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Residents displaced at Super Shine Motel

The Wilmington Fire
District was called to the
Super Shine Motel, 107
Bridge St., on Tuesday at
12:41 a.m. for a reported
structure fire.

Upon arrival, firefight-
ers found smoke present in
one of the rooms of the
one-story portion of the
motel. Firefighters
attempting to locate the
fire found a small fire in the
attic space above the utility
room area which was
quickly extinguished.

The cause of the fire
appeared to be electrical in
nature and ComEd was
requested to the scene.
Electrical service to the
one-story portion of the
hotel was turned off.

The fire along with the
loss of power to the build-
ing displaced approximate-
ly eight residents. Some

residents were able to seek
alternate shelter however
three residents along with
three dogs were relocated
by Wilmington Police and
Fire District personnel to
the Wilmington ESDA
building on N. Main St.
which served as a tempo-
rary warming shelter.

Red Cross was contact-
ed and responded to the
temporary warming shelter
to assist the displaced resi-
dents. Temporary alternate
lodging was arranged for
the residents with
Wilmington ESDA assisting
with relocation to an area
hotel and the temporary
warming  shelter was
closed.

The Super Shine Motel
was evacuated on January
26, 2024 due to flooding
from the ice jams on the
Kankakee River.

Photo coljdesi/ WiImingt;)n Fire District
EIGHT RESIDENTS at the Super Shine Motel were displaced during an early morning fire on Tuesday. Wilmington fire-
fighters put out a small fire above a utility room as electricity was knocked out to the entire building.

‘THANKS MURPH’

WHS gym dedicated to long-time Hall of Fame wrestling coach

STAFF REPORT

Wilmington High School hon-
ored retired wrestling coach Rob
Murphy on Thursday with a ceremo-
ny to rename the high school gymna-
sium in his honor.

The event took place at the start
of an ICE Conference quad meet cel-
ebrating Murphy's remarkable career
spanning nearly three decades at
WHS.

Murphy, who retired in 2022, left
an indelible mark on the school and
the sport.

“In honor and recognition of
your outstanding career, Wilmington
High School is dedicating this gym as
the Rob Murphy Gymnasium,”
announced WHS Principal Scott
Maupin as Athletic Director Brian
Goff presented Murphy with a plaque
that will be identical to one that will
be on the wall by the main gym
entrance.

Murph accepted it, raised it up
to the crowd, which included several
past wrestlers. He was given a long
standing ovation as Maupin read a
long list of laurels.

As the head wrestling coach
from 1994 to 2022, he led his teams to
570 dual meet wins, three IHSA Class
A Dual Team State Championships

(2007, 2008, 2009), six state trophies,
10 conference championships, and
12 regional championships.

His guidance shaped 129 state
qualifiers, 52 state place winners,
and 10 individual state champions,
including his sons Robbie and Jake.

“Murphy's dedication to the
sport earned him numerous acco-
lades, including induction into the
Illinois Wrestling Coaches and
Officials Association Hall of Fame in
2011 and the National Wrestling Hall
of Fame in 2023,” Maupin noted.

Murph'’s wrestling journey began
in middle school and continued
through high school at Coal City,
where he earned All-State honors as
a linebacker and was a two-time
state wrestling qualifier with a record
of 96-14, finishing third in state his
senior year and helping the Coalers
earn their first state wrestling trophy
with a runner-up finish.

He later competed at Joliet
Junior College and Olivet Nazarene
University, achieving numerous col-
legiate honors, including three
NCCAA championships and three
NAIA national qualifications.

After serving as a second lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Army Reserve and
teaching at Lincoln Community High
School from 1988 to 1994, Murphy
began his storied coaching career at

Wilmington.

His contributions extended
beyond coaching; he was active on
the IWCOA executive board for 25
years and was deeply involved in
fundraising, co-chairing
Illinois/Indiana dual events, and hall
of fame committees and past presi-
dent.

Murphy’s dedication symbolizes
his legacy of excellence, leadership
and commitment to his athletes. His
passion for the sport and community
leadership inspired generations of
wrestlers and coaches, Maupin said.

Murphy expressed his gratitude
for the honor with a big wave as his
wife Tina and their three children,
Robbie, Jake and Erin, and seven
grandchildren, have supported his
journey.

The evening also included dual
matches featuring Wilmington,
Streator, Coal City and Herscher,
reflecting the competitive spirit
Murphy championed throughout his
career.

As attendees stood for the
National Anthem before the match-
es, the newly named gymnasium
stood as a testament to a coach who
dedicated his life to wrestling and the
success of his athletes.
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THE FAMILY behind the man. Rob Murphy and his wife Tina devoted 28 years to the Wilmington wrestling program and sup-
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porters of all sports as they raised three Wildcat athletes—Robbie, Jake and Erin. Pictured (from left) are Jake, his sons
Kane and Kyler (front) and his wife Gina; Erin Fultz and her husband Robert, Tina and Rob Murphy; and Robbie who is
married to Amanda (not pictured) with children Avery, Evelyn, and Warren. Also not pictured are Erin’s children Kassi and

Cooper.

Photo by Warren Miller

RETIRED COACH Rob Murphy is given a standing ovation
while accepting a plaque on Thursday when Wilmington
dedicated the gym in his honor.

Mystery ‘boom’
rocks parts of Will,
Grundy counties

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

At approximately 10:30
p-m. on Friday, Jan. 17, a
mysterious “BOOM”
rocked parts of Will and
Grundy counties, accord-
ing to several sources,
including the Grundy
County Sheriff’s Office.

It wasn't a bird, plane,
meteor, or “some hick
blowing up tennerite” as a
Facebook post speculated.
Nor was it the leavings of
the Space X rocket, an
earthquake, or a nuclear
blast.

On Jan. 17, the
Grundy County 911 center

received several calls of a
loud boom or a possible
explosion near Dresden
Road.

Grundy County
deputies, with the assis-
tance of 911 dispatchers,
contacted industrial plants
in the area, and employees
reported they heard a
“boom,” but all plants
reported no problems. The
Dresden Lock & Dam also
reported hearing the boom,
but reported no problems.

SEE BOOM PAGE 2

|I)4879

29646

‘* START PLANNING THE PERFECT .

BBIGIGAMESPARTV

BERKOT'S FAMOUS CHICKEN AND CATERING TRAYS, APPETIZER
PLATTERS, FRESH-CUT FRUIT & VEGGIE SPREADS, & MORE!

BERKOT!
mmnz;s ORDER IN-STORE AT YOUR LOCAL BERKOT’S OR ONLINE AT WWW.BERKOTFOODS.COM




The Free Press Advocate, Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2025, page 2

B O O m 9 continued from page 1

On Saturday, Grundy Sheriff Ken Briley spoke with
the site Vice President of Dresden, who also reported no

problems at the site.

“We are unaware of the origin of the boom or explo-
sion and no further reports have been taken today, Jan.

18,” Briley said.

Though Dresden was ruled out as the source of the
boom, no one knows where it originated. Futhermore,
the boom was reportedly heard as far away as Joliet and

beyond.

Though the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has docu-
mented several fault lines in Illinois, including New
Madrid, Wabash Valley Seismic Zones, and Sandwich
Fault Zone, USGS maps indicate no seismic activity in the

area last Friday:.

Nor was it a “sonic boom,” a sound associated with

shock waves created when
an object travels faster than
the speed of sound. Nor
was a meteor in the process
of disintegrating above
Illinois.

Some surmise Elon
Musk and the explosion of
his SpaceX Starship caused
the boom. However, the
spaceship was launched on
Jan. 16, and exploded over
the Atlantic Ocean near the
Turks islands.

Attorney Wysocki files
Lesnik estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF JUNE R. LESNIK, Deceased;

No. 24 PR 692
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to creditors of
the death of June R. Lesnik. Letters of
Office were issued to Sharon Yak &
Raymond Lesnik whose address is
1701 Mayfield, Joliet, IL 60435 as
Independent Co-Executors, whose
attorney of record is Marilyn L.
Wysocki, June, Prodehl, Renzi &
Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road,
Joliet, lllinois 60435.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office,
Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, lllinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before the 15th day of July, 2025, or
if mailing or delivery of a notice from
the representative is required by
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by claimant to the representative
and to the attorney within ten (10) days
after it has been filed.

Marilyn L. Wysocki
For the Estate of June R. Lesnik,
Deceased

BY: Marilyn L. Wysocki
1861 Black Road
Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000
Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, January 15,
22 and 29, 2025.

Guy petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF WILL, SS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE
PETITION TO CHANGE THE NAME
OF Nagquita Nichelle Guy TO Naquita
Nichelle Scott, Case No. 24 MR 510

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned on behalf of themself,
Naquita Nichelle Guy adult, shall
appear in the Will County Court Annex
Building, 100 West Jefferson Street,
Joliet, IL 60432 courtroom 905 at 9:00
a.m. on the 19th day of February, 2025
before the judge assigned to hear said
matter, and then there present a peti-
tion requesting the name of Naquita
Nichelle Guy be changed to Naquita
Nichelle Scott.
Naquita Nichelle Guy

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Jan. 22, 29
and Feb. 5, 2025.

Attorney McGrath
files Santangelo
estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS -
IN PROBATE
In the Matter of the Estate of
MARY JO SANTANGELO, Deceased.
Case No.: 24 PR 679
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to creditors, of
the death of MARY JO SANTANGE-
LO, of Manhattan, lllinois. Letters of
Office were issued December 20,
2024, to JOSEPH SANTANGELO,
Independent Administrator, whose
address is 964 Vinings Blvd., Gallatin,
TN 37066, whose attorney of record is
Timothy J. McGrath, of 440 S. State
Street, Manhattan, IL, 60442. The
estate will be administered without
court supervision unless under
Section 5/28-4 of the Probate Act (IL.
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755 par.
5/28-4) any interested person termi-
nates independent administration by
mailing or delivering a petition to ter-
minate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may
be filed with the Clerk of the Court at
the Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, lllinois, 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before the 22nd day of July, 2025,
or 3 months from the date of mailing or
delivery, whichever is later, and that
any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten
(10) days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://www.illi-
noiscourts.gov/fag/gethelp.asp or talk
with your local circuit clerk’s office. If
you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Joseph Santangelo,
Independent Administrator
of the Estate of

Mary Jo Santangelo, Deceased
Timothy J. McGrath - 6193170
McGrath Law, P.C.

440 S. State Street
Manhattan, IL 60442
(815) 478-4020
mcgrath@tmcgrathlaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Jan. 22, 29 and Feb. 5,,
2025.

Village of Symerton to hold
hearing vacating property

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal Public Notice of the
Village of Symerton, Will County,
lllinois pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/1-2-6
amending the Village of Symerton
Code of Ordinances: AN ORDINANCE
VACATING CERTAIN PORTIONS OF
NORTH STREET AND TRAVERSE
STREET AND AUTHORIZING THE
CONVEYANCE OF SAID PROPERTY
IN THE VILLAGE OF SYMERTON,
ILLINOIS, after public hearing, was
approved and passed on the 13th day
of January, 2025, by the Village Board
of Trustees at their regular monthly
Board Meeting.

A copy of the ordinance can be
viewed by contacting the office of the
Village Clerk, Village Hall, 18385 W.
Commercial Street, Symerton, lllinois
during regular working hours at (815)
476-6266,

Dated this 13th day of January, 2025.
Eli Geiss, Mayor

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, January 22,
2025.

Elwood Fire Protection
District accepting bids
for a Training Tower

Concrete Foundation

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
Elwood Fire Protection District will be
accepting sealed bids for a Training
Tower Foundation (Concrete).

Bid specifications/packets are
available for pick up at the Elwood Fire
Protection District 309 W. Mississippi
St., Elwood, IL 60421, Mon-Fri,
8:30am- 2:30 pm. A mandatory pre-
construction meeting will be held on
January 24, 2025 at 9:00am at the
Elwood Fire Protection District
(address above). Bids must be submit-
ted by 9:00 am, January 31, 2025. The
bids may be mailed to: Elwood Fire
Protection District 309 Mississippi
Street Elwood, IL 60421, or dropped
off in person 8:30am-2:30pm, Mon-Fri.
The Fire District will not receive bids
after 9:00am on January 31, 2025. All
bids shall be opened at the Elwood
Fire Protection District on January 31,
2025 at 1:00pm. The Fire District
reserves the right to reject any and all
bids. Any questions should be directed
to Chief Locacius at clocacius@
elwoodfpd.com.

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Jan. 15 and 22, 2025.

Kowalkowski petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF WILL, SS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE
PETITION TO CHANGE THE NAME
OF Waclaw Kowalkowski TO Larry
Kowalkowski.
Case No. 2025MR000016

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned on behalf of himself,
Waclaw Kowalkowski, adult, shall
appear in the Will County Court Annex
Building, 100 W. Jefferson St., Room
905 at 9:00 a.m. on the 11th day of
March, 2025 before the judge
assigned to hear said matter, and then
there present a petition requesting the
name of Waclaw Kowalkowski be
changed to Larry Kowalkowski..

/sl Waclaw Kowalkowski

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, January 22,
29, and February 5, 2025.

Attorney McGrath files
Wheeler estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS -
IN PROBATE
In the Matter of the Estate of JAMES
EDWARD WHEELER, Deceased.
Case No.: 24 PR 541
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of
the death of JAMES EDWARD
WHEELER, of Manhattan, lllinois.
Letters of Office were issued
September 9, 2024, to MICHAEL LEE
PASCOE, Independent Executor,
whose address is 12965 W. Bruns
Rd., Manhattan, IL 60442, whose
attorney of record is Timothy J.
McGrath, of 440 S. State Street,
Manhattan, IL, 60442. The estate will
be administered without court supervi-
sion unless under Section 5/28-4 of
the Probate Act (IL. Compiled Stat.
1992, Ch. 755 par. 5/28-4) any inter-
ested person terminates independent
administration by mailing or delivering
a petition to terminate to the clerk.
Claims against the estate may
be filed with the Clerk of the Court at
the Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, lllinois, 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before the 15th day of July, 2025, or
3 months from the date of mailing or
delivery, whichever is later, and that
any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten
(10) days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://www.illi-
noiscourts .gov/ fag/gethelp.asp or talk
with your local circuit clerk’s office. If
you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org.
Michael Lee Pascoe,
Independent Executor of the Estate
of James Edward Wheeler,
Deceased
Timothy J. McGrath - 6193170
McGrath Law, P.C.
440 S. State Street
Manhattan, IL 60442
(815) 478-4020
mcgrath@tmcgrathlaw.com
Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Jan. 15, 22 and 29, 2025.
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City seeks input on playground
concepts for South Island Park

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The city of Wilmington wants
your help in planning a new play-
ground for the South Island Park, and
quite a number of residents are excit-
ed at the idea of an updated play-
ground.

The city will be replacing the
South Island Park playground in the
coming months, and is seeking input
from residents on three different
design options.

Mayor Ben Dietz assured resi-
dents that the new playground will
be “modern, safe, and accessible,”
featuring a poured-in-place floor.

“Also included will be a multi-
use path going from the south end of
the island to the concession stand,
which will improve safety and acces-
sibility for everyone,” Dietz said.

The playground design was
inspired by the “Kiddie Korral” previ-
ously on the island, which featured a
rocket-designed sliding board.

Option 1: Features the rocket
slide and activity center, along with a
cascade climber, space travel panel,
bubble panel, double swoosh (dou-
ble slide), and sidewinder.

