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It’s Elementary
Students of
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Coal City Theatre Department photo

NOT THE SANTA he knows—smelling like meat and cheese—Buddy (played by Tyson Harding) quickly  discovers the
department store Santa (played by Jonah Micetich) is not from the North Pole. The Coal City Theatre Department presents
“Elf, Jr.” this weekend in the Coal City Performing Arts Center.

Do you know the story of Buddy
the Elf, an orphaned infant who on
Christmas Eve crawled into Santa’s
big red bag and was transported to
the North Pole.

Unaware that he is actually a
human and not an elf, Buddy grows
up in the North Pole making toys—
although he’s not good at it—and par-
ticipating in all the various elf activi-
ties. While he might not be the best
toy maker, Buddy is the star basket-
ball player and the only baritone in
the Jinglesingers.

Then one day, while making a
round of the workshop with the
cocoa cart, Buddy learns his true
identity. And, while learning he’s
actually human isn’t the biggest sur-
prise as Santa shares that his father is
a non-believer and on the naughty
list.

With Santa’s permission, Buddy
sets off on a journey to New York City
to meet his father and discover his
true identity.

Along the way to finding himself,
Buddy discovers that not only does

he have a dad, but a step-mother and
a 12-year-old brother who also have
their doubts. In his unique way,
Buddy sets out to bring his new fami-
ly together and get them into the spir-
it of Christmas.

In this journey, Buddy discovers
love and friendship and the special
gifts he brings by just being himself.

The story of Buddy the Elf is a
great way to ring in the holiday sea-
son and the Coal City Theatre
Department is ready to share the

‘Buddy the Elf’
opens this weekend

BY MIKE LOOMIS
CORRESPONDENT

Village officials say
replacement of lead service
lines in Coal City is pro-
gressing and estimate the
project is on track to finish
in 2026. 

The $2.3 million proj-
ect includes the removal of
533 lead service lines as
well as some old water
mains. Coal City received
the funds last summer from
the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency, which
disbursed $43 million to 17
communities throughout
the state.

“We are under a feder-

al mandate to identify and
remove the lead service
lines,” explained Village
Administrator Matt Fritz. 

The contractor for the
project, Morris-based
Brandt Excavating, has
assessed over 200 services
so far and completed 48
replacements.

Service lines are typi-
cally small pipes that trans-
port potable water from
water mains to residences.
Homes built before 1990
may have service lines or
plumbing fixtures that con-
tain lead. It’s essential to
replace them because lead

Lead line
replacement
project making
headway

Coal City School District photo

THE ILLINOIS STUDENT Assistance Commission [ISAC] has announced 21 seniors from Coal City High School are among the top academic performing students in the state, being
named Illinois State Scholars. The honored students [from left, seated] are: Dylan Young, William Johnke, August Burns, Corinna Barkley, Mayson Wantroba, Melody Kinder, Ava Meyer
and Kyle Cheever. Standing are Trevor Perino, Owen Quarles, Lilly Feisley, Aylie Castle, Mackenzie Croxton, Elliana Allen, Hunter Nettles, Peyton Gibson, Anthony Aultz, Shaun Polarek
and Deborah Lynch. Not pictured are Mason Natyshok and  Molly Ramsden.

Coal City High School
is home to 21 Illinois State
Scholars, announced by the
Illinois Student Assistance
Commission [ISAC] last
week.

Illinois State Scholars
rank in approximately the
top 10 percent of high

school seniors from 687
schools across the state. For
66 years ISAC has recog-
nized high school students
for their excellence.

Honorees are selected
based on a combination of
exemplary scores on the
SAT or ACT college

entrance exam and class
rank at the close of six
semesters of study.

ISAC is recognizing
nearly 16,700 Illinois state
scholars for this school
year.

Coalers who made the
list include Elliana Allen,

Anthony Aultz, Corinna
Barkley, August Burns,
Aylianna Castle, Kyle
Cheever, Mackenzie
Croxton, Lilly Feisley,
Peyton Gibson, William
Johnke, Melody Kinder,
Deborah Lynch, Ava Meyer,
Mason Natyshok, Hunter

Nettles, Trevor Perino,
Shaun Polarek, Owen
Quarles, Molly Ramsden,
Mayson Wantroba and
Dylan Young.

These students are
designated as, “the best
and brightest” of Illinois
high school seniors.

Each of the Coal City
High School students rec-
ognized is also active  in

21 Coalers among the ‘best, brightest’ in the state

SEE LEAD LINES PAGE 2

Members of the
Grundy County Sheriff’s
Office Pro-Active Unit
recently arrested four sus-
pects in a heist that was
taking place from one end
of the country to the other.

On Nov. 7 officers
observed six vehicles with
California registration,
appearing to be traveling
together at the T/A Travel
Center in Morris. One of
the vehicles was a U-Haul
26-foot van. 

A Flock license plate

reader produced data rep-
resenting suspicious activi-
ty.

