
BY PAM MONSON
EDITOR

Mike Russi is question-
ing claims made by his
opponents for Park District
commissioner that the fit-
ness center is self sufficient,
and that a lot of the
$500,000 paid by the
RidgePort Logistics Center
development is in the bank
as they maintain.

Russi, incumbent
Commissioner Dave
Melhorn, former commis-

sioner Randy Hill and Kevin
Ptacek are all running for
two open seats on the
Wilmington Island Park
District Board of
Commissioners.

The remarks were
made by Hill and Melhorn
during the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry’s
candidates’ forum on
March 15:

• Hill said he
crunched numbers for
months, wanting to ensure
the park facility on North

Water Street would not be a
long-term burden on the
community. His biggest
concern was that property
tax dollars would still be
critical to keeping the fit-
ness center open six or
seven years down the road. 

“My plans were, I want-
ed that to be self sufficient
within five years, that was
my goal. I knew we were not
going to be self sufficient
the first two or three years,
but gradually grow from
there. We’ve done that in

less than five years,” Hill
claimed. 

• Melhorn said two
pieces of equipment have
been purchased with the
RidgePort contributions,
and that “a lot” of the
money is still in the bank.

“We’ve got a lot of it still
in the bank, I don’t know the

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

Wilmington residents
may have to learn to how to
properly do the “Silly Walk,”
or face a possible fine.

The act is the latest
effort by city officials to gain
international attention as
Wilmington becomes the
first city in Illinois on his-
toric Route 66, and possibly
only the second throughout
the 2,451-mile length of the
Mother Road, with a desig-
nated Silly Walk crosswalk.

The crosswalk designa-
tion may go up as soon as
Saturday, at North Water and
Jackson streets, on the west
side of the roadway. The
location was announced
Monday.

“We think this is the
perfect spot for a Silly Walk
crosswalk,” commented
interim city administrator
Frank Koehler. “It is the exact
middle of the downtown dis-
trict and it will be in front of
the Route 66 mural that is
already attracting Route 66
travelers. The key to getting
people to Silly Walk though,
may be enforcement.”

How much that fine will
be for those who fail to Silly
Walk has yet to be deter-
mined.

The Silly Walk gained
international fame in 1970
when actor John Cleese per-
formed it on the British tele-
vision show “Monty Python’s
Flying Circus.”

Cleese is a bowler-hat-
ted civil servant seen walk-
ing the streets of London in a
very peculiar manner. His
unusual gait takes him to an
office called The Ministry of
Silly Walks where he passes
co-workers in the hallway
doing their own little Silly
Walks.

A man waiting in his
office explains that he is
there seeking grant money
to develop his Silly Walk. He
demonstrates his Silly Walk

to Cleese who responds that
his walk is not particularly
silly and the ministry can’t
help him.

Silly Walk skits were a
Monty Python staple for
years.

It takes precisely 16
steps to cross Jackson Street
at North Water Street.
Wilmington residents would

have to take 12 steps in Silly
Walk fashion if they were to
mimic those done on the
show.

“It would be up to each
resident to decide,” Koehler
said. “They could take four
regular steps first, then Silly
Walk, or they could start
with the 12-step Silly Walk
before walking normal

through the rest of the cross-
walk.”

Mike Donovan at Two
Hounds Antique store on the
north end of the crosswalk
thinks the Silly Walk designa-
tion is a terrific idea.

“I can’t wait to see peo-
ple doing the Silly Walk by
our store. Imagine how
many people traveling Route

66 will want to stop here
when they see that
Wilmington has a Silly Walk.
You can’t tell me they’ll pass
up the opportunity to stop
and take a photo of someone
doing the Silly Walk.”

Donovan hinted that
there have been a couple of
patrons leaving the local
watering holes who proba-

bly already qualify with their
own Silly Walks.

But for those less inebri-
ated, lessons for performing
the Silly Walk properly will
be given April 1 at the cross-
walk. Anyone who would
like to learn the Silly Walk
should show up at noon at
North Water and Jackson
street.
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SILLY WALK INSPECTION - Wilmington Police Officer Matt Kiebles watches as Sam Media from The Trinity Knot uses the silly walk being established in down-
town Wilmington. A silly walk crosswalk, at the corner Water and Jackson streets, will require that residents do some type of 12-step unusual walk. It’s all part
of an effort to attract travelers off of nearby Route 66. Residents who want to know how to properly silly walk can show up for a free lesson at noon on Saturday,
April 1.

Silly walk, or else
City of Wilmington comes up with a new way to get noticed on historic Route 66

BY PAM MONSON
EDITOR

The city isn’t sure it’s
receiving an accurate report
of sales from a business at
the RidgePort Logistics
Center and is trying to work
with the business to iron
things out.

City administrator
Frank Koehler told the
council last week that he is
trying to resolve issues with
Ozinga Concrete and its
sales tax reporting. Of the 7
percent sales tax applied to

purchases here, 1 percent
flows back to the city.  

Koehler said the city
has received some tax, but
he’s trying to make sure the
city is getting an accurate
report of sales and receiving
the amount of tax officials
think the city should be get-
ting.

Koehler also met
recently with Dave Tsak,
administrator of the Joliet
Arsenal Enterprise Zone, to
talk about sales tax exemp-
tion certificates in
RidgePort Logistics Center.

Eligible purchases from the
concrete plant are exempt
from the 5.25 percent state
portion of the sales tax.

Koehler reported he
sent a letter to Ozinga
Concrete requesting that
the business establish a
Point of Sale entity in
RidgePort and notifying the
company it has to register as
a business in Wilmington.

In other business
before the council:

• The council agreed to
make tax increment financ-
ing district payouts not to

exceed $990,485, the 2015
tax increment paid in 2016.
The city will be deducting
reimbursements for its
expenses that haven’t been
paid from the fund because
the money wasn’t there.

City accountant Kim
Doglio said at its next meet-
ing the council will see the
amounts going out to the
developer, as well as expen-
ditures being paid back to
the general fund. The city
has to approve the eligible

City pursuing sales tax revenue

STAFF REPORT

The Wilmington
Police Department is fol-
lowing up on a report of a
scam in which an elderly
resident was conned out
of $8,000.

The resident received
a phone call Sunday from
an alleged “grandchild in
jail” who needed $4,000 to
make bail. The “grand-
child” called back again
Monday morning needing

Grandparent
victim of scam,
loses $8,000

SEE SALES TAX, PAGE 2 SEE SCAM, PAGE 2

Russi questions opponents’ statements

STAFF REPORT
Two repeat offenders

were captured and booked
into the Will County jail last
week, following a narcotics
investigation by the
Braidwood Police
Department.

The arrests happened

on Wednesday, March 22.
According to the police

report, two men were spot-
ted selling drugs at a gas sta-
tion in Braidwood. After a
brief investigation, police
arrested James C. Skinner,
35, of Wilmington,  and Jesse

Pair charged 
with selling drugs
at gas station

SEE RUSSI, PAGE 6

SEE DRUGS, PAGE 2



STAFF REPORT

The Wilmington Fire
Protection District is asking
voters to approve a referen-
dum Tuesday that will do
one thing and one thing
only; allow it to increase
staffing to ensure the fastest
emergency response possi-
ble.

Currently, six people

man the fire station at the
north end of Main Street at
all times, working 24-hour
shifts. If the referendum is
approved, the new dollars
will permit the district to
add two staff positions to
each shift. Having personnel
at the fire station reduces the
district’s reliance on neigh-
boring departments, and
improves response time
since the trucks are leaving
from the Wilmington station

instead of a station in anoth-
er town.

The voter-approved
funds would not be used for
equipment such as fire
trucks and ambulances.
They would be used for the
expenses related to adding
staff, including salaries, gear
and training. 

“The fire district is going
[for referendum] for person-
nel only, not equipment,”
Chief Tim Zlomie said. “The
district has the equipment,
we just don’t have the man-
power.” 

The Wilmington Fire
Protection District runs
more calls than nearly any
other nearby district; so far
this year it has responded to
463 calls; 50 more calls (12
percent more) than it ran by
this time last year.

The district operates on
fewer tax dollars than neigh-
boring districts, but it has no
debt, has a balanced budget,
and a long-term plan for
improving service for dis-
trict residents, which
includes increasing staffing.

The question on the
ballot for the April 4
Consolidated Election asks:
“Shall the limiting rate
under the Property Tax
Extension Limitation Law
for the Wilmington Fire
Protection District, Will
County, Illinois, be
increased by an additional
amount equal to 0.3312%
above the limiting rate for
fire protection and ambu-
lance purposes for levy year
2015 and be equal to 1.1% of
the equalized assessed
value of the taxable proper-
ty therein for levy years
2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020?”

The increase would be
based on last year’s limiting
rate (tax rate), and would be
authorized for four years
only.

The increase will cost
the owner of a $100,000
home about $7.50 per
month in the first year. The
ballot question projects that
changes in property values
will reduce the additional
tax in the second through
fourth years.

The fire district last
asked for a tax increase by
referendum in 1999. Voters
approved that referendum,
which helped the district
grow from a largely volun-
teer department to a staffed
department, and realize a
response time goal of 60
seconds during the day, two
minutes at night.

$4,000 more.
The grandparent scam has been

around for a few years, but the scam and
scam artists have become more sophisticat-
ed thanks to the Internet and social net-
working sites.

“This fraud preys on the elderly, taking
advantage of their love and concern for
their grandchildren,” said police chief Phil
Arnold.

Criminals can uncover personal infor-
mation about their targets, which makes the
impersonations more believable. For exam-
ple, the actual grandson may mention on
his social networking site that he's a pho-
tographer who often travels to Mexico.
When contacting the grandparents, the
phony grandson will say he's calling from
Mexico, where someone stole his camera
equipment and passport.

In the typical scam scenario, a grand-
parent receives a phone call from a “grand-
child.” It's often late at night or early in the
morning when most people aren't thinking
that clearly. Usually, the person claims to be
traveling in a foreign country and has gotten
into a bad situation, like being arrested for
drugs, getting in a car accident, or being
mugged … and needs money wired as soon
as possible. To protect the ruse from being
discovered, the caller says they don’t want

their parents told. 
In this local case, instead of the “grand-

child” making the phone call, the criminal
pretended to be a lawyer.

The caller had the victim buy four
$1,000 gift cards from a Target store and
then give the card information to them over
the phone. The victim returned to the same
Target store to buy the second set of four
cards.

“We are working with Target's Fraud
Department, but it is extremely unlikely
that they will be able to trace anything or
make any arrests. It is very likely that the
caller was in a different country,” the chief
said. 

Chief Arnold notes that the cashier did
question the victim about why he was buy-
ing the cards, but being too embarrassed to
say that it was to post bond for his grandson
(which would have set off red flags for the
cashier), the victim said he needed them for
his granddaughter's wedding.

The best way to avoid being victimized
is to resist the pressure to act quickly, the
chief said. 

“Try to contact your grandchild or
another family member to determine
whether or not the call is legitimate. Never
wire money or buy gift cards based on a
request made over the phone or in an e-
mail ... especially overseas. Wiring money is
like giving cash — once you send it, you
can't get it back,” he said.

Know also, that no government agency
will ever ask for gift cards as payment.

Scam
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expenses before payment is made.
• Yard waste pickup begins the week of

April 3 through Nov. 24. Yard waste can be
placed in brown paper kraft bags or in 96-
gallon yard waste carts available from Waste
Management. Branches and brush must be
cut into 4-foot lengths and bundled with
string or twine. Each bundle may not
exceed 50 pounds. Unbundled brush will
not be collected. Whole trees and limbs
greater than 4 inches in diameter and
stumps are not included in the weekly pick-
up, nor are sod, whole trees and dirt.

• The council approved the 2017 zoning
map. Updates included changing 627 S.
Water St. from R2 to R3, and annexing and
rezoning 58 acres in two actions in the
RidgePort Logistics Park.

• The council approved the March 21
accounts payable report in the amount of
$353,622 and the February collector’s report
in the amount of $334,379.

• The council approved the electric
service agreement offered by Dynegy
Energy Services LLC. Koehler reported the
city had been paying $5.23 per kilowatt
hour; next year’s rate will be $5.005 per kilo-
watt hour, in the second year of the agree-
ment the rate will be $5.155 and in the third
year it will be $5.154 per kilowatt hour. The
price was negotiated by the Northern
Illinois Municipal Electric Collaborative
(NIMEC). The City Council’s action was to
ratify the agreement, as the council had pre-
viously authorized Koehler to approve it.

• The council authorized the purchase
of a vehicle for the Emergency Services and
Disaster Agency, in an amount not to exceed
$67,000, which has been set aside for the
purpose in its mobile equipment fund.
ESDA will purchase a 2017 F450 Ford crew
cab as an all-around tow vehicle. ESDA
director Dennis Housman obtained quotes
from several dealers in the area. Manteno
Ford offered the lowest price, $42,691 for the
truck. With emergency lights and lettering,
the total will be about $54,500. ESDA will
replace a 2001 truck that has over 140,000
miles on it.

• The council approved amendments to
ordinances regulating solicitors and street
vendors, increased the minimum fines for
parking violations to align with the penal-
ties for other city ordinances and created no
parking zones on Graaskamp Boulevard,
Design Road and Ridge Way in the
RidgePort Logistics Center.

The solicitor’s ordinance is virtually
rewritten and includes all new definitions, a
requirement for a license rather than a per-
mit, and an updated license application
process. 

• City engineer Colby Zemaitis reported
the Union Pacific Railroad’s high speed rail
bridge replacement projects have begun.
Homer Tree Service has been removing

trees from the areas around the railroad
bridges over Forked Creek and the
Kankakee River, and the railroad’s contrac-
tor, Illinois Constructors Corporation (ICC),
is creating access roads between the nearest
city street and the waterways.

ICC also demolished underground
vaults near the construction area on north
Water Street just south of the railroad tres-
tle.

“Any voids have been filled in and
capped with concrete and taken care of.
With the heavy truck vehicles that’s going to
be going up and down there, we don’t have
to worry about anything collapsing,”
Zemaitis said.

• Stripmine Road closure signage is up.
The section between Davy Lane and
Baltimore Street will be closed about three
months while the railroad adds a second
track and safety equipment and the Illinois
Department of Transportation installs stop-
lights and re-aligns the road. 

Zemaitis said the railroad is unable to
provide one lane at a time; when working on
railroad crossings and intersections, stop-
lights have to be functional and operational
before you can open the intersection,
because everything will be tied in with the
railroad activity, he explained.

There has been no movement on high
speed rail utility agreements that have to be
in place before work at the street crossings
begin. The city is holding out for assurance
that the city wouldn’t be left with the bill for
moving or protecting the municipal water
mains if state funding the for the high speed
rail projects is pulled.

• The VFW’s request to reduce or elimi-
nate the building permit fees for its new
Post at the corner of Baltimore and Third
Street was held up in the Finance
Committee meeting prior to the council
meeting.

Alderman Studer expressed some con-
cerns about not having received a full list of
contractors, but Mayor Orr explained some
of those blanks are because the veterans are
hoping to use a lot of volunteer labor.

Orr suggested proceeding as Alderman
Larry Hall suggested at the last council
meeting, to refund as much as half of the
$14,000 fee the VFW has already paid at the
end of the building project, if conditions
have been met in a timely fashion, without
need for additional inspections. About
$3,200 of the building permit fee would not
be included in any consideration for a
reduction or refund, because it paid for pro-
fessional services by Keslin Engineering,
which already waived inspection fees.

Orr suggested getting the VFW mem-
bers in to explain how they plan to proceed
with their project, and answer questions so
the aldermen will be more comfortable. The
VFW leadership will be asked to give a pres-
entation to the committee next month.

Sales Tax

Fire district has the trucks,
needs staff to send them out

D. Tucker, 20, of Joliet,  on
multiple charges.

At the time of the arrest,
a search of the pair yielded
0.8 grams of crack cocaine,
and approximately $270 in
cash.

During the course of
the investigation, it was also
discovered that Skinner is a
registered sex offender who
has failed to report his cur-
rent address to the state of
Illinois.

Skinner is listed on the
Illinois Sex Offender
Registry as a “sexual preda-
tor” following a 2007 con-
viction for aggravated crim-
inal sexual abuse to a minor
aged 13-16. His location on
that website has been listed
as “unknown” since April
2016.

While Skinner’s address
was written in the
Braidwood police report as

unknown, the booking
report from the county
shows Skinner to be a resi-
dent of Wilmington.

Tucker and Skinner
were taken to the
Braidwood Police
Department for questioning
following the arrest, then
transported to Joliet.

Tucker was charged
with three felony charges,
including possession with
intent to sell, and posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance. He was booked into
the Will County Adult
Detention Facility on a
$125,000 bond.

Skinner faces two
felony charges of manufac-
turing and delivering a
schedule II narcotic, and
possession of a controlled
substance. Skinner was also
hit with three additional
felony charges for not regis-
tering his address as a sex
offender, and having no
fixed address. He was
booked into the Will County
Adult Detention Facility on
a $50,000 bond.

Skinner will have a
hearing on his failure to reg-
ister his address next
month.

Drugs

JAMES SKINNER JESSE TUCKER

exact numbers, I don’t have
them with me, but we are
holding it in the bank. We’re
holding it to try to do some-
thing with the parks,
whether it’s with another
group or it’s with the city,
that’s the plans we have for
that money.”

During the public com-
ment section of last
Thursday night’s Park Board
meeting, Russi asked if the
fitness center is truly self
sustaining, if the revenues
exceed or equal the cost of
operating the facility.

“I saw the numbers
from last year; apparently
what we generated in this
building with the programs,
that would include the fit-
ness club memberships, the
parties, the classes and
everything; was $128,000
and some odd dollars,”
board President Tom Glenn
said.

But Russi didn’t feel he
received an answer to his
question. 

“It was presented that
the building is self sustain-
ing. So that means if we
remove all tax money out of
the equation, can this build-
ing stand on its own?” he
asked.

“That’s not how the
math calculates,” Chavez
said. She explained that the
district had costs before it
created the facility on North
Water Street, and still has
some of those same costs,
such as full-time staff and
utilities. She said the use of
the building is covering its

rent and the additional cost
of part-time employees that
were hired for the extended
hours of operation.

Glenn said the district
has $121,417 left in its capi-
tal project fund, according
to the board’s March 23
financial statement, which
is the balance of the
RidgePort contributions.
Typically, capital funds are
used for permanent
improvements, but they can
also be used for other pur-
poses. According to the
monthly financial reports,
the fund had a balance of
$70,009 in January 2016,
with reported revenues of
$132,582 since that time,
and reported payouts total-
ing $61,195 in January and
February of this year for a
current reported balance of
$121,417. The board author-
ized no large equipment
purchases, building
improvements or transfers
from the fund in the last
year.

The developer of
RidgePort has met its
$500,000 commitment to
the district, and is not
required to make further
contributions. The district
will not start receiving prop-
erty taxes from the logistics
center until the tax incre-
ment financing district
expires in 2023.

Russi also asked what
the special recreation tax
has been used for, Chavez
said she could provide that
information. The monthly
financial reports show the
district is paying its contrac-
tual obligations to the
Lincolnway Special
Recreation Association, but
not where the balance of
those funds is deposited or

how much is left for local
handicap accessibility
improvements and pro-
grams promised to taxpay-
ers.

Having spent a career
in business, Russi wants
documentation to back up
what the others are saying.
He believes there is a more
accurate way to determine
what the fitness center costs
the district and wants to
know how capital funds are
being spent. He submitted a
Freedom of Information Act
request for a copy of the
budget showing what park
officials planned to spend in
the current fiscal year for
each purpose.

In other business
before the Wilmington
Island Park District Board of
Commissioners:

• The board approved
its bills and payroll report in
the amount of $27,718.

• The director
announced that instead of
the district’s traditional
Easter egg hunt, it would
host Breakfast with the
Bunny for children ages 1
through 10, on April 8, from
9:30 to 10:15 a.m., at the
park district facility, 315 N.
Water St. The cost is $5 per
child, and includes break-
fast, pictures with the Easter
bunny, an egg hunt and
craft.

• The district is taking
registrations for an adult
softball league for those age
18 and older.  The fee is $400
per team.

• Chavez reported the
properties annexed to the
district in 2016 will yield an
additional $20,000 in prop-
erty tax revenue.

Russi



The depression, which
occurred in the 1870's in this
country, produced a nation of
transients and tramps. Men
traveled around the country,
hopping the rails, looking for
work. When they found none,
some were not above robbing
the defenseless.  

Women went indoors
when the sun went down.
Doors were locked and bolted.
If you were leaving town, you
did not tell anyone, because chances were
that you would return home to find your
valuables missing.

On Sunday, November 19, 1878 this
atmosphere of fear lead to the accidental
shooting of the Braidwood town marshal.

The editor of the Wilmington Advocate
was not one to repeat baseless rumor, and so
when it was learned that Father McGuire,
pastor of the Catholic Church at Braidwood
had shot the town marshal, Patrick
Muldowney he tried to get just the facts.

He found that the editors of the
Braidwood papers were having a field day,
printing every rumor they heard, including
one that held there was a romantic triangle
involving the priest, his housekeeper, and
the marshal.

Being above that, he printed an account
of the article printed originally in the
Chicago Times. The following is that
account.

“Father McGuire was quite ill and indis-

posed on Sunday last-so much
so that no high mass was cele-
brated; that his sexton and
usher, Muldowney, spent the
day with him from 11 a.m. until
6 p.m.

“Muldowney then went
away, presumably home, and
Father McGuire went upstairs
and retired. Between 8 and 9
p.m. Muldowney returned,
unexpected by the priest, and
Mr. Muldowney took it upon

himself to lock the door leading to the
housekeeper's apartment and put out the
lights- a strange proceeding to say the least.

“The noise made by Muldowney awak-
ened the priest, who found himself in dark-
ness and imagined the time to be near mid-
night. With his fears wrought up somewhat,
he grasped a revolver and approached his
bedroom door, and in a distinct voice asked,
'Who is there?' No reply was given; yet
approaching footsteps were heard on the
dark stairway, when the affrightened priest
said: 'If you are a friend of mine, give your
name or I'll shoot you!'  No reply coming, he
fired.  

At the instant of the first shot
Muldowney had reached the top of the
stairs; Muldowney then rushed to the bed-
room door, 20 feet distant from the landing,
and during the rush, three more shots were
fired before Muldowney made himself
known. 'Father, you've shot me-you've killed
me,' he exclaimed.

“Oh my God, Pat, have I killed my best
friend?” replied the priest.

The housekeeper came immediately
after the shooting and was dispatched for
Dr. LeCaron who lives but a block distant.
The doctor arrived almost instantly, and
found the priest embracing the wounded
man and giving way to excessive grief,
almost approaching a state of frenzy.

Upon examination it was found that
two bullets out of the four had taken effect-
one in the shoulder and one in the
abdomen- two or three inches to the right of
the navel.

Father McGuire declared his intention
of at once going to Chicago and laying the
case before his bishop, when his filing of
bonds was suggested. A warrant was accord-
ingly issued at the instance of Dan Lawlor
and a son of the wounded man. Bail was
readily furnished in the sum of $50 and
Father McGuire repaired to Chicago, saw his
spiritual superior, and returned with an emi-
nent surgeon to the bedside of the wounded
man. Contrary to expectation, the surgeon
expressed an opinion favorable to
Muldowney's recovery, although the wound
in the abdomen was of a very serious char-
acter.”

After printing the above description of
the event, the editor of the Wilmington
paper came in for some heat himself.

The two Braidwood newspapers rallied
against him, saying he was taking up for the
priest, and wanting to know why he didn't
publish the testimony of two supposed wit-
nesses. Editor Conley replied that the two
witnesses were “Orangemen; and come to
think of it, one other of them was a jackass!” 

The Joliet News accused editor Conley of
“attempting to aid Father McGuire and like
all persons who set up a defense before
accusations are made, he does an injury to
the cause.” 

But editor Conley, a Civil Way veteran,
just said that he knew precisely what he was
writing and did it in a just cause.

Unfortunately, Patrick Muldowney did
not survive a week. His funeral was one of
the largest ever witnessed in this area. The
service was held at the Catholic Church,

with Rev. Father Hennessy of Chicago cele-
brating the mass.  He was buried in a ceme-
tery just south of the city. The funeral pro-
cession was huge. First came the Mayor,
council, and municipal officers of
Braidwood, followed by the officials of the
township of Reed, all wearing crepe.

Then came the hearse, with pallbearers
in single file on either side, and next fol-
lowed some 93 carriages and other vehicles.
Mr. Muldowney left a family of six children;
the youngest was only one year old, and a
heart broken wife.