Option 2: Features rocket slide
and activity center, Zipkrooze (a mini
zipline), Sidewinder and double
slide, loop arch, storefront panel,
cozy dome, natural stone stepper,
curved balance beam, Wobble Pod,
Netplex (climbing structure)
and Rushwinder slide.

Option 3: A large slide and activ-
ity center, Zipkrooz, Saddle Spinner,
Boogie Board, Tightrope, Blender,
Overhead Trekker, Sol Spinner,
Quantis, (activity center), Alpine
Slide, and motion structures.

For more in-depth descriptions
of playground features, visit NuToys
Leisure Products (nutoys4fun. com).

“The proposed project will add
to the soon-to-be realigned Park
Street creating a beautiful and safer
entrance both the North and South
Island Parks,” Dietz said. “This will
also be in addition to the new kayak
launch (North Island) slated for
installation later this year.”

The vast majority of comments
on the mayor’s Facebook page about
the playground were positive.

“Great news! So glad to see we
are looking for ways to keep our
youth engaged,” Christal Anne Rivera
commented.

One concern among residents
was accessibility. Would the play-
ground truly be accessible?

“None of them look accessible to
handicapped children. The pictures
only show a child seated in a wheel-
chair being able to touch the most
outer edge of any of the equipment
Zoom in and look at all the cool
things all the other kids will be able to
do,” Christina Gowdy VanDuyne
commented.

The mayor advised her and oth-
ers, who have specific concerns, to be
sure to comment on the survey.

“If you have a picture or link to a
specific product that you have in
mind please provide it,” Dietz com-
mented. “I have looked through
dozens of catalogues and the choices
are nearly endless.”

Residents may access the play-
ground survey by  visiting
https://forms.gle/K5vzaKnaZuugmk
5C8

Library to host senior lunches

Rocket Ship
Bobble Rider

Cascade

Space Travel
Clinaber P Bubble Panel

PLAYGROG“KID OPTION 1

Quantis

PLAYGROUND OPTION 3

Double
Swoosh

Dabulskis on
deans list

The University of

The Wilmington Public
Library invites seniors to a
warm and welcoming new
program, the Souper Senior
Lunch Series. This event is
designed to provide a cozy
and social atmosphere
while enjoying hearty,

Attorney Mclnerney
files Coldwater
estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF LARRY L. COLDWATER
Deceased; No. 2024PR709
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given to creditors of
the death of Larry L. Coldwater.
Letters of Office were issued to Julia
M. Baum-Coldwater whose address is
26737 S. Coldwater Road, Elwood, IL
60421 as Independent Representative
whose attorney of record is Mclnerney
Law Office, P.C., 604 Bedford Road,
Suite B, Morris, lllinois 60450.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless
under Section 28-4 of the Probate Act
of 1975 any interested person termi-
nates independent administration at
any time by mailing or delivering a
petition to terminate to the Clerk.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office,
Will  County Courthouse, 3208
McDonough St, Joliet, IL 60431 or with
the representative, or both, on or
before the 22nd day of July, 2025, or if
mailing or delivery of a notice from the
representative is required by Sec. 18-
3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk
must be mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after
it has been filed.

Mclinerney Law Office, P.C.
604 Bedford Road, Suite B
Morris, IL 60450

Phone: 815-616-7823

Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, Jan. 22, 29
and Feb. 5, 2025.

homemade soup and fresh

ipants can reserve their

Wisconsin-Madison has

bread.

The lunches will take
place Mondays, Feb. 3 and
March 3 at 12:30 p.m.

Each session will fea-
ture a live cooking demon-
stration of the month's
soup, offering attendees
the opportunity to learn
how to prepare a delicious
and healthy meal at home.

spot by

Wilmington Public Library
at 815-476-2834.

calling the recognize Jenna Dabulskis
of Wilmington. to the
Dean's List for the fall
semester of the 2024-2025

academic year.

It’s never too early to start

saving for tomorrow.
Here for you.

Along with a tasty lunch, ;
participants can look for- :
ward to mingling with
friends, making new con-
nections and enjoying a
fun, friendly environment.

This event is free to
attend, but registration is
required. Interested partic-

Member SIPC
www.edwardjones.com

Dean A Shepherd, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

311 W Baltimore St

Wilmington, IL 60481
815-476-6856

Edward Jones’
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Among the icebergs or taking it cool along the Kankakee River

Now that the cold has real-
ly set in, ice is forming on the
Kankakee. The river doesn't
freeze as fast or as deep as it
used to. Not only because of
global warming, but because of
the various places that add
warm water back into the
stream, such as the hydroelec-
tric dam in Kankakee. In the
19th century the river was usu-
ally frozen over by January.

In January 1879 Ed Conley,
editor of the Wilmington Advocate took a trip to an ice-
house to see exactly how it was done. The following was
his description of a long lost business.

“OnWednesday morning we were seized with a desire
to pass an hour among the icebergs - a sort of pocket edi-
tion of icebergs - such as are being packed in rapid suc-
cession at the ice houses just south of this city. Once
behind Doc. Stinson's nags time and space were annihi-
lated - in just about no time, and there we were gazing
upon the broad bosom of the Kankakee, with its white
carpeting leading to an almost limitless expanse. The
scene is laid at the east end of the big dam, where Messrs.
Trott & Swarthout's large icehouses - five in one - are

Sandy Vasko
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ON THIN ICE - Cutters harvested ice from local waterways, including the mill race canal in Wilmington where this photo
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located. (note: Dr. Stinson Trott was then the Mayor of was taken. This crew, like those who worked the Custer Park area of the Kankakee River, probably coveted an ice cover of

Wilmington.)

Out upon the river was a small army of men and boys;
some sawing, some pushing the big cakes; some keeping
clear the channel or separating the huge cakes - or per-
haps propelling them through the 'straight and narrow
path' that leads to the houses. The ice was about 18 inch-
es in thickness - 16 inches of which was clear and solid as
could be desired; the sections were sawed into cakes
about two feet each way, giving them a weight of about
200 Ibs. each.

After due process they arrived at a point perhaps100
feet from the ice house; here they were floated one by one
in rapid succession on to an endless chain work (pro-
pelled by a powerful water wheel,) which carried them
high in the air and dumped them into an inclined plane
tramway, which led into the ice house then in process of
being filled. In slid the cakes - five or six in a minute - to
be taken charge of by a squad of packers, each provided
with a sort of a pike and hook combination, which placed
the cakes in a proper position very readily.

It was a slippery work, and it behooved each man to
take care of his own shins. When nothing interrupted the
packing went on at the rate of about a ton (10 or 11 cakes)
in a minute. The capacity of the five compartments is

two feet, compared to the few inches they were cutting.

about 6,000 tons, so that considering the means the filling
will not be such a Herculean job after all. The water
wheel, which does the hoisting, is an immense saving of
manual labor, and to witness its operation is enough to
well repay one for a visit to the ice field.”

In this article Mr. Conley didn't explain how the ice
stayed frozen throughout the coming year. First, the ice-
houses were built with double walls. Between the walls
they used anything they had for insulation, but usually it
was straw or shredded paper. Secondly, the ice blocks
were packed around with straw as well. Using this
method, icehouses could provide Wilmington saloons
with cold beer all summer long.

The Wilmington Creamery, which produced tons of
butter throughout the year, was also a huge user of ice. In
addition the C & A Railroad bought many tons of it to help
keep the produce cold on its way to St. Louis or Chicago.
However, the industry was short lived. Soon mechanical
refrigeration took over.

In that same edition of the Advocate Mr. Conley
printed a short poem to do with winter. And with three
more months of winter before us, I hope you enjoy them

Ode To A Winter Tools
Oh, the snow plough, the beautiful snow plough,
Butting the drifts that you get through no how,
Nobody thanks you for what you don't do,
Everyone thinks that you ought to go through;
Raving, Craving, Raising a row,
Nobody loves you, you sturdy snow plough

Oh, the snow shoes, the beautiful snowshoes,
Things that no fellow knows just how to use;
Flat as a shingle and broad as they're long,
Awkward to fit in the lines of a song;
Crawling, Sprawling, One little cruise

On you is sufficient, unlovely snow shoes.

Oh the snow shovel, the useful snow shovel,
Welcome alike at the palace and hovel;

Scraping out paths at the first dawn of light,
Rattling across the bleak sidewalks at night,

Raking, Scraping, What in the devil

Would we do with out thee, oh homely snow shovel?

“JILLIKE
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REESE VAN DUYNE (seated middle) starting outside hitter for the Wilmington Wildcats,
recently signed to continue playing volleyball at the collegiate level at Millikin University
where she will study nursing. She was joined by her parents David Van Duyne and Megan
Van Duyne, along with her siblings Dane Van Duyne, Taylor MacDonald and Neve Van

Duyne during the signing.

VanDuyne to play for Big Blue

BY BROOKLYN FLORES
WHS STUDENT REPORTER

Wilmington  senior
Reese Van Duyne signed a
national letter of intent to
play volleyball at Millikin
University in Decatur, IL.
She plans to study nursing
while continuing her sport
at the Division III school.

Van Duyne has been
playing volleyball since she
was 7 years old.

Van Duyne said she
wanted to continue playing
at the collegiate level,
because it helps keep her
disciplined in academics
and athletics. She also said,
“I also love the sport so
much and knew from when
I was little I wanted to play
collegiate volleyball.”

She said part of her
reason for her starting was
her two sisters.

“While growing up
with my two sisters they
both played volleyball and I
wanted to join in. From
going to watch them play at

the varsity level at
Wilmington, to the colle-
giate level, I always trained
myself to be as good as
them. Looking up to both
my sisters having so much
fun, I did what any little kid
did and I copied them,”
Reese said.

During her time as a
Lady Wildcat she was cap-
tain her freshman and
sophomore year, as well as
received all academic hon-
ors all four years.

Reese helped her team
her senior year to a 27-9
record, a Regional
Championship, undefeated
Conference Champions,
which is the first time in
Wildcat history and runner
up in the Sectional
Championship.

Van Duyne ended her
career with 232 kills, 198
digs, 36 total blocks and 50
aces. Besides being a leader
on the court, she is also an
outstanding student and
was nominated to the
Homecoming Court.

"Reese is an amazing
player that could fill in dif-
ferent positions when
needed to. She always has a
smile on her face that lights
up a room. I know she is
going to succeed at
Millikin, and I can't wait to
watch her play," comment-
ed Wilmington coach Kelly
Van Duyne.

Reese said she is excit-
ed to meet new people in
college as well as travel
with the team all around
three states and build a
bond with her teammates
and coaches.

She chose Millikin
because of how supportive
and positive the coaches
were. She also said she
loved the team atmosphere
and it has a lot of similari-
ties towards Wilmington
volleyball.

She recently signed to
become a Big Blue athlete
in the company of her par-
ents, three siblings, grand-
mother Sandy Reeves and
coach Van Duyne.

Coach Lockwood deserves the honor

BY BROOKLYN FLORES

Todd Lockwood has been coaching
track and field for 45 years. He has
coached at both Reed-Custer and
Wilmington, currently working with the
WHS track team.

Recently he was inducted into the
ITCCCA’s Coaches Hall Of Fame and as a
long-distance runner under his tutelage, I
believe Coach Lockwood was more than
worthy of this induction. He has made an
impact on the sport but more so on the
lives of so many athletes.

Coach Lockwood is an amazing
coach. He has inspired so many athletes to
become state contenders, set school
records and more. I know I can trust him
with helping me come up with a race strat-
egy and he’s always there to calm my pre-
race nerves. I am confident that he knows
what he is talking about when we discuss
what I need to do to improve.

But Coach Lockwood isn't only a great
coach because he knows so much about
the sport but because he genuinely cares
about his athletes.

One of the many great things about
Coach Lockwood is he notices all his ath-
letes. I remember the year I started track
how included I felt simply because he paid
the same amount of attention to me, a lit-
tle freshmen, as he did to all the older,
more experienced, talented track and field
athletes.

Even though he only coaches track
and field he supports his athletes in all
they do. Oftentimes, I see him in the
stands of football, basketball and volley-
ball games. He makes sure we know that
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y healthcare choices.

he is proud of us not only for our accom-
plishments in track but those we make in
other sports, clubs and things we do.

One thing I admire is that he goes
above and beyond his expected coaching
duties. There have been countless times he
will spend extra time or days to work with
individuals who are seeking extra help and
practice.

Coach Lockwood has not only made a
difference in my running but my life too.

Anyone who’s worked with Coach
Lockwood also knows his stance on men-
tality. It's all about overcoming those 6
inches between your ears.

One of the biggest credits I give Coach
Lockwood is helping improve my confi-
dence. He’s helped me gain the ability to
train and practice confidently and to race
and compete with confidence.

By helping me improve my thinking
before races he has helped me improve my
confidence in my day to day life. The
strength and confidence I have in my own
identity and ability is largely because of
him.

Coach Lockwood is part of the reason
so many athletes enjoy being in track. His
banter and attitude makes the atmosphere
of practices and meets more enjoyable for
everyone.

Aiden Poulos, an athlete on the track
and field team in Wilmington commented,
“He’s one of the greatest motivators
around and makes track feel like more
than just running around with a bunch of
people.”

It’s no doubt that Todd Lockwood is a
great coach. The ITCCCA made the right
choice when choosing him.

Let us be your
resource!
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Free Press Newspapers readers

SOUND-OFF

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line provided to give readers a chance to voice their opinions.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right to edit remarks for taste, length, personal attacks, racism,
threatening, calls for boycotts and libel.

The comments stated are the opinions and ideas of the callers and not that of the newspaper.
Information may not constitute the actual events or facts of a particular topic.

Submissions by email to: courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff” in the subject line or visit wwuw.freep
ressnewspapers.com, or call 815-634-0317. Please state the town in which you are calling from or in regards
to. Mail comments to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481. There can be only one submission of 250 words or less per person during any given week.

A bad decision

WILMINGTON—Who at city hall
thought it was a good idea to build a large
truck stop within the city limits? And can
anything be done to stop this train wreck?
Was the traffic taken into consideration?
Or noise from nonstop trucks or how this
is gonna affect the home values of Waters
Edge Subdivision? Should be quite a show
for the residents of Waters Edge once it’s
up and running, plenty of truckers and
night time tow-behind camper traffic.
Let’s see how the police handle crime at
our new truck stop. Should be quite a
show Wilmington.

See what’s happening

BRAIDWOOD—For those of you who
believe that one of the mayoral candidate
is not running to seek revenge, it must be
nice to live with blinders on. This person
was let go from his position with the city
and now he wants revenge on them and
anyone else who remained in their posi-
tions. Kissing puppies and hugging kit-
tens for his Facebook followers is what
this person is all about. The praise and
accolades from the public is what he
seeks, not the responsibility of running
our local government, increasing busi-
ness, economic and residential growth or
bringing the years of neglected infrastruc-
ture and equipment of our city's various
departments up to par so that our city
employees are able to do their jobs safely
and proficiently. In the famous words of
former Commissioner Smith, you'd have
to be completely totally blind to not see
what's going on here.

