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Nelly’s will have to wait a httle longer for drive-thru

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The addition of a new
drive-thru window at Nelly’s
remains in limbo, as the mem-
bers of the Wilmington City
Council tabled a vote to
approve the addition to the
eatery on the North Island.

It was the second time in
February that a vote on the
issue was brought before the
board.

On Feb. 21, Nelly’s owner
Steve Nelson approached the
members of the City Council,
hoping to answer some of the
questions that were brought
up earlier in the month regard-
ing the changes to Nelly’s.

Nelson approached the
city last fall with the idea to
add the window, as part of an
overall remodel of Nelly’s and
the brewery, including a build-
out of the kitchen.

Nelson said as part of that
upgrade of the site, there
would be a drive-thru window
added to the side of the build-
ing that faces the Mill Race. To
accommodate that, the restau-
rant was asking the city to
allow an easement by remov-
ing two of the parking stalls
inside the city-owned parking
lot.

The window, which will be
a pick-up window for orders
made online or over the phone,
and not a true drive up and
order type window, has already
been installed. The city’s two
parking spaces have also been
painted over black, and direc-
tional signage has been paint-
ed onto the drive-thru lane.

The plans for a condition-
al use permit for the pick-up
window and drive-thru lane
were given a vote of approval
from the Planning and Zoning
Board in January. But in

February, concerns over
changes to the plan stopped
the approval process. City offi-
cials said the buildout includ-
ed additional seating which
was not contemplated in the
original plan. While those
issues have since been
resolved, there were still a
handful of questions on how
the window will operate before
the city signs off.

Last week, Nelson told the
council that he was under the
impression that he had met all
the requirements for the
approval for the drive-thru
window. Nelson told the coun-
cil that he had been informed
that the city was in agreement
with the changes. However,
Mayor Ben Dietz noted that
before the city could officially
sign off on all the documents,
all of the paperwork and

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 2

THE DRIVE-THRU WINDOW at Nelly’s is ready for customers, but not until the City Council gives the

conditional use of the window its stamp of approval. The city is expected to vote on the issue next

week.

A CAST of WHS students have been busy rehersing for the muswal “Annie” which will have four performances startmg March 9

Tickets go on sale Thursday.

‘Annie’ coming to WHS Theater

BY CHLOE PROFFITT
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

The WHS theater depart-
ment is putting on “Annie”
musical from March 9-12.

Tickets go on sale
Thursday for the popular
musical which first opened on
Broadway on April 21, 1977
and is set in the year 1933.

Annie is originally based
off a comic strip called, “Little
Orphan Annie”, which was cre-
ated for the New York Daily
News by Harold Gray. It was
released in 1924 and became
one of the most widely read
comic strips during the 1930s
and 40s.

Annie, takes place in 1933
in New York City. The story
stars a young orphan named
Annie, played by WHS student
Courtney Croarkin. At age 11
Annie has spent almost her
whole life in an orphanage run
by the unpleasant, child-hat-
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ing, wicked Miss Hannigan,
played by senior Ella Cooper.

It is really a “Hard -Knock
life” for her and all the other
orphans under her supervi-
sion. Annie is later taken in by
billionaire, Mr. Warbucks,
played by Tyler Siverston, who
tries to help Annie find her
parents and so the story will
continue! An exciting tale
about finding hope through-
out life’s journey, no matter the
circumstances.

Croarkin said she is “hon-
ored to be able to play such a
well known character! It is a lot
of fun being able to become
Annie and be a completely dif-
ferent person,” she said.

She noted that playing
Annie is not easy at all.

“I'd say one of the most
challenging parts about play-
ing Annie is having to act

SEE ANNIE, PAGE 2

Fresh, All-Natural
Pork Tenderloins

COURTNEY CROARKIN (left) will play the lead role in “Annie”
the musical coming to WHS for four performances starting
March 9. Tyler Silverston will play Mr. Warbucks, a millionaire.

Berkot’s Famous
Country Style Bacon
Tray Wrapped- 3 Ibs or more

Facade improvement
grants remain popular

City says yes to
next facade grant

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Wilmington
has approved another facade
improvement grant this week.

