
WILMINGTON, IL   |     WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2025   |     A FREE PRESS NEWSPAPER  (815) 476-7966

$1.00
Vol. 67, Issue 26

1 section • 12 pages 
Not over 75% advertising 

www.freepressadvocate.com

COMING THIS FALL—The City of Wilmington is planning a walk path the length of the South Island park. The photo shows a red line where the path will be made from the bridge at the
south tip, winding east of the youth league ball diamonds, north to a new playground and then the Gemini Giant, crossing Bridge Street ending at the North Island concession stand.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Wilmington City
Council approved a
$449,918 quote from Team
REIL, Inc., of Union, IL for
new playground equip-
ment that will be installed
at the South Island Park. 

The cost includes
removal of existing equip-
ment.

The playground will
include a rubberized sur-
face, ground-entry wheel-
chair accessible merry-go-
round, zip lines, and swings
for a variety of ages and
abilities.

Wilmington Mayor
Ben Dietz said a multi-use
path will be paved, con-
necting the new play-
ground and the Gemini
Giant to what will be a new

entrance into the south
park. The path will align
with the present entrance
to the North Island Park. 

“Both of these projects
went through multiple revi-
sions based on feedback
received from the commu-
nity,” Dietz said. “Thank
you to those who provided
your feedback, especially
the kids, and our selection
committee.”

The playground is
expected to be completed
this fall.  

The council also
approved a rendering from
Chamlin Engineering to
extend the multi-use path
the length of the South
Island, winding east of the
WBSA ballfields to the
south island bridge over the
mill race.

In other action during

the June 24 meeting, the
council voted down a sec-
ond request for a Class B
liquor license by  Kamlesh
Patel of Mobil Gas for Less
station. A Class B liquor
license would allow Patel to
sell hard liquor at the sta-
tion.

In May 2024, Patel and
Luke Kotara, owner of
Berkot’s Foods, both peti-
tioned the council for an
upgraded liquor license.
Both were denied.

“We were trying to
explain to them [the city
council] that we don’t want
to make a big liquor store,”
Patel said at that time.
“Customers who walk to
our store have requested
we carry hard liquor.”

Patel has made several
upgrades since the begin-
ning of the year at the sta-

tion, including the reopen-
ing of a Subway and
expanded public rest-
rooms.

Appropriation 
The council approved

a revised appropriation
ordinance for fiscal year
2024 to 2025. 

The original General
Corporate budget was
amended from $9,292,918
to $9,760,918, and the
Building Deposit Holding
Account Fund was amend-
ed from $174,750 to
$375,750. Total appropria-
tions were amended from
$87,924,243 to $88,593,243.

Actuarial services
The Council approved

actuarial services provided
by Lauterbach and Amen,
LLP, Certified Public
Accounting firm in
Naperville.

The services included
preparation of GASB
(Governmental Accounting
Standards Board) 74/75
actuarial valuation for April
30, 2025 to April 30, 2028
will total $10,170.

Community Concerns
A donation of $1,000 to

Will County Center for
Community Concerns
(WCCCC) was approved.

In 2024, the agency
provided Wilmington resi-
dents with $146,645.85 in
direct client assistance, uti-
lizing 223 services. A total of
171 residents received utili-
ty assistance through
LIHEAP for a total or
$110,401 as part of the total.

WCCCC provides
housing counseling, utility
support, home repair and
weatherization, financial
literacy education, tax

preparation assistance,
homeless services and
more. All services are pro-
vided at no cost to the
recipient. 

Tree service costs
The city approved pay-

ment of $13,500 for the
removal of 15 trees and 34
stumps on the North Island
and South Island parks. The
contract with Homer Tree
Care, Inc. of Lockport, will
take down those trees that
are dead or damaged.
Homer started removing
trees Wednesday morning.

Asset Essentials
Brightly Solutions

Asset Essentials is uThe

Council approves $449,918 park upgrades

Forest Preserve illustration

THIS MAP SHOWS the location of the Forest Preserve District of Will County's recently acquired parcel of land
in Custer Township located at the southeast corner of Highway 53 and Coal City Road. The 241-acre acquisi-
tion of the former Savage property is part of the District's 2025-2030 Capital Improvement Program.

STAFF REPORT

The Forest Preserve District of Will County has completed its
first major land acquisition under its 2025-2030 Capital
Improvement Program, purchasing a Custer Township property long
known as the Savage Farm.

The 241-acre purchase, located near Coal City Road and Route
53, was finalized June 13 bringing the District's total land holdings to
23,449 acres. The acquisition is near two state-owned preserves,
Hitts Siding Prairie Nature Preserve and Wilmington Shrub Prairie,
and three Forest Preserve properties.

The property is part of a broader ecological region known for its
rare sandy soils and rare plant and animal communities.

"This addition helps protect the rare sand communities of the
Braidwood Dunes], Sand Ridge Savanna and Kankakee Sands
Preserve complex and creates future possibilities for public fishing
and recreation in Wilmington," said Cori Crawford, the Forest
Preserve's real estate and data supervisor. "It's a true win for both
conservation and the community."

The $2.8 million acquisition was funded through a $50 million
general obligation bond issue approved by the Forest Preserve Board
of Commissioners in 2024. Of that total, $25 million is dedicated to
land preservation, $12 million to regional and local trail connections
and new access areas, and $13 million to habitat restoration.

The land closes a key gap between local, state and federal open
space holdings, contributing to a corridor of more than 8,200 acres
of ecologically significant habitat that includes private hunting and
fishing clubs, the Des Plaines River Conservation Area, Goose Lake
Prairie Nature Preserve in nearby Grundy County and Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie.

The property known as Hidden Lakes was leased by George
Savage for fishing and duck hunting. In 2022, representatives from

Forest Preserve
buys 241-acre
Hidden Lakes

SEE FOREST PRESERVE PAGE 2

SEE CITY COUNCIL PAGE 2
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Attorney Meents files
Lindmark estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF ALGOT CLARENCE LINDMARK,
Deceased; 
No. 2025 PR 290

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

ALGOT CLARENCE LINDMARK,
Letters of Office as Independent
Executor was issued on June 13,
2025, to Alan C. Lindmark, whose
address is 206 Santos Avenue,
Minooka, Illinois 60447; whose attor-
ney is Meents Law, P.C., 25158 W.
Eames Street, Unit A, Channahon,
Illinois 60410. Claims against the
estate may be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or with the
representative, or both, on or before
December 26, 2025, or if mailing or
delivery of a notice from the represen-
tative is required by Section 18-3 of
the Probate Act of 1975, the date stat-
ed in that notice. Any claim not filed on
or before that date is barred. Copies of
a Claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney
within ten (10) days after it has been
filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov /service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or
talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Alan C. Lindmark
Independent Executor of the Estate
of ALGOT CLARENCE LINDMARK,

Deceased
Frank J. Meents
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: Frank@MeentsLaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, June 25,
July 2 and 9, 2025.

District 209-U seeking bids for
Building Trades work

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that the Wilmington Community Unit School

District 209U, Will County, Wilmington, Illinois, will receive bids for excavating
and concrete work, labor and material bids and/or proposals for the Wilmington
High School Building Trades Project for the 2025-2026 school year.  Bid specifi-
cations may be obtained upon request from the Office of the Superintendent,
Wilmington Community Unit School District 209U, 209U Wildcat Court,
Wilmington, Illinois—Phone (815) 926-1751.  All bids are to be received in the
Office of the Superintendent at the above address on or before 2:00 P.M. CDST,
Tuesday, July 1, 2025, and will be opened publicly at that time.  The Board of
Education will make its decision on Monday, August 11, 2025, and reserves the
right to waive any technicalities or irregularities and to reject any or all bids or any
parts thereof.

By and for the Board of Education
Wilmington Community Unit School District 209U

Peggy Kunz, Secretary, Board of Education
Published in the Free Press Advocate Wednesday, June 18 and 25, 2025.

Attorney Wysocki files
Luciano estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF Patricia Ann Luciano,
Deceased; 
No. 2025 PR 302

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Patricia Ann Luciano, Letters of
Office as Independent Executor was
issued on June 05, 2025, to Mark
Luciano, whose address is 396
Dupahze Street, Naperville, IL 60565;
whose attorney is Meents Law, P.C.,
1861 Black Road, Joliet, Illinois 60435.
Claims against the estate may be filed
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court at the WILL County Courthouse,
River Valley Justice Center, 3208
West McDonough Street, Joliet, IL
60435, or with the representative, or
both, on or before December 20, 2025,
or if mailing or delivery of a notice from
the representative is required by
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a Claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten
(10) days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or
talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail.
Ask your circuit clerk for more informa-
tion or visit www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Mark Luciano, Independent Executor
of the Estate of Patricia Ann Luciano,

Deceased
Marilyn L Wysocki
Meents Law, P.C.
1861 Black Road
Joliet, Illinois 60435
Telephone: 815-534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06198698
E-mail: MLWysocki@MeentsLaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, June 11, 18
and 25, 2025.

Attorney Anderson
files Rusthoven 

estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF MARILYN L. RUSTHOVEN,
Deceased; 
Case No. 2025 PR 300

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of

the death of Marilyn L. Rusthoven.
Letters of Office were issued to Brian
R. Rusthoven as Independent
Executor, whose attorney of record is
Edward T. Anderson of Chuck Bretz &
Associates, P.C., 58 N. Chicago
Street, 2nd Floor, Joliet, Illinois 60432.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office,
Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before December 11, 2025 or if
mailing or delivery of a notice from the
representative is required by Sec.18-3
of the Probate Act of 1975, the date
stated in that notice.  Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk
must be mailed or delivered by
claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after
it has been filed.

Edward T. Anderson
For the Estate of Marilyn L.

Rusthoven, Deceased
By: Edward T. Anderson
Chuck Bretz & Associates, P.C.,
58 N. Chicago Street 2nd Floor
Joliet, IL 60432
815-740-1545
eanderson@bretzlawoffice.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, June 11, 18,
and 25, 2025.

ED3N, Inc. approached the Braidwood City Council inter-
ested in buying the land and developing it into a cannabis
resort.

Their presentation to Braidwood included a concept
plan for the resort which would include overnight accom-
modations, retail, restaurants, spas, parking, and outdoor
activities, including the use of legalized cannabis while
on site, designed to bring people in for a several day stay.

Obviously, that plan, which sought annexation into
Braidwood, never evolved.

The Forest Preserve says the property still has strong
recreational potential, with possible uses including hik-
ing, fishing, kayaking and picnicking, as well as future
access to equestrian and group camping.

Planning will begin soon, with a land use plan and
conceptual master plan expected by 2030.

"With these foundational plans in place, the Forest
Preserve will be well-positioned to pursue external fund-
ing opportunities - such as the Open Space Lands
Acquisition and Development program or other grant
sources - to support the phased development of the pre-
serve," said Colleen Novander, the Forest Preserve's
director of planning and land preservation for the Forest
Preserve.

The District also recently acquired a 1.18-acre parcel
for $23,353 at Wolf Road and Route 30 in Mokena,
expanding Hickory Creek Preserve.