Four of the vehicles left
the travel center, traveling
south on Route 47 onto
westbound Interstate 80.
All failed to obey the red
traffic light at the intersec-
tion when turning onto the
entrance ramp. 

All of the vehicles were
pulled over for traffic
infraction by deputies.
After conversing with the

California men
nabbed in heist
of electronics 

SEE HEIST PAGE 2SEE BUDDY PAGE 2

SEE STATE SCHOLARS PAGE 2
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AUTOS

1988 Chevrolet C/4 
Corvette Convertible. 
12,240 original miles. 
Brand new tires. Excel-
lent condition. Like 
new. Carfax Report. 
$14,500 obo. Call or 
text 815-955-2983. No 
low offers. cc44-46

3-Bedroom Duplex, 
Diamond, IL. Ranch 
style, attached garage, 
concrete drive, washer/ 
dryer hook-up.  Year 
lease, credit check, no 
pets, no smoking 
$1,250 per month, se-
curity deposit, plus utili-
ties. Call 815-351-
2494. ca43-46

Duplex for rent in Dia-
mond on 1 acre lot. 2 
bdr, 2 bath, 1 office. 
Hardwood floors, laun-
dry room. Lg deck, out-
door shed. $1,700 mo. 
No pets, No smoking. 
630-854-7300 cc45-46

HOMES FOR SALE

For sale by owner in 
Wilmington. Ranch 
style home with 3 BR,
2 full baths, living
room, family room,
open concept kitchen
& dining room with
center island and
quartz countertops. 
Back patio and beauti-
ful deck with a gor-
geous view of the 
Kankakee River. Call 
815-405-8038. ca45-
46

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

Commercial buildings 
for rent or sale in Es-
sex. 815-405-5020. 
ch43-50

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-
tfn

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 324 SU-
MAC STREET , WILM-
INGTON, IL 60481 (Single
Family). On the 5th day of
December, 2024 to be
held at 12:00 noon, at the
Will County Courthouse,
100 W. Jefferson Street,
Room 904, Joliet, IL
60432, under Case Title:
THE BANK OF NEW 
YORK MELLON, F/K/A, 
THE BANK OF NEW 
YORK, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR CWABS, INC., AS-
SET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-3
Plaintiff V. JOSEPH SAC-
ZEK; LAKEWOOD 
SHORES IMPROVE-
MENT ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS; Defendant.
Case No. 23 FC 1211 in
the Circuit Court of the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit,
Will County, Illinois. Terms
of Sale: ten percent (10%)
at the time of sale and the 
balance within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accordance
with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the
unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal
fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if

REAL ESTATE

there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact: ROBERTSON,
ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID,
CRANE & PARTNERS,
PLLC
10700 ABBOTT'S
BRIDGE RD SUITE 170
DULUTH, GA 30097
P: 708-668-4410 X 52109
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., Nov. 13, 20 & 27,
2024.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices.
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for
blown in insulation for
attics from Mike Collins
Roofing. Lic #
104.007296. Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.

DUPLEXES
FOR RENT

STORAGE

WANTED

CLUES ACROSS
1. Schoolhouse tool
7. Martens

13. Slags
14. One who scrapes
16. Centiliter
17. White wine
19. Of I
20. Former Syracuse great

Warrick
22. Relating to the ear
23. Sandwich shops
25. Victories
26. White (French)
28. Self-immolation by fire

ritual
29. Genus of parrots
30. Unhappy
31. Talk incessantly
33. Type of Squad
34. Unit of perceived loud-

ness
36. Violent seizure of prop-

erty
38. Agave
40. Sound units
41. Removes from record
43. Partner to Mama
44. Mythological bird
45. Dash
47. Hair product
48. Two-year-old sheep
51. Signs a deal
53. Conifer
55. Autonomous republic in
NW Russia
56. Wife of Muhammed
58. British Air Aces

59. Ears or ear-like
appendages
60. Not caps

61. Deep-bodied sea
dweller
64. Rural delivery
65. Feeling
67. Study of relations of

organisms to one another
69. Room to argue
70. Question

CLUES DOWN
1. Cream puff

2. Road open
3. Stressed syllable
4. Thailand�s former name
5. Cologne
6. Recounted
7. Garment of cloth
8. Airborne (abbr.)
9. Reproduced
10. Emits coherent radia-

tion
11. �Westworld� actor

Harris
12. Smallest interval in

Western music
13. Unstressed central

vowel
15. Lives in
18. When you expect to get
somewhere
21. Storage bags
24. One who covers with

plastic
26. Cast out
27. Automobile
30. Repaired shoe
32. Belonging to the bot-

tom layer
35. Possesses
37. Soda
38. Programs
39. In an unexpected way
42. A bag-like structure in a
plant or animal
43. For each
46. Unbelief
47. Seized or impaled
49. Arrive on the scene
50. Especially happy
52. Classic western film
54. Split pulses
55. Frida __: Painter
57. Start again
59. Employee stock owner-
ship plan
62. Young women�s asso-

ciation
63. Frozen water
66. �The First State�
68. Computers need one
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Village of Elwood
Annual Treasurer’s Report