Father McGuire was immediately put
on trial for homicide. The housekeeper testi-
fied at the trial. She was described as being
unpretending, unattractive, and about 25
years of age. She gave the same account as
we have printed. 

The dead man's son testified that his
father had told him, that if he were to die he
did not blame the priest, for the Father had
mistook him for a tramp. He said he had not
replied to the priest calling out, because he
thought that Father McGuire was joking with
him.”

Lastly Father McGuire took the stand.
He testified that since the strike in
Braidwood, that brought so many strange
people to the town, burglaries became more
frequent.

And he became so apprehensive that he
could not sleep at night. It was by
Muldowney's advice that he bought the
revolver for protection. His nervous condi-
tion grew worse. Once or twice thieves tried
his house and once they actually got in, but
were frightened away by his watchdog.

He then put it in his mind, that he
would not allow them to reach the top of the
stairway. When he heard the footsteps on the
stair, he called out for the intruder to identi-
fy himself.

When the footsteps got to the top of the
stairs, he shot.  He then recognized the voice
of his best friend, and they rushed into each
other's arms.

The case was given to a jury and after an
hour they came back with a verdict of justifi-
able homicide. 
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Fear, or how a man shot his best friend

Courtesy photo

OUR CARING CLOSET will have a booth at the Water Street Flea Market in downtown
Wilmington on Saturday, April 1, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Preparing for the event are Carol N.,
Joellyn B., Delores, Meryl N., Joyce R., Clara H. and Debbie L. The booth will be located in front
of Chic, Geek and Antique. All collectibles and antiques will be available for a donation. A vari-
ety of baked goods will also be available.

Flea market finds for a donation

Will County Clerk
Nancy Schultz Voots wants
to make sure registered vot-
ers are aware that Thursday,
March 30, at 4:30 p.m. is the
last day to request a vote by
mail ballot for the April 4
Consolidated Election.  

Requesting a vote by
mail ballot by visiting

www.thewillcountyclerk.co
m and clicking on the vote
by mail icon located in the
Quick Links section at the
top of the homepage.

The vote by mail page
provides all the ways to
request a ballot.

Once requested, it is the
voter's responsibility to fol-

low up if a ballot is not
received.

The Will County Clerk's
website provides a vote by
mail ballot status lookup on
the vote by mail page.
Ballots must be postmarked
by April 4 in order for it to be
counted.

Request a ballot by mail by March 30
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SCHOOL NEWS

BY TAYLOR HUGHES &
BRIANNA BOYNTON
WHS STUDENT REPORTERS

This week of Meet the
Seniors, we introduce you to
Logan Ashcraft, Cameron
Dunkin and James Cox.

Logan Ashcraft
What do you plan to

pursue upon graduation?
JJC.

What do you do for
fun?Homework. 

What is your favorite
movie? Spongebob
Squarepants the Movie.

What kind of music do
you like? Rock n' roll.

Do you have a favorite
subject? Civics.

Your favorite thing to eat
is? Pizza.

What’s your favorite
lunch off the lunch
menu?Taco Triangles. 

Most embarrassing
moment? Arguing about the
stupidest topics on the Wilco
bus. 

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why? Elon Musk
because he's awesome. 

Favorite thing about
Wilmington? AJ's Hot Dogs
and Gyros

Funniest memory from
high school? Talking when
the teacher doesn't want you
to because it makes the con-
versation 10 times funnier.

If you were stranded on
an island with clothes and
three other items, what
would they be? A dollhouse
mansion, an enlarging ray,
and a solar powered radio. 

Who is your favorite
teacher and why? Mr.

Bushnell because he is just a
cool human being.

Advice you would give to
an underclassman? Act as if
all homework is a participa-
tion grade.

Cameron Dunkin
What do you do for fun?

Frolfing, I play guitar, and
sometimes I go bowling.

What is your favorite
movie? The Big Lebowski.

What kind of music do
you like? Metal.

Do you have a favorite
subject? History. 

Your favorite thing to eat
is? Anything and everything. 

What’s your favorite
lunch off the lunch menu?
Chicken bacon wrap. 

Most embarrassing
moment? My entire life.

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why? Randy Rhoads
because he was amazing.

Favorite thing about
Wilmington? Q-rock 100.7.  

If you were stranded on
an island with clothes and
three other items, what
would they be? A Marshall
5150 amp, a B.C. Rich guitar,
and a solar powered genera-
tor. 

Who is your favorite
teacher and why? They're all
great.

Advice you would give to
an underclassman? Take
outdoor ed. 

James Cox
What do you plan to

pursue upon graduation? An
electrical degree or appren-
ticeship. 

What do you do for fun?
I play sports and hangout
with friends. 

What is your favorite
movie? Wolf of Wall Street. 

What kind of music do
you like? Rap and country

Do you have a favorite
subject? English

Your favorite thing to eat
is? Italian food like lasagna
or spaghetti.

What’s your favorite
lunch off the lunch menu?
Mini corn dogs and mac and
cheese. 

Most embarrassing
moment? Losing to Byron in
football junior year. 

Famous person (dead or
alive) you would like to meet
and why? Bob Marley
because he is so chill. 

Favorite thing about
Wilmington? Small town
atmosphere, great sports
programs, everyone is pretty
much blue-collar and hard
working.

Funniest memory from
high school? Trolling people
with my friends and Mison
yelling help during a fight. 

If you were stranded on
an island with clothes and
three other items, what
would they be? A boat, gas,
and food.

Who is your favorite
teacher and why? Mr.
Adelmann because I lean on
him for a lot of advice and
opinions.

Advice you would give to
an underclassman? Be your-
self and don't change for
anybody.

Meet this week’s WHS seniors

LOGAN ASHCRAFT CAMERON DUNKIN JAMES COX

MARCH STUDENTS of the month have been announced at
Wilmington High School. Two students from each of the four
grade levels are picked each month by staff and faculty for
stepping up or being extra kind in a significant way. Seniors
selected include (from left) Brianna Boynton and Brittin Baker.

Standout students
for March

JUNIORS Abby Chamberlin (left) and Garrett Roth were
named students of the month for March.

SOPHOMORES AT WHS who were selected as Students of the
Month for March include (left) Conner Dempsay and Josh
Cummins.

FRESHMEN STUDENTS of the month at WHS are (left) Carlene
VanDuyne and Aiden Thompson.

HIGH HONOR ROLL 
Sixth grade: Jessica Allott, Grace Burkey, Jocelyn

Carmona, Alexa Clark, Haley Dempsay, Karissa Esposito,
Olivia Hansen, Maxwell Higgins, Breanna Horton, Brenna
Jewell, Cody Landmichl, Allison Meyers, Kylie Motykowski,
Abby Pitts, Hannah Pogliano, Joseph Pogliano, Chloe
Proffitt, Carter Rezabek, Kegan Thomas, Andi Van Duyne,
Drew Walsh and Nell Young

Seventh grade: Jessica Castle, Connor Cieszkiewicz,
Cougar Forsythe, Joshua Girot, Madison Haga, Kaden
Humphries, Jenna Jackson, Chase Juster, Bridget Knowles,
Anna Liaromatis, Katelyn McCann, Katelyn McLin, Tysen
Meents, Erik Ostheim, Ariana Perley, Apryl Proffitt, Abigael
Rampa, Neve Van Duyne and Chandler Wuchter

Eighth grade: Autumn Cecconi, Haley Crescenti,
Destiny Dodge, Ellen Dooley, Emily Dooley, Justin Esposito,
Lauren Fox, Brooklyn Haddon, Cain Headrick, Rebecca
Horton, Wes Jewell, Karlis Kengis, Payton Koopman,
Benjamin Kreitz, Gabrielle Mathus, Anthony Meyers,
Sydney Ohlrogge, Alyssa Ohlund, Ella Overmyer, Keegan
Parsons, Connor Presler, Kinsey Roth, Jeffrey Sexton, Evelyn
Shepherd, Courtney VanDuyne, Alexandra Vargocko, Rachel
Wandless, Emily Watson, Tyler Willis and Tadan Yakima

HONORS
Sixth grade: Keegan Adams, Rachel Adams, Andie

Bergklint, Gwendolyn Boyer, Brittany Bufton, Mason
Burnes, Michael Catlin, Markie Chandler, Ella Cooper, Kylie
Crawford, Raena Delangel, Makenzie Friess, Savannah
Gorksi, Savannah Griffin, Haley Harvell, Hunter Hayes,
Jacob Hertz, Tera Holley, Kade Hopwood, Kaylan Hughes-
Hawkins, Bryce Jewell, Sarah Kavanaugh, Kaitlyn Lewsader,
Mya McCubbin, Julia McCully, Ryder Meents, Jaylee Mills,
Audrey Mumma, Kaitlyn Odonnell, James Quigley, Aubin
Shields, Daniel Singleton, Morgan Stenberg, Jacob Utke,
Casey Van Duyne, Jacob Wandless, Veronica Weck and
Zachary Willis

Seventh grade: Jacob Batson, Angelina Bergman,
Zachary Bergman, Madison Berman, Brandon Bollino,
Glenn Boynton, Julian Decker, Nathaniel Degnan, Samuel
Dennis, Alexander Fender, Alysha Fisher, Amelia Freis, Jayia
Frenzel, Jacob Friddle, Natalie Gabriel, Eileen Hall, Ethan
Jackson, Ayden Key, Kristofer Lamaster, Corban Larson,
Andrew Lawrence, Timothy Mills, Aimee Moore, Michael
Nutt, Riann Palmer, Kaleb Patterson, Alexis Perez, Taylor
Persic, Ryan Quigley, Allan Richards, Nolan Rickmon,
Patrick Robbins, Ashton Roge, Conner Sage, Sergio Sanchez,
Nicholas Sanford, Andrew Schroeder, Cassandra Shabnow,
Kennedy Shelton, Carolann Stewart, Jacob Tisdale, Madison

Vecera, Christopher Williams and Kyle Winker
Eighth grade: Jacob Alexander, Kaitlynn Baker, Alexis

Benaitis, Kaileigh Calhoun, Alexandria Campbell, Anthony
Campbell, Logan Casey, Shaylin Christensen, Gavin Correll,
Kaitlyn Cortese, Jules Dauner, Anna Duffy, Octavia Dusang,
Eryn Dyke, Jayden Feil, Cody Franzen, Madison Gabriel,
Nicholas Gornik, Halle Haga, Destiny Hall, Daniel Harding,
Peiton Hook, Makayla Jay, Ben Kavanaugh, Ashlee Kelly,
Cheyenne Kimmel, Elizabeth Kirk, Stephanie Lambert,
Kaden Lewis, Devon Mann, Taylor McDowell, Kyle Noe,
Dominic Nowak, Jeffrey Redman, Ryan Rezabek, Emma
Romano, Jake Rossi, Brianna Sanchez, Daniel Sanders,
Lucas Spangler, Raegan Van Duyne, Aneasa Vargas, William
Weier, Zachary Welsh, Kortnie Wherry, Noah Wilkins, Haylee
Williams and Aiden Wooters

WMS announces honor roll students

SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

The WE-PTO will
present the movie “Sing”
on a big screen in the
Wilmington Middle
School gymnasium, 715
S. Joliet St., on Friday,
April 7.

The WE-PTO has
partnered with the
Wilmington Park District
to borrow its big outdoor
movie screen.

The Wilmington
Public Library will bring
the movie and a karaoke
machine.  

Karaoke will be from
6 to 6:30 p.m. followed by
the movie.

The WE-PTO will

have a concession stand
with water, candy, pop-
corn and chips.

Children are wel-
come to bring bean bags
chairs and blankets for
the gym floor to hang
with their friends for the
movie while parents can
relax in the bleachers or
bring a comfortable
chair. 

The cost will be $5
per family. All families are
welcome to attend.

Call Nicolle Hicks at
815-263-2804 for more
information.

Sing, then watch
the movie April 7
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209-U celebrates ‘Music in our Schools’ month

Courtesy photo

MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS Month® is an annual celebration in March to engage music educa-
tors, students and communities to promote the benefits of high quality music education pro-
grams in schools. Alanna Frederiksen’s chorus 4B students include (front, from left) Liz Carter,
Alexandria Loetscher, Klie Battles, Rebecca Cahill, Joy Cahil, Summer Deihs and Sarah Deihs.
Second row: Holly Bak, Mya Gougis, Kamryn Davison, Gabriella Calderone, Tom Gothard,
Armella Miller, Sonja Kapusnik, Brianna Miller and April Galloway. Third row: Brooke Pack,
Nathan Poulos, Lauren Hill, Bethany Fish and Emma Pitts. Back: Julianna Handoff, Alyssa
Dabulskis, Caitlyn Cory, Alena Butler, Morgan Rickmon, Sam Lennert, Mikayla Parsons, Josie
Archey, Taylor Van Duyne and Taylor Sliwski.

THE WILMINGTON HIGH School band includes (front, from left) Rebecca Cahill, Erica Roge,
Madison McCann, Morgan Parsons, Jacob Allott, Elizabeth Mionske, Tyrus Gill, Theresa
Overmyer and Elizabeth Henderson. Second row: Anthony Nunley, Gabriella Calderone, Carly
VanDuyne, Sara Upchurch, Jessica Ambrose, Hannah Maynard, Danielle Gibson, Julianna
Handorf, Silina Creed, Caleb Swick and band director Ellen Georgeff. Third row: Ryan Mroz,
Nathan Tworek, Angel Boynton, James Shewmake, Spencer Olson, Scott Homerding, Mary
Henderson, Keagan Hitz, Stephanie Perez, Faith Barnes, Storm Weidling, Jay Knight, Stormie
Baker, Katelyn Abderholden and Genavieve Couch-Votta. Back: Carson Dunkin, Mike McCann,
Joshua Arnold, Paige Persic, Ian Bastian, Isaiah Johnson, Josh Lambert, Sam Higgins, Jakob
Soper, Mik Kengis, Brianna Boynton, Abby Morgan, Megan Morgan, Chris Lausch and Jacob
Finch. Not shown is Ellianna Panepinto.

SIXTH GRADE CHORUS members of Alanna Frederiksen include (front, from left) Savannah Griffin, Sierra Smith, Allison
Meyers, Andi Van Duyne, Cody Landmichl, DJ Singleton,  Bryce Jewel, Casey Van Duyne, Chloe Wells and Mya McCubbin.
Second row: Abbigail Friddle, Andie Bergklint, Emma Guinn, Grace Burkey, Kaitlyn Fisher, Brenna Jewell, Kate Megnay, Hanna
Tenn, Breanna Horton, Aubin Shields, Hannah Pagliano and Abby Pitts. Third row: Haley Dempsay, Ella Cooper, Tehya
Christensen, Kyle Crawford, Audrey Mumma, Olivia Hansen, Raena Del Angel, LIllianna Sanchez, Karissa Esposito, Nell Young,
Jaylee Mills, Gracie Orr and Veronica Weck.

THE WILMINGTON Middle School seventh and eighth grade chorus, directed by Alanna Frederiksen, includes (front, from left)
Alana Halzle, Brooklyn Haddon, Eren Overmyer, Jayia Frenzel, Randee Deville, Daniel Harding, Andrew Banks, Aimee Moore,
Bridget Knowles, Makayla Jay, Hailey Deihs, Natalie Gabriel and Taylor Persic. Center row: Hannah Proffitt, Carolann Stewart,
Jayden Feil, Madison Hannan, Eileen Hall, Kaitlynn Lynn, Gabi Mathus, Madi Gabriel, Emily Watson, Courtney Van Duyne,
Alaina Stukel, Catherine Guinn, Raegan Van Duyne and Alyssa Ohlund. Back row: Ashlee Kelley, Madison Haga, Arianna Perley,
Mikayla Todd, Taylor McDowell, Halle Haga, Emma Romano, Kortni Wherry, Octavia Dusang, Emily Dooley, Kaileigh Calhoun,
Erin Dyke, Neve Van Duyne and Shaylin Christensen.

STEVENS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL fifth grade band members include (front, from left) Channing S., Abby L., Madi D., McKayla
V., Claire L., Elizabeth T., Meghan, M., Breanna D., Brianna U., Denaya S., Gabby B., Alyssa J. and Aliza H. Center row: Alivia G.,
Emily C., McKenzie S., Tanner K., Giovanni I., Nate G., Parker A., Carlie F., Tannya G., Hannah M., Jackson S., Jesslyn O., Giana
S. and Gracie S. Back row: Keenan O., Michael P., Ava C., Ean C., Brandon A., Blake A., Trey A., Jonathan M., Logan C., Austin
O., Chloey W. and Emilia W. Not shown is Katlyn T.

SIXTH GRADE BAND members at Wilmington Middle School include (front, from left) Bryce
Jewell, Morgan Stenberg, Lillianna Sanchez, Serenity Oliver, Savannah Gorski and Sierra
Smith. Center row: Brittany Bufton, Emma Guinn, Kyle Crawford, Madison Upchurch, Emily
Mionske, Raymond Will, Cody Landmichl , Hunter Hayes and director Ellen Georgeff. Back row:
Colin Persic, Brenna Jewell, DJ Singletron, Matteo Jasso, James Quigley, Hanna Tenn, Max
Higgins, Kegan Thomas and Anthony Landrey.

DIRECTOR ELLEN Georgeff’s seventh and eighth grade band students at Wilmington Middle
School include (front, from left) Karlis Kengis, Chase Juster, Sam Dennis, Ellen Dooley, Emily
Quigley, Eren Overmyer and Emma Egan. Center: Octavia Dusang, Bridget Knowles,
Connor Cieszkiewicz, Alaina Stukel, Emily Dooley, Madison Haga, Stephanie Lambert, Corban
Larson and Ellen Georgeff. Back: Andrew Banks, Justin Esposito, Drake Swearengen, Sergio
Sanchez, Ben Kavanaugh, Ashton Roge, Riann Palmer, Andrew Lawrence and Eileen Hall.

THE WILMINGTON HIGH School Show Cats include (front,
from left) Alexis Ivec, Spencer Olson, Josie Hull, Caleb Swick
and Ella Swick. Second row: Gabe Momper, Sara Upchurch,
Alissa Robaus and Scott Homerding. Third row: Ashley
Harding, Brianna Boynton, Season Shumard, Genavieve
Couch-Votta, Ashley Ivec and Lexi Orr. Back row: Vanessa
Hall, Kylei Smith, Sam Higgins, Courtney Ohlrogge, Jeremy
Banks, Jacob Soper, Theresa Overmyer, Alec Beasley, Cassie
Kubitz, Elena Singleton, CJ Switzer, Autumn Switzer and
Joshua Lambert. The Show Cats are directed by Alanna
Frederiksen.

THE HIGH SCHOOL Chorus 2B includes (from left, front) Halli Dabulskis, Britney Dennis, Cori
Wysoki, Steven Kapusniak, Alex Hatten, Caitlynn Villafranco and Tiffaney Dennis. Second row:
Erica Roge, Ava Screel Addison Friddle, Haleigh Wolcott, Max Narine, Rileigh Van Duyne,
Shellee Huffstutler, Marissa Moser and Caitlyn Wollenzien. Third row: Jarin Allen, Rose
Boynton and Emily Webb. Not Pictured: Lacey Ingram
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Dear Free Press Advocate edi-
tor,

In regards to my can-
vassing the church parking
lots this past Sunday, my
intent was certainly not to
offend anyone. I was only
trying to reach as many
Wilmington residents as
possible to stress that every
vote matters in this upcom-
ing election.

The last election was

decided by approximately 10
votes. I have actually
received many positive com-
ments. I did anticipate some
negative feedback. I was try-
ing to create some construc-
tive conversation about the
upcoming mayoral election.

I encourage every regis-
tered voter to exercise their
right to vote April 4.

Roy Strong, Wilmington

Letter to the editor

Canvassing for votes

Stevens Intermediate School
recently announced the third quarter
of the 2016-2017 school year honor
roll.

Fourth grade honors
Joshua Adams, Jocelyn Baez,

Reegan Bolin, Ryan Bollino, Alexander
Boyer, Jamie Cahill, Alivia Capozziello,
Nevaeh Cardoza, Camdyn
Cieszkiewicz, Gabriel Cravens, Trey
Desper, Cole Drown, Alfredo Duran,
Ryder Evans, Sara Falcon, Brooklyn
Flores, Makayla Friess, Gavin Gabriel,
Tanner Haddon, Miles Harden,
Alexander Hertz, Emily Hughes,
Sincere Johnson, Rylan Kressel, Kurt

Kurze, Erica Maynard, Floyd
McKendrick, Nolan Moran, Ryan
Nelson, Cannon Orr, Aliyah Sanchez,
Lucas Schroeder, Jessica Thomas,
Reese Van Duyne, Logan Vance, Ella
White, Alexander Will, Cameron Willis,
Camryn Wollenzien and Lilliana
Zavala

Fifth grade honors
Parker Adams, Joey Allgood,

Michael Archey, Alexander Boynton,
Hunter Catlin, Allyana Causey, Alyssa
Cieszkiewicz, Emily Cockream,
Tommy Corcoran, Joey Cortese, Ean
Couch, Courtney Croarkin, Jenna
Dabulskis, Andrew Dedo, Madilyn

DeHoyos, Breanna Dilday, Lucas
Donovan, Landon Dooley, Jazlynn
Enriquez, Alexander Fernandez, Carlie
Freis, Nathan Gorski, Tannya Gross,
Aliza Hannan, Brittany Horton, Austin
Izzi, Abagail LaFreniere, Abigail
Mandac, James Mandarino, Meghan
McDowell, Kiley McKim, Jonathan
Mossell, Jesslyn O'Connor, Austin
Olsen, Ava Rabideau, Petey Rampa,
Berkley Rink, Izabella Rivera, Yael
Rodriguez, Carson Rogers, Jackson
Southcomb, Matthew Swisher, Collin
Tatera, Katlyn Trawick, Tristan
Wandless, Emilia Williams and Talin
Yakima

Stevens Intermediate names honor roll

STEVENS INTERMEDIATE School fourth grade students achieving high honors for the third quarter of the 2016-2017 school
year are (front, from left) Ben Hall, Amanda Miller, Delaney Watenpaugh, Frankie Kalina, Alexandra DelAngel, Anna Morgan,
Annabelle Kircher, Reid Waldon, Avah McKinney and DJ Freeman. Center row: Jessica Schnittger, Julie Key, Drew Jackson,
Emma Boudreau, Kylee Knowles, Brycen Feil, Kendell Kestel, Alaina Clark and Spencer Parrish. Back: Maggie Lindsey, Nathan
Romano, Evan Surdey, Lucas Rink, Nicole Quigley, Clara Davis, Skylar Rossow, Aidan Felkamp and Shane Wise. Not shown are
Nolan Arbogash and Hannah Basinger.

Courtesy photos

SIS HIGH HONOR roll students for the third quarter of the 2016-2017 school year include (front, from left) Elizabeth Thomas,
Bryn Bianchetta, Channing Sexton, Porter Hazzard, Tanner Kerwin, Claire Lenart and Alexis Liaromatis. Center row: Logan
Adermann, Avery Kuypers, Aaron Burkey, Brendan Moran, Jake Castle, Giana Stahulak, Clara Smith and Madison Stocking.
Back: Kyle Youngquist, Ryan Smith, McKayla Van Duyne, Cade McCubbin, Reid Juster, Logan Castillo, Alyssa Johnston, Ava
Cupples, McKenzie Shields and Treyton Arnold. Not shown is Hannah Melvin.

Stevens Intermediate School high honor rolls students

STAFF REPORT

While some local gov-
ernment officials often find
themselves thankful to have
been able to attract a candi-
date for each position open
on their boards, there’s been
much interest in public serv-
ice since Donald and Hillary
hit the campaign trail, and
voters will see in some cases,
that they have a choice of
representation.

City of Wilmington —
Voters will select a mayor
from a field of four candi-
dates; Larry Hall, incumbent
Marty Orr, Roy Strong and
Darla Neises. Hall called The
Free Press Advocate office
Tuesday to say that the
rumor that he’s dropped out
of the race is just that — he’s
full-on committed to it. John
Persic Jr. is running to retain
his First Ward seat, Kirby
Hall wants to be re-elected
to his Second Ward seat and
Frank Studer seeks re-elec-
tion in the Fourth Ward.
Newcomer Lisa Butler is the
only one running for the
Third Ward seat being vacat-
ed by Joe Van Duyne. There
is no candidate for city clerk.

