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Local 150 to build second training facility

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

At its June 4 meeting,
the  Wilmington  City
Council approved the con-
struction of a 100,000
square foot training center
at the Union of Operating
Engineers Local 150 facility,
19800 W. Arsenal Road. The
facility represents an
expansion of the existing
training center, and is not
to exceed 52 feet.

“At over 100,000 square
feet, the expansion will
result in the largest indoor
training arena in the coun-
try,” said Mayor Ben Dietz.
“The Wilmington training
facility, at over 300 acres,
continues to be a cutting-
edge, state-of-the-art facili-

The International
Union of  Operating
Engineers, Local 150, owns
300 acres zoned industrial.
Property owners sought
approval to expand the
training enter that current-
ly exits on the property to
include new construction
of a 105,600 square foot
building with a maximum
height of 52 feet.

“We've been in
Wilmington for 17 years,”
George Antos, Business
Representative of Local
150, said. “We've had thou-
sands of apprenticeships
and outgrew it.”

The Local 150 submit-
ted an application to the
Planning and Zoning
Committee. The plan will
provide for additional and
better training facilities for
good-paying jobs. The
facility will be separated
from local traffic and public
ways, preventing an unsafe
impact on neighbors. The

facility will provide a safe
and controlled training
place away from most local
traffic with minimal disrup-
tion.

The building provides
for operation of earthwork
and construction machin-
ery in a controlled enclosed

facility separated from the
public, and matches the
existing building that has
been in operation for more
than 15 years.
Begler’s annexation
The city council
approved an ordinance
annexing property belong-

ing to Begler’s Inc., at 211 N.
First St. to be zoned to allow
for limited outdoor storage.

The subject property
was granted a conditional
use with the following con-
ditions: The only cargo con-
tainers permitted on the
property are two cargo con-

- Taores

tainers that will remain in
place, and not be moved
unless they are being
removed entirely from the
property. Once removed,
the containers cannot be
replaced.
Vacant property

map amendment

The city council
approved a map amend-
ment from R1 to B3 general
commercial for vacant
property on North First
Street and owned by
Charlie Thomas Begler.

Begler filed a petition

SEE COUNCIL PAGE 2

File photo

THE CROWN JEWEL of the Local 150 Apprenticeship & Skill Inprovement Program Training Facility in Wilmington is the indoor arena. The arena, which
is as long as a football field, has a dirt floor so excavation and training with bulldozers and endloaders can be done year-round without regard to bad
weather. It features a second floor observation area for a panoramic view of Local 150 members at work. This photo was taken during the grand opening
of the first building in July, 2007. Now the Local wants to build a second building.

Berkot’s request to offer hard liquor
to customers overwhelmingly rejected

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

On June 4, the
Wilmington City Council
rejected a plea for an
upgraded liquor license by
Luke Kotara, owner of
Berkot’s Super Foods.

Ryan Jeffries was the
lone holdout, voting in
favor of Berkot’s request for
permission to sell hard
liquor. Commissioner Tom
Smith abstained from vot-
ing.

The remaining city
council gave a resounding
“No!” to the motion, one
such “no” was punctuated
with a fist to the table.

Former Wilmington
Mayor Roy Strong
approached the board, giv-
ing his thoughts, as well as
a cautionary tale, about the
evils of bestowing liquor
licenses to every Tom, Dick
and Luke in town.

"Everybody knows
Rockdale, right... south of
Joliet," Strong said. “And,
years ago, the aldermen,
the mayor - they were try-
ing to get business going —

so, they were giving liquor
licenses away like candy.”

Strong went on to say
that, except for Syl's — an
upscale restaurant in
Rockdale that closed in
2023 — Rockdale has had a
seedy reputation.
Apparently, that reputation
is the result of Rockdale’s
willy-nilly way that liquor
licenses are bestowed.
Strong said he fears
Wilmington will suffer a
similar fate if Berkot’s is
given an upgraded liquor
license.

The overall attitude
toward Berkot’s Super
Foods, a grocery store that
has served Wilmington for
nearly 15 years — appeared
somewhat negative for a
variety of reasons.

Big rat resentment

No one, aside from
Strong, objected to the
liquor license issue for the
record. But, there was a bit
of unofficial grousing about
the "Big Rat” that stood
sentinel in Berkot’s parking
lot when non-union sub-
contractors were hired to
complete the store’s $2 mil-
lion facelift.