In September,
Community GMC applied for
the grant for improvements at
their Water Street site.
Following discussions on
those improvements in front
of the Committee of the Whole
in mid-February, the full city
council approved the dis-
bursement of those funds dur-
ing their regular meeting on
Feb. 21.

The upgrades at the site
totaled $29,234 spent on the
project, which included new
paint, siding, gutters, and

tuckpointing. The city award-
ed Community GMC $5,000
for the grant, the max amount
available.

Started in 2018, the facade
improvement grant program
provides matching funds up to
$5,000 to businesses for facade
improvements.

The program is designed
to encourage upgrades and
improvements to businesses
that will improve the econom-
ic vitality and welfare of the
city, benefiting the best inter-
ests of residents, property
owners, businesses, and visi-
tors.

While the program was
established five years ago, it
gained popularity in 2021,
when five businesses applied
for and received the funding,
totaling $25,000 in grants
awarded by the city. Several

SEE GRANTS, PAGE 2

Council talks incentives
for new home builders

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR
City officials in

Wilmington will dig a little
deeper into an incentive plan
already in place aimed at
attracting new housing to
town, to see if the plan needs
to be tweaked or changed in
an effort to be more inclusive.

On Feb. 14, the members
of the Committee of the Whole
took a look at the ordinance,
which waives impact and con-
nection fees for the next 10
residential building permits.
The ordinance was first intro-
duced several years ago, and is
periodically renewed in an

town with a fee walver equal
to $12,000 or more.

City  leaders were

approached by a builder who
wanted to place a duplex on a
vacant lot in Northcrest, which
was originally the site of a sin-
gle family home.

The  builder, Brian
VanDuyne, had asked the city
if the incentive ordinance
applied to his project as he
was getting set to get all the
paperwork in order.

But while the incentive
ordinance applies to the next
10 new builds in the city, the
ordinance also specifies that
the incentives only apply to

SEE HOMES, PAGE 2
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Senior Wildcats, parents honored

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

WILDCAT BASKETBALL SENIOR Ryder Meents is escorted by his parents, Kyle and Jen Meents dur-
ing Senior Night. Ryder is a four year member of the basketball team, as well as the football and base-
ball teams. After graduation, Ryder plans to attend a college to continue to play basketball and major

in athletic training.

WILDCAT SENIOR cheerleader Savannah Gorski was recently honored along with her parents, Carey
and Jessica Gorski, and Issac, during Senior Night for the boys basketball team. Savannah has been
involved in cheer, interact club, NHS, band and the National Guard. After graduation, she plans to con-
tinue to serve in the National Guard and attend Governor$ State University.

WILMINGTON BASKETBALL SENIOR Alexa Clark is escorted by
her parents, Craig and Josette Clark. Alexa is a four year member
of the basketball team, as well as a four year member of the Girls
Soccer team. Alexa is also a member of Student Council and NHS,
and she is an Officer for the Interact Club. After graduation Alexa
plans to attend Trinity Christian College, where she will pursue a
degree in Speech Pathology and play Soccer.

WILMINGTON BASKETBALL SENIOR Breanna Horton is escorted
by her parents Kyle and Sarah Horton. Breanna is a four year mem-
ber of the basketball team as well as a four year member of the vol-
leyball team. Breanna is also the NHS Vice President, and has
been involved in Student Council, Interact Club and LEAD for four
years. After graduation Breanna plans to attend a four year univer-

sity and major in Business.

Spring sports begin next week

WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL host A B Shepard ......... 10 a.m./12 p.m.

GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER @Peotone..........oeevviereecinninnes 4:30 p.m.

March 16 ....host Westmont............ceeeeenene 4:30 p.m. host PEOtone .........cccveveeeerencnes 4:30 p.m.
March 21 ....host Kankakee... .4:30 p.m. GIRLS VARSITY SOFTBALL

March 24 ....@Beecher........... 4:30 p.m. March 13 ...@Grant Park .........cccoceveveueunens 4:30 p.m.

