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A pioneer of
Custer Township

STAFF REPORT

A man wanted in connec-
tion with an attempted homi-
cide in the City of Aurora was
stopped by Grundy and Will
County Sheriff’s officers in the
21000 block of Cottage Road,
Wilmington, on Monday where
he ended up turning a gun on
himself and committing sui-
cide.

In a press release issued by
Will County Sheriff, deputies
with the Will County Sheriff’s
Office responded to Cottage
Road in Wilmington to assist
the Grundy County Sheriff’s
Office on a traffic stop around
10 a.m.

While responding,
deputies were advised that
members of the Grundy
County Sheriff’s Office were
attempting to stop a vehicle
that was wanted in connection
with an attempted homicide.

That incident occurred
earlier that morning at approx-
imately 7:31 a.m. when officers
with the Aurora Police

Department responded to the
700 block of Charles Street for
a domestic disturbance.
Information regarding this
incident was disseminated to
police agencies across the state
to locate the fleeing vehicle
and suspect after a shooting
occurred inside of a residence.

Deputies with the Grundy
County Sheriff’s Office located
the vehicle in Grundy County
and attempted to stop it.  After
a brief pursuit, the vehicle
stopped in the 21000 block of
Cottage Road in
Unincorporated Wilmington in
Will County.  The suspect,
Jeffrey Emerson, exited the
vehicle with a firearm. 

Deputies with the Grundy
County Sheriff’s Office
attempted to deescalate the
situation and provided com-
mands to Emerson to put the
weapon down.  He then point-
ed the weapon to his chest and
fired the weapon.

Deputies with the Will
County Sheriff’s Office arrived
on scene and began to coordi-

Suspect shoots
self, dies during 
traffic stop

DEPUTY CHIEF Justin Dole with the Wilmington Police Dept. addresses scamming at First United Methodist Church in Wilmington.

BY ROSE PANIERI
Staff Writer

Annie Jonas (not her actu-
al name), lives in Grundy
County. A few months ago, she
got a call from who she
believed was the police depart-
ment, that her granddaughter
had been arrested and needed
bail money. Every question
Jonas had about the situation
was promptly answered by the
“officer.”

The “police department”
even called back repeatedly to
update her on her grand-
daughter’s arrest. The tone of
the conversation was urgent,
and Jonas felt a sense of dread.

“If I didn’t come up with
bail money they said she'll be
in jail two more weeks than she
needs to be,” Jonas said. “And

he told me he was on the
phone with the judge, trying to
work things out. He called
about four times, which would
have given me plenty of time to
figure it out, but I didn’t
because I was so upset.”

Scammers deliberately
create a sense of urgency or
fear in an attempt to keep you
off balance, increasing the
odds of getting their grubby lit-
tle mitts on your money.

Jonas finally did consult
the Grundy County Sheriff’s
Office and learned her grand-
daughter was not in custody,
that the call was an attempt to
steal from her.

Don’t keep it a secret
When times are hard,

scammers come crawling out
of the woodwork like cock-

roaches. Fortunately, members
of the Wilmington Police
Department and a 20-year vet-
eran of U.S. Bank of
Wilmington don’t want to see
residents scammed. At the
bimontly luncheon at First
United Methodist Church on
April 10, they shared the latest
scams and gave advice on how
to avoid being  fleeced.

Laura Smith of U.S. Bank
of Wilmington began the pres-
entation with some simple, but
effective, advice for potential
victims of scammers.

“One of the biggest things
scammers do is tell you you’ve
won a prize, but they want to
you to keep it a secret,” Smith
said. “If you have any doubt at
all that something is not legiti-
mate, never keep it a secret,
ask someone.”

One of the newer scams
circulating is a seemingly legit-
imate letter from Publishers
Clearing House informing the
recipient that they won a sig-
nificant prize. It appears on the
level until you reach the last
paragraph which warns you to
keep the award letter confi-
dential to “avoid any fraudu-
lent claims.”

Again, Smith asked why, if
you had won a prize you’d
need to keep it a secret.

She addressed ways in
which bankers attempt to pro-
tect customers from scam-
mers. Unfortunately, some
patrons may avoid asking
important questions. 

“Are we going to be nosy?
Yeah. Are we judging you?
Absolutely not,” she said.
“Unfortunately, everybody

thinks we're asking you ques-
tions because we're telling the
government.”

In fact, banks are less con-
cerned about snitching to the
government than protecting
their customers (and therefore,
the bank) from unscrupulous
types attempting  to drain their
bank account.

Have you ever gotten a fat
check out of the blue, for no
reason? It’s awfully tempting to
cash that check, but beware,
sometimes fake checks are a
means for scammers to access
your bank account. 

“We see fake checks all
day, every day,” she said. “So
most of the time I can pick
them out a mile away.”

The bottom line: If some-
one contacts you with some-
thing that sounds too good to

be true, it’s very likely a scam.
And neither your bank nor the
FDIC will protect you if you
wire your money to a “prince”
in Nigeria. Before inadvertent-
ly giving criminals access to
your bank account, call the
bank. Never be afraid or
ashamed to ask a question.

Romeo Oh Romeo
Eric Runions and Sean

Liaromatis, detectives with the
Wilmington Police
Department, warned the audi-
ence about “romance scams.”
Social media has become a
breeding ground for “bounders
and cheats.” Men and women
starved for affection are often
duped into believing they’ve
found their soul mate. 

Runions spoke of a 68-
year-old widow in town that
was schmoozed by a social

Police, U.S. Bank warn residents of scammers

BY LILY TURCANY
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

On Saturday, April 6,
Jeannine Bejlovec, Wilmington
High School  cheerleading
coach, was inducted into the
Illinois High School
Cheerleading Coaches
Organization hall of fame. 

Jeannine’s journey began
at Joliet West High School
where she was a cheerleader.
Following high school she
attended the College of St.
Francis, while there she was a
volunteer assistant coach. 

She has been a coach
since she graduated college.
She began at Minooka Junior
High then Minooka High
School. Later she coached for
the Joliet Township high
schools before taking the posi-

tion at Wilmington High
School.

