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WILMINGTON AND ELWOOD HAVE worked together to submit a federal grant application to create a trail between the two towns, con-
necting from Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery through Midewin at the Iron Bridge Trailhead and eventually into downtown
Wilmington.

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Northcrest was the site of
more than a half dozen crimes
of opportunity over the past
weekend, with thieves target-
ing unlocked cars and grab-
bing whatever they could
carry.

Wilmington Police Chief
Joe Mitchell said the police
department received eight
calls of car break-ins on the
night of Saturday, July 30.

“Every single vehicle was
left unlocked,” Mitchell said.
“We stress repeatedly to make
sure people keep their cars
locked.”

Mitchell said the stolen
items included a laptop, wal-
lets, loose change, and other
small items.

The chief also said the
instances of car break-ins has
increased regionally, with sim-
ilar crimes reported in Coal
City and Minooka. Mitchell
also said a suspect vehicle was
identified as stolen out of
Elwood.

“We call these crimes of
convenience, crimes of oppor-
tunity,” Mitchell said. “People
get complacent but we need to
remain vigilant that crime can
happen anywhere.”

Mitchell said the WPD is
encouraging the public to
engage in a regular 9 p.m. rou-
tine, a nightly reminder to
remove valuables from vehi-
cles, lock vehicle doors, lock
up the house, and turn on
exterior lights and

Burglars target
Northcrest vehicles

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The City of Wilmington and the
Village of Elwood have joined together on
a grant application, seeking to connect
the two areas with a walking/bike path.

On July 19, the members of the
Wilmington City Council approved a
measure to allow the city to join a Federal
Lands Access Program (FLAP) grant
application for Recreational Pathways for
Biking and Walking. The city will join the
Village of Elwood on the application.

“The bike path would go from the
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery to
Midewin via the iron bridge,” city admin-
istrator Jeannine Smith explained. “It
would come south through Midewin
along Route 66, and cross over at River
Road, and continue southward to
Kankakee River Drive.”

Smith said the pathway would be
designated then as an on-road route
down Kankakee Street to Jackson, where
it would turn toward downtown.

“That’s ultimately what we’re looking

on, but again, this is an application.
There’s no guarantee that we’ll receive a
grant, but the Village of Elwood has asked
for as many letters of support as possi-
ble,” Smith said.

Elwood village clerk Julie Friebele
said the Elwood engineering firm had
mapped out the path for the application,
which will create a connection that both
municipalities have been hoping to form
for quite some time.

“I think it’s a really great opportunity
for the communities to work together,”
Friebele said. “What a great way to be
able to connect the communities and
provide a safe passage.”

Friebele said currently the residents
of Elwood have no way to cross Route 53
and feel safe in order to get down to
Midewin, and the path would create that
safe passage while providing new recre-
ational opportunities for residents of
both towns.

“It’s not just traffic but high speed
traffic to cross at Mississippi Street,” she
said. “So, this would be a really great
interconnect for Elwood and for

Wilmington... and other communities as
well. The possibilities are endless once
we get a path there. We’re really excited
about it.”

FLAP exists to provide safe and ade-
quate transportation access to and
through federal lands, assisting state and
local road authorities with resources to
create that transportation via public
roads, transit systems, and other trans-
portation facilities, such as trails.

Proposed projects or studies must be
associated with a public highway, road,
bridge, trail or transit system that is locat-
ed on, is adjacent to, or provides access to
federal lands.

Proposals can include rehabilitation,
restoration, construction, and recon-
struction of roads, bridges, multiuse
trails, and other long-term transportation
system asset improvements, or enhance-
ments to existing systems.

Grant recipients for not have to pro-
vide matching funds. The project award
values represent 100% federal funding. 

Application seeks funds for Elwood to Wilmington trail

Sharefest, returns to the
campus of Wilmington High
School on Saturday, Aug. 6 at 9
a.m., and is an opportunity for
about everyone in the
Wilmington area.

Many families have need
for help in meeting some of
their daily needs.  For those
folks, Sharefest III is an oppor-
tunity to receive that help.  If
you are fortunate enough to
not currently need help, then
celebrate that fact by volun-
teering to help with the event.

There is no need to bring
money, because nothing will
be “For Sale”.  

Think of it as a chance to
go shopping --- without hav-
ing to pay.  There will be gen-
erous boxes of groceries given
away --- along with gently

used clothing from Our Caring
Closet, disposable diapers, 35-
40 bicycles, books from the
Wilmington Library and more.
Whitmore Ace Hardware will
give away free smoke detec-
tors (including batteries) to
the first 300 households
requesting them.

For the first time, through
the efforts of the Wilmington
Coalition for a Healthy
Community, H.E.R.O.'s trailer
will be available for parents
and adults to experience.
H.E.R.O. stands for Heroin
Epidemic Relief Organization.

The trailer includes a
mock-up of a teenager's bed-
room and will be available as a
teaching tool to show parents
where to look for and how to
detect their child's stash of

drugs.  Persons under 18 are
not welcome to enter the
exhibit.  Even if you are confi-
dent that there is no drug
problem in your home, please
invest a few minutes of your
time to make yourself a better-
informed parent.

If you are trying to find a
new job, Workforce Solutions
will be there in case you need
help with interviewing skills or
to polish up your resume.
Harbor Freight and Whitmore
Ace Hardware Stores, will be
there trying to increase their
staffing levels, and Nexus
Employment and ASG Staffing
can share their information
about other available jobs.

Bring your kids along for
their free back-to-school hair-
cuts.   People from many of the

local churches will be avail-
able to meet with anyone who
wants to visit.  Senior Services
of Will County, W.I.C.
(Women's Infants Children
nutrition program), S.N.A.P.,
Salvation Army, and the
Gideons are anxious to share
what help they have available
for you. 

The Bag Lady Outreach
program has provided give-
away items for the first 300
adult women who attend the
festivities.  Two members of
the Joliet Slammers profes-
sional baseball team will be on
hand to sign autographs.  Free
bottled water will be available
to everyone who attends.    

Sharefest of free food, items is Saturday

THE WILMINGTON CITY Council is expected to review a petition
from downtown merchants to consider a change to the Water
Street overnight parking ban, which was enacted in 2019.

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The Wilmington City
Council is expected to revisit
the overnight parking ban in
downtown Wilmington.

City administrator
Jeannine Smith told members
of the council in July that the
suggestion was brought to the
city from downtown mer-
chants. 

The city has created a new

system for addressing local
concerns regarding any issue
under the city’s jurisdiction.

“We get a lot of requests
for changes to our codes and
requests from the public in
general,” Smith said. “It might
be coming from an alderman
or a couple of community
members. And so, in order to
qualify the requests and really
have a firm understanding of

Downtown parking set
to be first petition-led
discussion item

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Ground has yet to be bro-
ken for the long-awaited park-
ing lot in downtown
Wilmington, but city leaders
have secured a contract to
place an electrical vehicle
charging station at the site.

An agreement for that
charging station was
approved by the City Council
on July 19.

Per the agreement,
Carbon Day EV Charging will
provide a dual port station
with a credit card reader in the
lot, capable of charging two
vehicles.

Charging stations 
secured for parking lot

SEE TRAIL, PAGE 2

SEE CARS, PAGE 2
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SEE LOT, PAGE 2
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209-U plans hearing on
tentative budget

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESOLUTION NO. 9-22

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the
Board of Education of School District No.
209-U in the County of Will, State of Illinois,
that a tentative budget for said School
District for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2022 will be on file and conveniently avail-
able to public inspection at the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools, located in the
Wilmington High School, 209U Wildcat
Court, Wilmington, Illinois in this school
district from and after 8:00 o'clock A.M. on
the 1st day of August, 2022.

Notice is further hereby given that a
public hearing on said budget will be held
at 6:15 P.M. on the 12th day of September
2022 at Wilmington High School in this
School District No. 209-U.

Dated this 13th day of June, 2022.
Board of Education of School District No.

209-U in the County of Will, State of
Illinois.

Peggy Kunz, Secretary

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, July 27 and Aug.
3, 2022.

Tax Deed filed for 800 North Washington St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAX DEED NO.: 2022TX000082 

FILED: 05-18-22
TAKE NOTICE

TO: THOMAS BEEDING, FLORENCE BEEDING, TED SOWKO, MIRANDA BEED-
ING, GRUNDY BANK, WILL COUNTY CLERK; OCCUPANTS, PARTIES IN OCCUPAN-
CY OR ACTUAL POSSESSION OF SAID PROPERTY; AND UNKNOWN OWNERS or
PARTIES INTERESTED IN SAID LAND OR LOTS AND UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of the petition for Tax Deed on the following described
property: Property located at: 800 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET, WILMINGTON, ILLI-
NOIS 

Property Index Number: 03-17-25-113-010-0000
On November 30, 2022 at 9:00 AM, in the Circuit Court of Will County, Will County

Courthouse, Will County Court Annex, 57 North Ottawa St, Room 236, Joliet, Illinois, the
Petitioner intends to make an application for an order on the petition that a Tax Deed be
issued.  The real estate was sold on December 5, 2019, for delinquent real estate taxes
and/or special assessments for the year 2018.  Certificate No. 18-02715. The period of
redemption will expire on November 16, 2022.
DG ENTERPRISES, LLC - X, LLC PETITIONER

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, July 20, 27 and August 3,
2022.

Wilmington Public Library District
passes ordinance for additional tax levy

PUBLIC NOTICE
WILMINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

DISTRICT ORDINANCE 23-2 
WHEREAS the Board of Trustees of the Wilmington Public Library District, Will

County, Illinois, is desirous, during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2022 and ending
June 30, 2023 to expend funds for equipping, maintaining, and repair of the library build-
ing and equipment of the Library District. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Trustees of the Wilmington
Public Library District, as follows: 

Section 1. The provisions of Chapter 75, Section 16/35-5 of the Illinois Compiled
Statutes (ILCS) provide for the levy of an additional tax of .02% of the value of all the tax-
able property in the district, as equalized or assessed by the Department of Revenue, for
the purchase of sites and buildings, for the construction and equipment of buildings, for the
equipment; and the corporate authorities of the district have determined and propose to
levy said tax. 

Section 2. That the Wilmington Public Library District determines to levy for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 2023, a tax of .02% of the value of all the taxable property in the
district, as equalized or assessed by the Department of Revenue, for the equipment of its
library building, and for maintenance, repairs and alterations of its library building and
equipment. 

Section 3. That a copy of this ordinance be published within 15 days after its adop-
tion at least once in a newspaper published in the district. 

Section 4. That notice is also hereby given that within 30 days after publication of
this notice and ordinance, a petition may be filed with the corporate authorities, signed by
electors of the district equal in number to 10% or more of the total number of voters regis-
tered for the last preceding regular district election (6208), asking that the question of levy-
ing such a .02% tax be submitted to the electors of the district. The question shall be cer-
tified to the proper election officials, who shall submit the question at an election in accor-
dance with general election law. The date of the prospective referendum is June 28, 2022.

PASSED, by the Board of Library Trustees of the Wilmington Public Library District,
Will County, Illinois, this 18th day of July, 2022 and ordained effective as of this date. 
WILMINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 

Mary Smith, President; 
Diana Zolecki-Browning, Secretary Pro Tem

Ayes: 4
Nays: 0
Absent: 3

Published in the Free Press Advocate, Wednesday, August 3, 2022.

Attorney Adler 
gives notice of 
Keck Estate

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF WILL

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS - IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
STEVEN W. KECK, DECEASED NO.
2022PR451

PUBLICATION NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of the
death of Steven W. Keck. Letters of Office
were issued on July 25, 2022 to Angela M.
Lawson Skole, as Independent
Representative. The attorney for the
Independent Representative is DANIEL J.
ADLER, 1616 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet,
Illinois 60435.

Notice is given to Steven W. Keck’s
heirs or legatees who are named in a peti-
tion filed in this proceeding to probate a will
and whose names or addresses are not
stated in the petition, that an Order was
entered by the Court on July 25, 2022,
admitting the will to probate. Within 42 days
after the effective date of the original order
of admission you may file a petition with the
Court to require proof of the Will by testi-
mony of the witnesses to the Will in open
court or other evidence, as provided in 6-21
of the Probate Act. You also have the right
under 8-1 of the Probate Act to contest the
validity of the Will by filing a petition with the
Court within six (6) months after admission
of the Will to probate.

The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision unless under 28-4 of
the Probate Act any interested person ter-
minates independent administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a petition to
terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed with the representative or with the
Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will County
Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson St., Joliet,
IL or with the representative, or both, on or
before the 3rd day of February, 2022. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred unless otherwise permitted by law.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered to the representative
and to the attorney of record within ten (10)
days after it has been filed.
ADLER LAW FIRM, P.C.
DANIEL J. ADLER #03123945
Attorney for Independent Executor
1616 W. Jefferson Street
Joliet, Illinois 60435
(815) 744-5300
email: danadlerlaw@comcast.net

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Aug. 3, 10 and
17, 2022.

Attorney McGrath files
Esarove estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WILL 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of LEE ELDON
ESAROVE, Deceased. Case No.:  22 PR
383

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of the

death of LEE ELDON ESAROVE, of
Orland Park, Illinois.  Letters of Office were
issued June 21, 2022, to MARK L.
ESAROVE, as Independent Executor
whose address is 5034 Colonial Dr.,
Monee, IL 60449, whose attorney of record
is TIMOTHY J. MCGRATH, of 440 S. State
Street, Manhattan, IL, 60442.  The estate
will be administered without court supervi-
sion unless under Section 5/28-4 of the
Probate Act (IL. Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch.
755 par. 5/28-4) any interested person ter-
minates independent administration by
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate
to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed with the Clerk of the Court at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois, 60432, or with the
representative, or both, on or before the
February 3, 2022, or 3 months from the
date of mailing or delivery, whichever is
later, and that any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten (10)
days after it has been filed. 

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider.  Visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov
/faq/gethelp.asp or talk with your local cir-
cuit clerk’s office.  If you cannot e-file, you
may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail.  Ask
your circuit clerk for more information or
visit www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Mark L. Esarove,
Independent Executor of the Estate of

Lee Eldon Esarove, Deceased.
Timothy J. McGrath - 6193170
McGrath Law, P.C.
440 S. State Street
Manhattan, IL  60442
(815) 478-4020
mcgrath@tmcgrathlaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Aug. 3, 10 and 17, 2022.

alarms/security systems.
“We ask residents to

set a nightly reminder on
their smartphones or other
devices that will remind
them to follow the 9 p.m.
routine,” the department
said in a social media post
urging the public to partic-
ipate. “Criminals look for
easy targets. You can make
it more difficult for them by
following the 9 p.m. rou-
tine.”

Mitchell reminded the
public that vehicle burgla-
ries are often the result of
those criminals simply
pulling on car doors hop-
ing to find one unlocked,
then swiping anything in
reach. That means any-
thing left in cars, from
loose change to wallets to
electronics, could poten-

tially be taken.
The WPD encourages

the community to perform
a 9 p.m. security check
every night to look for the
following:

• Vehicles, residences,
garages, windows, gates,
and sheds are locked.

• Tools, firearms, bikes,
keys, and other valuables
are secured or brought
inside.

• Activate exterior
lights, security cameras,
and alarm systems.

Suspicious activity
should always be reported
immediately by dialing 911.