April 30, 2024

General *Deer Run Capital Non-Major
TIF Construction Governmental

Bond Funds

Village of Elwood’s annual treasurer’s report

PUBLIC NOTICE

Gross Earnings Under $25,000
Bertucci, Jodie
Ciuffini, Kimberly
Deklerk, Anthony
Elberson, Kendra
Hrpcha, Jason
Jenco, Douglas
Lab, Darryl
Lande, Brad
Maas, Tricia
Marquez, Arlenen
McElroy, Thomas
Meister, Mason
Meyers, Sheila
Olsen, Clinton
Pohlman, James
Reid, Michael
Schmidt, Ronald
Starkey, Scott
Varman, Michael
Walsh, Joseph

Gross Earnings 
Under $75,001 - $100,000
Adams, Nick
Day, Roberta
Jaburek, Kenneth
Swabowski, Sean

Gross Earnings Over $100,000
Friebele, Julie
Hayes, Fred
Lohmar, Anthony
Lohmar, Larry
Reid, Charles
Wright, Edward

Gross Earnings 
Under $25,001 - $50,000
Bechtold, Natalie
Breausche, Jacob
Kerrigan, Rhea
Rodgers, Marie
Turner, Susanna

Gross Earnings 
Under $50,001-$75,000
Alsip, Timothy
Bajrami, Drin
Crane, Tyler
Doden, Brandon
Drabik, Anthony
Murphy, Mathew
Paris, Timothy
Wellen, Robert
Zimmerman, Sarah

Compensation for Personnel Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/2024

Vendor Payments over $2,500 Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/2024

5/1/2023 $5,964,902.00 $(176,885,090.00) $13,017,957.00 $2,022,602.00 
Revenues 7,081,392.00 11,170,784.00 3,343,812.00 170,427.00 
Expenses (4,247,965.00) (16,676,951.00) (460,522.00) (16,037.00)
Transfer In/(Out) (1,148,311.00) 182,391,257.00 0.00 0.00
4/30/2024 7,650,018.00 0.00 15,901,247.00 2,176,992.00 

*On June 12, 2023, the Deer Run TIF District expired, and the debt was extinguished.

Revenue Summary
Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/2024

Taxes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,740,797.00 
Intergovernmental  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,731,412.00 
Charges for Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,022,530.00 
Licenses & Permits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,036,495.00 
Fines & Forfeits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$91,820.00 
Interest Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,142,139.00 
Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,222.00 
Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,766,415.00 

Accushape  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,056.00 
Aclara Technologies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,023.04 
Adler Roofing & Sheet Metal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$42,464.00 
AFLAC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,158.80 
Alexander Equipment Co Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$72,441.55 
Allegiant Fire Protection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,570.00 
Alliant Insurance Services Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,902.00 
Allied Nursery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,060.00 
ALM Lawncare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,748.75 
Altorpher Industries Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$41,555.93 
Amalgamated Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,148,314.44 
American Sealcoating Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20,600.00 
Austin Tyler Construction Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$71,267.24 
Azavar Audit Solutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42,997.40 
B&F Construction Code Services  . . . . . . . . . . . $44,449.78 
Badger Daylighting Corp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,983.77 
Bank of New York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,106.23 
Bankcard Processing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $104,356.10 
Baxter & Woodman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $159,444.00 
Blue Ribbon Products  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,643.05 
BMO Harris Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,124.70 
Bond Trust Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $326,535.00 
Camz Communications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 12,840.00 
Cedar Rustic Fence Co  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,628.00 
Century Drywall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8,265.00 
Chase Tactical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,080.44 
Cintas Fire Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,694.76 
Civic Systems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,194.00 
Civic Plus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,552.48 
CMI Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,522.74 
College of DuPage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,067.00 
Commonwealth Edision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,001.91 
Concentric Integration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,772.33 

Constellation New Energy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26,370.15 
Copperfield Communications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18,315.25 
Countryside Barns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,813.45 
County of Will  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,026.76 
Crescent Electric  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,284.75 
Customer Refunds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,863.78 
D'Arcy Buick GMC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,162.21 
Dominic Vella . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500.00 
Dynegy Energy Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $181,188.01 
Elliot Electric  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,548.10 
Elwood Fire Protection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,860.80 
Elwood School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 9,468.56 
Energy Panel Strutures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $113,982.29 
Evoqua Water Technologies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,280.23 
Feece Oil Co  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70,605.27 
Fitness Factory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,529.00 
Fleet Safety Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $47,162.42 
Flock Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500.00 
Freedom Fastners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,566.79 
Full Circle K-9 Solutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,940.00 
Gasvoda & Associates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,520.49 
Gladiator Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,059.73 
Glatfelter Public Practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $132,521.00 
Globe Life Liberty National  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,067.24 
Grey Ghost Precision LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,217.18 
Hawkins Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,819.13 
HealthCare Service Corp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $285,434.71 
Hinckley Springs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,108.81 
Idemia Indenty & Security  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24,735.00 
Illinios EPA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000.00 
Illinios Public Risk Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $90,915.00 
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund  . . . . . . . . . $211,182.43 
Jake the Striper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,550.00 

