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Sgt. Dan gives WBSA pltch of a lifetime

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

For 32 years Wilmington
police Sgt. Dan Brimer has
kept a watchful eye on the
community.

Brimer, who is about to
retire, said he likes what he has
seen over the years. Especially
when it comes to sports at the
youth and high school levels.

“I've never seen a com-
munity like  Wilmington.
Everyone's always willing to
help each other which makes it
tight knit. I think that comes
from a good base parents and
their involvement in youth
sports,” Brimer said.

“Wilmington is a close-
knit community that puts a lot
of emphasis on sports. That’s
been great for the community
in so many ways,” Brimer said.

Foremost, it gives kids an
understanding about team-
work and building friendships,
Brimer said. It also keeps kids
busy while focusing on suc-
cess.

He should know as he was
one who coached youth base-
ball during the years his son
Tyler was playing.

The Wilmington Baseball
Softball Association recog-
nized his contributions as a
league coach and a softball
tournament organizer to raise
funds for charitable causes, by
naming Brimer the grand mar-
shal of opening day ceremony.

Brimer, in past years,
would have been the officer
stopping traffic for the parade.
But this year he was in the

parade, waiving to spectators.

“It’s a honor to be named
the grand marshal. I never
thought I'd be in this position
to be named the grand mar-
shal. It's humbling to be put in
the same group of other
deserving grand marshals.”

Brimer addressed the
crowd Saturday before throw-
ing the season’s first pitch. He
turned to all the volunteer
coaches in the outfield and
thanked them for stepping up.

“I once was in your shoes
and it may not seems like it
now but it’s a rewarding expe-
rience,” Brimer said. “Without
adoubt the highlight of being a
coach was taking my team to
Cooperstown, NY in 2010. That
was a good time. It didn’t mat-
ter whether we won or lost, it
was more about us having a lot
of fun. We did and I hope you
all get to experience
Cooperstown too.”

He said Wilmington is a
great community to raise a
family and he is thankful so
many parents get involved.

“Kids need to be involved
with sports whether it’s base-
ball, softball, soccer, volleyball
or football. Any sport you can
get them involved with is ben-
eficial. The more activities
they're involved in, the more
people they’ll know, and the
more friends they make. It
teaches them value of friends
and family.”

And Brimer believes that’s
a value that lasts them a life-
time.

WPD to install new
radar units in patrol cars

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The Wilmington Police
Department will outfit their
patrol cars with upgraded
radar units this year.

The City Council dis-
cussed the purchase earlier
this month during the
Committee of the Whole meet-
ing, and was expected to
approve the purchase of the
new units this week.

The department will pur-
chase nine new units, one for
each patrol vehicle in the fleet.

Police department offi-
cials said the purchase will
bring the department up to
date technology wise, and
replace the aging radar units

currently in use.

The units will be pur-
chased from Kustom Signals,
Inc., of Kansas, for a total of
$15,750 which includes ship-
ping. Those units will be paid
for though the department’s
grant funding received from
the Illinois Department of
Transportation.

The committee also
reviewed the WPD’s monthly
activity log for the month of
March. Activity included:

* 4 Pedestrian/Suspicious
Stops

* 147 Business (Walk and
Talk) Checks

* 8,801 Premise Checks

¢ 8 misdemeanor and/or

SEE WPD, PAGE 2
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RETIRING POLICE SGT. Dam Brimer throws the honorary first
pitch of the season Saturday during the Wilmington Baseball
Softball Assocation opening day ceremony.

Friday Night Lights to be
updated in Wilmington

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

When the Wilmington
Wildcat football team takes to
the field in the fall of 2023, it
will be under new and
improved lighting conditions.

Earlier this month, the
members of the Wilmington
School District 209-U Board of
Education approved a meas-
ure to put up new lighting at
Jeff Reents Stadium.

“Last year, we looked at
replacing our football lights,”
Assistant Superintendent

Kevin Feeney told members of
the board last week during
their regular monthly meeting.
“We ran into a little bit of a
snag because we found out we
needed new poles, so were
going to redo the whole thing.”

The district was initially
looking to potentially replace
the lights with LED lighting, by
utilizing available ComEd
energy saving credits to keep
costs low. But as those plans
progressed, the decision was

SEE LIGHTS, PAGE 2

A TRAIL OF CANDY is left behind during the
WBSA's annual Opening Day parade along
Bridge Street to the South Island Park. Players
and coaches tossed out lots of candy to the

JUMPING FUPIayers and coaches on the Aperion Care softball team walk Bridge
Street to the South Island park during the annual opening day parade and ceremony

held on Saturday.
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few spectators who showed up despite the
cold. That was fine for this young lady who
had ample pickings.