Divider in chief

BRAIDWOOD—On July 1, 2024
Justice Sotomayor stated unhappily that
"the President is now a king above the
law" in her dissent of the Supreme Court's
immunity ruling. It's also frightening that
Trump announced during the election
campaign that he intends to become dic-
tator on day one. But it's not surprising
considering that Trump holds nothing but
disdain for the poor and middle class
except to get their vote. Consider Trump's
antagonism toward California whose peo-
ple are suffering incomprehensible
tragedy. It's nothing new. Remember how
shabby Trump treated Puerto Rico, whose
people are U.S. citizens, when 2,975 peo-
ple died from category 5 Hurricane Rita in
20172 In contrast, remember how well
Trump treated the red state of Texas after
category 4 Hurricane Harvey killed 103
people one month earlier? Yes, Trump
plays favorites and I am in solidarity with
those unfortunate people who suffer at
Trump's hand. In fact most Americans are
adversely affected because freedom of
speech has been eroded throughout the
country changing the content of newspa-
pers, books and broadcasting. Therefore
as Trump takes the oath of office I do not
consider Trump my president, neither my
king nor my dictator but the divider-in-
chief of my country.

Well overdue

BRAIDWOOD—Since the city admin-
istrator is getting so many things done
before the election coming up, how about
the land mine of a hole on Vita Lane and at
intersection of Visa Lane and Ridge Street?
The road is destroyed completely cracked
and damaged. How has this not been
repaired as well as so many other streets
in town in dire need? Maybe
Commissioner Walsh should take a ride
and see it since he’s in charge of streets
and public improvements.

False prophet lost

SHADOW LAKES—Just wondering
what good journalistic news station like
Newswhacks would be saying if Harris
had won and insisted on the flag not being
at half staff for her inauguration? PS.
Democrats were not the ones who kicked

ESTATES

The experience and personal attention to help

and stomped their feet for four years
because their false prophet lost the elec-
tion fair and square. Brian

Long-term benefits

BRAIDWOOD—Thank you to the City
of Braidwood for holding the recent town
hall meeting. It was extremely informa-
tive and provided a lot of great insight as
to how attracting business and commerce
to a community really works. There's so
much more to it than anyone can even
imagine. The fact that car dealerships are
one of the most sought after businesses
because of their huge benefit to the sales
tax base of a smaller community like ours
speaks volumes about our community
and how much we will benefit once the
two dealerships open up in town. It just
goes to show that sometimes a communi-
ty has to give a little up front in order to
reap the long-term benefits further down
the road.

Voters beware

BRAIDWOOD—As of Wednesday, Jan.
22, we have 69 days until the election for
mayor, finance and accounts and public
health and safety commissioners. Make
sure to get out and vote. Mayor Karen Hart
is currently filling a vacancy in her posi-
tion and running in her first election. If
elected mayor on April 1 she will be keep-
ing both the current city administrator
and the 5th city clerk since 2019. So make
your votes count Braidwood residents.
Todd Lyons for Mayor and Jim (Moose)
Mikel for public health and safety. Let’s get
Braidwood on track with the correct type
of growth like Diamond, Wilmington and
Coal City.

A sad man

WILMINGTON—I enjoyed reading
the comments in the Sound Off on Jan.
15th regarding President Carter’s funeral. I
watched the service and it was a very nice
tribute. I know President Carter was not
perfect, no person is perfect and I always
say when my house is clean I can pick up
stone and throw it because as the scrip-
ture in the Bible says “Yet he who is with-
out sin cast the first stone.” The tributes
that were said were nice and it was nice to
see something told about President Carter
or even President Ford’s son about the
relationship that President Carter and
President Ford acquired over the years. To
see people smile , laugh and enjoy them-
selves. Mr. and Mrs. Biden, Mr. Obama,
Mr. and Mrs. Bush and Mr. and Mrs.
Clinton all had smiles on their face. Mr.
Trump sat there with a scowl, like he had a
bug up his butt. It was really disgusting
that he could not even crack a smile in
remembering President Carter. It’s really
sad I have never seen a man so unhappy
in my life.

Pay back time

WILMINGTON—There was a caller
from Coal City that stated “election is over
people and Trump won fair and square so
get over it and stop complaining.” Oh just
like you did Jan. 6, 2021.

Overpaid appointees

BRAIDWOOD—There is only one
employee who has the most to lose in the
upcoming election and one would think
he’s running for mayor. The city adminis-
trator is the highest paid employee mak-
ing a salary of $10,062 a month with seven
weeks paid vacation, given a new city
vehicle which he takes home every night,
gas paid for by the city and takes every
Friday off. His annual salary is $120,744
before extra benefits. As a single mom I
would love to have a job where I'm given
seven weeks paid vacation from the day I
start, 5% raise every May 1 and take every
Friday off to spend a long weekend with
my kids, wow. The city clerk is making
$4,546.53 a month, $80/hr. less than a for-
mer qualified long time city clerk with an
annual salary of $54,558. Administration

Call
815-476-7635
to make an
appointment.
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Department has a budget of $1,806,000
and I bet taxpayers would love to see
where all that money is being spent on.

The sore loser

WILMINGTON—To the Sound Off
poster of “Fair and Square.” You are cor-
rect, Trump won in 2024 fair and square.
Biden won in 2020 fair and square. So
explain why the 2020 loser tried to over-
throw the government but nobody has
attempted that after the 2024 election?
Republicans are screaming because
Michelle Obama is not attending the
inauguration. The 2020 loser didn’t attend
in 2021 and that was OK.? Want more?

Take ‘em down

DIAMOND—I'm calling about people
leaving their political signs in their yards.
The election was two months ago it’s time
to take them down especially the little
house by the railroad tracks in Coal City.
We know you support Trump and he won,
it's time to put them away. I put my
Kamala away and I don't see the purpose
of you leaving yours up for so long and it
makes the city look tacky. So please take
them down.

Suffered with Biden

DIAMOND—Trump did not win
because he is so great. He won because
the past four years with Biden hurt every-
one and there had to be a change one way
or another. Kamala could have won until
she stated in an interview that she would
change nothing that Biden did. That sunk
her battleship immediately. So who was
left? In January of 2021 when Biden was
inaugurated, inflation was at a comfort-
able 1.4% and the national average price
for gas was $2.33. We all know what hap-
pened very soon after that. A couple writ-
ers out there stated that Trump does not
care about inflation and he could care less
about average Americans. I guess that
statement applies more to Biden than
Trump at this point. What did he do in his
four years to end this? I guess he did not
care about the average people then.
Someone else states that Trump wants to
spill American blood. How many wars
were there from 2016-2020?2 How about
the Israel-Hamas war? Soon after Trump
won the election he gave a stern warning
to Hamas to let loose of those hostages
before he is inaugurated. A few days
before his inauguration Hamas is handing
over hostages. Biden could not do that in
15 months? On the world political stage
Biden is considered weak. Then the
botched Afghan exit where 13 of our
troops were killed. Talk about spilling
American blood. We suffered with Biden
for four years and probably will with
Trump too. If you want to hear something
positive go talk to the leaders of your
town. They understand what we say. Let
Trump make his mistakes and call him out
on it. Although, as long as you all keep
blaming him for Biden’s disasters I will be
here to remind you of the truth. Your
friendly neighborhood Independent,
John.

His supporters

WILMINGTON—Not all of Trump’s
supporters are racists, but all racists sup-
port Trump.

Not a clue

COAL CITY—For the person that
wanted "transparency,” take a look at your
own party which gives very limited access
to Biden and hid Biden's dementia and
failing cognitive issues for years. By the
way, check on how many vacation days he
took during his term, more than he
worked. This just didn't have happen
overnight. All he does is just do what
someone tells him to say or do. I ask you...
who do you think is actually running this
country, since Biden doesn't have a clue?
This is what really scares me about the
Democrats. They hide everything and
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never tell the truth or keep their promises.
Give President Trump a chance and then
evaluate his performance on immigra-
tion, economy, security and strengthening
our country on the world stage.

Beware of scammers

WILMINGTON—Many voters chose
Trump because they thought he is good
for the economy. When Trump became
president in 2017, he inherited an econo-
my that was thriving and he continued to
run it by favoring the wealthy causing
income inequality to soar. And then Covid
happened which Trump refused to
acknowledge and it exploded across the
country. Did you know that President
Obama wrote a manual on how to handle
pandemics due to his administration's
successful elimination of Ebola, the flesh-
eating disease? But the spiteful Trump had
thrown that manual into the trash, hitting
the 'delete’ button because he was too
stupid to realize he might need it some-
day. And that's one of the many ways
Trump mishandled Covid, driving the
economy into the ground and leaving the
Biden administration to dig its way out.
Furthermore, Trump personally declared
bankruptcy six times and no U.S. banks
would do business with him except
Deutsche bank. And despite his father's
help bailing out his failed casinos in which
the house always wins, Trump was never a
successful businessman but rather a good
reality show host. Unfortunately,
Americans never discerned that his acting
skills serve him well as an imposter. Irene

A vicious cycle

GARDNER—To the Trump supporter
saying we're outnumbered, I think he
needs to read the page again. Yes, his con-
victed felon and sexual predator won the
election, but it was far from "fair and
square.” With the help of disinformation,
thousands of lies, voter suppression,
threats, and of course the help of Russia,
China, Hungary, and the rest of his dicta-
tor friends, he pulled it off. Oh, and let's
not forget the billionaires. The grift has
never stopped and the money is just pour-
ing in for him, but it won't help you. It
always goes in his pockets. In years to
come we'll find out that there were many
other cases of voter fraud as you all like to
call it. Now that you're happy and about to
destroy our country and our Democracy
enjoy what is about to come. You won't
get what he promised you and you may
never get to vote again. You'll be ruled by
the billionaires you said you hated. Tax
cuts for them will come out of your pock-
et. We'll lose our insurance, Medicare,
Medicaid, Snap, and any other good thing
we have. Prices will NOT come down as
they were starting to the last four years.
You were just so impatient with inflation
and the price of eggs (and by the way, the
reason is bird flu) you wouldn't believe
the truth. So many good things were done
in the last four years and we could have
made great strides in these next four, but
now we'll have to suffer through all of this
garbage and hopefully start over again,
because that's what we do. Republicans
destroy the economy, and Democrats
have to come in and clean it up. It's a
vicious cycle. So many people died
because of how your guy ignored Covid
and Biden got us back. It takes time and
he did it. What happens when the next
pandemic comes along? How many peo-
ple will die because of him this time?
Conspiracy theories instead of science.
Stupidity instead of common sense. The
rule of law is dead and our Democracy
may well be also. He wasn't my president
last time and he won't be this time either.
The norms are gone and there is only one
party on the side of Democracy, and it
isn't the Republicans. We will fight again,
and we will win honestly. May God help
us thru this hell we're entering into, and
God bless our troops and Veterans.
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Warm Up With These Hot Deals From Berkot's!

Top Quality Groceries, Amazing Prices! - Berkot's Is Your Meat Headquarters

ERKOT'S

~sUPER Foops=  Fresh. Friendly. Focused on you.
Sales valid 1/23/25-1/29/25 | STORE HOURS: 7 AM - 9 PM

ALL ITEMS AVAILABILITY BASED ON SUPPLY. QUANTITIES MAY BE LIMITED. NO RAINCHECKS WILL BE PROVIDED.

Berkot's Farm Fresh, Medium-Size, 99
Restaurant-Quality Family Pack Ib W
Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast un“ﬁ ,"?,‘;'é‘;g?s Berkot's FAMOUS Homemade
3 Ibs or more (Smaller Pkgs- $4.99/Ib) |Pricewithoutcoupon: 52990} Corned Beef Flat Round

Prairie Fresh Marinated Pork Tenderloins- 18.4 oz Fresh, Never Frozen Atlantic Salmon Whole Fillets

$4 ea

LIMIT 1 DFFER'

Berkot’s Famous
Filet Mignon- 5 oz

Berkot's Famous
King Cut Filet Mignon- 8 oz

Select Var. - Single Price: $8.99/ea 2-3 Ib Avg. (Smaller Portions $9.99/Ib)

Yukon Gold Potatoes- 3 Ib bag « Cherry or Grape Tomatoes- pint « Crisp Celery « Mini Peppers- 11b bag + Garlic- 5 pk «
Whole Baby Bella Mushrooms- 8 oz « OLIPOP Drinks- 12 oz « Navel Oranges- 3 |b bag « Yellow Onions- 3 |b bag + White
Dragonfruit- per Ib - Broccoli Crowns- per |b « Brussels Sprouts- per |b

[ DIGHTAL COUPON
| 99

Ib
LIMIT 2 PACKAGES
LIMIT 1 OFFER IS

Berkot’s Famous
Country Style Bacon (7 Ibs or more)

with digital
coupon*

Romaine Hearts- 3 pk « Extra Large Mangos « Seedless Cucumbers « Crisp Red or Green Peppers « Brown Coconuts « Crisp
Cucumbers « Radishes- 1 |b bag - Campari Tomatoes- 11b « Crisp Romaine Lettuce « Sweet, Juicy Navel Oranges- per |b «
Farm Fresh Green Beans- per Ib « Snow White Cauliflower- per Ib « Gala, Fuji, Red Delicious, or Pink Lady Apples- per Ib «
Texas Grapefruit- per Ib + Sweet Onions- per Ib + Garden Ripe Roma Tomatoes- per |b

Berkot’s Fresh
80% Ground Beef (2 |bs or more)

*Price without digital coupon varies. Limits vary. ltems sold by the pound are limited to total specified number of pounds in a single transaction.

Miller Extra Light
12 pk12 oz
btls or cans =

START PLANNING
THE PERFECT

Premium DIGITAL El]lIP[IN

Blueberries- Pint

I.IMI'I' 1 OFFER‘ f <

© CHECK OUT PAGE 6 FOR
GREAT CATERING OPTIONS!

Entenmann's 1§ 5 Blue Ribbon Classics
Little Bites f i Frozen Dairy Dessert
6.88-975 oz g | l
Mini Donut ( L
Snack Pack \ ol

12 0z

Mini Cakes or !
Snack Pies
9.25-14 0z

Sel. Var.

Single: $579 =*°
b

Sparkling lce
Drinks- 17 oz

LIMIT 1 OFFER*
Price without coupon: $4.99

DIGITAL COUPON

Berkot’s Fresh All-Natural Duroc
Whole Boneless Pork Loin

srsstsssrstnranraseasenntanenrenranraneans

Berkot’s Farm Fresh
Chicken Drumsticks

Bellatoria Donkey Chips Green Giant
Ultra Thin- 12.76-21.710z Salted Tortilla Chips Vegetables m[i"M- cum’ﬂ“

Garlic Cheese Bread 2 pk- 121 0z Moz 7-8 0z 9

LIMIT 2 PIZZAS
LIMIT 1 OFFER*
Prica without coupon: $7.99

Price vithaut coupon: $199

Cormn &
Butter

LIMIT 4 PACKAGES
Green lGJanr LIMIT 1 OFFER"

Prairie Farms

XL Chips-5-8 oz 1%, 2%, or

Single: { Skim Milk -_
$4.99 J | 1Gallon

Absopure
mElmI' cmlﬂ]“ Purified Water- 24 pk .5L btls

99 Single: $3.99
R

WHEN BUYING 2 ¢ when
LIMIT 1 OFFER* . i
Price without coupon: $3.49 g i - B buying 4

PURI TED
Petesking Water

stsssesssssessntanssnesstntententsntantane

(. DIGITAL COUPON FROZEN

LIMIT 4 PACKAGES
LIMIT 1 OFFER*
Price without coupon:

Ragu Thomas' Nablsco
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Madigan should’ve known better

Dr. William M. White

Family Dentistry

- New patients
- Emergency visits welcome
All forms of insurance accepted
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M . Call (815) 634-8844

FULL VOLUME

Classic Rock « No Cover

T'e/FFY’S

WILMINGTON, IL

Like us on!
Check out

| T} A Class Act our website

Wilmington’s Neighborhood Drinking Establishment
1099 S. Water St. (Rt. 102), Wilmington » (815) 476-2700

Reep CUsTeR

SPRING 2025 SOLLER
REGISTRATION s

W (PN THROLGHFEBRARYLTH

Ub-UM 3160

with Sib hng discountd!

