
should follow the posted
detour to access the express-
way. 

At least one eastbound I-
80 lane will remain open at all
times and westbound I-80 will
not be impacted. Eastbound I-
80 motorists traveling through
the region should consider
alternative routes to avoid the
area. Local streets are unable
to accommodate heavy or
wide trucks, so other interstate
routes are encouraged.

Additionally, the east-
bound I-80 ramp to Richards
Street is closed for reconstruc-
tion, with an anticipated
reopening in late fall. The
posted detour directs traffic to
exit Briggs Street and re-enter
westbound I-80 to access the
Richards Street exit.

To complete the project,
additional weekend lane and
ramp closures are scheduled
to take place, from 10 p.m.
Thursdays to 5 a.m. Mondays,
alternating between west-
bound and eastbound I-80 for
approximately eight consecu-
tive weekends, weather per-
mitting.

The work consists of
patching, milling, resurfacing
and pavement striping to keep
the pavement in acceptable
condition until the larger cor-
ridor project can begin. By
scheduling the work over mul-
tiple weekends this fall, the
unplanned, emergency clo-
sures that have occurred with
increasing frequency in recent
years can be minimized. Also,
by planning the repairs, they
can be performed more safely
and allow motorists the
opportunity to plan ahead and
use alternative routes to avoid
the area when feasible.

As one of the country’s
three coast-to-coast inter-
states, I-80 through Joliet and
Will County carries approxi-
mately 80,000 vehicles a day,
about 25% of which are trucks.

Advance work on I-80
started last year with a $41.7
million project to replace the

eastbound bridges over
Hickory Creek, Richards Street
and Rowell Avenue/Canadian
National Railroad, and west-
bound over Richards Street, in
Joliet, Rockdale and New
Lenox, while widening east-
bound I-80 from Gardner
Street to Rowell Avenue. Once
the eastbound improvements
are completed later this year,
similar improvements will
begin in the westbound direc-
tion.

Plans are being finalized
on the overall I-80 project that
will redesign and rebuild 16
miles from Ridge Road, in
Minooka, to U.S. 30, in Joliet
and New Lenox, while adding
or extending auxiliary lanes to
improve safety and reduce
congestion. 

Interchanges are planned
to be rebuilt or improved at
Interstate 55, Illinois 7, Center
Street, Chicago Street,
Richards Street and Briggs
Street, with a new flyover ramp
linking southbound I-55 to
eastbound I-80 to improve
traffic flow and safety. 

More than 30 bridges are
planned to be rehabilitated or
replaced, including those over
the Des Plaines River.

Closures on I-80 in Joliet 
over multiple weekends

Mobile Food Pantry is
coming to St. Lawrence
Church on Monday, Sept. 19,
from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (or
until food runs out). It will be
held at the church on  135 Rice
Road in South Wilmington (in
the church parking lot). Rain
or shine.

Northern Illinois Food
Bank’s Mobile Food Pantry
delivers healthy food (meat,
produce, and nonperishable
items) to people in need. No
identification or information

will be required or collected.
This event is open to anyone
in-need of food.

Mobile Food Pantries use
a "drive thru" method to dis-
tribute food during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Please
clear space in your trunk or
backseat so volunteers can
load boxes of food directly into
your vehicle. 

This Mobile Food Pantry is
sponsored by The Church of
Hope.

St. Lawrence Church to
hold mobile food pantry
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

2BR apt. in Diamond, 
$650/mo +utilities, no 
pets, 815-302-4406. 
cc37-40

ESTATE SALES

32329 West River 
Road, Wilmington, 
Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sept. 
15, 16, 17 from 
9am-5pm. Tools, paint, 
beds, dressers, oak 
shelving units, kitchen 
items, pictures, garden 
tools, dining tables, 
hand carved china cabi-
net and computer cabi-
net, TV stands. Every-
thing is clean, good 
condition, many vintage 
items. Reasonable 
prices. cc37

FOR FREE

Kittens, free to a loving 
home, 6 males, litter 
box trained. Call or text 
618-383-5870. fr37-38