Mitchell said that
while Wilmington remains
a safe place to live with a
low crime rate, those
crimes of opportunity do
not discriminate.

“We do live in a very
safe community, but never-
theless, it’s an opportuni-
ty,” Mitchell said. 

Applications will be con-
sidered for FLAP to develop a
multi-year program of proj-
ects for federal fiscal years
from 2023 through 2026, and
final project approvals will be
contingent on fund availabili-
ty.

Mayor Ben Dietz said
while there’s no guarantee on
funding, he likes the odds for
this plan in particular.

“I would say it’s got a bet-
ter shot than most,” Dietz
said, noting that the proposed
path connects the National
Cemetery with a National Park
along a National Scenic

Byway, leading up to the
Kankakee River National
Water Trail.

“Trails are an important
component to any community
in that they provide recre-
ational opportunities as well
as safe pathways for those
who choose to bike or walk to
places of interest,” Dietz wrote
in his letter of support to the
State and Federal Lands
Access Program. “The trail
plan we are submitting has
been contemplated by the
Village of Elwood, City of
Wilmington, [City] of Joliet,
and the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources since 2005.”

The grant application was
submitted on Aug. 1.

The selection process for
projects is scheduled to take
three to four months.

Cars

Trail

At 9 a.m., everyone enter-
ing the WHS campus will be
handed a passport at the stop
sign turning left off of Wildcat
Drive. The passport is some-
thing that you should get
stamped at each social service
agency with whom you chat,
so that you will be entered in a
raffle for a new bicycle, food
gift cards, and gas cards at the
end of the day.  

Once you turn left at that
at that second stop sign, you'll
quickly come upon another

stop sign, and if you have
handicapped plates or hangar
and have someone inside the
vehicle who has a handicap,
turn right at the STOP sign
and park in the school's circle
drive.

If you don't qualify for
handicapped parking, pro-
ceed straight and park in one
of the available spots on the
right.  Do not park on the road
that leads to the rear of the
high school.  That road needs
to stay unobstructed for vol-
unteer traffic and for persons
exiting to get in line on the
service road after 11 a.m.

When the food line opens

promptly at 11:00, that traffic
will wind westerly along the
service road toward Stevens
Intermediate School.  Just past
the large playground/right
field corner of the softball dia-
mond, the food traffic line will
split into two identical food
lines, and volunteers will load
the free, pre-boxed groceries
into your car.  

Some of the food will be
frozen or perishable, so it
would be wise to bring a cool-
er with you from home.  Once
you have your food, please
exit the school property at the
Kankakee Street or Joliet
access points.

If you are a volunteer in
the food distribution system,
you should enter the northerly
of the two Kankakee Street
access points and park in the
SIS lot.

Please arrive between
10:30 and 10:45.   Let's have a
great day!

(Note: The non-perish-
able food will be boxed
Thursday evening at Stevens
Intermediate School from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m., and Friday
evening from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
If you can help, just show up,
park out front, and walk
around back to the gymnasi-
um door.)

Share

the intent behind the request, we came
up with a plan to have the public petition
the city for changes that they would like.”

It was a petition that sparked the
downtown parking request. Smith said
she and Mayor Ben Dietz met with the
downtown merchants regarding some
potential changes to the no-parking pro-
hibitions downtown.

Smith said the petition was circulat-
ed among the downtown merchants,
which will then come back to the city as a
formal request for a change to the code.

Currently, parking downtown on
Water Street is banned from 3 a.m. to 6
a.m.

“I did receive a petition to change the
overnight parking ban on Water Street
downtown to just overnight Sunday and
Monday. We’ll request placement on [an
upcoming agenda] for your considera-
tion,” she said.

The new petition process will allow

members of the community to present
their ideas to the City Council for consid-
eration on a variety of issues under local
control.

“Things like typical public works
items, probably not so much,” Smith said
of the new process to petition the city for
change. “But, if it were something like a
major project, like roads, even though we
have a plan [to address roads] people
might want to see it changed up.”

The petition form is available at City
Hall.

Petition

The charging station will
total $10,800 for the length of
the five-year agreement, a cost
of $2,160 per year.

The agreement covers
installation of the station,
which will include a parts and
labor warranty, an 800 cus-
tomer service number avail-
able 24 hours a day, and credit
card capability.

The charging station is
included in the overall cost of
the project, which will be
funded by a grant provided by
the Heritage Corridor
Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

In May, city leaders
announced that Wilmington

had been awarded approxi-
mately $236,000 to help pay
for the planned parking space
downtown along Water Street,
backing up to the alley that
runs along the Mill Race.

The parking lot plan will
combine two vacant city-
owned properties that sit
along the west side of North
Water Street between Jackson
and Van Buren Streets into
much needed additional park-
ing for downtown.

The concept plan
includes for 35 regular stalls,
two ADA stalls, and two elec-
tric charging stalls, and adds
480 square feet for two picnic
tables and flower pots, and
includes additional decorative
railings and lighting.

The cost to use the charg-
ing station is yet to be deter-
mined.

Lot

THE PROPOSED TRAIL would connect Elwood to Wilmington from
the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery, through Midewin to River
Road, and from there across Route 53 to Kankakee Street and
toward downtown. City leaders feel confident in the chances to
secure the federal grant funding, since the trail would connect a
national cemetery, through a national park, along Historic Route
66, leading to a national water trail.

There's no place like home…. 
Save the date of Saturday Sept. 10 to join the Wilmington

Lions Club for a family-fun event in downtown Wilmington.
Among the activities will be a breakfast from 10 a.m. to

noon with Oz characters. Perhaps youngsters will want to dine
with Dorothy, the Tin man, Scarecrow, or the cowardly Lion.
Costumes welcomed throughout the day.

Auntie Em's Farmers Market will be held on North Water
Street, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., to peruse the antiques, artisans and
crafters offerings. Farm fresh produce including vegetable and
harvest décor will be available for purchase. 

The Oz cordially invites all ages to a costume contest start-
ing at 2 p.m., so dust off those ruby slippers, Glenda's wand or
Wicked Witches broom. 

More community events for Sept. 10 will be announced.

Lions planning 
first ever Oz Fest

Holly Vilt, of Wilmington, was named to The University of
Alabama Deans List for Spring Semester 2022.

A total of 11,224 students enrolled during Spring Semester
2022 at The University of Alabama were named to the dean's list
with an academic record of 3.5 (or above) or the president's list
with an academic record of 4.0 (all A's).

Vilt named to dean’s list



The dog days of summer
are here, warm and muggy. No
better cure than being on the
river, whether you are fishing,
boating or swimming.

And it seems, that
Wilmington finally woke up to
the tourism opportunities
right at her front door step in
the 1920's. With the coming of
the auto, Wilmington no longer
had to depend on the train to
bring out of town visitors. 

During the first week of
August, however, some smaller
visitors came to the area. The
Wurtz family, living on
Kankakee Street, had a 25-
year-old daughter, Mildred,
who was a local school teacher.

Many of us still remember
her. She had a loving heart,
especially for her students. I
have no doubt that Mildred
was behind this. We read, “Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Wurtz, have
with them John and Phillip

Murphy, two little boys from
the crowded tenement district
of Chicago.

The youngsters are aged 6
and 11 and are having the most
wonderful experience in their
short lives.”

“The Red Cross sent out
an appeal on behalf of children
living in crowded tenement
districts, asking families in
small towns and rural districts
to take two or more for a vaca-
tion period of 2 weeks.”

Also, during that week Ike
Cracraft, then living with his
son George in Custer, had a
barn door fall on him, rending
him unconscious and bruised
up. He was 81 on the time. He
survived.

The Advocate started a
new column that month, giv-
ing all the names and home
towns of the guests at the
Stewart Hotel.

The towns mentioned
were, Louisville, KY, Eau Claire,
Wis, River Forest, IL; Pontiac,
Bloomington, Joliet, Morris,
Madison, Wis., Chicago,
Detroit, MI., St. Louis, MO.,
Lemont, West Newton, Mass
and more.

The Advocate also started
documenting all the drown-
ings in the area. During the
third week, Ambrose Begos, 23,
of Chicago was drowned while

swimming in the Kankakee
near the dam. 

Two small boys, who were
also swimming there reported
that a man had disappeared in
the water to some adults who
were camping on the Island.
But they were not believed.
When the man's friends
returned from fishing, they
found his clothes, but still were
not concerned.

It wasn't until the next
morning that the alarm went
out. Raymond Treadman
immediately ran to the river
and after diving repeatedly
located the body. Grappling
hooks were used to bring it
ashore.

Later that same week,
Kenneth W. Horton, 29, of Joliet
was drowned near the Feeder
dam. Mr. Horton disappeared

beneath the water and did not
reappear.

In a few moments, a pencil
that was in his pocket bobbed
to the surface. The was some
hope of resuscitation. Dr.
Carlin was called and brought
with him a pulmotor, but it was
ineffective. Horton was a veter-
an of WWI and worked for the
E, J & E.

Meanwhile, out in
Florence, a burning stack of
straw caused quite a commo-
tion on the John R. Baskerville
farm. Threshing was being
done and a young lad backing
up to the machine for a load of
grain, struck a pulley. The
sparks set fire to the straw and
threatened all of the farm
buildings. 

A bucket brigade was
quickly formed. The

Wilmington fire department
was called out, and when it was
known, many civilians
answered the call as well. The
farm buildings were saved and
the only loss was the stack of
straw.

The Advocate from the
final week in August headlined
a marvelous new invention by
Professor Joseph Tykoeiner of
the University of Illinois. He
had found a way to attach
sound to the film track of a
movie.

“So far he has recorded the
ring of a bell, the slam of a
door, and even the sound of
the human voice with such
accuracy that is uncanny.”

A warning was also print-
ed about an escape from the
pen. The men were employed
at the State Prison Farm, and

they just simply walked away.
All three were in the peniten-
tiary for murder.

Another new column for
the Advocate was a list of busi-
nesses in town. There was
Chatsey's Restaurant who
advertised Dollar Day, but
admitted they had nothing for
a dollar but they did have a
good, home-cooked meal for
50 cents. M. J. Melcher, under-
taker, advertised that he had a
lady assistant and he sold flow-
ers for all occasions at his
undertaking parlor.

Henry Taylor sold fresh,
salt and smoked meat, game
and fish in season and his
weekly special was 8 lbs. of
corned beef for a dollar. At A. J.
Gadberry's restaurant you
could get three meals for $1. 

And at A. Sher's grocery
store you could get 3 lbs. of cof-
fee for $1, two bottles of maple
syrup for $1 and 3 cans of veg-
etable oil for the same price.

And lastly a new section
appeared in the Advocate - the
comic page. Comics had been
tried back in 1907 but they
weren't such a hit with the
public, probably because they
just weren't funny. What do
you think?
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August 1922 - tourism, tragedy and comedy make the news

ONE OF THE cartoons from 1922, sort of funny. Comics were introduced in the Advocate for a second
time in the 1920s.

THE CATFISH DAYS Baby Contest returned this year thanks to the fine folks
at Rt66 Old School Brewing. The contest was revived after a five-year
absence with about 20 finalists trying to win the hearts of judges Saturday.
Winners in the 6-10 Months Division included (from left) Lily Dinkins, daugh-
ter of Kelly & Bobby - 3rd place; 2nd place Chayton West being held by
Jessica West and  1st place Hudson Delehanty whose parents are Alexis &
Trevor Delehanty.

WINNERS IN 11-14 months old CFD Baby Contest are
(from left) 1st - Lainey Ptacek daughter of Ashley Dingillo
and Bret Ptacek,  2nd - Brenden Struthers son of Dana &
Robert; and 3rd - Lincoln Grygiel son of Hailey Huml and
Logan Grygiel.

BABY CONTEST WINNERS
among 15 - 21 month olds are
(from left) 1st - Lincoln Hubbard
son of Arica and Michael
Hubbard,  2nd - River Williams
son of Connor Williams and 3rd
Rhett Mills, parents Breanna
Ritter.

The beautiful babies of Wilmington Catfish Days

Public notice has been an integral part of
the Illinois Compiled Statutes since statehood
because it serves several purposes.

Public notice requires governmental enti-
ties to tell when hearings are to be held, how
money is being spent, what laws are being
passed, what property is being sold.

Public notice provides a permanent record
of actions that are taken and a legally defensible
notification of actions about to be taken.

Public notice is the only way that exact
wording can be provided by the entity’s coun-

sel.
Newspapers ensure government accounta-

bility by acting as an independent third-party.
Government officials must ensure that the
actions of the government are transparent to
the general public. 

Publication of public notices in newspa-
pers, independent third parties, helps confirm
that the government is accountable to the elec-
torate. When a newspaper publishes a notice, it
verifies that the government has provided prop-
er notice to the public. 

Is your town giving you proper public notice?
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Recognizing students
BRAIDWOOD—I went to the last school

board meeting and found it to be very telling of
the priorities of the district. Sports. Students
were there to discuss the elimination of vale-
dictorian and salutatorian (they did a great job
by the way). When sports were brought up, it
was quickly shut down. Covid did affect GPAs,
but Covid also affected the field house and
other gyms in the surrounding areas. Some
kids weren’t able to get in workouts or get
ahead with sports. So if the board is going to
have standards for academics, they should
have the same for sports. There should no
longer be All-Conference athletes or team cap-
tains. No more end-of-season awards. This will
never happen though. Our district pays $2 mil-
lion for a sports field after one winning season.
I am not taking away from the hard work those
kids put in. I’m talking about equality with
sports and academics. It seems they will go out
of their way to make sure sporting teams are
taken care of, but what about commending
kids for hard academic work? I used to have
faith in the academics of our district. Now I’m
not sure where the focus is and where it will
continue to be. Makes me sad. We should rec-
ognize athletes and students. 

Local news thanks
WILMINGTON—I read the U.S.A. had

6,377 newspapers the end of May down from
8,891 in 2005. According to a report from
Northwestern University School of Journalism,
360 newspapers shut down since the end of
2019. An estimated 75,000 journalists worked
in newspapers in 2006 today down to 31,000.
Thank you, Free Press Newspapers for all you
do for us with local news. 

Part of our history
The recent rants by Sharon have been very

misleading, she has apparently replaced Dan
as the person who gives the readers of Sound-
off several doses of right wing garbage every
week. But thanks for summarizing the non-
sense from the Fox station since now the rest of
us don’t have to insult our intelligence to see
what they have to say. As a person who earned
a master’s degree in history and spent more
than 30 years in the classroom I take issue with
your attack on teachers and your comments
regarding critical race theory. I spent countless
hours listening to history lectures and have
read 100’s of history books. Not once have I
ever heard or seen the phrase critical race the-
ory, until I heard the Fox people and
Republican candidates babbling about it.
Apparently we are not suppose to mention
slavery, segregation or lynching in history class.
Let’s instead teach the white- washed false ver-
sion of American History. Let’s just wave the
flag and pretend certain things never hap-
pened. I assure you not one in a thousand his-
tory teachers ever heard of critical race theory.
It is a phony issue. As far as being anti-
American, I started every school day leading
my students with the Pledge of Allegiance. But
Republicans constantly attack our teachers
and the educational institutions because they
don’t like educated people. They like to keep
people dumb, so they can be easily brain-
washed. Look at those that attacked the Capitol
if you think I’m wrong. So here’s my advice to
people like Sharon and Dan, take your medi-
cine, switch channels and start thinking for
yourself instead of repeating the senseless
propaganda that you are being fed every day.
And as far as the founding fathers go, check out
Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings. And by
the way after this summer, do you think climate
change is real?