WWW REEDCUSTERSOCCER COM

OPEN TO KIDS AGES 3-M
INALL SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES!

(ONTACT US FOR MORE INFO!

() REEDCUSTERSOCCERCLUB
R REEDCUSTERSOCCERCLUB@GMALL.COM

LITTLE CoMET KICkeR:
$55

SHORKEY: PAINTING
(815)) 546-1321

1989 " Interion/Exterior

| FULLCOLOR
- Banners -

- Yard Signs -
- Post Cards -
- Brochures -

Customized to your liking.
Competitive prices.

THE FREE PRESS

111S. Water St., Wilmington, IL

LIFTED

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
CONCRETE RAISING

Spray Foam Concrete
Insulation Raising
* garages * driveways
*pole buildings = sidewalks
« attics * patios
* basements * stairs
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Former Illinois House
Speaker Michael
Madigan’s longtime law
firm partner Vincent “Bud”
Getzendanner testified in
Madigan’s defense against
numerous federal charges
last week.

One of the main
themes of Getzendanner’s
testimony was the proper-
ty tax firm’s process of
weeding out clients and
potential clients who
could pose a conflict of
interest to Madigan.

Getzendanner testi-
fied “there would be a
meeting once or twice a
year involving Madigan's
statehouse legal staff
regarding Madigan &
Getzendanner clients,”
Sun-Times reporter Jon
Seidel reported from the
courtroom. Getzendanner
would also periodically
send the firm’s client list to
some of  Madigan’s
Statehouse staffers so that
they could check it against
legislation that was cur-
rently before the Illinois
House, Seidel noted.

The jury was also
shown emails from
Madigan’s legislative
staffers to Getzendanner
regarding inquiries about
the firm's clients, or
whether some entities with
issues before the legisla-
ture were clients.

“There was a constant
back and forth between
Mike's legislative staff and
the law office,”

Getzendanner told
jurors, according
to Dave Byrnes
with Courthouse
News.
Getzendanner
also testified that
he had the final
say about whether
to bring in clients.
As an exam-
ple, in a memo
shown to jurors
f r o] m
Getzendanner to Madigan,
Getzendanner wrote, “No
file is accepted and
opened until I do a review
to determine if the firm’s
representation would con-
stitute a conflict, or the
appearance of a conflict,
with  your legislative
duties,” reported the
Tribune’s Jason Meisner.
Jurors were shown a
chart of Madigan clients
with notations from vari-
ous folks about potential
conflicts. “Most entries on
the chart say, ‘no conflict,”
reported Seidel. Madigan
attorney Dan Collins high-
lighted one email that
read, "possible appear-
ance of conflict; principal
owner of Walton is Neil
Bluhm who is principal
owner of Rivers Casino.
Very thin connection, but
err on side of caution.”
This thorough and
nearly constant vetting
process is why the people
who thought they knew
Madigan well firmly
believed that he under-

KofC Youth free throw
contest to be held Jan. 25

All boys and girls ages
10 through 14 are invited to
participate in the local level
of competition of the
Knights of Columbus Free

Throw Championship.
The Wilmington
Knights of Columbus

#11149 will host the local
contest on Saturday, Jan.
25. Registration will be 8:30
a.m. and competition will
begin at 9 a.m. in the St
Rose Parish gymnasium,
626 S. Kankakee St
Wilmington.

All young people, not
in another local contest,
are invited to participate.
Each will vy for the best of
15 consecutive free throws.

The Knights of
Columbus Free Throw
is spon-

Championship

SURANCE

i StateFarm

MOTORCYCLE

sored annually with the
winners progressing
through local, district,
regional and state competi-
tions. National winners are
awarded based on the
scores accumulated in the
various rounds of competi-
tion.

Participants will com-
pete in their respective age
division. All contestants on
the local level will be recog-
nized for their participa-
tion. There is no entry fee.

Proof of age and writ-
ten parental consent will be
required the morning of the
event.

Entry forms will be
available at the contest or
contact Eli Geiss at 779-
227-5075.

BUSINESS PROPERTY

1350 E. Division St., Diamond
(815) 634-2222 jerry@jerryhallahan.com
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616 Pavy Lane, Wilmington
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MELODIE J. LUCKETT
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Wilmington, IL 60481
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Office 815-476-5242
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stood where
the legal lines
were and that
he had never
crossed them.
Some still
believe that’s
true today.

Clients
with  land-
transfer
issues would
definitely be
screened out,
Getzendanner testified,
according to  Seidel.
“That's a category where
you absolutely could not
take on a client.”

And vyet, the prosecu-
tion has shown jurors evi-
dence that Madigan did,
indeed, work on legislation
to help a real estate
investor by trying to move
a Chinatown land transfer
bill through the House.
The feds also presented
evidence that allege a suc-
cessful transfer would've
resulted in legal business
for Madigan &
Getzendanner from that
developer.

The deal was being
put together by then-
Chicago Ald. Danny Solis,
who became a mole for the
FBI after being confronted
with his own lawbreaking.
As I've told you before,
Madigan instructed Solis
to reach out to Michael
McClain to see if he could
help. McClain was
Madigan’s top advisor and
the trial's Madigan co-
defendant.

Madigan later told
Solis that he was consider-
ing approaching the
Mllinois Department of
Transportation about the
transfer, because the
agency was an important
part of the process. He
then told Solis, “I'm trying
to figure out a way to

approach it,” suggesting
that he was trying to help
with the transfer while
avoiding leaving his finger-
prints.

Madigan suggested at
one point that McClain
talk to a Senator, then
received a briefing from
McClain about legislators
who were opposing the
bill.

At one point, Solis told
Madigan that if the House
Speaker could “take care”
of that Chinatown transfer
by the end of spring ses-
sion, “I'm confident they’ll
appreciate it and ... sign
you up on after May,” as
their property tax attorney.

OK, wait a second.
Didn't Getzendanner testi-
fy under oath that he had
the final say in taking on
new clients and that there
was no way a client with a
land transfer bill would
ever be accepted? And
wasn't there a massive and
ongoing client vetting
process?

It doesn’t matter to the
feds. Policies can be
changed, after all. And
they have enough record-
ings to suggest Madigan
was pushing the bill and
was being told hed get a
new client out of it.

“One of my regrets is
that I had any time spent
with Danny Solis,”
Madigan told jurors,
according to the Sun-
Times.

The trial is wrapping
up as I write this. But what-
ever happens, Madigan
should’'ve known better
than to have ever worked
with Solis. He brought all
this on himself.

Rich Miller also pub-
lishes Capitol Fax, a daily
political newsletter, and
CapitolFax.com.

Final week to
recycle your used
Christmas lights

The Braidwood
Lions Club is collecting
used/non-working
strands of Christmas
lights thru Jan. 31.

Collection bins will
be located inside
Whitmore Ace Hardware
in Braidwood and Coal
City. The Lions will also
accept them during the
club’'s Christmas Tree
sale fundraiser during
hours of operation.

All proceeds from
the recycling will benefit
the Braidwood Lions

Club’s sight and sound
services for the visually
and hearing impaired
residing in the
Braidwood, Godley and
Shadow Lakes commu-
nities.

Please place all
strands of lights into
plastic bags before plac-
ing them into the collec-
tion bins.

For more informa-
tion please call
(815)791-8093 or visit
www.braidwoodlions
club.org.

ORDER YOUR BUSINESS CARDS
from the Free Press Newspapers
Call 815-476-7966 and ask for Eric
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Wilmington
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No Deposit Required
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Those claims cattle causing global warming

Dear EarthTalk: I've
heard that cattle cause a
large share of global
methane emissions that fuel
global warming. What can
be done besides reducing or
eliminating meat consump-
tion?

-N.V.

EARTH
TALKO

Questions & Answers
About Our Environment

Methane is a green-
house gas that is 28 times
more potent than carbon
dioxide (CO2) when trap-
ping heat in the atmos-
phere and is responsible for
nearly half of the 1.1-degree
Celsius increase in global
temperatures. The gas is
short-lived and gets broken
down into CO2 and water
vapor after a decade.

Cattle are ruminants:
their stomachs allow them
to digest fiber-rich foods
like grass and hay. This pro-
duces methane, expelled as
gas when cattle belch.
Every year, a single cow will
belch around 220 pounds

of methane, which is oxi-
dized to CO2, absorbed by
plants and reintroduced
into cows' diets.

One of the most prom-
ising ways to reduce
methane is altering cows'
diets. Methane is primarily
produced by the digestion
of fiber, so feeding cattle
grains and fats like corn
and barley may lower
methane output. A study
led CU Boulder, NIST, and
Kansas State University
explored this idea, feeding
cows sorghum, a more sus-
tainable crop requiring less
water and fertilizer.

Initial findings reveal
minor differences in emis-
sions, but further research
will determine if these
changes are statistically sig-
nificant. Another approach,
tested by scientists at UC
Davis, involved adding one
percent red seaweed to cat-
tle feed, which reduced
methane emissions by up
to 60 percent without
affecting milk production.

Another potential solu-
tion is genetic selection.
Cattle living on the same
farm, eating identical
amounts of feed, can pro-
duce different amounts of
methane because of certain
genetic traits. Scientists are
exploring possibilities of
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altering cows' diets.

breeding for these traits or
breeding cattle with bulls to
reduce emissions.

Additionally, methane
reducing feed additives,
which incorporate less than
one percent of cattle diets,
can interrupt the methane-
formation process and
reduce emissions. However,
certain additives require
further approval for animal
health. Methane-reducing
vaccines are also a viable
solution that requires fur-
ther testing, and are unlike-
ly to be available before the
end of the decade.

Changing  manage-
ment practices is expensive
and many farmers have no
economic incentives to

ONE OF THE most promlsmg wa)}s to reduce methane |s

adopt such methods.

Therefore, many coun-
tries and organizations are
developing a Payment for
Environmental  Services
(PES) program to financial-
ly support these changes.
Economists argue that
these programs need to be
tailored to meet the specific
funding needs of farmers
across different regions.
Emissions intensity varies
greatly across different
countries based on their
income level, with 6-16
times more intense emis-
sions in lower income
countries, due to less effi-
cient systems.

Anyone can make a
difference by supporting
sustainable  agriculture,

Gas prices creeping up, but there are still a few bargains

Average gasoline prices
in Illinois have risen 2.5
cents per gallon in the last
week, averaging $3.23/g,
according to GasBuddy's
survey of 4,378 stations in
Illinois. Prices in Illinois are

0.9 cents per gallon lower
than a month ago and
stand 2.1 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago. The
national average price of
diesel has increased 8.1
cents in the last week and

Wilmington Freemason's
chili cook-off seeks entries

The Wilmington
Freemasons Lodge #208
will be having their 15th
annual Chili Cook-Off and
bake sale to fund the
Pedals for Progress pro-
gram/bookfair for
Wilmington schools on

Sunday, Feb. 2 from 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m.

Tasting and a bowl of
house chili $10 for adults,
$5 for kids over 11 and free

for kids 11 and under.
There will also be $1 hot
dogs available.

Wilmington Masonic
Lodge is located at 311
Main St., Wilmington.

Think you have what it
takes to be the Chili King?
Register to be a contestant.
Call Ben Stickel 815-370-
7331 or Matt Lohmar 815-
210-9606.

stands at $3.6 per gallon.

Locally, gas prices are
creeping up, though you
can still get gas for $2.98/g
at BP on Lorenzo Rd,,
Wilmington. However, it
will cost you $3.21/g at
Circle K.

In Braidwood, expect
to pay $3.14/g at Casey’s all
or $3.39/g at Marathon.

Coal City’s prices have
spiked. Gas at Shell is
$3.27/g and $3.29/g at BP.

Nor will you save much
by traveling to Morris
where gas runs $3.19 at BP
up to $3.29 at Shell.

Finally, Bourbonnais
has gas for $2.99/g at Road
Ranger, but it spikes up to
$3.19/g at other locations.

"It was only a matter of
time before the national
average began to rise, with
oil prices last week reach-
ing their highest level since

DR. LUCAS TANNER
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July. Diesel prices have also
jumped, driven by cold
weather that has boosted
heating oil demand," said
Patrick De Haan, head of

petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy.
"In addition, with

President Trump's inaugu-
ration, there could be price
impacts depending on the
executive orders he is
preparing to sign. We'll be
closely monitoring poten-
tial impacts from any
orders, while the threat of
tariffs and possible retribu-
tion from Canada remain
top of mind.”

The cheapest you’ll
find gas in Illinois is $2.84/g
while the highest was
$4.49/g, a differ of $1.65/g.

advocating for policy
changes, reducing food
waste, adopting a plant-
based diet and spreading
awareness about this issue.
EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

Visit www.aeplayer.com/ilovemaoney
Must be 21 or older to parlicipale. No purchase necessary.
Purchase will not increasa chances of winning.

0dds of winning depend on number of entries received.
See management for full rules or more information.
Gamhbling problem? Please call 1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537).

Lisw Manie's
HATIR SALON
* Men
. Women
. Chlldren

CUTS % COLOR
450 Davy Ln., Wilmington

(708) 465-3198

1099 S. Water St., Wilmington * 815-476-2764

(815) 634-0100

Riverside’s Coal City Campus is now offering:
Physical Therapy

m Oncology and Infusion

m Electrophysiology and Cardiology
m New Primary Care provider with expanded hours

Coal City Campus
5775 E. Highway 113 | Coal City, IL 60416

riversidehealthcare.org/coalcity

Expanded
Services!

Growing for the Community

-~ RIVERSIDE

HEALTHCARE
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COAL CITY—
Norman Dale Lutes, 76,
of Coal City, passed
away on Thursday, |
Jan. 16, 2025 at his home. |

He was born on July 18, 1948 |
in Newport, AR to Clyde Lutes |
and Elsie (McSpadden) Latham. °
Norman served his country hon-
orably in the United States Army
during the Vietnam Era. He married
Belinda J. Moore on May 4, 1981 in
Pontiac, IL. Together, they raised their
daughters. Norman retired in 2012 after 34
years at Akzo Nobel as a Lead
Maintenance Mechanic. He loved helping
his family, neighbors and friends.

He is survived by his wife of 43 years,
Belinda Lutes; his daughters, Bryn (Rene”
A. Garza) Lutes and Afton (Andy Vota)
Lutes; his grandchildren: Westin Serena,
Wyleigh Serena, Monique Waddell,
Kenneth R. Smith and Kenneth E. Bannon
III; his great-grandchildren: Cadence Kent,
Kash Smith, Kye Smith, Joseph Bannon

e
]
N

Karen Rae Shroba, 76, formerly
of Wilmington, passed away on Jan. A
11, 2025.

Karen was born in Joliet on
Dec. 14,1948. She attended
Catholic schools throughout her
life, honored to be a graduate of
the first co-ed class at Providence
Catholic High School in New ¥
Lenox in 1966. Shortly after high
school, she met the love of her life,
Larry. Karen and Larry were married in
the fall of 1973 and welcomed their chil-
dren, Kevin and Angie shortly afterwards.
Karen was just as strong as a supporter of
Larry, as he was for her. They made a good
team. They spent over 40 years at the
home Larry lovingly built for them to raise
their family in. She, along with Larry, gave
Kevin and Angie an idyllic childhood filled
with so many happy memories of time on
the river, camping, vacations to Florida, all
day pool days, and inside the walls of the
family home.