GARAGE SALE

1666 Kirsten Lee Drive, 
Wilmington. Friday & 
Saturday, Sept. 16 & 17 
from 8am-5pm. House-
wares, decorations, 
tools, memorabilia, 
misc. ca37

221 N. Washington St., 
Wilmington. Thurs., 
Sept. 15 & Fri., Sept. 
16 from 9am-5pm. 
Home decor, cups & 
saucers, Precious Mo-
ments, dolls, old doll 
buggies, Carson & 
Hardgrove pictures, 
glassware, clothing, 
jackets, kitchen stuff. 
Rain dates Thurs. & 
Fri., October 6-7 from 
9am-5pm. cc37

GARAGE SALE

2555 Sterling Ct., Dia-
mond. Thur., & Fri., 
Sept. 15 & 16 from 
8am-4pm. Boys name 
brand size 8-14, girls 
8-12, juniors xs-med, 
women’s xl-1X, Lots of 
holiday, rugs, house-
hold décor, crosswave 
vac, Halloween cos-
tumes, AG sleigh and 
more. cc37

HELP WANTED

Green Thumb Farms, 
LLC looking for fall har-
vest help, can lead to 
year-round employ-
ment. Some experience 
preferred, but not re-
quired. CDL preferred, 
but not required. Con-
tact Andy Rousonelos, 
815-768-7066. Farm lo-
cation: Morris. cc37

VanDuyne Motel is 
looking for part-time 
maintenance man/ 
handy man, working up 
to 25 hrs/week. Also, 
looking for part-time 
housekeeper, working 
8-15 hrs/week. Please 
call 815-476-2801 or 
stop by VanDuyne Mo-
tel at 107 Bridge St., 
Wilmington, IL. Come 
to office and fill out ap-
plication. cc30b-37b

COOK NEEDED FOR 
SMALL HOMETOWN 
RESTAURANT
Union Hill Café located 
in Union Hill, IL is seek-
ing an experienced 
cook to join a dedicated 
team providing our local 
patrons with breakfast 
and lunch Tuesday - 
Friday and breakfast on 
Saturday. Qualified 
candidate will have ex-
cellent cooking skills, 
work well under pres-
sure, be able and will-
ing to adhere to special 
requests and be organ-
ized. Bi-lingual is pre-
ferred, but not required. 

HELP WANTED

Responsibilities: Be 
able to work on your 
feet for extended peri-
ods of time. Wash, 
peel, cut, and prepare 
vegetables. Prepare 
food. Serve food to cus-
tomers. Monitor the 
kitchen for cleanliness 
and safety. Assist with 
unloading the truck on 
a weekly basis.
Schedule:
5:00am-2:00pm Tues-
day - Friday
5:00am-12:00pm Satur-
day. Pay Type: $18.00 
per hour
**Please note that for 
now, Mondays are not 
open to the public, but 
you may still be needed 
to work in the restau-
rant stocking or main-
taining inventory**
Time Commitment: Full 
Time
If interested, please 
send a resume to ra-
chel@vanfab.com, or 
fill out an application at 
Union Hill Café: 80 
Center Street, Union 
Hill, IL 60969. cc37-39

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

FIREWOOD, Cherry 
BBQ firewood $159. 
Dry, seasoned, oak fire-
wood $139 plus deliv-
ery. Quick, friendly 
service. 815-260-0108. 
cc37-48

SHOP YOUR LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

MOTORCYCLES

1995 Harley Davidson 
1200 Sportster, $6,500. 
Only one owner. Low, 
low mileage. Garage 
kept. All original parts. 
Battery charger and 
chain lock included. 
Please contact Becky 
at 815-651-6593. 
cc36-37

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Gas Fireplace Repair
40 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
ck34-33

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. 
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 815-730-
1303. ck17b-16b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966.
tfn/47b

SPORTING GOODS
FIREARMS

Horton Crossbow, $100 
obo, 3 tree stands, 18’, 
best offer. Call 
815-476-6515. cc37-38

STORAGE

WANTED

Looking for a used van 
or mini van with a lift or 
cargo carrier for power 
wheelchair. Call 
815-476-2630. cc36-37

WANTED

WANTED TO BUY

*Wanted*Wanted*
Old cars, trucks or mo-
torcycles. Running or 
not. Cash buyer. Larry
815-671-8741. ca37-40

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS
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I was looking for some-
thing else recently on Scott
Kennedy’s Illinois Election
Data website and noticed he
had voter turnout numbers
from statewide races since
1990.

