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Photo by Eric Fisher
THE RECENTLY RESTORED Joliet Army Ammunition Plant Guardhouse is located one mile
east of Route 66 along South Arsenal Road, near the village of Symerton. The guardhouse
once stood as the security checkpoint for White Circle Group 60 where the headquarters
and 48 other buildings, including housing, were known as the Elwood Ordinance Plant. The
restoration was donated by union labor members of the Three Rivers Construction
Alliance.

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

If everything goes
according to plan, the
Village of Symerton may
experience something it
rarely sees — a traffic jam.

And Mayor Eli Geiss
couldn't be happier about
it.

The tiny Will County
community of roughly 106
residents is preparing to
welcome car enthusiasts,
Route 66 travelers and his-
tory buffs alike on
Thursday, July 16, when it
hosts Symerton's Route 66
Road Show Car Show, an
event designed not only to
celebrate classic automo-
biles but also to showcase a
newly restored piece of
local history.

"We're hoping for a
big turnout," Geiss said.
"This is an opportunity to
bring people into
Symerton, celebrate the
Route 66 centennial and
highlight a landmark that
many people don't even
realize exists."

The event is being
made possible through a
$10,000 grant from the

Joliet Arsenal
Development Authority
(JADA), which awarded
funding to help commem-
orate the 100th anniver-
sary of Route 66 while pro-
moting attractions tied to
the region's rich history.

For Symerton, that
attraction is the recently
restored Joliet Army
Ammunition Plant
Guardhouse located along
South Arsenal Road, near
the village.

The octagonal guard-
house once stood as the
primary security check-
point for one of the
nation's most important
wartime manufacturing
facilities. According to
information displayed at
the site, the structure has
been restored to its origi-
nal 1940 appearance and
served as part of the
perimeter security system
guarding the headquarters
area of the former Joliet
Arsenal.

The guardhouse was
among the first buildings
completed when the mas-
sive facility was construct-
ed in 1940 as the United
States prepared for the

possibility of entering
World War II. At its peak,
the Joliet Army
Ammunition Plant
employed 10,000 workers
and produced primary
explosives, chemical com-
ponents and finished
munitions including
artillery shells and aerial
bombs.

The installation con-
tinued to play a strategic
role after World War II, sup-
porting military operations
during both the Korean
War and the Vietnam con-
flict. Although production
eventually declined, por-
tions of the facility
remained active until 2000
before being decommis-
sioned and redeveloped.

Today, the restored
guardhouse serves as one
of the few remaining pub-
lic reminders of the site's
historic significance.

Geiss said the car
show offers a perfect way
to connect that history
with the heritage of nearby
Route 66.

The festivities will be
held in the village park.
Vehicle owners will com-

Symerton hopes car show puts
Arsenal landmark in the spotlight

Photo courtesy Union Pacific Railroad
THE BIG BOY steam locomotive will pass through the area on tracks parallel to Route 53 and Route 66 on Friday, July
17. The tour is part of Union Pacific’s celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the U.S.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Rail enthusiasts and
history buffs will have a
rare opportunity to wit-
ness one of the world's
most famous steam loco-
motives in history when
Union Pacific's Big Boy No.
4014 rumbles its way
through our area on
Friday, July 17.

Restored in 2019, Big
Boy is one of eight giant
steam locomotives still in

existence, and the only one
in operation. 

Big Boy's appearance
marks one of the rare occa-
sions the legendary steam
locomotive will traverse
through northeastern
Illinois, giving residents
the rare opportunity to
witness American railroad
history.

Last March, Union
Pacific Railroad––founded
by Abraham Lincoln in
1862 when he signed the
Pacific Railway

Act––unveiled plans for an
East Coast tour in honor of
the country’s 250th
anniversary.

“Union Pacific is hon-
ored to take part in the
250th anniversary of this
great nation,” Union
Pacific CEO Jim Vena said.
“Each of these commemo-
rative locomotives sym-
bolizes the important
moments in the history
of Union Pacific and the
U.S. Our shared history
shows the vial role rail-

roads have played and will
continue to play for gener-
ations to come.”

The grand tour
Big Boy is touring as

part of Union Pacific's
America 250 Celebration,
commemorating the
nation's 250th anniversary.

Big Boy to chug through area

SEE BIG BOY PAGE 2

SEE SYMERTON PAGE 2

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

Katarina "Kat" Daniell
will never forget the first
Catfish Days button she
bought.