JCM Uniforms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,581.76 
Joliet Township High School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,015.39 
Lauterbach & Amen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22,750.00 
Lexipol LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,365.60 
LexisNexis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,548.19 
LJB Contractors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,720.00 
Lower Des Plaines Watershed Group . . . . . . . . . $4,248.34 
Madbomber Fireworks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500.00 
Mahoney, Silverman & Cross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $73,365.60 
Manhattan Collision Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,204.55 
Marino Truck & Equipment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,431.37 
Menards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29,010.60 
Metalline Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,666.00 
Metropolitan Alliance of Police  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,400.00 
Midwest Salt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44,012.09 
Midwest Supply Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,565.89 
Municipal Well & Pump  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $82,580.00 
Narvick Brothers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,619.00 
Nationwide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,900.00 
New Era Spreading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,392.50 
Nicor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,061.31 
Nitel Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,501.50 
North American Rescue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,539.70 
Orkin Pest Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,056.84 
OTM Environmental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $95,625.00 
Paramount-EO Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,794.33 
Paychex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,544.34 
Pest Outpost LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,899.77 
Poehner, Dillman & Mahalik Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . $73,943.00 
Pomp's Tire Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,359.66 
PreCise MRM Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,750.00 
Principal Life Insurance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27,693.79 
Pro-Tech Security Sales  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,643.00 

Quadient Finance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000.00 
Ray O'Herron Co Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,855.14 
Rendels Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,416.38 
Rental Max  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,088.00 
Sierra Wireless  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,201.00 
Staples Advantage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,373.66 
STIP Bros  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,800.00 
Stoller International  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28,039.64 
Storino, Ramello & Durkin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,309.73 
Straugh Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,400.00 
Teamsters - Local #179  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,612.00 

Terrain Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,775.00 
Timberhawk Tree Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,800.00 
Traffic Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,610.00 
Troutman Excavating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,300.00 
Underground Pipe & Valve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,251.00 

USA Blue Book  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,106.70 
Velocita Technology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $115,476.90 
Verizon Wireless  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,020.19 
Versitron Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,360.00 
Waste Management  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $252,486.34 
Water Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,996.00 
Wescom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150,315.75 
Will County Animal Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,540.00 
Will County Governmental League  . . . . . . . . . . . $3,119.90 
Will County Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,088,474.82 
Will South Cook Soil & Water  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,201.00 
Windy City Game Theater  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,100.00 
Woldhuis Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,303.75 
Xylem Water Solutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,750.00 

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday,
November 13, 2024.

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wed., Nov. 13, 2024.

Person, Firm, or Corporation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aggregate Amount

LearnWell/EI US, LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,544
McGraw-Hill School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,910
Advertising Solutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,033
Brown’s Carpet Care, Inc./Marian Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,044
Decker Equipment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,066
April Flaws  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,230
ITsavvy LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,250
Mechanical Plumbing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,349
SASC LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,451
John Deere Financial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,714
Savvas Learning Company LLC/
Gateway Education Holdings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,810
Alarm Detection Systems Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,825
Follett Content Solutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,087
Timerhawk Tree Service LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,100
Frontline Technologies In . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,202
Verizon Wireless  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,211
American Fidelity Assurance/American Fidelity Assurance . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,243
IL Association of School Administrators(IASA)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,350
Lightspeed Solutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,800
Allied Nursery Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,216
Explore Learning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,927
American Fidelity Assurance (Flex)/ American Fidelity Assu  . . . . . . . . . .$6,196
Illinois Assoc. of School Boards (IASB)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,275

PAYMENTS TO PERSON, FIRM, OR CORPORATION OVER $2,500 

EXCLUDING WAGES AND SALARIES

SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR 

CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFIED PERSONNEL
Salary Range: Less than $25,000
R. Allen, D. Anderson, A. Groenewold, A. Larsen, M. Mangun, M. Page, B.
Peterson, K.Smith
Salary Range: $25,000 - $39,999
L Maver, M. Telfer
Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999
M. Mangun, E. Kuypers, W. LeBeau, C. Lynch, M.Pawluk
Salary Range:  60,000 - $89,999
J. Bauer, L. Bodem, C. Dooley, J. Dooley, A. Flaws, C. Forsythe, T. Hugunin,
T.Kovalik, M. Kraus, C. Majack, S. Maver, K. Rea, C. Rinke, S. Ruzich, K.
Trafton, T. Walsh, L. Willis, A. Woolridge
Salary Range: $90,000 and over
S. DeMaso, K. Ditzler, K. Fields, T. Page, R. Rekruciak, T. Rompala

