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Coal City Theatre
Dept. to present
Come from Away

As the 25th anniversary of
September 11 approaches, we
remember not only the tragedy
and loss of that day, but also the
extraordinary story of what
unfolded thousands of miles
away in Gander, Newfoundland.

When the United States
closed its airspace 38 planes car-
rying nearly 7,000 passengers and
crew were diverted to Cander,
part of Operation Yellow
Ribbon—Canada’s emergency
response to safely ground more
than 220  aircraft from the sky.

As the world watched the
towers fall and the Pentagon

burn, and as the bravery of those
aboard United Flight 93 was only
beginning to be understood, the
people of Gander opened their
community—and their hearts—
to thousands of stranded passen-
gers. Many of them were unaware
of what was happening on the
ground or why their planes had
suddenly been diverted. They
arrived frightened, confused, and
far from home, not knowing that
the small community of Gander
was about to become a place of
refuge, compassion, and extraor-
dinary kindness.

For several days, the people
of Gander cared for these
strangers as their own.
Friendships were formed, stories
were shared, and acts of kindness
created connections that have
endured.

In the words of Mayor
Claude, “On the first day we had
7,000 strangers. On the third day,
we had 7,000 friends.”

A story born from one of the
darkest days in American history,
but remembered for the extraor-
dinary compassion of ordinary
people who simply chose to help.

This is the true story behind
Come From Away—a Tony Award
winning musical coming to the
Coal City Performing Arts Center
stage this weekend. 

Coal City Theatre
Department’s production will
introduce audiences to Gander
and the citizens who opened
their schools, churches, and
homes to stranded passengers
from 95 countries. The remark-
able acts that ensured everyone
of the “Plane People,” were fed,
clothed and connected. 

Written by David Hein and
Irene Sankoff, Come From Away,
tells the story of what started as
an average day in a small town
turned into what has been
described as an international
sleepover. 

The diverse cast of charac-

ters represents real people whose
lives became connected to
Gander—some who called the
community home, and others
who found themselves there
unexpectedly in September 2001.
Each brings  a unique story, per-
spective, and experience to a
place that, for a few extraordinary
days, became home.

There is Mayor Claude,
Bonnie from the SPCA, Beulah
who heads the Gander Legion, air
traffic controller Doug, news
reporter Janice, police officer Oz,
school teacher Annette and Garth
who heads the local bus drivers
union. And on the planes we find
Diane, Bob, Nick, Hannah, Kevin
T. and Kevin J., and we are intro-
duced to Beverly, who captains
one of the 38 planes touching
down in Gander.  Unique charac-

A small town. A world of strangers. One remarkable story

THEY BECAME KNOWN as the Plane People. The nearly 7,000 commercial airline passengers and crew members who were
stranded in the small community of Gander, Newfoundland on September 11, 2001. The stories of the passengers and the
community members who greeted them with open arms is the basis of the Tony Award musical Come From Away. This
weekend, the Coal City Theater Department will present the story over three days–Sept. 10 and 12 at 7 p.m. and Sept. 13 at
2 p.m. Taking the stage are [from left to right, front to back]: Ty Christopher, Penny D’Arcy, Bella Bartholomew, Maxx
Kramer, Charlotte Banks, Maddox Meents, Theo Fritz, and Alex Collins. 

ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 American Airlines Captain
Beverly Bass was piloting a Boeing 777 from Paris to Dallas
when American airspace closed and Bass’s flight was
ordered to land at Gander International Airport. Bass is a
featured character in the musical Come From Away and
Coal City High School junior Lexi Dearth will portray the
history-making pilot.

“GOOD CAN OUTFIGHT EVIL
ANY TIME. HUMAN KIND-

NESS AND LOVE AND COM-
PASSION ARE WHAT OUR

WORLD IS LACKING TODAY.
WE NEED MORE OF IT.”

—CLAUDE ELLIOTT, MAYOR OF GANDER
NEWFOUNDLAND

Victim urges shoppers,
clerks to take a closer look

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

Tim Andrews said at his age he does-
n’t need to learn any more life lessons.

But after a recent quick trip to the
store, he is sharing his story so that other
people don’t end up being short changed
like he and his wife did.

It was a Sunday and the Wilmington
couple needed a few things from the store,
so they stopped at a local dollar store.
Andrews’ wife told him it was just a short
list and she wouldn’t be long if he wanted
to sit in the car.

As he waited, Andrews noticed it was
a busy place for a Sunday. It wasn’t long
before his wife came walking out with a
couple of sacks in one hand and her
receipt and change in the other.

Prop money passes 
for the real thing

REAL OR PROP? At first glance, the $10 bill
at bottom looks much like the genuine bill
above it. A closer look reveals the words
“For Motion Picture Purposes,” along with
other differences. SEE PROP MONEY PAGE 2

A Braidwood resi-
dent's birthday celebra-
tion became a million-dol-
lar milestone after he won
a $1 million Lotto jackpot
from a lottery ticket gifted
to him by a friend at his
birthday party.

The winning ticket
was purchased at Gas N
Wash, 1951 E. Laraway Rd.
in New Lenox, and given to
him as a birthday gift.

"My wife planned a
party for my big day," said
the winner, who opted to
remain anonymous. "One
of my friends handed me
an envelope with some
scratch-offs inside. I never
would've imagined actual-
ly winning."

The ticket matched all
six numbers -- 11-17-22-
26-36-45 -- in the Saturday,
August 8, Lotto Million 2
drawing, securing the $1
million prize. The ticket
also won an additional $2

for matching two numbers
on another line.

"I didn't even think I
won anything at first
glance," he said. "I had one
of my friends check the
ticket. He must've also
overlooked it, because he
said I only won a grand."

The winner added, "I
thought, 'Wow, a thousand
bucks isn't bad, this was a
great day.' But I was not
prepared for what came
next." 

When the winner and
his wife visited their local
Illinois Lottery prize cen-
ter, they received a life-
changing surprise.

"We told the staff that
I won a thousand dollars,"
he said. "One of the work-
ers smiled and said 'Sir,
you actually won a million
dollars.' I was in com-
plete shock. My wife even
started tearing up."

After a few phone

calls, the news quickly
spread throughout the
family.

"Both my son-in-law
and eldest daughter said,
'Get out of here, are you
sure?'" he recalled with a
laugh. "I told them, 'As
sure as I am a year older.'"

Now, the winner and
his wife are looking for-
ward to celebrating their
good fortune with their
family. They plan to take
their annual winter trip to
Florida to visit relatives,
and he hopes to purchase
a new car and golf cart.

"We'll be going on a
cruise to celebrate our
40th anniversary and my
kids' birthdays," he said
with a smile. "I told them

The $1 million winner

SEE COAL CITY THEATRE PAGE 2

SEE WINNER PAGE 2
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Attorney Wharrie 
files Super estate 

claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

)SS:
COUNTY OF GRUNDY )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF )
SHAWN B. SUPER, )
Deceased )
Case No.:  2026-PR-71 )

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of
SHAWN B. SUPER. Letters of office
were issued on August 21, 2026 to
DONNA M. PACHETTI, 735 N. First
St., Carbon Hill, IL 60416, as
Independent Administrator, whose
attorney is Larry G. Wharrie, 105 S.
Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416.

Notice is given to all known and
unknown heirs that the estate will be
administered without court supervi-
sion, unless under 755 ILCS 5 28-4,
any interested person terminates inde-
pendent administration at any time by
E-filing or delivering a Petition to
Terminate to the Circuit Clerk.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To E-file, you must first
create an  account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illi-
noiscourts. gov/service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble E-filing, visit
h t t p : / / w w w . i l l i n o i s c o u r t s . g o v /
FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk to your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the office of the Clerk of the
Probate Division, at Grundy County
Courthouse, 111 East Washington St.,
Morris, IL  60450  or with the repre-
sentative, or both, within 6 months
from the date of issuance of letters of
office. Any claim not filed within that
period is barred.  Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and to
the attorney within 10 days after it had
been filed.
Dated: August 25, 2026.

DONNA M. PACHETTI,
Independent Administrator

Larry G. Wharrie
Wharrie Kielian, P.C.
105 S. Broadway, 
Coal City, IL  60416
Phone: 815-634-8990
ARDC #2996146
attylGW@gmail.com

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Sept. 2, 9 and 16, 2026.

Village of Diamond 
petitions for election

available 

Public Notice 
Petitions for Upcoming Election 

2027 Consolidated Election
Notice is hereby given by the

office of the Clerk of the Village of
Diamond, 1750 E Division St.,
Diamond, IL of the Consolidated
Election to be held on April 6, 2027, for
the following office:

One (1) Village Commissioner
position 2-year unexpired term.

Candidate petitions for the
Consolidated Election were available
as of August 25, 2026, at the Village
Hall Monday through Friday between
7:30am-4:00pm.   The first day to file
petitions is November 16, 2026, at
7:30 a.m. The last day to file is
November 23, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. 

Published in The Coal City
Courant, September 9, 2026.

Coal City to hold 
hearing to consider

liquor license

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN

that a Public Hearing will be held by
the Coal City Zoning Board of Appeals
on the Zoning Ordinance on the 5th
day of October, 2026 at 7 o’clock pm.
in the office of the Board of appeals,
Coal City Village Hall, 515 South
Broadway, Coal City, Illinois on the fol-
lowing matter:

To consider: A conditional use
to allow an accessory use at a gas sta-
tion to operate a Class B liquor
license.

At the following address: 725 E
Division St. Coal City.

Legal description of property:
Pin # 09-02-201-005 In Grundy
County, Illinois.

Request for the above appeal
was applied for by Kamlesh Patel.

Said Board of appeals will be at
said time and place to hear all persons
in support of such matter or any objec-
tion thereof.

Persons may appear in person
or by agent.

Dated this 9th day of
September,  2026.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on September 9, 2026.  