Wilmington Township
— Incumbent supervisor
Jerry Stewart and incumbent
highway commissioner Bill
Weidling are unopposed in
their bids to retain their
seats. Lyn Allot is challeng-
ing John Cairns Jr. for clerk
and Robert “Bob” Neises,
Ryan Jeffries, Sherri
Michaels, Sue Craig, Joanne
Fitzpatrick, John Cairns Sr.
and Gary L. Van Duyne are
running for four trustee
seats. There are no candi-
dates for assessor or collec-
tor.

Florence Township —
William Quigley is unop-
posed in the race for super-
visor, William Long is like-
wise unopposed for clerk
and Patrick Quigley is
unchallenged for the posi-
tion of highway commis-
sioner. Four trustees will be
elected, and four candidates
are running; Louis
Rodawold, John Seibert,
Paul Quigley and Dale
Beeson. There is no candi-
date for assessor or collec-
tor.

Wesley Township —
Mary Jones and JoAnn
Quigley are running for the
supervisor seat being vacat-
ed by Dan Jay. Shelly Parsley
and Sarah Norton are facing
off for the clerk’s position,
and Travis Parsley is chal-
lenging incumbent highway
commissioner John Norton.
Four trustees will be elected
from a field of six: James
Spinale, Richard L. Welchko

Jr., Kathleen Kennedy, Matt
Smolenski, William
Strawson and John C. Smith.

Island Park District —
Paul “Dave” Melhorn,
George Randy Hill, Michael
Russi and Kevin Ptacek are
running for only two seats
on the Park District Board of
Commissioners.

Wilmington Public
Library District — Four
trustees will be elected,
however, there are only three
candidates; Pam Clennon,
Mary Smith and Rebecca
Quigley.

School District 209-U —
Voters will elect four mem-
bers to the Board of
Education to serve four-year
terms, from a field of six can-
didates: Thomas Burnes,
Timothy Cragg, Peggy Kunz
and Ken Kulpa, representing
Wilmington Township; Erin
Moran representing
Florence Township and
Stephanie Southall repre-
senting Wesley Township.
The Board of Education can
have no more than three
representatives from any
one township. Based on the
current makeup of the
board, only two Wilmington
Township candidates can be
elected. Moran and Southall
will be elected, whether they
have more votes than the
two Wilmington Township
candidates with the least
amount of votes or not. 

Joliet Junior College
District 525 — Two trustees
will be elected to six-year
terms, from a field of six:
George Gaspar, Bob Bodach,
Alicia Morales, Philip Juarez,
Patricia “Patty” Deiters and
Dan O’Connell. Two unex-
pired two-year terms will
also be filled. Candidates are
John (Jake) Mahalik,
Margaret Hornung, Susan
Marie Klen and Mick “OC”
O’Connell.

Regional Board of
School Trustees — Up to
three can be elected, but
there are only two candi-
dates, Debra (Debi) Savage
and Howard Butters.

Wilmington Fire
Protection District referen-
dum — The fire district is
asking for a four-year
increase in its tax rate to add
personnel.

Four-way races
define this
year’s  ballot

TOBACCO FREE TEENS - A group of Wilmington Middle School students were urging other
teens to kick butts recently during National Kick Butts Day, an anti-tobacco campaign. The
WMS team meets at least every other week to encourage peers to live a tobacco-free way of life
through education and prevention activities done in coordination with The Wilmington
Coalition, Wilmington Middle School & The Will County Health Department. Students include
(front, from left)  Haley Deihs, Amelia Freis, Leah Talley, Sierra Smith and Haley Harvell. Middle
row: Neve VanDuyne, Alyssa Ohlund, Ben Kreitz, Halle Haga
and Chase Juster. Standing are  Becca Horton and Nick
Gornik.

Students urge others to kick butts

Mon., April 3: Ravioli,
green beans, garlic toast,
peaches, milk

Tues., April 4: Barbecue
on bun, Frito corn salad,
pickle spear, mixed fruit,
milk

Wed., April 5: Chili with
beans, peanut butter and
jelly sandwich, string
cheese, pears, milk

Thu., April 6: Chicken
patty on bun, broccoli
cheese rice, apricots, milk

Fri., April 7: Stuffed
crust pizza, vegetables and
ranch, apple slices, milk

Lunch at
schools
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BSTAFF REPORT

Consolidated elections
typically don’t generate
record voter turnout, so
races can be won or lost by a
handful of votes. Remember
that when you’re deciding
whether to make the effort
to cast a ballot on Tuesday.

During the General
Election last November,
when Donald Trump and
Hillary Clinton had captured
the nation’s attention, the
Will County voter turnout
was 74.5 percent, higher
than the turnout in 2012
when Mitt Romney chal-
lenged Barack Obama and
more than 20 percentage
points above the General
Election turnout in the off
years when constitutional
amendments and state gov-
ernment officers were on the
ballot. 

The March 2016 General
Primary Election similarly
had good voter turnout at
44.84 percent for Will County
— there were so many can-
didates to choose from —
but that was an anomaly,
since the previous two
General Primaries only
attracted about 21 percent of
registered voters here.

The Consolidated
Elections over the last 12
years saw an average of 19.14
percent of the registered vot-

ers in Will County cast bal-
lots, from a low of 15.01 per-
cent in 2015 to a high of
25.47 in 2005. That was the
year three men ran for
mayor of Wilmington; Roy
Strong earned 564 votes to
take the seat from incum-
bent Tony McGann, who had
422 votes. Dave Melhorn
came in with 259 votes, more
than 300 behind the prevail-
ing candidate.

While that might lead
one to think the mayoral
races bring much more
attention, and a correspon-
ding greater participation
from voters, one might be
surprised to see that in the
years in which Wilmington
elected a mayor, even fierce-
ly contested races didn’t
make much of a blip in the
turnout statistics. The 2005
election skewed the results,
but on average since that
year, voter turnout during
the Consolidated Elections
in which we elected a mayor
ranged not even 1.5 percent
higher than non-mayoral
Consolidated Elections. 

In 2009, when Marty Orr
got 638 votes to take the
mayor’s seat from Strong,
who had 532 votes, only
18.19 percent of Will County
voters cast a ballot. Then in
2013, when Strong (469
votes) tried to take the seat
back from Orr (531 votes)

and Russ Gilmour (180
votes) and Darla Neises (115
votes) were trying to win it
for themselves, the voter
turnout was even lower,
18.13 percent.

So what is your vote
worth with that kind of par-
ticipation? The 2013 mayoral
race was decided by just 62
votes, the narrowest margin
of the last three mayoral
elections — and now voters
have another opportunity to
be among those who make
that kind of difference.

The polls open at 6 a.m.
on election day and will
remain open until 7 p.m.
However you don’t have to
wait until April 4 to vote.

In-person early voting
began at Wilmington City
Hall, 1165 S. Water St., on
March 21 and will run
through March 30 for all vot-
ers registered in the city of
Wilmington. Early voting
hours are 9 a.m. to noon.

City hall is a campaign
free zone. Electioneering is
prohibited within the zone.
Campaign literature cannot
be brought into the building,
and visitors are required to
remove any attire, including
buttons, T-shirts, hats, etc.
that reference a candidate or
referendum.

Voters who want to a
cast a vote by mail ballot can
contact the clerk’s office by
e-mail at www.thewillcoun-
tyclerk.com. Click on the
Vote by Mail icon located in
the quick links section at the
top of the homepage. The
Vote by Mail page provides
all the ways to request a bal-
lot. Vote by mail ballots have
to be requested before 4:30
p.m. on Thursday, March 30. 

Ballots must be post-
marked no later than April 4,
and received in the county
clerk’s office within 14 days
after the election. 

Will County Clerk
Nancy Schultz Voots
announced Tuesday that
vote by mail and early voting
ballots will be loaded first
into the election night
results for the April 4
Consolidated Election. 

Results can be found on
the clerk’s website,
www.thewillcountyclerk.co
m. Just click on the Election
Results quick link at the top
of the page,  and scroll down
and click on April 4, 2017
Consolidated Election
Results. There will also be a
link on the homepage direct-
ly to the results page.

After the vote by mail
and early voting results are
in, precinct results will start
to appear and continue to
update approximately every
15 minutes until all 300
precincts are reported. It is
important to refresh the
browser to make sure the
most current results are
showing.

Fourteen days after the
election, the next upload will
take place, the Provisional
Group, which will include
any valid Provisional ballots
from Election Day and
remaining Vote by Mail bal-
lots that are postmarked by
Election Day. Twenty one
days after the election, the
Official Certification of
Elections will be completed
and the results will become
official.

The numbers tell it all - your vote counts

The following arrests
were reported by the
Wilmington Police
Department during the
week of March 21 to March
27:

• Leigh Ann Bowers, 29,
of Channahon, was arrested
March 21 on an outstanding
warrant. She was released on
an individual recognizance
bond and given a date to
appear in court.

• Josiah Rodriguez, 21,
of Yorkville, was arrested
March 23 on an outstanding
warrant. He was released on
an individual recognizance
bond and given a date to
appear in court.

• Stefan Lindgren, 32, of
Beecher, was arrested March
24 for reckless driving.
Lindgren was released on an
individual recognizance
bond and given a date to

appear in court.
• Alexander Bulanda,

29, of Joliet, was arrested
March 25 for possession of a
controlled substance. He
was transported to the Will
County Adult Detention
Facility in Joliet in lieu of
bond. Bond was set at
$35,000, with 10 percent to
apply as bail for his release.
He was still in custody at
press time.

• Raymond Okoren, 48,
of Wilmington, was arrested
March 25 for driving under
the influence. He was
released on an individual
recognizance bond and
given a date to appear in
court.

Editor’s note: Persons
named in the police report
are innocent of any charges
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Wilmington police report

Those interested in per-
fecting their knitting and
crocheting skills should join
the Knitting/Crochet Club
at the Wilmington Public
Library. Meetings will be
held on the first Tuesday of
the month, from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m.

The club meets to work

on knitting and crocheting
projects. A knitting and cro-
cheting instructor will be on
hand to help get partici-
pants started on a project or
answer questions.

Bring a project, or work
on the project of the month.

The library is located at
201 S. Kankakee St.

Knitting, crochet club
to meet April 4

THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW AT

www.freepressadvocate.com
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Attorney Fisher files
Osburn Drauden estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of Elizabeth
Osburn Drauden, Deceased. Case No.
17 P 150.

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Elizabeth Osburn Drauden of
Wilmington, Illinois.  Letters of Office
were issued on March 13, 2017 to
Jonnie E. Kwasneske, Melissa Bushue
Vilt and William N. Osburn as
Independent Co-Executors.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless under
Section 28-4 of the Probate Act any
interested person terminates independ-
ent co-administration at any time by
mailing or delivering a petition to termi-
nate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Will County Court House, 14
West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois
60432, or with the representative, or
both, within 6 months from the first pub-
lication date of this Notice, which is on
or before September 22, 2017 or if
mailing or delivery of this notice from
the personal representative is required
by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the co-representatives and to
the attorney within 10 days after it has
been filed.  

Dated: March 13, 2017  
Jonnie E. Kwasneske, Melissa

Bushue Vilt and William N. Osburn as
Independent Co-Executors

Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at
Law, Attorney No.:  06184265, 207 S.
Water Street, Wilmington, IL  60481.
815-476-7635.

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, March 22,
and 29, and April 5, 2017.

Geipel petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,

COUNTY OF WILL, SS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETI-
TION TO CHANGE THE NAME(S)
OF Jazariah Renee’ Davis TO
Jazariah Renee’ Geipel, Case No.
17 MR 00806

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned on behalf of herself and
Jazariah Renee’ Davis, minor, shall
appear in the Will County Court Annex,
57 N. Ottawa St., Joliet, Illinois 60432
in courtroom 236 at 9:00 a.m. on the
9th day of May, 20017 before the judge
assigned to hear said matter, and then
there present a petition requesting the
names of Jazariah Renee’ Davis be
changed to Jazariah Renee’ Geipel.

Monica Geipel
Petitioner

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, March 29,
and April 5 and 12, 2017.

Attorney Fisher files
Graham estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of John R.
Graham, Deceased. Case No. 17 P 180

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

John R. Graham of Wilmington, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on March
23, 2017 to Kathleen Skoryi as
Independent Administrator of the
Estate of John R. Graham.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless under
Section 28-4 of the Probate Act any
interested person terminates independ-
ent administration at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a petition to terminate
to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Will County Court House, 14
West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois
60432, or with the representative, or
both, within 6 months from the first pub-
lication date of this Notice, which is
September 29, 2017 and any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the co-
representatives and to the attorney
within 10 days after it has been filed.  

Dated: March 29, 2017
Kathleen Skoryi, Independent

Administrator 
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at

Law, Fisher Berardi Law, 207 S. Water
Street, Wilmington, IL  60481.  815-
476-7635. Atty. No.:  06184265, 

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, March 29,
and April 5 and 12, 2017.

Attorney Fisher files
Hall estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the Estate of David L.
Hall, Deceased. Case No. 17 P 181

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

David L. Hall of Braidwood, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on March
23, 2017 to Heather E. Collins as
Independent Administrator of the
Estate of David L. Hall.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless under
Section 28-4 of the Probate Act any
interested person terminates inde-
pendent administration at any time by
mailing or delivering a petition to termi-
nate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Will County Court House, 14
West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois
60432, or with the representative, or
both, within 6 months from the first
publication date of this Notice, which is
September 29, 2017 and any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the co-
representatives and to the attorney
within 10 days after it has been filed.  

Dated: March 29, 2017
Heather E. Collins, Independent

Administrator 
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Attorney at

Law, Fisher Berardi Law, 207 S. Water
Street, Wilmington, IL  60481.  815-
476-7635. Atty. No.:  06184265, 

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, March 29,
and April 5 and 12, 2017.

Attorney Lynch files
Sheridan estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CHARLENE SHERIDAN, Deceased;
No. 17 P 147

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of Charlene Sheridan. Letters of
Office were issued to Danette Litaker,
whose address is 1906 Chestnut Grove
Road, Plainfield, Illinois 60586 and
Kimberly Hadermayer, whose address
is 26 Pound Street, Ridgefield,
Connecticut 06877 as Independent Co-
Executors, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl,
Renzi & Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black
Road, Joliet, Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the
representative, or both, on or before the
29th day of September, 2017 if mailing
or delivery of a notice from the repre-
sentative is required by Section 18-3 of
the Probate Act of 1975, the date stat-
ed in that notice. Any claim not filed on
or before that date is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with the clerk must be
mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Charlene Sheridan,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, March 29, and
April 5 and 12, 2017.

910 N. Washington St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE
ADVISED THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF WILL

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Guaranteed Rate Inc.Plaintiff, vs. Anthony J. Panepinto aka Anthony Panepinto;
Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants Defendant. No. 16 CH 0079

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a judgment entered in the above

cause on the 6th day of January, 2017, MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of Will County,
Illinois, will on Thursday, the 13th day of April, 2017 , commencing at 12:00 o'clock
noon, at the Will County Courthouse Annex, 57 N. Ottawa Street, Room 201, Joliet,
IL 60432, sell at public auction to the highest and best bidder or bidders the follow-
ing-described real estate:

THAT PART OF LOT 55, IN NORTHCREST, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF
PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER AND PART OF THE NORTHWEST
QUARTER OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST OF THE
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED OCTOBER 18, 1948 AS DOCUMENT NO 646750, LYING
SOUTHERLY OF A LINE DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A POINT
ON THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 55 THAT IS 46.75 FEET SOUTHERLY
OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER THEREOF; THENCE SOUTH 83 DEGREES 25
MINUTES 17 SECONDS WEST 125.05 FEET, TO A POINT OF TERMINUS ON
THE WESTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 55 THAT IS 44.64 FEET SOUTHERLY OF
THE NORTHWEST CORNER THEREOF, EXCEPTING THEREFROM SOURCE
MATERIAL BENEATH THE SURFACE TOGETHER WITH THE RIGHT TO MINE
AND REMOVE THE SAME, ALL IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 910 North Washington Street, Wilmington, IL 60481
Description of Improvements: Multi family
P.I.N.: 03-17-25-109-013-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent (10%) at the time of sale and the balance within

twenty-four (24) hours; plus, for residential real estate, a statutory judicial sale fee
calculated at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by
the purchaser to the person conducting the sale, not to exceed $300, for deposit into
the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund. No judicial sale fee
shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its
credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor acquir-
ing the residential real estate whose rights in and to the residential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All payments shall be made in cash or certified funds payable to
the Sheriff of Will County. 

In the event the property is a condominium, in accordance with 735 ILCS
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified that the purchaser of the unit, other than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of
Section 9 and the assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the
Illinois Condominium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of sale, then the plaintiff shall send written notice pursuant to
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to all parties to the proceeding advising them of the amount
of the surplus and that the surplus will be held until a party obtains a court order for
its distribution or, in the absence of an order, until the surplus is forfeited to the
State.
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
ANSELMO LINDBERG OLIVER LLC.
1771 W. Diehl Rd. Suite 120
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 60563
P: 630-453-6960
F: 630-428-4620
Plaintiff's Attorney

MIKE KELLEY
Sheriff of Will County

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, March 22 and 29, and
April 5, 2017.

Attorney Lynch files
Sodic estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
George Sodic, Deceased; No. 17 P 205

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the

death of George Sodic. Letters of Office
were issued to Michael Sodic whose
address is 617 Sugar Creek Drive,
Joliet, Illinois 60433 as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record
is Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl,
Renzi & Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black
Road, Joliet, Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the
representative, or both, on or before the
29th day of September, 2017 if mailing
or delivery of a notice from the represen-
tative is required by Section 18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the clerk must be mailed
or delivered by claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten (10)
days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of George Sodic,
Deceased

BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press

Advocate, Wednesday, March 29, and
April 5 and 12, 2017.

Village of Symerton
to consider rezoning

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICE OF THE
CORPORATE AUTHORITIES OF
THE VILLAGE OF SYMERTON

Legal Public Notice pursuant to
65 ILCS 5/1-2-6 is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held on the 12th
day of April, 2017, at the meeting of the
Village Board of Trustees of the Village
of Symerton, Illinois, at the hour of 7:00
p.m., or as soon thereafer as the agen-
da permits, at the Village Hall, 18385
W. Commercial Street, Symerton,
Illinois, at which time and place the fol-
lowing will be considered:

Rezoning of the property com-
monly known as 30638 Honeywell
Lane, Symerton, IL, PIN #: 09-18-23-
102-008-0000 from commercial to resi-
dential.

Any interested person may
attend and provide comments or ask
questions, orally, in writing, or both.

Dated this 8th day of March,
2017.
Eli Geiss, Mayor

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, March 29,
2017.

Symerton to consider amendments
to annexation agreement

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING BEFORE

THE CORPORATE AUTHORITIES
OF THE VILLAGE OF SYMERTON

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held on the 12th day of
April, 2017, at the meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of
Symerton, Illinois, at the hour of 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the agenda per-
mits, at the Village Hall, 18385 W. Commercial Street, Symerton, Illinois, at which
time and place the following will be considered:

Amendments to the existing Annexation Agreement between the Village of
Symerton, a Municipal Corporation, and certain property owners of approximately 3
residential parcels located at 18234 W, Wilmington-Peotone Rd., 18300 W.
Wilmington Rd., and 30961 S. Symerton Rd. will be discussed. The Amendments
proposed would modify the existing Annexation Agreement to correct the common
addresses listed for the properties and fix any typos that may exist therein. The legal
description for the proposed Amended Annexation Agreement is as follows:
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

THAT PART OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCI-
PAL MERIDIAN, LYING SOUTH OF THE SOUTHEASTERN RIGHT OF WAY LINE
OF THE NORFOLK AND WESTERN RAILROAD (FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE
WABASH RAILWAY COMPANY, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS EXCEPTING
THEREFROM THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED 3 PARCELS:

EXCEPTION 1: BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF SAID
SOUTHWEST QUARTER SECTION 33 AT THE INTERSECTION WITH THE
EASTERLY LINE OF SAID NORFOLK AND WESTERN RAILROAD (FORMERLY
KNOWN AS THE WABASH RAILWAY COMPANY); THENCE EAST ALONG SAID
NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 23, A DISTANCE
OF 101.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH AT RIGHT ANGLES 425.15 FEET; THENCE
WEST AT RIGHT ANGLES 400.97 FEET TO SAID EASTERLY LINE OF THE
NORFOLK AND WESTERN RAILROAD (FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE WABASH
RAILWAY COMPANY); THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID RIGHT OF
WAY LINE 520.28 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

EXCEPTION 2: BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 23 AT A POINT 1430.2 FEET NORTH OF
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER THEREOF; THENCE NORTH 36 DEGREES 19
MINUTES EAST 934 FEET; THENCE NORTH 54 DEGREES 41 MINUTES WEST
40 FEET TO THE SOUTHEASTERN RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF THE NORFOLK
AND WESTERN RAILROAD (FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE WABASH RAILWAY
COMPANY); THENCE SOUTH 35 DEGREES 19 MINUTES WEST ALONG SAID
RIGHT OF WAY LINE 877.5 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 69.2 FEET TO THE POINT
OF BEGINNING.

EXCEPTION 3: THE SOUTH 361 FEET OF THE EAST 243 FEET OF THE
WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 33,
NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN WILL
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

TOTAL TRACT CONTAINING 64.052 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
PIN: 09-18-23-304-005 & 09-18-23-304-007
ADDRESSES: 18234 W. WILMINGTON-PEOTONE RD.

18300 W. WILMINGTON-PEOTONE RD.
30961 S. SYMERTON RD.

Any interested person may attend and provide comments or ask questions,
orally, in writing, or both.

Dated this 8th day of March, 2017.
Eli Geiss
Mayor

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, March 15 and 29,
2017.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Because it’s your right to know

Ace Hardware's J.D. Power Award
Neighborhood Tour is headed to a store near
you.

Whitmore Ace of Wilmington will cele-
brate Ace Hardware ranking “Highest in
Customer Satisfaction with Home
Improvement Retail Stores” for the 10th year
in a row by hosting a customer appreciation
event on Wednesday, April 5, from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m.

The event is part of a cross-country tour
celebrating Ace's achievement by taking all
10 J.D. Power trophies on the road, visiting
over 35 states and more than 175 neighbor-
hood Ace Hardware stores between last July
and this April, covering over 35,000 miles.

“At Whitmore Ace Hardware we strive to
meet and exceed customer needs year after
year, and we're proud to be part of the fami-
ly of Ace stores that are all commited to
delivering a more personal kind of helpful,”
said Murph Mitchell, Manager at Whitmore
Ace Hardware “The J.D. Power Award

Neighborhood Tour gives us the opportuni-
ty to say thank you to our customers.”

During the event, customers will have
the opportunity to take a photo with the
prestigious J.D. Power trophies as well as
have the opportunity to win prizes and take
advantage of in-store promotions in appre-
ciation for their continued support of local-
ly owned businesses like free samples
smoked on Traeger Grills, a DeWalt Multi
Tool and $5 gift cards.

Ace Hardware has received the ranking
of “Highest in Customer Satisfaction with
Home Improvement Retail Stores” ever
since J.D. Power began the study.

The study is based on responses from
nearly 3,000 consumers who purchased
home improvement products or services in
the previous 12 months. Ace Hardware
ranked highest among major retailers with
an overall satisfaction index score of 810 on
a 1,000-point scale. 

Whitmore Ace to celebrate
customer satisfaction award

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT Kevin Feeney (right) and School Board President Tim Cragg
(second from right) are pictured with aids from Congressman Adam Kinzinger’s office and rep-
resentatives of other Illinois schools fighting for federal impact aid dollars during a visit to
Washington, D.C. in mid-March. District 209-U has received anywhere from $800,000 to $1 mil-
lion in impact aid in past years.

On Tuesday, March 14,
Tim Cragg, President of the
School District 209-U Board
of Education, and Kevin
Feeney, Assistant
Superintendent, traveled to
Washington D.C. to lobby for
Federal Impact Aid. 

School District 209-U
relies heavily on Impact Aid
dollars, which are received
as a result of the federal gov-
ernment ownership of 28.5
percent of the land within
the district.  These federal
dollars, which only make up

a small portion of the prop-
erty tax dollars lost to the
government ownership of
this property, are of vital
importance to the students
of Wilmington.  

District representatives
regularly and actively advo-
cate and lobby within the
National Association of
Federally Impacted Schools
(NAFIS) for this federal
funding, which seems to be
consistently in jeopardy of
being cut. President Donald
Trump's most recent budget

proposal eliminates this fed-
eral funding for schools
throughout the country.

As in the past, the dis-
trict will need its elected
House and Senate members
to get this funding restored.
The district’s involvement
with NAFIS allows for direct
access to a strong staff of
professional advocates and a
unified voice with other fed-
erally impacted school dis-
tricts from all across the
country, Feeney said. 