12 oz cans

SALE VALID 6/13-6/19/24

WILMINGTON 815-476-6272
COALCITY 815-634-4224
BRAIDWOOD 815-458-2114

CHECK OUT OUR
WEEKLY AD AT
BERKOTFOODS.COM

Sale
Price

Digital
Coupon

FINAL
PRICE

7 Up Family
Soda- 24 pk

$12.99/ea

Another resident asked
what Berkot’s has done for
the town, claiming the gro-
cer hasn't been particularly
generous in donating to
local causes.

It was pointed out that
Berkot’s is, in fact, a spon-
sor of Catfish Days, but that
information had little
impact on attendees.
Issue had been tabled

The request for an
upgraded liquor license
appeared on the May 21
city council meeting agen-
da. However, the issue was
tabled due to the absence
of council members Leslie
Allred and  Jonathan
Mietzner.

At that time, Luke
Kotara, owner of Berkot’s
Super Foods, was in atten-
dance. He spoke of staying
relevant in light of the
Jewel-Osco store being
built in nearby Diamond.
The 62,000 square foot
store, complete with phar-
macy and a Starbucks, will
most likely have a signifi-
cant impact the bottom
line of Berkot’s and other
local businesses.

-53.00

with $3 digital coupon
LIMIT 2 CASES TOTAL"

Deja vu, again

The June 4 liquor
license rejection wasn't the
first time Kotara has run
into a brick wall. When
Berkot’s first opened its
doors in Wilmington in
2010, Kotara requested a
license to sell beer and
wine. Again, the motion
was soundly rejected.

Representatives from
the three Wilmington
liquor stores — Angelo’s,
Wee Sip, and Midtown Mart
— claimed that allowing
Berkot’s to sell beer and
wine would essentially put
them out of business.

In 2011, the city made
it easier to obtain a license
to sell beer and wine, and
Berkot’s won the right to
offer customers such
refreshments in August,
2011.

Neither Kotara or
another representative of
Berkot’s Super Foods
attended the June 4 city
council meeting, nor did
Kotara respond to a request
asking for his thoughts and
input on the rejection of
the upgraded liquor
license.

Coke Family
Soda- 24 pk 12 oz cans

Wilmington men
charged with
gunrunning, drugs

Wilmington Police
warned the public of a
heavy police presence in
the 400 block of Fulton
Street around 2 p.m.
Monday, June 3.

The advised there was
no threat to the public but
to steer clear of the area
while several area police
agencies were arresting two
men accused of running
guns, according to Joliet
Police spokesman Dwayne
English.

The Joliet agency was
the lead team involved in
two raids that resulted in
the arrest of Robert
Delacruz, 35, and Aaron
David, 37, both of
Wilmington, who were
charged with gunrunning,
three counts of unlawful
sale of guns, possession of a
controlled substance and
possession of drug para-
phernalia. They were taken
to the Will County Jail.

The pair of arrests were
made after an investiga-
tion that began several
months ago.

Delacruz and David
were identified as suspects

in the unlawful sale of mul
tiple guns, Englisl
explained. Delacruz anc
David allegedly, unlawfully
sold guns to people ir
exchange for cash and nar
cotics during this time.

On Monday, member
of the narcotics, tactical
and K9 unit from the Jolie
Police Department as wel
as members from the Wil
County Sheriff’s Office
Grundy County Sheriff*
Office, and the Wilmingtor
Police Department raidec
the pair of homes fo
Delacruz and David.

Officers recovered -
handgun, ammunition
and drug paraphernalia.

Upon search of David’
residence located in the
23000 block of Coal City
Road in Wilmington, offi
cers recovered six rifles
seven handguns  anc
ammunition.

Prior to the searcl

SEE RAID PAGE 2
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Prairie Farms
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Gallon
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Skim Milk-

$3.49/ea
-61¢/ea

$288

a
when buying 2 with

when buying 2

digital coupon - LIMIT 2*
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Big tech companies going green

Dear EarthTalk: Which
of the big tech companies
are considered the greenest
now?

- B.P.via email

As global demand for
sustainable practices inten-
sifies, the race among
major tech companies to
adopt green practices has
become highly competi-

tive.

Many tech giants,
including Microsoft, Apple
and Google are pursuing
demanding sustainability
goals.