Sugardale

Bacon-11b

Regular or Thick Cut

Blue Ribbon Classics

lce Cream- 48 oz
EACH

LIMIT 4

OMEMADE |
VANILLA ‘{

Wilmington plans
for summer
internship program

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The City of Wilmington is
planning a youth internship
program for local high school
and college students, in an
effort to earn some work expe-
rience while learning about
local government.

The Mayor’s Internship
Program was created this year
with the goal to provide work-
force experience and give
those interns a chance to build
their resumes.

The program will be open
to students who attend or have
graduated from Wilmington
High School, or who are cur-
rently enrolled at JJC.

“The point is really trying
to bring awareness to students
about public service, and offer
opportunities to youth who
are attending school in the
area,” city administrator
Jeannine Smith said earlier
this month, during the regular
meeting of the Committee of
the Whole.

The program will provide
meaningful, measurable, stu-
dent-centered programs that

align with grade-level stan-
dards, city leaders noted.

According to the staff
report, interns can expect to:

e Gain valuable profes-
sional experience in local gov-
ernment departments

* Help the City to deliver
exceptional service to neigh-
borhoods and residents

* Hone and/or find your
passion for public service

e Participate in fun social
events with other interns

e Interact with city offi-
cials and civic leaders in
Wilmington

Applicants should have
communication, interperson-
al, and organizational skills,
strong writing and critical
thinking skills, and experience
with office software including
Microsoft Office and Google
Suites

The council was expected

SEE INTERNS, PAGE 2
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MADI STRONG steps into the circle for the Wilmington Middle

School shot put toss last week.

The WMS track and field
team did outstanding at our
annual IVC championship. On
a cold, blustery and sometimes
snowy day on Saturday, April
22, the Wilmington Middle
school track and field team
met the entire Illinois Valley
Conference in Seneca for a
chance to earn a conference
championship.

The seventh grade boys
finished in fifth place out of 10
teams and eighth grade boys
were seventh of 10 teams. The
seventh grade girls took sec-
ond out of 11 teams and eighth
grade girls earned nineth out
of 11 teams.

Seventh grade Girls per-
formances:

McKenna Van Tilburg first
place in the 100m with a time
of 13.82

Madisyn Knight third
place in the 100m with a time
of 13.99

Mckenna Van Tilburg first
place in the 200m with a time
of 30.36

Madisyn Knight second
place in the 200m with a time
or 30.74

The Govero twins Payton
and Lilly placed fourth and
sixth in the 400m with times of
1:15.03 and 1:15.22

Tracy Jones placed sev-
enth in the 1600m with a time
of 7:04.63

In the hurdles McKenna
Van Tilburg and Aubree
Jandura placed first and sec-
ond with times of 18.24 and
18.46. Mckenna also broke her
own school record which was
18.34.

The seventh grade girls
4X100m team of Mckenna Van
Tilburg, Payton govero, Aubree
Jandura and Madisyn knight
placed first with a time of
57.51.

The seventh grade girls
4X200 team of Lilly govero,
Karissa Fritz, Madisen Van
Duyne, Khloe Longest placed
5th with a time of 2:15.20

The seventh grade girls
4X400 team of Lilly govero,
Julia Prescott, MadisenVan
Duyne, Payton govero placed
3rd with a time of 5:33.13

In shot out Sarai Duran
placed third with a throw of
22’8.5”

Sophia Albright placed
sixth in shot put with a throw
of 20’5”

Madisyn Knight rounded
out the scoring with a third
place in long jump with a jump
of 13'4.75”

The girls that competed at
the eighth grade level were
Aubree Jandura with a eighth
place in the 100m with a time
of 15.32

Aubree also placed fifth in
the 200m with a time 33.55.

Hurdlers Madisen Van
Duyne and Karissa Fritz fin-
ished sixth and eighth with
times of 20.22 and 21.16.

eighth grade girls 4X200
team of Breanna Helfert, Tracy
Jones, Violet Turcany, Taylor
Stickel placed sixth with a time
of 2:33.74.

Eighth grade girls 4X400
team of Mickenzie Marquette,
Karissa Fritz, Khloe Longest,
Taylor Stickel placed sixth with
a time of 5:59.74

I'm discus Sarai Duran
placed 8th with a throw of
49’77

In Long jump Madisen
Van Duyne placed seventh
with a jump of 12’8.5”

Seventh grade boy placers
are:

Cole boersma and Trey
Weitendorf placing sixth and
seventh place in the 100m with
times of 14.13 and 14.29.