209-U fights for federal funds

Representatives from
Will County Senior Services
will be at the Wilmington
Public Library District, 201
S. Kankakee St.,  on Friday,
March 31, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., to assist those applying
for the license plate dis-
count through the Benefit
Access Program.

Applicants must be 65
or older by Dec. 31, 2017, or
16 or older and totally dis-
abled before Jan. 1 of this
year.

Bring state identifica-
tion or driver's license for
everyone in the household ,
Social Security card, 2015

Social Security 1099, 2015
Federal Income Tax Form (if
filed), 2015
Pension/Annuities 1099 and
all other 1099's, 2015
Alimony/TANF, 2015
Interest/Dividend Wages.

The 2017 income levels
for the License Plate
Renewal Tax Discount are
$27,610 - one-person house-
hold; $36, 635 - two-person
household; and $45,657 -
three-person household.

Assistance will be pro-
vided on a first come, first
serve basis. For more infor-
mation call the library at
815-476-2834.

Assistance for license
plate discount

A FIRST DOLLAR AWARD is presented to American Heritage Antiques which is opening
Saturday at 108 S. Water St., Wilmington. Chamber Ambassador David Quigley (right) of
Quigley Technology Services awards a first dollar of pure profit to (from left) Richard Powers
and Ken Powers of American Heritage Antiques. The new store is having its grand opening
event on April 1.

Chamber welcomes American Heritage Antiques



BY BRENT SUMNER
STAFF WRITER

Wilmington’s varsity
baseball team put a hurt on
Dwight Friday, and that
might even be an under-
statement. 

The Wildcats compiled
24 hits in their game against
the Trojans, as they picked
up a five-inning win with a
dominating 27-4 victory.

At the start of the game,
it looked like it would go in
Dwight’s favor, as they
jumped to a 4-0 lead in the
top of the first.

“Up to this point I have
no complaints,” said head
coach Mike Bushnell. “I
think we came out a little flat
in the first inning, making
three errors. I challenged
them after the half inning,
and they came out and got
their  game straight. I think it
shows.”

Wilmington would
answer back though in the
bottom of the frame with
seven runs, causing a pitch-
ing  change from the Trojans.

From there, the rest of
the game belonged to the
Wildcats. They continued to
hit whatever pitcher the
opposition threw at them,
tallying three runs in the sec-
ond, 10 in the third and
seven more in the fourth.
Dwight wound up throwing
a different pitcher each
inning, but that didn’t stop
the Wildcats.

By then, there was no
chance the opposition was
going to catch up, as the
Wildcats secured the domi-
nating win to improve to 3-0
on the season. 

“As far as how we are, I
think we are sitting OK,” said
Bushnell. “We just need to
focus on minimizing walks,
minimizing errors, and we
will wait for bats to come
around. I think the first
game base running was a lit-
tle iffy, but it is starting to
come around, and I hope we
just build on it through the
season.”

Almost every player on
the roster had a hand in the
offense, as Josh Jones and
Jeff Cortese also registered
their first home runs of the
season.

Six players went perfect
from the plate, including
Brock Bolser (4-for-4),
Andrew Gramlich (1-for-1),
Mark Youngquist (3-for-3),
Will Van Duyne (3-for-3),
Cortese (2-for-2) and Keith
Lamaster (2-for-2).

In fact, throughout the
contest Wilmington had only
three strikeouts against a
Dwight pitcher. They regis-
tered the 24 hits and were
walked 10 times. They also
added two stolen bases from
Will Hainline and Bolser. 

Conner Dempsay
picked up the win on the
mound for Wilmington,
pitching three innings. 

He fanned two batters,
walked one, and gave up
four earned runs off five hits. 

Josh Jones closed out
the final two innings, surren-
dering just one hit and strik-
ing out two.

Wilmington was back in
action on Tuesday, when
they faced Morris, and will
resume again on Wednesday,
when they travel to
Kankakee. 

“Our goals moving for-
ward will be minimize
strikeouts at the plate, mini-
mizing walks from our pitch-
ers, and having all of our
pitchers come in and throw
strikes,” Bushnell added.

“We also need to execute in
key situations in the game.”

Wilmington 2,
Bishop McNamara 0

The Wildcats picked up
a convincing win last
Wednesday as a pitching
dual resulted in Wilmington
earning their second win of
the season.

Dillon Tjelle threw
lights-out on the evening,
surrendering just four hits
over his 6.1 innings of work.
He walked only one and
struck out seven batters to
pick up the win.

Josh Jones closed out
the game with a strong per-
formance as well. He came
in with two outs left, and
quickly tallied the two strike-
outs to close the game down.

The eventual game win-
ning lead came in the bot-
tom of the first inning, with
Bolser picking up a single to
get on base. That was fol-
lowed by a center-field tag
from Youngquist, sending
Bolser in for the score.

Conner Dempsay added
the insurance run in the bot-
tom of the sixth, as RJ Van
Duyne picked up an RBI,
reaching base on an error. 
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Big offense leads to Dwight defeat

BRETT MCWILLIAMS pulls up at second after blasting a dou-
ble during Wilmington’s game against Dwight on Friday. The
Wildcats wound up with 24 hits in the dominating 27-4 win.

BROCK BOLSER slides into home to record another run for Wilmington during their win over

Dwight. Bolser went a perfect 4-for-4 from the plate, as the Wildcats improved their record to 3-

0.

Photos by Brent Sumner

CONNER DEMPSAY secured the win on the mound Friday, as
he pitched three innings. Dempsay finished with two strike-
outs, one walk and four earned runs off five hits.

MATT ALEXANDER takes a lead from first base during Friday’s
game against Dwight.

Wilmingon’s Tanner Roark helped the United
States earn their first ever  World Baseball Classic
championship, pitching a win in the semi-final
that allowed them to advance to the tournament
championship.

The U.S. team clinched the WBC crown, as
they defeated Puerto Rico in the final, 8-0. 

While Roark didn’t pitch in the final game, he
played a pivotal role in the semifinal round,
where the Americans faced Japan. 

After allowing three runs in 1.1 innings of
work against the Dominican Republic a week
prior, Roark got his first start of the tournament
against Japan. 

He was promised one start in the classic, and
while he had to wait through two rounds for that
start, he still amde it on a nine day’s rest after the
1.1 inning performance. 

Roark helped spark the United States to their
first semifinal win ever, something that he noted
was his “biggest start of his career”.

Against Japan, Roark threw four scoreless
innings, allowing just two hits and walking one
in 48 pitches. 

The Americans would go on to win the game,
2-1. 

On Saturday, after returning from the World
Baseball Classic, Roark found himself back in
rotation for the Washington Nationals. 

While he spent a couple weeks away from the
National clubhouse, Roark didn’t skip a beat on
Saturday, leading his team to a 4-1 win over the
Houston Astros. 

Roark put in 5.1 innings of work, and retired
13-straight between the second and sixth
innings. 

He only gave up three hits, one earned run
and no walks, while striking out five. 

Overall, it is safe to say that Roark is off to a
fast and productive start to his season. It will be
interesting to see where this year  takes him.

Roark helps
U.S. reach
WBC title

Photo by Chris Sweda/Chicago Tribune
TANNER ROARK has gotten his season off to a fast
start, helping the national team earn their first ever World
Baseball Classic Title. He also picked up a win on
Saturday for the Washington Nationals, defeating the
Houston Astros, 4-1.

WANT TO SEE YOUR TEAM REPORT HERE?
SEND STATS TO

sports@fpnusa.com
or fax to 815-476-7002
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The Wilmington varsity
softball team saw their
record move back to .500 on
the season last Friday, as
they suffered a loss to
Dwight, 6-1. 

The Lady Wildcats (2-2
overall) held the score close
for most of the game, but the
Trojans would secure four
more runs in the seventh
inning to wind up with the
lopsided win. 

“From first game to now,
we have played a lot better,”
said head coach Jack Skole.
“We have kids playing, half
all new to varsity, and half
out of positions from last
year. Replacing seven girls, it
is a haul. We knew we would
take our lumps early, but we
have two freshmen and a

sophomore up, and they are
playing really well.”

Lorri Kucharski pitched
the first five innings of the
game, giving up a two-run
homer in the top of the first,
where Dwight took the ini-
tial 2-0 lead. 

Kucharski wound up
pitching the rest of her
innings without giving up a
run, as she finished with two
strikeouts and four hits.

Justine Reents hurled
the remaining two innings,
surrendering four runs
(three earned) off five hits.
She walked one and struck
out two. 

Wilmington cut
Dwight’s lead in half in the
bottom of the sixth, when
Bella Egizio wound up cross-

ing the plate after hitting a
triple. 

Kiley Sowa was the only
other player to finish with a
hit in the game, securing a
single.

“You have a 2-1 game in
the seventh, and that is what
you want to see,” Skole
added. “We had a fielding
error, and another defensive
move that opened it up. Our
girls didn’t quit, so that is
what I am looking for. It is
early, and we will be fine.”

Wilmington 13,
Clifton Central 7
A late rally was all the

Lady Wildcats needed last
Thursday to pick up a win
over Clifton Central. 

Wilmington collected 21
hits to Clifton Central’s nine
during the high-scoring
affair. 

Clifton took the initial
lead in the top of the first
and second innings, accu-
mulating four runs, but
Wilmington eventually
responded in the bottom of
the second and third
innings.

The Lady Wildcats
wound up knotting the game
up at four in the bottom of
the third, as Mickaela
Tworek drove in one run
with a single. 

The game would remain
tied until the bottom of the
sixth, where Wilmington
exploded for nine more runs. 

Ava Narine helped break
the tie, as she collected a sin-
gle, driving in two runs to
take the lead. 

Egizio and Lorri
Kucharski led the offense,
both going 4-for-5 at the
plate. 

Egizio had a triple, two
doubles and a single, along
with two RBIs and two runs
scored. 

Lorri Kucharski finished
with a home run and three
singles, scoring two runs.

Jenny Kucharski and
Kiley Sowa both added three
singles for two runs scored
in the game, while Emma
Hafner, Reents, Narine,
Tworek, Audrey Sinchak and
Katie Kucharski all added
hits and runs.

In the pitcher’s circle,
Reents earned the start, put-
ting in five innings of work.
She surrendered four runs
(one earned) off four hits,

walked two and struck out
one. 

Katie Kucharski pitched
the remaining two innings,
picking up the win. She sur-
rendered three earned runs
off five hits, walked none
and struck out two.

Wilmington 10,
Illinois Lutheran 0

It didn’t take long for
Wilmington to pick up their
first win of the season last
Tuesday as they defeated
Illinois Lutheran in five
innings. 

The Lady Wildcats col-
lected eight hits and took
advantage of three errors, as
they scored two runs in the
first, two in the second, three
in the third and three more
in the fourth inning.

Jenny and Lorri
Kucharski helped lead the
offense, both going 2-for-2 at
the plate. 

Together, they secured
two home runs, one double
and one single, as they accu-
mulated three RBIs and
three runs scored. 

Egizio, Reents, and
Tworek also added singles in
the game, while Mollie
Beckman  earned a double.

Lorri and Katie
Kucharski combined in the
pitcher’s circle for the win. 

Lorri got the start, put-
ting in three innings of work.
She surrendered just one hit
and struck out two. 

Katie finished the final
two innings, surrendering
just one hit and one walk,
while striking out one.

Lady Wildcats pick up two wins, fall to Dwight

KILEY SOWA connects with a pitch during Wilmington’s game against Dwight last Friday. Sowa
would wind up with one of the Lady Wildcats’ two hits during the game, reaching base on a
single.

Photos by Brent Sumner

DOUBLE PLAY – Bella Egizio tags a runner to finish a double
play during Wilmington’s game against Dwight last week. The
Lady ‘Cats got Dwight caught in a rundown, as they were able
to get out of the inning.
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DRIVEWAY
Examine your driveway and other paved surfaces, including those of indoor garages. Identify
all the potholes and cracks in the
asphalt that will have to be repaired.
Stepping stones in walkways that have
broken, chipped, lifted, or sunk over the
winter will also need repairing.

GUTTERS
Once the blossoms from spring-flower-
ing trees have fallen, clean the gutters
even if you did them in the fall. Take
advantage of this extra cleaning to make
sure the anchors aren’t loose and that
your gutters are draining efficiently. Use
a garden hose to detect any leaks and
ensure that water drains freely through
the downspouts and away from the
house.

Spring maintenance 
for your home
Has harsh winter weather damaged your home? Has
snow clearing ruined your flowerbeds? Has the wind
torn off some of your roof shingles? Spring brings
lots of little fix-ups that need your attention, but for
most of them you don’t need to be an expert in reno-
vations.

The exterior of a home usually needs some preventive maintenance in the spring, once all risk
of freezing has passed. A few simple tasks will be sufficient to improve the appearance and the
value of your residence.

FOUNDATIONS
Check to ensure that no new cracks have appeared and that existing ones have not increased
in size. Call in an expert to fill the cracks and solve the problem once and for all.

WINDOWS
If the paint on windows, outside cladding, or the patio has peeled, the wood is probably damp.
Any rotten wood should be replaced before repainting.

IMPROVEMENT



While your walls can
suffer from everyday liv-
ing, repairing drywall can
be an easy fix if you have
a little patience and the
proper tools.
Nicks, dings and dents

Cut off any raised
debris with a razor blade

so it’s completely
smooth. Using a drywall
knife, smooth a pre-
mixed spackling com-
pound over the dent or
hold and let it dry for
about 15 minutes. Lightly
sand the area, apply
another thin coat and
sand again until the spot
is totally smooth. Then
apply paint for a com-
pleted look.

Cracks
Long, skinny cracks

aren’t as scary as they
look, usually the result of
the house flexing or set-
tling and forming around
windows and doors that
were installed too tightly.
To fix, get all of the loose
debris out of the crack
with a utility knife or
flathead screwdriver.

Next, apply a drywall
compound into the crack
to hold it together and
prevent it from cracking
again. Let it dry and
apply a second coat.
After the area is dry, it’s
ready to be sanded and
painted.

Small to medium
holes

If the hole is more
than a few inches wide,
you’ll need a drywall
patch. Cut a square of
repair drywall two inches
larger than the hole. With
a utility knife score the
front of the drywall, then
snap it back and cut the
back for a perfectly
smooth-edged piece

Next, outline the
piece over the hole in the
wall with a pencil and
then cut the existing dry-
wall along the lines with
a drywall saw. Screw two
pieces of thin wood
inside the hole at the top
and bottom. Place the
patch over the hole and
screw it in, making sure

the heads of each screw
are below the surface for
an even finish.

Apply a square of dry-
wall mesh, which is sticky
on one side, over the
patch. This will help bond
the patch to the wall.
You’re now ready to
spackle, using a pre-
mixed wet drywall
applied in three thin
coats. Let it dry, sand it
down and apply another
two coats to make it nice
and smooth.

Large holes
Repairing large

patches due to water
damage or another issue
is just a bigger, longer
process of fixing a small-
er hole. Instead of using
nailer boards, cut out a
square or rectangle from
one stud to the next stud,
and then screw the large
patch into the studs.

Use joint tape instead
of drywall mesh, then just
apply two to three coats
of compound and lightly
sand in between each
one.

You are thinking of mak-
ing a major renovation to
your home. Perhaps it’s time
to create that master bed-
room suite you long have
admired or install that wrap-
around porch? What is the
first thing that should be
done before getting down to
business?

The correct way to
begin a home remodeling
project is to obtain the nec-
essary permits for the job.
Many municipalities require
individuals to obtain per-
mits for a range of work on
homes or other structures,
such as office buildings.
Permits are generally
required for all new con-
struction as well as specific
modifications that will affect
structural, plumbing,
mechanical, and electrical
systems. It’s important to
check with the local building
office prior to beginning
work to see which permits
you will need before the
project can begin. Permits
are necessary whether a
homeowner is doing the
work or hiring an outside
contractor.

Due to the cost and time
involved with securing per-
mits, some homeowners
skip this step so they can
begin a project promptly.
However, this can end up
being a costly mistake.
Permits might seem like a
nuisance, but they actually
protect homeowners in vari-
ous ways.

Permits ensure safe

workmanship
Permits provide a blue-

print by which contractors
and do-it-yourselfers must
complete renovations.
Because inspections will
take place, there is no wiggle
room. Shortcuts often trans-
late into subpar work that
may lead to malfunction and
injury in the long run.
Safeguarding against poor
workmanship means home-
owners can feel confident in
the work being done.

Permits reduce the 
likelihood of costly mis-

takes
As inspectors go

through their checklists,
they may notice things that
were done incorrectly and
will offer advice about how
to mend the problem before
it becomes a larger
headache. If left unchecked,
an electrical error could lead
to a fire or another danger-
ous situation. Repairs that
are not structurally sound
may pose problems or dete-
riorate more quickly than
structures that are con-
structed correctly.
Furthermore, catching
improper technique early on
eliminates having to tear
down and redo work, which
can be a costly and time-
consuming endeavor. 

Permits protect against
fines

Sometimes work goes as
planned even for homeown-
ers who did not obtain the
necessary permits. However,
years later, when other work
needs to be done, inspectors
may discover homeowners
never secured proper per-
mits and inspections years
earlier, leading to fines. 

Furthermore, if work is
done without a permit and
an accident occurs, any
damages or injuries may not
be covered by a homeown-
er’s insurance policy. 

Permits are an impor-
tant part of the home
improvement process.
Homeowners should not
skirt the responsibility
because the permit and
inspection process is in
place to provide protection
to occupants.
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Spring Home Improvement
How building permits protect homeowners

OBTAIN THE PROPER permits before beginning construction.

If the only thing you want to do after opening
your closet is to shut the door again, it’s time for an
overhaul.

You don’t have to be a neat freak to create and
keep a functional, tidy closet space. It just takes
some planning and tough love.

Consciously purge
Go through everything one-by-one and donate

or sell what no longer flatters or fits you or you don’t
love wearing. Be ruthless.

A closet filled only with clothes you feel great in
and are happy wearing makes getting dressed a
breeze. If there’s dust on it, ditch it.

Recycle torn or broken items. Why give yourself
an additional job of getting them fixed. Aside from
getting rid of clutter, you’ll have a mental inventory
of what you have, making it easier to shop for what
you truly need.

Sort it out
Place items you wear most often front and cen-

ter. You wear 20 percent of your clothes, 80 percent
of the time.

Sort items by type such as button-down shirts,
dress pants, casual pants, etc., and maybe sort by
color.

Let your hangers help
If you have a mishmash of hangers, invest in all

new ones or buy more of what you have the most of.
Matching hangers is more visually appealing but
also makes it easier to see what you have.

Live in the season
Store off-season items out of the way on the top

shelves, under a bed or elsewhere. Use plastic bins
with labeled lids, rotating with the hanging seasons.

Adjustable shelves make it easy to tweak your
closet when the weather changes. For example,
taller shelves for sweaters versus T-shirts.

Light it up
A well-lit bright space helps you stay motivated

to keep a tidy space. A simple wall light that turns on
easily would be beneficial.

Keep the peace
Now that you’ve tided up, maintain it. Every

time you buy something new, toss something. Keep
a bag in your closet for donations.

Wall hooks are useful for not-quite-dirty
clothes, keeping them off the floor. They can also
hold jewelry, belts and random items that might
start the clutter.

How to love
your closet

Fix that unsightly hole in the wall
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Got my vote
COAL CITY—The people of Coal City

know how to deal with the hand we were
dealt. We learned that June 22, 2015 when a
tornado ripped through our town. Coaler
Strong gave us strength and hope over the
past 20 months but now it seems, we have
to face reality. That tornado tore up this
town and the feds and the state did little to
help us financially. Our family has come to
accept that, that the federal government
isn’t always there to help. But thank good-
ness for our village government because
they’ve done a pretty good job of keeping
things going despite the financial shortfall
caused by an act of God. If Home Rule is the
answer, then you’ve got our vote.

Trump’s next repeal
WILMINGTON—I hear President

Trump is going to repeal the bison as our
national animal. He seems to favor an ani-
mal more like himself, a jack ass. Just a little
fake news.

It’s inhumane
WILMINGTON—If people really

believe the affordable health care act under
President Obama was so great then maybe
they should look into the law that reads,
only when an individual’s heart operates at
35 percent they are allowed a pacemaker to
keep them alive. But if an automobile has a
fuel pump that only operates at 50 percent
they would fix their automobile to run
properly. How truly amazing is it that some
politicians believe a piece of metal or plas-
tic is more important then a human being. 

Screen immigrants
SHADOW LAKES—I just watched the

terrorist attack in London with an individ-
ual driving a car and using a knife, which of
course, we must remember guns are not
always used. It has been recorded before
that the terrorists have announced to use
knives, cars, trucks, whatever, not guns. And
yet I wonder why the Democrats wish to
continue to allow illegals into this country
and not have severe screening, and the
Muslims who are part of ISIS have never
stood up in front of national television,
maybe one here or there, and denounced
their Muslim associates. 

Inappropriate
WILMINGTON—It’s very sad to come

out of a church service and find political fly-
ers on all the cars in the parking lot. This
happened at a few churches in Wilmington
on Sunday, March 26.

Serving themselves
WILMINGTON—American citizens liv-

ing in the United States are supposed to be
granted many benefits without hesitation,
except any crime committed by an
American citizen will put that individual in
jail by government employees. So I was con-
sidering becoming a public servant or
dumping my citizenship so I can commit
crimes and receive protection from my
crimes from public servants. The laws don’t
seem to exist for some people while others
are thrown to the wolves. The public ser-
vants serve themselves or criminals they
don’t seem to be serving the American peo-
ple. 

The Illinois Way
BRAIDWOOD—Ask yourself who

should get paid first: The grandmother who
can’t get a bottle of oxygen to help her
breathe or the state politicians who haven’t
come close to straightening out the budget
mess? If you guest the grandmother who
needed the oxygen from the company con-
tracted by the state to supply it to Medicare
recipients, guessed wrong. A handful of
Democrats in the Illinois House sued us tax-
payers to get their paychecks before other
businesses and social service providers are
paid by the state. The Democrats said “me
first” in their lawsuit and a judge ruled in
their favor. Now all those worthless clowns
ruining our state will get paid before every-
one else.

Trump’s hot air
WILMINGTON—I hear President

Trump is no longer taking Air Force One to
Marilago he seems to like the idea of a hot
air balloon since he can fill it himself. Just a
little fake news. 

Stall tactics
SHADOW LAKES—This is about all the

upheaval about Obamacare and not getting
it through yet. Trying to make changes. I
don’t see what the problem is because I
know several people that can’t even afford
to keep up with the Affordable Care Act and
have never purchased into it because they
can’t afford it. But Nancy Pelosi said when
the Democrats ruled Congress that  we just
have to pass this. All 2,000 pages and read it
later. So why don’t we now just pass what
the Republicans have and look at it later. Or
is it different when the shoe is on the other
foot.

Dan Hill

Watching and waiting
ESSEX—I am a homeowner in Essex

Landing.  It is a peaceful subdivision where
I know most of the residents.
Unfortunately, over the last few months I've
witnessed behavior from a relative new-
comer to the subdivision which I find dis-
turbing.  This individual has been clearing
trees on his property which is totally
acceptable.  There is an empty lot next to
this individual’s property and this is where
the problem begins. In clearing his own
property he has dropped trees into the
empty lot which belongs to someone else.
This has caused destruction of existing trees
as well as leaving large quantities of debris.
It's upsetting to me to watch and now that
the lot's owner is aware it is very upsetting
to him as well.  Just wanting everyone
involved to know I have witnessed and
recorded what has happened and would be
happy to present documentation in court as
needed.

More dogs needed  
COAL CITY—Yes sir we sure do need

more dogs. As we all know the illegal drugs
are pouring over the borders, mostly from
the Mexican border. My proposal would be
the thousands and thousands of dogs lan-
guishing in all the pounds throughout the
United States should be taken and trained
as drug sniffing dogs used by our stepped
up enforcement of our borders. I can see
this useful tool of a dog’s nose clearing up

all or most of the illegal
drugs crossing our borders.
Give every recruit joining
the border patrol a homeless
dog and train them both in
the ways of the border
patrols’ many and various
techniques of rounding up
the bad guys and save some
poor homeless dog. We have
a resource here  that we are
failing to tap into. What is it
going to take to smarten up
people? Save those homeless
dogs. Even the smallest dog
can be trained. We can use
them, not kill them.