It was 2016. She and
her husband, Gerald, were
expecting their daughter,
and the annual
Wilmington festival was in
full swing. Kat purchased a
commemorative Catfish
Days button and later
hung it in her daughter's
room after she was born.

Ten years later, that
simple souvenir has
become part of a cherished
family tradition.

"When they said they
didn't have buttons any-
more, I wanted to bring

that tradition back,"
Daniell said. "I still have
that button from 2016, and
it's special because it was
our first Catfish Days as a
family."

This year, Kat and
Gerald Daniell have
teamed up with longtime
Wilmington resident Bob
Thomas to ensure the tra-
dition continues as Catfish
Days returns July 23-26.

The commemorative
buttons, 500 total priced at
$3 each, are available
throughout Wilmington
and once again offer festi-
val-goers a chance to win
cash prizes while support-
ing local history.

For the Daniells, pre-
serving the tradition is a
labor of love. Although

Button tradition 
will live on during 
Catfish Days

SEE BUTTONS PAGE 2
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Mended
7. Hymns

13. Commercial transport of goods
14. Poked holes in the ground
16. They precede C
17. Branch of knowledge concerned with

wealth
19. Larry and Curly�s pal
20. Injured
22. Popular type of dance
23. Moon crater
25. American state
26. Places to lock valuables
28. Stalk that supports the capsule
29. Keyboard key

30. �__ death do us part
31. A type of cage
33. A place to sleep
34. Annual music awards show
36. Made over
38. Hard, stony substance
40. Incantations
41. Long-legged, wading bird
43. Breathe noisily
44. Congressman
45. Rip off
47. Golf score
48. Popular pickup truck
51. Where infants sleep
53. Music term
55. Small opening in a surface

56. Musical term meaning �very�
58. Soviet Socialist Republic
59. Treats with powder
60. Email subject line feature
61. A British lawyer
64. Expression of laughter
65. Farmer�s calendar
67. Seeds used as food
69. Eurasian shrubs
70. Periods of inactivity

CLUES DOWN
1. Hard things to kick

2. Collective of countries
3. Letter of Hebrew alphabet
4. One-time Alabama running back

Eddie
5. One�s sense of self-esteem
6. Of the teeth
7. Treat with care
8. Type of whale
9. Curved structure

10. Emits coherent radiation
11. One of the Gospels (abbr.)
12. Smallest interval in western music
13. Netherlands seat of government
15. Gives to charitably
18. Lout
21. Pastas
24. Release from restrictions
26. Female sibling
27. Title of respect
30. Silver coins
32. Region in India
35. Partner to cheese
37. Dark or dusky
38. Pacific Northwest tree
39. Exaggerate
42. Toddler
43. Touch lightly
46. Fundamentals
47. Jeopardies
49. Curved structures
50. Isolated, flat-topped hills
52. Forming the bottom layer
54. Reciprocal of sine
55. Genus of Old World birds
57. New York college
59. Cloak
62. Kawhi Leonard�s team (abbr.)
63. Vietnamese offensive
66. �The Great Lakes State�
68. �__, myself and I�

FOR RENT

Wilmington - Commer-
cial space. 101 E. Chi-
cago St., Unit 2. Call 
815-693-6030. Avail-
able July 1. ca15-18. 

HELP WANTED

Bartender needed. Hot 
Shotz, 725 S, Broad-
way, Coal City. Apply
in person in after-
noons, any day. 
cc26-29

Part-time Groomer 
Wanted! I'm looking for 
an experienced
groomer to join my 
team. Flexible sched-
ule and I'm open to
negotiating hours and
pay. If you’re dedicated
and easygoing, please
contact me. Let’s work
together! Braidwood,
Call Karen at 815-823-
3844.

WE ARE HIRING — 
Full time teller in Wil-
mington. Send resume 
to info@grundy.bank
or in person at 120 S
Main St., Wilmington. 
ch26-27

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. 

MISCELLANEOUS

2011 Harley Davidson, 
road glide, sedona or-
ange, $6,500. 110 volt 
fuel transfer pump with 
meter, new, $500. 24 
gallon yard sprayer
with boom, used once, 
$200. 815-210-1669, 
leave message.
ch26-28

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

For Sale - 2006 
Gulfstream 32 ft. long, 
sleeps 8 with shed. 
Currently at Lake Point 
Resort. $5,000 or best 
offer. 928-715-7395. cc 
26-27

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gut-ter screen, no
repair to small or too
big. Free roof inspec-
tion. Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
cc19-44

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

STORAGE

WANTED

CLA Food Pantry.
Christian Life Assembly, 2960 E
Division St Diamond IL.
Available Tuesday 2:30 p.m. to
6:00 p.m., Wednesday 11:30
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. to noon. By appoint-
ment only  815-578-5441.