Racist speech
COAL CITY—The Speech Heard Round the

World. As Hungary's Prime Minister Orban
gave a racist speech on July 23, reverberations
hit hard across Europe and were felt world-
wide. Orban's close adviser resigned, calling
the speech "a purely Nazi diatribe worthy of
Joseph Goebbels". Hungary's European allies
are denouncing Orban because of his far-right
domestic positions and his neutral stance
toward Russia's Ukraine invasion. But
Republicans in the U.S. are offering Orban the
welcome mat to speak in Dallas next week
alongside Trump and Rep. Marjorie Taylor
Greene. Is this what Republicans are promising
us in the future? When people tell you who they
are, believe them. Regrettably we've already
seen the frightening truth from Trump. Kurt K.

In denial
SHADOW LAKES—I really was worried but

China Joe made it better, Quote, “there is no
recession.” always, Margot Lane

Tax and spend
ILLINOIS —Inquiring minds want to

know. With America officially in a recession
and Illinois falling behind its neighbors, does

Governor J.B. Pritzker still think Joe Biden is
doing a good job?  Biden’s big tax-and-spend
plan. What has been the result of Biden's and
Pritzker’s “building back better”? Let’s
see…Today, the Bureau of Economic Analysis
announced real gross domestic product (GDP)
decreased in the second quarter of the year,
putting America officially in a recession. Joe
Biden is so desperate to avert blame, his
administration is tying itself in knots to rede-
fine the word recession. 

True costs
COAL CITY—I have received information

on the Coaler Community Center and I noticed
a glaring omission. If the average home will be
taxed $75 per year forever, why is there also a
fee to use the facility? I am sorry but if my year-
ly $75+ “donation” does not even let me enter
the building without paying for a pass of some
type, I will be voting “No” to any tax increase. In
my opinion public funded means public
access. If the facility is not open to the public
free of fees, it should be private and then you
can charge for admission. Is it even legal to take
my tax dollars and prohibit me from using the
facility? The Coaler Community Center from
the brochures I received does not really offer
much, that cannot already be found in the
community, school gyms etc., maybe if you
want to spend so much money a city pool or
weight lifting area should be included.

One in the same
DIAMOND—Why is it the same liberals

who scream “racism” when it comes to showing
photo I.D. to vote were the very same people
who demand photo I.D. and proof of vaccina-
tion when it came to entering a restaurant or
grocery store? 

Not with tax dollars
DIAMOND—Answering to “freedom from

religion” from sound-off, July 20. As a fellow
taxpayer and a vowed Atheist, I’m sure you
would protest your taxes supporting a
Christian church. Separation of church and
state gives you just that protection as a devout
Christian that believes aborting an unborn
baby is murder. I protest my taxes being used to
support your “choice” in this matter. The
Supreme Court agrees with my position. It does
not prevent you from getting an abortion it just
means you must pay for it yourself. Sharon

Insider news
SHADOW LAKES—I’m calling about

Nancy Pelosi’s husband investing in DaVita
which he knew about during her term recently
in The House of Representatives that the feder-
al government was going to invest in it. Well she
claimed she never told him about it. I’ve been
married, you people have been married, you’re
not gonna tell your husband or wife about a
good investment when you know about it?
Nancy Pelosi needs to be held accountable for
insider trading. As the government has held
other people accountable. Nancy Pelosi, Chuck
Schumar, Biden need to be held for treason.
Dan Hill

Right to protect
SHADOW LAKES— My name is Dan Hill.

For about 40 years I have watched Democrats
be against the second amendment which is the
amendment that protects the rest of the consti-
tution. The Democrats have armed security.
Nancy Pelosi has a wall around her house with
armed security. Why should not the average
American who cannot depend on police to be
there when they call 911 because it takes sever-
al minutes to get there, sometimes 30 depend-
ing on where you live. Why shouldn’t  we be
armed and trained in self defense? I have used
a gun once in self defense in my lifetime,
excluding Vietnam, and I never had to fire it. All
I did was brought it out and pointed it and the
perpetrator. Most killings are done according
to the FBI by feet, hands, knives and clubs. Of
all the murders less than eight percent are
committed with firearms according to The
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Why do
Democrats have a problem with people owning
firearms ? It’s because they are afraid of a revolt.

What a shame
DIAMOND—Shame on You! Village of

Diamond. When I first started walking “the
path” I wondered why you put it so close to the
homeowners’ property and stealing their priva-
cy plus take their access to their utilities. I won-
dered why you never cleaned up the old dead
trees and under brush along the ditch.
Thinking how nice that would look. Over time I
have learned the peoples’ yard were flooding
because the path blocks the natural flow of
water. Now I see a “real” mess. Debris pushed
up along the ditch, the mowers can’t mow. I
guess you just don’t care how it looks. These
homeowners should all protest their taxes. You
have definitely lowered their values. Again I say
“Shame on You!” Where is foresight?

Baby formula fiasco
I read despite months long efforts by man-

ufacturers and the Biden administration to
boost supplies the baby formula shortage has
not eased according to the Wall Street Journal.
About 30% of powdered formula products were
out of stock at U.S. stores this month, the high-
est level so far this year. Imported formula
shipped through White House’s emergency
Operation Fly Formula program that started in
May has amounted to just 55 million bottles,
less than a week of U.S. formula use. Who’s in
charge?

Pains of EVs
WILMINGTON—According to Bloomberg

a moment of truth for electric vehicles. There is
frustration in the hunt for plug ins. Plus with
the long list for new electric models as
automakers are trying so hard to keep up with
demand that they may be taking dangerous
short cuts. Toyota recalled 2,700 of it’s newly
released electric vehicles because there was a
risk their wheels would fall off. General Motors
had to recall 142,000 of it’s electric Bolts over a
spontaneously combustible battery. These are
serious and worrisome problems from well
established companies. Fast chargers are non
existent in rural America. We’ve got a long way
to go!

Tennis anyone?
BRAIDWOOD—My family from out of

state came to visit me in my new home. We
took them for a drive and showed them where
our kids would go to school. We will have one in
the elementary school and one in junior high.
Can anyone tell me what is going on with the
tennis courts by the junior high? What an eye
sore to all the rest of the beautiful campuses we
have here. Does anyone play tennis? Do we
have a tennis team? What is that used for?

Think about this
SHADOW LAKES—More people were

killed by Fentanyl poisoning in 2021 than were
killed in the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, Korea
and Vietnam and president Biden does noth-
ing. It comes from China and comes across our
open borders.    Eddie

Enforcement officer
WILMINGTON—I am so happy that the

city of Wilmington is hiring an ordinance
enforcement officer. I am hoping that this offi-
cer can earn their keep by enforcing the out of
control weeds and high grasses that can be
found throughout the city of Wilmington. Take
a drive by the old House's Florist shop on South
Water Street or drive down East Baltimore
Street and witness the neglect that is shown.
These are only a few of the eye sores that are
evident in the city.  Show some pride
Wilmington.

Words matter
BRAIDWOOD—What we say makes a dif-

ference. Last week on July 26 Trump had the
unmitigated gall to give a speech complaining
about the lack of law and order in our country
when 18 months ago he incited a riot on
Capitol Hill consisting of more than three
hours of bloody medieval hand-to-hand com-
bat. And although Trump's speech defended
law enforcement, Trump has never in the past
18 months given a word of condolence to the
families of police officers who died as a result
of the insurrection he caused, not to mention
the 140 policemen who were seriously injured.
What comes out of Trump's mouth reveals
what's inside his dark soul which is rage, per-
sonal grievance and vengeance.

Vets become fall guys
COAL CITY—What's this about GOP cruel-

ty in the Senate? When we send troops into bat-
tle, they come home sick and injured. On July
27 Senate Republicans killed the bill to increase
medical funds for veterans and promptly cele-
brated with fist bumps which were caught on
camera. Why this heartless behavior? Sheer
revenge. Democrats had suddenly announced
agreement with Senator Manchin on the
Inflation Act of 2022 which was chock full of
great things for everyday people and the econ-
omy. Republicans couldn't stand to see
Democrats look good so punishing sick veter-
ans makes Congress look bad and Republicans
will switch the blame to Democrats on the
campaign trail. Remember when Republicans
denied medical funding to 9/11 first-respon-
ders in 2010?

Eighteen months later
WILMINGTON—As Republicans dare to

suggest the 25th amendment against Biden,
shall we count the ways we yearned for Trump
to leave the presidency? The day after Trump's
inauguration two million marched in protest
around the world. Twenty eminent psychia-
trists co-wrote a book describing the dangers of
Trump as the leader of the free world. The
author of Trump's signature book, "The Art of
the Deal" speculated that civilization itself was

in jeopardy from a Trump presidency. In 2018,
Time wrote a pertinent article about using the
25th amendment against Trump. In 2019
Trump was impeached when charged with
extortion of Ukraine's president in digging up
dirt for campaign purposes. In 2021 Trump was
impeached again for inciting an insurrection at
the Capitol. And finally 18 months after leaving
office, Trump is still whining.

Public nuisance
WILMINGTON—The golf cart situation in

Wilmington has gotten out of control. Do golf
carts have the same rules and regulations as
cars when they are traveling on the road? I have
experienced golf carts cutting me off in traffic,
golf carts with no lights, underage drivers oper-
ating the carts, alcohol being consumed and
children without seat belts.  Are the city offi-
cials aware of these situations happening or are
they turning a blind eye?  Are the police moni-
toring the situation? Adding to this dilemma is
the future possibility of allowing the golf carts
to cross over Route 53/Baltimore Street. How
will the police monitor this, when the basic
problems of the golf carts is being ignored?
What will it take to wake up our officials?  I
hope it does not take a fatality for them to wake
up and take notice and start enforcing the
rules. What is next? Parents dropping their chil-
dren off at school in the morning amongst the
buses and cars in the parking lots? Stay tuned...

OK to say no
BRAIDWOOD—I noticed in the Soundoff

about Commissioner Fay Smith voting no. It
would be awful nice if some of the other com-
missioners would have voted no on the truck
parking situation and I think Mr. Smith did a
good job by saying no. 

Recounts and audits
DIAMOND—Because President Trump

demanded recounts from certain states, some
Sound-off writers have defamed and slandered
him. I will not reduce myself to that level but
offer you facts that have come to light. This is
not to be misconstrued as a protest to the elec-
tion, but point out what independent auditors
found as they examined the votes themselves.
The deliberate failure of the left-wing media to
distinguish results of the recount from those of
the audit is misinforming their viewers. They
should report all the facts not mislead by inten-
tion. I will use Arizona’s election figures as an
example. The recount, in this case, simply
counted the votes again. Same votes, same
numbers. But when the independent auditors
examined the validity of those votes the follow-
ing came to light: • 23,344 mail-in ballots came
from voters who did not live at the home
addresses which they registered. No one with
the same last name in follow-up personal visits
by auditors, some were empty lots. The post
office had been instructed not to forward mail-
ings designed to verify voter addresses so the
state could keep track of who had moved. Did
these ghost voters exist at all or still lived in the
state? • 17,322 duplicate ballots were counted,
some with voters casting the same ballot three
and four times. 25% of these duplicate votes
came in after the election day, when news
reports emphasized how desperately Biden
needed to carry the state. • 9,041 people may
have voted twice. In most instances, an individ-
ual was sent one ballot but two ballots were
received from them on different dates. • 5,295
voters may have voted in two different coun-
ties. Auditors found many last names and the
same birthdays in two different counties. •
3,432 more ballots were counted than people
were recorded as having voted. • Where ballots
were damaged or improperly  marked a dupli-
cate was made and counted that preserved the
voter’s intent. • In all, 25,965 original ballots
were sent out, but 29,557 ballots were returned.
Where did the other 2,592 ballots come from? •
198 votes came from voters who had registered
after the Oct. 15 deadline. • 282 ballots were
cast in the name of the dead. • In all, the audit
revealed serious issues with 53,000 votes. Biden
carried Arizona by 10,000 votes. While nothing
can be done about the election now, we all
should be confident that all that can be done
will be done to protect our vote in future elec-
tions as our great Constitution provides.Sharon

A political ploy
SHADOW LAKES—This is a question for

Penny Lane who seems to be a highly educated
individual. I was watching the White House
Press Secretary having to do with Mayor
Bowser of Washington, D.C. which the state of
Texas is shipping busloads of illegals to
Washington, D.C. Bowser is looking for help
from the federal government to maybe call in
the National Guard. Well, Biden’s press secre-
tary says it’s a political play to use the immi-
grants for political reasons, but then when she
was asked about the Biden administration fly-
ing illegals to all various blue cities across the
country, she says that was different. Maybe
Penny Lane can answer this.

Dan Hill

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.
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The Wilmington Area
Community Band will perform
the fifth and final concert of
the 15th season on Sunday,
Aug. 7, at 6 p.m., at Veteran's
Memorial Park. Arrive early
and enjoy TCBY Frozen Yogurt.

Bring a lawn chair, lots of
mosquito spray, snacks and
water and relax in the shade as
the band performs the follow-
ing music in a beautiful out-
door setting.

In case of excessive heat
or rain, our alternate concert
location is Wilmington High

School (209 Wildcat Court)
and food trucks will not be
available.

Signs will be posted if the
location is changed. The
theme for this concert is "Jazz
and Season Favorites".

Musical selections will
include : Star Spangled
Banner, St. Louis Blues, Jump
in the Line, Sunflower Slow
Drag, Georgia On My Mind,
Duke Ellington in Concert

INTERMISSION
After the Intermission, we

will perform four favorites

chosen by the band members.
Veteran's Memorial Park

is located at the intersection of
Williams and Vine Streets,
across from Oakwood
Cemetery and Island City
Baptist Church.

The Wilmington Area
Community Band is a volun-
teer group of local musicians
from ages 13 up. We welcome
musicians looking for a fun
summer ensemble. Contact
Wes Smith at 815-476-5517 if
you have any questions.

The Wilmington Area Community
band to perform their final concert

Sometimes a cocktail isn't
quite enough to beat the heat,
and we must call for reinforce-
ments.  There are times when
only a frozen treat will get the
job done, whether it is ice
cream, gelato, sorbet, or some-
thing else.

What if that frozen treat
were to find it's way into a clas-
sic Caribbean cocktail?  Would
you be interested?  This week
we are going to prepare and
enjoy a delightfully decadent
spin on the classic Piña Colada
using coconut sorbet.

The saying “If it isn't
broke, don't fix it” certainly
applies to the Piña Colada as it
is one of the few cocktails that
has survived in its original
state since it was born in
Puerto Rico in 1954. 

Many if not most classic
cocktails have been updated,
and even upgraded during the
craft cocktail boom.  I finally
found a Piña Colada recipe
that was enough of a departure
from the original that it
deserved a look.

This modern spin on the
Puerto Rican classic has me
wondering if I'll ever go back to
the original, it's that good.

Some of the updates to
classic cocktail recipes are dif-
ferent, but are they good?  In
this case the answer is a
resounding “yes.”