Meents Law P.C. files
Tjelle estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF DEREK WADE TJELLE,
Deceased; 
No. 2026 PR 77

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

DEREK WADE TJELLE. Letters of
Office as Independent Administrator
were issued on August 27, 2026, to
Jeni Lynn Tjelle, whose address is 699
W. Trotter Drive, Coal City, Illinois
60416; whose attorney is Meents Law,
P.C., 25158 West Eames Street, Unit
A, Channahon, Illinois 60410. Claims
against the estate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
at the Grundy County Courthouse, 111
East Washington Street, Morris,
Illinois 60450, or with the representa-
tive, or both, on or before March 10,
2027, or if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
Claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney
within ten (10) days after it has been
filed. 

E-Filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To E-File, you
must first create an account with an E-
Filing service provider. Visit
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need
additional help or have trouble E-
Filing, visit https://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp or talk with your
local circuit clerk’s office. If you cannot
E-File, you may be able to get an
exemption that allows you to file in-
person or by mail. Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org. 

Jeni Lynn Tjelle 
Independent Administrator of the

Estate of DEREK WADE TJELLE,
Deceased

Frank J. Meents
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Wednesday, Sept. 9, 16,
and 23, 2026.

Braceville to hold hear-
ing on cargo container,
fence placement rules

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT
VILLAGE OF BRACEVILLE

Notice is hereby given that a
Public Hearing will be held before the
Village of Braceville Planning and
Zoning Board located at the Braceville
Village Hall at 300 South Mitchell
Street, Braceville, Illinois on Thursday,
October 1, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., to con-
sider Zoning Text Amendments filed
by the Village of Braceville to amend
the Village of Braceville Municipal
Code regarding use and placement of
cargo containers and placement of
fences within the Village of Braceville,
Illinois. 

All interested parties are invited
to attend the Public Hearing and will
be given an opportunity to be heard.
Questions or comments may be sub-
mitted orally, in writing, or both.  A
copy of the proposed Ordinance
regarding use and placement of cargo
containers and placement of fences is
on file with the Village of Braceville
and available for inspection during
normal business hours.

VILLAGE OF BRACEVILLE 
VILLAGE PLANNING AND 

ZONING BOARD
Published in the Coal City

Courant on Sept. 9, 2026.

COAL CITY AND neighboring communities of Diamond, Carbon Hill and Goose Lake will be
represented during the 77th Annual Grundy County Corn Festival by four members of the
junior class at Coal City High School. Selected by their peers to represent the community
and Coal City School District in the Corn Festival parade and coronation ceremony are
[from left, seated]: Lexi Dearth and Gianna Carver. And, Paisley Ziech and Morgan
Schnuckel. The queen coronation will be held Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 5:30 p.m. on the

Jackson Street Stage in
downtown Morris. The can-
didates will also appear in
the Corn Festival parade on
Sunday, Sept. 27, as will the
Marching Coaler bands from
Coal City High School and
Middle School.

Braceville to hold hear-
ing for zoning change at

221 N. Mitchell

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a
Public Hearing will be held before the
Braceville Planning & Zoning Board at
the Braceville Village Hall at 300 S.
Mitchell Street, Braceville, Illinois, on
Thursday, October 1, 2026, at 6:30
p.m., to consider the application for
Zoning Map Amendment filed by
Pamela M. Burditt, 221 N. Mitchell
Street, Braceville, Illinois, for an
amendment from the Braceville
Zoning Code.  The applicant wishes to
amend the current zoning from C-3
Commercial to RS-1 Residential.

The above-described property is
located at 221 N. Mitchell Street,
Braceville, Illinois and also identified
as PIN Number 09-25-151-001.  The
property is owned by Pamela M.
Burditt, 221 N. Mitchell Street,
Braceville, Illinois.  The legal descrip-
tion for the above cited property is the
following:
PARCEL # 09-25-151-001
LOT 9 IN BLOCK 3 OF THE ORIGI-
NAL TOWN OF BRACEVILLE
(EXCEPT THE COAL AND OTHER
MINERALS UNDERLYING SAID
PREMISES AND THE RIGHT TO
MINE AND REMOVE THE SAME); IN
GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

A copy of the aforementioned
application may be obtained from the
Braceville Village Hall during business
hours.  All interested parties are invit-
ed to attend the Public Hearing and
will be given an opportunity to be
heard.  Questions or comments may
be submitted orally, in writing or both.

VILLAGE OF BRACEVILLE 
PLANNING & ZONING BOARD

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Wednesday, Sept. 9,
2026.

Meents Law, P.C. files
adoption notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT     

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN RE THE MATTER OF:
ELIZABETH BLANK and
JOSEPH BLANK,
Petitioners
to adopt
HUNTER J. BRYAN, a minor.
No. 2026AD5

NOTICE
TO:   MICHAEL STEWART 

Take notice that a Petition for
Adoption was filed in the Circuit Court
of Grundy County, Illinois. This matter
is scheduled for Summons Return
before the Circuit Court of Grundy
County, 111 E. Washington Street,
Morris, Illinois, Room West on the 28th
day of September, 2026 at 9:00 a.m.
Now, therefore, unless you, MICHAEL
STEWART, appear and file an
Appearance or Response on or before
September 25, 2026, before the Clerk
of the Circuit Court of Grundy County,
111 E. Washington Street, Morris,
Illinois 60450; a default may be
entered against you at any time after
that day and a judgment entered in
accordance with the prayer of said
Petition for Adoption.

Dated: August 24, 2026
Corri Trotter AC

Clerk of the Circuit Court
Ethan D. Chouinard
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois  60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney No. 06329544
E-mail: ethan@meentslaw.com

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Wednesday, Aug. 26,
Sept. 2 & 9, 2026.

Corn Fest Queen candidates
ters with unique perspectives on how one
day changed their lives and the world
around them. 

“Stories like Come From Away remind
us why theatre matters. They give us the
opportunity to remember history not sim-
ply as dates and events, but through the
lives of real people—their fears, their
courage, their kindness, and their human-
ity,” said Jack Micetich, director of the
Coal City Theatre Department. “As we
approach the anniversary of September
11, it is especially important that we con-
tinue to tell these stories so that future
generations understand not only what
happened, but also how ordinary people
chose to respond. The story of Gander
reminds us that even in our darkest
moments, compassion can bring us
together and that an act of kindness can
become a legacy that lasts far beyond the
moment.”

Coal City’s presentation of Come
From Away coincides with the 25th
anniversary of September 11, making this
production especially meaningful. The
director, cast, crew, and creative team rec-
ognize the importance of telling this
story—not only to remember the events of

that day, but to share the extraordinary
compassion and humanity that emerged
in its aftermath.

The story will be told by a 20-member
cast featuring Coal City High School stu-
dents—Cora Armstong, Charlotte Banks,
Bella Bartholomew, Alex Collins, Penny
D’Arcy, Brody D’Orazio, Lexi Dearth, Theo
Fritz, Maxx Kramer, Maddox Meents,
Brady Pierson, Gabby VanDuyne, Cora
Bill, Wyatt Chase, Ty Christoper, Gavin
Clubb, Isabella Palacios, Eathyn Rivera,
Cele Gordon and Jackson Hollis.

Come From Away opens Thursday,
Sept. 10 at 7 p.m., and continues with
shows Saturday, Sept. 12 at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, Sept. 13 at 2 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased in advance at
<http://bit.ly/CCTheatreDept>bit.ly/CCT
heatreDept remaining seats will be avail-
able at the door for $10 per person, cash
only. 

“I truly believe this may be the most
powerful and meaningful 90 minutes of
theatre you will experience. It is a story we
have the privilege of telling, and one we
hope will stay with you long after the cur-
tain falls,” Micetich said. 

Nothing seemed
unusual until the following
day, when they took a clos-
er look at the bills she had
received.

One of the $10 bills
looked peculiar.

At first glance, it
appeared to be genuine
currency. It featured
Alexander Hamilton, the
familiar green-and-black
coloring, a torch and the
words “We the People.”

But a closer inspection
revealed some important
differences.

Across the top, where
a genuine bill reads “The
United States of America,”
the Andrews’ bill plainly
stated: “For Motion Picture
Purposes.”

Andrews pulled a
legitimate $10 bill from his
wallet and placed the two
side-by-side. That’s when
he spotted several other
differences in the

emblems, wording and
fine print.

What his wife had
received wasn’t money at
all. It was a prop bill
designed to resemble U.S.
currency for use in movies
or other productions.

“I don’t think it was
intentional that the clerk
handed out a fake $10 bill,”
Andrews said. “They are
busy and it looked so real
they probably didn’t even
know it had been handed
to them.

“Still, shouldn’t they
be more aware of looking
over each bill before they
accept it?”

Andrews took the bill
to the Wilmington Police
Department and spoke
with an officer. He said he
was told there was nothing
police could do about the
couple’s loss.

He also stopped at a
bank to ask whether
employees had seen simi-
lar prop money circulating
locally. Andrews said he
was told the bank had
heard about fake or prop
$100 bills being passed,
but not the smaller $10

denomination.
For Andrews and his

wife, who live on a fixed
income, the discovery
meant they were simply
out $10.

But Andrews believes
their experience should
serve as a warning, espe-
cially because the prop bill
can look convincing when
mixed among legitimate
currency and exchanged
during a busy transaction.

“There needs to be a
public awareness cam-
paign to be on the lookout
for these prop bills,”
Andrews said during a visit
to the local newspaper
office. “People need to
check their change before
leaving a store and clerks
should check their bills
before accepting them.”

His advice is simple:
Don’t assume a bill is gen-
uine just because it looks
familiar at first glance.

Taking a few extra sec-
onds to inspect the money
going into — or coming
out of — a cash register
could prevent someone
else from learning the
same $10 lesson.

Hometown Storage to 
dispose of property

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-
634-3333 hereby is asserting a
Possessory Lien in pursuant to your
contract and the State of Illinois Self-
Service Facility Act.

Tenant: Anton Manning, 509
Nicholson St., Joliet, IL 60435. Unit
330

If unpaid rental charges, late
fees and associated charges are not
paid for in full by Oct. 30, 2026, the
property within Unit #330 will be sold
to satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Sept. 9 and 23, 2026.

Hometown Storage to 
dispose of property

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-
634-3333 hereby is asserting a
Possessory Lien in pursuant to your
contract and the State of Illinois Self-
Service Facility Act.