Braidwood Food Pantry at
Community Care Center. Open
Tuesdays 8 to 11:45 a.m.  112 S.
Center Street, Braidwood. Info:
815-325-0779

Ignite Christian Church,
1180 W 1st St. Braidwood.
Micro-pantry open 24 hours
front of church Info: (815)-390-
5040

Top Fuel Saloon Food
Pantry. Open Fridays from 1 to
2 p.m. 275 S. Hickory St.,
Braidwood.

Secret Pantry, for hours
and location see: The Original
Secret Pantry Facebook page

Coal City Food Pantry at
Coal City United Methodist
Church. (Use south
entrance)Closed all Federal
holidays. Open Mondays 9-11
a.m. and Thursdays 1-3 p.m.
6805 E. McArdle Road, Coal
City.  Information: 815-216-
3288.

We Care of Grundy County
Food Pantry. Office Hours:
Mon.-Wed. and Fri.: 8:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Pantry Hours: Monday-Friday

1:00-3:00 by appointment.
Please call to schedule your
time to come 815-942-6389.
530 Bedford Rd., Morris. 

Kuzma Care Cottage, food
pantry. 635 S. Main Street,
Wilmington. Hours:  M-F 9-11
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. and the 2nd
Saturday of each month, 8-11
a.m. 815-476-2030

Local Meals:
St. Vincent Table Hot

Meals. Coordinators Cindi
Grove 815-735-1432 and Laura
Marizza 815-325-8605. Hours
for pickup for shut ins 4:00-
4:30 p.m. Dine in hours 4:30
until 5:30 p.m. 

During July meals will be
offered at Assumption of the
BVM, 180 S. Kankakee St., Coal
City. From August through
October meals will be distrib-
uted at Immaculate
Conception, 220 S. School St.,
Braidwood;  Nov. - Assumption
of the BVM, 180 S. Kankakee
St., Coal City. Dec. through
Feb. - Closed and will resume
in March, 2027.

If you would like to help
with this ministry or know of
anyone in need of meals,
please contact our coordina-
tors for more information. 

We are always looking for
more churches or organiza-
tions to help.      

Resources available for food, meals

The Wilmington Area
Community Band will perform
the third concert of the 19th
season on Sunday, July 12, at 6
p.m. at Veteran's Memorial
Park.

Arrive early and order din-
ner from "Truckin' Delicious"
food truck! Bring a lawn chair,
mosquito spray, snacks and
water and relax in the shade as
the band performs the follow-
ing music in a beautiful out-
door setting.

This concert's theme is
"Christmas In July".

Star Spangled Banner -
David Conrad, vocalist

I Saw Three Ships 
White Christmas 
Cowboy Christmas
Faeries (Dance of the

Sugar Plum Fairies) 
Santa The Barbarian

INTERMISSION
Santa The Barbarian:

Snowpocalypse 
Grandma Got Run Over

By A Reindeer
Christmas On The Town

Square
How The Grinch Stole

Christmas Concert Medley
Sleigh Ride
Veteran's Memorial Park

is located at the intersection of
Williams and Vine Streets -
across from Oakwood
Cemetery and Island City
Baptist Church. 

The Wilmington Area
Community Band is a volun-
teer group of local musicians
from ages 13 up. In the event of
rain or excess heat, our alter-
native concert location is
Wilmington High School and
signs will be posted at the park.

Come listen to ‘Christmas in
July’ Wilm. band concert
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Courtesy photo

WHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Molly Southall escorted by her parents Joyce and Barry Southall.
Molly has been part of the Varsity softball program for 4 years. She is also a member of stu-
dent council, NHS, Interact Club, Best Buddies, LEAD, P.O.P.S and is the school’s yearbook
editor. After graduation, she will be heading to North Carolina State where she will be play-
ing softball and studying Math Education.

Courtesy photo

WHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Taylor Stefancic is escorted by her parents Lisa and Jon
Stefancic. Taylor has been part of the Varsity softball program for the past 4 years. She is
also on the yearbook staff. After graduation, she plans to attend Rock Valley where she will
study early childhood education and continue her softball career.

Courtesy photo

WHS SOFTBALL SENIOR Lexi Strohm is escorted by her parents, Alli and Josh Strohm.
Lexi has been part of the Varsity softball program for 4 years. She is also a member of NHS,
Interact Club and FCA. After graduation, she plans to attend Joliet Junior College where
she will begin her dental hygienist degree and continue her softball career.