Jeannine has been coach-
ing for 28 years, 20 of those
years being spent with
Wilmington. With all her expe-
rience, Jeannine has numer-
ous awards under her belt: 

Sixteen time IHSA State
qualifier, nine times in the Top
10, 2016 Small State champi-
on, 2019 Small State champi-
on, 2021 Small State runner-
up, six time Sectional champi-
on, six time Conference cham-
pion, 18 time ICCA qualifiers,
and 2019 ICCA Small champi-
ons.

“I have loved cheerleading
for as long as I can remember
and never imagined I would be
named to a Hall of Fame
among many successful cheer-
leading coaches,” Bejlovec

commented.
Jeannine’s teams have

earned the IHSA All-Team
Academic Award 16 times! In
addition to that they also
received the IHSA
Sportsmanship Award in 2023.

“I truly value and appreci-
ate the dedication of my ath-
letes and their families as well
as the loyalty, assistance and
friendship of the Cheerleading
alum,” she said. “It is very
important to me that the team
upholds our traditions and
culture.” She applauds the
family and athletes of WHS
Cheerleading.

The IHSCCO began the
Hall of Fame last year. Their
goal was to give recognition to
cheerleading coaches who
have made a life-changing
impact on Illinois high school

cheerleading. They established
criteria, received nominations
and the board determined the
inductees. Last year 12 coach-
es were inducted into the Hall
of Fame, this year there were
eight.

“It is a complete honor to
be inducted into the IHSCCO
Coaches Hall of Fame,”
Bejlovec exclaimed. “I am
grateful for the support that I
receive at Wilmington High
School from administration
and staff. This would not be
possible without everyone’s
cooperation and commit-
ment.” 

Bejlovec inducted into hall of fame

JEANNINE BEJLOVEC, WHS Cheerleading Coach, has been
inducted into the IHSCCO Hall of Fame to honor her commitment,
and impact on Illinois High School Cheerleading.  

SEE SCAMMERS PAGE 2

SEE SUSPECT PAGE 2
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Dear EarthTalk: Why are
Bill Gates and Jeff Bezos,
among others, so bullish on
developing nuclear fusion as a
power source?

-- Mark P. Newton, MA
While nuclear fission is

commonly used in nuclear
power plants across the globe,
nuclear fusion is a lesser-
known process. Whereas fis-
sion is the process of releas-
ing energy by splitting atoms
apart, fusion is the opposite. 

During nuclear fusion
light nuclei collide with each
other to form heavier nuclei, a
process that releases large
amounts of energy.

To produce fusion, it
requires a combination of the
hydrogen gasses deuterium
and tritium, which are heated
to over 100 million degrees cel-
sius. The end result is a helium
nucleus and a neutron, formed

from the collision of light
nuclei.

Fusion power offers so
many advantages that many
have heralded it the “Holy
Grail” of clean energy. The
most enticing advantage is
that nuclear fusion produces
no carbon emissions. The only
by-products of the reaction
are small amounts of helium.
There are also abundant

resources to produce fusion.
Deuterium can be extracted
from water and tritium can be
produced from lithium.

Nuclear fusion offers a
safer alternative to nuclear fis-
sion, as a large-scale nuclear

accident is not possible in a
fusion reactor. And unlike fis-
sion, there is no radioactive
waste as a result.

The energy efficiency of
fusion is another major advan-
tage. One kilogram of fusion
fuels could theoretically pro-
vide the same amount of ener-
gy as 10 million kilograms of
fossil fuel.

Many billionaires and tech
moguls have recognized the
potential of nuclear fusion and
have invested in its future, Bill
Gates being the most well-
known. Founded by Gates in
2015, Breakthrough Energy
Ventures is a fund set up to
invest in clean energy transi-
tion innovations.

Breakthrough Energy is
supported and funded by
other well-known billionaires
like Jeff Bezos and Richard
Branson.

In an interview with ABC
News in 2023, Gates said,
“Nuclear energy, if we do it
right, will help us solve our cli-
mate goals.” It is easy to see
why scientific minds want to
invest in nuclear fusion.

So why isn’t nuclear fusion
already implemented across
the states? Nuclear fusion has
proven difficult to implement
and other energy sources often
provide more reliable and con-
sistent energy gains.

It wasn’t until December
2022 that the National Ignition
Facility announced a break-
through in that it was the first
time a nuclear fusion reaction
created a net gain of energy.
There is still much work to be
done to make fusion a reliable
source of energy. Other clean
energy sources have consider-
able head starts on fusion.

The first nuclear fusion
reactor was started up in 1951,
while the first windmills and
solar panels were built in the
1880s. Other energy sources
have had much more time to
be perfected and improved
upon. They also achieve much
higher net energy gains than
fusion.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

Bill Gates and Jeff Bezos goal for developing nuclear fusion

WORKERS AT THE National Ignition Facility (NIF) at Lawrence Livermore National Labs are still work-
ing to get nuclear fusion off the ground as an energy source of the future.

BY KEVIN BESSLER
THE CENTER SQUARE

In an industry that has yet
to develop, Illinois transporta-
tion, manufacturing and agri-
cultural sectors are exploring
opportunities with sustainable
jet fuel.

The inaugural Sustainable
Aviation Fuel Conference
brought together several stake-
holders in Lisle, including the
Illinois Corn Growers
Association and the Illinois
Manufacturers' Association.

“This inaugural event is
bringing together key stake-
holders in the industry to
explore the unique opportuni-

ties this new initiative offers
Illinois and the Midwest,” said
Mark Denzler, president and
CEO of the Illinois
Manufacturers' Association.

“Sustainable aviation fuel
could grow into the largest new
market for the U.S. and Illinois
manufacturers have the
opportunity to be at the fore-
front, creating jobs and taking
the lead in efforts to reduce
global carbon emissions.”

Gov. J.B. Pritzker said
Illinois farmers could play an
integral part in the sustainable
aviation fuel industry.

“Everything you need is
here,” said Pritzker. “We are the
nation’s number one producer

of soybeans, number two pro-
ducer of corn, and we are
responsible for 90% of the U.S.
oil seed production.”

Sustainable aviation fuel
(SAF) can be made from plant
or animal materials including
agricultural waste and can
reduce carbon emissions com-
pared to traditional jet fuel, but
is up to five times more expen-
sive than its counterpart.