At taxpayers’
expense

BRAIDWOOD—As a
lifetime resident of
Braidwood I would like to
comment on last week’s
soundoff about the
Braidwood Police using tax-
payers’ money by driving
their vehicles to and from
work. Being an employee for
47 years I would have loved
for my employer to give me a
car and fuel it up so I could

drive back and forth to work. Abuse of tax-
payers’ money only makes things go up
higher. We can talk to each other every week
in Soundoff, but when is the mayor and
commissioner going to make a stand and
do something about this abuse of taxpayers’
money?

The golden rule
WILMINGTON—In everything, deal

with others as you would have them to deal
with you. The golden rule applies also when
the “others” are unborn children scheduled
for abortion. We are to do what we would
want others to do if we were in danger. We
can stop wondering how many people we
should risk offending, or how many posi-
tions we should risk losing. “In everything,
do to others what you would have them do
to you.”

Rights for all
WILMINGTON—If you are wrong on

abortion, you can’t be right on other issues.
To permit abortion, but then to cry out for
the right to work, housing, education and
health care, is to say that these rights belong
to “some”” people, but not “all”. They obvi-
ously do not belong to those who were
snuffed out by abortion.

Not enough pay check
WILMINGTON—I do appreciate the

people of the fire department and the work
that is performed. However, the people of
Illinois are some of the highest tax bur-
dened people in the nation. In addition, our
local school system is raising fee structures,
and Joliet Junior College announced it is
raising tuition. The Illinois Policy group
reported tuition and fees in Illinois public
universities rose from 74 percent to 112 per-
cent since 2006. The city council recently
raised our water/sewer bill by 20 percent.
Governor Rauner just gave the area’s elec-
tric company millions of dollars for their
clean energy proposal. Some Illinois state
legislatures are talking of raising the income
tax again. Unfortunately, all these fees and
increases are lying squarely on the backs of
this small town (high school fees/taxes,
huge water bills, higher electric bills com-
ing, higher income tax proposed). It would
be great to increase our taxes for the fire
department. I’m afraid there simply is not
enough pay check to go around.

Be informed
COAL CITY—I hope people will not fall

for the information put on the radio station
last week about Home Rule.
Investigate it and look into
it. It’s not all it is said to be. If
they decide to raise the tax at
a local gas station for 5 cents
they pass that tax onto the
consumer and there’s noth-
ing you can do about it. You
need to be aware of what
Home Rule really is. 

Brought police
integrity

WILMINGTON—Roy
Strong said during the can-
didate’s forum he was seri-
ous that he would hire back
a police chief who sued the
city.  What did he mean
when he said, "Imhof is bet-
ter than the chief who
replaced him?"  The chief
who replaced him retired. Is
he speaking of the current
chief? I feel the present chief
is not only highly qualified
but has done a great job for
the last three years. The
department has been run
with integrity, accountabili-
ty, successful programs and
there haven't been any
grievances or lawsuits that
have cost the taxpayers
money. Sounds to me that if
he's elected, he wants to
erase all present staff and
not worry about who’s the
most qualified for the job.

Funds are
locked

WILMINGTON— In a
recent article in the Free
Press, Alderman Larry Hall
stated that, if elected, he
would use money from the
MFT fund to pay other debt.
A law governs what the
money can be used for and
it's not for other debt.
Shouldn't he know that?
Don't believe the law allows
for shell games to be played
with municipal budgets.

Angered for asking
WILMINGTON—I attended the park

board meeting on 3/23. A lot of discussion
and ideas were presented. One fact that
concerns me is that a board member got
upset and started yelling at a citizen in the
audience. I am not sure why a board mem-
ber running for re-election would start
yelling at a taxpayer for bringing up a valid
point. This type of intimidation could cause
citizens to not attend meeting out of fear of
being belittled by the board.

Get out and vote
WILMINGTON— People please open

your eyes and ears and listen to what’s going
on in town. Ask questions.  We want a mayor
who will be there full time not part time.
Save us money and grow our town. We need
the right type of houses, stores, industry. We
need our water bills cut, it’s the sewer rates
that are killing us. It’s hard to understand
the water bills and all the fees. People need
to get out and vote. We need the people out
and voting. I believe you can register to vote
at the voting polls if you aren’t registered to
vote. Find out where your polling places are.
Let’s make a difference in this town for
everyone not just certain people in town. 

Merits your vote
WILMINGTON—The fire district vote is

a no brainer. Do we want our community to
take care of our own residents when an
emergency happens? You bet we do, it’s the
least we can do to keep our townspeople
safe.

Won’t go away
COAL CITY— This is in response to

With no substance.  You asked the question
what is so negative about Home Rule.  You
also mentioned an old fable of Chicken
Little and The Sky is Falling. I will answer
about Home Rule with another saying.
Home Rule is like giving someone an open
checkbook. Home Rule allows a tax on
almost everything, including any improve-
ments on your home or property. Once
Home Rule is established, it will probably
remain forever.

Troubling
WILMINGTON—One candidate run-

ning for mayor has shown a disturbing lack
of decorum on social media these last few
weeks. They even resorted to publicly post-
ing somebody's home address for all to see.
This is not the behavior Wilmington should
want from a mayor. It's troubling.

SOUND-OFF
Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-4256

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone
line provided to give readers a
chance to voice their opinions. Calls
may be anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers
reserves the right to edit remarks for
taste, length, personal attacks, calls
for boycotts and libel. In cases where
the publisher selects not to publish
these remarks the newspaper makes

every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom
they are directed.

The comments stated are the
opinions and ideas of the callers and
not that of the newspaper.
Information may not constitute the
actual events or facts of a particular
topic.

To voice your opinion, please go

to www.freepressnewspapers .com, -
> Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-
4256. Please state the town in which
you are calling from or in regards to.
If mailing comments please direct
them to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway,
Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water
St., Wilmington, IL 60481.
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Ruby (Rolando) Green
of Wilmington will celebrate
her 90th birthday with an
open house from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, April 8.

The open house
planned by her family will
be held at the First United
Methodist Church, 401 E.
Kahler Rd., Wilmington.

Green was born on
April 9, 1927 in Verona, IL.

She and her late hus-
band, Clifford Green, have
two sons, Jim (Debbie) of
Wilmington and Ron (Jan)
of rural Kankakee; five
grandchildren; and nine
great-grandchildren.

Ruby has been a mem-
ber of the First United
Methodist Church in
Wilmington for 70 years. She
enjoys doing volunteer
work, spending time with
family and playing cards
with friends.

All family and friends
are invited to the open
house. Bring a photo, a story
or a memory to share.

Green to 
celebrate
90th birthday

RUBY GREEN

There will be a free
screening of the new Public
Broadcast Service (PBS)
episode of Travels with
Darley from 3 to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, April 1, at the Mar
Theatre, 121 S. Main
St.,Wilmington.

The episode, Route 66 &
Midewin, will feature
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie and other sights and
landmarks along this stretch
of old historic Route 66.

Participants will have
the opportunity to ask ques-
tions of local people
involved in the production.
The moderator will be
Midewin archaeologist Joe
Wheeler.

Respond to Midewin_
RSVP@fs.fed to attend.

Free
screening
of new PBS
episode at
the Mar

Quincy University has
released its dean's list for
the fall 2016 semester.
Honorees must earn a
semester grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5 on a 4.0
scale to be included in the
biannual dean's list. In total,
353 students received the
honor during the fall 2016
semester. 

Local students making
the list are Taylor
McCollough of Coal City
and Tessa Fairbairn of
Elwood.

Quincy dean’s
list announced

WILMINGTON RESIDENT Steve Flynn spotted an albino Red
Tail Hawk last week in eastern Grundy County. He said the
bird is very cautios and it was difficult to get close enough for
a photo, but he took some quick shots to share before the bird
flew away. He used a Cannon SX40 with a 40X optical zoom,
extended to its maximum setting. If you’d like to share a shot
of your favorite person, pet, place  or event, submit it to the
Free Press Newspapers, 111 S. Water St., Wilmington or 271
S. Broadway St., Coal City. Be sure to tell us you’re sending a
“Share a shot” photo and include where, when and how the
photo was taken, including what type of camera. Submissions
can also be sent as an attached jpeg file emailed to
news@fpnusa.com.

The Gardner Lions Club
will serve breakfast on
Sunday, Spril 9  from 7 to
noon at the Gardner
American Legion Hall.

Breakfast will consist of
pancakes, french toast, eggs,
sausage or bacon, biscuits
and gravy, toast, coffee,
juice and milk. Cost is $7 for
adults and $3 for children 5-
10. Children under five are
free.

Funds raised will bene-
fit the Gardner Grade
SWchool eighth grade class,
visually and hearing
impaired and any other
community project funded
by the Gardner Lions Club. 

A donation of canned
goods for the local food
pantry would be appreciat-
ed. The club also accepts
donations of eye glasses,
hearing aids and cell
phones. 

Lions to serve
breakfast 
April 9



ABUNDANT LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP

23632 W. Hwy. 113
Wilmington, IL
815-458-6530

Pastor Greg Linkous
alfwilmington.com

• Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship, children’s
church and nursery
available

• Tue.: Home
church (Bible study)

• Wed.: 6 to 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting at the
church; 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
men’s Bible study at the
church

• Fri.: 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., ladies’ Bible study
every other Friday at the
church

• Sat.: 8 to 10 a.m.,
men’s prayer breakfast
on the second Saturday
of each month

• Potluck fellow-
ship dinner is held on
the first Sunday of each
month following wor-
ship.
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SOUTH WILMINGTON 
UNITED

METHODIST
225 Rice Street • 815-

426-6169
Pastor Dennis

Brooks
Sunday worship -

8:30 a.m.
• Holy communion

served on first Sunday of
each month and special
occasions.

CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE
303 S. Kankakee
Wilmington, IL

476-HOPE
Rev. Bill Luttrell
wfcnaz@aol.com

Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,
Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship; 3 p.m.,
Hands of Praise puppet
team practice; 6 p.m.,
service

Mon.: 7 p.m., video
exercise class in fellow-
ship hall

Wed.: 7 p.m., fel-
lowship, outreach min-
istry teams, teen Bible
studies

Thu.: 7 p.m., video
exercise class in fellow-
ship hall

Sat.: 8 a.m., Men’s
prayer at the church and
breakfast at Chick-A-
Dee.

• Call 476-HOPE
for prayer if you or
someone you know is
hospitalized.

• Those who need a
ride to Sunday school
and church should call
or e-mail the church.

FAITH BAPTIST
CHURCH

3950 N. Goose Lake
Rd.

Morris, IL
(Corner of Pine

Bluff, Lorenzo and
Goose Lake roads)

942-0675
Pastor Caleb
Counterman
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Sunday school; 10:30
a.m., worship service,
children’s service; 6 p.m.,
worship

Wed.: 7 p.m.,
prayer meeting

PHELAN ACRES
BIBLE CHURCH

26009 Willow Lane
Phelan Acres

Wilmington, IL
476-7818

Pastor Rodney L.
Chappell

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday School;  11 a.m.
morning worship; 6
p.m., evening service 

Wed.: 7 p.m., adult
Bible study and prayer;
children’s Bible clubs

MAIN STREET  BAPTIST CHURCH
110 S. Division St. • Braidwood, IL

Pastor Justin Kinder
msbbraidwood.com

Sun.: 9:45 a.m., Sunday school; 11 a.m. and 6
p.m., worship

Wed.: 6 p.m., prayer meeting
• Office hours are Wedneday and Friday, 9 a.m.

to noon.
• Awana and youth will meet at 6 p.m. on

Wednesdays.

CHURCH OF HOPE
Monroe & Jefferson
Streets; Gardner, IL

Pastor Jan Chandler;
237-8312

Sun.: 9 a.m.
Sunday school; 10:15
a.m., worship

Wed.: 8:30 a.m.,
Pastor’s prayer and lec-
tionary study group

Thu.: 8:30 a.m.,
church prayer group

NEW COMMUNITY
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH
705 E. Washington St

Morris, IL
Pastor Kevin Yandell
Children’s Director

Patsy Phillips
815-942-4255
Sunday worship: 9

and 10:45 a.m.
• Nursery and chil-

dren’s programs offered

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

West River Road
Wilmington, IL
815-476-4060
Tue.: 7:30 p.m.,

Midweek meeting,
Christian Life and
Ministry

Sun.: 10 a.m., Bible
topic: Discourse on
Bible Topic

All interested per-
sons welcome, no col-
lections taken.

ISLAND CITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

120 Vine Street
Wilmington, IL

Pastor Jeff Logsdon
476-9750

Sun.: 8:30 a.m. and
11 a.m. to noon, wor-
ship service, nursery
provided; 9:45 to 10:45
a.m., Sunday school
classes for all ages

Wed.: 6 to 7:30
p.m., Adult Bible study
and prayer meeting
year-round; 

• Kindergarten
through twelfth grade
students meet from 6 to
7:30 p.m. for Bible study
during the school year.

PARK STREET
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
United Church

of Christ
806 Park Street

Mazon, IL
815-448-5514

Pastor Tyler Carrell
★★★

Sun.: 9 a.m., wor-
ship; 10:30 a.m., Sunday
school

Wed.: 6 p.m., Bible
study

CHURCH OF
CHRIST

1440 Sunset Dr.
P.O. Box 202

Wilmington, IL
815-476-2616
Britton Roth

815-476-7659
Steve Gibson
815-634-4396

www.wilmingtoncoc.com
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

Bible classes; 10:35 a.m.,
worship; 5 p.m., after-
noon worship

Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible
study

WILMINGTON
CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Sunset Dr. •

Wilmington, IL
60481
Pastor 

Raymond H. Jones
Home: 815-237-2158

Sun.: 10 a.m.,
Sunday school; 11 a.m.,
worship service

Wed.: 6:30 p.m.,
Bible study

ST. PATRICK
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

14936 W. Peotone Rd.
Wilton Center, IL

478-3440
Father Roger

Kutzner
Pastor

Rev. Mr. Milt Leppert
Permanent Deacon

Mass schedule: 9
a.m., Monday through
Friday; 5:30 p.m.,
Saturday; 9 a.m., Sunday

• Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is on
Fridays from 9:30 to 11
a.m.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
106 S. Lincoln Street

Braidwood, IL
Pastor Dale Tolly
Church: 815-458-

6317
Pastor: 815-922-2212
www.firstpresbraid-

wood.org
Sun.: 10 a.m., wor-

ship

ESSEX UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
114 W. Waverly Street

Sun: 9 a.m., chil-
dren’s Sunday school;
9:30 a.m., adult Bible
study; 10:30 a.m., wor-
ship

• Holy
Communion is served
on the first Sunday of
each month and on spe-
cial occasions.

CHRISTIAN FAITH
CENTER

1800 S. Water St.
Wilmington, IL
815-388-8628

Pastor Jeff A. Urban
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

Family worship with
classes for children
ages newborn to 11-
years-old

Wed.: 7 to 8 p.m.,
Family worship with
classes for all ages

UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH
309 E. Jefferson St.

Gardner, IL
Pastor Jana Howson

815-237-2227
Sun.: 10 a.m., worship, word and sacrament
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every

Wednesday at 8 p.m.
• Join in on the third Thursday of each month

for bingo and a bake sale from 4 to 6 p.m. at the
Gardner American Legion Hall.

TURNING POINTE
APOSTOLIC 

CENTRE
85 S. Broadway;

Suite C • Coal City, IL
Pastor Ida M. Nelson

815-342-0652
Sun.: 10 a.m.,

worship
Tue.: 7 p.m., wor-

ship

WILMINGTON
PENTECOSTAL

CHURCH
32111 S. Rt. 53 •

Wilmington
815-365-2318

PASTOR DOROTHY
WALDRON

Sun.: 6 p.m., serv-
ice

IGNITE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

301 S. Broadway •
Coal City, IL

Ignitechristianchurc
h.org

Sun.: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

The non-denomi-
national church offers
children’s church and
weekly men’s and
women’s Bible study.
Visit the church on
Facebook.

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

1414 W. Dupont Ave.
Morris, IL

815-579-8308
Sun.:  10 a.m.,

service

ROSE OF SHARON
MINISTRY

29 Aqueduct •
Diamond, IL

Rev. Jan Quiet  •
815- 228-9585

Sun.: 2 p.m., serv-
ice

• Gospel Sing is on
the second Saturday of
each month at 5 p.m.

• Christian Singles
meets at 6 p.m. on the
third Friday of each
month.

• A healing service
is held on the fourth
Saturday of each month
at 6 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
110 S. School St. • Braidwood, IL

Rev. Show Reddy Allam
Rectory: 458-2125

Reconciliation: 4:45 to 5:15 p.m., Saturday
Weekend Mass: 5:30 p.m., Saturday; 7:30 and 11

a.m., Sunday; 9:15 a.m., Sunday at St. Lawrence
O’Toole in Essex

• The Adoration Chapel in Fr. White Hall is open
24/7, but unlocked daily from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A code
is available for those visiting the chapel before or
after hours. Everyone is welcome.  If you would like
to make a commitment, or access the code, call Bill
Scheer at 815-458-6800.

RIVER OF LIFE
LUTHERAN

CHURCH LCMS
24901 S. Sage St. •

Channahon, IL
Pastor Hans Fiene

815-467-6401
Sun: 9 a.m., wor-

ship; 10:15 a.m., Sunday
school and Bible study

BURNING HEARTS
BIBLE CHURCH

Custer Park
Township Hall

35332 Grant Ave. •
Custer Park, IL

Pastor Dan Ahlenius
779-205-8606

Sun: 10:30 a.m.,
worship

ST. LAWRENCE
CHURCH

P.O. Box 190
So. Wilmington, IL

815-237-2230
Masses: 4 p.m.,

Saturday; 10 a.m.,
Sunday; 7:30 a.m.,
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday

Reconciliation: 3
to 3:45 p.m., Saturday or
by appointment

• CCD classes are
held on Sunday morn-
ings from 8:30 to 9:40
a.m., at the South
Wilmington Grade
School. Call the rectory
for more information.

UNIVERSALIST 
UNITARIAN 

CHURCH OF JOLIET
2505 Washington St.

Joliet, IL
Rev. Emily Gage

722-0836
Sun.: 9 a.m., adult

gather, child care; 10:30
a.m., worship and
church school.

JOLIET JEWISH CONGREGATION
250 N. Midland Ave. • Joliet, IL

815-741-4600
Rabbi  Charles Rubovits

www.jolietjewishcongregation.org
Fri.: 7 p.m., service
Sat.: 9 a.m., service
• Religious school for pre-kindergarten through

eighth grade features Hebrew and Bar/Bat Mitzvah
training. Call the synagogue to register.

• All life cycle events and Jewish holidays cele-
brated. Social programs include congregational
Shabbat dinners, Seders, folk dancing, bagel and lox
brunches, book clubs, adult education classes and
other special events.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
301 N. Kankakee St.

Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9025
The Rev. Winn Alley
http://1st-presbyte

rian-church.net
Sun.: 9:30 a.m.,

adult Sunday school,
“The Bible from
Stratch”; 10:30 a.m.,
worship service with
communion; 11:30 a.m.,
fellowship

Mon.: Bible study -
the Book of Matthew

RITCHEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Route 102 • Wilmington, IL

815-476-6166
Sun.: 10:30 a.m., worship service
• Communion with Pastor Brent Phillips is on

the first Sunday of each month.
• A fellowship dinner is held on the first Sunday

of each month following the service.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

4470 E. Rt. 113
P.O. Box 39

Coal City, IL
Pastor

David Gilleland
815-634-2654 

www.fbccoalcity.com
Wed.: 7 p.m., adult

Bible study and activi-
ties for children and
youth

Sun.: 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday school for all
ages; 11 a.m., Sunday
worship

COAL CITY UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
6805 E. McArdle Rd.

815-634-8670
The Reverend

Bradley D.
Shumaker

www.coalcityum.org
Wed.: 9 a.m.,

women’s Bible study;

10:30 a.m., Alcoholics

Anonymous in the com-

munity building

Sat.: 6 p.m.,

Narcotics Anonymous

in the community build-

ing

Sun.: 8 and 10:30

a.m., worship service; 9

a.m., Sunday school for

all ages; 8 p.m.,

Alcoholics Anonymous

the community building

Mon.: 6:15 p.m.,

women’s Alcoholics

Anonymous in the com-

munity building 6:30

p.m., evening Bible

study

Tue.: 7 p.m., Al-

Anon in the community

building

• The last Halleljah

soup supper of the sea-

son will be on Saturday,

April 1, from 4 to 7 p.m.

The soups will be chick-

en noodle amd stuffed

green pepper.

Living Stones
Community Church
25124 S. Fryer St. •

Channahon, IL
815-325-8476
• Pastor Joe

Popischill invited bikers
and people of faith to
church on Sundays at
10:30 a.m.

• Fellowship and
Bible study follows.

• Blessings of bikes
coming soon.

NEW HOPE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

80 N. Garfield St.
Coal City, IL

815-634-8332
newhopepresbychurch@gmail.com

The Rev. Mark Hughey
Sun.: 9 to 10:15 a.m., Sunday school - play

rehearsal; 10:30 a.m., worship service with commun-
ion, child care available; noon to 5 p.m., hall usage

Mon.: 10:45 a.m., Meals on Wheels; 1 p.m., Bible
study

Tue.: Office closed - election polling place
• Office hours are Monday through Friday, from

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Easter schedule: April 9 - 10:30 a.m., Palm

Sunday; April 13 - 7 p.m., Maundy Thursday foot
washing; April 14 - 7 p.m., Good Friday; April 16 -
10:30 a.m., Easter

• A ham and bean dinner and basket raffle will
be held on Saturday, April 8, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

• New members will meet with elders at 10 a.m.,
on Sunday, April 9, before being received at the 10:30
a.m. worship. Coffee fellowship will follow.

• Bible study will be held on Monday, April 3
and 10, at 1 p.m.

• Committee Night will be at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 5.

• The next Session meeting will be at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 19.

• An open prayer gathering will be held on the
first Wednesday of each month, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Group prayer will be at 5:30 p.m. followed by refresh-
ments. Everyone is invited.

• St. Vincent’s Table has temporarily moved to
Immaculate Conception Church. To volunteer to
cook, set-up, do dishes or clean-up, sign-up on the
sheet on the tri-fold. Desserts can be dropped off by
4 p.m. at the New Hope kitchen each Monday. Use
disposable containers or wrap in plastic individually.
For more information call 815-370-7817 or email
Cathy Milne at cathymilne@ymail.com.

• Sign-up for the food pantry and Meals on
Wheels at least a week in advance on the tri-fold.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1824 Church St., Wilmington, IL

Dallas Henry, Lead Minister
Zach Griepenstroh, Student & Arts Minister

815-476-6734
www.fccwilmington.org

Sun.: 8:30 and 10 a.m., worship service and
children’s worship; 10 a.m., Bible classes for adults;
preschool through fifth grade children are invited to
join Kid’s Cove to discover God’s word with singing
and Bible stories during each worship service; a
nursery is provided for all Sunday morning activities

• Collision for sixth through twelfth grades meet
each Sunday from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

• Men’s and women’s Bible study meet on every
Monday at 7 p.m.

• Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) meetings are
on the first and third Thursday of each month at 9
a.m. at the church.

• Celebrate Recovery meets at the church each
Thursday at 7 p.m.

• Family groups meet each week in Wilmington
and Coal City. Call the church for times and loca-
tions.

• The Deep Roots after-school program pro-
vides care for kindergarten through sixth grade stu-
dents on school days from 2:30 to 6 p.m. There are
still openings for the 2016-2017 school year. Call the
church office for information.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wilmington, IL

Rev. Steve Bondi
School Principal: Linda Bland

Rectory 476-7491; School 476-6220; Religious
Education 476-6220; Kuzma Cottage 476-2030,
Hours: 9-11 a.m., Mon.-Fri.

Schedule
Daily Mass 8 a.m. on Mon., Wed. and Fri.;

Saturday Vigil at 4:30 p.m.; and Sundays at 7 and 11
a.m.

Wed.: No REP
Thu.: 10 a.m., Legion of Mary in the St. Rose

Church meeting room
Fri.: 2 p.m., Stations of the Cross
Sat.: Bishop Conlon visit
Sun.: Catholic Education Assistance collection;

Bishop Conlon visit
• Mass is celebrated on Saturday evening at 4:30

p.m. Sunday Mass is at 7 and 11 a.m. Weekday
Masses are on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8
a.m. During school months the Wednesday morning
Mass begins at 8:10 a.m. Communion services, pend-
ing volunteers, are on Tuesday and Thursdays at 8
a.m. Any prearranged Mass intentions for Tuesdays
and Thursdays have been rescheduled for either the
Monday, Wednesday or Friday Mass as close to the
original date as possible.

• The St. Rose Council of Catholic Women will
meet on Monday, April 3, at 7 p.m., in the St. Rose
School gymnasium.