The addition protects and buffers wooded floodplain
and wetland habitat along a major tributary of Hickory
Creek.

Because previous bond debt was paid off before the
current Capital Improvement Program was launched, the
Forest Preserve property tax rate will decrease about 27%
this year, reducing the amount Will County residents pay
for Forest Preserve services.

council renewed a three year contract with Brightly
Solutions Asset Essentials for $4,150.34 per year for three
years, for a grand total of $12,451.02. Last year, 667 work
orders were created and completed by code enforcement
and public works personnel using this system.

• A total of $15,466.80 was approved to Underground
Pipe and Valve, Co. of Shorewood for services related to
the downtown infrastructure project.

• The council approved a quote from Utility Pipe
Sales, Inc. of Evansville, IN, for $34,454 for the city’s water
meter reading system. 

Annexation approved
The council approved a request by Nathan Redwitz,

owner of Comfort and Sound Innovations, Inc., to annex
property located at 32295 Route 53 (PIN no. 03-17-35-
103-010-0000) into the corporate limits of the city of
Wilmington. He was also seeking a map amendment to
be zoned at B-3 General Commercial district with a con-
ditional use and variances to allow a storage container
one side of the property.

“I'm an insulation contractor, and I also run the hol-
iday lighting outfit,” Redwitz said. “And with the growth of
both businesses,  I am out of warehouse space.”

In other business, the council:
• Approved contracts for the June 27 “Let Freedom

Rock” celebration for Rodney Emling Portable Stage
($1,300) and Prisci Pixy Face Painting and Art ($1,250)

• Approved Catfish Days, July 24-27 contracts and
agreements with Roy Gregorich ($650).

Forest Preserve,
continued from page 1

City Council,
continued from page 1

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Representatives from two solar
energy corporations planning to
build solar projects on land that will
be annexed into the city, gave a pres-
entation to the Wilmington City
Council on June 17. 

Cypress Creek Renewables and
Emeren plan to lease approximately
100 acres of land along Illinois 53 and
Coal City Road from Jim and Laurie
Fleishman to construct a solar energy
plant.  

At this time, the Fleishmans are
requesting annexation of their farm-
land into the city of Wilmington. If
annexation is achieved, the corpora-
tions plan to request a special use
permit from the Will County Board to
establish solar energy plants.

On June 5, the Planning and
Zoning Commission recommended
annexation of the farmland to be
leased to the corporations with  two
conditions 1. No battery storage will
be permitted on the property, and 2.
A solid fence be installed on property
lines adjacent to residential proper-
ties.

No union labor
If the projects are eventually

approved, the corporations plan not
to use union labor.

Jay Plese, who owns land across
from the Fleishman farm along West
River Road, and a couple of alderper-
sons didn’t approve.

“I don't like the fact that it's a
non-union job,” Plese said. “I've been
part of this blue-collar union com-
munity that supported our schools
and everything else in my lifetime.”

Another point of contention––or
at least surprise–– was the fact that
the solar plants will be zoned agricul-
tural, and taxed accordingly, rather
than being zoned industrial at a sig-
nificantly higher tax rate.

Katie Dean-Schlottman, a mem-
ber of the Will County Board, the
body of government ultimately
responsible for approving the solar
plant, chimed in on zoning.

“They are usually zoned agricul-
tural which I think is crazy,”
Schlottman said. “It’s not agricultural
at all.”

The tract of land in questioned
consists of approximately 152 acres,
and is owned by James and Laurie
Fleishman of Verona. For the 152 acre
parcel (PIN no. 03-17-35-300-002-
0000), annual taxes are $4,353 per
year, and if the annexation is
approved, the property will continue
to be zoned agricultural.

Another 20-acre tract of land
intended as part of the solar plant is
already zoned within the boundaries
of the city of Wilmington.

Previously, Cypress Creek had
applied to Will County for a special
use permit for a solar facility on

approximately 42.3 acres of the
Fleishman property. However, in
August 2022, the request was with-
drawn.

Cypress Creek  Renewables
Cypress Creek Renewables

approached the city council first.
Headquartered in Santa Monica, CA
and owned by EQT Infrastructure of
Pittsburgh, PA. Cypress Creek will be
conducting business under
Fleishman Solar, LLC.

Cypress Creek project manager
Ryan Anderson spoke of the safety of
solar plants, stating the glass panels
are designed to prevent hail and
storm damage, and that even if the
panels broke, engineers would be
made aware of the damage within
minutes.

A more significant risk of con-
tamination may occur when spent
solar panels are not property recy-
cled.  According to the EPA, the need
to recycle them would prevent the
possibility of cadmium and lead from
seeping into soil and groundwater.

Anderson said that Wilmington
will benefit from taxes generated.

“The tax impact over the life, and
we've also negotiated a community
impact payment... which the total
payment project is $60,000 and split
proportionately based on size,”
Anderson said. “So, our responsibility
for that is $15,000.”

There was discussion of what
would happen if Cypress Creek went
out of business or abandoned the
project. Alderman Marty Orr asked
whether the city would be left holding
the bag.

Anderson explained that bonds
will be filed with Will County for the
decommission of the solar plant if the
corporations declare bankruptcy.

Anderson said that appropriate
fencing will be erected and landscap-
ing planted to obscure the view of the
solar panels.

A low humming noise, reaching
up to 65 decibels, is produced when
electricity is generated. The level of
sound is roughly as loud as a vacuum
cleaner, noticeable, but not harmful
to hearing, according to Yale
Environmental Health and Safety.

“Solar farms in general are
extremely passive neighbors,”
Anderson said. “They don’t need any
kind of actual services.”

Brothers Jack and Jay Plese reside
on property abutting the proposed
solar plants. The Plese brothers have
agreed to disagree about solar energy.

Jack Plese said he’s in favor of
having a solar energy plant as a
neighbor. He believes solar energy is
the way of the future.

“It takes 377 gallons of water per
person to generate electricity,” he
said.       “Aquifers are going dry.”

Jay Plese, on the other hand, is
opposed to the  solar plants. In addi-
tion to questioning the zoning and

why union labor isn’t being utilized to
build the plants, Plese expressed con-
cern about road damage.

“I've been a farmer all my life,
and an educator,” he said. “I do not
like solar fields. You're going to be
using Coal City Road, which is a part-
nership road. I want to know what's
going to happen with that road.”

Anderson replied that upon
completion of construction, Coal City
Road would be repaired if damaged
during construction of the solar
plants.

“We will bring the road back to
the same or better condition,”
Anderson said.

Jim Fleishman, owner of the par-
cel of land that will be divided into
two distinct solar plants, also spoke.

“The farm has been in my family
since the 1950s,” he said. “We're talk-
ing about different energy produc-
tions.”

Fleishman pointed out that most
corn grown is used to produce
ethanol, which he described as an
unstable product. He also stated that
he believes the use of Round-Up and
other herbicides are worse for the
environment than the production of
solar energy.

Emeren
Tessa Goodman, a project devel-

oper with the Emeren Group spoke
about her corporation’s role in devel-
oping the larger of the two solar
plants.

Emeren operated as Zhejang
Yuhui in 2005. Julia Xiu is the interim
CEO. Formerly known as ReneSola,
the corporation’s name was rebrand-
ed to Emeren Group Ltd., and is
headquartered in Shanghai, China,
with subsidiaries in Asia, Europe, and
the United States. The corporations
U.S. headquarters is located in
Norwalk, CT.

Emeren will be conducting busi-
ness under Wilmington Solar, LLC for
this project.

With many of the general ques-
tions answered by representatives of
Cypress Creek,  presentation required
less time.

Essentially, Emeren will be
responsible for a much larger scale
solar plant of more than 100 acres.

Goodman said that host commu-
nity payments and property taxes
over the 40-year life of the project will
total $6,097,769 or $152,500 per year.

Ultimately, the annexation
requests were tabled as the petition-
ers did not give official legal notice of
the project to Custer Township.

The annexation request will be
revisited at the city council meeting
on Tuesday, July 1 at 7 p.m. in the
council chambers, at Wilmington City
Hall, 1165 S. Water St.

Council takes no action
on solar farm annexation

ARTIST’S RENDITION OF the playground that will be con-
structed in South Island Park. 

VERONICA JEANNE BUIS, of
Wilmington, recently gradu-
ated from Iowa State
University with a Bachelor's
degree in dietetics. She will
attend University of
Minnesota to finish her
Masters. Buis, the daughter
of Bill & Theresa Buis, grad-
uated from Wilmington High
School with the Class of
2016.



It's officially Summer.
That means that flowers,
warm breezes and fun
times outdoors are calling.
But to my mother, it meant
spring house cleaning, no
matter that the calendar
said summer. I could never
figure out why people
wanted to ruin a wonderful
season with housework. So
to spread the doom and
gloom, today we clean up
19th century style.

For the larger part of
the 1800's, most homes
were heated with small
stoves, usually located in
the parlor, or any other part
of the house where people
gathered. These were put
up in the fall along with the
stove pipes, and usually
vented out a side wall not a
chimney. 

They burned coal,
although you could burn
wood in them as well. The
result of burning coal was
evident all over the house, a
thin layer of black soot cov-
ering everything.

In the spring the stove
was removed along with
the pipes, cleaned, oiled
down and stored for the
warm season. The hold in
the wall was usually cov-
ered with a round decora-
tive metal plate.

Heavy curtains that
were hung in the fall to

keep out drafts
were removed
and replaced
with lace ones
to keep out the
bugs while let-
ting in the
light.  Since the
winter curtains
were not wash-
able, they were
hung on the
line and beat-
en to get the
dust and soot out.

Heavy carpets that
were spread in the fall to
keep the feet warm; then
were removed as well. We
would use a vacuum to
clean them, but that mod-
ern device had not been
invented yet. What was a
housekeeper to do?

In the advice column
of the Joliet Signal in
September of 1873 we read,
“By the middle of winter
dusty carpets become a
great annoyance to house-
keepers, and the use of the
broom raises a cloud of
dust which settles in every
crack and cranny.”

“To remedy this, take a
pint of bran, stir in enough
water to merely dampen it,
and then scatter it about
the floor before sweeping.
Besides laying the dust, the
bran brightens the colors
wonderfully, and it is sur-

prising to see
how fresh an
old, faded car-
pet will look.”

“Snow is
good to pre-
vent dusty
sweeping, but
the room must
be cold, or it
will melt and
soil more than
it cleanses.”
My mother did

this with throw rugs.
During a very cold winter
day, she would lay the rugs
on top of the snow, throw
more “dry” snow on them,
and sweep them down. It
really did brighten up the
colors and seemed to clean
them pretty well.

The article goes on to
say, “Carpets should always
have clean, dry straw even-
ly strewn under them; hay
will not answer, as in damp
weather it soon becomes
musty. A think felted article
is manufactured for that
purpose, but though it
saves the carpet from wear-
ing upon the sometimes
uneven floor, it does not
answer the purpose of
straw.” 

