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US COLD STORAGE located on Kankakee River Drive near Highway 53 has broken ground for an addtional phase to their Wilmington warehouse. Once complete, the expansion will bring

40 additional jobs to the community.

U.S. Cold Storage expansion to bring more jobs

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

A major expansion project at U.S.
Cold Storage is expected to bring approxi-
mately 40 new jobs to Wilmington as the
company continues to grow along with
the community it has called home for
more than a decade.

Wilmington Mayor Ben Dietz
announced the expansion plans last week,
noting that the project will include signifi-
cant improvements to the facility and sur-
rounding property.

“U.S. Cold Storage is currently work-
ing on site improvements to their facility,”
Dietz said. “Proposed improvements
include a facility expansion on the east
side of the building, employee parking lot
expansion, expanded truck entrance, and
additional parking for trailers.”

The expansion reflects continued
growth for the refrigerated warehousing
and logistics company, according to
General Manager Dave Salazar.

“Obviously, we're doing well which is
why we're expanding and as Wilmington
grows we'd like to grow along with it,”
Salazar said. “The expansion will result in
about 40 new jobs, most will be warehouse
positions like forklift operators, but also
related positions like administration.”

The Wilmington facility, built in 2009,
serves as a major hub in the company's

Midwest operations. Located on east
Kankakee River Dr near Illinois 53, it works
in conjunction with sister facilities in
Minooka and Lyons.

Driving growth

Over the years, the Wilmington site
has undergone significant growth. A previ-
ous expansion increased the facility's cold
storage capacity to nearly 10 million cubic
feet and approximately 16,000 pallet posi-
tions. That project added three storage
rooms, including a dedicated freezer room
and two rooms equipped with convertible
temperature controls.

Company officials previously noted
that the Wilmington facility had been
operating at or near maximum capacity,
creating a need for additional dock space
and loading doors. The operation's multi-
vendor freight consolidation program has
also helped drive transportation growth
across the company's Midwest facilities.

Investing in Wilmington

Today, the Wilmington site occupies a
developed 35-acre property with room for
future expansion. At full build-out, offi-
cials said the facility could reach nearly 18
million cubic feet of storage capacity and
more than 67,000 pallet positions.

U.S. Cold Storage offers temperature-
controlled storage ranging from minus-10
degrees Fahrenheit to 50 degrees
Fahrenheit and features an enclosed

refrigerated loading dock, 41 truck dock
doors, custom distribution programs, spe-
cialized order assembly, USDA inspection
services, and import-export support.
Headquartered in Camden, New
Jersey, the facility is one of the nation's
largest providers of refrigerated warehous-
ing and third-party logistics services. The
company operates dozens of temperature-
controlled facilities across the United
States, serving the frozen food, refrigerated

food, and pharmaceutical industries.

For Wilmington, the latest expansion
represents both an investment in the local
economy and a vote of confidence in the
community's future.

“We've been here a while and want to
grow with Wilmington,” Salazar said.
“We've always worked with the chamber of
commerce, schools, library, and park dis-
trict. We look forward to continuing this
relationship.”

WORK HAS BEGAN just east of the existing US Cold Storage building where an excavator
was busy piling dirt Monday.

Communlty service awards

Wilmington Lodge
Ko 2052 9.4 3m

STEVEN EVANS wasnamed the Veteran of the Year by the W|Im|ngton Masonic Lodge No
208 during a first responders appreciation lunch held at the South Island Park pavilion.

Evans, who is president of the Wilmington Chamber of Commerce and previously a city
alderman, was presented with a certificate in recognition of his outstanding dedication,
exceptional service and unwaivering commitment to his community and country. “Your
leadership and selfless spirit embody the highest ideals of military service and civic duty,”
the award proclaimed. In the photo at right, Isaac Orr, secretary for Lodge No. 208, presents
the First Responder of the Year award to Tony VanTilburg (right) who has over 20 years as
a paramedic with the Wilmington Fire Protection District.

Coalition: City should follow
neighbors in banning kratom

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The Wilmington
Coalition for a Healthy
Community is building
support for what its direc-
tor says is the organiza-
tion's  ultimate goal:
Banning the sale of kratom
and 7-hydroxymitragynine
(7-OH) in Wilmington.