Microsoft has set the
most ambitious target: to
run entirely on renewable
energy by 2025, to go car-
bon-negative by 2030, and

to neutralize all past emis-
sions dating back to 1975
by 2050. Also, Microsoft has
mandated its suppliers
report their emissions since
2021 and has implemented
a carbon tax on its supply
chain.

In May 2024, the com-
pany signed the largest cor-
porate clean energy deal,
purchasing 10.5 gigawatts
of carbon-free power from
Brookfield Renewable
Partners. Microsoft already
sources electricity from
solar and wind farms across
America, Europe and Asia.

Transparency distin-
guishes Microsoft from
other major tech compa-
nies: It has openly invested
in carbon offset projects,
such as installing clean
stovetops in Kenya and
protecting Indonesian
forests, and has supported
renewable energy infra-
structure, including backup
generation for Wyoming
solar grids and energy stor-

age batteries in Ireland.

In 2020, Microsoft
founded the Climate
Innovation Fund, invest-
ing $1 billion in over 35
companies developing cli-
mate technology solutions
for underserved commu-
nities.

Apple differs in that it
mainly makes physical
products. Apple hopes to
limit its annual carbon
emissions to less than 10
million ‘unavoidable’ met-
ric tons by 2030 and reach
zero net emissions via car-
bon offsets and removal.

In 2022, Apple’s carbon
footprint was a staggering
22.5 million metric tons, 75
percent produced during
manufacturing and 20 per-
cent generated during
product use and trans-
portation.

Since production
accounts for most of
Apple's emissions, the
company has prioritized
material and energy sourc-
ing. The 2019 MacBook
Air's external enclosure is
100 percent recycled alu-
minum, reducing the prod-
uct's carbon footprint by
nearly half.

Also, Apple is develop-
ing more durable and ener-
gy-efficient products and
powering its production
lines, offices and data cen-
ters with clean energy. And
Apple has many carbon off-

Farmers
market
June 20

The Wilmington Park
District will be is holding
the first farmers market of
the summer on Thursday,
June 20, from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. on North Water Street.

The street and public
parking lot will be blocked
off to allow for live music,
vendors  with  locally
sourced veggies, and good
eats from food trucks.
Come browse the creative
works of local makers and
artisans. Other market
dates will be July 18, August
17 and September 19.

PEO Chapter
GK to meet

PEO Chapter GK will
hold their annual brunch
on Saturday, June 15, at 9
a.m. at the United
Methodist Church, 401 E.
Kahler Rd., Wilmington.

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

MICROSOFT HAS SET the most ambitious targets of any of
the tech cos: to run entirely on renewable energy by 2025,
to go carbon-negative by 2030, and to neutralize all past
emissions dating back to 1975 by 2050.

set/removal projects, most-
ly to protect and restore
wetlands, grasslands and
forests.

Google has striven to
neutralize its carbon emis-
sions since its founding in
1998, and aims to exceed
carbon  neutrality by
becoming carbon-free by
2030. Its carbon-free plan
includes three phases: off-
setting, reducing and elimi-
nating emissions.

For two decades,
Google has used “high-
quality” carbon offsets and
renewable energy.
However, Google's lack of
clarity about what consti-
tutes “high-quality” makes
it difficult to verify their
sustainability claims. Since
2017, Google has increased

reliance on wind and solar
power and hopes to power
all facilities soon with local-
ly sourced carbon-free
electricity. Sun and wind
energy can be unpre-
dictable and insufficient for
large-scale tech operations.

To address this, Google
collaborated with its sub-
sidiary DeepMind to devel-
op machine learning sys-
tems that forecast wind
farm output up to 36 hours
in advance and worked
with local authorities to
optimize solar panel place-
ment.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Native American people
5. Very long periods of time (Brit.)
10. Schoolboard accessory
12. Rods
14. One who renews
16. Sculpted body part
18. Chatter incessantly
19. __ King Cole, musician
20. Plates on a turtle’s shell
22. University of Utah athlete
23. The world of the dead
25. Singer Redding
26. Former Yankee great Mattingly
27. Prefix indicating wrongly
28. Unhappy
30. Anger
31. Dark brown or black
33. Restaurants have a lot of them
35. Made a mistake
37. Damp
38. Type of gasoline
40. Actor LeBlanc
41. Perform in a play
42. One8 mother
44. Prohibit
45. Swiss river
48. Part of a banana
50. Indian hand clash cymbals
52. Relative biological effectiveness
(abbr.)
53. Agave
55. Noted journalist Tarbell
56. Computer firm
57. Type of record
58. Bacterium that can cause infec-
tion
63. Sheaths enclosing the spinal
cord
65. A narrow opening (as in a rock
wall)
66. Pattern
67. Very eager to see something