The next thing to do in
the spring is dealing with
the anticipated horde of
creepy crawlies that appear
in the house. And even in

the cleanest of houses, bed
bugs could be a problem.
The Signal article says that
the solution to this problem
was a solution, that is, a
mixture of two pounds of
alum dissolved in three
quarts of water. Boil this
until the alum is totally dis-
solved. 

Then the paper recom-
mended, “Apply while hot
with a brush or use a
syringe to force the liquid
in the cracks of the wall and
the bedstead. Scatter the
powdered alum freely in all
those places, and you will
soon be rid of these insect
nuisances which fill one
with disgust.”

Now for the painted
walls, an 1862 Wilmington
article recommends, “Use
but little water at a time;
keep it warm and clean by
changing often. A flannel
cloth is better than cotton.
Be careful of soap, put but a
little soap or skim milk in
the water; add soap to the
cloth when needed.

“A saucer of sifted
ashes, used where paint is
badly smoked or fly specks
are thick, is better than
soap; wipe last with clean
damp towel, and don't spill
a drop of water.”

Now where did I put
that saucer of sifted ashes
I'd been saving?

Spring cleaning? Not too late
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Wilmington Middle
School announced those
students who made the
honor roll for the third
trimester. Students who
achieved academic excel-
lence include:

Sixth grade honor roll
Laura Allen, Krystoffer

Armes, Matthew Aspel,
Noah Beck, Kylie Burgess,
Rocco Ceci, Avry Crisman,
Declan Crutchfield, Brooke
Dickover, Noah Frazier,
Evan Gebhardt, James
Georgeff, Keely Henke,
Paityn Hester, Brextin
Hicks, Rylee Hollingsworth,
Gabriel Holm, Harper
Hunley, Cruz Islas, Morgan
Kelly, Chloe Kohl, Jacob
Leonard, Lexy Locascio,
Else Luchene, Jaxson Mack,
Emma McMahon, Brianna
Musick,  Sophie Palmer,
Blake Planinsek, Sutton
Proctor, Sophia Romano, KJ
Skole, Gawain Spangler,
Mason Strohm, Liam
Sukley, Carson Virgin,
Willow Weathersby, Allie
White and Emmaleigh

Workman.
Sixth grade 

“A” honor roll
Maeve Beasley, Maeve

Bryant, Emma Corlett,
Sawyer Cravens, Madelynn
Cutter, Aiden Dumycz, Aria
Jandeska, Grace Keane,
Bentley Key, Jonathan
Long, Caleb Machalek,
Daniel McMicken, Ryder
Meskill, Ian Mitchell,
Aryanna Princko, Natasha
Rivera, Lucy Rozak,
Madison Smith, Katherine
Staton,  Ryan Sukley,
Kennedy Tafoya, Nolan Van
Duyne, Emily VanDuyne
and Audrey Woodard.

Seventh grade honor roll
Caden Argenta, Lillian

Bailey,Bristol Billingsley,
Skylar Boersma, Amber
Bradley, Christopher
Brueggert, Hayley Carrillo,
Savannah Dannelley,
Andres Diaz, Dylan Dietz,
Chloe Eisenhour, Jack
Grygiel, Raelynn Grygiel,
Aiden Gunty, Kate Guzman,
Claire Hall, Lorelai Hand,
Mason Hansen, Russell

Hawkins, Talon Hincherick,
Logan Iwen, Oliver Kruck,
Zackary Latham, Johanna
Laud Mauricio Mejia, Erik
Morris, William Panepinto,
Arieana Perry, Edie
Petrovich, Aubrey
Ptacek,Tyler Redwitz,
Aiden Riggs, Cooper Rivera,
Brysen Ruggiero, Carissa
Sapp, Riley Shepherd,
Markus Sogale,Hannah
Stiehler, Tandon Sukle,
Isaac Svartoien, Jackson
Sweeney and Tucker
Thompson.

Seventh grade 
“A” honor roll
Payden Backhoff,

Landon  Bennett-DeVault,
Tessa Biskupski, Aiden
Browning, Nathan Cutter,
Holly  Holm, Aiden
Lawson, Brooklyn Long,
Kaylee Lovig, Baylee
McInerney, Layla Pape,
Charlie Prendergast,
Madison Rivera, Gage
Sorensen, Jayce Strong and
Jackson Van Duyne.

Eighth grade honor roll 
Peyton Adams, Joseph

Banas, Aubrey Becker,
Jaxsen Brockman, Aubri
Christiansen, Evelyn Clark,
Madilyn Coyne, Laynah
Dempsey, Asher Dodd,
Kevin Eibell, Aiden Florey,
Aubrey Frazier, Adelle
Freeman, William Friddle,
Lillian Govero, Lesly
Gutierrez, Tracy Jones,
Kaelen Kelly, Stephen
Kinnett, Tanner Kutina,
Lucas Leja, Khyrell Liguid,
Khloe Longest, Julian
Lowery, Jack Medlin,
Joshua Meyer, Johnathan
Neese, Xyrille Olidar,
Jayden Ortiz, Keagon
Peterson, Jacob Powlick,
Julia Prescott,  Nicholas
Pridemore, Jordan Rader,
Lucas Reynolds, Axel
Rivera, Kelsie Roeder,
Bobby Smith, Kayedee Jo
Sogale, Natalie Strohm,
Elijah Strohmeyer, Emilie
Strong, Taylor Tenn,
Benjamin Tesar,  Saraeah
Thompson, Lailah Ullrich,
Colby Wengelewski, Roslyn
Wengelewski,  Abygail
Winker, Kailyn Winkle and
Alex Xolo.

Eighth grade 
“A” honor roll

Ricardo Castro,  Drew
Daniels, Isabelle
Edgeworth, Chesnee Geiss,
Payton Govero, James
Jimenez, Mariah Krand,
Weston Lancaster, Cainen
Machalek, Shawn
Schnittger, Eli Spicer, Violet
Turcany, Phoenix Uthe and
Eli Van Duyne.

WMS announces third trimester honor roll

Superior Honors-GPA of  4.3 or higher 
Grade 9: Amy Chiappetta, Samantha Cutter, Haylee

Fritz, Cruz Hincherick, Abigail Kinnett, Finnegan Kruck,
Chase Rabideau, Caroline Smith, Colin Strong, Kelly
Tatera and MadisenVan Duyne.

Grade 10: Addison Billingsley, Ivy Bruner, Sally
Clifford, Sierra Dannelley, Kaylyn Falcon, Morgan Farrell,
Noah Kerwin, Gabrielle Kluk, Brysen Meents,  James
Neagle, Miley Swearengen and  Keeley Walsh.

Grade 11: Makenna Adams, Peyton Buza, Alyssa
Chiappetta, Austin Dietz, Caius Drown, Mark Gable,
Dierks Geiss, Ella Hansen,  Melia Hincherick, James Iwen,
Grace Jones, Alexander Lawson,  Hunter Lewis, Logan
O'Donnell, Rachel Smith, Molly Southall, Ava Spicer,
Taylor Stefancic, Alexis Strohm,  Aubrey Strong, Sydney
Swann, Rianna Swearengen, Norah Unley and Logan Van
Duyne.

Grade 12: Alaina Clark, Cole Drown, Kaylen Hansen,
Shawn James, Maggie Lindsey, Anna Morgan, Spencer
Parrish, Evan Surdey, Joseph Van Duyne and Waldon.

High Honors-GPA of 3.9 to 4.299
Grade 9: Lailah Beck, Cameron Corlett, Cecilia

Corlett, Olivia Countryman, Cole Cutter, Sarai Duran,
Holly Eighner, Karissa Fritz, Taryn Gilbert, Aubree
Jandura, Abigail Kirchner, Hank Lindsey, Mickenzie
Marquette, Logan Moore, Haylee Osipavicius, Layla Reno,
Madisyn Rossow, Jadyn Sorensen, Madilyn Strong,
Zander Van Duyne, McKenna Van Tilburg and  John
Weitendorf III.

Grade 10: Alyson Allgood, Bly Bianchetta, Ali
Daniels, Ryan Donovan, Declan Moran, Samuel Nunez,
Owen O'Donnell, Hunter Racer, Makenzie Rodriguez,
Hailey Romano, Addison Schlieper,  Ryan Schraeger,
Larkyn Thompson, Addison Van Duyne and Gracie
Wilkins.

Grade 11: Abigail  Harding, Anthony Johnston,
Nathan Kirchner, Edward Kurze, Koreen Liguid, Kailyn
Motykowski, Audrey Powlick, Delaney Redwitz and
Remington Thomas.

Grade 12: Hannah Basinger, Jamie Cahill, Nevaeh
Cardoza,  Sara Falcon, Kyle Farrell, Brycen Feil, Cheyenne
Haga, Emily Hughes, Alivia Ingram, Kylee Knowles, Rylee
Lehnert, Faith Mackenzie, Jonathan McGonagle, Hunter
Osipavicius, Nicole Quigley, Lucas Plese Rink, Jessica
Schnittger, Isabella Villadolid and Lilliana Zavala.

Honors-GPA of 3.5 to 3.899
Grade 9: Sophia Albright, Cole Boersma, Amara

Bown, Bradford Christiansen, Jack Daniell, Katelynn
Dedo, Jaxin Hicks, Hunter Kaitschuck, Isabelle Larsen,
Annabelle Lawson, Ryne Liva, Noah Morris, Maecyn
Rodriguez, Makayla Sanchez,Barry Switzer, Kylie  Tafoya,
Lyla Tollard, Ian Turcany, Ryan Van Duyne

Grade 10: Michael  Baez, Gavin Biskupski, Veronica
Boyer, Isabel Brajas, Fynton Bryant, Nina Egizio, Ian
Fruge, Lucas Galik, Dakota Kutina, Samantha Liaromatis,
Edward Martens,Aiden McCallister, Grace Mroz, Evan
Ostheim, Nash Rink, Taylor Stickel, Calleigh Struthers,
Travis Van Duyne and Ashlyn Warriner.

Grade 11: Alana Bown, Lyla Bruner, Nathaniel
Cupples, Jack Cutter,  Ryker Feil, Grace Gougis, Reagan
Jandura, Evan Kuypers, Joseph Lewsader, Isabelle
OHalloran, Zachary Ohlund, Aiden Poulos, Decklan
Proffitt and Timothy Shelton. 

Grade 12: Nolan Arbogash, Emma Boudreau, Kurtis
Brassard, Alexandra Delangel, Ava Durflinger, Brooklyn
Flores,David Freeman, Tanner Haddon, Alexander  Hertz,
Drew Jackson, Erica Maynard, Ryan Nelson and Skylar
Rossow,

WHS posts second
semester honor roll

STUDENTS OF THE Trimester from SIS fifth grade are (from left) Alexandra Skaggs, Brady
Van Duyne, Jude Corlett, Jayden Vance, Elly Grygiel, Julian Subach, Steven Hester and
Patrick Flynn.

STEVENS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL’S P.E. stars from the fifth graqde for the third trimester
are (from left) Lilly Donnelly, Cheyenne Deane, Brayden Brockman, Gracelynn Johnson,
Kinley Van Duyne, Liam Brueggert, Chanzse Jurkowski and Carson Alsbury.