March 27 ....host Reed Custer .. 4:30 p.m. March 14 ....@Joliet Central . ..4:30 p.m.

March 30 ....host Coal City........ 4:30 p.m. March 20 ....@Morris ......... ..4:30 p.m.

March 31 ....@Crete-Monee... 4:30 p.m. March 21 ....@IL Luthern ......... ..4:30 p.m.

@Peotone....... 4:30 p.m. March 23 ....host Clifton Central. ..4:30 p.m.

@Momence 4:30 p.m. March 27 ...@Manteno............ .4:30 p.m.

April 10 .......host Bishop Mac... 4:30 p.m. March 28 ....host Manteno... ..4:30 p.m.

April 13 ....... host Herscher.... 4:30 p.m. March 29 ....host Kankakee.. ..4:30 p.m.

April 14 ......host Depue............ 4:30 p.m. March 31 ....host Dwight...... ..4:30 p.m.

..... TBA.

April 15-16..TBA..Body Armour... April 3 ......... host Coal City ..4:30 p.m.
April 18........ @Reed-CUSHeT ......c.ovveeeereeueenens 4:30 p.m. April 4 ......... @Coal City ........ ..4:30 p.m.
April 20 ....... @Lisle TBA. April 6 ......... host Momence ..4:30 p.m.
April 22 ....... @Morris 10 a.m. April 10........ @Streator ....... ..4:30 p.m.
April 27 ....... @SHTEALOT ...evvvereeeereneereeaeenens 4:30 p.m. April 11 ....... host Streator ..4:30 p.m.
May?2.......... host Manteno...........c.eceeueuene 4:30 p.m. April 13 ....... host JCA.......... ..4:30 p.m.
BOYS VARSITY BASEBALL April 14 .......host Seneca ..4:30 p.m.
March 16 ....@PONHAC........covvemeeerererreeaeenens 4:30 p.m. April 17 .......host Herscher .4:30 p.m.
March 17 ....host Prairie Central . .4:30 p.m. April 18........ @Herscher ..... .4;30 p.m.
March 20 ....@MOTITis ........cccuen. 4:30 p.m. April 20 ....... @Beecher....... .4:30 p.m.
March 21 ....host Joliet West...... 4:30 p.m. April 24 ....... @Reed-Custer .. ..4:30 p.m.
March 22 ....@Lincoln Way East .. 4:30 p.m. April 25 ....... host Reed-Custer. ..4:30 p.m.
March 24 ....host Dwight.............. 4:30 p.m. May 1.......... host LiSIE.....cveueeereeeeerecreeneaenes 4:30 p.m.
March 25 ....host Clifton Central...........c....... 10 a.m. May 2 @Lisle 4:30 p.m.
March 27 ...@Manteno............. 4:30 p.m. May 5 host GSW ... 4:30 p.m.
March 28 ....host Manteno 4:30 p.m. May 8 @Peotone... ..4:30 p.m.
March 29 ....@Kankakee..... 4:30 p.m. May 9 host Peotone ..........ccoveveeeerennes 4:30 p.m.
March 31 ....@Rantoul Invite..........ccocveerrvrecunnes TBA. BOYS/GIRLS VARSITY TRACK & FIELD
April 1 LT TBA. March 7 ......@Reed-Custer ............ccoueeuucns 4:30 p.m.
April 3 4:30 p.m. March 11 ....@Reed-Custer Invite
April 4 :30 p.m. April 4 ......... @Coal City w/Reed-Custer.....4:30 p.m.
April 6 4:30 p.m April 11 ....... @Streator w/Ottawa Marq. ....4:30 p.m.
April 10 4:30 p.m April 14 ....... @Seneca Irish invite...........ccc...... 4 p.m.
April 11 4:30 p.m April 17 ......host Coal City W/St.Anne....... 4:30 p.m.
April 12 ....... host Bishop Mac.........cccccuvuune 4:30 p.m April 18........ @Dwight INVILE ....ccovevevreeeeenens 4:00 p.m.
April 15 ....... @Beecher .......... .10a.m./12 p.m. April 25 ....... host WIL Quad Manteno-
April 17 ......host Herscher Peotone-Herscher .................... 4:30 p.m

April 28 .......host Lincoln Way Central .......4:30 p.m.
May 1.......... host Lisle........ocevereueenenee

@Lisle

........ 4:30 p.m.