We all know that
Downstate has lost a signifi-
cant amount of its political
importance, but the numbers
really help illustrate this
decline.

In 1990, 42 percent of the
total vote for governor came
from Downstate counties,
while a mere 17 percent came
from the suburban collar
counties outside Cook.

By 2018, just 36 percent of
the total vote for governor

came from
Downstate and 25
percent was from
the collars. When
you expand the
definition of the
collar counties to
include some in
the Chicago metro
region that had
previously been
considered more
rural, the
Downstate figure
drops to 31 per-
cent and the share
of the collar county vote rises
to 29 percent.

I happened to be talking
with former Gov. Jim Edgar
about something else shortly
after seeing those numbers,
and when I brought it up he
said that in those days
Republicans would figure on
being stomped in the city, but
they’d win the Cook and collar
county suburbs and then the
margin Downstate would wind
up being pretty close to the
statewide spread.

In Edgar’s first gubernato-
rial election in 1990, that’s just
what happened. He lost
Chicago by 33 points, won sub-
urban Cook by 18, won the col-
lars by 27 and took Downstate
by 3, winning overall that year
by just under 3 percentage
points.

E d g a r
focused intently
on the suburbs,
campaigning on a
promise to cap
local property
taxes and high-
lighted his strong
support of abor-
tion rights, among
other things the
voters in that
region cared
about.

By 2018,
Chicago and sub-

urban Cook County made up
almost the same percentage
share of the total vote for gov-
ernor as it did in 1990, declin-
ing only by about a percentage
point. The difference, though,
is that the Cook County sub-
urbs are now firmly in
Democratic control. Edgar
won them by 18 points back in
the day, but JB Pritzker won
them by 29 points in 2018.
That’s a 47-point swing.

The collars have leaned
Democratic during presiden-
tial years since Barack Obama’s
national bid in 2008, and grad-
ually started trending more
Democratic in off-year races,
culminating in Pritzker’s three-
point collar county win over
Bruce Rauner in 2018 and his-
toric county-wide Democratic
wins in the region both that

year and in 2020.
Downstate has become

much more reliable for
Republicans. No statewide
Democrat except Secretary of
State Jesse White has won the
region for the past ten years.
Obama won it in 2008 by four
points, but lost Downstate four
years later by 7, an 11-point
flip. Pritzker lost it by 10 points
four years ago.

But the increase in
Republican identification in
the region has not been
enough to make up for its
falling vote share and the
party’s more recent disadvan-
tages in the suburbs. Pat Quinn
lost Downstate by 24 points in
2010 and still managed to eke
out a narrow victory, after all.

Partisan red meat works
well in Downstate, and
Republican gubernatorial can-
didate Sen. Darren Bailey will
likely run up his numbers
there, but it definitely doesn’t
work in the suburbs, and
Bailey has spent much of his
campaign ignoring this basic
Illinois electoral math and
crafting an under-funded mes-
sage that, if anything, almost
appears to be designed to turn
away those collar county vot-
ers. It’s impossible to win
statewide by running up the
score in a region which con-
tains barely more than a third

of the vote while turning off,
and even firing up opposition
in, the rest of the state.

Bailey’s recent “kitchen
table” policy proposal is to
require the University of
Illinois’ flagship campus to
guarantee that 90 percent of its
enrollment is made up of
Illinois residents.

Other states have similar
requirements mainly because
of pressure from parents, and
many of those folks live in the
suburbs.

When Bruce Rauner was
governor and universities
struggled without a state budg-
et, UIUC and other campuses
were left to their own devices.
The fiscal situation was only
marginally better under Pat
Quinn. Rauner took a fiscal cri-
sis and turned it into a calami-
ty.