"There's one big negative
and that's the cost," Exxon
Mobil Vice President Jack
Williams said at a recent con-
ference near Chicago. "As we
think about how we want to
grow SAF, we have got to focus
on how do we minimize the
costs."

In 2023, Illinois passed an
incentive to support SAF, creat-
ing a $1.50 per gallon purchase
tax credit to support the supply
and use of SAF within the state.
Illinois will give airlines oper-
ating in the state the ability to
claim credit for fuel purchased
if the fuel achieves a reduction
of at least 50% lifecycle green-
house gas emissions when
compared to petroleum jet
fuel.

The Illinois agriculture
industry stands to benefit with
an emerging sustainable avia-
tion fuel sector.

Illinois poised to play integral 
part in sustainable jet fuel

Marta Keane, Will
County’s Recycling Program
Specialist, will offer a presen-
tation to the public at 1 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 24, dur-
ing a Wilmington Garden Club
meeting held at the park dis-
trict building 315 N. Water St.,
Wilmington.

The presentation will be
on the many items recycled
curbside and the many more
that must be recycled at spe-
cial collection sites. Over the
years, as ways to recover and
recycle more materials have
grown, what can and can’t be
recycled can get confusing.

Couple that with “wish
recycling”—a term for people
placing items in the recycling
container they hope can be
recycled but isn’t recyclable—
and miscommunication by

corporations, and it’s clear to
see how frustration has
increased in the recycling
industry.

Common questions
include should you leave caps
on or off plactic bottles, tubs
or jugs? Can that pizza box be
recycled? Should you wipe or
wash recyclables?

Get answers to these
questions and more during
this April 24 session that is free
to the public.

If your community group,
church, Homeowners
Association, or business
would like to host this presen-
tation on recycling, please
contact the Resource Recovery
and Energy Division of Will
County’s Land Use
Department.

Recycling expert to
speak in Wilmington

Coffee &
Newspapers
One wakes you up

One opens your eyes
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Sheriff’s sale of 951 Meadowbrook Rd.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY FSB, AS TRUSTEE OF STANWICH MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST F, Plaintiff,
vs. 
Michael Ceranek, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Defendant.
No. 22 FC 0115

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a judgment entered in the above cause

on the 23rd day of March, 2023, MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of Will County, Illinois, will on
Thursday, the 2nd day of May, 2024 , commencing at 12:00 o'clock noon, at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson Street, Room 904, Joliet, IL 60432, sell at public
auction to the highest and best bidder or bidders the following-described real estate:

Lots 259 and 259A in Meadowbrook 5th Addition, Being a Subdivision of part of
the East 1/2 of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 20 and Part of the Southeast 1/4 of the
Southwest 1/4 of Section 17, Township 34 North, Range 10, East of the Third
Principal Meridian, According to the Plat Thereof Recorded October 7, 2005 as
Document No. R2005-175668, in Will County, Illinois. 10-11-17-302-007-0000 and 10-
11-17-302-003-0000

Commonly known as: 951 Meadowbrook Road, Elwood, IL 60421
Description of Improvements: Single Family Residence
P.I.N.: 10-11-17-302-007-0000
Lots 259 and 259A in Meadowbrook 5th Addition, Being a Subdivision of part of

the East 1/2 of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 20 and Part of the Southeast 1/4 of the
Southwest 1/4 of Section 17, Township 34 North, Range 10, East of the Third
Principal Meridian, According to the Plat Thereof Recorded October 7, 2005 as
Document No. R2005-175668, in Will County, Illinois.

P.I.N.: 10-11-17-302-003-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent (10%) at the time of sale and the balance within twenty-four

(24) hours. No judicial sale fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other
lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the residential real estate
arose prior to the sale. All payments shall be made in cash or certified funds payable to
the Sheriff of Will County. 

In the event the property is a condominium, in accordance with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you are
hereby notified that the purchaser of the unit, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Illinois Condominium
Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following application of the
proceeds of sale, then the plaintiff shall send written notice pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512(d) to all parties to the proceeding advising them of the amount of the surplus and that
the surplus will be held until a party obtains a court order for its distribution or, in the
absence of an order, until the surplus is forfeited to the State.
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Randall S. Miller & Associates
120 N. LaSalle Suite 1140
Chicago, IL 60602
P: 1-312-239-3432
F: 1-312-284-4820 Mike Kelley
Plaintiff's Attorney Sheriff of Will County

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, April 10, 17 and 24, 2024.

Notice of delinquient tax deed for 165 Flora Fern Rd.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAX DEED NO.: 2024TX000093

FILED: 03/15/2024
TAKE NOTICE

County of: Will
Date Premises Sold: January 10, 2022
Certificate No.: 20-00018
Sold for General Taxes of (year): 2020
Sold for Special Assessment of (Municipality) 
and Special Assessment Number: N/A 
Warrant No.: N/A  Installment No.:  N/A 
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at: 165 Flora Fern Road, Wilmington, Illinois 60481
Legal Description or Property Index No.: 02-24-04-126-019-0000
This notice is to advise you that the above property has been sold for delinquent taxes and
that the period of redemption from the sale will expire on September 13, 2024. 
The amount to redeem is subject to increase at 6 month intervals from the date of sale and
may be further increased if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her assignee pays any
subsequently accruing taxes or special assessments to redeem the property from subse-
quent forfeitures or tax sales. Check with the county clerk as to the exact amount you owe
before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a petition has been filed for a tax deed which will
transfer title and the right to possession of this property if redemption is not made on or
before September 13, 2024. 
This matter is set for hearing in the Circuit Court of this County in Joliet, Illinois on October
10, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. in Courtroom 905, Will County Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432.
You may be present at this hearing but your right to redeem will already have expired at
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY
TO PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY
Redemption can be made at any time on or before September 13, 2024 by applying to the
County Clerk of Will County, Illinois at the Office of the County Clerk in Joliet, Illinois. 
For further information contact the County Clerk: 
Address: 302 North Chicago Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432 
Telephone: (815) 740-4615
P&N PROPERTIES INC
Purchaser or Assignee
Dated: 03/15/2024
CASE NUMBER: 2024TX000093 
CERTIFICATE OF PURCHASE NUMBER: 20-00018
Thanh Van Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Vo V Thanh
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Unknown Heirs and Devisees 
for the Estate of Vo V Thanh
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Unknown Heirs and Devisees 
for the Estate of Thanh Van Vo 
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Dung Thi Kim Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Hung Viet Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Xuan Thi Kim Vo 
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Thach Van Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Vui Thi Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Hien Hoang Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd. Wilmington, IL 60481
Thinh Hoang Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Hieu Trung Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Khoa Dang Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Loan Thi Kim Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Phuong Thi Kim Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Trinh Thi Phuong Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Tai Thanh Vo
165 Flora Fern Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
Michael F Tomasek as R/A 
for Shadow Lakes II Association
195 Front St., Ste. A, Braidwood, IL 60408
Shadow Lakes II Association
24727 Amenity Center Dr., 
Wilmington, IL 60481
Law Office Ninh Ma as Attorneys 
in 19 P 861
231 S LaSalle St., Ste. 2100
Chicago, IL 60604
Ninh Ma as Independent Administrator 
of the Estate of Thanh Van Vo
231 S LaSalle St., Ste. 2100, 
Chicago, IL 60604