Tenant: Joseph Rickenberb,
503 Tolin St., Marseilles, IL 61341.
Unit G-35

If unpaid rental charges, late
fees and associated charges are not
paid for in full by Oct. 30, 2026, the
property within Unit #G35 will be sold
to satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Sept. 9 and 23, 2026.

'Dad's paying.'"
As a result of selling

the winning ticket, Gas N
Wash will receive a $10,000
selling bonus -- one per-
cent of the total prize
amount.

So far in 2026, Illinois
Lottery players have
claimed more than 4.1 mil-
lion winning Lotto tickets,
with total prizes exceeding
$47 million.

Lotto is an Illinois-
only game that is played
three times a week on
Monday, Thursday and
Saturday. Tickets for the
game can be purchased in-
store, online, or on the
Illinois Lottery app.

Coal City Theatre, continued from page 1

Prop money, continued from page 1

Winner,
continued from page 1
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COAL CITY GOLFERS who captured the Seneca Invite trophy include Reed Sulzberger,
McKale Perino, Jaxon Duke, Frankie Ponio, Kory Lovell and Trevor Walker.

Coal City wins
Seneca Invite

The Coal City boys golf
team continued its strong
start to the season with a
tournament champi-
onship and another solid
showing against Seneca
and Morris.

The Coalers captured
first place at the Seneca
Invite held Monday at
Morris Country Club, com-
bining for a team score of
341.

Jaxon Duke led Coal
City with a 79, good
enough for second place
individually. Teammate
Frankie Ponio wasn't far
behind, shooting an 83 to
finish third.

Kory Lovell added an
89 and Trevor Walker card-

ed a 90 to complete Coal
City's four scoring rounds.
Reed Sulzberger and
McKale Perino also com-
peted for the Coalers.

Coal City followed its
tournament victory with
another competitive per-
formance in a three-team
match against Morris and
Seneca.

Only five strokes sepa-
rated all three teams as
Morris finished first with a
168. Coal City was right
behind with a 171, edging
Seneca by two strokes after
the Irish finished at 173.

The result improved
the Coalers to 3-1 on the
season.

Duke again led Coal
City, this time firing a 42.
The consistency behind
him proved important as
Lovell, Walker and Braxton

Krause each shot a 43 to
complete the team score.

Ponio was only one
stroke back with a 44, while
Sulzberger finished with a
48.

Through the two out-
ings, Duke has established
himself as Coal City's early
leader, highlighted by his
runner-up finish at the
Seneca Invite. But the
Coalers have also dis-
played plenty of depth,
with Ponio earning a third-
place tournament finish
and Lovell, Walker and
Krause contributing solid
rounds.

With a tournament
championship already
secured and a 3-1 record in
head-to-head competi-
tion, the Coalers have put
together a promising start
to the season.

Off to strong start on the links

BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

The game of football
often comes down to who
can execute the X's and O's
best.

In the home opener
Friday in Coal City, the
Morris Warriors' execution
was top notch as they rat-
tled off 28 unanswered
points and cruised to a 28-
7 win.

"Great effort, but like
you said, just some of
those big plays we had
opportunities to get off the
field and they were able to
convert on some long pass
plays and some long runs,"
said head coach Francis
Loughran.

The Coaler (1-1)
defense forced a three-
and-out to start and
moved the ball well before
turning it over on downs,
one of three times on the
night.

Morris (2-0) was
plagued by penalties on
their next drive and most
of the night (8-78 yards).

Coal City quarterback
Connor Henline found a
wide-open Logan
Natyshok who outraced
the defense for an 88-yard
touchdown reception early
in the second quarter.

Morris responded just
two minutes later on a 20-
yard touchdown pass from
Marion Persich to RJ
Kennedy.

A huge 58-yard punt
return set up the Warriors'
next score, a 15-yard
touchdown run.

"We got caught some-
times giving them a short
field and they were able to
take advantage of that."

The Coalers turned it
over on downs just before
half and got the ball first in
the third. They were mov-
ing the ball well when a
trick play was blown up by
Morris. Maddox Meents
attempted a pass and the
pressure forced an inter-
ception.

"That was a designed

play call and a situation
where we thought we
might be able to catch
them. It just didn't work
out," said Loughran.

Persich went to work
and on fourth down, he got
the edge and went 40 yards
for a two-score advantage
(21-7).

"The fourth and short,
the quarterback was able
to end up getting to the
outside and scoring on
that. Those types of things

we obviously need to clean
up."

The 6'4", 220 lb. signal
caller didn't make many
mistakes as evidenced by
his 12-for-16 statline for
165 yards but after a Coaler
punt, his pass was under-
thrown and Aiden
Scrogham jumped all over
it for the interception.

An almost eight and a
half minute drive came up
short as multiple carries
were stuffed by the Warrior
front in the redzone.

Persich then put the
game away with a 59-yard
touchdown run, part of a
128-yard night on the
ground. If the Coalers were
able to punch it in, it
would have been a one-
score game, but the execu-
tion wasn't there on Friday.

"That was a part of our
plan was to try and keep
him in the pocket as much
as possible. He's a big ath-
letic player, and he was
able to find a little bit of
space at times and and he

took advantage of it."
"I thought all night

guys up front like Emmett
Easton, Keaton Berta and
AJ McGarvey did a great
job of of playing the line of
scrimmage and trying to
keep him in the pocket as
much as we could."

Henline finished 8-
for-18 for 210 yards.
Natyshok had a big night
receiving with two recep-
tions for 135 yards but was
held in check on the
ground with 32 carries for
just 69 yards.

"They had Natyshok
as a focal point, deservedly
so. We were just unable to
get the ground game going
like we have in the past
and they were able to have
guys in spots and it was
just kind of tough to get in
a rhythm."

Kole Carpenter had
two catches for 48 yards
and a two-yard carry,
Meents added 16 yards on
two receptions and
Scrogham tallied two grabs

for 11 yards and recorded
10 yards on three carries.

Defensively, Cooper
Morris led the way with
seven tackles and Brody
D'Orazio recorded six.
Tyler Phillips and
Carpenter both made five
stops and Tyce Farrell,
Berta, Theo Fritz and
Easton all tallied four.
Ethan Donnelly and
Natyshok both had three
tackles and Meents and
Scrogham both added two
and also in on a stop were
Bobby Rodriguez,
McGarvey and Maxx
Kramer.

"The crowd was great,
kind of felt like a playoff
game. Obviously coming
in, there's a lot of hype
around the game. It's
always good to have that
type of crowd here at
home."

The Coalers travel to
Lisle (2-0) for the start of
Illinois Central Eight con-
ference play Friday. The
Lions are coming off a 42-8
win over St. Edward and
have scored 91 points over
their first two games.

Quarterback Nathan
Garcia rushed for 136 yards
and three touchdowns and
running backs JT
Tumbarelli and Jacob
Aalrust combined for
another 200 yards on the
ground so stopping the run
will be first and foremost.

"They're running that
Power-T offense now with
a lot of misdirection, so it's
going to be important for
us to play assignment foot-
ball. They spread the ball
around. They've got some
big linemen, so we need to
make sure we read our
keys correctly."

Lisle had to cancel
their varsity season last
year due to low numbers
but their junior varsity
squad went 7-2 composed
mostly of sophomores.

The Coalers will be
looking to get their run-
ning game back on track
which opens up the pass-
ing game for Henline and
company.

Missed opportunities, big plays doom the Coalers
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COALERS BRODY D’ORAZIO (left) and Keaton Berta tackle Morris runningback Romero Zdanwic during Friday’s game.

Photo by Amy Walker

COALER LOGAN NATYSHOK runs the ball during Friday’s
game against Morris.

Photo by Amy Walker

COAL CITY LINEMEN Gabe Hamiliton (77), Emmett Easton (62) and Brody D’Orazio (73) block out the Morris defense while
running the Coaler offense during Friday’s game.

Editor’s note: This page was produced for the Sept. 2 edition but
due to an error with the press configuration, a wrong page was
published in its place. Since our team worked hard taking photos
and writing the content, it is being published this week.



Do as we please
BRAIDWOOD— In response to “Nix

With the Fireworks.” No one from
Braidwood wants to be like Naperville
besides the transplants that keep moving
here from the suburbs. If you want
Naperville, move to Naperville. We have a
great community here that is rather lax
and allows their residence to do as they
please.

Golf cart crackdown
BRAIDWOOD— Hopefully the

Braidwood Police will start enforcing golf
cart laws in this town now that the
Braidwood Recreation Club is encouraging
their members to break the law with their
new golf cart entrance.  Nothing like saying
that 800 residents who are members will
be able to ride their golf carts from their
homes into the club using this new
entrance. Um, try more like 10 because
those who live on the other side of the rail-
road tracks can not drive the golf carts over
the railroad tracks to get to the other side.
Apparently the Braidwood Recreation
Club feels that the laws don't apply to
them or their members.  That's why we
stopped our membership several years
ago.  Hopefully the police start writing a
bunch of tickets for illegally operating a
golf cart on an unauthorized roadway or
sidewalk.

Denied justice
WILMINGTON— One more time, a

major reason of increased inflation in 2022
was government money given out to
Americans frivolously by both Trump and
Biden. That furious spending caused sup-
plies of goods to suddenly drop thus prices
for existing goods went up accordingly
with supply and demand. That's
Capitalism, a good thing right? Supplies
across the world were depleted and supply
chains also were disrupted causing even
more price gouging (again Capitalism is
good right?) As far as that (Epstein thing)
again open investigations by law cannot
even be discussed. Of course there are
prominent Democrats in those files, inves-
tigate immediately, who cares? Investigate
all involved in those files. Every party affil-
iation, every political donor, every friend,
acquaintance, Grandfather or
Grandmother. Those hundreds of living
victims are being denied justice given by
law that Trump signed personally last year.
That Constitution thing also demands that
justice is carried out. But ask yourself why
won't he release those unredacted files?
You know why, it's the very first reason you
just thought of. Children were raped,
sodomized and murdered according to
already released snippets of these files.
This blatant cover-up will never go away,
nor should it according to the hard-core
Patriots who fervently wave flags for the
American way. Right?   