SIS SECOND GRADER Evan Kinnett received an award for
perfect attendance during the entire school year.
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Who will benefit?
SHADOW LAKES—To annex or not to

annex. The Wilmington planning and zon-
ing committee approved annexation
nearly 152 acres of land. Gone are 152
acres of farm land, and replaced by a proj-
ect that is only 20% efficient. Check that
out about the efficiently of solar panels.
My question is, who is going to benefit
from this green energy produced here in
Illinois? Obediently yours, Margot Lane.

Term limits
COAL CITY—Former Illinois House

Speaker Mike Madigan was sentenced to 7
1/2 years in prison for corruption. He will
also have to pay a $2.5 million fine. U.S.
District Court Judge John Robert Blakey
ruled that Madigan lied repeatedly on the
witness stand when he testified. He had
every opportunity to set the standard for
honest government. But instead…he fit
right into the mold of yet another corrupt
leader in Illinois. Too many Illinois gover-
nors, legislators and lobbyists have been
convicted of corruption over the last few
years. Sadly, none of these convictions has
been enough to motivate Democrats in
Springfield to pass real, meaningful ethics
reform. For 36 years Madigan ran this
state, profiting off the taxpayers. That’s too
long, renewing the argument that term
limits are needed. The longer they’re in,
the more corrupt they get.

Rotten stench
BRAIDWOOD—Will we miss the deli-

cious fruits and vegetables unpicked in
the abandoned fields across the country?
Immigrants who spend the day bent down
to the ground in the hot sun have been
unjustly treated by Trump while Trump
himself is a felon convicted on 34 counts
and at the same time claims to care about
law and order. You can't make this stuff
up. But is Trump showing signs of yielding
to the needs of undocumented immigrant
farmers? If so, it's not because he cares
about immigrants and it's not because  it's
the right thing to do. It would only be
because Trump finally realizes his econo-
my will implode if he doesn't. The 'mass
deportation' slogan was adopted by
Trump as a means to throw red meat to his
base, and, along with the spoiled vegeta-
bles, it's producing a rotten stench. In
other words, has Trump just caught on
now to what most of us ordinary folks
knew all along? Does Trump finally realize
the value of immigrants? Can we hope
that Trump might yield a little for the good
of all as we have been crying for in the
streets? Sadly, it's very unlikely because
Trump is a hateful man and cares only for
himself as we see every day.

Keep the trees
WILMINGTON—Why is it the city of

Wilmington is cutting healthy trees down
in the park just so they can show off their
giant. Stupid. They want it to be all open
for the giant. Don’t worry about the peo-
ple having shade. Leave the trees alone
until they are dead. They have growth in
them, leave them. I don’t know if it is the
city administrator pushing this or the
mayor. I doubt if it is the aldermen
because the alderman don’t have any
courage to stand up and be heard. So peo-
ple get out and voice your opinion on  this.
Quit wasting the taxpayers’ money. At one
time you had a guy down there cutting
trees down for free. Now it’s going to cost
thousands of dollars to have trees cut
down. Pretty stupid I think.

Wake up Illinoisans
DIAMOND—It was stated by the

Illinois Governor on the news that non-

U.S citizens will be given more legal rights
in this state. He is causing more
Americans to go further into poverty
because the Governor and Illinois law-
makers want crime to flourish. Elected
public servants in Illinois just raised taxes
and gave themselves a raise. Taxes will rise
to support people in the U.S.A. illegally.
But to the elected public servants in
Springfield there is profit and chaos but
only in their pockets. The people in the
state of Illinois better wake up before it’s
too late.   

The slush fund
WILMINGTON—The Democrats in

Springfield included a $100 million slush
fund for Governor Pritzker to use “just in
case” the federal government withholds
funding from other programs. The gover-
nor will be empowered to declare a “state
of emergency” and sweep away $100 mil-
lion from other state funds at his sole dis-
cretion. This is unprecedented spending
power given to a Governor who has
already shown his willingness to abuse
executive authority. How can he be trust-
ed when he took toilets out of his mansion
to lower his taxes.

It’s common practice
BRAIDWOOD—It's hilarious to see

how Braidwood residents absolutely lost
their minds when the city of Braidwood
asked residents to help conserve water
and water their lawns, etc. on a schedule.
But, less than two hours after Braidwood
made their request, the village of
Diamond also asked their residents to do
the same thing and none of their residents
went crazy. Obviously people do not even
realize that summer watering restrictions
or water conservation requests during the
summer is an extremely common prac-
tice, regardless whether or not a water
tower is out of service. It's just been a few
years since Braidwood has actually asked
residents to do something this simple.
The village of Diamond does it every sin-
gle year.

Eaten alive
BRAIDWOOD—When is the Reed

Township Mosquito Abatement District
going to start spraying for mosquitoes?
We can't even sit on our back patio in the
evening without getting eaten alive by
mosquitoes. You see a lot of other area
towns posting notices on Facebook that
they will be spraying for mosquitoes.  We
pay property taxes to the Reed Township
Mosquito Abatement District so it's time
to spray or we start cutting off their fund-
ing and turn over their operations to
someone else.  We shouldn't have to wait
for a confirmed case of West Nile virus in
town before they will spray.

Quite delusional
WILMINGTON—How delusional are

Republican Trumper lawmakers in DC.?
Governor Pritzker was asked by Lauren
Boebert, she of improper physical dis-
plays at a play, if “destruction of private
and governmental property” was peaceful
protest? Pritzker fired back with “look
what happened on Jan. 6. You were at the
Capitol…You want to talk about an
absolute insurrection.” Boebert, straight-
faced, responded “Yeah, that didn’t hap-
pen here,” about the Jan. 6 riots. Then why
were all of the House members hiding
from the “peaceful patriots” that day? Was
Boebert conducting a peaceful tour of the
Capitol that day?

Lacks ADA compliance
BRAIDWOOD—How can a business

on Main Street get approval to open with-
out meeting Americans with Disabilities

Act compliance. The building lacks a
wheelchair ramp and designated handi-
capped parking spaces. We believe that
these requirements would have been
enforced if it involved any other citizen
before they were allowed to commence
their business operations. ADA require-
ments include an entrance ramp must be
compliant when it is used for public
access or when it serves as an accessible
route to a building or facility for people
with disabilities. Here are some key sce-
narios where an entrance ramp needs to
comply with ADA standards: Public
Buildings and Facilities: Any public build-
ing or facility that is newly constructed or
altered must have an accessible entrance
for people with disabilities. If there are
stairs at the main entrance, an entrance
ramp is required to provide access.
Someone needs to look into this.

Standing ground
WILMINGTON—Obama kissed Iran’s

butt. Biden kissed Iran’s butt. Trump
kicked Iran’s butt.

New and nice
WILMINGTON—I just want to say

how nice the new truck stop and especial-
ly the new Hardee’s Restaurant is. I was
there about a week ago and the food at
Hardees was very good, one of the best
hamburgers I’ve had in a long time. It will
be nice to have a place to go if you get
hungry during the night and want some-
thing to eat. Otherwise you would have to
go to the Circle K gas station by Burger
King if you wanted to buy a sandwich.
McDonald’s is open 24 hours again but
I’m sure that’s just for the summer. I don’t
know why the people at Water’s Edge com-
plained about it coming. The way they
made it sound if you looked out your win-
dow the truck stop was going to be right
there and it’s not even that close to the
subdivision at all so they were just com-
plaining because they had nothing better
to do. It would have been nice if the alder-
men for Ward 1 would have been at the
ribbon cutting ceremony. They should
have been there.

Bombing Iran
WILMINGTON—Apparently Trump

found out Obama called the Middle East
the Holy Land and decided to make it
holier.

Sad killings
WILMINGTON—Watching what’s

happening in Israel and Iran I am baffled
by the people who believe in God would
allow this behavior. Did “Thou shall not
kill” get edited from the 10
Commandments?

Impossible to open
SHADOW LAKES—I would like to

know who to contact about people that
seal food, bottles and containers because
they are impossible to open.      Dan Hill

Aiding and abetting
COAL CITY—The Governor of New

York has decided to take $50 million of
taxpayers funds to pay for legal expenses
for people in the USA illegally.  The
Governor of Illinois is also using taxpayer
funds to protect undocumented individu-
als. These governors are aiding and abet-
ting criminal activity which is a felony and
they should be removed from office. They
say they believe in the rule of law but that
is for everyone but themselves. No one is
above the law.

Black Lung disease
WILMINGTON—Trump's demand

for increased coal mining is bringing back
Black Lung disease. Does Trump think he
can get away with dirty smokestacks and
blackened lungs after ripping apart pro-
tections from the EPA which protects
working folks while he sits in the air con-
ditioned Oval Office? Yes, apparently
Trump does think he can get away with it.
But Trump has another thing coming. Our
country has worked decades to clean our
dirty air and we're not about to let some
con artist in a red tie dirty it up again. And
there's more. Trump's fossil fuel friends
will make a fortune squeezing the last dol-
lar they can out of an industry taking its
last gasp of breath while the rest of us pay
higher electric bills. Yes folks, it's a triple
whammy. At jeopardy is the health of coal
miners as well as the general population
especially children under the age of two
while Trump's big ugly bill is eliminating
health care for 16 million Americans.
Meanwhile, the rest of the world,  espe-
cially China, makes progress in leaps and
bounds using clean energy which is
cheaper. Does Trump think we are as stu-
pid as he is? Or perhaps Trump is not deal-
ing with a full deck.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line provided to give readers a chance to voice their opinions.
The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right to edit remarks for taste, length, personal attacks, racism,

threatening, calls for boycotts and libel.
The comments stated are the opinions and ideas of the callers and not that of the newspaper.

Information may not constitute the actual events or facts of a particular topic.
Submissions by email to: courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff” in the subject line or visit www.freep

ressnewspapers.com, or call 815-634-0317. Please state the town in which you are calling from or in regards
to. Mail comments to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481. There can be only one submission of 250 words or less per person during any given week.

MARTHA DIAZ ASZKENAZY

The United States
Postal Service is on the
brink of a self-induced col-
lapse.  The failed policies of
the Delivering for America
Plan have driven away cus-
tomers through a combina-
tion of sky-high rate
increases and degraded
service. 

David Steiner, who will
take over as Postmaster
General on July 14, has a
tough job to do and little
time to do it with some esti-
mates indicating the USPS
could be insolvent as soon
as 2028.

Congress has a key role
to play in helping him right
the ship but must get off
the sidelines and act.  A
useful step occurred earlier
this week with a hearing
before the House Oversight
Subcommittee on
Government Operations.

The National
Newspaper Association
(NNA) provided a state-
ment for the hearing that
lays out key actions
Congress can take to help
restore the USPS.

We emphasized that
NNA members serve their
communities, providing
news on local events and

civic matters that are not
covered anywhere else, and
that they depend on the
USPS to get their papers to
subscribers. The USPS --
and by extension the small
businesses in the commu-
nities they serve -- faces an
immediate and existential
crisis. We urge Congress to
act swiftly and compel
meaningful reform at the
USPS.