The original Piña Colada
is not rocket science, nor was it
intended to be.  The original
recipe (printed on every can of
Coco Lopez) is simply light
rum, cream of coconut, and
pineapple juice blended with a

cup of ice.  
When I came

across the first few
modern Colada
recipes I was
shocked to see that
very few of them
included cream of
coconut.  How is it
possible to make a
Piña Colada with-
out our dear friend
Coco Lopez?

Leave it to the
foodies to show us
the way.  Coconut sorbet has
been the frozen treat of choice
for generations in Puerto Rico,
and is now an integral part of
the updated Piña Colada.  

We're using ice cream in a
Piña Colada?  No ice cream
here, sorbet is fruit-based and
contains zero dairy whatsoev-
er.  

I simply love coconut sor-
bet in the Piña Colada.  It's not
overly sweet and the consis-
tency is absolutely perfect for a
blended drink.  There are sev-
eral coconut sorbet recipes
online, some require an ice
cream maker and some do not.
Fresh sorbet is downright deli-
cious and you can always eat
what you don't use in your
cocktail.

If you choose to skip the
DIY step and pick up your sor-
bet at your local grocer, be sure
to read the label to make sure
that you're not buying coconut
ice cream.

Nationwide retailers such
as Whole Foods and Trader
Joe's have several quality
coconut sorbet options.

The other
ingredient that
caught me by sur-
prise in the updated
Piña Colada is lime
juice.  Yes, lime juice
is used in the vast
majority of rum-
heavy cocktails, but
the Piña Colada is
u n a p o l o g e t i c
sweetness and
makes no effort to
balance the sweet
with sour.

That has changed.  The 1
oz. fresh lime juice is a perfect
complement to the overly
sweet ingredients that make
up this Caribbean classic.  I'm
sure mixologists have been
adding a squeeze of lime to
this drink for years, but lime
juice has never been included
in the official recipe.  For the
record, the recipe printed on
the Coco Lopez can is the offi-
cial IBA recipe.

So we are adding coconut
sorbet and lime juice to the
regular Piña Colada stuff i.e.
light rum and pineapple juice.
Is it going to taste that much
different than the original? Yes,
it will, and it has every bit as
much to do with how the drink
is blended as what is in the
drink.

You don't need a $500
blender to turn out good
blended drinks, but you will
need the right type of ice.  The
perfect ice for blended drink is
an ice that blends easily.

Always blend with lightly
crushed ice or small ice pellets.
The large cubes of ice from

your freezer will not blend
well.

I used to think that the
type of rum used in a Piña
Colada could make it great as
opposed to pretty good.  I have
learned that there is so much
going on flavor wise in a Piña
Colada that you are wasting
any rum that is above what I
call “the Bacardi line.”

Any modestly priced light
rum will turn out a fine Piña
Colada: Bacardi, Cruzan, El
Dorado, and Flor de Cana are
all great options.

The Piña Colada has been
in a virtual comfort zone for
more than half a century, a sort
of “we have always made it this
way” cocktail.  I typically drink
only one Pina Colada per year,
only ordering a second if the
first one was good. 

When I came across the
updated “Sorbet Colada”
recipes a few summers ago, I
had to try them.  I'm glad that I
did. 

The Coconut Sorbet Piña
Colada is built in a blender and
served in a chilled Hurricane
glass.

Add to blender:
4 oz light rum
1 oz fresh lime juice
3 oz coconut sorbet
3 oz pineapple juice
18 oz (by volume) pebble

ice
Blend until smooth, serve

in chilled Hurricane glass.
Garnish with pineapple

wedge
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly. 

Beat the heat with this unique twist on a Piña Colada

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

The state of Illinois and
the federal government came
out as winners in the $1.3 bil-
lion Mega Millions drawing on
Friday. That’s because $386
million in taxes will be collect-
ed from the winner.

The largest Mega Millions

jackpot ticket in state history
was sold Friday in Illinois. The
$1.3 billion ticket was sold at a
Speedway in Des Plaines, IL.
The winner has yet to come
forward. The retailer gets a
$500,000 bonus for selling the
ticket.

Record Mega Millions 
winner to pay a lot in taxes

The Forest Preserve
District of Will County will be
offering a Last Days of
Summer Family Adventure
from noon to 3 p.m. on
Sunday, Aug. 14, at the Four
Rivers Environmental
Education Center,
Channahon. 

School starts soon, so
make the most of your last
days of summer with this
drop-in program that features
fun stations with opportuni-
ties for an all-ages adventure. 

Stations include art, team
building, yard games, s’mores
and more. Stop by to try them
all or select just a few.
Registration is recommended.

Last days 
of Summer
Family 
Adventure

The Coal City United
Methodist Church will host a
Community Blood Drive in
conjunction with Versiti Blood
Center on Wednesday, Aug. 17,
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Anyone willing to donate
blood should contact Karen
Hart at 708-217-5808 to
schedule a preferred time. Or
register online at www.versi-
ti.org.

Walk-ins are also wel-
come, but appointments are
recommended. Please bring a
photo ID and eat a good meal
before donating. Please con-
sider giving blood, one pint of
blood can save up to 3 lives.

Blood donors
needed in
Coal City

STAFF REPORT

SYMERTON — The vil-
lage of Symerton will host its
annual homecoming for
three days Aug. 19, 20 and 21
at the town hall and park on
Commercial Street. 

Eli Geiss, the president
of the village of “about 106”
people, said the focus is on
having a family-oriented
event.

Children will be enter-
tained by games and activi-
ties including bounce houses
and kiddie tractor pull on
Sunday at 2 p.m.

Symerton Tap and Grill
and the Will County Farm
Bureau Young Farmers are
co-sponsoring a kiddie trac-

tor pull at 2 p.m.
Symerton Tap will be

open and serving fare as well
as adult beverages, kicking
off the weekend with a Friday
night entertainment—the
Aprils Reign Band—at 7 p.m.

On Saturday the Liam
Durkin Band will perform at
7 p.m. Mr. K’s Chuckwagon
will also be serving up grub.

On Sunday weigh-ins for
an adult tractor pull begin at
9 a.m. The competition will
begin at noon.

Be sure to purchase
50/50 raffle tickets as the pro-
ceeds will benefit the village
park fund.

There is no cost to attend
the homecoming. For more
information, contact Geiss at
815-592-9987.

Symerton 
planning 3-day
homecoming

MEET BREE, she is a 1.5-year-
old shepherd mix who is very
sweet and loves everyone.
Adoption fee
includes spay, rabies shot, dis-
temper, heartworm test,
microchip and fecal exam.
Please contact Hopeful Tails
Animal Rescue if you are inter-
ested today at hopefultail-
sadoptions@outlook.com.

Bree is looking
to be adopted
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The Forest Preserve
District of Will County is
reminding anglers to properly
dispose of their fishing line
after two Canada geese injured
by fishing line wrapped
around their legs had to be res-
cued at Whalon Lake preserve
in Naperville by volunteers
from Chicago Bird Collision
Monitors.

When the birds were
found, the line was deeply
embedded in their legs and the
rescuers transported the geese
to the Willowbrook Wildlife
Center in Glen Ellyn for treat-
ment.

“The incident illustrates
why it is imperative that
anglers properly dispose of
their fishing line,” said Cindy
Cain, the Forest Preserve’s
public information officer.
“The line should be cut into
pieces less than 6 inches long.
The pieces, along with any
hooks and tackle, should be
placed in the receptacles pro-
vided by the Forest Preserve at
its fishing lakes or in another
covered trash container.”

One of the injured birds
had been spotted by preserve
patron and nature lover Rob
Lewis of Woodridge who said
he saw the bird limping and
was concerned that the goose
was suffering and needed help.
Chicago Bird Collision
Monitors was alerted, and Amy
and Jerry Tavolino of Wheaton

came to the lake Tuesday, July

26, to try to find the bird. After

rescuing the first goose, the

Tavolinos noticed another

goose tangled in fishing line by

the water’s edge holding its

injured foot in the air. That
bird also was rescued.

“Both of them, their legs
looked pretty bad,” Amy
Tavolino said. “But I’m hoping
there isn’t too much damage.”

Later in the day Tuesday,
Willowbrook staff said the
birds were being treated for
emaciation and wounds/trau-
ma to their legs. One goose has
bumblefoot, which is a bacter-
ial infection caused by an
injury to the foot.

Amy Tavolino urged peo-
ple who visit the preserves to
call Chicago Bird Collision
Monitors at 773-988-1867 if
they see an injured bird while
they’re out fishing or taking a
walk.

Unfortunately, the Forest
Preserve District has docu-
mented many other cases of
birds being killed or injured by
fishing line throughout the
preserves.

“Thousands of birds are
injured or killed each year as
the result of becoming tangled
in a variety of man-made
materials. If birds become
entangled they are essentially
trapped and cannot free them-
selves without assistance. They
are prevented from flying,
walking, feeding and avoiding
predators. Prolonged entan-
glement can cause permanent
physical damage to skin, feath-
ers, muscles, nerves or bones.”

Here’s why you need to properly dispose of fishing line

Courtesy photo by Amy Tavolino

THIS PHOTO SHOWS fishing line wrapped around a Canada
goose’s leg at the Forest Preserve District of Will County’s Whalon
Lake preserve in Naperville. This injured goose and another were
rescued by volunteers from Chicago Bird Collision Monitors and
taken to Willowbrook Wildlife Center in Glen Ellyn for treatment.

In a recent article in
American City and County
magazine, the dramatic
growth of electric vehicles
market over this past decade
was covered. 

"As costs for vital ele-
ments like batteries has
declined, vehicle sales have
steadily picked up. Hybrids,
plug-in hybrids, and fully elec-
tric cars accounted for approx-
imately 11 percent of light-
duty vehicle sales in the fourth
quarter of 2021, with EVs

(electric vehicles) alone
accounting for 3.4 percent of
light-duty vehicle sales.

“In a comparison of all
U.S. states, California leads in
adoption and sales of EVs,
although usage is increasing in
states like Florida, Texas and
Washington."

Illinois has been ranked
high in adoption with the lat-
est data from the DMV show-
ing nearly 3,000 EVs owned by
Will County residents.

EVs gaining popularity

BY RICHARD GUEBERT JR.
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU
PRESIDENT

American farmers contin-
ue to see slimmer margins
after three years of pandemic-
induced shipping delays and
supply chain disruptions. And
high fuel prices caused in part
by the war in Ukraine have
only squeezed margins tighter. 

During a July trip to
Savannah, Georgia, the Illinois
Farm Bureau Board of
Directors toured shipping ter-
minals in the third busiest port
in the country to learn more
about major barriers affecting
the transportation sector. We
also visited with area farmers
about challenges they’re fac-
ing.

Transportation costs, labor
shortages impact trade
The Georgia Ports

Authority (GPA) operates the
country’s largest single-termi-
nal container facility of its kind
in Savannah. Merchandise
containers from China and
other parts of Asia travel
through the port’s deep-water
terminals, where shipments
are distributed by rail and
truck to the south, Midwest
and northeastern parts of the
country.

It’s estimated that nearly
45% of the U.S. population can
be served by rail from the port
at Savannah but that requires
area facilities to work at full
capacity.

We met with GPA staff to
tour the Garden City Terminal
and Ocean Terminal to find

out how a backlog of materials
has impacted transportation
coming and going from the
pot.

Like many American
ports, shortages of truck driv-
ers and chassis (the base frame
of a motor vehicle), along with
general workforce and ware-
house shortages, have stunted
growth opportunities for the
Savannah location.

To alleviate some of the
mounting pressures on the
transportation sector, GPA is
investing $4.5 billion to
increase port capacity by a
third. New warehouses are
also being built within 30
miles of the shipping center to
create a resting spot for mate-

rials waiting to be trucked to
other locations. 

Urban sprawl impacts rural
areas, decreases cropland

Of the 10.7 million people
who live in Georgia, nearly
60% live in the Atlanta metro
area. To support urban com-
munities, new warehouse
developments continue to
take farmland out of produc-
tion. 

Pete Waller, owner and
operator of Ottawa Farms in
Bloomingdale, invites visitors
to his agritourism operation to
pick blueberries, strawberries
and blackberries each year. He
told the IFB Board his farm
looks different today than it
did when it started in 1870,

largely due to area develop-
ment.

Waller has already sold
acreage for one warehouse
and has committed to sell
more for additional warehous-
es in the future. His farm is one
of only two remaining farms in
Chatham County, near
Savannah.

Just like in Georgia, we see
an urban-rural divide in
Illinois.

While infrastructure
investment is important, and
supported by IFB policy, our
organization also aims to pro-
tect landowner rights and the
preservation of farmland for
future generations. This trip
offered an opportunity for IFB
Board members to see both
sides of the issues surrounding
ag trade in the U.S.

No one solution will work
to solve the many obstacles
Illinois farmers face, but there
is value in having these con-
versations with people across
state lines. Growth creates new
challenges, but the hope is
that a balanced approach can
move the farming and trans-
portation industries forward.

This story was distributed
through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more food and
farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.

Agriculture, transportation sectors face
similar challenges across the country

Photo by Chris Magnuson of Illinois Farm Bureau

THE ILLINOIS FARM Bureau Board of Directors learned about
Georgia agriculture during a recent trip. In addition to tours of
peanut, cotton and berry farms, the group also visited Franklin
Citrus Farm in Statesboro, where owner and operator Jo Franklin
(left) talked about the challenges of growing fruit. 



A L A B A M A — T h o m a s
Edward Hillis, 91, of
Saraland, AL and formerly
of Wilmington, passed

away peacefully at his home on July
28, 2022.

He was born on Feb. 2, 1931 in
Blythe, GA to Rasmus and Mattie
Hillis. Thomas served his country hon-
orably in the U.S. Army. He was an
instrumentation technician for
Westinghouse. He enjoyed and loved
spending time with his children and grandchil-
dren.

He is survived by his brother, Miller
(Blandine) Hillis, of Hephzibah, GA; stepchil-
dren: Susan (Lou) Baker, Marianne (Chris)

Quirk, Robert Weidling, Bill (Vicky)
Weidling, Henry Weidling and Brian

(Carolyn) Styles.
Thomas was preceded in death by

his loving wife, Anna; parents, Mattie
and Rasmus Hillis, formerly of
Waynesboro, GA; sisters: Ann Dickey,
Sara Poole, Pauline Poole, Nona Mims

and Wilma Tyler; brother, Rasmus
Hillis; step-daughter, Victoria Kurth and

stepson, Ralph Weidling.
Thomas will be laid to rest at the

Abraham Lincoln National Veterans Cemetery
in Elwood.

Cremation services and arrangements have
been made under the direction of Forest Lawn
Funeral Home in Saraland, AL.

Thomas Hillis
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CARBONDALE—Danielle Rae
Begeske (Glenn), 32, of Carbondale,
passed away on Sunday, July 24, 2022 at
her residence.  

She was born on Aug. 4, 1989 in
Urbana, IL to David and Heather
(Walker) Glenn. She married Bob
Begeske on June 11, 2016 in Oglesby,
IL; he survives.

For the majority of her childhood,
Danielle attended Princeton Community
High School and then graduated from Shiloh
High School in 2007. After high school, Danielle
enrolled at Southern Illinois University in
Carbondale and John A. Logan College where
she became a certified massage therapist.
Danielle loved Carbondale, the community, the
people, and Carbondale loved her. She held two
jobs in the Carbondale area, working as a mas-
sage therapist at Aveda and also working as a
server/bartender at Rustle Hill Winery.  Rustle
Hill always held a special place in Danielle's
heart, many lifelong friendships were made
there, as well as being the place where she met
her husband, Bob.