• Stations of the Cross will be held on Fridays
during Lent at 2 p.m. with the exception of Living
Stations which will be on Friday, April 7, at 1:30 p.m.

• The St. Rose Athletics will prepare Easter bas-
kets for Kuzma Cottage. Sponsor one or more baskets
with a $5 donation for each. Envelopes are available
at the church entrances and may be returned to the
school office, with a St. Rose student or dropped in
the collection basket.

• The St. Rose Council of Catholic Women’s
annual card, bunco and game party is set for Sunday,
May 7, at noon, in the St. Rose School gymnasium. 

• Mass with prayers for healing is on the first
Friday of each month at 7 p.m. Call the parish to ver-
ify the Mass will be celebrated. Everyone is invited.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
& Grace Lutheran Preschool

907 Luther Dr. • Wilmington, IL
Office: 815-476-9480

Reverend Zak Wagner
Preschool Director Mary Kay Hays

office@gracewilm.org
pastor@gracewilm.org

Wed.: 6:15 to 7 p.m., Simple Supper hosted by
the confirmation group; 7 p.m., Lenten worship serv-
ice followed by choir practice

Fri.: 9 a.m., Friday Crew
Sat.: 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers
Sun.: 9 a.m., worship with communion; 10 a.m.,

coffee time, Godly Play Sunday School; 6 p.m., senior
high youth meeting

Mon.: 11 a.m., Bible study; 7 p.m., Alcoholics
Anonymous

• Beginning Sunday, April 23, worship service
will begin at 9:30 a.m.

• Grace Lutheran Preschool is accepting 2017-
2018 registrations. For more information visit
www.gracewilm.org, or call the church office.

• A Simple Supper will be held each Wednesday
in March from 6:15 to 7 p.m. followed by Lenten wor-
ship at 7 p.m.

• Maundy Thursday service will be held on
Thursday, April 13, at 7 p.m.

• Good Friday service will be held on April 14, at
7 p.m.

• Confirmation students will serve Easter break-
fast on Sunday, April 16, from 7:30 to 8:45 a.m. The
Festival worship service with Holy Communion will
follow at 9 a.m.

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

195 S. Kankakee St. • Coal City, IL
815-634-4171

Reverend Robert Noesen
stmaryassumptionparish.org

Monday and Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. communion serv-
ice

Due to church renovation, Sunday Mass will be cel-
ebrated in Berst Hall. Weekday rosary, Mass and com-
munion services will be celebrated in a temporary
chapel at the south end of the religious education build-
ing. Mass on the first Tuesday of the month, Saint
Peregrine Devotions and first Saturday 8:30 a.m. Mass
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be
held in Berst hall.

• Tuesday - 6:30 p.m. Mass; Wednesday through
Friday - 8:30 a.m. Mass; Saturday - 4 p.m. Mass; Sunday -
8 and 10:30 a.m. Mass; first Saturday of the month - 8:30
a.m. Mass and the sacrament of anointing of the sick

• Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturday from 3:20
to 3:45 p.m.; Sunday before the 10:30 a.m. Mass; and
Wednesday before the 8:30 a.m. Mass

• Daily rosary - 8 a.m. in the church
• Devotional prayers Novena to Our Lord and His

mother, Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Wednesday, follow-
ing the 8:30 a.m. Mass

• Devotional prayers Novena to Our Lord and His
servant, Saint Peregrine, patron saint of those who suffer
with cancer or any incurable disease or condition,
Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament - first
Tuesday of the month following the 6:30 p.m. Mass

• St. Vincent DePaul Monday evening dinners for
the needy are held in Berst Hall. For the parish food and
household pantry call 815-634-4171.

• Mother of the Eucharist Perpetual Adoration
Chapel is located across from the church at 195 S.
Kankakee St. The chapel is a place of silent prayer in the
presence of Jesus Christ, truly present in the Eucharist.
The Eucharist is solemnly exposed for adoration 24
hours a day, seven days a week. It is a place of silent and
reverent prayer. Everyone is encouraged to stop in any-
time, make regular visits, and sign-up for a specific hour
of adoration each week.

Holy Week
• April 8, Vigil of Palm Sunday: confessions after 4

p.m. Mass
• April 9, Palm Sunday: confessions after 10:30 a.m.

Mass
• April 12, Wednesday of Holy Week: confessions

after 8:30 a.m. Mass and the last until Divine Mercy
Sunday

• April 13, Thursday of Holy Week: 2 p.m., offices
close; 7 p.m., Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• April 14, Good Friday: 3 p.m., Passion of the Lord
with Veneration and Holy Communion; 7 p.m., Stations
of the Cross and Veneration of the Cross

• April 15, Holy Saturday: noon, Blessing of Easter
foods and baskets outside Berst Hall; 8 p.m., Mass of the
Resurrection

• April 16, Easter Sunday: 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m.
Masses

BRACEVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

106 W. Gould Street • P.O. Box 46
Braceville, IL

Pastor Bennett A. Woods
815-237-8512

bumclighthouse@yahoo.com
Wed.: 6 p.m., Ash Wednesday service
Sun.: 9:30 a.m., worship, first Sunday with Holy

Communion
• United Methodist People meet on the second

Tuesday of each month, time and location to be
determined

• Women’s Bible study is held on Tuesdays at 10
a.m.

• Exercise with Patty, Tuesday and Thursday, 9
a.m.

• Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are on
Friday at 8 p.m.

• Children’s after school programs JAM
Junction, and Jesus and Me, for kindergarten through
fourth graders; and EDGE for preteens, are held on
Wednesday from after school until 4:30 p.m. STATIC
youth group Standing Together As Teens in Christ, for
seventh through twelfth grades, is held on
Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. Snacks are provided.
There will be no JAM, EDGE or STATIC on March 29.

• A Dayspring Native American service, includ-
ing drumline, will be held on Sunday, April 23,, at
9:40 a.m. Everyone is invited.

Easter
Sunday, April 9: 9:30 a.m., Palm Sunday service
Thursday, April 13: 7 p.m., Maundy Thursday

service
Friday, April 14: 10 a.m., Good Friday

Crosswalk; 11 a.m., Good Friday service
Sunday, April 16: 8 a.m., Easter breakfast, 9

a.m.; Easter egg hunt; 9:40 a.m., Easter service

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
401 E. Kahler Rd. • Wilmington, IL

Pastor Tom Kingery
815-476-5474

web page: www.fumcwilm.com
Wed.: 6 p.m., Genesis 1-6; 7 p.m., choir practice,

Alcoholics Anonymous
Thu.: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Women, Infants and

Children hours; 6 p.m., Christian fellowship potluck
Sat.: 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., Sunday school for adults; 9:30

a.m., worship service; 5 to 7:30 p.m., youth group
pizza and movie night

Mon.: 9 a.m. to noon, preschool; 6 p.m.,
Sermon on the Mount; 6:30 p.m., 4-H

Tue.: 6 p.m., Phillippians; 7 p.m., Praise Ringers
• Preschool information can be found in the

church office or website.
• Our Caring Closet, at 205 N. First St. in

Wilmington, is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each
Tuesday and Thursday.

• The church offers youth group, Men’s Club,
women’s groups, Christian fellowship dinners, and
mission and community outreach opportunities.

Coal City United Methodist Church,
6805 E. McArdle Road, will host its last
Hallelujah soup supper of the season on
Saturday, April 1, from 4 to 7 p.m.

The meal will include a choice of home-
made chicken noodle and stuffed green
pepper soup, a sandwich, crackers, a bever-
age, ice cream and dessert.

The cost will be $8 for adults and chil-
dren 13 and older; $4 for children ages 6 to
12; and $2 for children ages 3 to 5. Children
2 and under will eat free.

Carry-outs will be available. All pro-
ceeds will go to the church’s building fund.
Tickets will be sold at the door.

Soup supper set for April 1

The St. Rose CCW will meet on Monday,
April 3, at 7 p.m., in the St. Rose School gym-
nasium, 626 S. Kankakee St., Wilmington.
The upcoming card party will be the main
topic of discussion.

Also on the agenda will be the approval
of revised Article IV of the By Laws as well as
a review of the remaining articles.

Members will be making more prayer
cloth packets and should remember to
bring their scissors.

Hostesses for the meeting will be
Connie Bragiel, Char Jones and JoAnn
Morrison.

Those who need a ride should call one
of the officers to make arrangements.
Officers are Laura 630-302-2681; Arlene 815-
476-2376; and Pat 815-476-6199.

CCW to meet April 3

NEW LIFE CHURCH
A United Pentecostal Church

495 E. First St. • Coal City, IL 60416
Pastor Larry Garcia,

815-634-4133
Sun.: 10 a.m., Sunday school and worship
Wed.: 7 p.m., Bible school
Thu.: 7 p.m., addiction support group

Braidwood’s Immaculate Conception
Church has partnered with Ignite Christian
Church and Coal City’s First Baptist Church,
New Hope Presbyterian Church and
Assumption Church in operating St. Vincent
Table.

Free hot, nutritious dinners will be
served to those in need or hungry every
Monday, April 3 through June 26, from 5 to 6
p.m.

The weekly event will be held in Fr.
White Hall at Immaculate Conception
Church, 110 S. School St., Braidwood.

Serving dinner
to those in need
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WILMINGTON—Matthew J.
Czemske, 74, of Wilmington and for-
merly of Berwyn and Forest View,
passed away Saturday, March 25,
2017 at the Parc of Joliet.

Born Aug. 21, 1942 in Oak
Park, IL, Matthew James was a son
of Matthew W. and Anne
(Kratochvil) Czemske. He was
raised in Chicago before moving to
Berwyn, where he graduated from
Morton West High School with the class
of 1960. Matt worked as a butcher, and later
went on to serve as a firefighter and assis-
tant chief of Forest View Fire Department.
Most recently he held employment as a
machinist until his retirement. Matt was a
fan of the Chicago Cubs and the Chicago
Bears. He was a member of South
Wilmington Sportsman’s Club for over 50
years and will be remembered for his love of
the outdoors.

Survivors include his three children:
Jeffrey (Madonna) Czemske, Christine
Czemske and Michael Czemske (fiancé

Marcela Collazo); two grandchildren,
Bryan Czemske and Kelsey
Czemske; one sister, Madelynn
Williams; nieces and nephews:
Scott, Kathy, Steve and Lynn, and
several cousins.

Matt was preceded in death
by his parents and one sister,

Eileen Roubal.
The family will receive friends

for a visitation on Thursday, March 30,
2017 from 2 p.m. until time of funeral

service at 7 p.m. at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington.
Cremation rites will be accorded following
the services and inurnment will be private.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Matt’s
memorial page by logging onto
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Funeral services and cremation
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home in Wilmington.

Matthew J. Czemske

MORRIS—Madeline Griffith, 86,
of Morris, passed away Wednesday,
March 22, 2017 at Park Pointe
Healthcare & Rehabilitation in
Morris.

Born May 3, 1930 in Big
Mound Township, IL, Mary
Madeline was a daughter of George
and Etta P. (Kingston) Isaacs. She
was raised in McLeansboro, and on
Oct. 30, 1947, Madeline married
Robert J. Griffith in Morganfield, KY. She
worked for the Grocer's Retail Union, retir-
ing after 28 years of service. Madeline loved
her church, and was an active and involved
member of the First Baptist Church of
Morris. She will be remembered for her love
of people, as well as gardening and flowers.
Madeline cherished her grandchildren.

Survivors include her husband of 69
years, Robert; three children: Mike (Pam)
Griffith of Ocala, FL and Bobbi (Harry)
Harrington and Becky (Steve) Grieff, both of
Morris; six grandchildren: Derek Harrington
of Chicago, Adam (Jenny) Harrington of
Coal City, Leah (Gary) Vaughn and Sara
Grieff, both of Morris; Marta Peterson of
Ocala, FL and Monica (Roman) Hudon of

Winnipeg, Canada and eight great
grandchildren: Kayla Harrington,
Paige Downing, Lindsey Downing,
Addison Harrington, Tori
Harrington, Jake Hudon, Easton
Hudon and Dillon Hudon.

Madeline was preceded in
death by her parents.

The family will receive friends
at theFuneral services were held

Saturday, March 2, 2017 at First
Baptist Church of Morris. Pastor Steve

Larson officiated, and burial was in
Evergreen Cemetery, Morris.

Pallbearers were: Harry Harrington,
Derek Harrington, Adam Harrington, Steve
Grieff, Gary Vaughn and Roman Hudon.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Madeline’s memory to the First
Baptist Church of Morris or to American
Cancer Society.

Friends may sign the online guestbook,
upload photographs or share Madeline's
memorial page by logging
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements
were made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Morris.

Madeline Griffith

FORT WORTH, TX—Vivian
Hannum, 80, of Fort Worth, TX and
a former resident of Coal City and
Wilmington, passed away Sunday,
March 19, 2017.

Born May 25, 1936 in Chicago,
Vivian Sophie was the daughter of
Mike and Elsie (Cihak) Macaluso.
She was raised and educated in Coal
City and graduated with the Coal City
High School class of 1954. On May 5,
1956 Vivian married, Jack Hannum in Coal
City, and her employment entailed working
with the Federal Government in Joliet from
1954 to 1959 and in Ft. Leonard Wood from
1959-1960. Vivian and her family relocated
to Donahue, IA in 1973, and she later gained
employment with Iowa East Central Train
from 1985 to 1992. It was in 1992 that Vivian
returned to the Wilmington area, until retir-
ing to Ft. Worth, TX in 2001.

Vivian's many interests included cook-
ing and collecting cookbooks. She also
enjoyed playing the organ, board games and
cards, especially Yahtzee. Her most treas-
ured times were spent with her four grand-
children and her grand-dog, Daisy.

Survivors include her two daughters,
Teri Potter (Mark Carter) of Bedford, TX and
Jenny (Keith) Hays of Fort Worth, TX; four

grandchildren: Hayley (Austin)
McIntire, Taylor Hays and Grace
Hays all of Fort Worth, TX and
Cameron Potter of Bedford, TX;
two sisters-in-law, Phyllis
Haldorson of Wilmington and Fran
Hannum of Arizona; two nieces,

Mary Jo Morgan and Tracey
Brownlee, both of Wilmington; one

nephew, Mickey Hannum of North
Carolina and numerous cousins, as well

as her dear friend since grade school,
Lavonne "Bonnie" Lockwood.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, husband, Jack Hannum; two brothers-
in-law, John Haldorson and Mike Hannum
and one nephew, Mark Haldorson.

Per Vivian's wishes cremation rites were
accorded.

Graveside services will be held at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery in Wilmington at a later
date.

Family and friend may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Vivian's
memorial page on social media by logging
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington. 

Vivian Hannum

GARDNER—Ruth Housman, 92,
of Gardner, passed away Thursday,
March 23, 2017 at Heritage Health
in Dwight.

Born March 11, 1925 in
Morris, Ruth was a daughter of
Ralph and Florence (Brooks)
Stevens. She was raised and edu-
cated in Gardner and in 1947 mar-
ried Andrew Housman. Together
they started a family which was Ruth's
world. She enjoyed watching her soap
operas on ABC, cooking for the whole fami-
ly and opening her home to anyone in need.
Ruth was Ma, grandma and aunt to every-
one that knew her.

Survivors include 13 children: Margaret
(Ron) Wendel, Raymond Housman, Donald
Housman, David (Jan) Housman, Patricia
(Ray) Sox, William Housman, Penelope
Runyon, Nathan (Kay) Housman, Richard
Housman, Hope (Tony) Wilson, Karen
(John) Wilson, George (Angie) Housman
and Rhonda Housman; numerous grand-

children, great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren; one sis-
ter, Gloria Olson and several nieces
and nephews.

Ruth was preceded in death
by her parents, husband, Andrew;
three sons: Ralph, Ronald and
Warren Housman; one daughter,

Marilyn Housman; one grandson,
Eric Wendel; two daughters-in-law,

Donna and Linda Housman; two
brothers, Lyle and Russell Stevens and

one sister, Margaret Marigold.
Per Ruth's wishes, cremation rites were

accorded, and inurnment will be in
Braceville-Gardner Cemetery at a later date.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Ruth’s memorial page by logging onto
www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd., 203
Liberty Street in Gardner.

Ruth Housman

B R A I D W O O D —
Stephen Joseph Hudziak,
74, of Braidwood, IL,
passed away Friday,

March 24, 2017 at Heritage Health
in Dwight, IL surrounded by fami-
ly and friends.  

Born Jan. 12, 1943 in Chicago,
IL, he was the son of Frank and
Lottie (nee Cichy) Hudziak. Steve
was a veteran of the United States
Army, serving during Vietman. He was a
member of the Immaculate Conception
Church in Braidwood and the Loyal Order of
the Moose Lodge #241 in Wilmington, IL,
was an avid sports fan and enjoyed restoring
muscle cars.  

He is survived by two daughters, Rachel
(Nate) Hassett of Braidwood and Julie Logan
of Peel, AR; one son, Adam (Brandi) Hudziak
of Streator, IL; four grandchildren: Stephen
Hassett, Lakyn Hudziak, Kylie (Mike) Putrich
and Zoe Hudziak; one great-grandson,
Rydin Hudziak and his first great-grand-
daughter expected in August, one sister,

Linnea (Thomas) Buban and many
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by
his parents.

Funeral services were held
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at the
R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes,
Ltd. & Crematory, Braidwood

Chapel to the Immaculate
Conception Church in Braidwood

for Mass of Christian Burial. Rev. Show
Reddy Allam officiated. Interment with

military honors was in Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery in Elwood, IL.

Memorial gifts in his name may be
directed to the Dwight Heritage Health
Activity fund.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log onto www.rwpatter-
sonfuneralhomes.com or find their
Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral
Homes.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in
charge of arrangements.

Stephen J. Hudziak

COAL CITY—Joseph
H. Kasher, 87, of Coal City,
passed away Sunday,
March 26, 2017 at his

home.
Born July 2, 1929 in Coal City,

Joseph Henry was a son of  Harry
and Mary (Hazer) Kasher. He was
raised in Coal City and graduated
with the Coal City High School class
of 1947. On Jan. 19, 1952, Joseph mar-
ried Jessie Bertino in Assumption
Catholic Church, and together they made
their home and raised their family in Coal
City. Joe proudly served in the United States
Army from 1955 to 1957, and was honorably
discharged following his duty in the reserves
in April of 1963. He was employed by the
Joliet Army Ammunition Plant, from where
he retired, and also farmed in the Braidwood
area most all of his life.

Joe was a 'Jack of all trades' who truly
enjoyed working. He loved farming, and also
took great pleasure in vegetable gardening
and woodworking. He will be remembered
as a true family man, who cherished the
memories made, while spending time with
his grandchildren.

Survivors include his loving wife of 65
years, Jessie; four children: Diane (John)
D'Arcy of Coal City, Karen (John) Maher of
New Orleans, LA; Linda (Joel) Micetich of
Coal City and Jeff (Chris) Kasher of
Diamond; 10 grandchildren: Jennifer
(Randy) Ness and John (Gwen) D'Arcy, both
of Goose Lake; Ryan (Nicole) D'Arcy of
Manhattan Beach, CA; Laura Maher, Jessie
Maher and Mary Maher, all of New Orleans
and Jack Micetich, Joe Micetich, Nick
Micetich and Sean Micetich, all of Coal City;
seven great-grandchildren: Nolan, D'Arcy,

Dillon and Collin Ness and Penny,
Hazel and John D'Arcy; one brother-
in-law, John Kulaga of Plainfield
and one sister-in-law, Virginia
Faletti of Buckingham, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews.

Joe was preceded in death by
his parents, one brother, Thomas

Kasher and two sisters: Lucille
Kulaga and Mary Eminger.

The family will receive friends for
a visitation Thursday, March 30, 2017

between the hours of 2 and 8 p.m. at Reeves
Funeral Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block
north of Illinois Route 113 in Coal City.
Funeral services will follow Friday, March
31, 2017 at 10 a.m. in the Assumption Parish
Berst Center, 150 S. Kankakee St. in Coal
City. A Mass of Christian Burial will be cele-
brated with Reverend Robert Noesen presid-
ing.

Burial with military honors will be in
Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery in
Braidwood.

Pallbearers will be: John D'Arcy, Ryan
D'Arcy, Randy Ness, Joe Micetich, Nick
Micetich and Sean Micetich.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Joe's memory to Assumption
Catholic Church Building Campaign, 195 S.
Kankakee St., Coal City, IL 60416 or to Joliet
Area Community Hospice, 250 Water Stone
Circle, Joliet, IL 60431.

Family and friends may sign the guest
book, upload photographs or share Joe's
memorial page online by logging onto
www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal
City. 

Joseph H. Kasher

W I L M I N G T O N —
Keith E. Lockwood, 93, of
Wilmington, IL, passed
away Friday, March 24,

2017 at the Illinois Veteran's Home
in Manteno, IL.  

Born Jan. 24, 1924 in
Monrovia, CA, he was the son of
Earl and Mary (nee Baker)
Lockwood. Keith was a Veteran of
the United States Army Air Force,
serving during WWII.  He was a member
of the First Presbyterian Church in
Wilmington, IL.  Keith owned and operated
Lockwood Auto in Wilmington, IL for many
years. He enjoyed golfing, fishing and
coaching little league.  

He is survived by his wife of 67 years,
Lila (nee Mullins) of Wilmington; two sons,
Todd (Ruth) Lockwood and Steve
Lockwood, both of Wilmington; daughter,
Denise (Marc) Price of Reading, PA; six
grandchildren: Shane Price, Joseph Price,
Matthew (Laura) Price, Blake Price, Brett
(Tiffany) Lockwood and Drew Lockwood
and seven great-grandchildren.

Preceding him in death were his par-

ents, one brother, Donald Lockwood;
two sisters, Marcella Fulton and
Marianna Gunning and one grand-
daughter, Leigh Ann Lockwood.

Visitation will be at the R.W.
Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. &
Crematory, Braidwood Chapel,
Friday, March 31, from 4-7 p.m.

with services at 7 p.m.  Rev. Win
Alley will officiate. Cremation rites

will be accorded following services.
Inurnment with military honors will be

in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood, IL, Monday, April 3, 2017 at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in his
name may be directed to the First
Presbyterian Church in Wilmington.

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log onto www.rwpatter-
sonfuneralhomes.com or find their
Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral
Homes.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St, Braidwood is in
charge of arrangements.

Keith E. Lockwood

WILMINGTON—Marlene M.
Martinez,  85, of Wilmington, for-
merly of Joliet, passed away peace-
fully Wednesday, March 22, 2017 at
Silver Cross Hospital with family at
her side. 

Marlene enjoyed fishing in
Wisconsin and taking pontoon
rides on Lake Castlerock, gambling
at Ho-Chunk Casino, cooking for
anyone and everyone, visiting and
gossiping with the family and fussing
over her grandchildren, to name a few.
Marlene was a faithful and spiritual person,
a loving mother, grandmother, sister, aunt
and friend who will be missed. 

She is survived by her children, Ron
Martinez of Manhattan and Mary (Frank)
Studer of Wilmington; grandchildren:
Shannon and Mackenzee Martinez, Nicole
Stroud, Jimmy and Ben Studer and Morgan
Martinez; great-grandchildren: Dante and
Damien Godina, Allyson Martinez and

Lainey and Hayden Stroud; sisters,
Fran Moody and Eleanor
Rousonelos; brother-in-law,
Raymond Martinez and numerous
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband of 62 years, Oliver
"Babe" Martinez; her son, Kenneth

A. Martinez; grandson, Ryan James
Martinez and her faithful canine

companion, Buddy.  
Funeral services for Marlene will be

Saturday, April 8, 2017, 12 p.m. at Forsythe
Gould Funeral Home, 507S. State St.,
Manhattan. Visitation will be from 10 a.m.
until the time of service. 

Private inurnment will be at Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery at a later date. 

Forsythe Gould Funeral Home is in
Manhattan is in charge of arrangements. For
more information go to www.forsythe-
gouldfh.com.

Marlene M. Martinez

WILMINGTON—Peggy L. Souders, 84,
of Wilmington, passed away Wednesday,
March 22, 2017 at her home.

Born April 26, 1932 in Deland, IL, Peggy
Lou was a daughter of William and Ethel
Maden. She was raised and educated in
Deland, and on July 23, 1949 she married
Leon Souders in Deland. Together, Peggy
and Leon made their home in Wilmington,
where she attended 1st Baptist Church. She
enjoyed spending her time outdoors, and
took pleasure in feeding the birds and plant-
ing flowers. Peggy was a wonderful mother
and homemaker whose family was her high-
est priority and greatest joy.