Dung Thi Kim Vo
122/58, Thich Quang Due
Phung 4, Quan Go Vap, 
TP HCM, Vietnam
Hung Viet Vo 
29/43, Le Duc Pho, 
Phung 7, Quan Go Vap, 
TP HCM, Vietnam
Xuan Thi Kim Vo
362/5
Phuong 16, Quan Go Vap,
TP HCM, Vietnam 
Thach Van Vo 
148/11/2C, Duong 59
Phung 14, Quan Go Vap
TP HCM, Vietnam 
Vui Thi Vo
666/8, Duong Vo Van Thiet
Phuong 1, Quan 3
TP HCM, Vietnam
Occupant
165 Flora Fern Rd
Wilmington, IL 60481
Citibank, NA as Successor 
to Citibank Federal Savings Bank
5800 S Corporate Place
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
Citibank, NA as Successor 
to Citibank Federal Savings Bank
2775 Forgue Dr
Naperville, IL 60564

Lauren Staley Ferry, 
Will County Clerk
302 North Chicago Street
Joliet, IL 60432

Prepared By:
Law Offices of Heather Ottenfeld, PC
180 West Washington Street, Suite 810
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(847) 721-4996
service@lohopc.com
ARDC #6278178
8139-941076

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, April 3, 10 and 17, 2024.

Notice of delinquient tax deed for 30 Aspen Lane

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAX DEED NO.: 2024TX000094

FILED: 03/15/2024
TAKE NOTICE

County of: Will
Date Premises Sold: January 10, 2022
Certificate No.: 20-00026
Sold for General Taxes of (year): 2020
Sold for Special Assessment of (Municipality) 
and Special Assessment Number: N/A 
Warrant No.: N/A  Installment No.:  N/A 
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at: 30 Aspen Lane, Wilmington, Illinois 60481
Legal Description or Property Index No.: 02-24-04-304-007-0000
This notice is to advise you that the above property has been sold for delinquent taxes and
that the period of redemption from the sale will expire on September 13, 2024. 
The amount to redeem is subject to increase at 6 month intervals from the date of sale and
may be further increased if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her assignee pays any
subsequently accruing taxes or special assessments to redeem the property from subse-
quent forfeitures or tax sales. Check with the county clerk as to the exact amount you owe
before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a petition has been filed for a tax deed which will
transfer title and the right to possession of this property if redemption is not made on or
before September 13, 2024. 
This matter is set for hearing in the Circuit Court of this County in Joliet, Illinois on October
10, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. in Courtroom 905, Will County Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432.
You may be present at this hearing but your right to redeem will already have expired at
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY
TO PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY
Redemption can be made at any time on or before September 13, 2024 by applying to the
County Clerk of Will County, Illinois at the Office of the County Clerk in Joliet, Illinois. 
For further information contact the County Clerk: 
Address: 302 North Chicago Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432 
Telephone: (815) 740-4615
P&N PROPERTIES INC
Purchaser or Assignee
Dated: 03/15/2024
CASE NUMBER: 2024TX000094 
CERTIFICATE OF PURCHASE NUMBER: 20-00026
Christopher Incavo 
Michael F Tomasek as R/A for Shadow Lakes II Association
Shadow Lakes II Association
Occupant
Shannon Hogan
Robert Hamanaka Jr. 
Lauren Staley Ferry, Will County Clerk
Claimants, Judgment Creditors and Decree Creditors, if any of the above described as
“unknown owners”
“Unknown owners or parties interested in said land or lots” 
Prepared By:
Law Offices of Heather Ottenfeld, PC
180 West Washington Street, Suite 810
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(847) 721-4996
service@lohopc.com
ARDC #6278178
8139-941067

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, April 3, 10 and 17, 2024.

Sheriff’s sale of 403 N. Main St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FEDERATED BANK, AN ILLINOIS BANKING CORPORATION, Plaintiff, 
vs. 
FOX'S PIZZA , INC, an Illinois Corporation; 
GREGORY M. FOX, personally; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendant. 
No. 23 FC 0996

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a judgment entered in the above cause

on the 22nd day of February, 2024, MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of Will County, Illinois, will on
Thursday, the 2nd day of May, 2024, commencing at 12:00 o'clock noon, at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson Street, Room 904, Joliet, IL 60432, sell at public
auction to the highest and best bidder or bidders the following-described real estate:

LOTS 7 AND 8 IN BLOCK 29 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF WINCHESTER, NOW
CITY OF WILMINGTON, IN THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 9, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Commonly known as: 403 N. MAIN STREET, WILMINGTON, IL 60481
Description of Improvements: Commercial building operated as 

a pizza restaurant.
P.I.N.: 03-17-25-330-003-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent (10%) at the time of sale and the balance within twenty-

four (24) hours. No judicial sale fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residen-
tial real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment credi-
tor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior to the sale. All payments shall be made in cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of Will County. 