Elwood Community Unit School District No. 203 files annual financial report

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2024

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFIED PERSONNEL
Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000
K. Achter, J. Amick, M. Blotnik, C. Bosonetta, R. Braley, D. Butt, K. Conroy, M.
Cunningham, R. DeSilva, K. Donchez, T. Fanning, M. Frey, K. Himer, K. Kalisik,
K. Kuk, L. Lindsey, S Mader, D. Pich, K. Richardson, R. Silverman, J. Stasiak,
V. Toscano-Anaya, A. Viol, M. Walsh, U. Weiss, N. Wilson, K. Zabel, D. Zumpf
Salary Range: $25,000 - $39,999
V Hall, K Carreno, J Viol, L. Kavanaugh, H. Majack, N. Simmons
Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999
M. Burgess, T. Maas, J. Viol 
Salary Range: $60,000 and over
E. Moon, N. Wlodarczyk, R. Williams

PAYMENTS TO PERSON, FIRM, OR CORPORATION OVER $2,500 

EXCLUDING WAGES AND SALARIES (continued)

Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024 will be available for public inspection in the school district/joint agreement
administrative office by November 30 annually.
Individuals wanting to review this form should contact: 

Person, Firm, or Corporation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aggregate Amount
NuWay Disposal Service In  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,430
BSN Sports, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,756
Clean Gardens Maint & Landscaping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,900
Sweetwater Sound LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,923
Bushue Background Screening/Bushue Human Resources  . . . . . . . . . . .$6,964
Johnson Controls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,233
EMS Linq  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,471
NWEA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,040
Gassensmith & Michalesko  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,131
Gordon Flesch Company, Inc. (Usage)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,339
Common Goal Systems, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,463
GFC Leasing - WI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,031
Grainger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,827
Knight Security Alarms, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,850
Velocita Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,270
Houghton Mifflin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,000
Menards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,760
AWS Consulting LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,000
Nicor Gas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,709
Rival5 Technologies Corp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,738
IXL Learning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,995
CINTAS Fire Protection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16,403
Elan Financial Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,110
SHI International Corp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,602
Elwood Council AFT 6042  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18,978
Employers Preferred Ins. Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,608
Dahme Mechanical Industries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,573
ECA Educational Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$24,142
EMC Insurance Companies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,457
TRIA Architecture, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,795
Amazon Capital Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27,256
Wiss Janney Elstner Assoc. Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,229
BMO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,525
Teachers Health Insurance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$38,096
Tri-K Supplies, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$40,145
Haddock Corporation Technologies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$51,660
School Outfitters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$56,630
The Stepping Stones Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$57,530
IL Municipal Ret. Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$59,124
Klein Thorne and Jenkins Ltd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$64,158
Village Of Elwood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$79,568
Mid Atlantic Trust Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$82,220
Joliet Public Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$93,010
Stalker Sports Floors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$94,103
MidAmerican Energy Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$98,436
Arbor Management Inc./GenNx Whitsons Acquisitions  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$116,667
IL Dept. Of Revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$132,427
Red Feather Group  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$165,795
Teacher Retirement System  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$244,254
EFTPS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$404,340
Lincolnway Area Affil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$522,460
First Student Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$695,944
SOWIC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$813,790

Sheriff’s sale of 324 Sumac St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE
ADVISED THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON, F/K/A, THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS
TRUSTEE FOR CWABS, INC., ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2005-3, Plaintiff,
vs. 
JOSEPH SACZEK; LAKEWOOD SHORES IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS;
No. 23 FC 1211

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a judgment entered in the

above cause on the 22nd day of August, 2024, MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of Will
County, Illinois, will on Thursday, the 5th day of December, 2024, commencing
at 12:00 o'clock noon, at the Will County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson Street,
Room 904, Joliet, IL 60432, sell at public auction to the highest and best bidder
or bidders the following-described real estate:
LOT 403, IN SEVENTH ADDITION TO LAKEWOOD SHORES, A SUBDIVISION
OF PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 1, IN TOWNSHIP 32
NORTH, AND IN RANGE 9 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED MAY 17, 1961, AS DOC-
UMENT NO. 929059, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Commonly known as: 324 SUMAC STREET, WILMINGTON, IL 60481
Description of Improvements: Single Family
P.I.N.: 08-24-01-303-038-0000

Terms of Sale: ten percent (10%) at the time of sale and the balance within
twenty-four (24) hours. No judicial sale fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquir-
ing the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mort-
gagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate
whose rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in cash or certified funds payable to the Sheriff of Will
County. 

In the event the property is a condominium, in accordance with 735 ILCS
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1), you are hereby notified that the purchaser of the unit, other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments and legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and
(g)(4) of Section 9 and the assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section
18.5 of the Illinois Condominium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following appli-
cation of the proceeds of sale, then the plaintiff shall send written notice pursuant
to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to all parties to the proceeding advising them of the
amount of the surplus and that the surplus will be held until a party obtains a court
order for its distribution or, in the absence of an order, until the surplus is forfeit-
ed to the State.
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID, CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC
10700 ABBOTT'S BRIDGE RD SUITE 170
DULUTH, GA 30097
P: 708-668-4410 X 52109
Plaintiff's Attorney MIKE KELLEY

Sheriff of Will County
Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wed., Nov. 13, 20 and 27, 2024. 