Coal City and
Diamond have already
adopted ordinances pro-
hibiting the substances,
and Coalition Director
Paula Ekstrom said she
hopes Wilmington will fol-
low suit.

Before actively pursu-
ing a ban, however, she
wants to ensure residents
and city leaders fully
understand the potential
lethality of the substances.

“Ultimately, that is our
plan,” Ekstrom said. “But,
we want them to know
what we are talking about
first. If I go in without any

support, it won't happen.
So we have to do some
education in the commu-
nity and drum up our sup-
port that way.”

Ekstrom recently
addressed the Wilmington
City Council about kratom
and 7-OH, beginning what
she described as a broader
effort to build community
awareness. While educa-
tion is the Coalition's cur-
rent focus, she made clear
that it is part of a larger
campaign aimed at secur-
ing a ban.

According to Ekstrom,
kratom and 7-OH are
becoming increasingly
available through gas sta-
tions, smoke shops and
other retailers, despite
concerns about their
addictive potential.

“On the grand scheme
of things, itis moderate to

high risk,” Ekst

“It is physmally depend-
ent just as heroin, but
does not carry the same

treatment practices as the
opioids do. Because it is
sold in gas stations and
smoke shops and consid-
ered a supplement, it real-
ly isn't taken seriously as a
scheduled substance.”

She said 7-OH, a con-
centrated compound
derived from kratom, is
particularly concerning.

“7-OH is just as dan-
gerous and the DEA (Drug
Enforcement
Administration) has rec-
ommended that it be
moved to a Schedule I nar-
cotic,” she said.

Educating the public

Ekstrom believes one
of the biggest obstacles to
addressing the issue is a
lack of public awareness.

“Many haven't even
heard of them,” she said.

SEE KRATOM PAGE 2
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Will Co. waives fees

Deadlines
Classified Ads &

Classifed Display Ads
Fridays - 5 p.m.

Pre-payment required for all classified ads unless customer has a pre established business account

The Free Press Newspapers will be responsible for the first

incorrect insertion, and its liabilities shall be limited to the price
on one insertion. The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right
to classify correctly, edit, reject or cancel any advertisement at

any time in accordance with its policy. All ads must be checked

for errors the first week of publication by the advertiser.

Phone (815) 476-7966 or (815) 634-0315
for details.

Line Ads are up to 30 words
(20¢ for each word over 30)
1 wk.- $17; 2 wks.- $21;

3 wks.- $25; 4 wks.-$29*
$1.00 Extra per line for bold or

*plus .0399% with credit card

Cost

caps on classified

| — . .

‘& The Braidwood Journal — The Coal City Courant — The Free Press Advocate
GARAGE SALE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE
Garage Sale- 215 N SHERIFF'S SALE OF Act. Pursuant to Local Title: Planet ~Home
1st St., Wilmington. REAL ESTATE of 19251 Court Rule 11.03 (J) if Lending LLC Plaintiff V.
June l§-22 Fri-Sun. West Eaton Avenue, El- thereis a surplus following  Dino  Presti as Co-

- '’ wood, IL 60421 (Cream application of the pro- Independent Admini-
3 pm - 6 pm; Mon. 8 iny| “single family home, ceeds of sale, then the strator of the Es-

am - 3 pm. Medical
equipment, ladies plus
clothing, kitchen ware,
and furniture.

MISCELLANEOUS

38" Lawn Sweeper, 6
cu. ft. Wheel barrows,
6,500 generic genera-
tor,]JH Cub Cadet,
snow plow and chains,
16" craftersmen chain-
saw with 2x chains.
Call for details. 815-
416-5006.

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost
pet or lost a pet in Will
County? Please call
Will County Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite your family,
815-462-5633.

PETS

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats.
New! Brew and Chew
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il
60481 815-476-5104
slewis@trinityservices.
org.

attached 2 car garage ).
On the 25th day of June,
2026 to be held at 12:00
noon, at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Room
1001, Joliet, IL 60432,
under Case Title:
SERVIS ONE, INC. DBA
BSI FINANCIAL SERV-
ICES Plaintiff V. Robert
Schmidt Defendant. Case
No. 25 FC 0412 in the Cir-
cuit Court of the Twelfth
Judicial Circuit, Will
County, lllinois. Terms of
Sale: ten percent (10%) at
the time of sale and the
balance within twenty-four
(24) hours. No judicial sale
fee shall be paid by the
mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County.