Before again residing in the Carbondale
area, Bob and Danielle lived in Chicago,
Oregon, and Edwardsville, IL. Despite setbacks
caused by her recurring illness, Danielle was
determined to complete her bachelor's degree
program in public health, and did exactly that
graduating cum laude in 2019 from Southern
Illinois University in Edwardsville. Her degree
led her to careers at the American Cancer
Society Hope Lodge in St. Louis where she

touched so many lives of people strug-
gling with disease, and eventually a
career at Southern Illinois Healthcare
in Carbondale where she was a coor-
dinator in the Community Benefits
department helping federal and state
programs address the Opioid crisis.  

Danielle valued experiences over
things in life. She loved spending time

with her family and friends, especially
her nephew, M'El.  She enjoyed new

adventures, traveling, spending time out-
doors, and any chance to see live music.
Danielle had a smile that would light up any
room, she always saw the best in people, and
she will be dearly missed.

She is survived by her parents, David and
Heather (Walker) Glenn; her husband,  Bob
Begeske; one sister, Kimberly Glenn; three
grandparents: Tom and Laraine Glenn and
Eleanor Walker, and her beloved dog, Stella
Blue.

She was preceded in death by grandpar-
ents, Q.A. Walker and Lois (Walker) Brown.

Services were held at Joines Funeral Home
in Newman, IL on Saturday, July 30, 2022. For
those unable to attend the service we will be
planning a Celebration of Life at a later date. 

Memorial donations can be made to
Hospice or the American Cancer Society Hope
Lodge.

Joines Funeral Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Danielle Begeske

WILMINGTON—Ronald
E. Bockstahler, 81, of
Wilmington, passed away
peacefully on Saturday, July

30, 2022 at his home surrounded by
family.

Born Jan. 27, 1941 in Evansville,
IN, Ronald Ervin was a son of Ervin
John and Marjorie Olivia (Curtis)
Bockstahler. He was raised in Fairfield,
IL; graduated from Bloom High School in
Chicago Heights, and went on to attend
Bloom Community College. Ron was a Veteran
of the United States Army and honorably served
in Germany during the Vietnam Conflict. He
worked for Lally Pipe and Tube Company in
Tinley Park, where he retired following 23 years
of service. Ron was a member of the First
United Methodist Church of Wilmington; The
American Legion, A.F. & A.M. Wilmington
Lodge; and the Wilmington Moose Lodge #241.
He was an avid reader and will be remembered
as a history buff. Ron was an incredibly loving
and patient man who adored his family and had
a knack for making those around him feel spe-
cial.

Survivors include his wife, Judy
Wunderlich-Bockstahler, who he shared his life
with for 27 years; children: Evelyn (Matt)
Dragatsis, of Denver, CO; Ronald (Rebecca)
Bockstahler, of Indianapolis, IN; John Sowa, of
Wilmington; Lisa (Danny) Neu, of Braidwood
and Raymond (Danielle) Bockstahler, of Joliet;
step-children: Nancy (Michael) Wind and Karen
(Andres) Keipert, both of Florida; Debbie
(Duane) Kane and Patti (Terry) Smith, both of
Wilmington; Michelle (Jack) Thompson, of
Arkansas and Theresa Latimer, of Bloomington;

33) grandchildren, 18 great-grandchil-
dren, one brother-in-law, Jerry (Odessa)

Halterman, of Florida and nieces and
nephews: Vikki (Brad) Russell, of Utah
and Michael (Lisa) Sapp, of
Indianapolis.

Ron was preceded in death by his
parents, father-in-law and mother-in-

law, Ralph and Kathryn Halterman;
sister, Norma Jean Cook; granddaugh-

ters, Autumn Reanne Bockstahler and
Rebecca Diane Neu; grandsons: Matthew

Bockstahler, Daniel Bockstahler and Jonathon
Bockstahler, and his two step-sons, Eric
Wunderlich and Robert Latimer.

The family will receive family and friends at
Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd. in
Wilmington on Friday, Aug. 5, 2022 from 10 a.m.
until time of service at 1 p.m. Reverend
Harriette Cross from the First United Methodist
Church will officiate.

Burial with military honors will follow in
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood
at 2:30 p.m.

Pallbearers will be: Cody Nicholson,
Andrew Bockstahler, Jordan Neu, Jakob Brand,
Payton Neu, Kohler Bockstahler, Nathan
Bockstahler and Nicholas Bockstahler.

In lieu of flowers, do a good deed in memo-
ry of Ron. If you wish to make a memorial, they
may be directed to Lightways Hospice.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photos and share Ron’s
memorial page online through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com

Ronald E. Bockstahler

DIAMOND—Timothy E. ”Timmy”
Smith, 48, of Diamond, passed away
unexpectedly at his home on Thursday,
July 28, 2022.

He was born on Dec. 31, 1973 in
Lemont, IL to Terry E. and Kathleen A.
(nee Cassani) Smith. He grew up in the
Coal City area and graduated from
Coal City High School class of 1992. In
school, Timmy participated in many
sports including Pee Wee Football and
baseball. The sport that he excelled at most
notably was varsity wrestling where Timmy was
a three year state qualifier. He received a
wrestling scholarship for Carthage College.
After school, he became a finance manager for
various car dealerships in several states. He was
an avid golfer and enjoyed traveling. Timmy
traveled through most of the 50 states and trav-
eled as far as Switzerland and the Alps.

He is survived by his mother, Kathleen
Smith, of Diamond; his brother, Greg (Daphne)

Cassani, of Yulee, FL.; his sister, Lori
Amarant, of California; his nieces and

nephews: Morgan, Cameron,
Maverick, Kylan and Braxson and his
great-nieces and great-nephews:
Kayzlea, Carsten, Peyton and Haiden.
Also surviving are numerous aunts,
uncles and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his
father, Terry E. Smith and his nephew,

Kyle Cassani.
Cremation rites have been accorded.

Memorial visitation will be on Friday, Aug.
5, 2022 from 1:30 p.m. until the time of the
Memorial Service at 4:30 p.m. at Ferrari Funeral
Services, 1044 Ferrari Dr., Coal City. Reverend
Joshua Miller will officiate.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guestbook at www.
ferrarifuneral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City are
entrusted with arrangements.

Timothy E. Smith

COAL CITY—Carole Ann Wills, 80, of
Coal City, passed away Tuesday, July 26,
2022 at the Gardens of Park Pointe in
Morris,  with her loving family at her
side.

Born April 19, 1942 in Morris,
Carole Ann was the daughter of Frank
"Cal" and Marie (Votta) Vilt. She was
raised in Coal City and graduated from
Coal City High School with the class of
1960. On June 8, 1963, Carole married her
high school sweetheart, Arden Wills, in
Assumption Catholic Church, and together they
made their home and raised a family on the
family farm.

In addition to being a loving wife, dedicat-
ed mother and doting grandmother, Carole also
worked as an administrative assistant for
Caterpillar Tractor Company, and also with the
Grundy County Special Education Cooperative
for 25 years where she retired in 2002. She was a
member of Assumption Parish, where she was
active with The Marthas, and the family
belonged to the Coal City Area Club.

Friends remained important to Carole
throughout her whole life, and she enjoyed
maintaining her life long friendships with class-
mates from school. Family was Carole’s utmost
priority, and she truly cherished her children
and grandchildren. She was sure to never miss
one of the kids’ extra curricular activities, and
countless memories were made together cele-
brating togetherness, family milestones and
holidays.

In her free time, Carole took pleasure in
snowmobiling, playing many rounds of golf and
participating in the exercise programs at the
Coal City Library. Gone from our sight, Carole
Ann Wills leaves behind a priceless collection of
memories in the hearts of all of those who were
fortunate to know and love her.

Survivors include her children:
Gregory (Tiffany) Wills, Darin (Nikki)
Wills and Kristin (Lance) Copes, all of
Coal City; grandchildren: Brandon
(Angela) Wills, of West Allis, WI; Alex
Wills (Fiancée, Melissa Patterson), of
Aurora; Carter Copes, of Waukee, IA
and Beau Wills, Zoe Wills and Kerigan

Copes, all of Coal City; one sister,
Sharon; her brother-in-law and sister-

in-law, David and Jean Wills, of Coal City
and numerous nieces and nephews, as well

as many lifelong friends.
Carole was preceded in death by her par-

ents, husband of almost 50 years, Arden in 2013;
her father-in-law and mother-in-law, Arden and
Ellen Wills, and three grandchildren in infancy,
Ryan Michael Wills, Caden Reece Copes and
Kellen Gabriel Copes.

Funeral services were held Aug.3, 2022 in
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Coal City. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated with Reverend
Josh Miller presiding, and Deacon William
Dunn assisting.

Burial was in Braceville-Gardner Cemetery,
where Carole was laid to rest with Arden.
Carole’s grandchildren acted as pallbearers.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Carole’s memory to the Alzheimer’s
Association or to her family for their distribu-
tion to local charities of their choosing.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs and
share Carole's memorial page online through
social media.

Funeral services and arrangements were
made under the direction and care of Reeves
Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.
www.ReevesFuneral.com

Carole Wills

BOURBONNAIS—Everett
Ray Tennyson, 80, of
Bourbonnais, formerly of
Ottawa and Braidwood,

passed away Friday, July 29, 2022 at
Ascension Health St. Mary’s Hospital
in Kankakee.

Born Aug. 13, 1941 in
McLeansboro, IL, he was a son of
Everett and Alberta (Mitchell) Tennyson.
Ray graduated from McLeansboro High
School with the class of 1959. He went on to
attend SIU Carbondale for three years. Ray hon-
orably served in the United States Navy
Reserves. He worked as a unit operator for Libby
Owens Ford Glass Company until his retire-
ment. On Feb. 14, 1990 he married Jacquelyn B.
Meyr and together they cherished 28 years until
her passing on March 27, 2018. Ray enjoyed
hunting, fishing, watching birds and gardening.
Most importantly Ray cherished his family and
enjoyed spending time with them.

Survivors include three children: Brenda
(Chet Lynch) Harper, of Ohio; Pamela
Tennyson, of Ohio and Cindy Tennyson, of
LaSalle, IL; four step-children: Shari (Jerry)
Sparks, of Brentwood, TN; Larry (Julie) Meyr, of
Lowell, IN; Christina (John) Nelson, of
Libertyville, IL and Jack (Jamie) Meyr, of Essex,
IL; five grandchildren: Joshua (Liz) Harper,
Chelsia (Dan) Ross, Tessa Harper, Jade Braddy

and Sylvia (Christian) Gainey; 10 step-
grandchildren: Sara Meyr, Mitch
(Emily) Nelson, Linzie Meyr, Nicholas
Meyr, Jack (Emily) Nelson, Maggie
Meyr, Mazie Meyr, Ben Nelson,
Samantha Sparks and Jack Sparks;
several great-grandchildren and sev-
eral step-great-grandchildren; one

sister, Barbara Barbish, of
McLeansboro, IL; niece, Sonja Shelton

and several great-nieces and great-
nephews.
Ray was preceded in death by his parents,

Everett and Alberta; wife, Jacquelyn and one sis-
ter, Shirley.

The family will receive friends on Monday,
Aug. 8, 2022 from 8:30 a.m. until 9:15 a.m. at
Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in
Wilmington. Graveside services along with full
Military Honors will immediately follow at 10
a.m. in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood, IL.

Preferred memorials in Ray’s memory may
be made to a charity of the donor’s choosing.

Friends and family are encourage to share
photos, sign the online guestbook and share
Ray’s memorial page via social media.

Funeral arrangements and graveside serv-
ices have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home.
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com 

Everett Tennyson

ARKANSAS—Eugene John Kahler,
“Gene,” 59, of Arkansas, formerly of
Wilmington, passed away unexpectedly
Aug. 1, 2022, at his home.

Born Dec. 15, 1962, in
Wilmington, he was the son of Eugene
S. Kahler and Helen A. Ziller.  Gene
graduated from Wilmington High
School in 1981. He was a lifelong Union
Sheet Metal and HVAC worker. He
owned and operated his own business,
Kahler Air located in Springdale, AR. Gene
was an avid racer spending many days out on
the track with friends. He also enjoyed hunting
and fishing in his spare time.  Gene had a wild

and carefree spirit and lived every day to
the fullest. 

Survivors include his fiancé, Tara
Knauls; daughter, Jessica (Jeremy)
Penfield; grandchildren; Stella,
Jeremy Jr. and Weston; son, Jay
Mashburn and mother, Helen Ziller;
sisters, Veronica (Marty) Orr and

Valerie Newirth (Patrick Sharpton).
Gene was proceeded in death by

his father, Eugene S. Kahler and brother,
Edward I. Kahler.
Celebration of Life in Gene's honor will be

held at a later date.

Eugene Kahler

GODLEY—Kathi Wickman Brewer,
69, of Godley, passed away peacefully
Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022 at Lightways
Hospice Home in Joliet.  

After retiring she loved spending
time with family and friends, reading
her bible, and being on Facebook.  A
special thanks to Kelly for her devoted
loving care in fighting cancer with her
every step. 

She is survived by her sister, Lynn
(Harry) Sibigtroth Pinson and her children,
Sarah Kelly “Sis” Burns, her son, Gavin and
Shayne Riley Pinson and his son, Shayne; broth-
er, Gary (Catherine) Wickman and his children,
Indra, Ian, Maria, Shoshi and their spouses and
grandchildren; two step-sisters and several
cousins.  

She was preceded in death by her fur

babies, Snowflake and Puggi; parents,
Dolores “Dolly” and Alan Sibigtroth and
Lawrence and Thelma.   

Any donations may be given to
the family, no kill shelters, or to
Lightways Hospice and Serious Illness
Care in Joliet.  

Cremation rites were be accord-
ed.    

A Celebration of Kathi's Life will be
held at a pavilion at the Godley Park

District, Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022 from 2-4 p.m. 
For more information and to sign her

online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com  or find them on
Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
Braidwood was entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

Kathi Brewer
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BY GREG BISHOP
THE CENTER SQUARE

The Primary election in Illinois is now
certified and voter turnout was the lowest
it’s been in eight years.

Friday was the deadline for the
Illinois State Board of Elections to certify
the June 28, 2022, primary election. Top
line numbers show a voter turnout of
21.68%, more than half the turnout of
2016’s primary, but more than the 18.09%
in 2014. In total, there were 1,757,872
votes cast out of 8.1 million registered vot-
ers.

Democrats led with nearly 912,000
votes cast, or 51.9% of the vote.
Republicans pulled more than 812,000
ballots, or 46.2%.

A 192-page official canvas for the pri-
mary shows vote totals by county, by party
and by candidate in each county.

For statewide races, Kathy Salvi got
30.23% of the vote in a seven-way race for
the Republican nomination for U.S.
Senate. Salvi will face off against
Democratic incumbent U.S. Sen. Tammy
Duckworth, D-Schaumburg, who ran in
the primary unopposed.

State Sen. Darren Bailey, R-Xenia, got
57.48% of the vote in a six-way race for the
Republican gubernatorial primary. Bailey
will face off with incumbent Democratic
Gov. J.B. Pritzker, who with 91.88% of the
vote won his Democratic primary against
the relatively unknown and unfunded
Beverly Miles.

