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COALER SPORTS

Coalers say
farewell to seniors

Future business

leaders go on retreat

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER 

The mild weather is pro-
viding D Construction with
bonus days as earth-moving
equipment continues to carve
the site that will become the
Diamond Marketplace
Shopping Center.

Two of the eight proposed
lots are already earmarked as
the 40-acre site at Division
Street and Will Road is being
marketed by Mid-America
Asset Management, Inc.

Heroes West Sports Grill,
with locations in Joliet and
Lemont, is the latest tenant
interested in a 1.33-acre lot
located along Route 113 in
Diamond. Four other lots
fronting the busy highway are
shown as still available.

To the south, with access
off Will Road, will be a Jewel-
Osco store occupying almost
64,000 sq. feet. To the south
and east will be future devel-
opment on parcels of 10 and
4.18 acres.

The level of excitement
inside the Diamond Village
Hall is at a high as Mayor Terry
Kernc watches the shopping
center is finally taking shape
after being acquired in 2004 by
TBS Development Services
Group, Inc., for Albertsons, the
parent company of Jewel.

Initial site work including
grading, construction of a
retaining wall, multi-use paths

and access points is taking
place. Ingress and egress from
the shopping center will be
along Will Road where a deep
ditch running along the east
side of the roadway will allow
for drainage.

The ditch will have a 4-
foot by 8-foot culvert that will
extend south from Route 113
along the property line. 

The Jewel-Osco—com-
plete with a pharmacy and
Starbucks—will serve as the
anchor. There is enough space
for another anchor type store.

The company’s invest-
ment in Diamond is around
$30 million and it did receive
an incentive package from the
village that includes tax incre-
ment financing funds and
sales tax reimbursement, as
well as the ability to utilize
economic incentives that
come with the village’s enter-
prise zone such as sales tax
exemptions on purchases of
building materials and manu-
facturing equipment. 

The construction timeline
has the project at 10 months
with a completion date in the
fall of 2024. From all indica-
tions, construction is moving
along as expected. 

Mid-America Asset
Management, Inc. hopes to
lure other new businesses with
building leases, ground leases
or build to suit. It highlights its
close proximity to Interstate 55
with over 30,000 vehicles per
day.

Jewel gets its first neighbor

Courtesy photo
AN AERIAL VIEW shows the earth-moving work completed as of last week for the Diamond Marketplace Shopping Center at the corner
of Illinois 113 and Will Road in Diamond. Marked is the 63,918 sq. feet that will be occupied by a Jewel-Osco store, leaving room for
seven other parcels for other businesses.

In the words of Unit 1 Superintendent
Chris Spencer, “there are some really good
things happening in Coal City Schools and
there are some areas we need to work on.” 

The comment came upon release of
the 2023 Illinois Report Card, a document
that takes a formulated look at how stu-
dents are performing in the classroom
compared to their peers across the state.
The local school data was  published by
the Illinois State Board of Education
[ISBE] at the end of October. 

Three Unit 1 schools received the
highest ranking and were designated
exemplary—Coal City Early Childhood
Center, Coal City Elementary School and
Coal City Intermediate School. These aca-
demic centers rank among the top 10 per-
cent of all elementary schools in the state. 

According to ISBE, the summative
designation describes how well a school is
doing in meeting the needs of its students.
There are several indicators that go into
calculating a school’s level of perform-
ance. 

Jennifer Kenney, the district’s

Director of Curriculum and Instruction,
reports at the elementary and middle
school levels academic indicators total 75
percent including  25 percent  growth in
both English/language arts [ELA] and
math. Proficiency in ELA and math are 7.5
percent  and science and English learner
progress to proficiency is 5 percent. The
remaining 25 percent is based on school
quality and student success indicators
that consist of a climate survey, 5 percent,
and chronic absenteeism which is 20 per-
cent. 

“The Intermediate School did amaz-
ing, they scored 92.18 and the cut score
was 81.33,” Kenney said. It was the highest
score achieved by a district academic cen-
ter for the 2022-2023 school year. The
fourth and fifth grade students were profi-
cient in all areas compared to the state
proficiency target that was set at 59.8  per-
cent for ELA, 57.17 percent for math and
67.69 percent in science. The school’s ELA
growth was reported at 68 percent and
math at 64 percent.

“I can’t say enough about what they

are doing. They look at the data and make
adjustments. They do a phenomenal job
at really  looking at what they do in the
classroom and make adjustments to meet
those goals,” Kenney said. 

Coal City Elementary School’s exem-
plary designation came with an overall
index score of 88.30. The school’s students
were fully  proficient in both ELA and
math.

The Early Childhood Center received
full points in ELA and math proficiency. 

Coal City Middle School and High
School received commendable designa-
tions, meaning they had no under per-
forming groups, but didn’t quite make the
top 10 percent. 

“The middle school was just shy of
reaching that exemplary status, they are
two points away from that,” Kenney said.
The school’s overall index score was 79.46.
The school’s proficiency in ELA, math and
science met the state target and it was
compliant with the required climate sur-

Unit 1 Schools earn exemplary ratings 

SEE UNIT 1 SCHOOLS, PAGE 2

The holidays are a time
for giving and for decades the
GFWC-IL Coal City Junior
Woman’s Club has given to
their community. Now the
time has come for the public
to lend them a hand.

Octoberfest was the non-
profit organization’s big
fundraiser, but the festival was
canceled in 2019 due to the
reconstruction of South
Broadway. And then the pan-
demic took hold and since
then there have been limited
opportunities for the group to
raise funds. 

Every dollar the organiza-
tion earned was put back into
the community through schol-
arships, sponsorships and
community programming that
includes the annual holiday
lighting and visit from Santa
Claus. 

Although the group has
attempted to keep up with its
programming, cuts have been
made and financing is at a

A full day of 
holiday fun,
fundraising

SEE CHRISTKINDLE PAGE 2