Here are three actions
Congress can take right
now to get the USPS back
on track and keep com-
merce in America moving:

• Demand the USPS
Board halt the Delivering
for America Plan including
the large rate increase
planned for July 13, 2025.
This increase, far above the
rate of inflation will only
deepen the hole and ties
the hands of incoming
Postmaster General David
Steiner, who should have
the opportunity to assess
the situation.

The same holds true
for the network consolida-
tions and service cuts.
Every customer that is lost
through these increases
and service reductions is
one less Steiner can rely on
in the future.

• Modernize and
empower the USPS regula-

tor. Effective checks and
balances are needed to
keep the USPS on track.
Congress needs to update
and modernize the postal
regulatory process to better
safeguard against excessive
rates and poor service by
passing H.R. 3004, The
USPS SERVES US Act.

• Measure newspaper
costs accurately. Congress
should compel accurate
measurement of newspa-
per service and hold the
USPS accountable for
maintaining and improving
service quality by enacting
H.R. 2098/S.1002, the
Deliver for Democracy Act

These are all common-
sense steps Congress can
take to address what has
been clearly a failed
approach by USPS man-
agement.  

Steiner has a huge job
ahead of him and will need
all the help he can get.
Congress must act now to
make sure the nation's next
Postmaster General is not
the last one.

Martha Diaz
Aszkenazy is the Chair of
the National Newspaper
Association and Publisher
of the San Fernando Valley
(California) Sun/El Sol
Newspapers.

Commentary

Congress must act to pull
USPS back from the brink



BY JIM TALAMONTI
THE CENTER SQUARE

The $55.2 billion
Illinois budget signed by
Gov. J.B. Pritzker on last
week includes $5 million to
Chicago for costs associat-
ed with operating expenses
for NASCAR races July 5
and 6.

State Senator Don
DeWitte, R-St. Charles,
questioned the Illinois
Senate Appropriations
Committee on May 31,
hours before the General
Assembly passed the
record-high spending plan.

“So if it’s such a won-
derful economic develop-
ment program to bring
these folks into town every
year and it brings so much
economic income to the
city, why do we need to
subsidize it?” DeWitte
asked.

State Sen. Elgie Sims,
D-Chicago, said NASCAR
weekend in Chicago has an
economic impact worth
tens of millions of dollars.

“These are invest-
ments in communities.
There’s our investments in
our tourism. These are
investments in showcasing

our state,” Sims responded.
DeWitte noted that

lawmakers also appropriat-
ed $1 million for 2026
Presidents Cup golf at
Medinah Country Club and
suggested that there were
much more significant pri-
orities for the state.

Chicago’s three-year
deal with NASCAR ends
after the races next month.

Mayor Brandon
Johnson did not say what
might happen next when
he was asked at a recent
media briefing, but he did
thank NASCAR.

“They’ve done an
incredible job working with
the community all over the
city of Chicago. The pro-
gramming that they have
provided, the investments
that they have made have
been solid,” Johnson said

NASCAR driver and
Springfield native Justin
Allgaier said transitioning
to downtown Chicago in
2023 was interesting.

“Especially the first
year, it wasn’t as easy or as
seamless as ourselves or
I’m sure that the folks who
live in downtown Chicago
would have liked, right?
There were definitely some
headaches with it, but I felt
like last year, the event was
extremely good,” Allgaier
said.

Street closures and
lane closures are scheduled
to begin affecting down-

town Chicago this week.
NASCAR officials say they
have reduced the total
build time for the event
from 43 days in 2023 and 38
days in 2024 to 25 days this
year.

NASCAR Xfinity Series
and Cup Series races in
Chicago are scheduled July
5 and 6. NASCAR returns to
Illinois Sept. 6 and 7 for
Craftsman Truck Series and
Cup Series races at World
Wide Technology Raceway
in Madison.

Illinois taxpayers pay $6 million
for NASCAR race, golf tournament 
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A free fishing derby for
boys and girls ages 12 and
under will be held Saturday,
June 28, at Heidecke Lake
in Grundy County.

Illinois Senator Chris
Balkema and State Rep.
Jason R. Bunting will be
hosting the two-hour con-
test derby at the Heidecke
Lake fishing bank area,
located at 6350 E. Collins
Road in Morris from 9 a.m.
until 11:30 a.m. 

Registration starts at 9,
with the Illinois
Conservation Police con-
ducting a water safety pres-
entation at 9:10. Fishing
will start at 9:30, with kids

eligible to win prizes for the
biggest fish, the most fish
caught as well as a sports-
man award.

A free rod/reel combo
will be given away to the
first 50 youngsters who reg-
ister. 

This is a great opportu-
nity to introduce kids to the
joy of fishing and learn a
thing or two about safety
on the water.

Sponsors include
Grundy County Land Use,
the Illinois Conservation
Police and the Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources.

Youth fishing contest
Saturday at Heidecke Lake

Dear EarthTalk: I'm a
renter and can't put solar
panels on my building's roof
even though I would like to.
Someone suggested I look
into “community solar” but
I don't get how that works
let alone where to find such
a program near me.

-- Peggy B., Austin, TX

For many Americans,
solar energy is still a luxury
rather than the energy of
the future. In fact, only
around 25 percent of
Americans can install a
rooftop solar system.
However, community solar
is a workaround for renters
because it's a subscription-
based solar energy model,
and subscribers pay a
monthly fee to a local
provider in return for a por-
tion of the electricity pro-
duced. 

In this case, the local
utility company purchases
the generated power from a
nearby solar farm, and a
credit reflects this on the
electricity bill, which helps
to reduce overall costs.
Most important, sub-
scribers still pay for solar

power and can join the
green transition move-
ment, but don't need to
own or maintain solar pan-
els.

According to Laurel
Passers from the Coalition
for Community Solar
Access, “It's like subscrib-
ing to Netflix” because it's
an extremely straightfor-
ward process that only
requires a verification that
you live within the service
area and a basic credit
check. Additionally, sub-
scribers receive solar cred-
its on their utility bill,
amounting to annual sav-
ings up to 15 percent. 

However, the accessi-
bility of community solar
depends on location. For
example, many Southern
states have monopolistic
solar farms that can charge
higher subscription fees
and raise the cost barrier.
To quote Jill Kysor from the
Southern Environmental
Law Center, “The way that
they price those products,
it's been more of a premi-
um product”. 

Community solar is
subject to massive changes
following President
Trump's recent pausing of
federal funding for the $7
billion Solar for All initia-
tive, which helped 900,000
low-income households
subscribe to community
solar and provided grants
to 60 solar farms.

Moreover, Trump has
halted energy grants under

the Inflation Reduction Act,
causing states like Nevada
to lose access to $156 mil-
lion in community solar
funding. While the effects
on subscription pricing are
still uncertain, the massive
cuts towards community
solar can mean that all
involvement with solar
energy will become indefi-
nitely more expensive, as
Trump seems unwilling to
relent.

After all, one of his pri-
mary messages in his cam-
paign was “not wasting
American taxpayer dollars
on expensive, unreliable
green energy projects.”

In light of the unfore-
seeable future of communi-
ty solar, all prospective sub-
scribers should reach out to
providers to inquire about

how recent events can
influence community solar
availability or fees before
subscribing. Many commu-
nity solar projects have
helpful customer services,
and resources are linked
below in the contacts sec-
tion to help prospective
subscribers make an
informed decision. 

Lastly, it's most impor-
tant to spread the word
about community solar.
Buildings in the United
States account for 40 per-
cent of the country's total
energy consumption, and
empowering renters to go
solar is essential to acceler-
ating the green transition.

EarthTalk® a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

Talk about community solar

COMMUNITY SOLAR PROGRAMS allow renters and home-
owners alike to "subscribe" to solar and other forms of
renewable energy through their local utilities.

Darby O'Shea of
Braidwood, has been
named to the Dean's List
for the spring 2025 semes-
ter at Marquette University
in Milwaukee, WI. O'Shea
is pursuing a Bachelor of
Arts in Psychology.   

O’Shea
named to
dean’s list
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The University of Wisconsin-Madison has recognized
Marie Simonelli of Braidwood and Jenna Dabulskis of
Wilmington  named to the Dean's List for the spring
semester of the 2024-2025 academic year.     

University of Wisconsin-
Madison dean’s list

I reached
out last week
to several
members of
the “19” – the
D e m o c r a t i c
House mem-
bers who
refused to
vote to re-
elect House
S p e a k e r
M i c h a e l
Madigan in
2021, thereby
forcing him
into retirement.

I asked for their reac-
tion to Madigan’s 90-month
federal prison sentence
handed down a few days
earlier. Because it was a
holiday (Father’s Day), I
didn’t expect to hear much
back.

But in talking with sev-
eral members who didn’t
want to be quoted, and
some who were, their
minds were clearly more
focused on the still-unfold-
ing events following the
shootings of some
Minnesota legislators than
on their role years ago in
ousting Madigan.

The alleged assassin of
former Minnesota House
Speaker Melissa Hortman
and her spouse, who also
allegedly attempted to
assassinate state Senator
John Hoffman and his
spouse, reportedly created
a “hit list” of numerous
Minnesota Democratic
state legislators as well as
abortion rights advocates.

If you had any interac-
tion with a state legislator
since the shootings, you
know this horrific crime
has struck many of them at
their very core.

More legislators than
you may realize have
received credible threats of
violence, or have been

stalked. Most
refuse to talk
about it for the
record, but
those shootings
showed what
could’ve hap-
pened to them
and what may
still happen in
the future. And
the fact that
family mem-
bers were also
targeted in
Minnesota only

makes things worse.
“I’ve found myself

thinking less about Michael
Madigan and more about
another former speaker,
Melissa Hortman, who I
had the privilege of meet-
ing through our work as
Uniform Law
Commissioners,” said “19”
member Rep. Dan Didech
(D-Buffalo Grove) in
response to my question
about Madigan. “We
should all aspire to serve
and to be remembered like
Speaker Hortman: ethical-
ly, impactfully, and with a
steady commitment to
doing the right thing for as
many people as possible.”

Rep. Didech went on to
say, “As legislators, our
good reputations are like a
cup filled drop by drop, and
can be emptied in a single
moment. We owe it to our
families, our constituents,
and our state to one day
leave office with our cups
still full.”

Some “19” members
managed to stick solely to
the question at hand:

• Rep. Kelly Cassidy
(D-Chicago) was a persist-
ent thorn in Madigan’s
side: “After so many years
and so much turmoil, I am
glad to see this chapter
finally reach a conclusion,
although I can’t celebrate

anyone going into a prison
system that doesn’t truly
make people better.
Speaker Madigan’s corrup-
tion caused real harm to
the wellbeing of our com-
munities, and I won’t forget
his impact on my own life
anytime soon, but we are
moving on as a state. Both
chambers have new leaders
and they’re charting their
own courses forward. I’m
looking forward to the
progress we can make
together now that this
painful period has reached
its conclusion.”

• Former Rep. Deb
Conroy, who is now the
DuPage County Board
Chair and who had to deal
with threats of violence
when she was a legislator
about a bill she sponsored:
“Nineteen legislators took a
stand individually and
stood together for what
they felt was the right thing
to do for the future of our
party and the state of
Illinois. It was often a diffi-
cult road. Members turned
against members and cau-
cuses chose sides. My hope
is we can turn the page and
move forward united in our
democratic values.”