State finances are better
now, so perhaps it is time to
start discussing the use of large
numbers of international stu-
dents to subsidize tuition for
everyone else.

But, on the politics side,
Bailey is gonna need infinitely
more than this to overcome his
geographical and ideological
deficits.

Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

Bailey needs the suburbs if he wants to win

The Illinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) will host a series of
public meetings throughout northern
Illinois to provide updated information
about Chronic Wasting Disease, its effect
on future deer populations and IDNR’s
efforts to control the disease.

Chronic Wasting Disease has been
found in deer living in Grundy, Kankakee,
Will and 16 other Illinois counties.

IDNR staff will be available to answer
questions about the disease, commonly
referred to as CWD. Landowners, hunters

and concerned citizens are encouraged to
attend.

Among five meeting locations will be
one in Wilmington at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Sept. 21, at the Des Plaines
Conservation Area, 30550 S. Boathouse
Road. A 45-minute presentation will be
given with discussion to follow.

CWD is an important issue that will
continue to dominate future deer man-
agement discussions in northern Illinois.

CWD is an always fatal neurological
disease that threatens the long-term

health of white-tailed deer in Illinois. First
documented in Illinois in 2002 near
Roscoe, CWD has been detected in 19
counties across the northern edge and
northeastern portions of Illinois, as far
south as Kankakee and Livingston coun-
ties.

For more information about the
meetings or about CWD, contact Chris
Jacques, wildlife disease program manag-
er at 773-636-0819 or by email at
chris.jacques@illinois.gov.

IDNR plans Chronic Wasting Disease meeting in Wilmington
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Wilmington’s volleyball team got its first
conference win on Thursday, beating
Herscher at home in a quick two-game set, 25-
17, 25-22.

Bella Reyes led the Lady ‘Cats with 7 kills,
7 digs, and a solo block. Jaylee Mills had 4
blocks, 2 kills, 2 aces, and 3 digs to help her
team with the victory as well. 

Setter Emma Grace Strong held her team
together with 11 assists, 4 blocks, 5 digs, and 1
kill and an ace.

It was a good night for coach Kelly Van

Duyne and her varsity squad as they hope for
many more conference wins to come.

The JV Lady ‘Cats won 25-19, 25-19.
Freshman Rachel Smith dominated at the net
with her hits and blocks along with Skylar
Rossow and Reese Van Duyne putting the ball
away too.

Defensively, Cole Drown was great in the
back row with her digs and aces.

Wilmington’s freshmen squad won 25-16,
25-20. 

The team as a whole played amazingly.

Leading offensively was Peyton Buza and
Melia Hincherick. Molly Southall was key with
her setting and aces.

At Streator
The Wildcats were able to wins 2 out of 3

levels last Tuesday against the Streator
Bulldogs. 

The freshmen won 25-17, 25-15. Peyton
Buza led her team to victory with a 9-point
serving spree in the first game and 4 aces in
the second game.

The Wilmington JV also beat the Bulldogs
25-11, 25-18. Setter Nikki Quigley had 7 aces
with Anna Morgan and Cole Drown adding
another 3 each.  Skylar Rosso also added 2
aces to go along with her 3 kills and a one dig. 

The varsity Lady ‘Cats couldn't get a con-
ference win losing 16-25, 24-26. Jaylee Mills
kept it close with 7 kills but the Lady Cats
couldn't prevail in the end.

Wilmington was to play at Reed-Custer
last night  and at Romeoville tonight before
hosting Lisle on Tuesday, Sept. 20

Lady ‘Cats get their first conference win
Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

EYE ON THE BALL - Wilmington junior Bella Reyes gets to the ball during Thursday’s win at home.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

DEFENDING THE COURT for the Lady ‘Cats is defensive specialist
Haley Dempsay.

Photo by Zadie Sims

UP AND OUT - Wilmington freshman golfer Caius Drown his out of the sand safely last week at High Point Golf Course.

The Wilmington golf team got its first win of the season on
Thursday, beating Lisle at High Point Golf Course in Essex, 206-
223.