CLUES DOWN
1. Witch
2. Utilize
3. Writing utensil
4. Places to perform
5. Subsides
6. Consume
7. Athleisure clothing brand
8. California town
9. Atomic #50
10. The Muse of lyric and love
poetry
11. Creates anew
13. Humorous commentaries
15. Cool!
17. Most ignoble
18. Soggy dirt
21. Designed to be useful
23. Hebrew unit of liquid capacity
24. High schoolersitest
27. One-time internet accessory
29. City in India
32. Furniture
34. You have likely chatted with one
35. Pass or go by
36. Proof of purchase
39. A digital tape recording of
sound
40. More (Spanish)
43. Disfigured
44. White (Spanish)
46. Building occupied by monks
47. Georgia rock band
49. Device that generates intense
beam of light
51. State of agitation
54. Make by braiding
59. Local area network
60. Unit of work or energy
61. Indigenous person of Thailand
62. Liquefied natural gas
64. Distance to top
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CLASSIFIEDS

Deadlines
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Classified Display
Fridays - 5 p.m.
Classified Word Ads
Mondays - hoon

The Free Press Newspapers will be responsible for the first
incorrect insertion, and its liabilities shall be limited to the price
on one insertion. The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right

to classify correctly, edit, reject or cancel any advertisement at
any time in accordance with its policy. All ads must be checked
for errors the first week of publication by the advertiser.

Phone (815) 476-7966 or (815) 634-0315

for details.

— GLASSIFIED DEADLINES —

Pre-payment required for all classified ads unless customer has a pre established business account

The Braidwood Journal — The Coal City Courant — The Free Press Advocate

Line Ads are up to 30 words
(20¢ for each word over 30)
1 wK.-$17: 2 wks.- $21;

3 wks.- $25; 4 wks.-$29*
$1.00 Extra per line for bold or

caps on classified
*plus .0399% with credit card

Cost

BUSINESS
PROPERTIES
FOR RENT

For Rent in Wilmington
Office/Shop on
Chicago Street, avail-
able Sept. 1, 2024.
Also, mini storage on
Chicago Street. Call
815-693-6030, leave
message and number.
ca23-25

GARAGE SALES GARAGE SALES GARAGE SALES LOST & FOUND
Braidwood,  Garage BRAIDWOOD Coal City, 1110 E. 3rd Have you found a lost
and craft sale. 200 S. GARAGE SALE DAYS Street. Friday and Sat- pet or lost a pet in Will
Division St., Thurs., Friday and Saturday, June

June 13 and Fri., June
14, 9am-4pm; Sat.,
June 15, 9am-2pm.
Good assortment of
household & kitchen
items, pots, pans,
utensils, knives, new
and used watches.
Handcrafted items: af-
ghans, hats, scarves.
Too much to list. ca24

HELP WANTED

< TRINITY

Services, Inc.

NOW HIRING

Full or Part Time Job Coach

Monda

- Friday 10am-6pm

Flexible Days
$18.00/hour

“Helping people with disabilities and mental

illness flourish and live full and abundant lives.

a

For more information call §15-476-5405 or
apply at 1197 South Buchanan, Wilmington
www trinifyservices.org

June 14th & 15th,
8AM-3PM. Maps avail-
able at the First
Presbyterian Church
on Main & Lincoln St.
Look for the Tye Dye
banners at each sale.

No rain date.
cc22-24

Braidwood, 395 N.
Walker St., rain or

shine. Fri. & Sat., June
7-8 and Fri. & Sat.,
June 14-15 from
8AM-3PM. Multi-family
garage sale. ltems in-
clude kitchen and other
household items, boys
clothing sizes 5
through 7, other misc.
clothing, baby car seat,
high chair, and many
other items. cc23-24

Coal City, 480 N. First
Ave., Thurs., Fri. &
Sat., June 13, 14, 15
from 8AM-3PM. Bob
Jogger Stroller, um-
brella stroller, toddler
bed w/mattress, ladies
clothing S-XL, Victoria
Secret bras, girls cloth-
ing NB-3T, boys cloth-
ing NB-6, mens cloth-
ing XL, misc. cc23-24

urday, 14-15,
9AM-2PM. Large ga-
rage sale. All items
reasonably priced.
Bike, clothing, house-
hold items, quilts &
much more. cc24