Karen was happy to be a stay-at-home
mom for many years. This allowed her to
cart Kevin and Angie off to their multiple
activities and volunteer her time as Cub
Scout Leader and Brownie Leader. Once
the kids were old enough to be "Latchkey
Kids," Karen returned to the work force.
She worked for many years at a local bank,
close enough to allow her to run home
over lunch break and check in. She also
had many happy years as an administra-
tive assistant at Horseshoe Casino. Her
final place of employment was at Riverside
Diabetes Center, where she made many
friends and genuinely enjoyed helping the
patients who came for appointments. Her
pleasant nature and easy smile were
appreciated and a welcome sight for many
patients. She was also very active in the
Women's Club at Providence Catholic
High School when her children were
enrolled.

In her retirement, Karen loved to trav-
el to Florida where each year she and Larry
became snow birds. They spent time visit-
ing her only sister there, as well as making

COAL CITY—Robert Joseph
Walsh, 72, of Coal City, passed away
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, at his
home.

Born Oct. 26, 1952, in Joliet,
Bob was the son of Kenneth and
Elsie (Unger) Walsh. He was
raised and educated in Coal City
and graduated from Coal City
High School with the class of 1970.
On June 24, 1978, he married the
love of his life, Susan at Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Coal City, and together they
shared 46 years of marriage.

His career began immediately after
graduation and never truly stopped. Bob
started his professional journey at Fluor
Construction, Reichhold Chemical and
Wolven TV + Appliance, gaining a wealth of
experience before branching out on his
own. In 1986, he founded Walsh Appliance
Repair, quickly becoming a trusted figure
in the community. He was the first-person
people called when things went wrong
with their appliances. No matter the time
of day or night, Bob was always there to
lend a hand, offering his services with
unmatched generosity and dedication. His
reputation for reliability and kindness was
well-known, and he became a beloved fix-
ture in the lives of many; whether it be fix-
ing an appliance or providing much need-
ed additional space at The Diamond Self
Storage.

Outside of his work, Bob had a deep
love for sports, particularly his local
Chicago teams. He was an avid supporter
of the Bears and the White Sox, always
keeping up with their games and cheering
them on. Sports weren't his only interest,
though. Bob also relished spending quality
time with his family at the Coal City Area
Club, where they created many cherished
memories. He had a deep appreciation for
the outdoors, and as an avid hunter and
fisherman, he often spent afternoons
enjoying nature. Whether casting a line or
simply enjoying the peace of the outdoors,
those moments were precious to him.

Above all, Bob's family was his great-
est joy. He was a proud father and an even
prouder grandfather, always attending his
grandchildren’s extracurricular activities,
particularly their sports events. To his fam-
ily, Bob was more than just a relative—he
was a steadfast, generous, and fun-loving
figure, someone they could always count
on. His dependability, compassion, and
selflessness were qualities that defined

Norman Lutes

Karen Shroba

Robert Walsh

OBITUARIES
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and Rhonda Bannon; his sister,
Becky (Dean) Haldorson and many
nieces, nephews, brothers and
sisters-in-law.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; his daughter,
Rhonda Swanson; his brother,
Douglas Lutes and his brother,
Troy Lutes (in infancy).

Cremation rites have been
accorded.

Memorial Visitation will be from 2
p-m. until the time of the memorial service
at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025 at
Ferrari Funeral Service, 1044 Ferrari Dr., in
Coal City.

Inurnment will be private at Braceville
Gardner Cemetery.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guestbook at www.ferrari-
funeral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City
are entrusted with arrangements.

. many new friends. Serious games of
@ Scrabble, trips to the beach, and
3 ; late nights with multi-course din-

94 ners and drinks were the norm.
She and Larry also spent time
exploring areas of South
Carolina, South Dakota, Arizona,
Wisconsin and Michigan. She'd
already be planning the next trip

while on their current vacation.

Karen was a true friend to

many. She was described as loving,
fun, and always welcoming. She didn't
hesitate to step in and help a friend in

need. Karen would never turn down a

shopping trip and spent many years brav-

ing the Black Friday crowds with her spe-
cial friends: Lynn, Mary and Chris. She will
be dearly missed by beloved family friend

of over 50 years, Nancy. Karen also loved a

"fancy" cup of coffee and any kind of

dessert, especially chocolate. Even as her

health failed, her eyes would light up at the
mention of chocolate. She loved gathering

family and friends together to share a

meal.

Karen was a loyal wife, caring mother,
and doting grandma who will be missed
fiercely. Heartfelt thanks are extended to
the entire staff at Vista Grande Villa and
Tammy at Careline Hospice. We appreciate
the love and respect you always showed.

She is survived by her strongest sup-
porter, her husband of 51 years, Lawrence
(Larry). She was the proud mother to son,
Kevin (Becky) Shroba and daughter, Angie
(Ted) Lefere. Her favorite title was
"Grandma" and she will be greatly missed
by her grandchildren: Andrew and Daniel
Shroba and Maggie, Helen, Luke and
James Lefere.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Elmer and Pauline Weese and older
sister, Lynn Weese.

The family is having a private, local
service. Karen's life will be celebrated with
family and friends at a later date in Illinois
and details will be forthcoming.

Desnoyer Funeral Home in Jackson,
MI is entrusted with arrangements.

him, making him not just a loved
one, but a true gentleman in every
sense of the word. He was the
kind of person who would drop
everything to help others, and
his legacy is one of kindness, loy-
alty, and unwavering support.

Survivors include his wife,
Susan Walsh, of Coal City; two
children: Kelli (Peter) Ogrodnik,
Christopher (Allison) Walsh; five
grandchildren: Madeline Ogrodnik,
Peter Ogrodnik, John Ogrodnik, Harrison
Walsh, Ace Walsh; his mother-in-law,
Gloria Zerboglio; one sister, Ann
Stansberry; two sisters-in-law, Lori (John)
Halliday, Julie (Darren) Stiles, and numer-
ous nieces and nephews, as well as several
cousins.

Bob was preceded in death by his par-
ents; one brother, Kenneth (Murphy)
Walsh; his father-in-law, Robert Zerboglio
and one brother-in-law, Robert Stansberry
Jr.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.
Broadway St., one block north of Illinois
Route 113 in Coal City on Wednesday, Jan.
22, 2025, from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m., and
again on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025 at
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Roman Catholic Church, 195 S. Kankakee
St. in Coal City from 10 a.m. until time of
funeral service at 11 am. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated with
Father Josh Miller presiding and Deacon
William Dunn assisting.

Pallbearers will be: Adam Walsh, Davis
Walsh, Kyle Halliday, Colin Stiles, Peter
Ogrodnik and Bobby Stansberry III.
Honorary Pallbearers will be: Earl Fatlan,
Ed Unger, David McClucklie and Raymond
Berta.

Cremation rites will be accorded fol-
lowing the services, and a private inurn-
ment will take place at a later date.

Preferred memorials may be made out
to Lightways Hospice or to Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Roman Catholic
Church.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Bob’s memorial page online through
social media.

Funeral services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in Coal
City.

WILMINGTON—Gregory  G.
Fisher, 75, of Wilmington, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday,
Jan. 15, 2025 at OSF St. Clare
Medical Center in Princeton, IL.

Born on June 24, 1949, in St.
Paul, MN, Greg was a son of
George Harrison and Janet (Dike) '@
Fisher. He spent his early years in
Ivanhoe, MN, before moving with
his family to Fort Madison, IA, in
1963. There, Greg graduated from
Aquinas High School.

In 1980, Greg relocated to
Wilmington, where he planted lasting
roots. Known for his culinary skills, he ini-
tially worked as a chef before joining the
family business, The Free Press
Newspapers, where he skillfully managed
the information technology department.
Greg’s passion for technology led him to
attend the DeVry Institute of Technology in
Chicago, and he remained a trusted
resource for staying ahead in the ever-
evolving tech world.

Greg’s love of cooking was a defining
feature of his life. He generously shared his
talents with various organizations, finding
joy in serving others through his culinary
expertise. In addition to his love for food,
Greg delighted in the timeless charm of
movies.

Survivors include his siblings: Dr.

HAZEL
Thomas "Tom" Murray,

CREST—

e

————= 83, of Hazel Crest, IL,
formerly of

Wilmington, passed away |

Monday, Jan. 13, 2025 at Charter |
Senior Living in Hazel Crest.

Born Aug. 26, 1941 in Joliet,
Thomas Henry was the son of
Harold and Martha (Rowe) Murray.
He was raised and educated in
Lockport and graduated from Lockport
Township High School with the class of
1959. Tom then attended Joliet Junior
College before enlisting in the United
States Army, serving honorably from 1963
to 1965. On June 12, 1976, he married
Angela P. Jangula in Channahon, and
together they made their home in
Wilmington.

Tom worked for the Exxon Mobil Joliet
Refinery as an operator for 23 years until
he formally retired. He attended Saint Rose
Catholic Church in Wilmington, and will
be remembered for his mechanical incli-
nations. If something was broken or not
quite working just right, he had the natural
talent and determination to fix it. Tom was
very content to retire and spend time on
his mini farm and work out in his garage.
Above all else, he was a husband, father,
and grandfather, who provided for them

WILMINGTON—
Peter E Runions Sr., 72,
of Wilmington, passed
away unexpectedly on
Sunday, Jan. 19, 2025 at |
Ascension St. Joseph Medical
Center in Joliet.

Born March 6, 1952 in
Chicago, Peter Francis was a son
of Charles Sr. and Agnes (McCue)
Runions. He was raised in Chicago
and graduated from Fanger High
School with the class of 1970. Pete enlisted
in the United States Army and was proud
to be a member of the 5th Airborne Special
Forces Group. During his military service,
he was a tunnel rat and even acted as the
personal driver to General William
Westmoreland.

Pete worked as a car salesman for
many years at Mancari's Chrysler Jeep
Dodge in Crestwood, IL, and in his later
years he worked as process server and as a
volunteer cross guard for the Reed-Custer
School District in Braidwood. He enjoyed
playing in his regular APA Pool League,
starting at the Wilmington VFW Post and
continuing to play at several other estab-
lishments in the area. He loved working on
cars and going for bike rides, either bicy-
cles or motorcycles. Pete will be most
remembered as a true family man, devot-
ing himself to raising his kid and spoiling
his grandchildren.

Survivors include his wife, Christine
Runions, of Wilmington, who he married
on June 1, 1995; five children: Nicholas
(Annette) Runions, of New Lenox; Joshua

———
e e

DIAMOND—Shane James
Pampuch, 56, of Diamond, passed <.
away on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025 at
Rush University Medical Center
in Chicago. j

Born on July 1, 1968 in Joliet, |
he was the son of James and |
Judith (nee Moats) Pampuch. On

Cromp at the First Presbyterian
Church in Braidwood and together
they built a life revolving around their
love of each other and their family. He was
a laborer for nearly 27 years at Ardex
Americas in Bourbonnais and was also
employed at Berkots in Wilmington as a
stocker.

A Chicago Bears fan, he also enjoyed
watching the old classic TV shows. He
enjoyed fishing. He was a family man and
more than anything enjoyed spending
time with his wife, children and grandchil-
dren, especially family game nights. Shane
leaves behind a legacy of love and kind-
ness that will be felt for generations. He is
dearly missed by all who loved him.

Surviving are his wife, Lynn Pampuch;
children: Jamie Cromp (Gary Donnelly), of
Monroe Center, IL; Kaitlin Pampuch, of

Gregory G. Fisher

Thomas Murray,

Peter E Runions Sr.

Shane Pampuch

Marc (Kris) Fisher, of Manteno; Alan
(Suzanne) Fisher, of St. Charles;

Eric (Janet) Fisher, of Wilmington;
\ Jeffrey (Mary Theresa) Fisher, of
| Coal City; Joy Africano, of
5 Buffalo, NY; Janet Sue (Thomas)
"4 Schatz, of Lemont and Beth
(James) Brace, of Westmont; 21
nieces and nephews and numer-
ous great-nieces and great-
nephews.

Greg was preceded in death by his
parents.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Saint Rose Catholic Church,
604 S. Kankakee St. in Wilmington on
Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025 from 10 a.m. until
time of funeral service at 11 a.m. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated with
Reverend Sebastian Gargol presiding.

Burial will follow in Mt. Olivet
Catholic Cemetery in Wilmington, where
Greg will be laid to rest with his parents.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Greg's memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

the best he could and set a great
example for those who were dear-
est to him.

Survivors include his wife,

Angela Murray, of Hazel Crest;
four children: Matthew Murray,
of Conway, AR; Kathryn Murray
(Charlie Corrigan), of LaGrange
Park, IL; Daniel (Candice), of
Hensley, AR and David (Jennifer)
Murray, of Braidwood, as well as
nine grandchildren, one great-grand-
child, and two sisters: Kay (the late Jerry)
Stonitsch, of Florida and Jane (Don)
Carter, of Osage Beach, MO.

Tom was preceded in death by his par-
ents.

Funeral services were held Monday,
Jan. 20, 2025 at Baskerville Funeral Home
in Wilmington. Burial followed at
Woodlawn Memorial Park in Joliet where
Tom was laid to rest with his parents.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book at
www.ReevesFuneral.com, upload photo-
graphs, and share Thomas’ memorial page
via social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements were made under the direc-
tion and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory.

Runions, of Orland Park; Tony
Runions, of Wilmington; Eric (Lisa)
Runions, of Coal City and Peter E
Runions Jr., of Wilmington; three
grandchildren: Dominic,
Madison and Lilly; his mother-
in-law, Beatrice Blaha and sister-
in-law, Kathy Blaha, both of Oak
Lawn, IL and several nieces and
nephews, including Carol
Vanderploeg.

Pete was preceded in death by his
parents, and his father-in-law, Henry
Blaha; three siblings: Patrick Runions,
Charles Runions Jr., and Becky Best and
three nieces: Cynthia, Char, and Connie.

The family wishes to extend their
most sincere appreciation to Dr. Daniele
De Girolami for his years of friendship and
care to Pete and his family.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700
E, Kahler Rd., in Wilmington on Friday, Jan.
24, 2025 from 4 p.m. until the Celebration
of Life at 7 p.m.

Cremation rites will be accorded fol-
lowing the services and Pete will be laid to
rest at Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share Pete's tribute page via
social media.

Funeral services and cremation
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in
Wilmington.

Diamond; Michael Pampuch (Alex
)\ Michalak),of Norfolk, VA and

gme. Madison Pampuch, of Diamond;
grandchildren, Bradyn and
Aubrey Donnelly; mother, Judith
Pampuch, of Joliet; sister, Shilo
(Pat) Canning, of Paducah, KY;
brother, Shannon Pampuch (Pat
Mayfield), of Joliet and beloved
dogs, Lexi and Rosie.

Preceding him in death were
his father, James Pampuch and grand-
parents.

Cremation rites have been accorded.
Memorial visitation will be held at R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory on
Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025 beginning at 10
a.m. until time of funeral service begin-
ning at 1 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be directed to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society.