Sophomore Shawn James shot a medalist round 40, his best
outing of the season, to lead the ‘Cats. Junior Aaron Burkey shot
a 48 while Caius Drown  carded a 53 and Joe Lewsader finished
with a 65.

“Excellent job by the golfers tonight” praised coach Mike
Wilson. “We’ve been improving with each match and it was nice
to get the victory. 

The Wildcats are 1-5 overall, 1-3 in the conference.
At Beecher

Hosting Beecher showed how good their top four are,
shooting a 164 or a 41 average, to win it. Wilmington scored a
212, which was their best team score prior to beating Lisle.

The Wildcats have three matches this week including last
night’s round at Streator, tonight at Cardinal Creek against host-
ing Peotone and Friday at Grant Park.

On Monday they will compete in the conference tourna-
ment at Wolf Creek Golf Course.

Wilmington
golfers earn 
their first win 

Photo by Zadie Sims

THE GOLF GRIP takes some time to learn as assistant coach
Lorne Burkey works with Wilmington golfer Ava Cupples last
week at High Point Golf Course.

THE JV LADY WILDCATS took first place at the JV Coal City Volleyball Invitational on Saturday, finishing 5-0 for the day. Skyla Rossow
led her team with 13 kills, 7 aces and 35 digs. Rachel Smith and Reese Van Duyne weren't too far behind with 11 and 10 respectively.
Smith also led her team in aces with 18 and  6 solo blocks. Van Duyne added 6 aces and 16 digs. Nikki Quigley had 49 assists and 15
aces. Cole Drown had an amazing defense all day with 51 digs and 3 aces. Pictured (front, from left): Cole Drown, Reese VanDuyne,
Skylar Rossow and Alee Delangel. Standing are Camdyn Cieszkiewicz, Ava Coplea, Nikki Quigley, Jessica Schnittger, Maggie Lindsey,
Rachel Smith, Amanda Miller, Anna Morgan and Coach Holly Robbins.

JV Lady Wildcats take a big win at the Coal City Invite

See more game photos at
freepressphotos. smugmug.com
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BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

No one asked for their money
back after Friday night’s football
game between Coal City and
Wilmington.

It was another clash between
two quality programs and in the end
one team faltered and the other did-
n’t. The Wildcats were fortunate to
end up on top 17-7. 

“Kudos to Coal City for coming
in here and giving us everything they
had,” commented Wilmington coach
Jeff Reents. “We were anticipating a
very physical game and Coal City
gave us one. I can't remember too
many of our games that aren't close,
obviously we're happy to get the
win.”

It was a battle of defenses
throughout the first half as the game
remained scoreless. The ‘Cats got a
break when Zach Willis got a quarter-
back sack on Coal City’s Braden
Reilly on third down. The ensuing
punt was partially blocked and
Wilmington was in good field posi-
tion only 31 yards away.

With 3:55 on the clock they
rushed for six plays to end up third-
and-goal at the one yard line. That’s
when Wildcat quarterback Ryder
Meents drilled it up the middle for a
7-0 lead with 14 seconds left before
the intermission.

“After week one and that loss to
Morris (47-10) we were pretty disap-
pointed with our physicality,” com-
mented Coal City coach Francis
Loughran. “I thought last week we've
really become a much better physical
team, defensively. That was evident
tonight as we did a good job of hold-
ing them the first half. That touch-
down just before the half may have
given them a lift but I’m proud how
our guys never gave up.”

After finishing the first half with
only one first down, the Coalers
came out after the break mounting a
methodical 10-play drive covering 70
yards, including an astute 20-yard
scamper by quarterback Braden
Reilly on third-and-long. Drake
Dearth capped the effort with a two-
yard plunge at the 7:40 mark for the
touchdown. With Braiden Young’s
PAT kick, it was a tied 7-7.

“They gave us a lot of different
looks with their offense. We had trou-
ble adjusting, defensively,” Reents
said. “What they did was they got
some yardage on a few plays by what
we call running unbalanced sets.
They  did a nice job with that and it
put us in on our heels a bit.”