:4:30 p.m.
..... 4:30 p.m.

........ 4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

May4.......... Varsity Conf. @Reed-Custer ........ 3 p.m.
May8.......... Black Diamond @Coal City ........ 4 p.m.
May 12........ THSA girls Sectionals@Seneca.....4 p.m.
May 19........ THSA boys Sectional @Seneca ..

.4 pm.

WILMINGTON BASKETBALL SENIOR Kaitlyn OfDonnell is escorted
by her parents Mike and Trina OMDonnell. Kaitlyn has been a mem-
ber of the basketball team for four years. Kaitlyn also played soft-
ball for four years and volleyball for two years. After graduation
Kaitlyn plans to attend JJC to study business for real estate, and

then attend cosmetology school.

THE FRESH-SOPH Scholastic Bowl team at Wilmington High School won the ICE Conference
season and tournament with a 15-2 record. Team members include (from left, front) Norah Unley,
Meghan Fisher, Abby Harding and Olivia Morris. Back row: Austin Dietz, Alex Lawson, Hunter

Lewis, Mark Gable, Alex Boyer and Logan O’Donnell.

F/S Scholastic Bowl team ICE champs

The Wilmington High
School fresh-soph Scholastic
Bowl team finished first in
the ICE Conference regular
season and are tournament
championships this year.

Their season record
ended up being 15-2 after
winning three matches on
Thursday. Results from those
games were:

Game 1:

Wilmington 270

Manteno 250
Semi-Final
Wilmington 300
Peotone 200
Championship

Wilmington 310

Streator 250

“The kids really worked
hard this year to increase
their knowledge. They
worked well as a team to get
better each week and pulled
together last night at the

WHS photo

tournament to win 3 tough
and competitive games,” said
teacher Kip Barnes. “Mrs.
Barnes and I are really proud
of the team.”

The varsity Scholastic
bowl team will compete at
the ICE Ccnference varsity
tournament on Thursday at
Reed- Custer and the IHSA
regional at Timothy Christian
on March 6.

Florence Township
seeking bids for
2023 stone

Florence Township
seeking bids for
hauling stone

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bid Requested For 2023 year
Florence Township is accepting bids
for Stone to be used on the Township roads
per Road Commissioner s needs. Stone
prices can be emailed to FLotwp@air-
wans.com. Email any questions to the
same Email. Bids to be accepted until
March 13, 2023.
Andy Robbins
Florence Township
Road Commissioner
John Seibert
Florence Road District Clerk
30309 S. Riley Rd.
Wilmington, IL 60481
Published in The Free Press
Advocate Wednesday, March 1, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bid Requested For 2023 year
Florence Township is accepting bids
for hauling stone. Stone is to be spread on
said township roads per Road
Commissioner s needs. Road work Rates
can be emailed to FLotwp@air-wans.com.
Email any questions to the same Email.
Bids to be accepted until March 13, 2023.
Andy Robbins
Florence Township
Road Commissioner
John Seibert
Florence Road District Clerk
30309 S. Riley Rd.
Wilmington, IL 60481
Published in The Free Press
Advocate Wednesday, March 1, 2023.

Florence Township
seeking bids for
tar & chipping

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bid Requested For 2023 year

Florence Township is accepting bids
for Tar and chipping of approximately 5
miles of roadway. Roads to be done per
Road Commissioner s direction and needs.
Road work Rates can be emailed to
FLotwp@air-wans.com. Email any ques-
tions to the same Email. Bids to be accept-
ed until March 13, 2023.

Andy Robbins
Florence Township
Road Commissioner
John Seibert
Florence Road District Clerk
30309 S. Riley Rd.
Wilmington, IL 60481
Published in The Free Press
Advocate Wednesday, March 1, 2023.