The Will County
Sheriff's Office is warning
residents—especially sen-
ior citizens—to be on alert
for individuals operating
door-to-door scams
throughout the area.

These organized theft
crews often pose as land-
scapers, tree trimmers,
driveway sealers, roofers,
or home repair contractors.
Their goal is to gain your
trust and, in many cases,
gain access to your proper-
ty or home.

A common tactic
involves one person engag-
ing the homeowner in con-
versation outside or inside
the residence while an
accomplice quietly enters
through another door to
steal cash, jewelry, medica-
tions, or other valuables.

Help protect yourself
and loved ones by:

• If you did not request
a service, do not open the
door.

• Never allow strangers
into your home unless you
have scheduled the work
and verified who they are.

• Be cautious of any-
one offering "today only"

deals or claiming they
noticed a problem with
your roof, driveway, trees,
or foundation.

• Keep all doors
locked—even when you're
home.

• If someone is work-
ing outside your home,
remain aware of your sur-
roundings and make sure
all other entrances are
secure.

• Ask for identification
and a business card.
Legitimate contractors
expect questions.

• Never feel pressured
to make an immediate
decision or payment.

If something doesn't

feel right, trust your
instincts and end the con-
versation.

Check in with elderly
family members, friends,
and neighbors and share
this info, it could help pre-
vent them from becoming
a victim.

If you observe suspi-
cious individuals going
door-to-door or believe
someone is attempting to
scam you, contact the Will
County Sheriff's Office 815-
727-8575. If a crime is in
progress or you feel threat-
ened, call 911.

Scam alert 

Door-to-door distraction theft
crews targeting residents

Petition filed to change
name of Montes de Oca

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,

COUNTY OF WILL, SS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Case No. 2026MR236

In the Matter of the Petition of )
ABIGAIL MONTES de OCA, )
A Minor by Parent or Guardian )
ADRIANA RIVERA, )
For Change of Name, )
Petitioners, )
vs. ) 
JHONATAN MONTES de OCA, )
And all unknown fathers, )
Respondent )

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
In the matter of the Petition for

Change of Name of ABIGAIL
MONTES de OCA, a female child.
JHONATAN MONTES de OCA, take
notice that a Petition was filed in the
Circuit Court of Will County, Illinois for
the change of name of a child named
ABIGAIL MONTES de OCA.

Now, therefore, unless you
JHONATAN MONTES de OCA, and
all whom it may concern, file your
answer to the Petition or otherwise
make an Appearance, therein, in the
said Will County Circuit Court, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois, on or
before the 17th day of July, 2026, at 9
a.m. in courtroom A236,  a default
may be entered, to change the name
of ABIGAIL MONTES de OCA, to
ABIGAIL RODRIGUEZ will be entered
in accordance with the prayer of said
Petition.

Signed by Adriana Rivera, peti-
tioner

Published in the the Free Press
Advocate on June 24, July 1 and July
8, 2026.

Notice by publication
for Helder name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,

COUNTY OF WILL, SS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Case No. 2026MR000264

In the Matter of the Petition of )
AUTUMN LYNN HELDER, )
A Minor, by Parent/Guardian )
KIMBERLE A MEYER, )
For Change of Name, )
Petitioners, )
vs. ) 
JACOB HELDER, )
And all unknown fathers, )
Respondent )

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
In the matter of the Petition for

Change of Name of AUTUMN LYNN
HELDER, a female child. You, JACOB
HELDER, are hereby notified that this
case has been commenced and is
pending against you, asking for the
entry of an Order changing the name
of AUTUMN LYNN HELDER  to
AUTUMN LYNN MEYER and other
relief. UNLESS YOU FILE YOUR
ANSWER or otherwise file your
appearance in this case in the office of
the Clerk of this Court, WILL COUN-
TY COURTHOUSE, 100 WEST JEF-
FERSON STREET, JOLIET, ILLI-
NOIS, on or before 9 a.m.  AUGUST
7, 2026, in room 905, A JUDGMENT
BY DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN
AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF
ASKED IN THIS COMPLAINT.

Signed Kimberle A Meyer, petitioner
Published in the the Free Press

Advocate on July 1, 8 and 15, 2026.

The next meeting of
Chapter GK PEO will be
held on Monday, July 13 at
the octagon house on
South Water Street in
Wilmington. A program on
women’s heart health will
be presented by Vicky
Weidling.

PEO to
meet
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