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, please log on to
www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or
find them on Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St., Braidwood has
been entrusted with arrangements.
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MORRIS—H. Paul Fruland, 89,
of Morris, passed away peacefully
on Jan. 18, 2025, surrounded by
his loving family.

Paul was the beloved hus-
band of his high school sweet-
heart, the late Charlene Fruland
and a devoted father to DiAnn
Hillesland, Mike Fruland, Heidi
Wozniak (Bob), and Eric Fruland
(Ann). He was a proud “Bumpa” to
10 grandchildren: Zachary (Claire)
Hillesland, Haley (Noah) Hirshman,
Michael (Ali) Fruland, Joshua Fruland,
Lauren (John) Rerucha, Wyatt Fruland,
Meg (Jackson) Mihevc, Matt Wozniak, Lila
Fruland and Will Fruland and six great-
grandchildren: Ava Kulka, Owen and
Hadley Fruland, Jax and Josie Rerucha,
and Lottie Hillesland. He was also a cher-
ished uncle to Ed (Jan) Harseim, Carlene
(Dave) Reid, Tom Harseim, Amy (Patrick)
Snow and Brian Fruland.

Born on March 19, 1935, in Morris, he
was the son of Earl and Charlotte Fruland.
He was the older brother to Doug and Dick
(Kathy). Paul graduated from Morris
Community High School in 1953, attended
Northern Illinois University and later pur-
sued studies at Worsham College of
Mortuary Science. He joined his father as
the funeral director at Fruland Funeral
Home and served the community with
compassion until his retirement. He also
served on the Board of Directors at the
Morris Savings and Loan for many years.

A man of unwavering faith, Paul was a
devout member of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, where he served as an usher for
over 70 years, rarely missing a Sunday. He
was known for his deep love of family and
always put them before himself. Paul's life
was a true reflection of his moral compass,
guiding those around him with kindness,
humility, and love.

Paul's heart was full of pride for his
Norwegian heritage, and this was only sec-
ond to his hometown, which he referred to
as the “garden spot of the world.” His daily

MORRIS—Mildred "Millie"
Margaret Dyer (née Weitz), 83, of .
Morris, passed away peacefully in £
her sleep on Jan. 19, 2025 at
Arcadia Nursing Home.

BornJuly 31, 1941, in Morrls, e
Millie was the daughter of Herb |
and Genevieve “Toots” Weitz. She -
was a graduate of Morris
Community High School with the
class of 1959. She went on to further
her education at Illinois State
University, graduating in 1963 with a bach-
elor’s degree in education.

Millie married Harold Schofield in
1963. As they made their home in various
cities in Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin, they
had three children: Sally, Steve and Lisa.

She returned to Morris in January
1983, where she attained her master’s
degree in curriculum and instruction at
Illinois State University and dedicated her
career to teaching Kindergarten, 1st, and
2nd graders for 17 years. She loved her stu-
dents, especially finding joy in singing silly
songs, helping with crafts, and finding
unique Halloween costumes.

Millie married the love of her life,
Hank Dyer, in June 1994, with whom she
spent 17 wonderful years. She loved
spending time with her family, friends, and
with her dogs and cat. She had a very good
sense of humor and a wonderful laugh.
She enjoyed knitting, was an avid reader,
and was an excellent baker.

She was a long-time member of the
First United Methodist Church of Morris,
where she served as the Handbell Director
for many years and volunteered for vari-
ous programs, including PADS and St.
Vincent’s Table. With a passion for helping
others, she served as a County Board
Member and on its various committees for
20 years. She also participated with the
Grundy County Retired Teachers
Association, the Grundy County Historical

Lois A.

MORRIS—Lois A. Newell, 92, of
Morris, passed away Friday, Jan.
17, 2025 at Serenity Care in
Morris.

Born May 3, 1932 in Deer
Park, IL, Los Arlene was the
daughter of Sigurd and Delia
(Voll) Ostby. She was raised and ¥
educated in Serena, IL where she
graduated from high school with
the class of 1950. On June 28, 1960
Lois married Elmer Newell in Morris
where together they built their home and
raised their family.

She made her family her number one
priority, working hard to raise the children
and maintain the family home. Lois was a
familiar face at Dairy Queen in Morris
where she worked part-time for 25 years,
and hired out her ironing services to help
make ends meet. She was a long time
member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in
Morris and featured her lovely singing
voice with the Sweet Adeline Ladies
singing group. Lois took pleasure in hand
crafts such as latch hooking and crochet,
and would often collaborate with her hus-
band painting the wooden crafts he would
create.

She could be described as "an angel
on Earth," whose giving nature and gener-
ous spirit was readily available for anyone
in need. Lois' happy disposition was infec-
tious, often able to brighten anyone's day
simply by being in her presence. She loved
her family dearly, especially her grandchil-
dren, and though it is difficult to say good-
bye to her, all can find comfort that she is
reunited with her beloved Elmer.

Survivors include her three children:
Cathy (Dan) Odell and Pam (the late Chris)
Jonesen, both of Morris and Brian (Vicki)

H. Paul Fruland

Mildred Dyer

Newell

OBITUARIES

routine included a 38-minute walk
and daily coffee with his lifelong
friends, a tradition that spanned
more than 50 years. There, he
joked that discussions revolved
around sports when they were
young, politics in midlife, and
health in their later years. He was
an avid Redskin fan, known for
walking the sidelines. He enjoyed
classic movies, especially his
favorite, It's a Wonderful Life—a film
that reflected his small town values. To his
family, Paul was George Bailey, always
ready to lend a hand, offer a word of wis-
dom, and show up for every occasion, no
matter how big or small.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, wife, Charlene; brother, Doug, and
son-in-law, Dan Hillesland. Paul leaves
behind a legacy that will live on through
his family, friends, and all who had the
privilege of knowing him. Simply put, Paul
was the best son, brother, husband, father,
grandfather, uncle, friend and neighbor.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
202 W. Jefferson St. in Morris on Jan. 28,
2025, from 10 a.m. until time of funeral
service at 12 p.m. Pastor Patrick Lohse will
officiate and interment will follow in Mt.
Carmel Cemetery in Morris.

A special thank you goes out to
Carlene and Dave Reid and Ed Harseim for
their above and beyond generosity and
support over the last several years.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly
requests that donations be made to
Operation St. Nick or Bethlehem Lutheran
Church.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.FrulandFuneralHome. com
to sign the guest book, upload photo-
graphs and share Paul's memorial page
online through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves, Baskerville and Fruland
Funeral Homes.

Society, the Grundy County
Republican Women’s Group, and
other community groups.

Millie touched many lives in
her lifetime, and her legacy will
still live on for many years to
come.

Millie is survived by her chil-
dren: Sally (Roger) Hausken, Steve
(Amy) Schofield and Lisa (Patrick)
Simpson. She was a proud grand-
mother to Kate (Glenn Tallar)
Hausken, Lauren (Ethan) Barse, Amanda
Schofield, Sarah Schofield, and Michael
Schofield, and she was blessed with great-
grandchildren: Caleb and Myles Barse,
Vivian and Lance Tallar. Millie is also sur-
vived by her sister, Judy (Walt) Roll,
numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.

Preceding her in death were her par-
ents, Herb and Toots Weit; her husband,
Hank Dyer and many beloved pets.

The family will receive friends at the
First United Methodist Church, 118 W.
Jackson St. in Morris on Saturday, Jan. 25,
2025 from 9 a.m. until time of funeral serv-
ice at 11 a.m. with Rev. Dr. Keck Mowry
officiating.

A private family burial will take place
in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood.

Memorial donations can be made to
the First United Methodist Church, 118 W.
Jackson St., Morris, IL 60450 or the Pine
Bluff Animal Hospital, 7995 E. Pine Bluff
Rd., Morris, IL 60450.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.FrulandFuneralHome. com
to sign the guest book, upload photo-
graphs and share Millie’s memorial page
online through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves, Baskerville and Fruland
Funeral Homes.

Newell, of Newark, IL; seven grand-
children: Nicholas (Tara) Odell,
Ben Odell, Pete Odell, Nikki
. Hardecopf (Eric Bebar), Brandon
I Newell (Missy Pumphrey), Ryan
| (Katie) Newell and Brianna (Eric)
} Koester; nine great-grandchil-
dren: Tayton, Kendon, Brayden,
/ Gannon, Bryson, Kaden, Keeli,

Colton and Alex; one sister-in-law,
> Loretta (the late Marion) Ostby, of

Marseilles and one brother-in-law,
Richard Newell, of Los Angeles, CA and
several nieces and nephews.

Lois was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband, one son, Albert
Newell, and two grandsons: Albert Jr. and
Josh Newell; and two brothers: Harry
(Kathy) Ostby and Dale (Carol) Ostby.

Per Lois' wishes, cremation rites are
being accorded.

The family will receive friends for a
memorial visitation at Fruland Funeral
Home, 121 W. Jefferson St., in Morris on
Monday, Jan. 27, 2025 from 10 a.m. until
the time of memorial service at 12 p.m.
Pastor Steve Larson will officiate, and bur-
ial will follow at Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Lois' memory to the family for dis-
tribution to local charities of their choos-
ing.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.FrulandFuneralHome. com
to sign the online guest book, upload pho-
tographs, and share Lois' memorial page
via social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves, Baskerville &
Fruland Funeral Homes and Crematory.

GOOSE LAKE—John Mikula, 84,
of Goose Lake, formerly of
Lockport, IL, passed away Frlday,
Jan. 17, 2025 at his home. 4

Born Aug. 18, 1940 in |
Lockport, John Raymond was the |
son of John and Victoria !
(Dobosz) Mikula. He was raised
in Lockport and graduated from
Lockport Township High School.
John worked for Caterpillar Tractor
Company in Joliet for 35 years until he
retired in 1995, and then owned and oper-
ated Victoria's Antique Shop in Coal City
for many years. He thoroughly enjoyed
antiques and going to flea markets, selling
every year at Dwight Harvest Days, and
even learned how to sell goods and discov-
er great finds on ebay.

John bought his property in Goose
Lake in 1972, and built his home from the
ground up and moved in 1974. He had a
natural instinct for craftsmanship, partic-
ularly carpentry, and used his skills not
only to build his home, but also remodel
several additional homes. John was a
member of the Goose Lake Club and Coal
City Area Club, as well as the Fraternal
Order of Eagles and Loyal Order of Moose
in Morris. He was quick with a joke for
every occasion, was an avid Chicago Cubs
and Bears fan, and was always up for a
game of cards or solving puzzles. Many
memories were made staying at
Fitzgerald's Motel in Wisconsin Dells,
where remembered as one of their favorite
families.

Survivors include his wife, Sharon
Mikula, of Goose Lake; five children:
Amber Mikula, of Plainfield; Angela (the
late David) Stirbis, of Ottawa; John (Sue)
Mikula, Jr., of Warner Robins, GA and
Joseph (Tina) Mikula and James Mikula,

o

o
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WILMINGTON—
EZ_——= John P. Marshall, 81, of
M Wilmington, and for-

merly of Chicago,
passed away unexpectedly on
Friday, Jan. 17, 2025 at Ascension
St. Joseph Medical Center in
Joliet.

Born May 18, 1943, in
Chicago, John Patrick was a son to \
John and Sophie (Strzemp)
Marshall. He was raised and educated
in Chicago and went on to honorably serve
in the United States Army. John worked as
a surveyor with Local 130 until retirement.
He enjoyed photography, music, and col-
lecting coins, rocks, gemstones, and fos-
sils.

A devoted grandfather, John cher-
ished time with his grandkids and will be
remembered for his humor, simple nature,
and love of life’s small joys.

Survivors include his son and daugh-
ter-in-law, John C. and Andrea Marshall, of

EILWOOD—Georgia Sue Sewall,
94, of FElwood, passed away
Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024 in Elm
Grove, WI.

Born Jan. 29, 1930 in Chicago, |
Georgia was a daughter of Alois {
and Vivian (Millard) Haid. She {
was raised and educated in
Downers Grove, IL, and on June 24,
1950 she married Robert E Sewall in
Chicago.

Professionally, Georgia con-
tributed her skills to the Chicago Tribune’s
advertising department as a sales repre-
sentative, later serving as an
Administrative  Assistant at Lewis
University. Known for her expertise as a
seamstress, she dedicated time to inde-
pendent work, helping those in need of
her craft.

Georgia was a committed community
member, attending Elwood Community
Church, and taking part in both the
Elwood History Club and the Jackson
Twilighters Club. Her dedication to local
history and honoring the memory of Civil
War veterans was notable; she collaborat-
ed with the Veteran’s Administration to
restore and replace neglected headstones,
ensuring these soldiers were remembered
with dignity. Additionally, Georgia was
passionate about genealogy and enjoyed
various hand crafts, particularly cross-
stitch and embroidery.

Georgia's devotion to family, history,
and community, along with her love for
crafting, left a lasting legacy for all who
knew her.

Survivors include her three sons:

CRYSTAL LAKE—David ].
Ligocki, 65, of Crystal Lake, IL,
passed away Tuesday, Jan, 14, 2025,
at Northwestern Central DuPage
Hospital in Winfield, IL. j

Born March 14, 1959, in
Chicago, David was a son of John §
and Regina Ligocki. He was raised
in Schaumburg, IL and graduated
from Proviso West High School.
David worked in retail for his remain-
ing years in the workforce until he
retired. His last position was a manager for
Walmart in Palatine. He found great pur-
pose in putting in a hard day’s work. David
was extremely mathematical and enjoyed
being around people. Though gone too
soon, he made an impact on many people
and tried the best he could to leave a posi-
tive legacy behind.

Survivors include his daughter, Kelsey
Ligocki, of Essex and his stepson, Daniel
Shock, of Michigan; two grandchildren:

John Mikula

John P. Marshall

Georgia Sewall

David J.

both of Morris; one step-son,

Donald (Laura) Bedford, of
Waterloo, IL; 12 grandchildren:
Ashley  (Rusty)  Fosnaugh,

Kourtnie Huddleston, Corey
(Megan) Mikula, Kammiroen
(Phillip) Reilly, Kelsey (Ryan)
Boese, Chayancze Stirbis, Joshua
Mikula, Caitlin Mikula, John
"Jack" Mikula, Loren Mikula,
Austin  Bedford and Nicholas
Bedford; nine great-grandchildren:
Blake and Luke Fosnaugh, Brooke
Huddleston, Lydia and Zoei Mikula, Creed
and Blare Reilly, and Nora and Tucker
Boese; one sister, Carol (the late Leon)
Bazzarone, of Coal City; one brother-in-
law, Alan (Judi) Bachert, of Wildwood, MO
and several nieces and nephews.

John was preceded in death by his
parents and one sister, Jacqueline
(Howard) Mau.

Per John's wishes, cremation rites are
being accorded.

The family will receive friends for a
memorial visitation at Peace Lutheran
Church, 101 Candlelight Drive in Morris
on Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025 from 9 a.m. until
the time of memorial service at 12 p.m.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in John's memory to: Grundy County
PA.D.S., Grundy County We Care, or to the
Grundy County Community Foundation.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share John's memorial page
via social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in Coal
City

Ocala, FL; four grandchildren:
Alexander “A.].,” Juliana, Blake and
Joshua and his half-sister, Debbie

Ivankowski, of Tinley Park, IL.

John was preceded in

death by his parents and one

brother, Ronald.

Cremation rites have
been accorded, and he will be laid
to rest in Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery in Elwood with
military honors at a later date.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share John's memorial page online
through social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in
Wilmington.