Wilmington, Deer
Ridge Park, multi-
house. Look for signs
on 129 just south of
Coal City road.
Fri. & Sat., June 14-15,
8AM-4PM. Free 6
month old kitten, neu-
tered, all shots, love-
able lap cat. 10x12 alu-
minum gazebo with
netting, in carton,
$1,450 now $950. ca2

Wilmington, Deer
Ridge Park. 32759
Nikki Lane. Friday &
Saturday, June 14-15,
8AM-2PM. Avon,
books, household,
dishes, new clothes.
cc24

HELP WANTED

The Wilmington VFW
at 557 W. Baltimore St
is hiring a full-time
cook. Must have man-
ager's certification or
take class to get one.
Hours noon to 8pm
Tues. through Sat.
Stop in for application
at the bar. ch21-24.

GRUNDY

COUNTY’S
_#1 HOME SELLER :-.

Source: Midwest Real Estate DataBase, (MLS) Single Family Detached Homes Sold in 2023 By Grundy County Offices.

SEE EVERY HOME ON THE MARKET AT

G21.COM

County? Please call
Will County Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite your family,
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available
for parties, showers &
meetings. Seats 100
people, full kitchen
available. If interested
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal
City, 815-634-8332. ch

HPZ Pet Rover Run
performance stroller for
dog. Made in USA with
heavy-duty tubing.
Holds up to 50 Ibs.
Life-time warranty.
Retails for  $363.
Asking $100. Call Eric
815-922-7966.

PETS

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats.
New! Brew and Chew
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il
60481 815-476-5104
slewis@trinity-
services.org.

business cards
dinner tickets

letterhead

full color copies

We'll take care of your printing needs from start to finish.

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF
REAL ESTATE of 725
East Rose Lane, Godley,
IL 60407 (The property is
a single family. The prop-
erty has a two car garage.
The garage is attached.
The exterior is vinyl siding.
The color is yellow. The
gas is on. The water is on.
The property does not
have a fence. The vacan-
cy is un-known for this res-
idency.). On the 27th day
of June, 2024 to be held
at 12:00 noon, at the Will
County Courthouse, 100
W. Jefferson Street, Room
904, Joliet, IL 60432,
under Case Title:
FLAGSTAR BANK, N.A.
Plaintiff V. Michael J
Toothman  Defendant.
Case No. 23 FC 0246 in
the Circuit Court of
the  Twelfth  Judicial
Circuit, Will  County,
lllinois. Terms of Sale: ten
percent (10%) at the time
of sale and the balance
within  twentyfour (24)
hours. No judicial sale
fee shall be paid by the
mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accordance
with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the

STORAGE

T RN R \:ﬂ

\

T

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50

515 Davy Lane, Wilmington

fliers

raffle tickets
envelopes
business forms

(819)
942-9190

21

CENTURY 21

Coleman-Hornsby

99% Gustomer
Satisfaction
Rating
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Jason Hendron Construction, LLC.
CABINETRY, GRANITE & QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS

DESIGN & SALES

g

JSICABINETRY

@)=
S it

VISIT OUR SHOWRQOOM: 450 DAVY LANE - WILMINGTON
Monday - Friday 9-5 & Saturday 9-12

(815) 790-1235

SHORKEY: PAINTING
cst. (815)1 546-1321

Interion/Exterior

198°

SHOP LOCAL!

LIFTED

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
CONCRETE RAISING

Spray Foam Concrete
Insulation Raising
* garages * driveways
*pole buildings = sidewalks
» attics * patios
* basements « stairs
+ commercial « and more!
*industrial

Wilmington  815-200-6880

G- SKYLINE

EST. 1858

616 Davy Lane
Wilwmington

e

FARMERS

INSURANCE

(~ 0

MELODIE J. LUCKETT

326 E. Baltimore St.
Wilmington, IL 60481
Office 815-476-5242
Cell 815-671-1356
mluckett@farmersagent.com

Agent, Notury

Auto « Home
Lile » Commercial

A & E SEPTIC SERVICE

Pumping - Repairs - New Installation
Sewer Rodding - Sanitary - Party Potties
Ed Bonnivier

* 634-4691

| FULLCOLOR
- Banners -

- Yard Signs -
- Post Cards -
- Brochures -

Customized to your liking.
Competitive prices.