Attorney Meents files
Knight estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF ALLYN DEANE KNIGHT,
Deceased; No. 2024 PR 619

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Allyn Deane Knight, Letters of Office
as Independent Co-Executors were
issued on October 22, 2024, to Brian
Thomas Knight, whose address is 40
Georgetown Drive, Cary, Illinois 60013
and Lindsay Deanne Little, whose
address is 155 West Des Plaines
Street, Coal City, Illinois 60416; whose
attorney is Meents Law, P.C., 25158
W. Eames Street, Unit A, Channahon,
Illinois 60410. Claims against the
estate may be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Will
County Courthouse, 100 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before April 30, 2025, or if mailing or
delivery of a notice from the represen-
tative is required by Section 18-3 of
the Probate Act of 1975, the date stat-
ed in that notice. Any claim not filed on
or before that date is barred. Copies of
a Claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney
within ten (10) days after it has been
filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illinois
courts.gov/service-providers.htm to
learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/geth
elp.asp or talk with your local circuit
clerk’s office. If you cannot e-file, you
may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail.
Ask your circuit clerk for more informa-
tion or visit www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Brian Thomas Knight and
Lindsay Deanne Little

Independent Co-Executors of the
Estate of Allyn Deane Knight,

Deceased
Frank J. Meents
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6 and 13, 2024.

Attorney Meents files
Awad estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF MAHMOUD A. AWAD,, Deceased;
No. 2024 PR 618

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Mahmoud A. Awad, Letters of Office
as Independent Administrator were
issued on October 22, 2024, to Genia
M. Awad, whose address is 22715
Maddeline Lane, Frankfort, Illinois
60423; whose attorney is Meents Law,
P.C., 25158 West Eames Street, Unit
A, Channahon, Illinois 60410. Claims
against the estate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
at the Will County Courthouse, 100
West Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois
60432, or with the representative, or
both, on or before April 30, 2025, or if
mailing or delivery of a notice from the
representative is required by Section
18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the
date stated in that notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a Claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered by
the claimant to the representative and
to the attorney within ten (10) days
after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illi
noiscourts.gov/ service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/geth
elp.asp or talk with your local circuit
clerk’s office. If you cannot e-file, you
may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail.
Ask your circuit clerk for more informa-
tion or visit www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Genia M. Awad
Independent Administrator

of the Estate of Mahmoud A. Awad,
Deceased

Frank J. Meents
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6 and 13, 2024.

If someone calls wanting money
to avoid being arrested for missing
jury duty, hang up the phone
because it’s the latest scam to hit Will
County.

The Will County Sheriff's Office
reports that residents have been
receiving calls from a 'No Caller ID'
and/or number 815-740-5552 that
have been identified as a scam.   

When answering these calls a
man identifies himself as a deputy or
sergeant from the Will County
Sheriff's Office.  The fraudulent
police officer informs the victim that
they have a warrant out for their
arrest due to failing to appear in
court for jury duty. 

In order to clear the contempt of
court warrant, the victim is told that
they must pay $4,000.

One victim reported that she
asked the scammer to provide verifi-
cation that the call was legitimate.
The scammer told her to hang up
(from the No Caller ID call) and

called back from the 815-740-5552
phone number, which indicated the
Will County Sheriff's Office Warrant
Division.  

The victim, still being suspi-
cious, did a Google search of the
number, which verified the number
belonged to the Will County Sheriff's
Office Warrant Division.  The victim
then agreed to pay the money but
informed the scammer that she only
had $2,500.  

The fraudulent police officer
agreed to the sum and instructed her
to go to a Jewel Bitcoin Kiosk and the
victim transferred the $2,500 to the
scammer.  

What is notable about this scam,
and others like it, is that the scam-
mers are using names of deputies
and sergeants that currently work at
the Sheriff's Office and the caller ID
number of the Sheriff's Warrant
Division, 815-740-5552, is in fact the
actual number for the Sheriff's
Warrant Division.  

“As we continue to warn and
educate residents about these scams,
and residents believe they are taking
extra precautions not to fall prey,
sadly, the scammers continue to fool
us,” the sheriff’s office said in a press
release.

The easiest and #1 thing to
remember is do not send money to
anyone unless you have initiated the
contact or are speaking with a recog-
nizable company or organization
that you have had prior business
with.  

Caution should also be taken if
you receive a call or email from your
bank, special offer deals, computer
virus alerts, and claims that a friend
or relative is in need of money.     Be
Assured!  The Will County Sheriff's
Office, nor any other police agency or
government agency, will call you for
payments of any kind, and certainly
not for warrants for your arrest.