In the event the property is
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and
(H-2), 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1), you are
hereby notified that the
purchaser of the unit,
other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments
and legal fees required by
sub-divisions (g)(1) and
(9)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by
subsection (9-1) of
Section 18.5 of the lllinois
Condominium  Property

plaintiff shall send written
notice pursuant to 735
ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the
amount of the surplus and
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact:

MCCALLA RAYMER
LEIBERT PIERCE

1 N. Dearborn

Suite 1300

Chicago, lllinois 60602
P: 312-346-9088

F:
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., June 3, 10,
and 17, 2026.

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF
REAL ESTATE of 812
Western Ave, Braid-
wood, IL 60408
(Residential). On the 2nd
day of July, 2026
to be held at 12:00 noon,
at the Will County Court-
house, 100 W. Jefferson
Street, Room 1001, Joliet,
IL 60432, under Case

THIS

PUBLIC AUCTION

SAT., JUNE 20, 10:00 A.M
(RAIN DATE SAT., JUNE 27)
415 N. CENTER ST., BRAIDWOOD, IL
OWNERS: JOE AND JUNE HARTSFIELD

IS THE FIRST OF TWO AUCTIONS SECOND. SEOND
AUCTION SAT., JULY 25, ANT. FURNITURE, GLASSWARE, COLLECT-
ABLES, 200 PLUS PCS. OF VTG RUBY GLASS AND SO MUCH MORE.

2019 XL2 CUB CADET RIDING LAWN MOWER W/42" CUT, 22 HP
KOHLER MOTOR, EXCELLENT-CUB CADET 28" LAWN SWEEPER-M.
WARDS ROTOTILLER-RYOBI TRIMMER-TROYBILT SELF PROPELLED
LAWN MOWER-B/D LEAF HOG-PULL TYPE LAWN ROLLER-B/D MITER
SAW-CIRCULAR SAW-CRAFTSMAN (3"BELT SANDER, BENCH EMERY,
84 PC. TOOLSET, NEW, NUMEROUS HAND TOOLS)-MILWAUKEE
DRILL-DEWALT SAWZALL-DEWALT RECIPROCATING SAW-ROUTER
WI/TABLE-STARRETT 398 LAZER, NEW-EXACT PITCH DIGITAL
PROTRACTOR MOD. 360, NEW-GEN Il 8 80 LAZER LEVEL-RAYTEK
TEMP GA. NEW-PROTO GEAR PULLER-16" EXT. LADDER-HUSKY 8’
LADDER-WHEEL BARROW-DINNER BELL W/YOKE-IRON GRATE 707
36"- WOOD & METAL WAGON WHEELS-MULE HIDE SHINGLE ADV.
SIGN-QUAKER STATE MOTOR OIL METAL SIGN-SEVERAL OIL LAMPS-
RETRO ALUM. DRINKING GLASSES-MILK BOTTLES-20 GAL CROCK-5
GAL. RED WING JUG-CROCK JUG W/WIRE HANDLE-SEVERAL
CROCKS & BOWLS-NORTH WESTERN 5 CENT VENDING MACHINE-
LEATHER/METAL BRASS HORSE COLLAR-CAST
STEAMER TRUNK-VTG. DOCTORS CABINET-NUMEROUS PRIMITIVES-
H. DUTY WIRE RACKS-NUMEROUS STANDARD OIL CO.
MEMORABILIA-SCHWINN GIRLS & BOYS BIKES-THREE BB GUNS
(MOD 25, LIKE NEW-DAISY LEVER ACTION W/BOX-DAISY PUMP)-
FISHING POLES & LURES-WROUGHT IRON PATIO SET-4 LAWN
CHAIRS-AMISH WOODEN BENCH-HANGING 5 BASKET PLANT
HOLDER-CONCRETE PATIO BENCH-CONCRETE BIRD BATH-LAWN
ORNAMENTS-PARTIAL LISTING ONLY, GO TO AUCTIONZIP.COM

Hintze Auction Service Inc.
Lic # 440000882 + Phone 815-228-7634

IRON  PUMP-

tate of Anthony J. Presti,
Deceased; et. al.
Defendant.