• Rep. Stephanie
Kifowit (D-Oswego): “I had
no idea back then what the
outcome would be. In the
end, due process was
afforded to former Speaker
Madigan, the jury made its

ruling and the Judge ren-
dered the sentence. It is an
unfortunate end to his
legacy and legislative
tenure, and a difficult situa-
tion for his wife, Shirley
and his family.

However, as elected
officials, we need to contin-
ue to strive to repair the
damage to the public trust
and strive to ensure we are
held to the highest ethical
standard.”

• Rep. Anna Moeller
(D-Elgin): “The sentencing
of former House Speaker
Michael J. Madigan under-
scores a fundamental
American principle: no one
is above the law. I was one
of the 19 House Democrats
who chose not to support
Speaker Madigan’s re-elec-
tion in 2021. That decision
was rooted in my belief that
elected officials must be
held to the highest ethical
standards, and that real
reform starts with leader-
ship. As a state legislator, I
remain steadfast in my
commitment to trans-
parency, accountability
and integrity. The people of
Illinois deserve a govern-
ment at all levels that works
for them - not for
entrenched power or politi-
cal gain.”

Rich Miller also pub-
lishes Capitol Fax, a daily
political newsletter, and
CapitolFax.com.

19 Democrats who refused 
Madigan did the right thing

Northern Illinois University announces its spring
2025 Dean's List students. To earn this distinction, stu-
dents must meet a minimum semester grade point aver-
age of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale. Among the students was Hailey
Jenke of Diamond, who is majoring in Child
Development.   

Jenke earns dean’s list
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Photo by Matt Youell

THE RURAL INLAND Australian town of Holbrook acquired a decommissioned submarine
to honor WW1 Commander Norman Holbrook. The giant submarine was recently visited by
another giant, a replica Gemini Giant owned by the Youell family of Australia. They shared
their shot from “down under” for Illinois readers more familiar with the popular Route 66
icon. If you have an interesting or creative photo you’ve taken while on vacation why not
submit it to news@fpnusa.com. 

Share-A-Shot

Will County leaders
have announced the start
of construction at the
future home of the Will
County Veterans Assistance
Commission (VAC) at 1300
Copperfield Avenue in
Joliet. Once completed, the
new facility will serve as a
unified Veteran Assistance
and Support Center at the
heart of a unified campus
for veteran services.

"This project will
transform how Will County
provides services to veter-
ans and their families, pro-
viding a centralized loca-
tion and expanded space
for the Will County VAC,"
said Will County Executive
Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant.
"The new center will be at
the heart of the first unified
veteran assistance and sup-
port campus in the state,
solidifying the VAC's role as
a national and state leader
in providing veterans with
the services they've earned.
I'm proud to see this proj-
ect coming to fruition."

County Executive
Bertino-Tarrant and the
Will County VAC
announced in Oct.  2024 a
plan to create a unified
"one-stop shop" by moving
the commission into the
currently vacant county-
owned building, alongside
other veteran services. The
construction that is kicking
off this week will retrofit the
first two floors of the four-
story office building, leav-
ing the remaining space in
the building for future serv-
ices easily accessible to vet-
erans.

The expanded foot-
print will empower the VAC
to expand services to Will
County veterans and their
families, including by hir-
ing more veteran service
officers, reducing appoint-
ment wait times, and
increasing programmatic
offerings. The VAC also
plans on expanding their
mental health and physical
health programs to focus
more on overall wellness,
utilizing an on-site fitness
center and personalized

spaces for counseling.
The VAC is also plan-

ning to expand their food
pantry and donation room,
increasing capacity to meet
the basic needs of veterans
and their families. The new
space will also include
communal spaces for vet-
erans and their families,
creating opportunities for
connection, support, and a
stronger sense of commu-
nity.

"This new space has
been a long-standing vision
driven by the needs of our
veterans and the belief that
they deserve more than just
thanks, they deserve
action. I'm proud to see
this vision becoming a real-
ity," said Will County VAC
Superintendent Jen Solum.
"With this new facility, we'll
not only be able to serve
more veterans, but also
expand critical services,
especially in the area of
mental health, where the
need is urgent and ongo-
ing. We're deeply grateful to
our leaders and community
partners who helped bring

this project to life."
VAC services include

financial assistance,
employment assistance,
combat veteran counsel-
ing, and a homeless veteran
prevention program. VAC
also coordinates with the
U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs on case
management and is the
only commission of its kind
in the state to include in-
house staff from the Illinois
Department of Veterans
Affairs.

"The Will County
Veterans Assistance
Commission gives veterans
the support and assistance
they earned through their
military service," said Will
County Board Capital
Improvements Committee
Chair Mica Freeman. "I am
thrilled to participate in our
community's efforts to
continue and expand the
VAC's services with a wel-
coming facility they
deserve. Our veterans
should be honored every
day, and the new location is
just one way in which we

can show our appreciation
to the men and women
who have served our
nation."

Preliminary construc-
tion has occurred on the
facility, including repairs to
the roof and critical sys-
tems. Planned construction
will focus on the interior,
with an emphasis on the
expanding space for the
VAC. Construction is esti-
mated to be completed in
early 2026. Will County
acquired the building in
2021. Previously a medical
office building, it was built
in 2003 and was previously
connected to the former
Silver Cross Hospital.

The new center will
join both the Hines VA's
Joliet Community Based
Outpatient Clinic and the
Volunteers of America
Illinois' Hope Manor
Housing at a new unified
Veteran Support Campus
on the east side of Joliet.
This unified campus will
make it easier for veterans
and their families to access
wrap-around services.

Construction begins on New Will County
Veterans Assistance and support center  

INTERNAL CONSTRUCTION has begun at the future home of the Will County Veterans
Assistance Commission, located at 1300 Copperfield Avenue in Joliet. The space will serve
as a centralized Veteran Assistance and Support Center for Will County veterans and their
families.

Kaylee Holland of Braidwood, graduated from
Mercer University in Macon, Georgia during the 2024-
2025 academic year with a degree in School of Business,
Bachelor of Business Administration.   

Holland graduates
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MANTENO—Hubert G. Bishop,
of Manteno passed away Sunday,
June 22, 2025 at his home. He has
been living in Manteno for many
years. He was  born Jan. 12, 1931
in Rockville, St. Clair County,
Missouri.

He was employed for 17 1/2
years at Caterpillar Tractor
Company of Joliet, and retired
from there to farm. He enjoyed
being outside and in his younger days
going antiquing. He was a longtime mem-
ber of the Ritchey Methodist Church in
Ritchey.

Survivors include his wife, Ann
(Zusag) Toepper Bishop, of Manteno;
daughter, Sandra K. (Bishop) Windell
(Robert), of Rock Island, TN; grandson,
William R. Windell (Patricia); great-grand-
son, Tyler Murray, of McMinnville, TN; sis-
ter, June (Dotson) Jacque, of Wilmington

and three nieces; stepchildren; Joe
(Lori) Toepper, of Manteno; Deb

(Toepper) (Tom) Kavanagh, of
Wilmington; Kathy Toepper
(Keith) Smith, of Holden, MO;
Patty (Toepper) Ulrich, of
Manteno; and many step-grand-
children and great-grandchil-

dren.
He was preceded in death by

his father, George Raymond Bishop
(1934) and mother, Emma E.

(Rosbrugh) Bishop Dotson (2002); stepfa-
ther, David Dotson (1975); sister, Alice M.
(Bishop) (Sorensen) (2012); his first wife,
Martha A. (Warriner) Bishop (1991); and
nephew, David Sorensen (2024).

All services are private per his wishes.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
to the Manteno Library.

Brown-Jensen Funeral Home in
Manteno is handling the arrangements.

Hubert G. Bishop

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

On Saturday, June 21,
local veterans gathered at
the American Legion Hall
in Gardner to honor one of
their own: Medal of Honor
recipient George Theodore
Hyatt.

During a brief cere-
mony steeped in Civil War
history and patriotism, the
Legion was presented with
Hyatt’s original govern-
ment-issued headstone—a
lasting tribute to a soldier
whose bravery has never
been forgotten.

Born in Pennsylvania
in 1830, Hyatt later moved
to rural Gardner, where he
enlisted in the Union Army
in August 1862. Serving as

a First Sergeant in
Company D of the 127th
Illinois Infantry, Hyatt dis-
played remarkable courage
during the Siege of
Vicksburg on May 22,
1863—an act that would
earn him the Medal of
Honor, the nation’s highest
military award for valor.

According to the
Congressional Medal of
Honor Society, Hyatt was
one of 150 volunteers cho-
sen for what was grimly
known as a “forlorn hope,”
a near-suicidal mission
ordered by General Ulysses
S. Grant to breach the
Confederate defenses at
Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

Their task was to build
a bridge across a moat and
plant scaling ladders

against a fortified enemy
embankment—all under
relentless enemy fire. The
odds were so dire that only
unmarried men were
accepted, and still, more
than twice the number
needed stepped forward.

The assault was
launched in the early
morning following a naval
bombardment. Hyatt and
his fellow volunteers were
immediately pinned down
in the ditch they had set
out to cross. 

With no possibility of
retreat, the men endured
enemy fire for hours until
nightfall. Nearly half the
storming party perished.
Of the survivors, 79—
including Hyatt—were
awarded the Medal of
Honor for their gallantry.

Hyatt’s official citation
reads simply: “Gallantry in
the charge of the ‘volun-
teer storming party.’” The
brevity of those words
belies the extraordinary
courage he showed that
day.

Following his heroics
at Vicksburg, Hyatt contin-
ued to serve until March
1865, when he was honor-
ably discharged due to
wounds sustained during
the Atlanta Campaign. He
died in Joliet in 1900 and
was originally buried in

Lockport Cemetery
His remains were later

reinterred at Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery
in Elwood, one of the first
burials at the national site.
Each national veterans
cemetery strives for at least
one Medal of Honor recipi-
ent—and Hyatt serves as
that honored figure for
ALNC.

Saturday’s event
included Darren Deskin,
director of the Lockport
Cemetery who presented
the Hyatt’s original head-
stone which was removed
from his grave sight in
1998.

“We discovered his
stone high on a shelf when
we were cleaning the
cemetery garage out six
months ago,” Deskin said.
“I looked into Hyatt’s histo-
ry and saw he was accred-
ited to Gardner and knew it
needed to come here.
When I discovered there is
an American Legion post
here, it made sense that
this is where is belongs.”

Deskin presented the
stone to Commander Dan
Anderson and Mayor Mike
Serena who are already
drafting plans to display it
near a veterans memorial
in downtown Gardner that
was erected in 1973.

“We’re thinking of a

display very specific and
very dignified where we
have our two-cell jail,”
Serena said. “It will be a
nice tribute to the only
man from Grundy County
to earn a Medal of Honor,
something we all can be
proud of.”

Anderson noted that
the permanent display will
be a symbol of Hyatt’s sac-
rifice and the enduring val-
ues of bravery, integrity,
and love of country.