Will Co. Sheriff’s office warns of arrest scam
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FIRED UP after making a tackle for a loss is Coal City’s Alec Walicczek (51) and Emmett
Easton (12).

JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CORRESPONDENTS

One team has averaged
48.2 points per game while
allowing just 10.1. The
other has averaged 42.2
while giving up just 9.1.

Sounds like quite the
recipe for a quarterfinal
clash.

The 10-1 Dixon Dukes
will head to Coal City for
Saturday's Class 4A battle
against the 9-2 Coalers at 1
p.m.

Dixon plays in the very
tough Big Northern confer-
ence where six of the 10
teams made the playoffs.

The Dukes had little
trouble with Chicago Ag in
the second round, scoring
at least 50 points for the
sixth time in 11 games (51-
6).

The game will likely
come down to which
defense can stop the
other's offense.

"Our motto is to be fast
and physical, so we just
have to go out there and
execute," said Coal City
lineman Emmett Easton.

"Nothing like playing
in front of all of the Coaler
fans that come out. We
have only let up 13 points at
home and don’t plan on let-

ting up anymore."
Coaler coach Francis

Loughran knows that at this
time of year every play is
magnified.

"In talking with the
guys Monday, everything's
kind of heightened at this
point. We have to execute
each play."

"Defensively, we have
to show that we can stop
the run. They're very good
at both the run and the
pass so we'll have our work
cut out for us this week."

Playing at home is a
huge plus for the Coalers
who gave up their first
points of the season (13) on
the new turf in the opening
round against Johnsburg.

"These guys love play-
ing at home. We've had
great crowds and support
from the community like
always."

The winner of this
game will face either 12th
seeded Burbank (St
Laurence) or ninth seeded
Chicago (DePaul) in the
semifinals.

"We're definitely excit-
ed after a win like that but
not content with where we
are and want to keep our
season alive as long as pos-
sible. The team is feeling
good and wants to stay
hot," said all-time leading
rusher Landin Benson who
has accounted for 10
touchdowns the last two
weeks.

Containing Benson fig-
ures to be job one for the
Dukes, but quarterback
Zander Meents is a very
capable passer and has a
variety of weapons in Gabe
McHugh, Gavin Berger,
Logan Natyshok, Dylan
Young, Benson, etc.

"Benson is always reli-
able. He will get his carries,
but Meents does a great job
getting the ball out to dif-
ferent guys," said
Loughran.

Coalers set to 'duke' 
it out with Dixon

BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CORRESPONDENTS

Like much of the Illinois Central Eight
conference in his three years, the Rockford
Boylan Titans had no answers for Landin
Benson, especially in the second half.

The senior scored four of his five
touchdowns and seemingly touched the
ball on every offensive snap, putting the
team on his back.

Boylan knew what was coming and
they just couldn't stop Benson and the
Coalers' offensive line.

Coal City outscored the Titans 26-0 in
the second half en route to a 33-10 victory,
advancing to their first quarterfinals in five
years.

"We realized its win or go home and
no next game is guaranteed and wore
them down," said the senior who rushed
the ball 38 times for 168 yards and record-
ed his second straight five touchdown
game.

"Amazing effort by the line to keep
pushing through the other team without
getting tired helping our run game work."

The Coalers will host third-seeded
Dixon Saturday at 1, whose only loss dur-
ing the season came against perennial

playoff power Byron 29-28.
Saturday's game couldn't have started

better for the visitors as an errant snap
went well over the Boylan punter's head,
setting up a first and goal at the Titan four
yard line.

Benson cashed in on the ensuing play
for the early 7-0 lead.

The Titans put together a strong sec-
ond drive, which took nearly seven min-
utes, but they failed to convert on a 30 yard
field goal.

Coal City then moved the ball into the
redzone only to have Zander Meents' pass
intercepted in the endzone on the first play
of the second.

Boylan took advantage immediately
with a 43 yard run, but the drive stalled
and resulted in a successful 30 yard field
goal.

They added a 35 yard punt return,
which set up their lone touchdown, a 10
yard pass with 55 seconds left in the open-
ing half. The Titans bottled up Benson in
the first half, holding him to just 24 yards
on 12 carries.

"The message at half was basically to
go out there, execute and try to wear those
guys down," said head coach Francis
Loughran.

"And with the initial drive in the third

quarter, we really sent a message and our
guys kept making plays."

The second half was a different story
as the Coalers possessed the ball

for about 20 of the 24 minutes and
scored touchdowns on all four posses-
sions.

"The defense really stepped up in the
second half in all aspects. We knew we
were down so it motivated us to go out
there and get it done to advance," said
sophomore lineman Emmett Easton who
led the way with 10 tackles.

Benson bookended the third with
touchdown runs of 15 and eight yards and
recorded an 11 and two yard touchdown
run in the final four minutes.