Cole boersma placed sec-
ond in the 400m with a time of
1:01.76

Hurdler Zander Van
Duyne placed seventh with a

WMS track gets up
to speed at IVC event

TURN AND THROWX Sarai
Duran hurls the shot put during
middle school competition last
week.

time of 22.18

The seventh grade boys
4X100 relay team of Eli Spicer,
Tanner Katina, Liam
Anderson, Zander Van Duyne
placed sixth with a time of
1:07.20

The seventh grade boys
4X400 team of Zander Van
Duyne, Liam Anderson,
Tanner katina, Eli spicer
placed 6th with a time of
5:47.63

In high jump Trey
Weitendorf placed first with a
jump of 4’117

Trey also placed first in the
long jump with a jump of
17’4.5” which broke his previ-
ous record of 17°0”. This jump
also broke the IVC record
which was 17°0” by Coal City’s
Asa Cooper.

Cole Boersma placed
fourth in the long jump with a
jump of 14’10.5”

The boys that competed
on the eighth grade team were
Cooper Holman and Ryan
Schraeger placing second and
eighth in the 100m with times
of 13.00 and 13.55

Triston helfert placed
eighth in the 200m with a time
0f29.41

Ryan schraeger came
away with a first place finish in
the 400m with a time of 1:01.09

Hurdlers Cooper Holman
and Triston helfert placed 3rd
and seventh with times of
18.09 and 20.50

Eighth grade boys 4X100m
relay team of Cooper Holman,
Ryan Schraeger, Cole Boersma,
Trey Weitendorf placed fourth
with a time of 53.28

The eighth grade boys
4X200 relay team of Triston
helfert, drew Daniels, Levi
Beasley, jimmy lewsader
placed sixth with a time of
2:09.30

The eighth grade boys
4X400 relay team of El
Strohmeyer, drew Daniels,
jimmy lewsader, Eli Van Duyne
placed seventh with a time of
5:33.63

In high jump Cooper
Holman placed eighth with a
jump of 4’10” and Ryan
schraeger placed eighth in the
long jump with a jump of
14’6.5”

Outstanding job by all
athletes in attendance includ-
ing: Cain Machalek, Colton
iwen, Ian Turcany and Madi
Strong!

Pictures are from top
Sophia Albright, Madi Strong,
Cole Cutter and from

left to right Cole Cutter,
Colton Iwen, Evan Cravens
and Ian Turcany.
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READY TO HIT for the Wilmington varsity softball team is senior Olivia Hansen.

Lady ‘Cats rally to defeat the Comets

The Wilmington Wildcats softball
team improved to 4-13 with a win against
Reed-Custer on Monday.

Wilmington took an early lead scor-
ing two in the first and three in the second
innings leading the game 5-1. The Comets
scored four runs to tie the game 5-5 in the
bottom of the fourth.

The game remained tied until the top
of the sixth when the Lady Cats score four
runs giving them the lead 9-5. Wilmington
scored again in the top of the first and the
Comets only scored two more runs to end
the game 10-7.

Olivia Hansen pitched all seven
innings for the Lady ‘Cats and came out
with eight strikeouts and gave up seven
hits. Hansen also went 2-for-3 at bat and
had a homerun.

Taylor Stefancic led the Ladycats
going 3-for-5 at bat and had one double
and one triple. Kaitlyn O’'Donnell, Grace
Burkey, Giana Stahulak, Molly Southall
and Alyssa Johnston all had hits and were
able to get on base.

Last Thursday Wilmington took a
hard loss against Beecher. Beecher’s pitch-
er had 10 strikeouts and only gave up two
hits. Meanwhile Wilmington struggled at
the mound. Lexi Strohm pitched three
innings and had one strikeout and gave
up eight hits. Alyssa Johnson came in to
relieve her, only pitching 1.2 innings and
had two strikeouts and gave up two hits.

Molly Southall led the Ladycats offen-
sively with a double and went 1-for-2.
Grace Burkey followed going 1-for-2 with
a single.

Last Tuesday, the Wilmington
Wildcats lost to Herscher 9-3. Both teams
left seven players on base but Herscher
was able to turn eight hits into nine runs.

Photo by Eric Fisher

Photo by Eric Fisher

SLIDING INTO SECOND base for a double against Herscher on Friday is senior Raena

DelAngel.

Olivia Hansen pitched 6 innings with
six strikeouts and gave up eight hits.