Case No. 26 FC 0053 in
the Circuit Court of the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit,
Will County, lllinois.
Terms of Sale: ten percent
(10%) at the time of sale
and the balance within
twenty-four (24) hours. No
judicial sale fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee ac-
quiring the residential real
estate pursuant to its cred-
it bid at the sale or by any
mortgagee, judgment
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real
estate whose rights in and
to the residential real es-
tate arose prior to the sale.
All payments shall be
made in cash or certified
funds payable to the Sher-
iff of Will County.

In the event the property is
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and
(H-2), 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1), you are
hereby notified that the
purchaser of the unit,
other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments
and legal fees required by
subdivisions (g)(1) and
(9)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the lllinois
Condominium  Property
Act.

Pursuant to Local Court
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of
sale, then the plaintiff shall
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512(d) to all parties to the
proceeding advising them
of the amount of the
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a
party obtains a court order
for its distribution or, in the
absence of an order, until
the surplus is forfeited to
the State.

For Information Please
Contact:

Codilis & Associates,
P.C.

15W030 N. Frontage
Road Suite 100

Burr Ridge, lllinois
60527

P: 630-794-5300

F: 630-794-9090
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wednesdays June 10, 17,
and 24, 2026.

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF
REAL ESTATE of 305
French Street, Braid-
wood, IL 60408 (Light
blue vinyl siding, two unit
building with attached two
car garage). On the 25th
day of June, 2026 to be
held at 12:00 noon, at the
Will County Courthouse,
100 W. Jefferson Street,
Room 1001, Joliet, IL

REAL ESTATE

60432, under Case Title:
PENNY-MAC LOAN
SERVICES, LLC Plaintiff
V. Colleen Wengler,
Special Representative
of Jose H Pena,
Deceased; Unknown
Heirs and Legatees of
Jose H Pena a/k/a Jose
Hector Pena; Unknown
Owners and Non-Record
Claimants; Julia Pena
Defendant.

Case No. 25 FC 0595 in
the Circuit Court of the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit,
Will County, lllinois.
Terms of Sale: ten percent
(10%) at the time of sale
and the balance within
twenty-four (24) hours. No
judicial sale fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee ac-
quiring the residential real
estate pursuant to its cred-
it bid at the sale or by any
mortgagee, judgment
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real
estate whose rights in and
to the residential real es-
tate arose prior to the sale.
All payments shall be
made in cash or certified
funds payable to the Sher-
iff of Will County.

In the event the property is
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and
(H-2), 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1), you are
hereby notified that the
purchaser of the unit,
other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments
and legal fees required by
sub-divisions (g)(1) and
(9)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the lllinois
Condominium  Property
Act.

Pursuant to Local Court
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of
sale, then the plaintiff shall
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512(d) to all parties
to the proceeding advising
them of the amount of the
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a
party obtains a court order
for its distribution or, in the
absence of an order, until
the surplus is forfeited to
the State.

For Information Please
Contact:

MCCALLA RAYMER
LEIBERT PIERCE

1 N. Dearborn Suite
1300

Chicago, Illinois 60602
P: 312-346-9088

F:
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILLBE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., June 10, 17, and
24, 2026.

RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

Recreational Vehicle-
2025, never used, 30’
5th wheel with hitch.
Sleeps two adults and
2 children. Spacious
storage- MSRP
$45,000, now $32,000,
815-584-6503.

THE CLASSIFIEDS!

for pet adoptions

Will  County

Protection Services (APS) and
Chicagoland Speedway are
partnering to celebrate both
the return of NASCAR to Joliet
on July 3-5 and America's
250th birthday with a special
"Every Pet Deserves a Victory
Lap" adoption campaign.

Now through July 10,
free
microchipping, and a special
adoption event are taking
place. Standard adoption pro-
cedures will still apply.

"Our goal is to help as
many pets as possible cross
the finish line into loving

adoption fees,

homes,"

Speedway General Manager

Jacqueline Herrera.