Stop the heckling
BRAIDWOOD—Those associated with

the previous city administration just need
to stop heckling our current city officials.
We keep seeing time and time again that
the former city administrator and former
finance commissioner throwing jabs at the
current council members just to be a thorn
in their side. Watching city council meet-
ings online and seeing the comments from
the same three or four hecklers just makes
you shake your head.  The only two civi-
lized members of the previous administra-
tion are the former Mayor and former pub-
lic safety commissioner.  

The narcissist
WILMINGTON—How do you like your

gas prices, your food prices?  So it's not a
war in Iran, so what is it?  Now we have
Lake America, coins with Trump face (be
sure to order yours). Trump needs the
money, (ha, ha) he's destroyed the White
House, what's next, maybe Mount

Rushmore, Yellowstone, Grand Canyon; no
end to this narcissist! Hope you Trumpers
are happy; Canada and the rest of the
world hates us.

Against data centers
COAL CITY—I’m calling about the

data center. The average between 72 and
75 percent of all Americans do not want a
data center in their vicinity. Why is it that
our mayor and our trustees of which I just
read  in the paper all want a raise.  So why
do we want to be stuck with this? Nobody
else wants it. If 72 and 75 percent of all
Americans in the whole United States don’t
want it, why should we get it? Nobody else
wants it. And our house values are going to
be depreciated.

I know why
SHADOW LAKES— This generation of

young children are not as smart as the last
generation. Which up to now previous
generations were always more intelligent
and smarter with more common sense

then previous generations, until now. I
think I know why, if you would like to know
my answer, send it in the Sound Off col-
umn and I will tell you. Dan Hill

Ignored the park
WILMINGTON—So the governor

comes to town to visit the Gemini Giant
(clever headline by the way). What I want
to know is did Pritzker take the time to
drive through the park and see all the dam-
age from the tornado? He was right there
and the park road was blocked off. I bet he
didn’t because he is too busy campaigning
with all his wealth. The man is not in touch
with Illinois communities and its people.

Run by liberals
DIAMOND—Watching an ad on chan-

nel 9 about Darren Bailey being too
extreme for Illinois people. Well he is too
extreme because the state is run by liberal
Democrats. I believe in Darren Bailey. 
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Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line provided to give readers a chance to voice their opinions.
The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right to edit remarks for taste, length, personal attacks, racism,

threatening, calls for boycotts and libel.
The comments stated are the opinions and ideas of the callers and not that of the newspaper.

Information may not constitute the actual events or facts of a particular topic.
Submissions by email to: coalcitycourant@gmail.com with “soundoff” in the subject line or visit

www.freep ressnewspapers.com, or call 815-634-0317. Please state the town in which you are calling from
or in regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water St.,
Wilmington, IL 60481. There can be only one submission of 250 words or less per person during any given
week.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Joe Heller’s original 9/11 cartoon titled “Liberty Laments” is being reprinted from 25 years ago. This cartoon was
drawn and published on Sept. 11, 2001, and reflects the sorrow still felt even to this day. Readers responded requesting copies of this
cartoon. Heller’s newspaper printed 10,000 copies and raised over $100,000 for the Sept. 11 victims fund through the Red Cross.

The national average
price of diesel has reached
a new all-time record high
of $5.85 per gallon, contin-
uing to climb and surpass-
ing the previous record of
$5.82 per gallon set in June
2022, according to
GasBuddy, North America’s
fuel savings platform

While gasoline prices
often dominate headlines,
diesel can have a much
broader impact on infla-
tion and business costs.
Diesel powers much of the
U.S. economy, including
freight trucks, trains, agri-
cultural equipment, and
construction machinery. 

As diesel prices rise,
transportation costs
increase, often leading to
higher prices for consumer
goods and services. 

According to
GasBuddy data, more than
515,000 unique users
reported fuel prices in
August 2026 alone, con-

tributing to one of North
America's most compre-
hensive real-time fuel price
datasets and reflecting the
scale of GasBuddy's highly
engaged consumer driver
community. 

"Diesel is the fuel that
moves the economy, and
when diesel prices reach
record levels, the impact
extends far beyond the
transportation sector," said
Patrick De Haan, head of
petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy. "Higher diesel
prices impact consumers
as rising supply chain costs
increase the price of gro-
ceries, household goods,
deliveries, and countless
other products Americans
rely on every day.” 

Diesel prices have
climbed sharply in recent
months as geopolitical ten-
sions and supply chain dis-
ruptions continue to drive
volatility in global energy
markets. Higher oil prices,

reduced refining capacity
abroad, and tight global
inventories have all con-
tributed to rising diesel and
gasoline prices. As a result,
diesel prices are up over
$2/gal from a year ago
(September 2025: $3.70/gal
diesel). 

The average price of
unleaded gas over the
Labor Day weekend was
$4.29 per gallon.

In Wilmington, gas
prices ranged from $3.94/g
at Circle K to $4.04/g at
Shell.

In Braidwood, gas was
$4.19/g at Casey’s up to
$4.24/g at Marathon.

In Coal City, gas will
cost you $4.49/g across the
board.

Morris is charging any-
where from $3.99/g at
Citgo to $4.07/g at Shell.

Bourbonnais Gulf is
charging $3.96/g while Gas
N Wash is at $4.15/g.

Diesel price hits record high

A full closure will be
required in both direc-
tions of I-55 at I-80 over
two consecutive nights
beginning,  Wednesday,
Sept. 9. The closures are
necessary to safely install
new steel beams on the I-
80 bridge over the
expressway. 

Wednesday, Sept. 9
Starting at 8 p.m.,

westbound I-80 will be
reduced to one lane
between Houbolt Road
and I-55.

At 9 p.m., north-
bound and southbound I-
55 will be reduced to one
lane between Illinois 59
and U.S. 6.

At 11 p.m., the east-
bound I-80 ramp to
northbound I-55 will
close.

Between midnight
and 5 a.m., northbound I-
55 will be fully closed at I-
80.

A detour will direct
northbound I-55 traffic to
exit at eastbound I-80 to
northbound Houbolt
Road and reenter west-
bound I-80 to access
northbound I-55.

One lane on north-
bound and southbound I-
55 will reopen by 5 a.m.,
with all lanes and ramps
open by 6 a.m. Thursday.

Thursday, Sept. 10
Starting at 8 p.m.,

westbound I-80 will be
reduced to one lane
between Houbolt Road
and I-55.

At 9 p.m., north-
bound and southbound I-
55 will be reduced

to one lane between
Illinois 59 and U.S. 6.

Between midnight
and 5 a.m., southbound I-
55 will be fully closed at I-
80.

During that time, a
detour will direct south-
bound I-55 traffic to exit
at westbound I-80 to
southbound Ridge Road
and reenter eastbound I-
80 to access southbound
I-55.

All lanes and ramps
will reopen by 6 a.m.
Friday.

As the I-80 recon-
struction continues, the
public should continue to
expect lane shifts,
overnight lane closures
and significant delays and
allow extra time for trips
through this area.

Full shutdown of I-55
planned over two nights
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Photo by Flotsam River Circus

FLOTSAM RIVER CIRCUS will perform on Monday, Sept. 14, at McKinley Woods – Kerry Sheridan Grove in Channahon.
The free performance is for all ages.

The Flotsam River
Circus will bring its aerial
acrobatics, circus acts,
songs and silliness to
McKinley Woods Kerry
Sheridan Grove on Monday,
Sept. 14.

The outdoor entertain-
ment troupe will perform
on the shore of the Des
Plaines River behind Four
Rivers Environmental
Education Center in
Channahon.

The free, all-ages event
will take place from 5-7
p.m. in partnership with
the Channahon Park
District.

The theme of the per-

formance is what happens
when the world goes awry
and mutant fish take over.
Flotsam River Circus is a
501 nonprofit organization
with the goal of spreading
whimsy, wonder and a spir-
it of possibility.

When Flotsam River
Circus contacted the Forest
Preserve District about per-
forming on the river at the
preserve, it was a unique
opportunity that was hard
to pass up, said Jerome
Gabriel, facility supervisor
at Four Rivers.

“The Flotsam River
Circus is a non-profit
organization that seeks to

bring awareness to the
nation’s local waterways
through art and perform-
ance,” he said. “Being a pre-
serve that is completely
surrounded by water and
on a working river, we felt it
was important for people to
come out to celebrate our
local waterways and all
they offer.”

DBLdawgs Food Truck
will be serving food from 5-
8 p.m. Plan to bring camp
chairs or blankets to sit on
during the performance,
which begins at 6 p.m.

“I hope that families
find a relaxing and fun
evening along the river-
banks while gaining an
appreciation of what the
water brings to our local
community,” Gabriel said.

Flotsam River Circus is
a troupe of musicians, cir-
cus performers and pup-
peteers who travel on a
ramshackle raft giving free
performances in waterfront
towns. Since 2019, the
troupe has covered nearly
3,000 miles of river, per-
forming in 15 different
states.

“Our tours have taken
us down many rivers,
including the Sacramento,
the Ohio, and the
Mississippi,” the Flotsam
website states. “In 2025, we
traveled from Buffalo to
New York City to help cele-
brate the bicentennial of
the Erie Canal. This year, we
are traveling up the Illinois
Waterway from St. Louis to
Chicago. In future years, we
hope to bring our floating
circus to the rivers and
canals of Europe – and
eventually all over the
world.”

Flotsam River Circus drops anchor at Forest Preserve
District’s McKinley Woods for free performance

Chapter GK PEO will have their monthly meeting on
Monday, Sept. 14, at the home of Vicky Weidling. Program
for the evening will be on Wilmington history.

Chapter to meet

The Wilmington
Garden Club will have its
annual Membership Tea
and celebrate its 90th
birthday on Wednesday,
Sept. 16.

The club’s meeting is
scheduled for 1 p.m. at the
Wilmington Park District
315 N. Water St. If you have
an interest in gardening
become a member and
bring a friend.

For more information
call Judy at 815-258-8450.

Garden Club
annual
membership
tea, birthday

Have you taken a
DNA test and won-
dered what your results
can tell you about your
family history? 

Learn how to
understand your DNA
matches, explore your
family history, and use
your results to make
meaningful genealogi-
cal discoveries. 