In the event the property is a condominium, in accordance with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you are
hereby notified that the purchaser of the unit, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Illinois Condominium
Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following application of
the proceeds of sale, then the plaintiff shall send written notice pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512(d) to all parties to the proceeding advising them of the amount of the surplus and that
the surplus will be held until a party obtains a court order for its distribution or, in the
absence of an order, until the surplus is forfeited to the State.
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Guerard Kalina & Butkus
310 S. County Farm Road Suite H
Wheaton, IL 60187
P: 1-630-665-9033
F: 1-630-690-9652
Plaintiff's Attorney                                                                              Mike Kelley

Sheriff of Will County
Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, April 10, 17 and 24, 2024.

District 209-U seeking
bids for milk

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that the

Wilmington Community Unit School District
209U, Will County, Wilmington, Illinois will
receive bids to furnish milk for the School
Nutrition Program for the 2024-2025 school
year. Bid specifications may be obtained
upon request from the Office of the
Superintendent, Wilmington Community
Unit School District No. 209U, 209U
Wildcat Court, Wilmington, IL 60481 -
Phone (815) 926-1751. All bids are to be
received in the Office of the Superintendent
at the above address on or before 2:00
P.M. CDST, Thursday, May 2, 2024, and
will be opened publicly at that time. The
Board of Education will make its decision
on Monday, June 10, 2024, and reserves
the right to waive any technicalities or irreg-
ularities and to reject any or all bids or any
part or parts thereof.

By and for the Board of Education
Wilmington Community Unit School

District 209U
Peggy Kunz, Secretary, Board of

Education
Published in the Free Press

Advocate Wednesday, April 17 and 24,
2024.

Elwood School District
plans meeting to

discuss special ed,
homeschool options

PUBLIC NOTICE
On May 30, 2024 at 9:00AM a meet-

ing conducted by Elwood School District
will take place at 409 N. Chicago Avenue,
Elwood, Illinois 60421. The purpose of this
meeting will be to discuss the district’s
plans for providing special education serv-
ices to students with disabilities who attend
private schools and home schools within
the district for the 2024-2025 school year.
If you are the parent of a home-schooled
student who has been or may be identified
with a disability and you reside within the
boundaries of Elwood School District, you
are urged to attend. If you have any further
questions pertaining to this meeting,
please contact Katie Smith at 815-423-
4132. Published in the
Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, April
17, 2024.

Attorney Meents files
Wheeler estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BARBARA ANN WHEELER, Deceased;
No. 2024 PR 124

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Barbara Ann Wheeler, Letters of Office as
Independent Executor were issued on
March 22, 2024, to Terrie A. Cairns, whose
address is 305 E. Pine Meadow Court,
Morris, Illinois 60450; whose attorney is
Meents Law, P.C., 25158 West Eames
Street, Unit A, Channahon, Illinois 60410. 

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court at the Will County Courthouse, 100
W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois, or with
the representative, or both, on or before
October 4, 2024, or if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a Claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

Terrie A. Cairns
Independent Executor of the Estate of

Barbara Ann Wheeler, Deceased
Frank J. Meents
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, April 3, 10 and
17, 2024.

Attorney Meents files
Smeets estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CAROLINE E. SMEETS, Deceased; No.
2024PR184

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Caroline E. Smeets, Letters of Office as
Independent Executor was issued on April
2, 2024, to Anita Elliott, whose address is
304E Stuart Court, Lockport, Illinois 60441;
whose attorney is Meents Law, P.C.,
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A,
Channahon, Illinois 60410. Claims against
the estate may be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson Street,
Joliet, Illinois 60432, or with the represen-
tative, or both, on or before October 11,
2024, or if mailing or delivery of a notice
from the representative is required by
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a Claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit
http://efi le.i l l inoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a
service provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

Anita Elliott
Independent Executor of the Estate

of Caroline E. Smeets, Deceased
Frank J. Meents
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, April 10, 17 and
24, 2024.

The Braidwood
Presbyterian Women will be
holding a Spring Scrap-A-
Thon on Saturday, April 20,
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 106
South Lincoln Street in
Braidwood.

For just $40 you can have
a fun-filled day of scrapping,
door prizes, raffles and food.
To reserve your spot please call
or text Elizabeth Bell at 1-405-
820-5944.

Annual Spring 
Scrap-A-Thon is Saturday

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Because it’s
your right 
to know
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CLUES DOWN
1. An involuntary muscular contraction
2. Earnest
3. Cuts out surgically
4. Can’t move
5. Baseball stat
6. British soldier
7. Traditional medicine plants
8. Political party controlled by managers
9. Hebrew prophet

13. Supporter
14. Relative biological effectiveness

(abbr.)
17. Liberty Mutual mascot
18. Georgia rockers
20. A place where building is done
22. Large, deep-bodied fish
27. Clothing retailer
28. Supplement with difficulty
29. Annoy constantly
31. Founder of Babism
32. Indigenous person in parts of Asia
33. Sea eagle
37. Leave behind
38. Time of day
39. Colorless crystalline compound
40. They lay out course requirements
41. A diamond has three
42. Algerian coastal city
43. Remove cover
44. Rechristened
47. Distinctive practice
48. Defunct phone company
49. Turkish officer of high rank
51. Eliminate from the body
52. Witness
53. Soviet Socialist Republic
58. Founding Father Franklin

CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between south and southeast
4. For each
7. Airborne (abbr.)

10. Photographs
11. They __
12. It’s important in respiration (abbr.)
13. Monetary unit
15. Cool!
16. A son of Jacob
19. Cut off
21. Devour
23. Agent of one’s downfall
24. Best
25. Network of nerves
26. Partner to “oohs”
27. Origins
30. Sewing utensil
34. Alias
35. Swiss river 
36. Greek mythological figure
41. Type of whiskey
45. Lay to rest
46. “Rule, Britannia” composer
47. Select jury
50. Feeling
54. Action regarded as morally wrong
55. Makes angry
56. Act incorrectly
57. Defensive nuclear weapon
59. Class of escort aircraft carrier
60. To what degree
61. Buzzing insect
62. The human foot
63. “The Leftovers” actress Dowd
64. A place to stay
65. Sun up in New York

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Wilmington - 2 bedroom 
apartment. One car at-
tached garage, central 
air. $1,200 a month. 
First, last & security. 
618-383-6330. cc15-17