After four-and-punt for
Wilmington, Coal City drove the field
again, this time starting on their own
35 and crossing midfield with a 30-
yard reception by Young. They got
close to the red zone when on fourth-
and six, a screen pass to Gavin
Carpenter ended up being for no
gain.

Wilmington took over on downs
on their own 26-yard line and moved
the ball with first down runs by Kyle
Farrell and a big gain by Meents.
They got to the 46-yard-line when

senior Colin James broke loose for a
touchdown run, his longest of the
season. The PAT kick by Reid Juster
(2-for-2 for the night) made it 14-7
with 11:52 left.

The Coalers stayed determined
when they got the ball back, march-
ing 44 yards on seven plays to get as
close as the 18-yard line. They were
backed up 10 yards on a holding
penalty and then committed two
more penalties before turning the
ball over on downs.

“That hurt. You hate to see it
because our kids had a little momen-
tum moving the ball,” Loughran
commented. “All of a sudden, penal-
ties, you know, negative plays. That’s
something we need to clean up,
especially against a team like
Wilmington who often has you in
third-and-long situations where you
can’t afford a penalty. We were kind of
beating ourselves at times.”

The death blow for Coal City
occurred with 5:51 left when on their
own 37-yard-line with a chance to
put together a scoring drive. On sec-
ond and nine, the Coalers fumbled
and Wildcat Kade Hopwood landed
on it. That set the ‘Cats up for a short
drive that ended with a 23-yard field

goal by Juster for a 17-7 win with 1:37
to go.

“We were doing some motions
in the end but we were off kilter a lit-

tle bit,” Reents said. “Their defense
kept us in second and third and long
situations a lot tonight. That's not us.
We came up with a big play with
James’ big run and then we got a
quarterback sneak early, and the
defense came through with a fumble
recovery. Those were key plays for us
because Coal City was right with us.
Kudos to our special teams for get-
ting the field goal at the end.”

Wilmington finished with 218
yards of offense, all from rushing.
The Coalers ran for 154 yards and
had 30 yards passing for 179 total.

The ‘Cats were led by James who
gained 94 yards in 21 attempts.
Farrell was right with him, rushing
for 90 yards in 20 tries. Meents con-
tributed 28 yards in six carries while
Hunter Hayes, at the fullback posi-
tion, had three carries for 6 yards.

The Coalers were led by sopho-
more Landin Benson who finished
with 97 yards in 22 attempts. Dearth
gained 16 yards in seven tries while
Reilly rushed for 20 yards in six car-
ries while passing 3-for-11 for 30
yards.

The Wilmington defense was led
by Willis who was in on 11 tackles
including a sack. James made nine
stops while Cade McCubbin and Joey
Allgood contributed five tackles
each. Brendan Moran assisted with
nine tackles, Ryan Nelson and Farrell
seven assists each, while Juster and
Hopwood tallied seven tackle assists
each.

“Coal City did a great job of
defending us as they do every year. A
lot of credit to Coal City, it's a rival
game. They played awfully hard
tonight, two good teams going at it. I
know their record shows they’re 1-2
but they're gonna win some games
down the road,” Reents said.

The Coalers host Herscher while
Wilmington travels to Peotone
Friday.

Battle between rivals ends with ‘Cats on top

Photo by Elaine Fisher

A BIG PLAY! Wildcats Brendan Moran (42), Kyle Farrell (8) and Cade McCubbin (9) indicate who has the ball during a Coal
City fumble. Wilmington senior Kade Hopwood grabbed the loose ball with 5:51 left in the game when the Wildcat lead was
just 14-7 and Coal City was moving the ball. Note the camouflage jerseys worn by the Wildcats. They were loaned by the
Illinois National Guard for military night.

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

The undefeated Wildcats
may meet their match on
Friday when they travel to
Peotone.

The Blue Devils are also
3-0, coming off a week three
victory at home over
Manteno, 28-13.

“Of the three teams
we’ve faced so far, Peotone is
probably the most like us,”
commented WHS coach Jeff
Reents. “They like to run the
ball, they have three very
good running backs they rely
on, and are good enough to
pass the ball when needed.”