Whether you are
just getting started or
looking to get more
from your DNA test,
this presentation will
help you take the next

step with confidence.
It will be presented

by Michelle Wilson, an
experienced genetic
genealogist and educa-
tor known for making
complex DNA concepts
easy to understand. 

Attend the pro-
gram Saturday, Sept.
12, at 1 p.m. at the
Wilmington Public
Library District. Sign
up to register by stop-
ping by the library, 201
S. Kankakee St. or call-
ing 815-476-2834.

Program on learning 
your family history 
from a DNA test



Midewin National
Tallgrass Prairie (NTP) in
Wilmington is opening
additional areas to hunting,
starting with the fall 2026
deer hunting season, which
begins October 1.

In previous years,
hunters were restricted to
an assigned zone. Starting
with this fall’s deer hunting
season hunters will no
longer register for a zone
with each visit but will have
access to approximately
17,000 acres that are open
to the public. Maps of the
new areas will be available
at the Welcome Center
located on Illinois 53 just
north of Wilmington.

While the amount of
land available to hunters
has increased, what hasn’t
changed is the necessity for
hunters to follow all Forest
Service and Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) laws and
regulations.

“We are happy to
expand opportunities for
the public to enjoy their
public lands,” said Robert
West, Midewin NTP’s
Prairie Supervisor. “As with
everything we do, safety is
our top priority. Opening
new areas to hunting does-
n’t change hunters’ respon-
sibility to hunt in a way

that’s safe for everyone.”
Deer archery season

runs from Oct. 1 to Jan. 17
with breaks for firearm deer
season Nov. 20-22 and Dec.
3 to 6.

All visitors, including
hunters, are reminded to
park at trailheads and des-
ignated areas without
blocking gates or access
points. All 30 miles of trails
at the prairie are non-
motorized, with 22 miles
being multi-use for hiking,
biking, and horseback rid-
ing and eight miles are
pedestrian only.

The Wauponsee
Glacial Trail, which runs
along the eastern edge of
Midewin NTP, is controlled
by the Will County Forest
Preserve which strictly pro-
hibits firearms, bows and
hunting on its land.

Midewin trails will
remain open through all
hunting seasons. Hikers,
bikers, and horseback rid-
ers are encouraged to stay
on the trails to ensure their
safety. Hunters are remind-
ed shooting is prohibited
within 150 yards of any
trail, building, developed
recreation site, or occupied
area.

Forest Service, IDNR,
and Will County Forest
Preserve law enforcement

will be patrolling the prairie
during hunting seasons to
enforce all county, state,
and federal regulations.

The work of prairie
restoration never stops,
and there may be times
areas of the prairie are
closed to hunting due to
prescribed fire or Forest
Service operations. Check
trailhead bulletin boards or
call the Welcome Center to
find out about areas that
may be temporarily closed.

“We will continue to
evaluate our hunting pro-
gram into 2027,” said West.
“And we will work closely
with IDNR to increase
hunting and fishing oppor-
tunities that are in line with
our restoration goals.”

For the full list of
Forest Service hunting
rules at Midewin NTP visit
w w w . f s .
usda.gov/r09/midewin/saf
ety-ethics/hunting-rules-
regulations-and-guidelines

More information on
hunting in Illinois, to
include hunting permits,
can be found online at
https://dnr.illinois.gov/hu
nting

For questions or tips
please contact the U.S.
Forest Service Tip Line at
618-201-3364.

Midewin NT Prairie opens additional 
areas to deer and turkey hunting

COAL CITY—Lucille DeGulie,
102, of Coal City. The Lord claimed
His servant, Lucille Plese DeGulie
on Wednesday morning, Sept. 2,
2026.

Lucille was born the second
child of John and Margaret
(Berta) Plese on April 15, 1924.
She always felt blest to have been
born on the farm located on the
beautiful Kankakee River and all the
pleasures, events, and friendships that
blest her early years there.

Lucille attended Johnson School, a
one-room country grade school, enjoyed
her years at Reed Custer High School, and
received B.A. and Masters Degrees from
the University of Illinois in Champaign-
Urbana.

Lucille was proud of and deeply grate-
ful to her parents for their strong mantle of
parental guidance which created a
respectful family love, a sound work ethic
and a deep Catholic faith. She loved,
appreciated and relished her six siblings;
they were gifts.

Lucille’s life was enriched by her
teaching profession. She enjoyed the inter-
action with many young people and treas-
ured all the friendships gained from that
profession.

Lucille is survived by her beloved sis-
ters Madonna Orr and Margaret Paoletti,
and many loving nieces, nephews and
cousins.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, her beloved husband, Joseph
DeGulie in 2019, and by her loving siblings
and their spouses: Jim and Donita Plese,
Marilyn and James Tyler, Leo and Ceil
Plese, Dean and Judy Plese; brothers-in-
law: Jack Orr and Albert Paoletti; sister-in-

law and brother-in-law, Freda and
Ghlee Blair. She was also preceded

by her beloved nieces: Clare
Gainey, Suzy Rhodes, Debbie
Plese, and Jacqui Rilea;
nephews: Tony Plese, Dean
Plese Jr. and Greg Dennis and
great-nephew and great-nieces:

Joey Tyler, Margaret Rice and
Lena Mogler.

There will be no visitation, but
family and friends are invited to a

Mass of Christian Burial on Wednesday,
Sept.  9, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. in St. Rose of
Lima Catholic Church, 604 S. Kankakee
Street in Wilmington. Rev. Thomas Logue
will preside and her nephews, Deacon Jay
Plese and Deacon Michael Plese will assist.

For those who wish to participate, the
Holy Rosary will be recited one half hour
before Mass.

Lucille was an active member of
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in Coal City where she cherished
her membership, but per her wishes, Mass
will be celebrated at St. Rose of Lima
Church in Wilmington where she wanted
to receive her final Mass of Christian
Burial, having celebrated all her previous
Sacraments at St. Rose.

Per Lucille’s request, please no memo-
rials. Just light a candle and say a prayer for
Lucille’s soul.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Lucille’s memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Fruland & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory.   

Lucille DeGulie

W I L M I N G T O N —
Patrick Joseph McNulty,
80, of Wilmington,
passed away on Aug.

11, 2026, at Saint Joseph Medical
Center in Joliet. 

Patrick was born in Chicago,
on Oct. 31, 1945, to his parents,
Joseph and Veronica McNulty. He
was a dedicated union pipefitter
who spent many years working dili-
gently and making lifelong friends
along the way. Patrick also spent time in
Vietnam, serving in the Army. 

Amongst his other passions was his
love of helping people. He has literally
given the shirt off his back, and worked on
countless home projects. A more loyal
friend you will never find. Those who knew
him will remember his generous spirit and
comical presence.

One of the last things Patrick said was,
"I love everybody." Although he usually

delivered that message as a prank,
that sentiment was well known to

all who knew and loved him. It
was simply who Patrick was. He
cared about people and usually
found a way to make them
laugh. He will be sorely missed
by his family, friends, neighbors,

and all those fortunate enough to
have known him.

He is survived by his  two chil-
dren: Erin and Megan; his four grand-

children: Bodhi, Sam, Maeko, and Lily; his
two sisters, Leigh and Maripat.

A celebration of life service will be
held at the Moose Lodge in Wilmington,
IL at 32050 W. River Road on Nov. 1, 2026 at
2pm.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
donations be made to Ronald McDonald
House Charities.  

Patrick McNulty
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COAL CITY—Nick Cook, 21, of
Coal City, passed away unexpected-
ly on Monday, Aug. 31, 2026.

Born April 21, 2005, in Joliet,
Nicholas Wesley was the son of
Andrew and Julie (Drager) Cook.
He was raised in Coal City,
attended Immaculate
Conception School in Morris, and
graduated from Coal City High
School with the class of 2023. At the
time of his passing, Nick was employed
as an Operator with ExxonMobil.

Active and athletic throughout his life,
Nick enjoyed a variety of sports and was
always willing to try something new. He
played basketball at both Immaculate
Conception School and Coal City High
School, participated in cross country dur-
ing his grammar school years, was a mem-
ber of the swim team, and especially
enjoyed snowboarding.

Away from sports, Nick found happi-
ness in many of life's simple pleasures. He
enjoyed video gaming with his buddies,
had an impressive enthusiasm for collect-
ing Mountain Dew memorabilia, and
loved being on or around the water, partic-
ularly spending time in the lake. Animals
also held a special place in Nick's heart.
From raising chickens and feeding ducks
as a boy to the companionship he shared
with his beloved dog, Zofie, his gentle
nature was evident in the way he cared for
them.

Those who knew Nick will remember
him most for the kind and thoughtful per-
son he was. He had a quiet determination
and rarely allowed an obstacle to keep him
from moving forward. Though he never
sought the spotlight, Nick possessed an
easy way with people and could strike up a
conversation with just about anyone. He
was genuine, approachable, and a friend
to all, with a sincere belief that people
should simply love and care for one anoth-
er.

Nick could be careful and frugal when
it came to himself, yet remarkably gener-
ous when it came to others. Beneath his
quiet and sometimes complex nature was
a young man who valued uncomplicated

things: time with the people he
loved, his friends, his animals, the

lake, and simply enjoying life as it
came.

Above all, Nick cherished
his parents and his family. They
were at the center of his world,
and the love he shared with them

was immeasurable. In only 21
years, Nick touched countless

lives through kindness rather than
attention, friendship rather than

recognition, and a gentle spirit that made
people feel comfortable simply being
themselves.

His life was far too brief, but the good-
ness with which Nick lived it, and his sim-
ple hope that everyone would love one
another, will remain a lasting part of all
who knew and loved him.

Survivors include his parents, Andrew
and Julie; sister, Emma Cook; maternal
grandparents: Gam’me – Henrietta Drager,
Jerry and Jan Parker and Kathy Kennealy;
paternal grandfather, Jerry (Cathy) Cook,
and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins,
as well as a host of friends.

Nick was preceded in death by his
Papa Ray – Raymond Drager and paternal
grandparents: Sue (Randy) Majdich.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.
Broadway (one block north of Illinois
Route 113) in Coal City on Friday, Sept. 4,
2026 between the hours of 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. A private family funeral services will
follow and cremation rites will be accord-
ed.