AUTOS

1987 GMC 1 ton dump 
truck. 72,000 miles. 
Good condition. Maine 
Township reserves the 
right to reject any & all 
offers. Contact Bill at 
815-325-9450. ca15-16

FOR FREE

Working Jacuzzi Hot 
Tub - Free for hauling. 
8’ x 8’ or 91” x 91”. Has 
a lounge seat. 
708-205-4826, leave a 
message and I will call 
back. fr16-17

GARAGE SALES

Braidwood - 376 S. 
Comet Dr. Fri. & Sat., 
April 19-20, 9AM-2PM. 
Women’s: clothes, 
dresses, shoes. Kids 
toys, board games. 
Men’s shoes, teen boy 
clothes. Home decor & 
furniture. cc16

Braidwood - 956 N Ma-
bel Ct. Thurs. & Fri., 
April 18th & 19th from 
9AM-4PM and Sat., 
April 20th, 9AM-2PM. 
Mens clothes: Hurley, 
BKE, Adidas. Women’s 
and kids clothes. Bike, 
toys, books, adult and 
kids games, TVs, furni-
ture, bed, bath, kitchen 
items. Home decor, dog 
toys, vintage items, 
jewelry, Apple watch 
charger stand. ca16

Moving Sale, 2915 S. 
Gorman Rd - Mazon. 
Thurs. & Fri., April 25th 
and 26th 8AM-4PM, 
Saturday, April 27th 
8AM-4:30PM, Sunday, 
April 28th 9AM-3PM. 
Clothes: boy teen, 
mens, womens. home 
decor, household items, 
tools, snowblade for 
Kawasaki Mule and 
more. ck16-17

Retired handyman look-
ing for lawns to mow. 
Reasonable rates. 
708-921-7126. ck16-17

HELP WANTED

Offering CNA classes, 
days, evenings and 
weekends.   Home 
health nurses needed. 
CNA instructor needed. 
Call for class dates, 
630-771-1162 or 630-
771-9069, www.spec-
trumnursescna.com 
cc45-18

Spectrum Nurses, Inc. 
is looking for Director of 
Nursing for Home 
Health. Experience pre-
ferred. Please call 
630-771-9069 or 
630-330-4590. ch8-19

The Goose Lake Asso-
ciation is looking for a 
caretaker to join our 
team. For further infor-
mation or to apply, 
please call 
815-353-0805, or send 
an email to GLA-
Comms61@gmail.com 
ca13-16

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 951 
Meadowbrook Road, El-
wood, IL 60421 (Single 
Family Residence). On the
2nd day of May, 2024 to 
be held at 12:00 noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house, 100 W. Jefferson 
Street, Room 904, Joliet, IL 
60432, under Case Title:
WILMINGTON SAVINGS 
FUND SOCIETY FSB, AS 
TRUSTEE OF STANWICH 
MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST F Plaintiff V. Mi-
chael Ceranek, Secretary 
of Housing and Urban 
Development, Defendant. 
Case No. 22 FC 0115 in 
the Circuit Court of the 
Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois. Terms of 
Sale: ten percent (10%) at 
the time of sale and the 
balance within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. All payments 
shall be made in cash or 
certified funds payable to 
the Sheriff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act. Pur-
suant to Local Court Rule 
11.03 (J) if there is a sur-
plus following application 
of the proceeds of sale, 
then the plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be held 
until a party obtains a court 
order for its distribution or, 
in the absence of an order, 
until the surplus is forfeited 
to the State. For Informa-
tion Please Contact:
Randall S. Miller & Asso-
ciates
120 N. LaSalle Suite 1140
Chicago, IL 60602
P: 1-312-239-3432
F: 1-312-284-4820
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. Published in 
the Free Press Newspa-
pers on Wed., April 10, 17 
& 24, 2024.

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 403 N. 
MAIN STREET, WILMING-
TON, IL 60481 (Commer-
cial building operated as a 
pizza restaurant.). On the
2nd day of May, 2024 to 
be held at 12:00 noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house, 100 W. Jefferson 
Street, Room 904, Joliet, IL 
60432, under Case Title:
FEDERATED BANK, AN 
ILLINOIS BANKING COR-
PORATION Plaintiff V.
FOX'S PIZZA , INC, an Illi-
nois Corporation; GREG-
ORY M. FOX, personally; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS Defendant. 
Case No. 23 FC 0996 in 
the Circuit Court of the 
Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois. Terms of 
Sale: ten percent (10%) at 
the time of sale and the 
balance within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. All payments 
shall be made in cash or 
certified funds payable to 
the Sheriff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act. Pur-
suant to Local Court Rule 
11.03 (J) if there is a sur-
plus following application 
of the proceeds of sale, 
then the plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be held 
until a party obtains a court 
order for its distribution or, 
in the absence of an order, 
until the surplus is forfeited 
to the State. For Informa-
tion Please Contact:
Guerard Kalina & Butkus
310 S. County Farm Road 
Suite H
Wheaton, IL 60187
P: 1-630-665-9033
F: 1-630-690-9652
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. Published in 
the Free Press Newspa-
pers on Wed., April 10, 17 
& 24, 2024

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

ch10-25

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. Free 
roof inspection. Low 
prices.
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. ck17-20

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including dry-
wall repairs, plaster re-
pairs, cracks, holes, & 
patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc12-19

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 815-634-0315
or 815-476-7966. tfn/47b

STORAGE WANTED WANTED TO BUY

Local collector seeking
to purchase U.S. coin
and currency collec-
tions. Call Mike for a
free estimate for your
valuables. 815-370-6110.
ch7-18

REAL ESTATE
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The Lady Wildcats held
off a late threat by Coal City
Monday to win 9-8 at home.

Wilmington scored twice
in the second and twice in the
third to take a 4-1 lead. But the
ICE rivals rallied for four runs
in the top of the fourth to take
a 5-4 lead.

The Wildcats regained the
lead in the fifth with three
runs and two more in the sixth
to go up 9-6. But the Coalers
didn’t give up, scoring two in
the top of the seventh before
freshman pitcher Ally Allgood
cut them short after allowing
three runs (one earned) off
three hits and one walk while
striking out three.

Nina Egizio led the
Wildcats with three hits,
including a double, in four
trips to the plate. Molly
Southall hit a home run, sin-
gled and walked for two RBIs.
Giana Stahulak had a paur of
hits for one RBI. 