Survivors include her four children:
Vicki (Todd) Martin of Phoenix, AZ; Patty
(Jay) Loisel of Gilbert, AZ; Jim (Barb)
Souders of Joliet and Sandi (Mike) Nugent of
Wilmington; seven grandchildren: Michelle
(Manny) Cuellar of Kansas City, MO; Greg
(Stefanie) Martin and Lindsay (Joe) Doucett,
both of Phoenix, AZ; Brittany (Kyle)
Bohannon of Scottsdale, AZ; Samantha
Henson of Kemp, TX; Courtney Souders of

Joliet and Tiffany Nugent of Wilmington;
four great-grandchildren: Kenadie and
Quinn Bohannon of Scottsdale, AZ; Henry
Doucett of Phoenix, AZ and Cadence
Henson of Kemp, TX; one sister:, Sally Jo
(Bill) Gillespie; one brother-in-law, Ronald
Eades; several cousins, including Cheri
(Bob) Dransfeldt and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Peggy was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband, Leon; two sisters:
Patsy (Gail) Kingsboro and Suzie Eades and
one brother, Bill (Louie) Maden.

Per Peggy’s wishes, cremation rites were
accorded and private family services were
held. Burial will be in Deland Cemetery at a
later date.

Family and friends may sign the online
guest book, upload photographs, or share
Peggy’s memorial page by logging onto
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Cremation services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E.
Kahler Rd. in Wilmington.

Peggy L. Souders

COAL CITY—Lorraine M. Ursitti (nee
Onderisin), 87, of Coal City passed away
Sunday, March 26, 2017 at her residence.

Lorraine was born in Joliet, IL. to
Andrew and Anna Biros Onderisin and
moved to the Goose Lake area in 1977. She
was a member of Assumption Catholic
Church in Coal City for many years and
served the church on such committees as
The Marthas and the Food Pantry. She also
enjoyed working on the Bingo staff for
Goose Lake Association.

Lorraine enjoyed living near the water
with her family and participating in outdoor
activities such as swimming, fishing, boat-
ing, ice skating and gardening. She also
loved to visit the casinos and vacationing in
Wisconsin. Lorraine was a huge Chicago
Cubs Fan and was able to see them win the
World Series Championship in 2016. She
also enjoyed collecting various pieces of
Chicago Cubs memorabilia.

She is survived by her husband of 68
years, George Ursitti and her children: Sally

Ann (Richard) Bulicek and Suann (Richard)
Querio, both of Gooselake and Dennis (Kim)
Ursitti of Arizona. She is also survived by her
brothers, Robert (Margaret) Onderisin of
Goose Lake and Richard (Susie) Onderisin
as well as many nieces and nephews.

Lorraine was preceded in death by her
parents, her brothers, William Onderisin
and Bernard Onderisin, her beloved sister
and brother-in-law, Marianne (Onderisin)
and John Taroli and two nieces, Theresa
Taroli Ebersol and Kathleen Ursitti.

Funeral services will be Thursday,
March 30, 2017 at 10 a.m. at Ferrari Funeral
Chapel, corner of Spring Road and Ferrari
Drive with Father Robert Noesen officiating.
Burial will be private at Resurrection
Cemetery in Romeoville. Visitation will be
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 from 3-8 p.m.  at
Ferrari Funeral Services. 

Friends and Family can sign the online
guestbook at www.ferrarifuneral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services is in charge of
arrangements.

Lorraine M. Ursitti



Wednesday, March 29
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., AARP sponsored free tax aid, Fossil

Ridge Public Library, 386 W. Kennedy Rd., Braidwood
• 10:30 a.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City United

Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Wednesday
• 1 p.m., Wreath laying tribute to Vietnam veterans,

Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery, 20953 W. Hoff Rd.,
Elwood

• 6 to 7:40 p.m., Awana Club, Main Street Baptist
Church, 110 S. Division St., Braidwood, each Wednesday

• 7 p.m., Learn to Quilt, Wilmington Lions Hall, 708 E.
River St., each Wednesday

Thursday, March 30
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Tuesday and Thursday
• 9:30 a.m. to noon and 1 to 1:30 p.m., Mobile Workshop

Center, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each
Thursday

Friday, March 31
• 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Rummage sale, Braceville United

Methodist Church, 106 W. Gould St.
• 4 to 7 p.m., Lenten fish fry, Immaculate Conception

Church’s Fr. White Hall, 110 S. School St., each Friday of
Lenten

Saturday, April 1
• 8 a.m. to noon, Rummage sale, Braceville United

Methodist Church, 106 W. Gould St.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Water Street Market, downtown

Wilmington, first Saturday of each month
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Craft show, Moose Family Center,

32050 W. River Rd., Wilmington
• 9:30 a.m., Weight Watchers, Grace Lutheran Church,

907 Luther Dr., Wilmington, each Saturday

• 11:30 a.m., Easter egg hunt, Main Street Baptist
Church, 110 S. Division St., Braidwood

• Noon to 3 p.m., Braidwood Area Historical Society
museum open, 111 N. Center St., each Saturday through
April

• Noon to 3 p.m., Wilmington Historical Society muse-
um open, 114 N. Main St.

• 3 to 5 p.m., PBS screening of new Travels with Darley
episode featuring Route 66 and Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie, The Mar Theatre, 121 S. Main St., Wilmington

• 4 to 7 p.m., Hallelujah soup supper, Coal City United
Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd.

• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every
Saturday

Sunday, April 2
• 8 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City United

Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Sunday
Monday, April 3

• 3 p.m., St. Rose CCW meeting, St. Rose School, 626 S.
Kankakee St., Wilmington

• 5 to 6 p.m., St. Vincent’s Table, Fr. White Hall,
Immaculate Conception Church, 110 S. School St.,
Braidwood, dinner for those in need or hungry each
Monday through June 26

• 6:15 p.m., Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous, Coal City
United Methodist Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., every
Monday

• 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, Grace Lutheran
Church, 907 Luther Dr., Wilmington, each Monday

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., Wilmington Boy Scout Troop 440,
Wilmington Lions Club, 805 River St., each Monday

• 7 p.m., Coal City Planning and Zoning Board meeting,
Coal City Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway, first and third
Monday of each month

Tuesday, April 4
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Our Caring Closet, 205 N. First St.,

Wilmington, each Tuesday and Thursday
• Noon, Wilmington Rotary Club meeting, Mikki’s

Diner, Winchester Green Shopping Center, each Tuesday
• 12:15 to 3:30 p.m., Bridge Buddies, Wilmington Public

Library, 201 S. Kankakee St., each Tuesday
• 5:15 p.m., TOPS 2264, Main Street Baptist Church,

Main and Division streets, Braidwood, each Tuesday
• 6 p.m., Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Immaculate

Conception Church, Fr. White Hall, 110 S. School St.,
Braidwood, every Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Al-Anon, Coal City United Methodist Church,
6805 E. McArdle Rd., every Tuesday

• 7 p.m., Wilmington City Council meeting, Wilmington
City Hall, 1165 S. Water St., first and third Tuesday of each
month

Wednesday, April 5
• 7:30 a.m., TOPS IL 1024, Island City Baptist Church,

120 Vine St., Wilmington, weigh-in followed by meeting
each Wednesday

Friday, April 7
• 6:30 p.m., WE-PTO movie and karaoke, Wilmington

Middle School, 715 S. Joliet St.
Saturday, April 8

• 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., Ham and bean dinner, and raffle,
New Hope Presbyterian Church, 80 N. Garfield St., Coal City

Monday, April 10
• 4:30 p.m., Braidwood Area Healthy Community

Coalition meeting, Braidwood Fire Department, 275 W.
Main St.

• 6:30 p.m., Wilmington High School Athletic Boosters
meeting, Wilmington Middle School all-purpose room, 715
S. Joliet St.

• 6:30 p.m., Wilmington Coalition for a Healthy
Community meeting, Wilmington Public Library, 201 S.
Kankakee St., second Monday of each month

• 7 p.m., Coal City Music Boosters meeting, Coal City
Middle School, 500 S. Carbon Hill Rd., second Monday of
each month

Tuesday, April 11
• 6 p.m., Diamond Village Board meeting, Diamond

Village Hall, 1750 E. Division St., second Tuesday of each
month

• 6:30 p.m., Coal City Public Library Board of Trustees
meeting, Coal City Public Library, 85 N. Garfield St., second
Tuesday of each month

• 7 p.m., Braidwood City
Council meeting, Braidwood
City Hall, 141 W. Main St.,
second and fourth Tuesday of
each month

• 7 to 8:30 p.m., National
Alliance on Mental Illness
support group meeting,
Morris Hospital, second
Tuesday of each month

Wednesday, April 12
• 7 p.m., Coal City Village

Board meeting, Coal City
Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway,
second and fourth
Wednesday of each month

CUSTER PARK—Joanne G.
Kapala (nee Gawlik), 79, of Custer
Park, IL, passed away peacefully,
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at her
home.  

Born Nov. 18, 1937 in Chicago,
IL, she was the daughter of Joseph
and Sophie Gawlik.  

Surviving are her husband,
Sylvester Kapala, whom she married
Feb. 11, 1956 in Chicago; one son
and daughter-in-law, Kevin and
Laura Kapala of Lombard, IL; two
grandchildren, Alex and Erin; sister, Cathy Lozano of
California and two brothers, George Gawlik and Leonard
Gawlik, both of California.  

Cremation rites were accorded. A Memorial Mass will
be at the Immaculate Conception Church, Monday, April 3,
2017 at 10 a.m. Rev. Show Reddy Allam will officiate.
Inurnment will follow in Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood, IL.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in her name may be
directed to Joliet Area Community Hospice. 

For more information and to visit her online guest-
book, log onto www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or find
their Facebook page at R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Homes, Ltd. & Crematory, 401 E.
Main St., Braidwood is in charge of arrangements.
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Community calendar of events
To submit your event here, visit www.freepressnewspapers.com Joanne G. Kapala

CARBON HILL—Robert Novy,
80, of Carbon Hill passed away on
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at his
home.

Visitation will be Saturday
April 1, 2017 at Reeves Funeral
Home, 75 N. Broadway, one block
north of IL Route 113 in Coal City
between the hours of 3 and 7 p.m.
Funeral services will be Sunday,
April 2, 2017 in the funeral home
at 1 p.m., with the Reverend Dr.
Roy Backus officiating. Burial will
follow the funeral in Bohemian
National Cemetery, Braidwood.

Family and friends may sign
the online guest book, upload
photographs, or view Bob’s full obituary by logging onto
www.Reeves Funeral.com.

Funeral services and arrangements are being made
under the direction and care of Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd.
in Coal City

Robert Novy

A craft show will be held
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, April 1, at the
Moose Family Center, 32050
W. River Rd., Wilmington.

Lunch will be available.
The event will be open to
the public.

Craft show
on April 1

GLENDALE HEIGHTS —
Melinda “Mindi” Smith Dabels,
41, of Glendale Heights, and for-
merly of Wilmington, passed
away Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at
Central DuPage Hospital follow-
ing an extended illness.

Mindi is the daughter of
Stanley and Mary Smith of
Wilmington, the wife of Damon
Dabels, mother of Jack Dabels
and the sister of Erin (Dan)
Moran.

Funeral services and
arrangements are pending at this
time under the direction and care of Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Road in Wilmington.

Family and friends may sign the guest book, upload
photographs or share Mindi's memorial page by logging
onto: www.BaskervilleFuneral.com

A complete obituary with service details will follow as
information becomes available.

Melinda “Mindi” Smith Dabels



Over the weekend,
Congressman Adam
Kinzinger (R-Channahon)
announced his office will
now be accepting submis-
sions for the 2017
Congressional Art
Competition. 

The winning artist will
be awarded free round-trip
airfare with one
parent/guardian for a recep-
tion in Washington, DC.
Their artwork will then go on
display in the halls of the
United States Capitol for a
full year. The deadline this
year is April 28, 2017. 

The competition is
open to high school students
only. Exceptions may be
made for schools that have
7th through 12th grades on
one campus.

Artwork must be two-
dimensional and cannot
weigh more than 15 lbs.
Each piece can be no larger
than 26” x 26” x 4” including
the frame. If your artwork is
selected as the winning
piece, it will be required to
be framed and must adhere
to the size guidelines.

Accepted media for art-
work are as follows: paint-
ings: oil, acrylics, watercolor,
etc.; drawings: pastels, col-
ored pencil, pencil, char-
coal, etc.; collage, prints:
lithographs, silkscreen,
block prints; mixed media,
computer-generated art,
photography.

Each entry must be
original in concept, design,
and execution and may not
violate any US copyright

laws. Any entry that has
been copied from an exist-
ing photo other than the stu-
dent's own, painting, graph-
ic, advertisement or any
other work produced by
another person is a violation
of the competition rules and
will not be accepted. 

Artwork is due
Kinzinger’s Ottawa District
Office by Friday, April 28,
2017 at 5 p.m.

Artwork will hang in the
Capitol for the entire year of
the exhibition and cannot be
returned to the students ear-
lier. Students should, there-
fore, submit artwork they
will not need for other pur-
poses.

Artwork must adhere to
the policy of the House
Office Building
Commission. In accordance
with this policy, exhibits
depicting subjects of con-
temporary political contro-
versy or a sensationalistic or
gruesome nature are not
allowed.

For more information
go to www.house.gov/con-
ten/educate/art competi-
tion.
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BY TONYA MICHALEC
SPECIAL TO THE FREE PRESS
NEWSPAPERS

In the soda business
there’s one inventor who did
it first. You might think it was
Coca-Cola or Pepsi. But it
was Charles Alderton, a
young pharmacist from
Texas, who invented the leg-
endary “King of Beverages” -
Dr. Pepper.

The White Glove was
reminded of that after find-
ing an empty Dr Pepper bot-
tle discovered at Gallery
1700, in Crest Hill. The 10-
ounce bottle, minus original
cap, is made of clear glass
and is priced at $4.

The secret concoction
that became Dr. Pepper was
made in the early 1880s by
Alderton while playing
around with fruit syrups and
carbonated water behind
the counter of Morrison’s
Old Corner Drug Store.
There, the pharmacist spent
his days filling prescriptions
for many of the 7,200 resi-
dents of Waco. In his leisure,
he toyed with creating new
kinds of sparkling beverages
for them to enjoy while they
waited at his counter for
their scripts to be filled.

Alderton loved every-
thing there was about work-
ing at the pharmacy, includ-
ing the fruity aroma from
fruit syrups and ice cream
toppings kept behind the
counter. And because of this,
he set out to create the first
soft drink.

After many attempts, he
came up with a lengthy
recipe that both he and his
boss, pharmacist Wade
Morrison, liked very much.
Morrison encouraged
Alderton to start serving it at
his fountain counter. It did
not take the locals long
before they gave the fruity,
yet spicy, drink its first name,
which they asked for like
this: Charles, shoot me a
“Waco.”

Word spread about the
tasty new drink and soon
other pharmacies in town
was buying Alderton’s
“Waco” syrup. But eventual-
ly the demand became more
than what the two pharma-
cists could supply and it
became time to do some-
thing about it.

Alderton, a humble
pharmacist at heart, chose
to leave behind the stress
and let his boss run with the
new direction the drink was
taking. To help him further
its success, Morrison hired a
young beverage chemist

named Robert S. Lazenby.
Together the men

became so impressed with
the growth of the popular
drink that in 1891 they
formed a new firm they
called the Artesian
Manufacturing & Bottling
Company. It was later
renamed Dr. Pepper
Company, and in 1923
Lazenby and his son-in-law
J.B. O’Hara moved opera-
tions to Dallas.

The original recipe is
still a secret owned by the Dr.
Pepper Snapple Group. What
is known is that it is com-
piled from 23 flavors. Some
of the flavors include:
Almond, blackberry, black
licorice, carrot, clove, cherry,
caramel, cola, ginger,
juniper, lemon, molasses,
nutmeg, orange, prune,
plum, pepper, root beer,
rum, raspberry, tomato and
vanilla.

Of those 23 possibilities,
only one has ever been pub-
licly denounced by Dr.
Pepper. According to a 2010
NBC Universal Media article
by Kevin Cokely, senior vice
president for research and
development at Dr. Pepper
Snapple in Plano, Dave
Thomas, said that the only
secret he is willing to reveal
about the  recipe is that
prunes are not one of the 23
flavors in Dr. Pepper.

According to the Dr.
Pepper Museum, there are at
least one dozen different
stories as to how the drink
became officially named Dr.
Pepper. 

According to
drpepper.com, the name has
nothing to do with the bev-
erage’s unique flavor or the
man who invented it. Rather,
the name was chosen by
Morrison as a tip of the hat
toward the father of a young
girl he was once smitten
with.

Whether or not this
doffing of respect was done
to win back the family’s
affections is unknown. Still,
the name has turned into a
marketing dream for the
company over the last 132
years.

From 1910 to 1914, Dr.
Pepper was served up as the
“King of Beverages.” Next,
the brand came up with its
first trademarked character
to get the message across to
patrons. “Old Doc” was the
name of the monocle and
top hat wearing doctor used
by Dr. Pepper throughout
the 1920s and 1930s. And it
was through medicinal
research conducted during

the first of those decades
that the longest running slo-
gan used by Dr Pepper.

It is this mantra that
partially gives away when
the soft drink bottle shown
above may have been first
filled. Along with the iconic
red and white label, the
advertisement of numerals
10, 2 and 4 were the face of
the company for over three
decades.

According to
Metropolitan News writer
Roger M. Grace, the jingle
evolved from a metabolism
study conducted by Dr.
Walter Eddy at Columbia
University. His study found
that a natural energy drop
occurs in the body around
10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m. and
4:30 p.m. This could be
avoided, he also found, if
people have something to
eat or drink at 10, 2 and 4.

When they were
released, America’s first bev-
erage company had its
advertising agency jump on
board with the doctor’s
results. Hence the birth of
the brand’s longest lasting
catch phrase: “Drink a bite to
eat at 10, 2 and 4.”

The 10, 2 and 4 slogan
was used by the company
until the 50s, when the
brand’s image was refreshed
in two major ways. One, by
the slogan “the friendly
Pepper-Upper”, and the

other by the dropping of the
period.

The period in Dr. was let
go as part of a redesign of the
corporate logo, and because
of this and the numerical
slogan, it is safe to assume
that the one found by The
White Glove was first filled in
the 1950s. This makes it
roughly 60-odd years old.

The company has con-
tinued freshening up its
motto over the decades with:
“The most misunderstood
soft drink”, “the most origi-
nal soft drink ever in the
whole wide world”, “Be a
Pepper” and “Be You.” Today
it is “There’s just more to it”,
which is about the 23 fruit
flavors that give the drink
such a unique taste.

When it comes to value,
there is more rise in what
1950s Dr Pepper bottles can
be worth than the many
number of years they’ve
been around. In regards to
empty bottles like the one
above, they tend to range
from $5 to $30, depending
on condition. But the real
dollars are in the unopened,
nearly mint ones. For those,
one can expect to pay any-
where from $100 to $200 per
bottle.

Contact writer Tonya
Michalec at
tmichalec@fpnusa.com.

Is that old soda bottle really worth anything?

Courtesy photo

THE WHITE GLOVE holds a vintage bottle of America's oldest
soft drink. The Dr. Pepper brand debuted in 1885, one year
before Coca-Cola was introduced.

Kinzinger announces
2017  Art Competition
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Dear Savvy Senior, I
would like to get my 82-year-
old mother, who lives alone, a
home medical alert system
with a panic button that she
can push in case she falls or
needs help. Can you recom-
mend some good options to
help me choose?

Overwhelmed Daughter

Dear Overwhelmed,
A good medical alert

system is an affordable and
effective tool that can help
keep your mother safe, but
with all the choices available
today choosing one can be
quite confusing. Here are

some tips that can help.
How They Work

Medical alert systems,
which have been around for
about 40 years, are popular
products for elderly seniors
who live alone. Leased for
about $1 a day, these basic
systems provide a wearable
help button - usually in the

form of a neck pendant or
wristband - and a base sta-
tion that connects to the
home phone line, or to a cel-
lular network if no landline
is present.

At the press of a button,
your mom could call and
talk to a trained operator
through the system's base
station receiver, which works
like a powerful speaker-
phone. The operator will
find out what's wrong, and
will notify family members, a
friend, neighbor or emer-
gency services as needed.

In addition to the basic
home systems, many com-
panies today (for an addi-
tional fee) are also offering
motion sensitive pendants
that can detect a fall and
automatically call for help if
your mom is unable to push
the button. And mobile
medical alerts that work
when your mom is away
from home. Mobile alerts
work like cell phones with
GPS tracking capabilities.
They allow your mom to talk
and listen to the operator
directly through the pendant
button, and because of the
GPS, her general location
would be known in order for
help to be sent.

What to Consider
When shopping for a

home medical alert system,
here are some things to look
for to help you choose a
quality system:

• Extra help
buttons: Most companies
offer waterproof neck pen-
dant and wristband help
buttons, but some also offer

wall-mounted buttons that
can be placed near the floor
in high fall risk areas like the
bathroom or kitchen, in case
your mom isn't wearing her
pendant.

• Range: The base sta-
tion should have a range of
at least 400 feet so it can be
activated from anywhere on
your mom's property - even
in the yard.

• Backup: Make sure the
system has a battery backup
in case of a power failure.

• Monitoring: Make sure
the response center is staffed
with trained emergency
operators located in the U.S.,
are available on a 24-hour
basis, and responds to calls
promptly.

• Contacts: Choose a
company that provides mul-
tiple contact choices - from
emergency services, to a
friend or family member
who lives nearby - that they
can contact if your mom
needs help.

• Certification: Find out
if the monitoring center has
been certified by

Underwriters Laboratories, a
nonprofit safety and con-
sulting company.

Top rated companies
While there are dozens

of companies that offer
medical alert systems, here
are some top options that
offer both home and mobile
alerts: Bay Alarm Medical
(fees start at $30 per month
for a home landline
system, bayalarmmedical.co
m, 877-522-9633); Life
Station ($30/month, lifesta-
tion.com, 800-554-4600);
Medical Alert
($33/month, medicalalert.c
om, 800-800-2537);
M o b i l e H e l p
($30/month, mobilehelp-
now.com, 800-992-0616);
and Phillips Lifeline
($30/month plus a $50 acti-
vation fee, lifelinesys.com,
855-681-5351).

Most of these compa-
nies offer discounts if you
pay three to 12 months in
advance.

For mobile medical
alerts only, you should also
see GreatCall's Lively Mobile
and Wearable (these cost $50
plus a $20 to $35 monthly
service fee, greatcall.com,
866-359-5606) and
Consumer Cellular's Ally
($150 plus $25 per
month, consumercellular.co
m, 888-345-5509).

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior, P.O.
Box 5443, Norman, OK
73070, or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a contribu-
tor to the NBC Today show
and author of “The Savvy
Senior” book.

How to pick the right medical alert system

SAVVY SENIOR

Jim Miller
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I've been going to
Statehouse committee
hearings longer than I care
to remember - something
like 27 years. Last week,
however, was the first time
I can ever recall having to
fight back tears during a
hearing.

The House
Appropriations - General
Services Committee heard
testimony last week from
Kenea Williams, a state
employee who works at the
Murray Developmental
Center in Centralia. She
has 15-month-old twins
named Kobe and Kade.
They were born premature
and Kobe has something
called broncho pulmonary
displasia. His little lungs
are scarred and he requires
supplemental oxygen just
to live.

Long story short, the
company that supplied the
oxygen tanks for Kobe
dropped out of the state's
group health insurance
system because the state
isn't paying its bills during
our long governmental
impasse, and they wanted
their equipment back. Ms.
Williams testified last week
that Reps. John Cavaletto,
R-Salem, and Charles
Meier, R-Okawville, helped
convince the company to
continue supplying oxygen
equipment to Kobe until
this July.

But for whatever rea-
son, company execs
changed their minds and
they sent some employees
to retrieve the equipment
in January. When a fright-

ened Williams
refused to
answer her
door, the
e m p l o y e e s
a p p a r e n t l y
called the local
county sheriff.
Two sheriff's
d e p u t i e s
arrived, lis-
tened to the
desperate mom
tearfully plead
her case and
t h a n k f u l l y
decided not to intervene.
Ms. Williams has since
found a new supplier for a
home oxygen system.

So, think about this for
a second. The state is
deducting health insur-
ance premiums out of Ms.
Williams' paychecks twice
a month without fail. But
there is no state appropria-
tion for group health insur-
ance in this fiscal year's
horribly inadequate stop-
gap budget, so lots of state
vendors aren't getting
paid. The bill payment
cycle for some of these
insurance plans is current-
ly about two years, so
providers, like the compa-
ny which supplied the oxy-
gen tanks for Kobe, are
understandably dropping
out.