Wesley Township
accepting bids for
1996 International truck

PUBLIC NOTICE

Wesley Road District accepting
bids for 1996 truck
Notice  accepting bids 1996
International 4900 As Is. 4x2 Single Axle,
26,000 miles, 11R/22.5 Tires, Fixed Bed, V
Box with Conveyor, Rear Spreader,
Monroe 11 Ft Poly Snow Plow, Repairs
Needed. Contact Highway Commissioner
Jeff Sorensen at 815-476-7869 with ques-
tions. Sealed Bids due to Wesley Township
Hall, 21333 W. Ballou Rd., Wilmington, IL
60481 by 3:00 PM on April 11, 2023 and
will be opened at the monthly township
meeting later that evening at 7:00 p.m.
Wesley Township Road District
21333 W Ballou Rd
Wilmington, IL 60481
Published in the Free Press Advocate
on Wednesday, March 1, 2023.

Florence Township
seeking bids for
culvert piping

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bid Requested For 2023 year
Florence Township is accepting bids
for culvert pricing for per foot for 15 16ga.
Galvanized riveted piping to be used on the
Township roads per Road Commissioner s
needs. Culvert and band prices can be
emailed to FLotwp@air-wans.com. Email
any questions to the same Email. Bids to

be accepted until March 13, 2023.

Andy Robbins
Florence Township
Road Commissioner

John Seibert
Florence Road District Clerk
30309 S. Riley Rd.
Wilmington, IL 60481
Published in The Free Press
Advocate Wednesday, March 1, 2023.

Florence Township
to hold annual
Town Meeting

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the
legal voters, residents of the Town of
Florence in the County of Will and the
State of lllinois, that the Annual Town
Meeting of said Town will take place on
Tuesday, April 11th, 2023, being the sec-
ond Tuesday of said month at the hour of
6:30 o clock p.m. at the Florence Township
Hall, for the transaction of the miscella-
neous business of the said town; and after
a Moderator having been elected, will

1) Proceed to hear and consider
reports of Officers

2) Discuss transfer of excess funds
between funds

3) And also decide on such meas-
ures as may, in pursuance of law, come
before the meeting.

John Seibert

Florence Township Clerk

Dated Feb. 22, 2023

Published in The Free Press
Advocate Wednesday, March 1, 2023.
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WHS FOOTBALL CAMP—They’ll become future Wildcats but for
now, they have to learn the fundamentals. To gain their interest, the
Wilmington High School football program held a youth camp over
several Saturdays in the gym. Approximately 50 youth attended
this past Saturday for the final session when they huddled for
Coach Jeff Reents who praised them for their interest and chal-
lenged them to get good grades while going out for a sport and
staying active. The camp was put on by present Wildcat athletes
who put the youngsters through running, passing and obstacle

drills.

Next time they
may be wearing
Wildcat helmets

Photo by Eric Fisher

Lady Wildcat teams wrap up regular season

Thursday night's volleyball action ended
the regular season for the Wilmington Middle
School volleyball teams.

The 8th grade lost to Manhattan on
Tuesday, 25-19, 22-25, 20-25.

Aly Allgood served up 6 aces and 3 kills to
help keep the games close. Sami Liaromatis
added another 3 aces and a kill and Addison
Van Duyne and Ali Daniels both were right
behind her with 2 aces each and 2 kills.

They turned it around for Thursday night's
game playing Beecher winning 25-23, 25-20.
Gabby Kluk had a great serving streak in both
games and had 3 aces to go along with her 4
digs. Ali Daniels, Sami Liaromatis, and Addison
Van Duyne both added another 2 aces each.
Van Duyne, Liaromatis, and Makenzie
Rodriguez added another 2 kills each.

Rodriguez came alive blocking in both
games with 5 stuff blocks to go along with many

great touches. Aly Algood also had 4 blocks of
her own.

The team ended regular season 11-9 and
will host Regionals on Saturday, March 4. The
Lady Cats play at 1pm.

The 7th grade team finished 7-9 losing
both games this past week to Manhattan and
Beecher. Sophia Albright had 2 great serving
nights with 5 aces. Madisyn Knight and
Caroline added another 4 each. 6th grade A
team ended their season with a win over
Peotone.