Taylor Stefancic, Alee
Delangel, Rylee Lehnert,
Addison Billingsley and Sami
Lairomatis also had hits.

The win improves
Wilmington’s record to 7-3
overall, 3-3 in the conference. 

Swept by Manteno
The Lady Panthers lead

the conference and are unde-
feated at 16-0 which resulted
in a pair of losses for
Wilmington. The Lady Cats
were out-hit 13-6 in a 7-3 loss
and fell 16-5 to the Panthers

on Friday. Among the WHS
highlights were home runs by
Keeley Walsh and Southall
who hit a home run on
Thursday too.

Lady ‘Cats rally late
Wilmington trailed the

entire game at Herscher and
was down to their last out
when  they pulled off scoring
three runs to win 5-3 on
Tuesday.

The Tigers built a 3-0 lead
through the first three innings.
The Lady ‘Cats simply left too
many runners stranded on
base, loading the bases twice
early on but did not score.

Sophomore Molly
Southall sparked Wilmington
in the fifth with a home run
over the center field fence. The
3-2 score lasted until the sev-
enth, when Taylor Stefancic
drew a one-out walk between
a Sami Liaromatis pop out and
Walsh ground out. Southall
was then intentionally walked
to bring freshman cleanup
hitter Nina Egizio with two on
and two out. Egizio smashed
one to center, bringing both
Stefancic and Southall in to
turn a 3-2 deficit into a 4-3
lead. Alee Delangel was then
hit by a pitch and Alyssa
Johnston when Addison
Billingsley, hit an RBI single to
complete the victory.

Ally Allgood, went six
strong innings before sopho-
more Lexi Strohm, retired the
Tigers in order for the save.

Lady ‘Cats hold off
the Coalers

The Wilmington baseball
team moved into the ICE
Conference driver’s seat
Monday, defeating visiting
Coal City, 6-2.

Both teams were unde-
feated in conference play
prior to the first of back-to-
back games. The outcome of
Tuesday’s rematch in Coal City
will determine if the Wildcats
stay in front.

The Coalers (9-4 overall,
6-1) took advantage of Wildcat
errors to score both of their
runs in the first inning. From
then on junior pitcher Lucas
Rink got busy, striking out
nine batters with no walks as
he held Coal City to three hits
and no earned runs.

Wilmington (10-1 overall)
tied it 2-2 in the bottom of the
first, then added one run in

the third, two in the fourth
and insurance run in the fifth.

Rink led the charge at the
plate, hitting 3-for-4 including
a triple and a double with two
RBIs. Branden Moran and
Ryan Kettman had the only
other hits for the ‘Cats who
still got runners on base
thanks to four  Coal City
errors.

The Coalers finished with
five hits, led by Cade Baldauf
who had two while Gabe
McHugh smacked an RBI
triple, Austin Davy a double
and single for Jim Feeney.

Joe Watson started on the
mound for Coal City, lasting
five innings with six runs
(three earned) off five hits
while walking two and striking
out two. AJ Wills came on in
the sixth, not allowing any
runs nor a hit while walking
two and striking out one.

Friday victory
Wilmington was out-hit 6

to 5 by Beecher on Friday but
still managed to win 5-3
thanks to five Bobcat errors.

The game was tied 1-1
after two innings before the
Wildcats took a 3-1 lead in the
third. The visiting Bobcats tied
it again 3-3 in the top of the
fifth when Wilmington pulled
ahead for good with two runs
in the bottom of the frame.

Reid Juster had a double,
the only extra-base hit for the
Wildcats. Kettman, Zach
Ohlund, Joe Allgood and Jake
Castle had singles each. Stolen
bases were awarded to Dierks
Geiss, Castle, Juster and
Farrell.

Ryan Smith started for
WHS, going 1.2 innings with
one run off one hit and two
walks. Juster took over for 2.1
innings, fanning five while
giving up two hits and one
run. Drew Jackson got the save
over three gutsy innings,
tagged for three hits, one run
and one walk while striking

out two.
Down the Irish

Wednesday’s road trip to
Bishop McNamara ended in a
10-1 victory even though the
‘Cats left nine runners on
base.

Kettman was 3-for-4 with
a triple and a walk with three
RBIs. Ohlund smashed a
home run and a single for
three RBIs. Farrell doubled in
a run and walked twice. Juster
and Geiss  had a single.

Senior Cade McCubbin
got the win after three innings,
holding the Irish to one run,
one hit and two walks while
striking out six. Kettman
threw four innings, fanning
eight against five hits and no
runs and one walk.

Tuesday at Herscher
Wilmington built a 7-0

lead through four innings at
Herscher before coasting to a
10-4 victory. 

Farrell started on the
bump, his third start of the
season, he finally allowed his
first earned run of the season,
allowing four runs (one
earned) on three hits, three
walks and seven strikeouts in
4 1/3 innings.

Juster took over to strike
out three while giving up one
hit. Kettman finished 1.1
innings with no runs or hits.

Juster finished the day 3-
for-4 with two doubles, three
stolen bases, three RBIs and a
run. Rink was 3-for-4 with an
RBI double. Geiss had a pair of
hits for one RBI. Moran also
had two hits while Shawn
James singled, walked and one
RBI.

Wilmington host
Sandwich Thursday then trav-
els to Lisle on Monday. They
have six games before meeting
up with Manteno May 2 who is
also undefeated in the confer-
ence.

‘Cats upend the Coalers

After a typical Illinois
spring where the weather is
wet and cold, the Wilmington
High School track team finally
got to run an outdoor track
meet on April 8 in Streator.
Joining the Cats and Streator
was Ottawa Marquette. 