THE FREE PRESS

111§, Water St., Wilmington, 1L

+ Driveway stone

+ Pulverized topsoil

« Pool & play sand

+ Hardwood mulch

+ Decorative stone

+ Bobcat Service
We Deliver!

www.jdlandscapesupply.com
815-478-3717
708-921-3535

Mini Storage
CLEMENTINE'S

CLOSETS

515 Davy Lane,
Wilmington

Affordable
Clean, Secure
Monthly Rentals

No Deposit Required
815-530-0200

unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal
fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4)
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the lllinois
Condominium  Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send written
notice pursuant to
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the
amount of the surplus and
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact:

MCCALLA RAYMER
LEIBERT PIERCE

1 N. Dearborn Suite 1300
Chicago, lllinois 60602
P: 312-346-9088

F:
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-

MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

Published in the Free

Press Newspapers on
Wed., June 5, 12
19, 2024.

REAL ESTATE

WANTED
SCRAP METAL

* Farm Machinery

* Garden Tractors
* Snowmaobiles

* Appliances

* Anything Metal

Free pickup
7 days
815-210-8819

Stop in for a free competitive quote
111 S. Water St., Wilmington
Ph. 815-476-7966

\

banners

posters

resumes

yard signs and more

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand Words
Photography
385 N. Second Ave.
Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

ch10-25

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices.
INSULATION. Keep
your house cooler in
summertime and
warmer in the winter.
Free estimate for
blown in insulation for
attics from Mike Collins
Roofing. Lic #
104.007296. Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ck21-46

PAINTING
Interior only,

25 years experience,
referrals available.
Call 815-585-0904.

cc21-24

Ron’s Drywall, Hang,
Tape & Paint, 25 years
experience. Reason-
able rates including
drywall repairs, plaster
repairs, cracks, holes,
& patches. Carpenter
available by request.

815-549-5136. cc21-
28
GOODS
FIREARMS

2 Crossbows - Horton
RDX reverse draw with
scope. Excellent condi-
tion, used one season
$700.00. Ten Point Pro
Elite with Red Dot
Scope, hard case and
accessory kit. Very
good condition
$450.00. Call 815-354-
1811. ca24-27

SISTEK RENTALS

We SELL, REPAIR, and RENT

Outdoor Power Equipment

=) &=
YOUR NEXT MOWER®

815-237-8298

*Now Offering IL Public Adjuster Services

FREE PROPERTY INSPECTIONS
- Shingle/Flat Roofs
- Gutters

- Siding

- Fascia/Soffit

- Insurance Claims

IL State License # 104-002993

740 Ock Street ® South Wilmington, IL

ORDER YOUR BUSINESS CARDS
from the Free Press Newspapers
Call 815-476-7966 and ask for Eric

VIKING RQFING

B COMNSTRUCTION CORP

*

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

(815) 476-6010
WWW.VICC.US
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WILDCAT SPORTS
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FUTURE FIREBIRD—Wilmington graduate Cade McCubbin will play baseball at Carthage
Colleg in Kenosha, WI after recently signing a letter of intent with the support of his par-
ents Jason and Jill Garrelts, and WHS coach Mike Bushnell.

WHS graduates sign to play college ball

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

Where are two Wildcat
baseball players going next
after winning a third place
state trophy?

Not Disney World.
Instead, they’re thinking
college to continue playing
baseball, as they recently
sign letters of intent actu-
ally before capping their
Wildcat career with a state
trophy.

Catcher Cade
McCubbin has committed
to Carthage College in
Kenosha, WI, a four-year
private college located
along the shores of Lake
Michigan.

McCubbin was a
three-sport athlete at WHS,
quarterbacking the
Wildcats to a Class 2A state
football championship,
recuperated from ankle
surgery during the basket-
ball season, and was a
steadfast catcher during
the 28-2 baseball season
that included All-
Conference honors.

McCubbin will join
the Firebirds who had a 23-
18 season playing Division
III teams.

“I went on a visit and
really liked the place,”
McCubbin said. “It’s on the
lake so the campus is pret-
ty nice, and they contacted
me and said they'd really
like me to play for them.”

McCubbin said he

focused on baseball over
other sports because he

loves the game and has
been playing it since he
was a youngster.

“I really didn’t consid-
er football or basketball
when it came to college
athletics. If I had some
height maybe.”