Peyton Adams led her team with 6 aces
with Nadine Liguid right behind her with 5.
Kelsie Roeder, Natalie Strohm, Taylor Tenn and
Emilie Strong all added another 2 aces each.

The B team lost to Peotone but Julia
Prescott helped keep it close with 3 aces and
Tracy Jones and Lillian Govero added another 2
each.

These are their glory days!

Save them with our action photos.

o

e —

We take so many photos at

e —
sporting events that

we’re making them available online. Visit our website
to see what sporting events we attend each week.
Click on the “sports action photos” header

FREE PRESS NEWSPAPERS
Bookmark: Freepressphotos.smugmug.com
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Photo by Eric Fisher
AUGUSTANA COLLEGE in Rock Island, IL received a letter of intent from Wilmington senior Hunter
Hayes who plans to continue his football career. Hayes recently sign the letter with his parents Doug
and Kim Carter, and Wildcat head coach Jeff Reents.

Hayes signs with Augustana

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

As a standout athlete in
football and wrestling,
Wilmington senior Hunter
Hayes had a big decision to
make before picking a college.

In the end he chose foot-
ball, signing a letter of intent to
play at Augustana College in
Rock Island, IL in the fall.

“I'd have to saw it was
football all the way,” Hayes, a
recent state qualifier in
wrestling said. “When you
come through a program like
Wilmington you want that
football feeling to continue
and I saw how everyone on
Augustana’s team connected
and I knew it was the team for
me.”

Hayes visited the campus
last fall during game day and
he saw there was plenty of
team unity, something he rel-
ished at Wilmington.

“I like the campus, it feels
like a small school, yet it’s in a
bigger town and it’s not too far
away,” Hayes said.

The senior contributed on
offense and defense from the
tightend position as the
Wildcats went 9-2, reaching
the second round of the play-
offs.

Hayes ended up being
named All Conference, All Area
and All State Academics.

“I'looked at North Central

“PART OF WHAT AUGUSTANA WANTS OUT OF YOU,
IN TERMS OF BEING ABLE TO FIT INTO THEIR PROGRAM,
IS TO HAVE GOOD GRADES. I LIKE THAT MOTIVATION TO
PERFORM WELL ACADEMICALLY. I LIKE THE PLAY HARD

BUT WORK HARD ETHIC.”

HUNTER HAYES
WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR

a little bit and Elmhurst
College but I feel I can fit right
in at Augustana,” Hayes said.

“Part of what Augustana
wants out of you, in terms of
being able to fit into their pro-
gram, is to have good grades. I
like that motivation to perform
well academically. I like the
play hard but work hard ethic.”

He hopes to land a spot as
an outside linebacker but will
step in wherever he’s needed.

The Vikings of Augustana
finished with a 5-5 season.
They are a team that passes the
ball more often than not, scor-
ing 24 touchdowns in the air
and 22 by rushing. They aver-
age 252 yards passing and 125
yards rushing per game.

Hayes hopes to start on
their junior varsity squad in his
first year and work his way up
from there. As long as he gets
to play he’ll be happy.

He intends to study exer-
cise science which would lead
to a career to physical therapy.

Hayes, who played for the
Bobcats four years, said he is
thankful his parents put him in
the program and the whole
transition to becoming a
Wildcat.

“It was pretty cool way
back as a Bobcat. There is such
a tremendous following and
just being on the field and real-
izing all these people came out
to see us play. And then it gets
even bigger when you're a
Wildcat. It was a pretty awe-
some atmosphere all through-
out high school.”

He said the thing he’ll miss
most about no longer being a
Wildcat are the friendships he
made with other players and
coaches.

“The coaches were pretty
special, that’s for sure,” Hayes
said. “I can tell that the coach-
es at Augustana were really
there for the players too. I'm
looking forward to that as they
said they want to help me suc-
ceed.”

CAN’T MAKE THE GAME?

Subscribe to the Free Press Advocate
for weekly Wildcat Sports reports
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