Republican attorney general candi-
date Tom DeVore got 44.21% of the vote in
a three-way race for the GOP nomination.
He’ll face off against incumbent
Democratic Attorney General Kwame
Raoul, who was unopposed in the pri-
mary.

State Rep. Dan Brady, R-

Bloomington, got 76.26% of the vote in a
two-way race for the GOP nomination for
Secretary of State. Since Secretary of State
Jesse White was not running for reelec-
tion, in the four-way race for the
Democrats, Alexi Giannoulias got 52.12%
of the vote and will square up with Brady.

There were not competitive primaries
for Republicans or Democrats in the race
for state comptroller or treasurer.
Democratic incumbent Treasurer Michael
Frerichs will face off against state Rep.
Tom Demmer, R-Dixon. Democratic
incumbent Comptroller Susana Mendoza
will be up against Republican Shannon
Teresi.

Aug. 10 is the first day to apply for a
vote-by-mail ballot. Aug. 26 is when the
state elections board will certify the
November election ballot to include all
independent or new party
candidates. Early voting starts Sept. 29.
The general election is Nov. 8.

Official Illinois tally shows low primary turnout

The Illinois
Department of
Transportation announced
that the Jackson Street
bridge over the Des Plaines
River in Joliet has reopened.

The movable bridge
was closed earlier this year
to accommodate the instal-
lation of new aerial cables
and a control system, along
with various tender house
upgrades. The work is part
of an ongoing project to
upgrade the downtown
movable bridges that will
allow them to be controlled
from a central location, cre-
ating a more efficient sys-
tem of lifting and lowering
the bridges and increasing
safety for pedestrians, bicy-
clists, motorists and marine
traffic.

Now the McDonough
Street (U.S. 6/52) bridge will
close for approximately one
week. The closure is neces-
sary to install aerial cables

to prepare the bridge for the
same project, anticipated to
get underway later this year. 

A detour will direct traf-
fic to Scott Street (Illinois
53), Cass Street (U.S. 30),
Center Street, Jefferson
Street (U.S. 30) and Raynor
Avenue (U.S. 52). Eastbound
traffic should follow the
same detour in reverse,
using Ottawa Street to meet
with McDonough Street.

A special truck detour
will use Chicago Street
(Illinois 53), Ruby Street
(Illinois 53), Broadway
Street (Illinois 53), Theodore
Street (Illinois 7), Larkin
Avenue (Illinois 7) and
Railroad Street (U.S. 6).

Monday, Aug. 8, after
the reopening of
McDonough Street, the Cass
Street (U.S. 30) bridge is
scheduled to close for the
same upgrade project,
which is anticipated to take
two months to complete.

One bridge reopens;
two bridges to close

Average gasoline prices in
Illinois have fallen 20.9 cents per
gallon in the last week, averaging
$4.61/g, according to
GasBuddy's survey of 4,378 sta-
tions in Illinois.

Gas stations in Wilmington
had an average price of $4.42/g
Monday morning. In Braidwood
the lowest price of $4.72/g can be
found at the Circle K on 105 S.
Front St. For the Coal City area,
the cheapest price is at the
Caseys in Diamond, on 2040 E.
Division St., at $4.72/g.

“We continue to see average
gas prices falling in every state,
with the national average down
for the seventh straight week.
Even better, nearly 20 states have
also seen their average decline to
$3.99 or less, with over 70,000
stations now at that level or
below,” said Patrick De Haan,
head of petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy.

Prices in Illinois are 75.5
cents per gallon lower than a
month ago but $1.25 higher than
a year ago. The national average

price of diesel has declined 14.8
cents in the last week and stands
at $5.27 per gallon.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois was priced at
$3.64/g.

The good news is U.S. crude
dropped almost $5 per barrel to
$93.60 on Monday, down from a
high of $130/barrel back in
March.

The national average price
of gasoline is $4.17/g, still
$1.02/g higher than a year ago.

“The outlook is for a contin-
ued drop in most areas, however,
some supply tightness in areas of
the Northeastern U.S. could push
prices up slightly until invento-
ries rise, or imports do. For now,
Americans are seeing prices
nearly 90 cents lower than their
mid-June peak and are spending
close to $330 million less on
gasoline every day as a result. As
long as oil prices hold at these
levels or lower, we'll see another
decline in most areas this week,”
De Haan commented.

Gas prices drop
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The annual Will County 4-
H General Project show was
held Saturday, July 9 with sev-
eral 4-H member from
Wilmington and Braidwood
advanccing to state.

Projects are selected by

the member to learn topics
that interest them. This could
be anything from learning
how to cook, build a robot, or
care for the environment. 

One of the most impor-
tant aspects of 4-H project
work is that the 4-H member
decided what they want to
learn and do as they explore
their project. This allows the
project to be self-paced, and
gives children important skills
in setting and working
towards their goals.

When a 4-H member
enters a project in their coun-
ty show, it is reviewed by a
judge; whom interviews the
member on why the project
was chosen, what was learned,
how it was completed. Once
rankings are selected of the
project in that specific catego-
ry, some are selected to repre-
sent their county at the Illinois
State Fair in Springfield.

Awards Wesley 4-H mem-
bers received at the county
show include:

• Alex Boyer; Visual
Arts/Computer Generated –

Blue Ribbon.
• Gwen Boyer; Creative

Writing/Short Story – Blue
Ribbon – State Fair Alternate.

• Veronica Boyer; Food
Science 2 – Blue Ribbon –
State Fair Alternate. 

• Logan Burmaster;
Family Heritage – Blue Ribbon
– Selected for State Fair. 

• Benjamin Floyd; 3D
Mixed Media – Blue Ribbon –
State Fair Alternate. 

• Jacob Floyd; Animal
Science – Blue Ribbon – State
Fair Alternate. 

• Caleb Merkel; Cloverbud
– Blue Ribbon. 

• Charlotte Merkel; Vet
Science 1 – Blue Ribbon. 

• Henry Merkel;
Woodworking 2 –Blue Ribbon
– Selected for State Fair. 

• Samantha Merkel;
Beekeeping – Blue Ribbon –
Selected for State Fair.

• Josiah Merkel;
Woodworking 1 – Blue Ribbon
– Selected for State Fair. 

• Josiah Merkel; Vet
Science 1 – Blue Ribbon –
State Fair Alternate. 

All members of clubs
from across Will County that
were selected at the general
project show will show their
projects at the Illinois State
Fair in Springfield on Aug. 12,
in the Orr Building.

The Wesley 4-H Hustlers
is one of the oldest continu-
ously operating 4-H clubs
within the state, dating back
to approximately 1927. This
club was formed in Wesley
Township, and today is based
out of Wilmington.

The primary area of focus
for this youth organization is
Wilmington, Wesley, Florence,
Reed, and Custer townships,
but is open to all individuals
regardless of location of resi-
dence.

Learn more about 4-H at
www.4-H.org, or on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/4-H
and on Twitter at https://twit-
ter.com/4H.

It’s on to the Illinois State Fair

ADVANCING TO STATE for his 4-H project on Family Heritage is
Logan Burmaster. He earned a blue ribbon during Will County
judging.

WOODWORKING 2 WINNER—Henry Merkel of the Wesley 4-H
Hustlers won a blue ribbon during county judging and will
advance to state. He made a wooden bench.

GOING TO STATE for her project in beekeep-
ing is Wesley 4-Her Samantha Merkel who
won a Blue Ribbon during Will County judg-
ing.

JACOB FLOYD will be a State Fair alternate for his
4-H project in the Animal Sciences division. He
earned a blue ribbon during Will County judging
for his “my balanced dog food” project.

ON TO STATE—A woodworking 1 project complet-
ed by Josiah Merkel won a blue ribbon during
recent the Will County 4-H show. He gets to enter
into State Fair judging starting August 11.
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BOATS

14 foot Lund fishing 
boat. 8 hp merc, 2 ped-
estal seats. $1,550. 
Call 815-423-6064 or 

CHILD CARE
PROVIDERS

First United Methodist 
Early Childhood Pre-
school Program has 
open registration for the 
school year 2022-2023. 
Children 2 (by August 
1st) through 5  may at-
tend. Program has 1, 2 
or 3 day options. Pre-
school is in session 
Mon., Wed., and Fri. 
following the Wilming-
ton school district cal-
endar. For additional in-
formation contact Mrs. 
Paula, preschool direc-
tor at 815-476-5474. 
Registration information 
and forms can be found 
at www.fumcwilm.com 
under the preschool 
heading, or the church 
office from 9am-2pm 
M-F. ck29-33

DUPLEX FOR RENT

3 BR Duplex, ranch 
style: Only 2 units per 
building. 1/2 mile from 
I-55 (Diamond). At-
tached garage, back-
yard. Oak cabinets, 
concrete drive, 
washer/dryer hook-up. 
All maintenance in-
cluded. $1,125.00  per 
month plus all utilities, 
avail. Sept. 1.   No 
smoking or pets & year 
lease. Call 
815-351-2494. cc29-32

One bedroom town-
house with garage for 
rent in Diamond. 
Washer/dryer included. 
Newer building. One 
small pet is ok. Call 
630-383-8198. cc31-34.

Free pond fish. 
779-267-1546. fr30-32

FOR FREE

Kenmore washing ma-
chine and electric dryer. 
Both still in working 
condition. Free for the 
hauling. Wilmington, 
815-476-2298. fr31

Kittens, free to a loving 
home. 2 males and 1 
female. Call or text 
618-383-5870. fr31-32

GARAGE SALES

Whole house sale - 
2025 Lakewood Dr., 
Wilmington. Thurs., Fri., 
& Sat., August 4, 5 & 6 
from 8am-5pm. Attic is 
empty & house is open. 
Antique mancave & 
she-shed items, jew-
elry, women’s clothing 
size 12 & up, women’s 
shoes size 8.5, furni-
ture, wall art, glass-
ware, tins, wicker, 
kitchen items, fishing, 
holiday decorations, 
books, textiles, many 
antiques. ca30-31

HELP WANTED

Gate guard needed at 
Coal City Area Club. 
Applications are avail-
able  at www.coal-
cityareaclub.net or at 
285 S. Broadway in 
Coal City. ch 29b-32b

In need of someone for 
yard maintenance in 
Wilmington, mow lawn, 
weed, trimming, etc. 
Equipment provided. 
15-20 hours per week. 
$20/hr. Experience is a 
must! 815-458-7745. 
cc28-31

Need someone to help 
clean & organize in the 
house. Wilmington, up 
to 3 days a week. 
$15/hour, flexible 
hours. Experience is a 
must! 815-458-7745. 
cc28-31

HELP WANTED

VanDuyne Motel is 
looking for part-time 
maintenance man/ 
handy man, working up 
to 25 hrs/week. Also, 
looking for part-time 
housekeeper, working 
8-15 hrs/week. Please 
call 815-476-2801 or 
stop by VanDuyne Mo-
tel at 107 Bridge St., 
Wilmington, IL. Come 
to office and fill out ap-
plication. cc30b-37b

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

LOTS FOR SALE

Lot for sale, 712 Sand-
burg Drive, Manteno, 
IL. Call 312-316-3866. 
ca30-33.

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

SHOP YOUR LOCAL  
BUSINESSES!

MISCELLANEOUS

Portable Generac Gen-
erator, 6500 watt, 30 
amp power, transfer 
switch kit, 6 circuits. 
$750. Lumber, 2 x 12 x 
14, twelve boards, $15 
each. 815-513-5249. 
cc31-34

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. 
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. ck17b-16b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966.
tfn/47b

STORAGE WANTED WANTED TO BUY

*Wanted*Wanted*
Old cars, trucks or mo-
torcycles. Running or
not. Cash buyer. Larry
815-671-8741. ca29-32

Private collector buying
old toys, Lionel trains,
American Flyer, old
Tonka trucks, Matchbox
cars, Barbie, GI Joe,
paying top cash dollar,
call 630-248-3222.
cc 21b-32b

Multi-family garage sale.
255 E. 2nd St., Coal City.
Sat., Aug. 6, 9am-3pm. A
variety of items including
baby gear.



Dear EarthTalk: Is it true
that koalas are on the verge of
extinction? What is being done
to help this species survive?

-- May Jenkins, Chicago,
IL

Despite their status as
icons of biodiversity, koalas
have been in steady decline for
two decades. Yet the conserva-

tion status of this Australian
native has only just changed
from “threatened” to “endan-
gered” in recent months fol-
lowing a series of bushfires
that raged across Down Under
during the summer of 2019
(later termed “Black
Summer”).

Prior to Black Summer,

disease and climate change
were the primary determi-
nants of the size of koala popu-
lations. Habitat loss has also
contributed to the koala’s
plight in recent years, includ-
ing deforestation, urbaniza-
tion and ecological fragmenta-
tion.

Indirect factors range
from animal grazing to agricul-
tural and mining practices.
However, Black Summer pre-
sented the ultimate tipping
point for koalas.

According to Anne Kerle of
the New South Wales (NSW)
Threatened Species Scientific
Committee, koala populations
have declined some 50 percent
across Australia due to Black
Summer.

To combat this, state gov-
ernments such as NSW
announced a commitment of
AUS$193.3 million, represent-
ing the largest financial prom-
ise by a government, to con-
serve koalas.

The majority of funding
will go toward habitat conser-
vation and research on koalas,
with the remainder dedicated
to garnering community sup-
port and establishing a koala
safety program.

In addition, the
Queensland state government
has promised more than
AUS$24 million will go beyond

saving the koalas to inspire
remediation efforts for other
threatened species.

Environment Minister
Meaghan Scanlon states that
Queensland promotes “one of
the most biodiverse places on
the planet,” emphasizing the
critical need to protect threat-
ened species (especially in an
area that also upholds the
highest number of threatened
species due to anthro-

pogenic—i.e. human-
caused—habitat loss).

According to the
Wilderness Society, 90,000
hectares of land was cleared
for beef production alone in
the span of a single year.

This initiative indicates a
commitment funding,
researching, and creating envi-
ronmental laws that restrict
habitat clearing, according to
Queensland Conservation
Council Director Dave
Copeman.

A large part of koala recov-
ery efforts will be community-
based. Along with encouraging
activism that holds Australian
decision-makers accountable
for their actions that destroy
koala habitats, education of
young people will promote
awareness of the need to save
koalas, especially because they
tend to be inconspicuous in
their habitats and thus “out of
sight and out of mind.”

Just like any threatened
species, koalas are worth sav-
ing, not just because they are
beloved but also for the sake of
protecting the biodiversity of
Australia’s flora and fauna.