Steven  (Sharon) Sewall, of
Brookfield, WI; Mark (Nga) Sewall,
of Georgetown, TX and Paul
(Laura) Sewall, of Haslet, TX; five
grandchildren: Nicole (Ben)
Miller, of Knoxville, TN; Jennifer
Sewall, of Grand Junction, CO;
Jillian (Billy) Thomas, of Haslet,
TX; Bethany (Daniel) Gallagher,
of Peotone and Megan Sewall, of
Norman, OK, as well as seven great-
grandchildren and one sister, Jane
(the late Joseph) Srail, of Statesville, NC.

Georgia was preceded in death by her
parents and her husband; one brother,
Roger Haid, and her brother and sister-in-
law, Ralph Sewall and MaryAnn Sewall.

Per her wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded.

The family will receive friends for a
memorial visitation Jan. 28, 2025 at
Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler
Rd., in Wilmington from 10 a.m. until the
time of the memorial service at 11:30 a.m.

Inurnment will follow the service at
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood where Georgia will be laid to rest
with her late husband.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto: www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share Georgia’s memorial
page via social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in
Wilmington.

Ligocki

Jack and Jordan Nelson-Ligocki;
and one brother, Scott (Heather)
Ligocki and their family.

David was preceded in
death by his parents and one
sister, Tina Ligocki.

The family received friends
for a visitation at Baskerville

Funeral Home in Wilmington on
Friday, Jan. 17, 2025.
Per David's wishes, cremation
rites were accorded following the visi-
tation.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share David's memorial page
via social media.

Services and arrangements were
made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes and
Crematory in Wilmington.
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Prom Dress Collection

At all Whitmore Ace Hardware locations

Please donate clean gently worn prom dresses
purchased after 2020, purses, jewelry, shoes or

email:melissascloset@whitmoreace.com
www.facebook.com/melissacrystalprom

EVERY STUDENT SHOULD BE
ABLE TO AFFORD PROM

now - February 27th

any prom attire.

e SSA MICHALOWSKI & CRy:
i oRY OF MELSSS & CRYSTAp
1 MEMC CARg

www.melissascloset.org

warrenscollisioncenteril.com

v/ Finest quality warranted
collision repair

v Rentals available

v/ Certified technicians

v All insurance accepted

v Completed in a timely fashion

Georgia
Southern
University
recognizes
President’s
list

Georgia
Southern
University recently
recognized approx-
imately 2,520 stu-
dents on the Fall
2024  President's
List. Rylee Endrst of
Diamond has been
named to the list
for excellence in
academics.

To be eligible
for the President's
List, a student must
have at least a 4.0
grade point average
and carry a mini-
mum of 12 hours
for the semester.

GARDNER—Kurt L. Mathes, 81, of
Gardner, formerly of Tuscola, IL, passed
away Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2025 at Morris
Hospital.

Born Dec. 14, 1943 in Cleveland, OH,
Kurt was the son of Walter Mathes Jr. and
Gladys (Nicholl) Mathes. He was raised in
Lakewood, OH, graduated from Lakewood
High School, class of 1961, and completed
a Bachelor's Degree in Chemical
Engineering at Case Institute of
Technology in Cleveland, OH. On May 29,
1969, Kurt married Betty Lou Griffin in
Tuscola, which they would call their home
for the next 19 years until they relocated to
Gardner in 1988.

He worked as a chemical engineer for
Millennium Chemical Plant in Tuscola
from 1965 to 1988, and later relocated to
their Morris facility, now known as
LyondellBassel, and worked there until he
retired in 1998. Kurt was an avid golfer for
his entire life, playing regularly at the
Dwight Country Club. He was blessed to

PUBLIC NOTICES

Because it’s your right to know

OBITUARIES

Kurt L. Mathes

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

share 55 years of marriage with his loving
wife, Betty, who was his best friend and
companion.

Survivors include his wife, Betty
Mathes, of Gardner; one sister, Karen
MclIntyre (Mark Minns), of Grafton, OH;
nephew, Brain McIntyre; niece, Stacy
(Rob) Bolin; great-nieces and nephews,
Erin and Collin McIntyre, Caleb and Noah
Daw, and Sophia Bolin; and many cousins.

Kurt was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Walter and Gladys Mathes.

Per his wishes, cremation rites are
being accorded and there will be no servic-
es at this time.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share Kurt's memorial page
via social media.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Coal City.
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———
860 E.Z. St., Braidwood
815-458-3300

WE CARE BEYOND THE REPAIR!

6:30pm

Braidwood Post 039

Tuesday Night Flash Max Bingo
Pull Tabs
Bingo

Doors Open  4:00pm
Home of the “Big Guy”

Commander Bill Kiley
815-216-2570

6:30pm Hot Food, Snacks & Beverages

553 Kennedy Road
Braidwood, IL 60408

*Cuslomers who bundle
property, policy
auto or

American Family

N

LIFE'S BETTER WHEN

You could save on home & auto when you also purchase life insurance
from American Family Life Insurance Company.

Get your personalized quote today.

wal | I &
6000 American Parkway, Madison,

YOU BUNDLE.

Gerald Gresham, Agent
1095 S. Water St., Unit C
Wilmington, IL 60481
teamgresham@amfam.com

(815) 476-6364

i
AMERICAN FAMILY
[ 1nsSuRANCE ]

policies. Discounts may vary by stale.

Co

nerican Family Life In
83 2024 22535 - 04124 - 24029512

CLASS!

FIEDS

Deadlines
Classified Display
Fridays - 5 p.m.
Classified Word Ads
Mondays - noon

Pre-payment required for all classified ads unless customer has a pre established business account

The Free Press Newspapers will be responsible for the first

Cost

incorrect insertion, and its liabilities shall be limited to the price

on one insertion. The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right

to classify correctly, edit, reject or cancel any advertisement at

any time in accordance with its palicy. All ads must be checked
for errors the first week of publication by the advertiser.

Phone (815) 476-7966 or (815) 634-0315

Line Ads are up to 30 words
(20¢ for each word over 30)
1 wk.- $17; 2 wks.- $21;

3 wks.- $25; 4 wks.-$29*
$1.00 Extra per line for bold or
caps on classified

Wilmington, 2nd floor,
efficiency/studio, $600
month plus security,
plus utilities, no pets,
no smoking, Text
815-768-5020. cc2-5

BUSINESS
PROPERTIES
FOR RENT

For Rent - Pole Barn
Bay - 52 feet long,
31.5 ft. wide. Large
overhead door, bath-
room, heat, electric
and water. Call
815-390-5193.

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale - Large utility
trailer. 19.5 ft. long
and 7 ft. wide. Free
lumber. Call 815-390-

for details. “plus .0399% with credit card
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APARTMENTS HELP WANTED HELP WANTED SERVICE &
FOR RENT REPAIRS

Friends Over Fifty has
an immediate need for
two full-time schedul-
ers. We help the eld-
erly maintain their inde-
pendence by providing
in-home companion-
ship and other non-
medical  assistance
with Activities of Daily
Living. This is largely
an administrative posi-
tion in  our of-
fice with minimal care
duties. Some travel
may be required within
Will and Grundy coun-
ties.  Although office
hours are 9-5, M-F,
you must commit to
taking responsibility for
our scheduling phone
on nights and week-
ends alternating with
other office staff.
Training is provided as
well as PTO, partially
self-funded insurance
plan available and em-
ployer matching IRA.
Salary range is $17-

Friends Over Fifty has
an immediate need for
Caregivers for various
days and care shifts.
We help the elderly
maintain their inde-
pendence by providing
in-home companion-
ship and other non-
medical  assistance
with Activities of Daily
Living. Training is pro-
vided as well as a
salary of $15-$17 per
hour and employer
matching IRA. Apply
online today at https://
fofseniorcare.ersp.biz/
employment or call
815-545-4760.

PETS

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats.

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ck47-20

STORAGE

N . \"‘:ﬁ

ic

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50

~(815)
942-9190

GRUNDY COUNTY’S

#1 HOME SELLER

Source: Midwest Real Estate DataBase, (MLS) Single Family Detached Homes Sold in 2024 By Grundy County Offices.

21

CENTURY 21

Coleman-Hornsby

99% Customer
Satisfaction
Rating

Loca Newspapers are

IMPORTANT

WANTED

<<
"

12

WANTED

51 93. $20 per hour With . Dawlanu.ﬂilmtnm
bonus incentives. gew! E_i_rrewtand T?lrr]ﬁtw | \ SCRAP METAL
Hay for sale. Big bales, Apply online today at Bgier gZOS'W Balti)f _
square bales, small. If https:// more }(Nilmin tbn I * Farm Machmery
you need hay, give us fofseniorcare.ersp.biz/ 60481 815-4976-5'304 Gard A
a call. 779-435-2498. employment or call slewis@trinttyservices » Garden Tractors
cc4-6 B15-545-4760. ol © | LOST & FOUND « Snowmobiles
Have you found a lost [§ *Appliances
pet or lost a pet in Will .
SERVICE & County? Please call * Anything Metal
B|E| C|K R|E|S T. REPAIRS Will County Animal -
Fluls|i [N|a slalm|alr|A Control. We may have Free pichup
R EIPIRIO|O|F plalclt |F 1 c. A Thousand Words yOUf_Pet- We Want_to
A Teloli T [F e mlals e Photography reunite your family, 7dags 43
385 N. Second Ave.  815-462-5633.
PlO|R|C E[n|fAa|T|E R|O|D Coal City 815-210-8819 48
S|T|U|N T wli|T 1N Mandy Eaton
Slel ali slelt Iz Tels 815-791-2913 53
o|P|E|C D|E|E|S 58
PILIUIR[A|L s|eE|T|s
E|R|A E|lPlE|E s|E|lE|S .5a
E|Y|E s{tf1|R|s S|A|T|E
RIE|L|II |G|l |Oo|s|I|T]|Y B|o|D CLUES ACROSS
siclalrRl1 |[E|rRMs AL T|I N|E 1. "Loser” rocker
5. Partner to relaxation
TIUT|O R|S B/E/A|/R E|R 9. Mixing
P E|N|N M D s. 11. Winged nut
13. Expression of blame
15. Vast ocean
16. Comedienne Gasteyer
8l1c|VS|4]|9])1]|6]|€ 17, Multiply
19. Meat from a pig
6(L|G)8|C|E)L|9|V (French)
21. Related
22. Rocker Stewart
/— 9 8 6 17 I’ 8 a 9 23. Surprise completely
25. Loon
g 6 9 17 8 8 8 Ll 4 26. Canister
ey 8 clele 8 9 27. Large, deep-bodied
fish
29. Takes forcefully
8 8 8 L 9 L V 9 6 31. Oil cartel
33. Palmer and Hepburn
are two
17 A 3 9 lv 9 6 S 8 34. More than one
8 6 8 36. Places down purpose-
fully
9 L Z 9 17 L 38. Pitching statistic
39. Type of sword
9 8 L]1€|6 17 S|L Z 41. Witnesses

43, Body part 15. Felt for
44. Mixes slowly 18. Codified rules
46. Satisfy 20. Small dome

48. Strong belief
52. One’s physique (slang)

24. Chevrotain
26. Male reproductive

53. More frightening gland
54. Soup cracker 28. Controversial beliefs
56. Teaches 30.227
57. One who carries some- 32. One who confines
thing another
58. Actor Sean 34. Bishop
59. Changes 35. Garlands
37. Bird that flies by the
CLUES DOWN coast
1. __ Aires, city 38. Optical device

2. Coarse grass

3. Type of gene

4. Door handle

5. Competition

6. Muslim ruler title

7. Hunting expeditions

8. Large mollusk

9. Bind securely

10. Former U.S. presiden-

40. Greek goddess of dis-
cord

42. Some are “Rolling”

43. Formerly (archaic)

45. Thrust a knife into

47. German river

49. Atomic #26

50. Make a grotesque face
51. Primordial matter of the

tial candidate universe
11. 2-point plays in football ~ 55. Chinese philosophical
12. Breezed through principle

14. Type setting
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In a health advisory
sent to long-term care
(LTC) facilities, farm
bureaus and local health
departments, the IDPH
reports large commercial
poultry flocks in central
and southern Illinois have
recently tested positive for
the H5N1 virus.

Farm owners are now
in the process of “de-pop-
ulating” the birds. Several
counties in northern
Illinois have reported
events where many ducks
and geese have died,
referred to as die-offs.

The reason LTCs
received the notice is
because many are located
on retention ponds that
attract waterfowl and wild
birds.

No human cases have
been reported in Illinois
yet. But health officials
continue to warn those
who interact with poten-
tially infected animals that
if they don’t wear the prop-
er personal protective
equipment (PPE), they are
at higher risk of developing
the novel influenza A virus
due to H5N1.

Doug Kasper, MD, an
infectious disease special-
ist with OSF HealthCare,
says bird flu has really hurt
local American farms.

"Avian flu is a different
strain of Influenza A. It's a
strain that has been circu-
lating in bird and cattle
populations for over two
years. It has been devastat-
ing to those populations,
like poultry and dairy
farms across the country,”

Dr. Kasper says.

"What was unique was
that in the calendar year
2024, was the first con-
firmed testing where the
spread from an animal to a
human occurred of this
specific strain of influen-
za."

In early January, the
Louisiana Department of
Health reported the first-
ever human bird flu death
in the United States. The
patient was reported to be
over 65 years of age and
had underlying medical
conditions.

The patient contract-
ed H5N1 after exposure to
sick and dead birds in a
backyard flock. Currently
bird flu is only transmitted
from animal to animal or
animal to person. There
have been no reported
cases to have transmitted
from human to human,
but Dr. Kasper says there is
always a concern about
that possibility.

"Whenever there is an
animal strain of infection
that's not typically found
in humans, we worry
about the impact of if it
were to cross over," Dr.
Kasper says. "We've seen
this with other infections
throughout history. Even
within COVID-19, there
was the initial thought that
it was an animal strain of
infection."

The current flu vac-
cine does not protect
against avian influenza, Dr.
Kasper said.

"Each  year the
influenza vaccine, which is
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Bird flu cases on the rise Morris Hospital Auxiliary to hold
gala to support cardiac care

made up of three or four
strains of influenza virus, is
reexamined and matched
up to a variety of factors to
try and predict which
strains will be most preva-
lent the next year," Dr.
Kasper said.

"Right now, avian flu
cases in humans are so low
that it doesn't warrant a
different strain that would
be much more likely to be
found."

IDPH’s guidance to
LTCs is to have residents
tested for the flu if they are
suspected of having acute
respiratory illness.

Don’t touch dead or
sick birds, only trained
staff in appropriate PPE
should handle with cau-
tion.

"The average person
who does not interact with
poultry or dairy farms is at
very low risk of avian flu,"
Dr. Kasper said. “There is
concern that bird flu could
enter the food production
and distribution across
America. This is why the
United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) is
closely monitoring dairy
and poultry farms, to try
and limit any possible con-
tamination of dairy, meat
or poultry products.

The bird flu continues
to be rarely seen in
humans, as only 67 cases
(as of Jan. 15) have
beenfreported by the
Centers for  Disease
Control and Prevention.
Most cases have been mild.

Mobile food pantry coming
Monday to So. Wilmington

Catholic Charities'
Mobile Food Pantry will be
distributing  food on

Monday, Jan. 27, from 4

p-m. to 5:30 p.m. at St.
Lawrence Church (135 Rice
Road in South Wilmington)
in the church parking lot

Jump start 2025 with fiber-fast
speed, reliability and affordability!