Preferred memorial may be made as
gifts in Nick’s memory to Shriner’s
Childrens Hospital Chicago, 2211 N Oak
Park Ave, Chicago, IL 60707.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Nick’s memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and cremation
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves Fruland &
Baskerville Funeral Homes and Crematory
in Coal City. 

Nick Cook

COAL CITY— Betty Davidson
Roberts, age 90, of Coal City, most
recently a resident of The Gardens
at Park Pointe in Morris, passed
away on Sept. 1, 2026 at Morris
Hospital.

Betty was born March 6,
1936, in Harriman, TN, to Charles
and Alice (Ladd) Davidson.
Though she made Illinois her
home, she never lost the Southern
roots that were an important part of
who she was.

Betty was a devoted member of the
Braceville United Methodist Church and
spent many years volunteering at Morris
Hospital. Having once been a caregiver
herself, she understood the importance of
helping others and giving of her time.

Strong-willed and fiercely independ-
ent, Betty was determined to do things her
own way and remain independent for as
long as possible. Her family often joked
that her stubborn streak was probably a
big reason she made it to 90. She was never
afraid to speak her mind and always had
an opinion to share.

Betty was also a wonderful Southern
cook. She loved her recipes and cookbooks
and took great pride in passing along her
cooking knowledge and traditions to her
family. Her kitchen was one of the many
places where she showed her love.

Above all, Betty loved her family. She

is survived by her daughter,
Katherine Rose, and daughter-in-

law, Pam Roberts; her grandchil-
dren: Adam and Kristi Roberts of
Coal City; Michelle Reddinger
and Derrick “D” Wren of Morris;
Alan and Jessica Gabehart, Matt
Gabehart and Katie Gabehart;

her great-grandchildren: Zachary
Reddinger, Samuel Reddinger,

Caleb Reddinger, Haidyn Wren,
Cooper Roberts, Zoe Roberts, and

Keirsten, Kamden and Darcie Gabehart.
She was preceded in death by her par-

ents, Charles and Alice Davidson; her hus-
band, Joe Roberts; her son, Quintin Keith
Roberts; and several brothers and sisters.

Memorial contributions in Betty’s
name may be made to the Braceville
United Methodist Church.

Betty leaves behind a legacy of faith,
strength, independence, family traditions,
and love. Her family will miss her humor,
her strong opinions, her cooking advice,
and the unmistakable way she was simply
Betty.

Services will be announced at a later
date.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guestbook at www.ferrari-
funeral.com

Ferrari Funeral Services are entrusted
with arrangements.    

Betty Roberts

COAL CITY—Carol Morin, 85, of
Coal City, passed away peacefully
on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2026 at her
home.

Born Dec. 6, 1940 in Joliet,
Carol Ann was a daughter of
Ervin and Jenny (Small) Phillips.
She was raised and educated in
Wilmington, and graduated from
Wilmington High School with the
class of 1958. Carol raised her two
children in Coal City and was proud to
see her family flourish by growing to
include her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She was happiest when she
was able to spend time in her yard, tending
to her garden, watching her flowers grow
and being with her canine companion,
Sailor. Carol will be missed deeply by those
she loved and those who loved her.

Survivors include her son, Lenny
(Carrie) Onsen, of Coal City; three grand-
children: Tiger (Jen) Onsen and Cody
Onsen, both of Coal City, and Tony (Rose)
Francisco, of Roselle, IL; two great-grand-
children: Griffin Onsen and New Baby Boy
Onsen expected any day; one sister, Mary

(the late John) Manietta, of Coal City
and many nieces and nephews.

Carol was preceded in death
by her parents; the father of her
children, Leonard "Swede"
Onsen; her daughter, Tammy
Francisco, and two sisters:
Marilyn (Gerald) Krell and Joan

Schumacher.
Private family services will be

held at Braceville Gardner Cemetery
where Carol will be laid to rest with

Swede.
Preferred memorials may be made as

gifts in Carol's memory to Lightways
Hospice and Serious Illness Care, 250
Water Stone Circle, Joliet, IL 60431.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Carol’s memorial page online
through social media.

Services and arrangements have been
made under the direction and care of
Reeves Fruland & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory. 

Carol Morin

Adult Programs
Bingocize, 1-2 p.m.

Every Tuesday starting
Sept. 1. Looking for a fun
new way to be more active?

Bingo + Exercise =
Bingocize®, a health pro-
motion program that com-
bines the game of bingo
with fall prevention exer-
cise. Play bingo with us and
meet new people while
learning about techniques
to reduce falls.  

Tween Programs
Monday, Sept. 14-

Tween Game night-  5:30
p.m. - 7 p.m.  Join us at the
library for the ultimate
after-school mashup. Test
your skills on the highly
anticipated Nintendo
Switch 2 with open multi-
player gaming, or take a
break at our epic Mobile Art
Cart loaded with DIY craft-
ing supplies, stickers, and
markers. Bring your
friends, challenge your
rivals, or just kick back and
create. Open to students in
4th through 8th grade.
Refreshments will be pro-
vided. Registration is
required to save your spot.

Tuesday, Sept. 15 & 22-
Community Helpers
Storytime (Registration
Required) 1:00 p.m. - 2:00
p.m. 275 W. Main St,
Braidwood, on Sept. 15th.
21750 IL-113, Custer Park,
on Sept. 22nd. Join us at the
Braidwood Fire Protection
District for a tour of the fire
station. Meet Sparky, the

fire dog, and listen to sto-
ries read by the firefighters.
Registration is required,
and a caregiver must
accompany their child.
Children  & Toddler 
Programs 

Wednesday, Sept. 9, 16,
23 & 30- (Registration
Required)10 a.m.-10:45

Little Learner’s: Let's
learn our ABCs! "Little
Learners" is a fun, weekly
program where preschool-
ers can master the alphabet
through stories, music, and
a craft. Join us as we explore
the wonderful world of let-
ters, one week at a time.

Thursday, Sept. 10, 17
& 24- (Registration requird)

Toddler Time: 10:00
a.m. - 11:00 a.m. We wel-
come toddlers and their
caregivers to join us weekly
to explore various toys and
sensory materials. Toddlers
can enhance their gross
and fine motor skills, social
interaction, and language

skills. Caregivers must
accompany their little ones
throughout the program.

Listen and Create
Storytime 5:30 p.m. - 6:30
p.m. This program is spe-
cially designed for children
aged 3-8. Every week, chil-
dren can explore new
books and engage in a fun
craft project. Please make
sure to dress in clothes that
can get messy, as the craft
project will involve getting
creative with various art
materials.

Saturday, Sept. 12-
11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Children's Costume
Swap: Halloween is around
the corner! Swap out the
costumes your children
have outgrown for some-
thing new. Stop by the
library to see what you
might be able to find!
Costumes should be in
good condition. Please
make sure the items are
freshly washed.

Fossil Ridge Library calendar

The First Presbyterian Church of Braidwood is hold-
ing a Fall Mum Flower Sale.

These huge 9 inch pots will be delivered to the
church on Wednesday, Sept. 16, and will be ready to
bloom beautifully for your fall decorating.

They are $12 each and are available in orange, yellow,
purple, pink, bronze & white.

Call or text LuAnn Bolatto at 815-790-7134,  Lora
Grant 815-955-9927 or Joyce Bauer at 815-584-7239, by
Sept 9 to order.

Mum flower fundraiser
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Will County’s next free electronics
drop-off event will be held Thursday, Sept.
10, from 5-7 p.m. at the Wilmington City
Hall parking lot, 1165 S. Water St.

Participants are reminded to remain
in their vehicles, show ID by holding it to
the window for staff to see and then allow
staff to remove items without assistance
from each vehicle.

Items accepted include: Televisions,
monitors, printers, computers (desktops,
laptops, notebooks, tablets), electronic
keyboards, fax machines, videocassette
recorders, portable digital music players,

DVD players, DVD recorders, video game
consoles, small scale servers, scanners,
electronic mice, digital converter boxes,
cable receivers, satelite receivers, cell
phones, computer cable, portable digital
assistants (PDAs) and zip drives.

Electronic items contain materials
that can be recycled countless times while
other materials in items are considered
hazardous.

Scrap metal like pots and pans, baking
sheets, car jacks, chains, keys, copper pipe
and wire, door knobs silverware and more.

Electronics dropoff in Wilmington

Dear EarthTalk: Can
plants actually “hear” polli-
nators nearby and open up
accordingly and can we
harness this knowledge to
help pollinators and plants
thrive?

-- Peter B., Bloomfield,
CT

As pollinator popula-
tions face steep global
declines due to habitat loss,
pesticides and climate
change, scientists are
exploring surprising ways
plants may be helping
themselves, as well as their
insect partners, thrive.

Recent research sug-
gests that some plants may
actually be able to detect
the sounds of nearby polli-
nators and respond by
boosting nectar produc-
tion. This discovery opens
up new possibilities for
agriculture, conservation,
and our understanding of
how plants interact with
the world.

Although plants don't
have ears, they can sense
vibrations in their environ-
ment, including sound
waves in the air. 

In a 2024 study,

researchers found that the
evening primrose
(Oenothera drummondii)
increased the sugar con-
centration of its nectar
within just three minutes of
being exposed to sound fre-
quencies mimicking bee
wingbeats. Interestingly,
when the flower petals were
removed, the response dis-
appeared, suggesting that
petals themselves act as
acoustic sensors. 

This form of “hearing”
allows plants to dynamical-
ly adjust their offerings
based on the likelihood of
being visited, effectively
making their nectar more
appealing to pollinators. 

As National
Geographic reported, it's a
fast and targeted response
to a specific ecological cue,
and it's now considered
one of the most direct
examples of plant bioa-
coustics.

More recent studies
suggest that plants can
detect and respond to polli-
nator sounds in surprising-
ly specific ways. Francesca
Barbero, a professor of
zoology at the University of
Turin, explains that “plants
could improve their repro-
ductive success if their
responses drive modifica-
tions in pollinator behav-
ior.” 

Additional studies
have shown that even some
non-flowering plants may
respond to mechanical
vibrations in their sur-
roundings.

A 2025 report high-
lighted new evidence that
even some non-flowering
species respond to
mechanical vibrations in
their environment.