Peotone opened the sea-
son at Rantoul with a 48-16
win. They played out of state
in Edgewood, Ind in week
two where they escaped with
a 26-25 victory. In all three
games they rushed for over
300 yards as a team. 

The have a senior quar-
terback in #12 James Kuypers
who seldom passes but when
he does he’s on the mark.
Against Manteno he was 2-
for-3 for 14 yards so they
have been short passes the
Blue Devils hope to turn into
big plays. That bodes well for
the Wildcat defense who has
been quick to get to the ball.

The Blue Devil running
back Dylan Sroka (Sr.) had
his best game yet on Friday,
gaining 156 yards in 18 car-
ries for an 8.7-yard average.
But Reents Sroka isn’t the
problem as much as fullback
D. Raymond piper, (#5)  a
senior who ran for 95 yards.

“He’s the bigger play-
maker I feel we have to
watch,” Reents said. “They
gave him the ball most often
against Manteno and he’s

one of this backs who brings
the ball right at you. He
makes good blocks when he’s
not carrying the ball so they
like him to be involved in
most plays.”

Their other weapon is
Chase Rivera, a sophomore,
who has had 73- and 83-yard
games.

“Peotone is very big up
front so we hope to come out
and establish ourselves early
on the line,” Reents said. “I
like the way our linemen
have been playing so far. We
may not be the biggest up
front but each of them know
what they have to do and
playing assignment football
results in a better outcome

for our running backs.”
The state-ranked

Wildcats have played a
schedule more loaded as two
of their victories have come
against teams that have yet
to win a game while
Edgewood has won only
once in four games.

“We’ve battled some
good teams and we’ve seen
some exceptional athletes
and yet we’re 3-0. That says a
lot about our team. We’ve
improved with each game
and, I suppose, so has
Peotone. But we’ll be ready,
we’ll work on our upfront
defense, and be ready on
Friday.”

Blue Devils undefeated for a reason

Photo by Elaine Fisher

A QUARTERBACK
SACK came for
Wilmington’s Zach
Willis who chases
down Coal City’s
Braden Reilly.

Photo by Elaine Fisher

A BIG STOP! Celebrating a fourth down stop by Wilmington is
senior Jake Wandless (55) who had a pair of tackles.

The fresh-soph Wildcats were firing on all
cylinders Friday night when they upended
Coal City, 47-6.

Wilmington’s defense held the Coalers to
just two first downs for the entire game as they
improve to 3-0 overall and 2-0 in the confer-
ence.

Wildcat running back Hunter Osipavicius
had an impressive night with 11 carries for 143
yards including three touchdowns. Joey Van
Duyne, who’s been consistent all season, ran
the ball eight times for 84 yards including two
touchdowns.

Quarterback Lucas Rink ran in a touch-
down during a  four carries for 31 yards night.
Walter Gross, who intercepted the ball and ran
67 yards for a touchdown, had two carries for

2 yards. Matt Crichton had a 6-yard run while
Billy Moore had a 2-yard gainer.

The Wildcat defense ruled as they held
Coal City scoreless until a couple of minutes
before the game’s end.

Freshman linebacker Zach Ohlund fin-
ished with eight tackles while Billy Moore fin-
ished with five solo tackles. Freshman line-
man Logan Van Duyne contributed four tack-
les while Joey Van Duyne and Rink were in on
three stops each. Making two tackles each
were Spencer Parrish, Matthew Crichton and
Osipavicius. Also contributing tackles were
Decklan Proffitt and Nate Cupples.

Wilmington will play at Peotone Friday.
Game time is 5 p.m.

F/S ‘Cats shutdown Coaler attack

Photo by Eric Fisher

QUARTERBACK SACK - The fresh-soph Wildcats had a swarming defense on Friday, holding Coal City
to two first downs all game. Sacking the Coaler quarterback is Zach Ohlund as teammates (from left)
Lucas Rink, Joey Van Duyne, Spencer Parrish and Gabriel Cravens hustle to the ball.
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