I'm told that the
Illinois Department of
Central Management
Services played a very big
role in finding another oxy-
gen tank supplier for that
little baby, who was also at
the hearing last week with
an oxygen tank and a tube

taped under his
little nose.
Many kudos to
everyone who
helped keep
that child alive,
including those
s h e r i f f ’ s
deputies.

But, peo-
ple, c'mon.
This story,
while it cur-
rently has a
happy ending,
is just so

beyond the pale.
If a private sector com-

pany withheld insurance
payments from workers
and didn't pay the money
it owed to the insurance
provider, the state would
clamp down super hard on
that employer. But Illinois
doesn't even bother paying
its end, and, in fact, the
state hasn't fully funded
that insurance program in
years.

This is basically fraud.
Others testified at the

committee last week that
some dentists are demand-
ing payment up front from
state employees. So, the
patients are paying for
insurance, but they can’t
get treatment unless they
pay in advance and then,
presumably sometime
down the road, the insur-
ance company will reim-
burse them once the com-
panies get paid by the
state. A lobbyist for the
Illinois State Dental
Society recently told legis-
lators that the state owes
9,000 dentists a total of

$174 million.
Let’s just hope heart

and cancer surgeons don’t
start making patients pay
in advance.

Legislators are basical-
ly doing the same thing to
the worker health insur-
ance fund that they used to
do to the pension funds.
They promise good bene-
fits at a very reasonable
cost to the employee, but
then don’t provide nearly
enough state funding
needed to make the pay-
outs.

Only, with the health-
care fund, it’s worse. The
pension funds have always
had enough cushion in
them to forestall an imme-
diate meltdown. They
could pay retirees without
any money from the state
for a while.

But the health insur-
ance fund has a $3.5 billion
negative balance. And that
deficit will only continue to
grow because the only
money currently going into
the fund is from state
employee payroll deduc-
tions.

"I pay my premiums,"
Ms. Williams told the
House committee last
week. "I do my part. Now I
feel like the state needs to
do their part. They need to
pay their bills."

So, how about the gov-
ernor and the General
Assembly get a real budget
deal done before we, as a
state, collectively kill a
supposedly fully insured
baby? Is that really all that
much to ask?

Get a real budget, before you kill the baby
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Braidwood: Small, 
ground level, 1 BR 
apartment for rent. 
Completely remodeled 
and quiet.  Landlord 
pays all utilities - heat, 
electric, water/garbage, 
$675.  References re-
quired, no pets, No 
smoking.  815-476-
2219  or 815-278-5846.  

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Coal City, newer 2 BR, 
1 BA, eat in kitchen, 
gas heat, CA, laundry 
facility, pet friendly, am-
ple parking, close to 
schools and park, $780 
to $805/mo., 
815-634-4244. See pic-
tures at 
www.apm4rent.com. ch 
48b-tfn

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Coal City: beautiful, 
newer large 1 BR, A/C, 
appliances, $625 to 
$650/mo. 815-744-
1708. 

Newly rehabbed apt in 
Coal City, 1 BR, $495 
mo., no pets, 1 yr 
lease, call 
773-927-9459. cc 

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Diamond, 2BR, 1BA, 
appliances furnished, 
move in ready, off 
street parking, reason-
able utilities, refer-
ences and deposit re-
quired, no pets, call 
815-634-8677. ca 

Mazon-2BR, off street 
parking, appliances in-
cluded, $675/mo., 
815-685-5105. cc 
13a-16b

AUTOS

1990 Cadillac 
Brougham, good con-
dition, garage kept, 
runs great, everything 
works, 137,000 miles, 
asking $3,000. Call 
815-634-2492. ca 
12b-14a

1980 Cadillac Eldo-
rado diesel, tan 
leather seats, air ride 
suspension, climate 
control, 156,000 miles, 
$2,500 OBO, call or 
text (815) 600-1074. 
ca45a-tfn

1963 Chevrolet Cor-
vette Split Window 
Coupe, original 340hp 
motor, 4 speed, 
$15,700.  Contact 
ham125726@gmail.co
m or 224-212-9061. 
cc11a-13b

BOATS

1975 17ft Mark Twain 
188hp, inboard out-
board Mercury outdrive, 
Ford 302.  Text for 
more info 
815-955-8210.

1987 Sylvan, 16 ft., 
tiller, $2,000 OBO, call 
815-405-5498. cc 
11a-14b

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Independent Contractor 
needed to deliver the 
Daily Journal in Wil-
mington, Braidwood & 
Gardner.  If interested 
call Larry at 
815-937-5137.  

CHILD CARE
PROVIDERS

Child care available, 
reading & tutoring, all 
ages, flexible hours and 
reasonable rates, near 
Custer Park Elementary 
call 815-458-0046. cc 
11b-14a

DUPLEX FOR RENT

3 Bedroom Duplex
ranch style, only 2 
units per building. 
1/2 mile from I-55 (Dia-
mond). Attached ga-
rage, large backyard. 
oak cabinets, concrete 
drive, w/d hook-up. 
All maintenance in-
cluded. Available June 
1, $945 per month plus 
sewer and water. No 
smoking or pets & year 
lease. Call 
815-634-2755. 10a-15b

Braidwood: beautiful 
1BR or 2 BR, 1 BA con-
dos, C/A, appliances & 
patio, $725 to 
$950/mo., 815-744-
1708. 

FOR FREE

Free  for  the  hauling, 
horse manure, Wilming-
ton area, call 
815-931-0098. fr 
12b-16a

GARAGE SALE

260 3rd Ave., South 
Wilmington:  Fri, March 
31st, Sat., April 1st, 
Fri., April 7th, & Sat., 
April 8th, 8am-2pm. 
Along with South Wil-
mington all town sales, 
lots of tools & misc. For 
more info 
815-507-6616.  

501 E.  Kankakee River 
Drive, Fri., March 31, 
8am-3pm and Sat., 
April 1, 9am-1pm, din-
ing room table and 
chairs, air compressor, 
grill, Bowflex, crafting, 
clothes and more. ca 
13a-b

649 S. Outer Dr., Wil-
mington, Fri-Sun, 
March 31st, April 1st & 
2nd; 9am-5pm; some-
thing for everyone. 
cc13a-13b

GARAGE SALE

Braceville United Meth-
odist Church will be 
holding an indoor rum-
mage sale Friday, 
March 31st from 8am to 
3pm and Saturday, 
April 1st from 8am to 
noon, 106 W. Goold 
Street, Braceville.  For 
more information call 
815-237-8512.  cc12a-
13b

Braidwood-550 N. 
School St., Fri. & Sat., 
March 31 & April 1 and 
April 7 & 8. 9am-5pm. 
Camper, microwave, 
china sets, TV, outdoor 
grill, tools, full size bed 
set, paintball gun, 
household misc. & 
Christmas items. 
ch13a-14b

HELP WANTED

2 positions custodial/ 
maintenance for imme-
diate start: Approxi-
mately 25-30 hours 
per week. M-F. after-
noon-evenings. 40 
hours per week during 
summer day shift. No 
Benefits. Physical 
/Background check re-
quired. Daily cleaning/ 
maintenance of class-
rooms/building. Knowl-
edge of HVAC, plumb-
ing, electric, boiler sys-
tems a plus. Submit 
letter of application & 
references to M. Per-
rott, Superintendent, 
GSW High School, 
500 E, Main St,, Gard-
ner, IL 60424. ch 
12b-14a

Anticipated Position:
Assistant  Pantherette
-Spirit Line Coach.
Start Date for the
2017-2018 school
year/ASAP to begin
planning. Open until
filled. Send letter of
application outlining
qualifications specific
to dance/cheer/poms
and references. Attn:
Christopher Gibson,
GSW Athletic Dir.,
GSW High School,
500 E. Main St, Gard-
ner, IL. 60424
ch 12b-14a

HELP WANTED

CNA/patient  care  as-
sistant. PT for in-home
care. Requirements in-
clude at least six
months experience,
valid drivers license,
clean background and
driving record. Flexible 
schedule. Submit re-
sume or apply at www.
absolutehomecareplus.
com or call
779-429-5000. cc
10a-13b

Coal City Area Club is 
now taking applica-
tions for summer help. 
Maintenance, grass
cutters & afternoon
gate guard. Must have 
driver's license. Apply
at office, 345 S. Broad-
way, Coal City. ca
11b-14a

Elwood Raceway
Pizza Drivers, Cooks
and Kitchen help
needed, responsible
and reliable,  days,
nights and weekends.
Full-time and/or part-
time. Apply within 109 
E. Gardner St., Elwood. 
cc12b-16a

GCA at Braidwood Ex-
elon is hiring temp po-
sitions for custodial. 
Pay is $14.50/hr for 40 
hours with opportuni-
ties for over time. All 
shifts available. Must 
pass criminal back-
ground check, drug/al-
cohol screening and 
site specific training. 
Call 815-417-2768 or 
815-417-2293 for in-
terview.  cc13a-14b

Local business is look-
ing to hire delivery driv-
ers. Must have CDL-A 
Hiring for both box de-
livery vans and Tractor 
Trailer semi's. All local
runs and home every
night.  Please call to
schedule an interview. 
815-287-2236. ch 
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HELP WANTED

McDonalds:  Mainte-
nance and Crew posi-
tions available at Coal 
City (2 S Broadway) & 
Braidwood (285 N 
Front St) locations. 
Shift varies from 4a.m. 
-11p.m., 7 days/week. 
Stop in for applicatons 
or open interviews. 
cc11b-15a

Need experienced 
flower gardener to give 
TLC to my beds this 
season. Lawn cutting 
and care also a real 
plus. 815-476-9787. cc 
10b-14a

Needed: experienced 
CDL-A driver for 
MORNING, local mail 
delivery, extensive 
background check, O.L. 
Thompson Transport 
Svc. Inc., call 
815-726-2569. cc 
8a-15b

Offering CNA classes, 
days, evenings and 
weekends. CNA In-
structors needed, 
Home health nurses 
needed.  Call for class 
dates, 630-771-1162. 
cc 5a-16b

Part  time fryer/cook, 
apply at Nelly’s, 140 
Bridge St., Wilmington. 
ca 12b-16a

Servers and delivery 
drivers needed at La 
Piazza, 435 W. Divi-
sion, Coal City. Apply 
in person. ca 11a-14b

The Village of Elwood 
is accepting applica-
tions for Public Works 
Seasonal Laborers, and 
available positions are 
part time. Applicants 
must have a valid Illi-
nois drivers license, be 
18 years of age or older 
and have the ability to 
lift fifty pounds. Candi-
dates should be moti-
vated self-starters who 
take direction well and 
efficiently complete 
tasks as instructed. Du-
ties include: mowing 
grass, general land-
scaping, maintenance 
of village facilities and 
other related tasks 
within the public works 
department. The public 
works department oper-
ates Monday through 
Friday from 6:30am to 
3pm. Seasonal employ-
ment typically runs April 
through August.  Appli-
cations can be picked 
up Monday through Fri-
day at the Village Hall 
between the hours of 
8:30am and 5pm, and 
can also be found on 
the village's website. 
For more information, 
contact Larry Lohmar at 
8 1 5 - 4 2 4 - 1 0 7 7 .  
ch12a-13b

Wanted: Heavy equip-
ment mechanic or ap-
prentice mechanic will-
ing to learn, must have 
own tools & valid driv-
er’s license, 
815-693-5226. cc 
11a-13b

Young man wanted to 
do yard work, cut 
brush, rake leaves, 
etc. Goose Lake Area, 
will pay cash, call 
8 1 5 - 6 0 3 - 0 6 4 0 .  
13b-15a

HOMES FOR RENT

910 Wabash, Wilming-
ton, 3 BR, 2 car garage, 
no smoking, no pets, 
$ 1 , 0 5 0 / m o n t h ,  
8 1 5 - 4 7 6 - 6 8 1 6 .  
ck12a-15b

Braidwood: 3 BR, 1 BA  
home for rent. Lots of 
storage. $990/month. 
Available immediately. 
6 3 0 - 9 6 1 - 1 3 1 8  
cc13a-15b

Wilmington, 3BR, 1BA, 
1 car attached garage, 
$1150. References, 
credit report and secu-
rity required, No smok-
ing. 815-476-2219. 
cc10a-13b

Wilmington:  3 BR, 1 
BA, huge detached ga-
rage, large yard, full 
basement, w/d and ap-
pliances all fairly new, 
$1,400/mo plus sec. 
deposit. 815-954-8177 
ch13a-16b

HOMES FOR SALE

Coal City, 30 S. DeWitt 
Pl., For Sale By 
Owner, 2 BR, 1BA, 
new carpet, freshly 
painted, $95,000, call 
815-634-0272. cc 

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

LOTS FOR SALE

Wilmington, 130x250, 
access to city water, 
sewer and  natural gas, 
call 815-476-9198. cc 
10b-14a

MISCELLANEOUS

Appliances. GE Stove, 
Kenmore side by side 
refrigerator with ice 
through the door. Like 
new $150 each. Micro-
wave $50. Buy both 
and the  matching mi-
crowave is free, 
815-999-2756.  cc11a-
12b

Essex Lions Club Com-
munity Building for rent, 
seats 275 people, 
kitchen and bar avail-
able, call Phil at 
815-405-5020 or Nancy 
at 815-365-2823. cc 

Hall Rental
Available for parties, 
showers & meetings. 
Seats 100 people, full 
kitchen available. If in-
terested call New 
Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Coal City, 
815-634-8332. ca 
9b-17a

HOMEMADE 
POTICA

Nut, poppy seed, ap-
ricot, raspberry; order 
now for Easter. Call 
Charlotte 815-545-
8767. cc 
8b-15a

Honor your veteran or 
Joliet Arsenal worker 
with a memorial stone 
at the Island City Me-
morial.  Cost is $100. 
Call Bert Niehls at 
815-560-1039.  fr tfn

Twin mattress $89.99, 
full mattress, $139.99, 
queen set, $299.99. 
Factory to You Furni-
ture, 603 W. Baltimore 
St., Wilmington, call 
815-476-6533. ch 

Used riding lawn mow-
ers & $60 push mow-
ers.  Call Rodney 
815-214-8003.  cc13a

PETS

Now Available: Front-
line, K-9 Advantix, Bar-
ricade and Activyl flea 
& tick treatments. From 
Taste of the Wild, Blue 
Buffalo, Canidae, Dia-
mond Natural, Whole 
Earth Farms, Natural 
Balance, Pure Vita, Wil-
derness pet foods, also 
Stella & Chewey’s raw 
diet. Bird, hamster, fish 
and pond food. New 
spring apparel has ar-
rived. Call for informa-
tion on upcoming basic 
obedience class, 
815-476-5104. Trinty 
Barkery, 240 W. Balti-
more St., Wilmington. 
ch 20a-tfn

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 1517 
Charlotte Street, Wil-
mington, IL 60481 (Single 
Family Home). On the 6th
day of April, 2017 to be 
held at 12:00 noon, at the 
Will County Courthouse 
Annex, 57 N. Ottawa 
Street, Room 201, Joliet, IL 
60432, under Case Title: 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
Plaintiff V. Eric N. Bjorn-
son; et. al. Defendant. 
Case No. 16 CH 1538 in 
the Circuit Court of the 

REAL ESTATE

Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois.
Terms of Sale: ten percent 
(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours; 
plus, for residential real es-
tate, a statutory judicial 
sale fee calculated at the 
rate of $1 for each $1,000 
or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the pur-
chaser to the person con-
ducting the sale, not to ex-
ceed $300, for deposit into 
the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pursuant 
to its credit bid at the sale 
or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. All payments 
shall be made in cash or 
certified funds payable to 
the Sheriff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.
Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.
For Information Please 
Contact:
Codilis & Associates, 
P.C.
15W030 N. Frontage 
Road Suite 100
Burr Ridge, Illinois 60527
P: 630-794-5300
F: 630-794-9090
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
March 15, 22 & 29, 2017

N THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT GRUNDY 
COUNTY - MORRIS, IL-
LINOIS
OCWEN LOAN SERVIC-
ING, LLC
Plaintiff, 
-v.- UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF EL-
MER K. WOOLDRIDGE 
AKA ELMER 
WOOLDRIDGE, DE-
CEASED, UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS AND LIEN-
HOLDERS AGAINST 
THE ESTATE OF ELMER 
K. WOOLDRIDGE AKA 
ELMER WOOLDRIDGE, 
DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS AND LIEN-
HOLDERS AGAINST 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF 
ELMER K. WOOLD-
RIDGE AKA ELMER 
WOOLDRIDGE, DE-
CEASED, ED WOOLD-
RIDGE, STEVE WOOLD-
RIDGE, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 
ACTING BY AND 
THROUGH THE SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT , WILLIAM 
BUTCHER, AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF 
ELMER K. WOOLD-
RIDGE AKA ELMER 
WOOLDRIDGE, DE-
CEASED
Defendant
16 CH 76
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on December 19, 2016, 
an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
9:00 AM on April 7, 2017, 
at the Grundy County 
Courthouse, 111 East 
Washington Street front 
door entrance, MORRIS, 
IL, 60450, sell at public 
auction to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 
2060 E. Old Pine Bluff 
Rd., Morris, IL 60450
Property Index No. 
05-12-351-003.
The real estate is im-
proved with a single fam-

REAL ESTATE

ily residence. 
The judgment amount 
was $83,803.07.
Sale terms: 25% down of 
the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of 
the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party 
checks will be accepted. 
The balance, including 
the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Re-
lief Fund, which is calcu-
lated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certi-
fied funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours.  No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential 
real estate whose rights 
in and to the residential 
real estate arose prior to 
the sale.  The subject 
property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or 
special taxes levied 
against said real estate 
and is offered for sale 
without any representa-
tion as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in 
AS IS  condition. The sale 
is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.
Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate af-
ter confirmation of the 
sale.
Where a sale of real es-
tate is made to satisfy a 
lien prior to that of the 
United States, the United 
States shall have one 
year from the date of sale 
within which to redeem, 
except that with respect 
to a lien arising under the 
internal revenue laws the 
period shall be 120 days 
or the period allowable for 
redemption under State 
law, whichever is longer, 
and in any case in which, 
under the provisions of 
section 505 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1950, as 
amended (12 U.S.C. 
1701k), and subsection 
(d) of section 3720 of title 
38 of the United States 
Code, the right to redeem 
does not arise, there shall 
be no right of redemption.
The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condi-
tion of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify 
all information.
If this property is a condo-
minium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If 
this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part 
of a common interest 
community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency 
(driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room 
in Cook County and the 
same identification for 
sales held at other county 
venues where The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion conducts foreclosure 
sales.
For information, contact 
Plaintiff s attorney: HEAV-
NER, BEYERS 
& MIHLAR, LLC, 111 
East Main Street, DECA-
TUR, IL 62523, (217) 
422-1719
If the sale is not con-
firmed for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a 
return of the purchase 
price paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee s attorney.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE
You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for 

REAL ESTATE

a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & 
MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR, IL 62523
(217) 422-1719
Fax #: (217) 422-1754
N o n -
CookPleadings@hsbat-
tys.com
Case Number: 16 CH 76
TJSC#: 37-2177
NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are 
advised that Plaintiff s at-
torney is deemed to be a 
debt collector attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.
Published in the Free 
Press Newspapers on 
March 15, 22, & 29, 2017.

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 910 
North Washington Street, 
Wilmington, IL 60481
(Multi family). On the 13th
day of April, 2017 to be 
held at 12:00 noon, at the 
Will County Courthouse 
Annex, 57 N. Ottawa 
Street, Room 201, Joliet, IL 
60432, under Case Title: 
Guaranteed Rate Inc.
Plaintiff V. Anthony J. 
Panepinto aka Anthony 
Panepinto; Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants Defendant. 
Case No. 16 CH 0079 in 
the Circuit Court of the 
Twelfth Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois.
Terms of Sale: ten percent 
(10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours; 
plus, for residential real es-
tate, a statutory judicial 
sale fee calculated at the 
rate of $1 for each $1,000 
or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the pur-
chaser to the person con-
ducting the sale, not to ex-
ceed $300, for deposit into 
the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pursuant 
to its credit bid at the sale 
or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. All payments 
shall be made in cash or 
certified funds payable to 
the Sheriff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act.
Pursuant to Local Court 
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a 
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of 
sale, then the plaintiff shall 
send written notice pursu-
ant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512(d) to all parties 
to the proceeding advising 
them of the amount of the 
surplus and that the sur-
plus will be held until a 
party obtains a court order 
for its distribution or, in the 
absence of an order, until 
the surplus is forfeited to 
the State.
For Information Please 
Contact:
ANSELMO LINDBERG 
OLIVER LLC.
1771 W. Diehl Rd. Suite 
120
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 
60563
P: 630-453-6960
F: 630-428-4620
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Published in the Free 
Press Newspaper on 
March 22, 29 and April 5, 
2017

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc 

CLEANING residential, 
office, rentals, insured. 
Call Debbie today for a 
free estimate, 
815-739-8025. cc12a-
15b

Flynn’s
Computer Repair

• Virus removal
• Software and Hard-
ware repair
• Websites
Call us today 
815-530-9271
cc12a-15b

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

ca 10a-21b

Guitar Lessons-gui-
tarist from Chicago 
now living in Coal City 
is giving lessons out of 
his home. Learn elec-
tric guitar the fun & 
easy way, jam with 
your friends. Learn the 
blues, classic rock, 
country. Children, 
teenagers & adults, 
1/2 hour or hour les-
sons avail. Call Glenn 
at  815-709-5033. cc 
11b-15a

Handyman service/ 
small jobs wanted, 
windows, doors, elec-
tric, plumbing, siding 
and decks. call Rich-
ard 270-791-5275. cc 
13b-17a

INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike  Collins 
Roofing. Keep your 
house cooler  in sum-
mertime and warmer in  
the winter. lic # 
104.007296. Ask for 
Mike at 815-730-1303. 
cc 45b-19a

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, tuck 
pointing, seamless gut-
ters, fencing, tree re-
moval, concrete work. 
Snow  removal from 
rooftops.  Complete 
Handyman service! 
Bonded and Insured, 
20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. ca 
37a-37b

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. For 
free estimates call 
815-730-1303 ask for 
Mike. Lic. #104.007296
cc 44a-17b

New Cleaning Serv-
ice, detailed to your 
specifications, phe-
nomenal references, 
spring special:  refer a 
friend for $20 off 
Call/text 815-483-5747. 
cc12a-13b

Paving/Sealcoating
Asphalt driveways, seal 
coating, excavation.  A. 
Reavis Construction 
Inc., local business, 
fully insured, free esti-
mates,  815-545-1375. 
cc9a-16b

Residential Grass 
Cutting

Spring cleaning, no 
contracts, affordable. 
Seniors in mind. Call 
Jim at 815-546-0923. 
ca/cc8a-15b

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Spring is just around 
the corner. Need help 
organizing closets, 
pantry, linen closet, 
drawers? Call 
815-514-0769 for more 
information. cc 
11a-13b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-
7966. tfn/47b

SPORTING GOODS
FIREARMS

Southland 
Firearms
Buy - Sell - Trade

Consignments
Southland Firearms
692 E. Division St.

Coal City, IL 
M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - noon
* Check out our Sales 

and Specials on
Facebook at 

Southland Firearms
(815) 634-2090 

STORAGE

WANTED TO BUY

Private collector buying 
US coins, currency and 
mint products, call
815-671-8691. cc12a-
15b

WANTED TO RENT

Looking for  small/effi-
ciency apt. in Coal City 
area to rent/lease start-
ing May 1. Call
815-409-2369 for info.
cc 12b-16a

Part-time stylist 
wanted at Impres-
sions, 605 W. Balti-
more, Wilmington. Ap-
ply within. cc 11b-15a

Local deck company 
seeks carpenter’s 
helper. Must be moti-
vated, hard worker, 
able to read a tape 
measure.Must have 
drivers license. Free 
ride to job site. 
8 1 5 - 7 9 0 - 3 2 8 2 .  
cc12b-15a

Cards, Comics
& Coins Show

Morris VFW Hall
309 McKinley St.

(Rt. 47)
Sunday, April 2

9am-3pm
815-634-2456.

cc 13a-b

WANTED

SPORTING GOODS
FIREARMS

Bohac
Dirtworks
Excavating

Grading
Dozer Work

Sand * Gravel
Black Dirt

Private Ponds
and Lakes

Ditch Cleaning
Demolition

Office:
815-458-2542
Cell phones:

405-5981 - John
791-0153 - John Jr.
791-0750 - Justen
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