Team scores found the
boy Wildcats finishing 2nd to
the hosting Bulldogs and the
girls tied for 2nd behind
Streator, as well. This was the
Wildcat’s first track meet since
March 16 and the first outdoor
meet of the year. The Wildcats
set 24 new personal records
(PR’s) on the night. Girl per-
formances were:

Ava Cupples – SR - discus
– 95’08 (PR) – 1ST, shot – 23’07
– 8th

Brooklyn Flores – JR- 800 –
2:32.44 (PR) – 1ST, 1600 –
6:00.54 – 1ST

Sara Falcon – JR – high
jump – 4’03 (PR) – 3rd, long
jump – 13’03 (PR) – 4th,
300 hurdles – 1:03.44 (PR) –
3rd, 100 – 14.44 (PR) – 3rd

Jessica Schnittger – JR –
shot – 30’05 (PR) – 2nd, discus

– 71’02 – 5th
Boy performances were:

Cody Prindiville – SR –
800 – 2:14.04 – 1ST

Nic Stenberg – SR – shot –
21’01 – 17th

Alex Boyer – JR – 100 –
13.13 (PR) – 15th, 200 – 27.04
(PR) – 8th

Floyd McKendrick – JR –
long jump – 14’09 (PR) – 8th

Reid Waldon – JR - high
jump – 5’07 (PR) – 2nd 800 –
2:26.44, 3rd

Andrew Boersma – SO –
shot – 29’08 (PR) – 10th, discus
– 63’05 – 16th

Will Friddle – SO – 100 –
13.34 (PR) – 16th, 200 – 28.74
(PR) – 12th 

Dom Guzier – SO – 200 –
26.24 (PR) – 5th, discus – 65’10
– 14th

Billy Moore – SO – long
jump – 18’09 (PR) – 2nd, triple
jump – 35’07.5 – 2nd 

Sam Payne – SO – shot –
31’08 – 9th, discus – 55’01 –
18th 

Sean Vasquez – SO – 400 –
59.54 (PR) – 1ST, discus – 67’02
(PR) – 13th

Jimmy Lewsader –FR -
200 – 26.64 (PR) – 6th, 400 –
1:06.74 (PR) – 2nd.

Irish Relays
The team travelled to

Seneca on Friday, to compete
in the prestigious Seneca
Invitational. The boys finished
the 17 team meet with 10.33
points, good for 13th place.

The girls scored 21 points
and finished in 12th place. The
Wildcats set 14 new personal
records (PR’s) on the night,
bringing their season total to
38. Girl performances were:

Ava Cupples – SR - discus
– 92’03 – 5th, shot – 24’06 –
17th

Brooklyn Flores – JR- 1600
– 5:41.01 (PR) – 4th, 3200 –
12:19.18 (PR) – 3rd

Sara Falcon – JR – 300 hur-
dles – 58.45 (PR) –13th, 200 –
30.97 (PR) – 20th

Jessica Schnittger – JR –
shot – 31’08 (PR) – 3rd, discus –
80’07 – 12th

Boy performances were:
Cody Prindiville – SR – 800

– 2:11.12 – 5th

Alex Boyer – JR – 100 –
13.37 – 29th – 15th

Floyd McKendrick – JR –
100 – 14.06 (PR) – 30th, 200 –
29.82 – 31st

Reid Waldon – JR - 800 –
2:23.14 – 14th, high jump –
5’05 – T 8th

Andrew Boersma – SO –
shot – 30’06 (PR) – 26th, discus
– 85’03 (PR) – 22nd

Will Friddle – SO –200 –
28.51 (PR) – 29th

Billy Moore – SO – long
jump – 19’04 (PR) – 8th, triple
jump – 35’03 – 15th

Sam Payne – SO – shot –
32’02 (PR) – 24th

Sean Vasquez – SO – 400 –
59.82 - 17th, discus – 67’02 –
29th

4X100 relay – 52.33 (PR) –
Dom Guzier, Boyer, Friddle,
Alex Lawson – 14th

4X200 relay – 1:45.69 (PR)
– Guzier, Boyer, Friddle, Moore
– 11th

4X4 relay- 3:43.86 (PR) –
Waldon, Prindiville, Vasquez,
Moore – 4th

Wildcats get to running outdoors

Photo by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund
WILMINGTON SENIOR Allyssa Johnstone makes the play at first to
get Herscher opponent out during last Tuesday’s game against
Herscher.

Photo by Eric Fisher

THROWING STRIKES during a 5-3 victory on Friday is

Wilmington’s Drew Jackson.

Photo by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund
WILMINGTON SENIOR Brendan Moran slides into home against
Herscher during last Tuesday’s game. Moran went 2-for-4 at bat.

The Wilmington soccer
team played in the Body
Armor Tournament Saturday,
defeating both opponents.

On Saturday they played
their second game of the tour-
nament and won 8-0 against
Bulls College Prep.

In the first half the Lady
Cats came out strong with
eight goals. Neither team
scored in the second half giv-
ing Wilmington the 8-0
shutout and improving their
record to 3-4-1.

Wilmington’s Alaina Clark
had a big game with four goals,
two assists and seven steals.
This season Clark has scored a
total of 20 goals. Addison Van
Duyne also did well with two
goals, one assist and nine
steals. Van Duyne has scored
eight goals this season.

Ella Banas had one goal,
two assists and 16 steals while
Bryn Bianchetta had one goal
and six steals.

Lady Cat goalie
Bianchetta had it easy consid-
ering the Bulls never attempt-
ed to score.

In the opening game on
Friday they defeated DePue, 4-
2. 

The Lady Cats took the
lead early in the first half scor-
ing three goals while Depue
scored one. In the second half
each team scored one goal giv-
ing Wilmington the win 4-2.

Clark scored two goals
and had 25 steals. Van Duyne
and Banas each had one goal
and one assist.

Lilliana Zavala was goalie
for Wilmington and had five
saves.

On Thursday, the Lady
Cats played a close game with
Herscher loosing 5-4. 

The first half was exciting
as both teams came out scor-
ing multiple goals. Herscher
scored 4 while Wilmington
scored 3. In the second half
both teams scored one goal
each with a final of 5-4.

Wilmington’s Clark had
three goals and 20 steals. Van
Duyne had one goal and 18
steals. Freshman Sally Clifford
had 13 steals. Banas had14
steals. 

Zavala played a heck of
game as Lady Cat goalie with
18 saves.

The Lady ‘Cats hosted
Coal City Tuesday and will
travel to Lisle on Thursday.

Soccer ‘Cats win
back-to-back matches

Photo by Eric Fisher
LADY CAT AlEE DELANGEL stops a high pitch catching against
Manteno. They lost twice to Manteno.
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