McCubbin liked the
fact that the Firebirds had
a winning season and he
hopes to be a contributor
to the program. He knows
he’ll have to work hard to
get a starting spot but is
not afraid to commit.

“I just think they've
got a good program going
and look forward to being a
part of it,” he said.

Carthage College is
known as one of only two
liberal arts colleges in the
country to lead NASA’s
Space Grant Consortium,
sending students into
zero-g for more than a
decade.

McCubbin intends to
keep his feet on the ground
in a field of study that
involves sports manage-
ment.

JOE CORTESE

Teammate Joe Cortese
will continue to wear pur-
ple and white like the
Wildcats only now for the
Wolves at Joliet Junior
College.

He signed to become a
pitcher in the JJC rotation,
that’s after not throwing a
pitch during the Wildcat’s
state-run season. Cortese
was in the dugout this
Spring recuperating from
knee surgery.

“It’s been a long recov-
ery with twice a week ther-
apy but I've come a long
way,” Cortese noted. “I
look forward to the day I
can get back on the mound
and prove I still have it.”

Like McCubbin,
Cortese was a three-sport
athlete, playing on the
state football team, basket-
ball games until injury
early in the season, and
sidelining him for the
baseball season.

“It was tough not
being able to get out there
on the field during the
state run,” Cortese admit-
ted. “I am glad I was still
able to lend my support to
the players and the coach-
es though, I will do what I
can atJJC.”

The Wolves completed
a 24-31 season under fifth
year coach Greg Braun.
Cortese said he knows the
program and said he hopes
to blend in for his first two
years of college.

“I feel luck to be able
to have a quality junior col-
lege nearby. It’s close to
home, the academics are
good, the athletics are
good, and it’s reasonably
priced for two years of col-
lege,” Cortese said.

“I'm thinking about
business =~ management
with a focus in sports man-
agement. I get my two
years in and do some
pitching at JJC and we’ll
see from there. I want to
transfer to a four-year col-
lege but we'll see if it
includes baseball.”

WHS GRADUATE Joe Cortese recently signed a letter of intent to play baseball at Joliet

Junior College. With him for the signing are his parents Paul (left) and Julie Cortese, along
with WHS coach Mike Bushnell.

When was the last time you
saw a primary care provider?

The board-certified primary care providers at Morris Hospital Diamond-Coal City
Campus specialize in providing quality, compassionate care for patients of all ages!
They serve as excellent resources for:

» lliness and Injuries

e Acute and Chronic
Conditions

« Preventive Medicine

Dr. Spyro Analytis
Internal Medicine

Dr. Darakhshan Anjum
Pediatrics

« Routine Check-Ups

« Nutrition and Lifestyle
Counseling

« Behavioral Health

Stacey Johnson

It’s time to schedule <

back-to-school and
sports physicals!

= Immunizations
« Physicals
« Screening Tests

Dr. Olga Peplos
Family Nurse Practitioner Internal Medicine

Call 815-634-3500

to schedule

an appointment.
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FROM A WILDCAT to a Falcon—Wilmington senior Brody Benson signed a letter of intent
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o

WISCONSIN

to play football at Concordia University in Wisconsin. With him for his signing are his sis-
ter Jessica Benson (seated, from left) and his mother Christina Wallace. Standing is
Wilmington coach Jeff Reents.

Benson ready to soar
with the Concordia Falcons

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

He’'s one of two
Wildcat starters who can
honestly say he twice won
a state football champi-
onship.

Senior Brody Benson
was a starting right guard
his sophomore year when
Wilmington won the 2021
Class 2A title in DeKalb.
This past fall, he returned
to state a second time
when the ‘Cats defeated
Athens, 28-3, at Hancock
Stadium in Normal, earn-
ing his second state cham-
pionship medal. The other
one was starting line-
backer Brendan Moran.

Now the two-time
state champ is headed to
Concordia University of
Wisconsin where he hopes
to be a part of another
championship team.

Benson will serve the
Falcons well as a linemen
with a 6’4", 245 frame. His
experience playing in high
caliber games with a varsi-
ty group with 36 wins and
only three losses bodes
well for a D3 program with
three losses in 2023, rank-
ing second in the confer-
ence.