Adoptable pets will be
available for meet-and-greets
at the Will County APS shelter
in Joliet and through partici-
pating shelter partner loca-
in Shorewood
Aurora. All adoptable pets are
spayed, neutered, up to date
on vaccines, and tested for

Get hooked this

tions

Animal

pet

Heartworm and FeLV/FIV.
Additionally, Will County
APS will host a special adop-
tion event on Wednesday, July
1, from noon to 8 p.m. at their
main office at 22452 Cherry
Hill Road in Joliet.
Meet-and-greets
adoptable pets must be sched-
uled in advance.
Interested
should email Adopt@willcoun-
ty.gov, call (815) 462-5633, or
submit an inquiry on the
online adoption tool Petfinder.
Adoptable pets can be
found on the Will County APS

with

adopters

Petfinder page, found at
said Chicagoland WillCounty.gov/AnimalServic
es or bit.ly/3RSLWMy.

The campaign will also

and

weekend during
Free Fishing Days

Illinois Free Fishing Days
are June 19-22, and the Illinois

Department  of

Resources (IDNR) invites fami-
lies throughout the state to
enjoy the opportunity at a lake,
pond, river, state park or pri-
vate fishing hole near them.
During these four days,
anglers can fish without pur-

chasing a fishing

salmon stamp or inland trout
stamp in Illinois. The goal is
for those who don’t usually go
fishing to discover or rediscov-
er the activity and to introduce

children to it.

“Free Fishing Days are a
great opportunity for Illinois
families to unplug, spend time
together outdoors, and discov-
er the fun and enjoyment of

Natalie
Natural

license,

licenses

offer free microchipping for
dogs, cats, rabbits, and ferrets
for Will

County residents

through July 10. Appointments
for free microchipping can be
scheduled at https://calend-
ly.com/willcountyaps/microc
hipevent or by calling (815)
462-5633.

fishing,” said IDNR Director
Phelps
“Whether you're new to the
activity or simply haven’t been
able to find time for it lately, I
encourage residents and visi-
tors alike to grab a rod, head to
the water, and make fishing an
outdoor tradition.”

Outside of Free Fishing
Days, Illinois requires anyone
over the age of 16 to have a
fishing license to fish. At $15,
Illinois has one of the most
affordable standard fishing
in
Licenses can be purchased at
vendors throughout Illinois or
online. Exclusions apply to
active-duty military and peo-
ple with disabilities.

Finnie.

the Midwest.

CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Julie’s Remodeling

Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, seam-
less gutters, fencing,
tree removal, lawn
care, Complete
Handyman  service!
Bonded and Insured,
20 yrs., Call Lee
815-791-5731.

Ron’s Drywall, Hang,
Tape & Paint, 25
years experience.
Reasonable rates in-
cluding drywall re-
pairs, plaster repairs,
cracks, holes, &
patches.  Carpenter
available by request.
815-549-5136.

Low cost lawn
maintenance:
Mowing, weeding,
trimming, leaf cleanup,
edging and bush
trimming.

Other services upon
request. Call George
815-593-6191.

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ccl9-44

STORAGE

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50
515 Davy Lane, Wilmington

A Thousand Words

Photography
385 N. Second Ave.
Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

WANTED

WANTED
SCRAP METAL

* Farm Machinery

* Garden Tractors
¢ Snowmobiles

* Appliances

* Anything Metal

Free pickup
7 days
815-210-881°

42.
48.
50.

Immobile

Insignia of royalty
Seeds from which chocolate is made

51. Begin again

52. Round root

53. Beginning to end (alt. sp.)
54. What newlyweds just said
55. Empire State

56. Give back

58. College hoops tournament
59. Unstable situations

60. Young women's association

CLUES DOWN
1. Administer a drug
2. Holy places
3. Contrary opinions
4. Blood type
5. Gags
6. Micturating
7. Silly
8. Atype of cuff
9. Spanish be
12. Austrian river
13. Messenger ribonucleic acid
17. Consume food
19. California supermarket
20. Electronic communication
21. Cassia tree
25. Written works
29. Cool!
31. Noteworthy 90s lawyer Kenneth
32. One who was compensated