EarthTalk® is produced by
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for
the 501(c)3 nonprofit
EarthTalk. Send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.
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Notice of second amended complaint 
to foreclose 391 Quadrangle Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LincolnWay Community Bank, an Illinois Banking Corporation, Plaintiff,
vs. 
Romeo-Brook Properties Partnership I, an Expired Illinois Limited )
Partnership, Frank H. Adams, Katherine Anderson, Gary Z. Baxter, )
Sheldon Bell IRT, Terryl Benchley, Karl Benz, Christel Benz, Susan )
Bonnevie, S. George Chiagouris, Wilma Chiagouris, Bridget )
Culligan, Colleen Culligan, Dennis Culligan, Eileen Culligan, )
Kathleen Culligan, Matt Culligan, Maureen Culligan, )
Meara Culligan Dunsmore, Mike Culligan, Pat Culligan, )
Tom Culligan, John J. Cunnane Jr., Joseph M. Cunnane, )
Barbara H. Czubernat, Mario De Genova, Josephine De Genova, )
Diehl Living Trust, Kathleen Figel, Martha Heslinga Revocable )
Trust, Debra Hopkins, Richard A. Jacobs, Kenneth E. Keeling, )
Flo Kelsch, Rogert L. Knigge, Otto J. Koch III, Alfred Koplin, )
Jean Koplin, Jan Kubis Wood, William L’Orange, Mary L’Orange )
Richard A. Lastovka, Bruce C. Lundin, Roger C. Lundin, Ralph )
Mackh, Phyllis Mackh, Charles A. Madson, Sherman E.Martin,  )
Gloria Martin Daniel J. McCarty, James F. McCarty, Michael )
McCarty, Paul W. Michel, Milder Family Revocable Trust, )
James J. Mraz, Estelle Mraz Peter J. Murray, Naffah Family 2002 )
Charitable Remainder Unitrust, Donald M. Novotny, Donald )
Novotny Jr., James E. Neullen, Randy O’Connell, Audrey Pitte, )
William H. Pokorny J, Gurrie C. Rhoads, Jack B. Rolff, Charles F. )
Roth, John & M. Sue Ryan, Margaret Schlarb, L J Sheridan & )
Company, Unatco, First Midwest Bank FBO Franklin Simmons )
IRA, Charles W. Snyder, J. V. Tansey, Michael Theis, Custodian, )
Ralph Van Kampen, Jerrold Wexler Decl. of Trust Ciokajlo & )
Richards Succ.  Trustee, Georgia Van Kampen Estate, James A. )
Hopkins, Earl & Margaret Meisinger Trust- Dennis Meisinger )
Successor Trustee, as former Limited Partners of Romeo- )
Brook Properties Partnership I, an Expired Illinois Limited )
Partnership, now existing and operating as General Partners of ) 
Romeo-Brook Properties Partnership I, now an Illinois General )
Partnership, Romeo-Brook Properties, LP, an Illinois Limited )
Partnership, Commonwealth Avenue Joint Venture,Gurrie C. Rhoads, )
individually. Gurrie C. Rhoads individually and dba P M Management )
Co Inc, P. M. Management Corp., an Involuntarily dissolved Illinois )
Corporation, Dissolved on 11-1-88., Gurrie C. Rhoads individually and )
dba P. M. Management Corp., Gurrie C. Rhoads individually and dba )
Rhoads Development Company, Romeo-Brook Development Company, )

an Involuntarily dissolved Illinois Corporation Dissolved on 11-1-96, )
Gurrie C. Rhoads individually and dba Romeo-Brook Development )
Company, Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants Defendant.
No. 18 CH 691

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
FOR SECOND AMENDED COMPLAINT TO FORECLOSE COMMERCIAL MORT-

GAGES AND OTHER RELIEF FILED ON APRIL 29, 2022
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is hereby given you,

Romeo-Brook Properties Partnership I, an Expired Illinois Limited Partnership, Frank H.
Adams, Katherine Anderson, Gary Z. Baxter, Sheldon Bell IRT, Terryl Benchley, Karl
Benz, Christel Benz, Susan Bonnevie, S. George Chiagouris, Wilma Chiagouris, Bridget 
Culligan,Colleen Culligan, Dennis Culligan, Eileen Culligan, Kathleen Culligan, Matt
Culligan, Maureen Culligan, Meara Culligan Dunsmore, Mike Culligan, Pat Culligan,Tom
Culligan, John J. Cunnane Jr., Joseph M. Cunnane,Barbara H. Czubernat, Mario De
Genova, Josephine De Genova, Diehl Living Trust, Kathleen Figel, Martha Heslinga
Revocable Trust, Debra Hopkins, Richard A. Jacobs, Kenneth E. Keeling,Flo Kelsch,
Rogert L. Knigge, Otto J. Koch III, Alfred Koplin, Jean Koplin, Jan Kubis Wood, William
L’Orange, Mary L’Orange, Richard A. Lastovka, Bruce C. Lundin, Roger C. Lundin, Ralph
Mackh, Phyllis Mackh, Charles A. Madson, Sherman E. Martin,  Gloria Martin, Daniel J.
McCarty, James F. McCarty, Michael McCarty, Paul W. Michel, Milder Family Revocable
Trust,James J. Mraz, Estelle Mraz Peter J. Murray, Naffah Family 2002 Charitable
Remainder Unitrust, Donald M. Novotny, Donald Novotny Jr., James E. Neullen, Randy
O’Connell, Audrey Pitte, William H. Pokorny J, Gurrie C. Rhoads, Jack B. Rolff, Charles F.
Roth, John & M. Sue Ryan, Margaret Schlarb, L J Sheridan & Company, Unatco, First
Midwest Bank FBO Franklin Simmons IRA, Charles W. Snyder, J. V. Tansey, Michael
Theis, Custodian, Ralph Van Kampen, Jerrold Wexler Decl. of Trust Ciokajlo & Richards
Succ. Trustee, Georgia Van Kampen Estate, James A. Hopkins, Earl & Margaret
Meisinger Trust- Dennis Meisinger Successor Trustee, as former Limited Partners of
Romeo-Brook Properties Partnership I, an Expired Illinois Limited Partnership, now exist-
ing and operating as General Partners of Romeo-Brook Properties Partnership I, now an
Illinois General Partnership, Romeo-Brook Properties, LP, an Illinois Limited Partnership,
Commonwealth Avenue Joint Venture, Gurrie C. Rhoads individually. Gurrie C. Rhoads
individually and dba P M Management Co Inc, P. M. Management Corp., an Involuntarily
dissolved Illinois Corporation, Dissolved on 11-1-88., Gurrie C. Rhoads individually and
dba P. M. Management Corp., Gurrie C. Rhoads individually and dba Rhoads
Development Company, Romeo-Brook Development Company, an Involuntarily dissolved
Illinois Corporation Dissolved on 11-1-96, Gurrie C. Rhoads individually and dba Romeo-
Brook Development Company, Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants, Defendants
in the above-entitled suit, that the said suit commenced in the Circuit Court of Will County,
Illinois, by Plaintiff, LincolnWay Community Bank, an Illinois Banking Corporation, praying
for the foreclosure of Commercial Mortgages, encumbering the premises described as fol-
lows:

Parcel 1: The West 330 feet of the north 700 feet of the southeast 1/4 of Section 15,
township 37 north, range 10 east of the Third Principal Meridian, (excepting therefrom the
North 50 feet taken for road, and also excepting therefrom that part described as com-
mencing at a point that is 50.0 feet south of the north line and 330.0 feet east of the West
Line of said Southeast 1/4 of Section 15; thence South 0 degrees 00 minutes west, along
a line parallel with said West Line of the southeast 1/4, 128.15 feet to the point of begin-
ning; thence South 55 degrees 00 minutes West, 109.11 feet; thence South 35 degrees 00
minutes east, 155.83 feet; thence North 0 degrees 00 minutes east, 190.22 feet to the
point of beginning,) in Will County, Illinois.

Parcel 2: That part of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 15, township 37 north, range 10
east of the third principal Meridian, described as follows: Beginning at a point that is 50.0
feet south of the north line and 330.0 feet east of the West Line of said southeast 1/4 of
Section 15, thence South 0 degrees 00 minutes west, along a line parallel with said West
Line of the southeast 1/4, 128.15 feet; thence south 55 degrees 00 minutes West, 109.11
feet; thence south 35 degrees 00 minutes east 155.83 feet; thence South 0 degrees 00
minutes West, 331.63 feet; thence north 89 degrees 32 minutes 10 seconds east, 235.0
feet; thence North 0 degrees 00 minutes east 650.00 feet to a point that is 50.00 feet south
of the North Line of said southeast 1/4 of Section 15; thence South 89 degrees 32 min-
utes, 10 seconds west, 235.00 feet to the point of beginning, in Will County, Illinois.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  301-321,323-335 and
391 Quadrangle Drive Bolingbrook, Illinois 60440

PIN NO: 02-15-400-011-0000 (Affects Parcel 1)
02-15-400-012-0000 (Affects Parcel 2)

That summons could not issue against you based on the fact that you and your
whereabouts are unknown, as further described in the requisite Affidavit filed herein as
provided by law, and that the said suit is now pending. 

And you are further notified that unless on or before the 8th day of  September,
2022, you shall appear and defend in said suit, default judgment may be entered against
you on the date following or thereafter.

ANDREA LYNN CHASTEEN
CLERK of the CIRCUIT COURT of

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
STEVEN PLATO TROY-03122140
TROY & ASSOCIATES
PO BOX 606 CHANNAHON, ILLINOIS 60410
(815) 467-0756- (815) 467-6247-Fax
StevenPlatoTroy@aol.com

This is an attempt to collect the debt, and any information obtained as a result of
this notice will be used for that purpose.

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, July 27, August 3 and 10,
2022.

Koalas on the verge of extinction 

KOALAS ARE ON the ropes across Australia thanks to last year’s
Black Summer and ongoing threats to their habitat. 

The Forest Preserve
District of Will County will be
offering Sensory Sundays 11
a.m.-noon on Aug. 7, Sept. 4
and Oct. 30, at the Four Rivers
Environmental Education
Center, Channahon. 

This independent pro-
gram offers guests with senso-
ry-processing needs a chance
to experience the visitor cen-

ter’s exhibits and trails on their
own terms. 

The center will be open
only to registered participants
during this time.
Accommodations will be made
where possible. Free, all ages.
Register by calling 815-722-
9470 by the Friday before the
program.

Sensory Sundays experience 
being offered atFour Rivers
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BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

They are the best of the
best when it comes to high
school sports in Illinois.
They’re the athletes who have
had the most impact when it
comes to playting fall sports.

Among the top football
players in class 2A, was mon-
ster Jacardia Wright. Wright
had tree trunk legs and he dis-
played it on the field at
Decatur St. Teresa when he
rushed for over 8,000 yards in
his four seasons as a Bulldog.
He also scored 150 touch-
downs. 

He was 6-0, 200 pounds
and he ran with every bit of it,
busting for 10.9 yards per carry
in his career. His best game
was a 364-yard, six touchdown
performance during his senior
season.

Wilmington doesn’t have a
lot of tall running backs.
They’re usually short but do
they pack a punch. The best
running back comparable to
the size and natural athleti-
cism of Wright would be Owen
Weaver, who is coincidentally
the overall season leader in
rushing with 2,041 yards. 

Weaver was 6-0, 195
pounds so he had the same
build as Wright. Weaver share
the limelight during his junior
season when he split carries
with another 1,000-yard rush-
er, Nick Hawkins, so he may
not have gotten the ball as
often as Wright. Still, he broke
for 9.3 yards per carry in his
two seasons with 46 touch-
downs. His best game came in
a 62-28 win over Sandwich
where Weaver ran for 241 yards
on 24 carries with three touch-
downs.

If one was looking for one
of the best players in Class 3A,
they’d look no further than
Aurora Christian’s 2011 gradu-
ate Anthony Maddie. Maddie
was a dual threat quarterback
for AC, who holds the state
record for points in a season
with 428, which is 52 points
better than Morris’ world class
running back John Dergo. 

Maddie threw for 3,799
yards with 1,117 yards on the
ground, which is second on the
list all-time for total offense.
Maddie single handedly led his
team to a state championship
in 2011 with three touchdowns
on the ground and two
through the air.

Maddie has some similari-
ties to another 3A quarterback
from Reed-Custer, who led his
team to a quarterfinal appear-
ance, the best in school history
and that is the current quarter-
back Jake McPherson. 

McPherson is a little taller
than Maddie as he stands at 6-
2 while Maddie was 6-1, 185
but he possesses the same long
strides and speed that Maddie
did. McPherson finished with
1,124 yards passing, 847 yards
rushing and 30 total touch-
downs so he proved he can be
every bit as dominant a rusher
as he was a passer.

The best overall player in
Class 4A would have to be run-
ning back Ty Issac from Joliet
Catholic Academy. Issac didn’t
have the career stats like some
because JCA was loaded with
running backs. But he had one
of the most ridiculous stats in
state history. 

In a back-and-forth 2011
state title game between JCA
and Lombard (Montini), Issac
ran for 515 yards on just 26 car-
ries with six touchdowns. That
added on to his 2,114- yard
campaign. He also had 36
rushing touchdowns coming
into this game with 45 total
touchdowns. He was the run-
ning back who utilized his line-
men. He would grab onto the
shirt tails of the offensive line-
man while running to have
them lead him to the hole.

The only 4A comparison

to that JCA monster, who was
6-3 and 217 pounds, would be
Daniel Jezik, a former Coal City
standout. It was not because of
his height nor weight as the
2020 graduate was only 5-9,
195 pounds. 

It was how clean he hit the
hole. It also didn’t hurt that he
was an All-State wrestler who
could bust through any tackle.
Jezik  ran for  2,237 yards with
25 touchdowns his senior sea-
son. 

His most impressive game
was one that earned him the
honor of Chicago Bears Player
of the Week when he ran for
295 yards with two touch-
downs in a 34-20 upset win
over Bishop McNamara. Jezik
led the Coalers to a semifinal
appearance and a 12-1 record.

Volleyball
You would not be able to

talk about great players in vol-
leyball without mentioning
one of the all-time best outside
hitters in Class 2A, Decatur St.
Teresa’s Marie Less. Less is cur-
rently 16th in state history with
1,547 career kills.

She was 5’11, like all good
hitters, which allowed her to
jump high at the net. At St.
Teresa, she led them to the
Final Four in 2010 and 2011.
She also holds three school
records there for kills in a sea-
son (495), career kills and
career digs (1,426). She’s also
ranked eighth for kills within a
single match with 32.

Her best Class 2A compar-
ison from Wilmington is Alexis
Zouganelis. While Zouganelis
was shorter at 5’9”, she was
instinctive on the court and
could read the court as the play
unfolded. She always knew

where to be and often was right
where she needed to be.

Along with that, she was
an excellent hitter and holds
the record for kills at
Wilmington with 863 lifetime.
She notched 18 kills in a match
during a very successful 2008
season which saw the ‘Cats win
the sectional championship
with a 32-4 record.

If one was also looking for
the best setter in Class 2A,
they’d find that St. Teresa’s 2011
graduate Jordan Wooden
would be that girl. At just 5’5”,
Wooden was really good at
what she did. She would know
where her hitters were going
before they got there. In her
senior season, Wooden and
Less led the Bulldogs to a Final
Four Appearance when
Wooden had 764 setting
assists. She’s not close to the
record of assists during a
match as it’s 60 but she did
have 30 assists in a match
which is as good as it gets.

Coal City had a setter like
that in Kassie Aldridge. She
was short and really good at
getting the ball up perfectly for
her hitters. She  holds the
school record for assists with
1,115 lifetime. She picked up
439 during her senior season.
She also got close to Wooden’s
mark with 27 setting assists in
a single contest. Aldridge and
the Coalers won the regional

with a 23-10-2 record during
her senior season in 2014.