In attendance was
Jonathan Hyatt, a fourth
generation descendent
who last week moved to
Chicago from Utah. He was
thankful for Deskin’s and
the town’s efforts for bring-
ing awareness to his fami-
ly’s history.

“Our family feels hon-
ored and is thankful. I am
looking forward to telling
the rest of my family what
is being planning and hope

someday, when the memo-
rial is complete, many of
them will come visit my
4th great grandfather,”
Jonathan Hyatt said.

He is unaware what
happened to Theodore’s
actual medal but as a
researcher at the
University of Chicago, his
pursuit will include where
it has ended up.

The Medal of Honor,
established during the
Civil War in 1861 by
Senator James W. Grimes,
has since been awarded to
just 3,528 individuals.
Though the medal’s design
and criteria have evolved,
it remains a symbol of
unparalleled heroism in
the face of overwhelming
odds. Each recipient has
etched their name into his-
tory through selfless serv-
ice—and Gardner’s own
Theodore Hyatt is no
exception.

Gardner to honor local war hero

Photo by Eric Fisher

STONE TO HAVE a new home in Gardner. Darren Deskin, (left) director of the Lockport Cemetery, presents the stone of
Medal of Honor recipient George Theodore Hyatt at the Gardner American Legion to Jonathan Hyatt, a fourth generation
grandson, and Mike Serena, the mayor of Gardner.

THEODORE HYATT was from Gardner, IL when he entered

the Civil War where he earned a Medal of Honor.

A BRAVE HERO—First Sgt. Theodore Hyatt, (Civil War),
Company D, 127th Illinois Infantry, 2nd Division, 15th Army
Corps, who fought in the Battle of Vicksburg, May 22, 1863
was interred to the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood when it first opened.

THE ORIGINAL HEADSTONE for Medal of Honor recipient
George Theodore Hyatt has been presented to the American
Legion in Gardner.

BRAIDWOOD—Judy Lang, 79,
of Braidwood, formerly of
Downers Grove, passed away on
June 20, 2025 at her home.

Born on Aug. 24, 1945,
Judith Ann was a daughter of
Francis and Lillian (Pittra)
Erhardt. She was born in Oak
Park, IL and was raised in
Downers Grove where she attend-
ed Saint Joseph’s Catholic School.
Judy attended Sacred Heart Academy
in Lisle, IL where she went on to graduate
with the class of 1963. She worked for
Pepperidge Farms in Downers Grove and
Saint Mary's Hospital in Kankakee before
gaining employment as a mechanic at the
Braidwood Nuclear Power Plant, where
she proudly worked until her retirement.

Judy was a longtime member of
Immaculate Conception Church in
Braidwood and an active participant in the
Red Hat Society. She enjoyed gardening,
traveling, spending time in nature, and
dancing. A devoted animal lover, she espe-
cially cared for her two cats. Above all, she
valued time spent with her family and
close friends.

She is survived by her three children:
Clarence (Melissa) Lang, Linda (Doug)
Bowers and Frank Lang; grandchildren:
James, Jessica and Justin Lang; Alex
(Chase) Platz, Alicia (Alex) Forrest, Ciara

(RJ) Osborne, Cory (fiancé Callie)
Bible, and Dale (Chip Eubanks)

Bible; great-grandchildren:
Alaura, Jasper, Silas, William,
Charlie, Bristol and Danny; sister,
Bonnie (Ted) Mooney; nieces:
Kristen and Katie, as well as her
special childhood friends, Marla

and Lonnie and good friends: Sue,
Delores, Connie and Elaine.

Judy is preceded in death by her
parents and her granddaughter,

Savanna Lang.
The family will receive friends for a

visitation at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.
Broadway St., one block north of Illinois
Route 113 in Coal City on Friday, June 27,
2025, from 10 a.m. until the time of service
at 12 p.m. A burial will immediately follow
at Oakwood Cemetery in Braidwood,
where Judy will be laid to rest.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Judy's memory to the Grundy
County Humane Society.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Judy’s memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves, Fruland and Baskerville
Funeral Homes.

Judy Lang

COAL CITY—Sandra Lee Paul,
89, of Coal City, passed away
peacefully on June 21, 2025.

Born on Feb. 28, 1936,
Sandra was a daughter of Eunice
(Gardner) and James 'Rip'
Stewart. She was employed at
APSA and later retired from the
Rock Island Arsenal as a librarian
for over 30 years. 

She is survived by her sisters,
Kay Veronda, and Judy Darin; many
nieces and nephews and good friend, Barb
Gartke. 

Sandra is preceded in death by her
parents.

Preferred memorials may be
made in Sandra's memory to a
hospice facility of their choosing. 

Cremation rites are being
accorded.

Private family services are
being held at a later date.

Family and friends are
encouraged to log onto

www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photos and

share memories.
Funeral services and arrangements

have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves, Fruland and Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory.

Sandra Paul

Think critically about
your purchases. Make an
effort to buy products that
don't need to travel thou-
sands of miles, contribut-

ing to pollution in our
atmosphere. The most
important step you can
take is to reflect on whether
you truly need that new

shirt. Pay attention to the
origins and packaging of
the items you buy. Strive to
shop for items made closest
to home.

Buy closest to home
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If you pay a Nicor Gas
bill, you are eligible to
receive a free water-saving
kit that, when put to use,
can help you save thou-
sands of gallons of water
year-round. 

It comes with faucet
aerators for both the bath-
room and kitchen. It
includes a high efficiency
shower-head and a shower
timer! There is also
plumber’s tape.

Plumber’s tape, also
known as thread sealant
tape, is a thin, flexible tape

used to seal threaded pipe
connections. This tape pro-
vides a lubricating effect
that allows pipes to screw
together more easily, while
simultaneously preventing
leaks. From plumbing
repairs to gas line installa-
tions, this tape keeps fluids
and gases securely con-
tained.

Order a kit by calling
Nicor Gas at 877.886.4239
or use your account num-
ber and zip code to com-
plete their online form.

Water efficiency 
kits available

Coffee & Newspapers
One wakes you up. One opens your eyes.
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Braidwood Lions Club 
2025 Summerfest Parade

Sunday, July 20, 1 p.m.
Lineup - 12:30 p.m. on Mitchell Street near Casey’s

Name:

Address: 

City Phone: 

Organization: 

Address: 

Description of entry: 

Phone: 
Put an X only one:

Vehicle ____    Band ____   Float ____   Walking ____   
Color Guard ___ Horse ___ Golf Cart ___Historical 
Political: ______ (A monetary donation of $25 to the
Braidwood Lions Club will be appreciated)

The theme for the parade is “An Under The Sea
Adventure”.

Parade Route:  Begins at Main/Mitchell Street,
travels west on Main Street, turning south on Walker
Street where it will end. Participants will continue
South on Walker Street to Kennedy Road and disperse
to an unloading location of their choice or pull into
the horseshoe drive behind the Reed-Custer
Intermediate School to unload.

For more information or questions contact Parade
Coordinator Angie Hutton at 815-353-3053 or Jessica
Adam-Keymon at (815)274-1498.

Send entry form by email braidwoodlionsclub
@yahoo.com  or mail to Braidwood Lions Club
Summerfest, Attn: Parade Coordinator, 198 N. Lincoln
St., Braidwood,  IL 60408

Catfish Days Craft Show
and Flea Market

A craft show and flea market is planned for
Saturday, July 26, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the down-
town antique district during Catfish Days. Spaces are
assigned first come, first served with a limited number
of spaces available. No electricity available.

Check in as early as 6:30 a.m. at North Water and
Van Buren street. Vendors must arrive by 8 a.m. and
remove all vehicles by 8:40 a.m. or your spaces will be
forfeited.

The non-refundable cost is $35 for 10-foot x10-foot
spaces postmarked on or before July 12;  $50 post-
marked July 13-19. Do not mail after July 19.  Spaces
paid for the day of the event will be $65. Fresh food
vendors who prepare food on site pay $100 through
until July 12 for a 10’x20’ space. If paid after July 12 the
price will be $150. Food vendors must also be permit-
ted by the Will County Health Department so be sure
to contact them.

All interested parties, including Wilmington non-
profit organizations, must pay for a space.

Complete the contract below. Detach and return it
with a check made payable to Women of Wilmington.
Mail to: Women of Wilmington, PO Box 13,
Wilmington, IL 60481. Email questions to the-
womenofwilmington@gmail.com. Post dated checks
will not reserve a space. Confirmations will be
emailed the week of the show.

Catfish Days Committee and Women of
Wilmington will not assume liability for any losses,
damages or injuries sustained by exhibitors or specta-
tors.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Name: __________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

City: _________________ State: ______  Zip Code:_____

Contact Person:__________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________

Email address: ___________________________________

List what will be sold: ____________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
How many spaces? (Circle one):   1    2    3    4    5

More than 8,000 students at the University of Iowa
were named to the dean's list for the 2025 spring semes-
ter.

Among those students were Ashley Bollino of
Braidwood and Brecken Johnson of Coal City. 

University 
of Iowa dean’s list

Recycling needs to include more than cans and bot-
tles. Even bigger, household items you’re considering to
throw away can be “recycled” by offering them up to your
neighbors. That’s right, consider creating "free piles" in
your neighborhood.

One Iowa community encourages residents place
items on the curb with the understanding that if some-
one can use them, they'll take them. Even broken items
are finding new life this way as the town’s handymen pick
them up and repair them, just for the challenge, and give
them away.

Place it curbside with a note stating if it works or not.
If things remain unclaimed after a few days, you might
contact Goodwill and ask if they can use it.

Recycle bigger
items too

More than 2,100 students received their bachelor's,
master's and doctoral degrees from Northern Illinois
University in May. Included among the graduates was,
Reyna Carreno of Elwood with Bachelor of Science in
Biological Sciences degree. 