33. National symbols clo9|EfL|L|F]S|6 |8 q: sl z . :

35. Raising anolals -
CLUES ACROSS 24. Grenadier 38. A type of talk LA B ol 8 6.4 L N e e L
1. Similar 26. Sea patrol 2% (l\zllli?jlé?e Eastern peoples glL|B8)c|E|S)L|F|O slo|v|o/v o v
4. Have an ambitious plan or a lofty goal 27. Algerian port : a[1/1|s s 3 s|Mu
10. No (Scottish) 28. Norwegian river 44. Pouches Llc|PJBI9|E)BIL]S MEIGE
11.__ Aires, city 30. Precipitation 45. 007 s creator glglslzlslzlvli]e R a[1iv]L]s
12. Moming 31. Sunscreen rating 46. A cut of meat N v e MR
14. Senior s son (abbr.) 34. New York is one g gﬂtr)irsttsineemena;g?r]::st award Sle{l)B|F|L)9]|c|6 wiviuofo ol v
15. A notable achievement 36. Patti Hearst s captors - A — aul tlelz alg s alw|i1|L]|a|njo s/ L
16. European nation 37. Soft mineral with greasy feel 56. Relief organization (abbr.) el 8 shaavm i 315
18. Endings 39. Retired Brazilian footballer 57. Canadian province (abbr.) Ble|gl¥r|e|L]E|S]|} Lv3 4 uN
22. Puts into place 40. An Indian nursemaid [o/njajn aplaly
23. Former 41. Atomic #24 Ejp|L)S|6(8)L]19]2 ali[a[s[vIla[s
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A FOOT RACE to the end zone was won by James Harris who carries the ball one step

LR AR
b DHNRE =L}

ahead of defenders Taylor Dillon and Mikey Mancuso.

Photo by Eric Fisher

FOOTBALL CAMP participant Aiden Wilking avoids defenders while running the ball dur-
ing a flag football scrimmage on Thursday.

rying the ball.

B

REACHING FOR A FLAG is Bryce Davis

<

A WILDCAT’S TAIL - Camper Luis Ramirez pulls hard on the flag worn by Maddx Morgan

who is running the ball during a youth scrimmage.

oS
Photo by Eric Fisher
FLAG FOOTBALL CAMP—The WHS football program hosted a five-day football camp for youngsters which concluded Tuesday. Over 80 participants, between the grades first through
eighth, were coached by players on the varsity Wildcats, learning the fundamentals of the game while have fun during age-appropriate scrimmages. Campers are pictured with high
school players with the hope that they will all become future Wildcats.

Comets finish third, Lady Wildcats second during Shootout

The annual
Braidwood Shootout once
again brought together
some of the top basketball

programs from across
northern and central
Illinois, with the 7th

Annual Girls Braidwood
Shootout tipping off
Tuesday and the 30th
Annual Boys Braidwood
Shootout following
Wednesday and Thursday.

The event served as an
early measuring stick for
area programs, including

Coal City, Reed-Custer and
Wilmington, while show-
casing several teams
expected to contend for
conference and postsea-
son success during the
upcoming season.

St. Joe Odgen won the
boys title for the second
year in a row, defeating
Pontiac 60-48 in the cham-
pionship game.

Finishing in third
place was Reed-Custer
who upended Mercer
County 55-40 after win-

ning their first four games
before falling to St. Joe
Ogden 56-48 in the semifi-
nal.

Reed-Custer may have
entered the tournament
with the strongest return-
ing lineup among the local
boys teams. The Comets
return all five starters from
last year's 15-16 squad that
finished tied for third in
the ICE Conference.

Leading the way is
junior guard Matthew
Kuban (14.0 ppg), joined
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by fellow juniors Kaiden
Klein (10.0 ppg), Chase
Isaac (8.0 ppg) and Eddie
Bryan (7.0 ppg). Senior
Jesse Tresouthick also
returns after averaging
nine points per contest.

Coach Tyler
Schoonover's club used
the Shootout as an oppor-
tunity to measure itself
against strong competition
while preparing for a sea-
son in which expectations
will be considerably higher
than a year ago.