Taylor Stefancic led the team offen-
sively going 2-for-4. Molly Southall con-
tributed a single going 1-for-2. Kaitlyn
O’Donnell went 1-for-3.

Last Tuesday Wilmington lost to
Herscher 9-3 as they were riddled with six
errors and left too many runners on base.

The two teams were tied 3-3 in the
top of the third before Herscher had a
four-run third and added insurance runs

in the fifth and sixth.

Hansen suffered the loss, giving up
nine runs (four earned) off eight hits, six
strike outs and one walk.

Freshman Molly Southall who is in
the lineup after earlier injury, singled in a
run. Taylor Stefancic had a pair of hits
while Kaitlyn O’Donnell and Giana
Stahulak each contributed a hit.

The Lady Wildcats will host Lisle
Monday.

[

team is freshman Molly Southall.

Photo by Eric Fisher
FIELDING THE BALL in center for the Wilmington varsity softball

Photo by Eric Fisher

TAGGED AT THIRDX Lady Wildcat Kaitlyn OtDonnell is tagged out
by the Herscher third baseman on Friday. OfDonnell couldn avoid
getting out after waiting at second to see if a popup to the outfield
would be caught. Once it dropped short she hustled to third were

the tag was high, in fact hitting her in the face.

Wildcat runners still
setting personal records

The Running Wildcats split their
squad on April 18 with the freshmen and
sophomores traveling to Coal City to com-
pete in the Frosh-Soph ICE conference
meet and the juniors and seniors going to
compete in the Dwight Invitational.

Final team scores in the F/S meet had
the Wildcats 6th in the girls competition
and 5th in the boys competition.

At Dwight, the three Lady Wildcats
finished 9th in the 11 team meet and the
two boys finished in 11th place. The Cats
set nine personal records (PRs) on the day,
bringing their yearly total to 83.

The lone personal record for the girls
was set by Reese VanDuyne in the high
jump (4’02). Leading the boys was Nate
Cupples with two PRs, one in the 1600
(5:50.63) and the other in the 3200

(12:25.07).

Also setting personal records were
Cody Prindiville in the 800 (2:08.76), Reid
Waldon in the 800 (2:26.02), Ryan Stallard
in the 800 (2:41.80), Floyd McKendrick in
the long jump (13’02.5), Jack Cutter in the
200 (30.64), and the 4X100 relay of Alex
Boyer, Parker Hazzard, McKendrick, and
Reagan Jandura with a time of 54.49

Other girls results were:

Chloe Proffitt - 800 - 2:32.47, 1600 —
5:40.49 - 1ST

Ava Cupples — shot — 21’09, discus —
78’08.5

Reese VanDuyne - 200 - 33.31, 400 —
1:27.31, long jump - 12’08

Jessica Schnittger — shot — 28’03.75,
discus — 72’10.75

Meghan McDowell — shot — 19’09

Other boys results were:

Alex Boyer — 100 - 13.83

Reid Waldron - high jump - 5’02, shot
-33’01.5

Billy Moore - long jump — 16’07, triple
jump - 35'01.5, 400— 54.97 — 1ST

Decklan Proffitt - 300 hurdles — 45.79
— 18T, shot — 32’07.75

Dominic Guzier -discus - 63’03

Sam Payne - discus - 65'09.75

Reagan Jandura - 200 - 29.67

Parker Hazzard — 400 - 1:06.12

4X400 relay - Waldon, Hazzard,
Proffitt, Aiden Poulos — 4:09.02

Wilmington will end a busy week
when they to travel to Herscher on Friday,
to compete in the Herscher Invitational.
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Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

SAFE AT SECOND—Wilmington base runner Ryan Kettmen slides into second Monday at Reed-Custer where Comet second baseman
Connor Esparza jumped high to make certain he caught the ball. The Wildcats defeated the Comets 5-4.

Wildcats slide in with the win

The Reed-Custer baseball
team saw the rival Wildcats
chip away at their early lead
Monday and could not stop
the visitors from winning, 5-4.

Wilmington (9-7) opened
up scoring in the first inning
when Kyle Farrell singled in
two runs before Comet pitcher
Jake McPherson shut them
down over the next three
innings.

The Comets (13-4 over-
all)got to work in the bottom of
the first, scoring a run. They
tied it up 2-2 in the second and
took a 3-2 lead in the third
when Cameron Smith hit a
solo home run. After four
innings the Comets were up 4-
2.

But the ‘Cats scratched
their way back, getting a run in
the fifth and tying it at 4-4 in
the top of the sixth when an
error scored one run for
Wilmington.