As for the best overall serv-
er in Class 2A, that would be
Princeton’s 1981 graduate
Mary Bouxsein. She leads the
state with 573 aces in just 87
matches. She also has the sec-
ond most aces in a season,
delivering 189. During her run
with Princeton, she led the
Tigers to three district titles,
four sectionals and one state
appearance during her junior
season when the team went
19-5. She served up 22 aces
during a match in 1978 which
is second most.

Reed-Custer’s Madilyn
Alton was one of the best over-
all volleyball players the area
has  ever seen. She led the
Comets in three different stat
categories with 558 kills, 1,120
digs and 149 aces. Alton was 5-
10 and she used her height to
her advantage. There was a
match where Alton had six
aces in a game against Serena
during her senior season.

Soccer
If one was looking for the

best overall goal scorer in Class
1A, you’d look no further than
Elgin (St. Edward’s) 2018 grad-
uate AJ Franklin, who pounded
through an amazing 70 goals to
lead his squad to a third place
finish in his junior year as they
finished that season 27-2. 

There is no comparison to
a 70-goal season as the most
scored in a single season
between Coal City, Wilmington
and Reed-Custer is 25 by
Wilmington’s Dylan
Swearengen. He and his broth-
er Dawson helped Wilmington
win the regional title in 2016.
They were a dynamic duo who
each scored at least 20 goals
that year. 

However, it is interesting
to note Peotone’s 2002 gradu-
ate Kevin Mikuce scored 42
goals to help the Blue Devils
qualify for state. Mikuce later
came back to Peotone to coach
for three seasons, all of which
were regional championship
seasons.

If somebody was looking
for the best overall player in
Class 1A, it would without a
doubt be Chicago FW Parker’s
2008 graduate John Berggren,
who knocked through 65 goals
with 60 assists during a 2008
fourth place medal season.
Berggren was best at doing it
all. 

There have been a couple
do-it-all players over the past
few years. None compare to
Berggren but Reed-Custer’s
Danny Kuban gave that two-
way player role a try last sea-
son and scored 22 goals with
five assists. 

He poured it on for the
Comets, scoring five goals
against Wilmington and four in
another game against Plano to
give him his 22 for the season
as he would score two more
hat tricks. He currently has the
record for goals in a season
and is tied for third with 26
goals and one season left to go.

The best goalie in 1A is
Alton Marquette’s Zach Horn,
who collected 310 saves during
their state championship sea-
son in 2012 when the team
went 17-6-3.

There’s no one quite like
Horn, who did that in a season
but the closest would be Coal
City’s 2017 graduate Hunter
Bannon, who corralled 526
saves from 2014-17. He
stopped 170 in a season. 

There have been so many
athletes who have made a dif-
ference for their teams in Class
1A. These are just a few.

Illinois athletes who set the standard in fall sports

File Photo

FORMER WILDCAT STANDOUT Owen Weaver motors into the end zone for a touchdown during the 2015 season. Weaver is the single-
season rushing record holder at Wilmington.

File Photo

FORMER WILMINGTON STANDOUT Alexis Zouganelis return a serve during a game in 2010. Zouganelis was the best hitter the ‘Cats have
had over the years and leads them all-time in kills in a season, kills in a career and kills in a game.
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Photo  by Shawn Long

STRETCHING OUT to record the out at first base during an infield drill at WMS baseball tryouts is Nash Rink.

Photo  by Shawn Long

WILMINGTON’S Declan Moran fields and fires a ball to first base to
record an out.

BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

Middle school baseball players came out to
the Wilmington High School field excited to put
their skills to the test during tryouts on Monday.
Tryouts are used to find the best possible play-
ers for a team and in some cases, there are cuts
involved. 

In Wilmington’s case, they’re going to have
three teams and the right amount of kids to fill
with 35 in attendance so cuts won’t be neces-
sary. 

“Today, we were somewhere in the 30s
which is a little less than I expected,” admitted
coach Nick Dziuban. “I wouldn’t be surprised if
there weren’t more kids that show up tomorrow.
I think we should be good to fill up two teams
and are on the cusp of having three teams if we
did have more kids.”

Dziuban said if he did have to cut players
he would usually grade them.

“I would look at--we would kind of do a lit-
tle scale to see instead of having like a set num-
ber for--we’ll do 1-5 but I can’t just grade you.
Oh, you threw 80 miles per hour and everybody
that throws 80 is a five. No, that kid that is the
highest base and we’ll work down from there,
and grade up to that highest base.”

The tryout ran from 8-10 a.m. and went
over the basics of the game. They focused on
fielding with infield and outfield drills. 

And on Tuesday, they put it all together
with hitting, and pitching to see what the kids
really had.

“We take a day doing fielding and baserun-
ning. I’m really just looking to see some effort
and see what we’ve kind of got. Just basics.
You’re not doing any big grading or anything
like that. You’re just trying to see what kids can
do to fill the positions.  Tomorrow, we’ll do a lit-

tle bit of pitching while we do a lot of hitting.
We’ll have kids in the cages and on the field hit-
ting. We’ll have guys down in the bullpen throw-
ing so we can kind of keep an eye on everything
and see how it all goes.”

Dziuban says he told the kids everything is
up for grabs and versatility is a plus.

“I told  the kids ‘hey, you might play this

position this summer but we might have four
guys there and I can only play one.’ They’ve got
to be open to moving around. We’ll check them
out at different positions and see what they can
do there between infield, outfield--everything
so I think it’s important for kids to play multiple
positions to get a chance to play somewhere.
Somebody might be better than you at one spot

but maybe you’re better than them at another
spot.”

Dziuban notes he’s had no complaints and
no one is opposed to moving around the dia-
m o n d .

“This is my fourth year doing this and I’ve
never had a kid that really ever was like, ‘Nah, I
can’t do that’. They’re usually all pretty open. It’s
nice to hear from the kids. Good attitudes.”

Dziuban’s team last year was one victory
away from advancing to state so that set the bar
high for this year. With the talent coming up
from local travel teams he thinks they’ll be right
up there at that same level.

“I’m interested to see how this year’s team
responds. Obviously, we had a very good squad
last year and I don’t see much of a drop off. I
think we’ll be right there in the same tier as that
team last year. We have three eighth graders
who got a good deal of time last year so look for
good things out of them. We’re also going to
have some pitching depth which helps. If you
throw strikes and throw well at the same time,
you’re tough to beat. On that same note, if we
can score some runs, we’ll be a tough team to
beat.”

Dziuban and his coaches will get a chance
to see what their team has in store when they
square up against Manteno Aug. 10.

“It’s a quick turnaround and it’s going to be
tough to get the guys ready. It’s nice to know
that I do know most of the kids at the eighth
grade level so I don’t necessarily have to worry
about getting arms ready to pitch. It’s more so
take those couple days and go through how I
like to position our infield and outfield based on
who is pitching and how a team is hitting
against us. Going through our plays and signs,
and making sure everybody is on the same page
so we don’t have those mental mistakes.”

Young ‘Cats give it their best during tryouts

Photo  by Shawn Long

WILMINGTON’S Tyler Krand sets himself to throw to first base during youth baseball tryouts held at
the Wilmington High School baseball field.

BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

With the 2022-2023 fall
high school sports seasons
right around the corner, we
became curious as to which
schools have the most win-
ningest teams of all. Here is a
snapshot of what we found.

Football’s most 
winningest teams

In football, it’s no surprise
that Joliet Catholic Academy
rules all other classes with 14
state titles and 18 state tro-
phies overall. They’ve qualified
for the playoffs 41 times, and
they are tied with three other
powerhouse programs for the
most winningest in the history
of the game. 

East St. Louis and Geneseo
come in both having 41 state
trips with 12 state trophies for
East St. Louis, and 10 trophies
for Geneseo.If you’re looking at
the program as a whole in
terms of wins, East St. Louis
would be the most winningest
program with 761 career wins
to Geneseo’s 662 and JCA’s 653. 

If one was looking in terms
of overall success in the pro-
gram, they’d look at a 2A club
Pittsfield, who has had seven
undefeated seasons to lead the
state, rattling off 64 straight
wins from 1966-73. JCA only
had 29 straight without a loss.
That’s impressive but in terms
of success and what they’ve
done with it at state, JCA takes
the cake.

Wilmington, who has
been to the playoffs 27 times
over 75 years, has three state
trophies including two two
state championships. 

A big part of their success
has been the quartet of coach-
es, who have turned this pro-
gram into a powerhouse. Jeff
Reents, Barry Southall, Bob

Bolser and Rob Murphy had
been together for 28 years. In
that time, they notched 25
straight playoff appearances
with two state titles, and a sec-
ond place. Murphy has now
retired.

Reents currently is tied for
the 22nd most wins in the state
of Illinois with 251. Before
Reents, it was Howie Becker for
29 years. In that time, Becker
qualified for the playoffs three
times with 127 career wins. The
closest the Wildcats came to
Pittsfield’s run was during
2003, 2004 and 2005 when the
team would go 36-3 with a run-
ner-up trophy in 2003. They’ve
won 14 straight two seperate
times. The longest undefeated
run was 24 game stretching
over the 2015 and 2016 sea-
sons.

Coal City has been to the
playoffs 30 times over 44 sea-
sons. The Coalers have two
state trophies, earning a first
during their magical 1993 sea-
son and a second place trophy
in 2004.

The Coalers, a Class 4A
team, have had some pretty
good coaches, starting with
Ken Miller from 1986 to the
end of the 1999 season. 

In that time, he qualified
his Coalers for the playoffs in
13 out of the 14 years he
coached. He ended up with
108 career wins.  

It was then handed to
Lenny Onsen who followed the
pattern with one slow season
before rattling off five straight
playoff appearances with a
second place trophy in 2004.
Then, Dan Hutchings made
the playoffs three years in a
row and compiled a 44-9
record before turning it over to
Francis Loughran, who quali-
fied in his first year. The
Coalers have been undefeated
one time in their 1993 season.

Hutchings’ run was their
longest stretch.

Reed-Custer, having a
resurgence with a large
amount of talent, has been to
the playoffs six times. The far-
thest they got was the quarter-
finals last season when they
had their best overall win total
of 10-2. 

It was during Dean
Cappel’s 12-year run that they
had the most success, qualify-
ing for the playoffs five years
with four in his last five years
coaching. Other than that, they
had Tom Greene, who led them
to their first-ever playoff
appearance with a nine win
season in 1986 and the team’s
current coach Gavin Johnston.
The Comets’ best run was 10-2.
Their best stretch was 25-18
under Cappel from 2006-09.

Volleyball’s most 
winningest teams

IHSA records show in girls
volleyball it is Mother McAuley
(Chicago) that leads all other
teams qualifying for state 26
times with 23 state titles. 

Only two other teams
Breese (Mater Dei, 4A) and
Wheaton (St. Francis, 3A) have
qualified for the playoffs 20
times. 

Wheaton’s coach Peg
Kopec is the all-time leader in
wins by a coach with 1,248.
Breese’s coach Fred Rakers is
third with 1,046 and Nancy
Wichgers from  Mother
McAuley is 12th  with 829
career wins.

Mother McAuley had a run
where they won 135 matches
without a loss from 1979-83.
No other program has even
come close to replicating that.
Breese Mater Dei is third with
56 straight.

Coal City volleyball has
qualified for state three times
and in that time, they’ve

earned two trophies for third
place. The  Coalers  have had a
consistency in their coaches
with Barb Jansen having the
longest and most successful
run with 360 wins, nine playoff
appearances, three sectional
titles and a third place trophy
in 1991. 

Linda Oxby had the other
third place trophy during her
five-year run from 1979 to
1985. 

Jen Lindsey had another
solid run in the early 2000s
when she won over 140 games
with two regional titles. The
most recent coach is Pam
McMurtrey, who has compiled
over 100 wins with a regional
championship.  Coal City’s best
run as a team came during the
Jansen ERA from 1989-1991
when they were 100-9. 

Reed-Custer has been to
the playoffs three times with
two regional and a sectional
title. The difference betweeen
them and Coal City has been
coaches. Their first year win-
ning both regionals and sec-
tionals was in 1992 when Jill
Sorensen-Davis was coach.
She lasted  seven years before
another coach, Kelly Simon
put in two years with 54 wins.
Dennis Pommier had 99 wins
in eight years and that has
been the longest term any
coach has served. The Comet
hitters had a very strong run
when they were 54-19 in two
season under Simon.

The same with
Wilmington, who hasn’t been
to state but have been to the
playoffs in eight seasons, earn-
ing seven regional champi-
onships with a sectional title in
2008. 

The ‘Cats had all their suc-
cess during Dan Drye’s run
from 2007-11 when they won
102 games including a regional
and sectional title. They did

pick up 97 wins with two
regionals under Chris
Hoelscher from 2000-04 but
their coaches have generally
not stayed long term. The ‘Cats
best individual run was the
four years under Drye when
the team went 102-40 includ-
ing a 32-4 finish in 2008.

Golf’s best teams
Who has the most win-

ningest golf program regard-
less of class?

That would be New Trier
in Winnetka, who has qualified
for state 47 times, winning
nine titles.

The Coalers are closest to
that qualifying to state in two
seasons. They’ve never gotten
any hardware out of it but have
had a lot of individual success.
The Coalers have had quite a
few coaches that have been
around for awhile including
Pat Halloran (six years, 60-27),
Allen Halterman (eight years,
68 wins), David Sinkular (13
years, 135-98) and Harlan
Kennell (five years, 34-24).

Reed-Custer has never
qualified for state but have two
regional titles as a team. Along
with that, they’ve had one very
good coach, Tim Ricketts, who
led them to a 142-80 record in
his 13 years, including a 20-0
run during the 2002 season.

The Wildcats are not
recorded on the IHSA but have
had quite a bit of individual
success over the years and a
coach Mike Wilson, that has
been there for almost 20 years.

Boys Soccer’s most
winningest teams

In boys soccer, Granite
City is the most winningest
team in Illinois qualifying for
state 16 times. They have 10
state titles in those 16 years
with two thirds and a second.
Peoria Notre Dame is the only
other program with 13 state

trophies including four titles.
Granite City never did have an
undefeated season but they
had a stretch under Gene
Baker when they won six state
chamionships in seven sea-
sons from 1976-82, compiling
an impressive record of 168-19.
Peoria Notre Dame had an
amazing 144-17 from 1999-
2004 when they won a state
title and four other state tro-
phies.

The Wilmington boys soc-
cer team has won the regional
twice. The ‘Cats had David
Blackburn stay for five years
and had some really good runs
when the Swearengen twins
were in, going 12-8 when they
won the regional in 2016.

Coal City’s soccer team
has never been to state. Their
coaches stayed for an average
of six years, winning 224 games
in program history. The
Coalers’ best run was three
years under Todd Painter when
the team went 44-20-6 from
2000-02. That was also Coal
City’s longest and most win-
ningest coach with 74 wins.

Reed-Custer’s soccer team
is in that same boat. They’ve
never been to state and they’ve
never won a regional but they
have had the same coach 13 of
the 18 seasons in Andy
Gleixner who has won 54 con-
tests. The team’s best run came
in two seasons with the pro-
gram’s first coach David
Acevedo, who led them to a
record of 27-7-5 from 1999-
2000.

Let’s see which local teams
can continue to make a dent
on some of these powerhouses’
records. Wilmington football is
the closest to that feat. They’re
already 19-0. Just 46 consecu-
tive wins are needed to beat
Pittsfield. That’s easier said
than done.

Who in Illinois is the most winningest team of all?
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