While Benson gets most of the head-
lines for his eye-popping numbers, they
wouldn't be possible without a strong
offensive line.

"The line came out and played great in
the second half. They were able to make
holes and all five of our linemen and our
tight ends really set the tone," said
Loughran.

"We were able to get four, five yards
and methodically go down the field and
that wears on a team."

It was another efficient day for Meents
who completed 11-of-13 passes for 141

yards. He also ran the ball three times for
16 yards.

He connected with five different
receivers led by Gabe McHugh (46 yards)
and Benson (38 yards), who both caught
three balls.

Dylan Young had a big fourth and 14
conversion, gaining 20 yards to essentially
put the game away, part of a 22 yard day.

"That was one of the best plays from
Saturday. Meents was able to scramble and
get the ball to Young. That shows that we
have more than

Benson to account for."
Logan Natyshok added 23 yards on

two catches and three rushes for 11 yards
and Brody Widlowski recorded a 12 yard
reception.

Defensively, John Keigher was right
behind Easton with nine tackles. Gabe
McHugh and Jake Cerutti both made five
stops and Brock Finch, Widlowski and
Mason Garner all added four.

Cade Poyner tallied three and Donnie
Ladas, Gavin Berger and Alec Waliczek all
recorded two.

Also in on a stop were Noah Houston,
Rey Gonzalez and Gavin V, stal.

"Coming out in the second half, forc-
ing a three-and-out and getting the ball
back to our offense was huge."

Coalers power past Boylan

Photo by Amy Walker
DIVING FORWARD after making one of his three catches on Saturday is Coaler Gabe
McHugh. Coal City advances to the quarterfinal round on Saturday at 1 p.m. when they will
host Dixon.

Photo by Amy Walker

QUARTERBACK ZANDER MEENTS rushes for yards during Saturday’s game against

Boylan. Meents rushed for a total of 16 yards and passed for 141 yards.
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COAL CITY SOCCER players who were named All Conference include (from left) Aidan Kenney, Dane Noffsinger, Sam
Sterba, Parker Jacovec and Carter Nicholson.

CCHS SENIOR Kate Promis is escorted by her parents
Sunner and Kevin Promis on Senior Night. She is a two year
member of the Lady Coaler Tennis team. She is a member
of the National Honor Society and is a member and presi-
dent of the Spanish Honor Society. She plans to continue
her education after high school.

CCHS SENIOR Fianna Gregory is escorted on Senior Night
by her parents Tyrone and Jaimie Gregory. She is a four year
member of the Lady Coaler Tennis team. She also partici-
pates in soccer at Coal City High School. Her future plans
are to begin a career as a hairstylist.

The 8th grade Lady
Coalers’ three-game
winning streak came to
an end recently as they
took one on the chin
against the very high-
powered offense of the
Troy Trojans.  

The Coalers fought
hard to the end but fell
46-30.  Angelise Stevens
led the Coalers’ scoring
attack with 8 points,
while Olivia Ferrari and
Darcie Ladas each con-
tributed 6 points.  Tori
Harrington, Kinsley
Nowak, Avery Male,
Allyson Togliatti, and
Kendal Shute were all
good for 2 points
apiece.

“Four of our five
losses this season have
been blow-outs, but
Troy is by far the best
team we’ll probably see
all year,” said coach
Andy Leve.

“They had control
of the game right from
the start, and it only
ended as a 16-point
game because their
coach backed off and
let us play.  Troy fires on
all cylinders, and their
players play really well
together.”

The Lady Coalers
picked up their 10th
win of the season on
Oct. 29 with a 31-8
pounding of the
Sandwich Braves.

Olivia Ferrari had
the hot hand for the
Coalers with 8 points.
Emma Sinkular and
Darcie Ladas dropped
in 6 points apiece, and

Ladas grabbed a game-
high 15 rebounds.  

Hope Wermer and
Avery Male tossed in 2
buckets each, while
Giavella Carver and
Kenslee Baldauf round-
ed out the scoring with
2 points and 1 point
respectively. Wermer
also snatched 6 boards
for the Coalers.

“This was a fun
game tonight.  We’ve
been leaning on our
starters pretty heavily
the last few games, so it
was nice to have a
game like this where
everyone could get lots
of playing time and
contribute something
positive to the win.  We
had insanely high num-
bers of shot attempts
(68) and rebounds (42)
tonight; I don’t think
I’ve seen stats that high
at this level in my entire
career.  We just domi-
nated Sandwich in
every area of the game.  

“One of the high-
lights tonight though,
was seeing Giavella
Carver get her first bas-
ket of the season.

She’s never played
before, and one of my
personal goals is to see
everyone score at least
once in the season.
Tonight was her night,
and I know the rest of
the kids on the team
loved it just as much as
I did because the bench
went crazy when she
scored,” said coach
Leve.

Win streak ends
for CCMS 8th
grade girls

Senior tennis players honored

All conference soccer players
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