One 2024 working
paper proposed using polli-
nator sound simulations in
greenhouses to trigger nec-
tar production in crops like
berries and tomatoes. This
offers a potential tool for
improving yields without
chemicals.

If developed further,
such applications could
help support pollinators,
reduce pesticide use, and
optimize crop health natu-
rally. Researchers are think-
ing about “sound gardens”
where speakers mimic pol-
linator wingbeats to stimu-
late plants into a more
receptive state.

Scientists caution that
we don't yet fully under-
stand the mechanisms
behind these responses or
how consistent they are in
real-world environments.
Others warn against over-
stating things, as these are
unconscious biochemical
responses.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

Plants can hear with no ears

RECENT RESEARCH SUGGESTS that some plants, such as
this evening primrose, may actually be able to detect the
sounds of nearby pollinators and respond by boosting nec-
tar production.

Veterans from across
Illinois and their families
are invited to Coal City on
Saturday, Sept. 12, for a day
of food, fellowship and
recognition during the 13th
annual Operation Firm
Handshake Veterans
Picnic.

The free event will be
held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at 1500 N. Broadway St. at
the Coal City Area Club.
Organizers bill the gather-
ing as Illinois’ largest free
veterans picnic, bringing
together veterans from all
branches of the military,
active-duty service mem-
bers and their families.

Now in its 13th year,
Operation Firm Handshake
is organized by local
Grundy County veterans as
a way to recognize those
who have served while giv-
ing veterans an opportuni-
ty to reconnect with old

friends and meet others
who share the bond of mil-
itary service.

A pig roast will serve as
the main course, with
refreshments also provided
throughout the day. Those
attending are encouraged
to bring their appetites and
lawn chairs and settle in for
an afternoon of activities.

The picnic will feature
door prizes, a 50/50 draw-
ing, entertainment and a

bean bag tournament.
Organizers are also plan-
ning plenty of activities and
entertainment for children,
making the gathering an
event for the entire family.

Representatives of the
Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
Air Force, Coast Guard and
Space Force are represent-
ed in the event’s invitation,
emphasizing that veterans
of all branches and eras of
service are welcome.

The purpose behind
Operation Firm Handshake
remains much the same as
when the picnic began —
providing veterans with a
place to meet, share stories
and receive recognition for
their service to the nation.

For additional infor-
mation or to volunteer,
contact Fred Gaddis at
(815) 374-0302 or Mary
Gaddis at (815) 351-3125.

Operation Firm Handshake
plans annual Veterans Picnic
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Photo by Matthew Youell

THE BEES WERE BUZZING with joy during a recent visit by the Gemini Giant to a mesmer-
izing flowering canola farm in Woomargama, Australia. This Share-A-Shot photo, along with
two others, were submitted by Matthew Youell who lives in Australia and has a The Gemini
Giant replica from Wilmington. Youell’s other photos of the Giant were taken while visiting
the giant Magpie statue in Euroa, Australia and the Mary Poppins statue in Bowral. “The
giant magpie is named Swoop the Big Barrwarrang to pay tribute to our local Taungurung
Aboriginal people – meaning magpie in their language. The Australian magpie is known to
swoop on anyone to protect their nest and their yodelling melody,” Youell said. “The Mary
Poppins statue commemorates author P.L. Travers’ magical fairytale, where she conceived
the famous folktale as a youth growing up in the town of Bowral.” Submit interesting Share-
A-Photos by email to freepress604@gamil.com.

A Giant adventure Down Under

Members of the
Wilmington High School
Class of 1957 are being
invited to turn back the
clock and spend an after-
noon catching up with old
friends during an upcom-
ing class reunion.

The reunion will be
held Saturday, Sept. 19,
from noon to 4 p.m. at
Nellie’s Restaurant and Old
School Brewery, 110 Bridge
St. in Wilmington.

Organizers say the
gathering will provide
classmates with an oppor-
tunity to see one another
again, renew old friend-
ships and spend a few
hours reminiscing about
their Wilmington High
School days.

A $15 cover charge will
be collected at the door

and includes a meal of
pulled pork, Italian beef,
baked beans and coleslaw.

The invitation is open
to members of the Class of
1957 and their guests.
Reunion organizers are
also asking classmates to
spread the word, particu-
larly to former classmates
who may not have received
an invitation.

Those planning to
attend — as well as those
unable to make the
reunion — are asked to
contact Jim Johnston (815)
476-7572 or  email john-
stonjames132@yahoo.com,
or Marilyn 708-289-5613,
so organizers can get an
accurate count and con-
firm current contact infor-
mation.

WHS Class of 1957
to hold reunion

Join us Sept. 17 at 9:30
a.m. for our ribbon-cutting
and open house at our
Morris location, 1515 Creek
Dr, Morris, IL 60450.

At Hope & Healing
Cancer Services, we pro-
vide a comprehensive
range of cancer care
options designed to meet
your individual needs. Our
team is here to offer sup-

port through every stage of
your journey, from diagno-
sis to recovery.

Hope & Healing
Cancer Services clinic at
1515 Creek Dr, Morris, IL is
led by Dr. Srilata Gundala
and supported by Matthew
Toman, APRN, are now
accepting new cancer
patients.  

Hope & Healing Cancer
Services, now even closer 

The Forest
Preserve of Will County
is hosting Seated Yoga
and Seasonal Sights on
Sunday, Sept. 13 from
11 a.m. to noon at Four
Rivers Environmental
Education Center in
Channahon.

Take part in a 30-
to 35-minute all-levels
seated yoga session fol-
lowed by a 25- to 30-
minute exploration of
the natural world.
Bring water and wear
comfortable clothing.
Ages 12 or older; free.
Register by Sept. 12.

Seated
Yoga at
the
Forest
Preserve
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The leg-
i s l a t u r e
needs to
question its
o w n
I n s p e c t o r
General over
a l l e g a t i o n s
made by
declared sex-
ual harass-
ment victims

In the
past week or
so, three
women have
told stories about their dis-
satisfaction with the way
they were treated by the
state’s Legislative Inspector
General. And it’s clear that
at least three of the four
legislative leaders are
quickly becoming fed up
with the LIG and that
another leader may have
trouble sustaining his
claim that one of his mem-
bers was cleared of wrong-
doing.

You may have seen the
Chicago Tribune story
about an unnamed female
lobbyist who formally
objected to the way she was
treated by Legislative
Inspector General Michael
McCuskey during his sexu-
al harassment probe of
now-former Rep. Harry
Benton. 

The lobbyist sent a let-
ter to the four legislative
leaders at the end of July
claiming McCuskey had
“violated the confidence of
other victims and me,
broke standard investiga-
tive norms, and made inap-
propriate comments” to
her. “Specifically,” she
wrote, McCuskey “shared
the names of the other vic-
tims and other confidential
information about their
cases with me without
prompting, among other
inappropriate statements
and missteps.”

The day after that story
was published, my associ-
ate Isabel Miller reached

out to Laura
Jackson, who
claimed she was
s e x u a l l y
harassed by Rep.
Amy “Murri”
Briel (D-Ottawa)
and made other
a l l e g a t i o n s ,
including how
drugs were pro-
vided to cam-
paign workers.

J a c k s o n
worked on Briel’s
2024 campaign

and then served as Rep.
Briel’s deputy chief of staff.

LIG McCuskey ruled
that her allegations were
“unfounded” and Rep. Briel
said the ruling proved
everything Jackson said
was false and the House
Democrats began unapolo-
getically ramping up sup-
port for Briel in her second
race against Republican Liz
Bishop.

Jackson told Isabel that
she, too, had experienced
some of the same
McCuskey behavior as the
unnamed lobbyist.
McCuskey, she said,
“shared other stories from
other people and their
experiences with [Briel].”

Jackson also said
McCuskey claimed Rep.
Briel was “crazy.” Asked
about that, Jackson insisted
that McCuskey “verbatim
called [Briel] ‘crazy’ and…
was telling me about the
things that they were say-
ing on their side in the
interviews but he definitely
called her crazy to me.”

Jackson said
McCuskey’s stories were
“very validating in a sense
because it was like he was
telling me, ‘Here's all these
other shared experiences,
don't worry.’”

“I don't remember if
he did tell me names [of
other accusers],” Jackson
said. “He spoke about, I
think it was like an environ-
mental lobbyist group that

had a lot of issues with her,
and he told me about that.
He shared with me about a
story I had already
known… about Briel
yelling at one of Pritzker's
staff openly and just like
berating him openly, but I
don't think he told me that
staff's name.”

We reached out to all
four legislative leaders and
showed them Ms. Jackson’s
quotes. Three responded.

I asked Senate
President Don Harmon’s
spokesperson whether the
Briel LIG investigation
should be revisited:
“Central to our ethics laws
is that victims and witness-
es know they will be treated
with respect, confidentiali-
ty and professionalism in
this process. We would
encourage the Legislative
Ethics Commission to take
the appropriate steps to
uphold those standards.”

The Legislative Ethics
Commission is empowered
by state law to request fur-
ther investigation of a case
by the Legislative Inspector
General.

The commission,
which is equally divided
between the two parties,
also has the power to
request an investigation by
the Illinois Attorney
General.

Asked the same ques-
tion about whether the
Briel LIG investigation
should be revisited, House
Minority Leader Tony
McCombie’s spokesperson
issued a one-word
response: “Yes.”

Senate Minority
Leader John Curran also
weighed in: “Yes, the LEC
should reopen the investi-
gation and ensure that all
appropriate steps were
taken, including referring
any criminal activity to the
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.”

House Speaker Chris
Welch’s office did not

respond to a request for
comment.

As a matter of policy,
the LIG does not respond to
news media inquiries
about specific details of
cases.

And then yet another
woman who filed a detailed
sexual harassment com-
plaint against a different
House Democrat a few
years ago sent us a state-
ment corroborating many
of the complaints against
Legislative Inspector
General McCuskey, who
also deemed her allega-
tions “unfounded.”

“His treatment of vic-
tims is unacceptable,” she
wrote. “The LIG kept telling
me he was a federal judge,
and that I made him look
incompetent and ques-
tioned his integrity of
investigating… If someone
really comes forward with a
serious sexual assault or a
big case, nobody should
have to talk to him.”