“Obviously, ending
my high school career on a
high note like a state
championship was pretty
spectacular,” the All
Conference lineman and
wrestler said. “I think T'll
have high expectations for
myself to contribute
toward a winning program
with a new team. I intend
to put in the work and give
them my best. I've been
lucky to live with that cul-
ture here at Wilmington
under coach Reents and
hopefully I can carry that

through.”
Benson looked at
other colleges like

Augustana, Aurora and
Benedictine but in the end
he was lured back to
Concordia in Mequon, WI,
about 15 minutes north of
Milwaukee.

“They had my major
(athletic training) and I
just really liked the cam-
pus. It’'s pretty amazing
how it’s built into the bluffs
of Lake Michigan. There
are underground tunnels
between the dorms and
buildings. You don't have
to step outside in the win-
ter to go to your classes.
It's gorgeous.”

Benson got his start in
football in the youth pro-

|

LANDON DOOLEY (FRONT CENTER) is surronded by his parents, step parents, and step
brother as he celebrates his commitment to wrestle at Millikin University in the Fall.

gram at Seneca. A move to
Wilmington resulted in
him playing three years as
a Bobcat. His size benefit-
ed the Wildcats the past
four years.

“I knew almost all of
the Seneca players so it
was sweet to beat them in
the playoffs after they beat
us early in the season. That
playoff game (a 20-14
overtime win for the
Wildcats) was unbeliev-
able. It was a win that is
still hard to describe. It was
a game I'll never forget.”

It’s exactly that type of
the battled-tested player
Falcon coach Greg Etter is
looking for.

“Seems like I went all
over and met different
coaches but they didn't
conform. I liked the coach-
es at Concordia and their
facilities and program are
really what I was hoping
for,” Benson said.

“I know that they're
an upbeat offense. So it's
gonna be a change. Some
of the times they'll do no
huddle but I think I can
adapt to that. I'll have to
make some adjustments.”

But coming from a
first-rate program like
Wilmington’s, odds are
Benson will fit right in.

CHIBAGE:

(Sitting, from left) Barb Swisher, Landon Dooley, and Tom Dooley. (Standing) Justin
Swisher, Matt Swisher, and Tiny Dooley.

Two ‘Cats to play opposite
each other in Shrine Game

They've been team-
mates all their lives by
come June 15, WHS gradu-
ates Joe Allgood and
Brendan Moran will play
against each other during
the Illinois  Coaches
Association and  the
Shriners of Illinois’ Illinois
High School Shrine foot-
ball game at Tucci Stadium
on the campus of Illinois
Wesleyan University in
Bloomington.

The Wildcat lineback-
ers were teammates on the
Wildcat 2023 state champi-
onship 2A team and have
been chosen among the
state’s best football players
to play in the 50th annual
Shrine game.

Kick-off is scheduled
for Saturday, June 17th at
11 a.m. The pregame fes-
tivities will begin at the sta-
dium starting at 10am.

Ninety-two of the
state’s best participate in

this all-star game to raise
money for  Shriners
Hospital for Children, the
official philanthropy of
Shriners International.

Allgood will play on
the Blue team as #64 while
Moran will be on the Red
team wearing the #44 jer-
sey.

Admission for this All
Star Game is $10 and can
be purchased at the gate.

Last year’s event raised
nearly $17,000 that went
directly to providing out-
standing medical care for
children at the Shriners
Hospitals for Children.

The goal is to create a
fun and exciting environ-
ment for the players, fami-
lies, Shrine kids, and
Shriners and to make this a
signature event for the
Shriners of Illinois. The
featured banquet speaker
will be John Elder, an origi-
nal member of the Illinois

High School Football
Coaches Association who
help plan and started this
event in 1975.

Shriners Hospitals for
Children is a health care
system of 22 hospitals ded-
icated to improving the
lives of children by provid-
ing pediatric specialty
care, innovative research,
and outstanding teaching
programs for medical pro-
fessionals.

Children up to age 18
with orthopedic condi-
tions, burns, spinal cord
injuries, and cleft lip and
palate are eligible for care
and receive all services in a
family-centered environ-
ment, regardless of the
patients’ ability to pay. Visit
the Shriners Hospitals
website at www.shriner-
shospitalsforchildren.org
[2].

Seniors citizens invited to lunch

All area seniors are
invited to a community
senior time on the second
and fourth Wednesday of
each month from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., for a free

lunch and delicious
desserts.

It is held at the First
United Methodist Church
on 401 E. Kahler Rd. in

Wilmington.

There will be friend-
ship, fellowship, games,
bingo, speakers and enter-
tainment. If you have any
questions please call 815-
735-0910.
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