Carreno graduates
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Computer manufacturer
5. Noted space station

8. Kurt Russell film
“Captain”
11. Automaton
13. Everyone has one
14. Incline from the vertical
15. Fights
16. Dunn & Bradstreet

(abbr.)
17. Finishes off
18. Places to store things
20. Dutch painter Gerard

__
21. Smaller quantity
22. There’s a North, South

and Central of these
25. In an early way
30. More spacious
31. Short-term memory
32. One who possesses
33. Sesame 
38. Forbid
41. A way to explain
43. Not around
45. Evoke or suggest
47. Ancient kingdom near

Dead Sea
49. Dekameter
50. Fencing sword
55. “Luther” actor Idris
56. Affirmative (slang)
57. Afflicted
59. One point north of

northeast
60. Born  of
61. Arabic name
62. Hong Kong food stall:

__ pai dong
63. Not the start
64. Post

CLUES DOWN
1. Creative expression
2. Fiber from the outer

husk of a coconut
3. City in ancient Syria
4. College army
5. More disturbed
6. Pays no attention to
7. Restored
8. Competitions
9. Lyric poems
10. Famed American law-

man
12. Expression of disap-

pointment
14. Scars
19. Satisfy
23. Central European river
24. Brass instrument
25. One who gets paid to

perform
26. Propel with oars
27. Long period of time
28. Woman (French)
29. Type of plane 
34. Pitching stat
35. Pointed end of a pen
36. Pro sports league
37. Body part
39. Inoffensive
40. Yellowish cotton cloth
41. Feline
42. Does not tell the truth
44. Set out to attract
45. Spiritual leader of a

Jewish congregation
46. Abba __, Israeli politi-

cian
47. Repair
48. Genus of flowering

plants
51. Tributary of the High

Rhine
52. Prejudice
53. C. European river
54. Restrain
58. Father

SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Coal City, 550 W.
Daisy Place Apt. #4, 2
BR, 1 BA, nice kitchen,
w/d connection, stove
& refrigerator,
$975/mo. No pets.
815-941-4832. cc26-
29

GARAGE SALE

Custer Park - 22201
W. Hwy 113. Friday
and Saturday, June 27
& 28 from 9am to 2pm.
A little bit of everything. 
Empty nesters clean-
ing house. Yard items, 
household items, col-
lectibles and so much 
more. cc26

HELP WANTED

Eaton & Schultz Insur-
ance Group is looking 
for a customer service 
rep. No weekends. 5 
days a week, Monday 
through Friday. No ex-
perience necessary. 
Fluent in Spanish a 
plus. Call Dave or Dan 
at 815-476-5896 for 
more information. 
ch25-26

Offering CNA classes, 
days, evenings and 
weekends. Home 
health nurses needed. 
CNA instructor need-
ed.   Call for class
dates, 630-771-1162
or 630-771-9069, 
www.spect rumnurs
escna.com 
cc20-39

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Martin 12 string with 
case, $450. Epiphone 
G400 with case, $300 
(black). Squier tele-
caster with case, $300 
(natural). Fender 
acoustosonic 100W 
amp, $200. Alto Spec-
trum PA 200W, $200. 
2 guitar stools with 
backrests, $35 each. 
Epiphone Les Paul
Studio with case, $300 
(burgundy). Guitar rack 
holds 5 guitars, $50. 
Call Bob 815-458-
3010. cc26-29

Swimming pool acces-
sories for sale:
250,000 BTU pool
heater, heavy duty
pool stairs, pump, 
filter, chlorinator, pool 
aqua-droid vac. Plus, 
free for dismantling 
yourself: 27 foot round 
pool and wood deck. 
Free pool furniture. 
815-252-8241. cc24-
26 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

cc11-26

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, seam-
less gutters, fencing, 
tree removal, lawn 
care, Complete 
Handyman service! 
Bonded and Insured, 
20 yrs., Call Lee 
815-791-5731.

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ch21-46

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including
drywall repairs, plaster
repairs, cracks, holes,
& patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc21-
32

WANTED TO BUY

Cash paid for fossils
for old fossil collec-
tions. Call Pat 630-
632-9292. cc25-28

WANTED

STORAGE

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED

HEALTH/PERSONAL/ MISCELLANEOUS
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT
SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN INFECTION
between 2020 and the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call Attorney Charles
H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED

Average gasoline
prices in Illinois are
unchanged  in the last
week, averaging $3.41/g
Monday, according to
GasBuddy's survey of 4,378
stations in Illinois. Prices in
Illinois are 1.2 cents per
gallon lower than a month
ago while the national aver-
age price of diesel has
increased 16.1 cents in the
last week and stands at
$3.64 per gallon.

Expect to pay any-
where from $3.29 at Love’s
up to $3.34/g at Circle K in
Wilmington, while
Braidwood is $3.59/g
across the board.

Coal City is charging
$3.33/g across the board.

Morris has gas from $3.13/g
at Casey’s up to $3.25/g at
Pilot. 

Bourbonnais offers the
cheapest gas, with $2.95/g
at Gulf up to $3.05/g at
Pilot.

"With Israel and Iran
trading attacks over the
past week, oil prices have
continued to climb—and
gasoline prices are follow-
ing suit, rising at a pace we
haven’t seen since last
summer," said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy. 

"Few pumps have
been immune, with nearly
all states seeing gas prices
rise over the last week.
Additionally, average diesel

prices recorded their
largest weekly jump since
August 2023. 

“Now, with the U.S.
launching attacks on Iran,
oil prices are likely to con-
tinue trending higher. That
said, I do not expect the
apocalyptic spikes being
circulated by some so-
called influencers on social
media. For now, motorists
should anticipate a contin-
ued steady climb in prices,
with the national average
likely to increase another 7
to 15 cents this week, while
diesel could rise by 10 to 20
cents.”

The lowest price in the
state is $2.84/g while the
highest is $4.59/g.

Gas prices steady
but expected to rise

With extremely high tempera-
tures and increasing humidity in the
forecast, the Illinois Department of
Transportation is cautioning the pub-
lic to be on the lookout for pavement
failures on roads throughout the state.

Pavement failures or blowouts
occur when prolonged high tempera-
tures cause the road to expand and
buckle up or blow out, resulting in
uneven driving surfaces. Precipitation
and humidity increase the potential

for buckling..
Pavement failures can be report-

ed to IDOT by calling (800) 452-4368
or by reaching out to law enforcement
via 911.

Additionally, if you must travel
during extreme heat, bring drinking
water. Becoming stranded could be
dangerous without proper hydration,
as dehydration can occur quickly in
these conditions.

Extreme heat could 
cause road buckling

ILLINOIS CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING NETWORK

THINK FRIDAYS!
To turn in your news or ads.

www.freepressnewspapers.com

Perhaps no one is hap-
pier to see the arrival of
summer than those pesky
mosquitoes that invade our
space over the next three
months.

Seemingly, they’re
everywhere. According to
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC), there are 3,700
types of mosquitoes
around the world, wreaking
havoc. They’ll try to ruin
your picnic, they love it
when you relax in the back-
yard and they feast on any-
thing that’s happening
near a body of water.

According to the CDC,
only female mosquitoes
bite people and animals to
get a blood meal, which
they need to produce eggs.
Adult mosquitoes live for
about two to four weeks,
depending on the species,
humidity and temperature.

But why do some peo-
ple tend to be mosquito
magnets while others get
off scot-free? There are
plenty of reasons, including
blood type (most mosqui-
toes like Type O), body heat
(female mosquitoes detect
heat) and even diet (eating
sweet, salty or spicy foods
can draw mosquitoes). One
study even suggests mos-
quitoes are attracted to
people who drink beer,
although experts aren’t
sure why.

“Mosquitoes bite us for
their nutrition, and some
people are more apt to be
bitten than others,” says
Breanne Gendron, a nurse
practitioner with OSF
HealthCare. “Mosquitoes
are drawn to dark colors.
But then once they get clos-
er to you, they smell carbon
dioxide and lactic acid that

lives in our bodies. And
some people have a higher
level of those things than
others.”

Gendron says most
mosquito bites don’t
require medical attention
and only last a few days.
However, certain mosqui-
toes can carry serious dis-
eases.

“Mosquito bites in
general are just annoying
and itchy, but you can get
more serious infections
from mosquitoes, such as
Zika virus or West Nile
virus. Our animals some-
times get these infections
too,” she says.

West Nile virus is the
leading cause of mosquito-
borne disease in the United
States, reports the CDC.
While many people with
West Nile don’t exhibit any
symptoms, others can
develop fevers, body aches
and fatigue. In the
Midwest, the first mosqui-
to-borne West Nile virus
cases in 2025 were found in
a bird in Michigan’s
Saginaw County and a
mosquito pool in Bay
County. In Illinois, the
health departments in
DuPage and McHenry
counties confirmed the first
cases of West Nile virus in
June of this year.

Treatment
As difficult as it may

be, try not to scratch that
itch. Gendron says it’s bet-
ter to rub a bite. By scratch-
ing skin abrasions, bacteria
from your fingernails could
lead to a secondary bacteri-
al infection.

“The more you are
exposed to bites, the itchier
you become,” says
Gendron. “Because your

body is exposed to the
[bug’s] saliva, you have an
immune response and your
histamines release. It
makes a little red, itchy
bump. These can be really
pronounced, especially in
young kids, because their
immune systems are bois-
terous.”

Gendron says at that
point, you’re just managing
the itch. She recommends
using over-the-counter
medications such as
calamine lotion or
Benadryl.

Prevention
Gendron offers a few

other helpful tips to get you
through the summer
months.

Wear loose, long-
sleeved shirts and long
pants outdoors, especially
between dusk and dawn.

Always use insect
repellent when you’re out-
side. Look for ones with
DEET, picaridin or IR3535
on the label.

Avoid spraying repel-
lent near your face, and
wash any repellent off
before you go to bed.

Certain plants can help
naturally repel mosquitoes
with their scents, including
lavender, citronella, basil
and rosemary.

Empty standing water
from containers around
your home, like flowerpots,
buckets and birdbaths.

Clean your gutters,
trim your grass and repair
window and door screens.

The bottom line is to
be careful, take precautions
but enjoy your outdoor
activities. Don’t let a few
annoying mosquitoes ruin
the fun. That would be a
buzzkill.   

The buzz on mosquitoes: 
What makes some people a prime target more than others
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Photos by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund

A SUMMER CAMP for future volleyball players took place last week at Wilmington High School where head coach Kelly VanDuyne (center, back) and her

varsity players taught the fundamentals (emphasis on fun) during morning sessions over three days. Girls and boys in grades kindergarten through 8th

grade were split into two, two-hour sessions where they learned about the game. The camp included some running, drills in hitting, serving and bump-

ing, along with games. Lady Cat varsity players helped to put on break-out sessions where each camper could have a little fun.

Summer started off
with a bang with 65 kinder-
garteners through 8th
graders having a blast at
volleyball camp hosted by
Coach Kelly Van Duyne,
Coach Teesha Page and the
Wilmington High School
team.

"The players are the
ones that make the camp
so great every year,” said
coach Coach Van Duyne. “I
demonstrate and explain
the different aspects of the
game, but they are the ones
that really help the kids.
They deserve all the credit
for how successful our
camp is and why it contin-
ues to grow every sum-
mer."

Besides learning about
the game, the campers love
all the games that they get
to play every day. The
prizes, popsicles, and
candy help too. At the end
of every session, Coach Van
Duyne would ask the kids
what their favorite part of
the day was. Her most
favorite response was
"YOU!" 

Coach Van Duyne's
favorite thing about camp
is seeing the same faces
summer after summer and
watching them grow as
players.

WHS 
volleyball
camp 
continues
to grow

SESSION TWO—The recent WHS volleyball camp included a session for kingarten through fourth grade players who were awarded T-shirts, prizes and
volleyballs on the final day.

A GOOD TURNOUT was had among those who attended the WHS volleyball camp for those in grades 5-8.

CAMP FUN—Mabil Francis and Maggie Skoryi run the circle of other volleyball campers
during Duck, Duck, Goose drills.

Photo by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund

WILMINGTON’S BRISTOL BILLINGSLEY
spikes the ball during the WHS volleyball camp
on Friday.

Photo by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund

TAYLOR TENN serves the ball while
playing “queen of the court” during
WHS Ladycat volleyball camp on Friday.
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