Fiber Internet Plans
Start at Only

» 25/mo'

with AutoPay

Taxes & Equipment
Fees Included

[¥| Price-Lock for Life*

[ All-In Pricing’

[¥) NO contracts

[¥] NO hidden fees

[¥) FREE installation’

[¥] Equal upload and download speeds
[¥] NO data caps or throttling

[¥ 24/7local customer service

1-833-544-2983

Surfinternet.com

SURF Internet.

Restrictions apply. Go to Surflnternet.com for details. ©2024 Surf Internet

(rain or shine).

Catholic Charities and
the Northern Illinois Food
Bank have partnered to
deliver nutritious food
(meat, produce and non-
perishable items) to people
in need.

Participants are asked
to stay in their cars. The
Mobile Food Pantry will use
a “drive thru” method to
distribute pre-packed gro-
ceries.

You do not have to be
Catholic to participate.
Catholic Charities helps
people of all faiths and
beliefs. For more informa-
tion about Catholic
Charities, please visit
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.

Bismark
State College
Honor Roll

Alex Mccawley, of
Coal City, has been named
to the President's Honor
Roll for the Fall 2024
semester at Bismarck State
College.

Students must main-
tain at least a 3.50 grade
point on a 4.00 scale while
enrolled in at least 12
semester hours of classes
to qualify for the BSC
President's Honor Roll.

Proceeds will
be donated to
the Pedals for
Progress
Program/
BookFair

Hot Dogs: $1

House Chili: Included

Wilmington Lodge #208
15th Annual

and Bake Sale

When: Sunday February 2, 2025

Where: Masonic Lodge
311 Main St
Wilmington, lllinois

Contact Ben Stickel- 815-370-7331

or Matt Lohmar- 815-

Time: 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

210-9606

Tasting and a bowl
of House Chili:

$10 Adults

a $5 Kids over 11

I Under 11 - Free

The Morris Hospital
Auxiliary will hold its 55th
Anniversary Gala on
Saturday, Feb. 8 at
Jennifer's Garden, 555 Gore
Road, Morris, with pro-
ceeds supporting cardiac
care at Morris Hospital.

The event will begin
with cocktails and a silent
auction at 6 p.m., followed
at 7 p.m. by dinner and a
live auction. The live auc-
tion will feature spectacular
trips, tickets to major
Chicago sporting events
and other unique items.
Dancing and music will fol-
low. Black tie is optional.

According to Hannah
Wehrle, Morris Hospital
Auxiliary & Foundation
Officer, proceeds from the
Gala will help support car-
diac care programs and
equipment at Morris

Hospital, including the car-
diac catheterization lab
and Rhythm of Our Youth
screening program.
“Cardiovascular dis-
ease affects many families
in our local communities,”
said Wehrle. “The physi-
cians and staff at Morris
Hospital & Healthcare
Centers are committed to
providing advanced cardio-
vascular care locally. It is

because of generous
donors to the Morris
Hospital Auxiliary and

Foundation that we are
able to fund these critical,
lifesaving cardiac pro-
grams.”

Tickets are $175 per
person with seating avail-
able in tables of 10.
Sponsorship opportunities
are also available at various
levels. Sponsors to date

include the Morris Hospital
Medical Staff at the
Presenting Sponsor level,
Lightways Hospice and
Serious Illness Care at the
Diamond Sponsor level,
Block Electric and Grundy
Bank at the Gold Sponsor
level, and the City of Morris
and EPIC Group at the
Table Sponsor level.
Reservations are
requested by Jan. 27 and
can be made by going to
morrishospital.org/gala or
by calling Kelly Barry in the
Morris Hospital Auxiliary
office at 815-705-7024 or
emailing kbarry@mor-
rishospital.org. Donations
are also welcome from
those who would like to
help support cardiac care at
Morris Hospital but are
unable to attend the Gala.

Local churches offering meals
or pickup free food at pantries

CLA Food Pantry. Christian Life
Assembly, 2960 E Division St Diamond
IL. 815-578-5441. Available Tuesday
9:00-2:30 am and Friday 3:30 to 6 p.m.

Braidwood Food Pantry at
Community Care Center. Open
Tuesdays 8 to 11:45 a.m. 112 S. Center
Street, Braidwood. Information: 815-
325-0779

Ignite Christian Church, 1180 W 1st
St. Braidwood. Micro-pantry open 24
hours front of church Info: (815)-390-
5040

Top Fuel Saloon Food Pantry. Open
Fridays from 3 to 4 p.m. 275 S. Hickory
St., Braidwood.

Secret Pantry, for hours and loca-
tion see: The Original Secret Pantry
Facebook page

Coal City Food Pantry at Coal City
United Methodist Church. (Use south
entrance)Closed all federal holidays.
Open Mondays 9-11 a.m. and
Thursdays 1-3 p.m. 6805 E. McArdle
Road, Coal City. Information: 815-216-
3288.

We Care of Grundy County Food
Pantry. Office Hours: Mon.-Wed. and
Fri.: 8:30 am.-12 p.m. and 1:00-4:00
p.m. Pantry Hours: Monday-Friday

1:00-3:00 by appointment. Please call to
schedule your time to come 815-942-
6389. 530 Bedford Rd., Morris.
Information: 815-942-6389

Kuzma Care Cottage, food pantry.
635 S. Main Street, Wilmington. Hours:
M-F9-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. and the 2nd
Saturday of each month, 8-11 a.m. 815-
476-2030

Local Meals:

St. Vincent Table hot meals are
offered at various locations throughout
the year. Here are the months and loca-
tions for 2025. Hours for pick-up for
shut ins 4-4:30 p.m. Eat in start 4:30
until 5:30 p.m.

January-February 2025: CC First
Baptist Church, 4470 E Rt 113 Mazon.

March-April 2025: Assumption of
the BVM, 180 S Kankakee St., Coal City.

May-July 2025: New Hope
Presbyterian Church, 80 N. Garfield St
Coal City.

Aug.-Oct.  2025: Immaculate

Conception Church, 110 S School St
Braidwood.

Nov. 2025: Assumption of the BVM,
180 S Kankakee St Coal City.

December 2025: CC First Baptist
Church, 4470 E Rt 113 Mazon.

State Police cracking down
on hijacking, vehicle thefts

The Illinois State Police
(ISP) continues to target
vehicle theft, hijacking, and
related violent crimes using
grant funding from the
Illinois Secretary of State
Ilinois Vehicle Hijacking
and Motor Vehicle Theft
Prevention and Insurance
Verification Council.

ISP was awarded a $10
million grant for the first
fiscal year, and another
$677,000 grant announced
in June 2024.

From October through
December 2024, ISP mis-
sions resulted in the follow-
ing:

® 245 vehicles recov-
ered - stolen and/or
hijacked.

e 24 stolen vehicle
arrests, one hijacked vehi-

cle arrests; eight firearms
seized as a result of
stolen/hijacked  vehicle
recovery, with 31 missions
targeting stolen/hijacked
vehicle recovery and relat-
ed violent crime

* State Police K9s were
used for stolen/hijacked
vehicle recovery and relat-
ed violence crime on 10
occassions while air opera-
tions targeting
stolen/hijacked  vehicle
recovery were used 31
times.

Highlights of ISP vehi-
cle recovery efforts include:

e Oct. 4, 2024, ISP
located a stolen Lexus and
attempted a traffic stop on
94th and Rhodes in
Chicago, but the Lexus fled.
The Lexus parked at 79th

and Wabash and the driver
ran from the vehicle. ISP
took the driver into cus-
tody.

* Nov. 26, ISP located a
stolen Dodge and attempt-
ed a traffic stop on Garfield
at I-94 in Chicago, but the
Dodge fled. The Dodge
slowed and the passenger
exited and ran from the
vehicle. ISP took the pas-
senger into custody and
recovered two firearms.

¢ Dec. 20, ISP located a
stolen Jeep and attempted
a traffic stop on 1-94 at 79th
in Chicago, but the Jeep
fled. The Jeep was found
parked at a state park near
US 6 in LaSalle and two sus-
pects ran from the vehicle.
ISP took both suspects into
custody.

WINTER WONDERLAND
=~ Music Ball

HOSTED BY THE WILMINGTON MUSIC BOOSTERS AT WHS

The evening of Friday,

Jonuqry 31, from 7 to 9 PN\
ADULTS 310 CHILDREN $5

SNACKS (i

PHOTOS[@"

RAFFLES -

Dress to impress or
just put on your
dancing shoes!

INTER WONDEBLHND MUSIC BALL PRE-REGISTRATION

Student’s Name:

Total $

# of children attending:
# of adults attending:
Please complete this form along with your ticket money to your child's school
by Wednesday January 22nd. Checks payable to Wilmington Music Boosters.

enclosed
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Lady

WILDCAT SPORTS

‘Cats have a

big game Thursday

The last time the Lady  Nikki Quigley tallied three
Wildcats lost was Dec. 16  points.
when they fell 41-34 to Tuesday’s contest

Herscher. Since then they
have won seven straight,
beating Reed-Custer 37-29
on Thursday:.

Wilmington used a
pressure defense to hold
the Lady Comets to just
two points in the fourth
quarter, rallying from a 27-
24 deficit after the end of
the third quarter for the
come-back win.

Sophomore Sami
Liaromatis paced the Lady
‘Cats with 16 points, six
rebounds and eight steals.
Skylar Rossow finished
with 10 points and seven
rebounds while dishing
out six assists.

Scoring four points
each were Nina Egizio and
Melia Hincherick while

against Beecher was all
Lady ‘Cats as they won 44-
31.

Liaromatis was on fire
with a double-double of 21
points, 11 rebounds and
five steals. Quigley stepped
up for 11 points and four
rebounds. Hincherick
scored five points, Taylor
Stefancic tossed in three
points while Anna Morgan
and Alaina Clark had two
each.

Wilmington (16-4
overall, 6-2 in conference)
will be tested Thursday
when Manteno comes to
town. The Panthers are 16-
2 overall and 7-1 in ICE
play. Then on Monday they
will host Herscher.
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Photo by Elaine Fisher Ohlund
SHOOTING For the Lady Wildcats during a home contest is
Nikki Quigley.

hoto by Eric Fisher
DRIVING TO THE basket for the Lady Wildcats during a
recent home game is Alaina Clark.

‘Cats rebound

TAKING FIRST PLACE at 190 pounds during the Reed-
Custer wrestling Comet Classic on Saturday is WHS junior
Logan Van Duyne.

Wan uye(wd
2h

with a victory
over Westmont

The Wildcats boys
basketball team took a
beating against the con-
ference leading Bulldogs
but bounced right back
with a win over Westmont
on Saturday.

Wilmington’s offense
was clicking against the
Sentinals, something they
couldnt do  against
Streator the night before,
with nine players putting
up points.

Senior Ryan Nelson
paced the ‘Cats with an
impressive 19-point, 11-
rebound performance on
Saturday to put his team in
front early and never look
back.

Brysen Meents
chipped in with eight
points while Ryan Kettman
muscled up seven points
while grabbing seven
rebounds.

The controlled the
boards with 33 rebounds
total as they improved to
13-6 overall, 4-3 in the
conference.

Also scoring for the
‘Cats were Lucas Rink and
Declan Moran with four
points each. Walter Gross
and Hunter Osipavicius
came off the bench for
three points each, Kyle
Farrell had two and Drew

New Year, New You.

Put your health first this new year by scheduling an annual check-up with a
primary care provider. Primary care providers have a key role in helping you monitor
existing health issues, keeping you up-to-date on vaccinations and screening tests,
and detecting new health issues before they develop into something serious.
EVERYONE should have a primary care provider!

Morris Hospital primary care providers near you:

\ 3.

Dr. Spyro Analytis

(all 815-634-3500 to
schedule an appointment!

Dr. Darakhshan Anjum
Internal Medicine Pediatrics

Dr. Olga Peplos
Family Nurse Practitioner  Internal Medicine

Jackson one.

Wilmington had a
miserable time at Streator
(14-4, 7-0) as they strug-
gled in the first half against
the hosts who won it 58-
21.

The ‘Cats were 7-for-
35 from the field and had
13 turnovers.

The best they got was
five points from Moran,
followed by Meents with
four, three for Kettman
and two each for Nelson,
Farrell, Ryker Feil and
Reegan Bolin.

On Wednesday they
ran over Gardner-South
Wilmington 51-22 behind
the hot hand of Rink who
scored 17 points including
five three-pointers.

Kettman tossed in 11
points and pulled down six
rebounds while Nelson
finished with seven points
and eight rebounds.

Also helping out were
Meents with six points,
Zach Ohlund with four and
two each for Joey
Lewsader, Farrell and
Moran.

Wilmington will host
Manteno, who they lost to
before, on Friday. On
Tuesday they host
Herscher who they beat
37-35 earlier in the season.

Photo by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund

WHS SENIOR Reegan Bolin puts up a shot during Friday

night’s game against Streator.

WMS girls opens vball
season with a victory

The Wilmington
Middle School volleyball
teams kicked off their sea-
son the week of Jan. 13.
Eighth grade went 1-1 beat-
ing Reed-Custer but losing
to Morris Grade School in a
close 3 game match.

Against Reed-Custer,
25-23, 25-21, Nadine Liguid
led her team with 8 aces
and 10 digs. Violet Turcany
had 4 aces, 3 digs and 2
kills. Against MGS, 17-25,
26-24, 23-25, Liguid again
led defensively with 20 digs,
3 aces, 3 assists and a kill.
Izzy Edgeworth had 11 digs,
4 assists and 3 aces. Kelsie
Roeder added another 6
aces to go with her 2 kills
and 2 digs.

Seventh grade went 2-0
to start off their season
beating RC 25-16, 25-22
and MGS 22-25, 25-22, 25-
17. Against Reed-Custer
Kenzie Lupinski led her
team with 5 aces while
Brooklyn Long added
another 3 aces and a kill
and Aubrey Ptacek had 2
aces and a kill. Against
MGS, Lilly had 6 aces and
Long and Lupinski both
had 5 aces.

Sixth grade also started
their season off with a
bang! The A team lost their
first match against Seneca
17-25, 16-25. Maeve Bryant
had 5 digs and 4 aces. Aria
Jandeska had 3 aces. Both
Brooke Dickover and Emily
Van Duyne had 10 digs. The
B team won 25-20, 25-23.
Morgan Kelly led with 7
aces and 4 digs. Brie Talley
had 10 digs while KJ Skole
had 7 digs and 5 aces.

They then faced Reed-
Custer. The A team lost 19-
25, 26-24, 3-15. Van Duyne

led the team with 9 aces
and 6 digs. Bryant had 5
aces and Aryanna Prinko
had 8 digs. B team won 25-
6, 25-9. Morgan Kelly had
an amazing night behind
the service line with 21
aces. Talley added another
6 aces and 7 digs. Both the
A and B teams won against
MSG to finish out the week.
A team won 22-25, 30-28,
15-13.

Bryant led again with 6

v ———

aces and Van Duyne and
Grace Keane were right
behind her with 4 aces
each. Dickover led with 11
digs. The B team won 25-
27, 25-16, 15-4. Jandeska
had 11 aces with Skole and
Aleah Sanchez right behind
her with 7 and 5 respective-
ly. Madison Smith led with
8 digs.
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Photo by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund

WILDCAT LUCAS RINK dribbles around an opponent to take
the ball to the basket. Rink is averaging 13 points a game.
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