Coal City entered the
season under coach Joe
Micetich looking to replace
several graduated contrib-
utors from last year's 12-17
team.

The Coalers opened
with a 41-39 win over
Fieldcrest but fell 46-33 to
El Paso Gridley and 46-43
to Bishop McNamara. They
held on with a 45-41 win
over Wilmington and 48-40
finale over G-SW. Coal City
returns with seniors Carter
Nicholson (6.4 ppg, 4.4
rpg), Braden Walker (5.8
ppg) and Connor Henline,
while newcomers AJ
Kenney, Parker Jacovec,
Hayden Kennell and Wyatt
Homerding are expected to
assume larger roles.

Micetich  acknowl-
edged the team has "a few
holes to fill," but believes
the returning veterans are
capable of meeting the
challenge.

The Wildcat boys
arrived with momentum
after one of the best sea-
sons in school history.

The Wildcats posted a
22-10 record, finished sec-
ond in the ICE Conference
and advanced to the sec-
tional semifinals.

Wilmington opened
with a 35-28 win over
Momence then lost to
Mercer County 43-35 and
38-33 to Prairie Central.
After their loss to the
Coalers they closed out the
tournet with a 47-45

thriller over Herscher.

Senior Brysen Meents
(16.0 ppg) and Declan
Moran (11.0 ppg, 6.5 rpg)
headline the roster, while
Hunter Kaitschuck returns
after averaging five points
per game.

Additional contribu-
tors include Travis Van
Duyne, Brodie Strong,
Tyler Krand, Evan Ostheim
and Trey Weitendorf.

Coach Doug Krop
noted that continued
improvement from the
Wildcats' supporting cast
will be key as Wilmington
attempts to build on last
season's success.

Girls Tournament

The 16-team girls
tournament was won by
Tri-Valley who defeated
Wilmington 47-21 in the
championship game.

Wilmington turned in
one of the tournament's
best performances, reach-
ing the championship
game.

The Wildcats opened
with a 39-26 victory over
Clifton Central before
defeating Beecher 40-29.
They then downed Reed-
Custer 40-34 in the semifi-
nal to advance to the
championship game.

Coach Eric Dillon's
Wildcats enter the season
coming off a 21-10 cam-
paign, a regional champi-
onship and a third-place
finish in the Illinois Central
Eight Conference.
Wilmington returns a vet-
eran nucleus led by senior
standouts Sami Liaromatis
(11.8 ppg, 9.0 rpg), Keeley
Walsh (10.9 ppg) and Nina
Egizio (7.9 ppg). Junior
Madisyn Rossow also
returns after averaging 4.0
rebounds per game.

The Wildcats have
now posted back-to-back
20-win seasons and appear
poised to challenge for
another conference title.

Placing third was

Willows Academy who
defeated Reed-Custer 52-
23.

The Lady Comets
enter the season with con-
siderable experience after
returning four starters
from last year's 14-15
squad.

They are led by senior
guard Alyssa Wollenzien,
who averaged 19.7 points,
6.8 rebounds and 5.0 steals
per game. Fellow returning
starters include Atiana
Hood, Harlie Liebermann
and Kamryn Wilkey.

Coach Shelby
Zwolinski noted that the
Lady Comets "are looking
to compete hard this sum-
mer to build upon our
work we did last season."

Reed-Custer battled
through a competitive
bracket against several
larger-school opponents,
winning  24-22 over
Bradley-Bourbonnais and
36-28 over Plainfield
Central before falling to
Wilmington and Willows
Academy.

Coal City's young ros-
ter gained valuable tourna-
ment experience despite
entering the season with
only one returning starter.

Junior Kyla Stark
returns after averaging 4.5
points and 4.5 rebounds
per game. The Coalers will
rely heavily on newcomers
Lilly Gerrish, Rileigh Eddy,
Aubrey Jensen and Darcie
Ladas as they look to
improve on last year's 10-
20 record.

Coach Brad Schmitt
said the Coalers "will have
a few returning players
along with a mix of under-
classmen" and are looking
for a competitive season.

They lost their opener
26-12 to Beecher, then fell
34-16 to Clifton Central
and 33-26 to Bradley-
Bourbonnais. They closed
out with a 25-22 win
against Manteno.
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