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Photos from 2022
Catfish Days!

WILMINGTON PARK DISTRICT director Kirsten VanDuyne gives a wave while driving a decorated UTV
in the Catfish Days parade on Sunday.

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund
THE LASER LIGHT SHOW, sponsored by the City of Wilmington, attracted a good crowd on the North
Island on Saturday. The popular Catfish Days event is like none other, featuring images flashed on a
large screen in sync with music.

THE ALPINE SLIDE was a thrill for Jayce Strong of Wilmington as he speeds downhill on Sunday. After
rain clouds dampened spirits on Saturday, plenty of youngster took advantage of all-you-can-ride
passes on Sunday.

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Few names in town are synonymous with
Catfish Days quite like Marty Orr.

Chair of the festival for more than two
decades now, Orr announced earlier this month
that this year would be his last as the head of
the committee.

ÒThis is my plan, to be the last year as chair
of the festival,Ó Orr told the members of the City
Council on July 19. ÒI donÕt want to step away
from the committee itself, I still want to be a
part of the committee. IÕve been kind of wanting
to do this for the past few years, and weÕve got
some good people on the committee that hope-
fully will step up and take over the leadership
role.Ó

It was 1998 when Orr first came to the
Wilmington City Council with an ideaÑletÕs
bring back Catfish Days.

The festival had been on an indefinite hia-
tus, and for those who came from Wilmington,
it wasnÕt exactly associated with the fun-filled,
family atmosphere that people think about
today.

But Orr, whose daughter was just 7-years-
old at the time, saw potential.

So, he and a group of interested organizers
got together, but quickly there were just a few of
them ready to take the festival on.

ÒIn January of 1999 we really had no idea
what we were doing, but we went to the City
and got some help,Ó Orr laughed.

He said he worked with organizers from the
Braidwood Lions Summerfest and the Grundy

County Cornfest that first year, and together
they became a Òrag tagÓ group of folks who just
pushed forward.

ÒA hope and a prayer and away we went,Ó
Orr said, adding that the first year they called it
Catfish Festival to get away from any bad asso-
ciation to the Catfish Days of old, only to quick-
ly reclaim the name as the fresh and fun new
festival.

ÒWe really wanted it to be a family event,Ó
Orr said. ÒNow we not only have stuff for the
young ones, but also for the older kids, too.Ó

Not one to take all the credit, Orr said the
success of Catfish Days since its return in 1999
is really the result of hardworking volunteers
and local businesses. Orr said when they first
started, funds were collected from Tag Days
downtown, where he would hand out business
cards and ask for assistance.

Now, the festival is a $30,000 line item in
the city of WilmingtonÕs budget, and local busi-
nesses and the Wilmington Area Chamber of
Commerce have stepped up with sponsorships
and assistance.

ÒAll of the businesses in town have really
done their part,Ó Orr said.

Orr said now is the time for him to step
down, both so he can pursue other activities
and adventures, and also because, he said, the
committee is more than ready to take on the
festival without him as lead.

While Orr is stepping down from the Chair
position, he isnÕt going away.

ÒIÕll be there to help whoever takes that
lead role,Ó he said. ÒItÕs been a great experience
to start something from scratch.Ó

Orr says farewell as
Catfish Days Chair

Catfish Days goes to Vegas
What happens in Wilmington...

THE RUSTY NUTZ car
club of Joliet hosted
the Catfish Days car
show despite rain
storms Saturday night
and Sunday morning.
Approximately 50 cars
and trucks showed up
as the sun came out
and dried the grass on
the north island. One of
the featured vehicles
was this 1948 Chevy
owned by Cindy Trainer
of Godley.

BIG SISTER Brooke Dickover
(left) checks on her younger
sibling Hailey while spinning
around on an amusement ride
on Sunday during Catfish Days.
While Hailey may have looked a
little faint-hearted the faster
they spun around, she rode it
out until the end with no prob-
lems.