The ‘Cats took the lead in
the seventh and held on to win.

Jake McPherson started
on the mound for Comets. The
senior lasted six innings, allow-
ing eight hits and four runs
while striking out 14 and walk-
ing one. Ethan Slager threw
one inning out of the bullpen
with one run off two hits.

Sophomore Lucas Rink led
things off on the mound for
Wilmington. The bulldog last-
ed six innings, allowing nine
hits and four runs while strik-
ing out four. A fired up Farrell
came on in the seventh to
strike out two to help get the
win.
The Comets racked up 10
hits including multiple hits for
Connor Esparza, Colin Esparza
and McPherson (two doubles).
Esparza went 3-for-4 at the
plate to lead Comets. Joe
Stellano, Cole Goodwin and
Smith also contributed in the
batter’s box.

Wilmington collected 10’

Photo by Eric Fisher

QUICK HANDS—Wilmington first baseman Joey Allgood has an easy time tagging out the Herscher

baserunner on Friday.

hits with two hits each for Ryan
Kettman and Cade McCubbin.
Wildcats Reid Juster, Joe
Cortese, Joe Allgood, Joe
Pogliano and Farrell each hit a
single.

Wilmington was sure-
handed in the field and didn't
commit a single error while the
Comets finished with four
errors and left 10 men strand-
ed on base.

Record change

For the first time all sea-
son the Wilmington boys base-
ball team had more wins than
losses on Friday after a shutout
win over Herscher.

The Wildcats have been
climbing their way back after
experiencing a four-game
slump early in the season.

On Friday they looked like
a high-caliber threat, shutting
out the visiting Tigers 10-0 in
five innings.

Wildcat fans delighted in
three runs scored during each
of the first, second and fourth
innings as Wilmington out-hit
Herscher 10 to 3 and commit-

ted only one error. The Tigers
didn’t help themselves by hav-
ing four errors.

Triples were hit by Cade
McCubbin, Lucas Rink and
Reid Juster as Wilmington fin-
ished with nine RBIs. Kyle
Farrell singled and doubled in
two runs as he scored twice.
Rink, McCubbin and Juster all
finished with two hits.

Pitcher Ryan Smith threw
four shutout innings, giving up
three hits and two walks. Jake
Castle took the final inning
with no hits or runs allowed.

It was the second straight
game the Wildcats had beaten
Herscher but 10 runs. On
Wednesday they upended the
Tigers 11-1.

Farrell got the win after 4.1
innings, striking out five and
walking two while giving up
two hits and one run. Joe
Cortese close things in 1.2
innings, striking out three and
walking one.

Herscher led 1-0 in the
opening frame before the ‘Cats
scored three in the third and
four in the fourth then never

looked back.

McCubbin had a 3-for-4
performance at the plate
including a double and three
RBIs. Rink and Castle both hita
triple while Kettman singled,
walked and stole a base.
Cortese also had a hit.

The ‘Cats blewout
Herscher 13-2 on the road last
Tuesday, taking advantage of
13 hits and four Tiger errors.

More than half of their hits
were for extra bases including
triples by Joe Pogliano and
Farrell and doubles for Rink,
Juster, Kettman, Cortese and
Farrell.

Rink finished with four
hits in five trips to the plate,
Farrell had three hits and
Cortese two.

Rink pitched the win over
seven innings with two runs off
seven hits while walking two
and striking out eight.

The Wildcats host G-Sw
Thursday and Lincoln Way
Central Friday. On Monday
they host Lisle before traveling
there on Tuesday.

Photo by Eric Fisher
LEADOFF
HITTING
Ryan
Kettman
squares off
to bunt the
ball last week
during a
shutout
against
Herscher.
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Photo by Zadie Sims
ALEXA CLARK kicks the ball to her teamate on Tuesday’s
game away against Reed-Custer. The wildcats next game is
away a Streator on Thursday.

Lady ‘Cat kickers
win tourney

The Wilmington soccer team won the Body Armour
shootout Sunday, beating Proviso East High School 2-0 and
St. Edward High School 3-1.

Two goals were scored by Alaina Clark during the win
over St. Edward. Alexa Clark scored the other while Ella
Banas was credited with an assist.

Against Proviso East, Banas and Alaina Clark were the
scorers.

Photo by Zadie Sims
STOPING THE BALL is Lily Turcany playing at Reed-Custer
on Tuesday.

Photo by Zadie Sims
ELLA BANAS
kicks the ball
towards the
goal on
Tuesday’s
game against
Reed-Custer.
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