The legislature needs
to get to the bottom of this.

Rich Miller also pub-
lishes Capitol Fax, a daily
political newsletter, and
CapitolFax.com.

Legislature needs to question its Inspector General

In collaboration with
the Morris Hospital YMCA,
Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers is pre-
senting an important nutri-
tion seminar for individu-
als who take appetite sup-
pressant GLP-1 medica-
tions. 

The free seminar,
“Nutrition Tips for GLP-1
Success,” will be presented
by a Morris Hospital dieti-
tian on Wednesday, Sept.
16, from 4:30-5:30 p.m. at
the Morris Hospital YMCA,
2200 W. Dupont Ave.,

Morris. 
The program is open to

everyone.                  
While GLP-1 medica-

tions can help reduce
appetite, it's important for
people who are taking the
medications to practice
healthy habits through
smart nutrition and practi-
cal lifestyle strategies. 

To register call 815-
705-7358 or go to
w w w. m o r r i s h o s p i t a l .
org/events and select the
nutrition category.          

Dietitian to discuss 
nutrition for GLP-1 users

Catholic Charities'
Mobile Food Pantry will be
distributing food on
Monday, Sept. 21 and Oct.
19 from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
at St. Lawrence Church
(135 Rice Rd. in South
Wilmington) in the church
parking lot (rain or shine).

Catholic Charities and
the Northern Illinois Food
Bank have partnered to
deliver nutritious food

(meat, produce and non-
perishable items) to people
in need.    

The Mobile Food
Pantry will use a “drive
thru” method to distribute
pre-packed groceries. 

For more information
about Catholic Charities,
please visit catholicchari-
tiesjoliet.org.      

Mobile food pantry coming
Monday to So. Wilmington

BY ROSE PANIERI

STAFF WRITER

An emergency sewer
repair on Kankakee River
Drive has been completed
and paid for after a utility
contractor accidentally
damaged a sanitary sewer
main and service line dur-
ing construction work in
July.

The work was per-
formed by Conley
Excavating & Construction
of Morris, which repaired a
section of sewer infrastruc-

ture after a contractor
drilling operation struck
both an 8-inch sanitary
sewer main and a 6-inch
service line.

According to the
invoice submitted to the
City of Wilmington, the
damage occurred July 15,
2026, during utility installa-
tion activities. Conley
Excavating was called in to
complete the repair and
restore service.

The total cost of the
emergency repair was
$8,934.90.

City Administrator
Melissa Wiak informed the
council that the damage
was the result of the con-
tractor’s negligence during
the installation of fiber
optic cable at the site. 

“So, let's just approve
this tonight, and then we
will go after them for reim-
bursement,” Wiak said. 

The payment covers
labor, equipment and
materials associated with
repairing the damaged
sewer main and service
connection.

Emergency sewer repair completed 
following utility line damage
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HELP WANTED

STORAGE

WANTED

Apartment for rent
Newly renovated 830
sq ft. apartment, 2
bedroom, 1 bath.
Located in Godley,
$1,200 a month. Call
Mike for details, 815-
370-6110.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

LOST & FOUND

PETS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

HOME FOR RENT

WANT TO RENT

House for rent:
Braceville/Gardner
3 Bdr, 1 1/2 Bath,
Washer and Dryer.
Attached garage.
Whole house genera-
tor.1st.,last and secu-
rity deposit. Call 815-
405-6134.

Retired woman would
like to rent nice room.
Call 815-458-2050.

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

RELIABLE FARM
WORKER needed full-
time. Duties include
cutting grass, small
engine maintenance
and repair, dog train-
ing and more. Year-
round position pays
hourly wage.
Wilmington. Call 630-
399-4982. 
ch34-36

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. 

Bubbles Cleaning
Service

Dawn Boardman
Business and Home 

Cleaning Service. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, 

monthly. 
Many references 

available. 
Please leave message 

815-661-6180. 

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  WWoorrddss  
PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy

385 N. Second Ave. 
Coal City

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Braidwood - 888 North
English Street, Fri.,
Sept. 11, 8a-4p and
Sat., Sept. 12, 8a -2p
Furniture, boys, wom-
ens & mens clothing,
toys, tools, child bike
trailer, trailer hitch car-
rier, lawn dump cart,
numerous household
items.

GARAGE SALE

CLUES ACROSS
1. Longtime Vogue editor Wintour
5. A Spanish title of respect

10. A way of looking
12. Properly
14. Rolled steel
16. Not down
18. Law degree
19. Consume food
20. Intermediate ecological stage
22. Old world, new
23. Dispense justice
25. Stiff hair-like structure
26. Ethiopia
27. Cool!

28. Father
30. An enthusiastic devotee of sports
31. Holm oak
33. Be united
35. Rattling breaths
37. Supermarket chain
38. Provided with a quality
40. Samoan monetary unit
41. Swiss river
42. Hill (Celtic)
44. Have already done
45. ATM company
48. Syngman __, Korean president
50. Very willing
52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)

53. Food listings
55. Bachelor’s place to crash
56. Big Blue
57. Sports magazine
58. Relating to a place north of south of the

equator
63. Female follower of Bacchus
65. A type of laugh
66. Slovenly women
67. Large jug

CLUES DOWN
1. Boxing’s GOAT

2. Zero
3. Midway between north and

northeast
4. Concurred
5. Added flavor
6. Amount of time
7. Eggs of parasitic insects
8. S-shaped moldings
9. Atomic #45

10. __ d’art: small artistic item
11. A godparent's “kids”
13. Nocturnal burrowing lizard
15. Hit lightly
17. Aircrafts
18. Witness
21. Alluding to something
23. Take to the limit
24. Baglike structure in a plant or animal
27. Start over
29. Administered
32. Romanian monetary unit
34. Unit of liquid capacity
35. Equips with weapons again
36. Disney town
39. Female deer
40. Title of respect
43. A place to go rafting
44. A way to conclude
46. Type of television
47. Georgia rockers
49. Leonhard __, Swiss mathematician
51. Slang for gun
54. River in Bosnia and Herzegovina
59. Bar bill
60. Small, gray-headed crow
61. Frozen water
62. Norwegian krone
64. Commercial

SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

BY BRENDEN MOORE
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — Nearly five years
after construction crews started moving
dirt on the $350 million renovation of the
Illinois State Capitol’s north wing, there
are finally glimmers of light at the end of
the tunnel.

The massive project, which included
a rehab of the Illinois Senate chamber,
construction of a new underground park-
ing garage and conference room and the
creation of a new main entrance with
enhanced security features, will wrap up
“sometime this winter,” Architect of the
Capitol Andrea Aggertt told Capitol News
Illinois in an interview this week.

“We are slightly behind,” Aggertt
said. “As with everything, it’s almost like
we’re on an archeological site. You don’t
know what you’re going to find until you
get into it.”

There’s been progress: The Senate
returned to its refurbished digs on sched-
ule in January 2025. And the $46 million,
435-space parking garage for legislators
and staff opened this spring — more than
two years later than anticipated. Under
the updated timetable, the entire project
will be complete about two years behind
schedule.

Despite overruns on time, Aggertt
said the project, funded by the Rebuild
Illinois capital construction program, is
“within that budget” and they “don’t
anticipate going over that.”

‘Surprises’
Labor shortages attributed to the

COVID-19 pandemic and a scarcity of spe-
cific materials necessary to renovate a 150-
year-old building contributed to the slow-
down, Aggertt said. Not to mention the
weather. Multiple heavy rain events this
summer set the construction timeline
back another several weeks.  And then
there were several unanticipated “surpris-
es” that Aggertt and her team were con-
fronted with as construction progressed.

Among them: The discovery of
wrought iron trusses that were apparently
hidden behind walls for more than a cen-
tury. Their presence was not even
unearthed during the last major renova-
tion of the north wing in the 1970s. But the
trusses, it turns out, play a critical role
supporting the Capitol’s mansard roof.

So, they had to pivot, working around
those structural components and reallo-
cating floor plans while making sure they

would be compliant with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

“There have been things that we did
not anticipate,” Aggertt said. “We also had
staff and members in offices all the way
until the time we started construction. So
that means our first chance to look behind
walls that nobody had seen for 70 years
was at that point, and that also led to sur-
prises that we had to overcome, which I’m
proud to say that the group that we have
working, the general contractors, the sub-
contractors, all the union tradesmen and
women, have done a great job to complete
that.”

Most of the work inside the north
wing is now complete, including the
removal of mezzanines added in the 1960s
and 1970s that subdivided floors with lofty
ceilings. This will result in less office space
in the Capitol but restore the building’s
original look.

Detailing work is done and new car-
peting has been installed with furniture to
be delivered to the refurbished north wing

in the coming months, Aggertt said.
A casualty of this restoration? The

Capitol office of former President Barack
Obama, who served in the Illinois Senate
from 1997 to 2004. Aggertt said it would’ve
been “impossible” to maintain that one
space while gutting everything else around
it.

What’s left?
The renovations of the third through

sixth floors is complete with construction
still wrapping up on the first and second
floors along with the new underground
conference center and welcome center,
Aggertt said.

Work has finally begun on the
removal of the paved north drive. Its tear-
up had been pushed to the back of the
queue so construction crews could utilize
it.

The drive once included parking spots
for senators and staff and was a popular
pick-up and drop-off location, first with
horse-drawn carriages and later cars.

But in an era of heightened security

threats, the drive allowed cars too close to
the building and it will thus be replaced
with a sidewalk that’ll allow pedestrian
access to the building from Second and
Monroe streets.

Security enhancements were a key
consideration in the details of the renova-
tion.

The new north wing entrance, which
will serve as the main gateway into the
building, will feature an attached wel-
come center that will allow the Secretary
of State’s police to screen visitors before
they enter the Capitol itself. There will be
two security lines to better accommodate
large groups and a dedicated drop-off
lane for tour buses on Monroe Street.

The new space will include an infor-
mation desk, a cafe, public restrooms and
a room where visitors can start their tour
of the building with an informational
video.

“Our plan is that when groups do
come into the Capitol building, there
would hopefully be a video or two that
they can watch… about this construction,
maybe the original construction” and
“some of the more notable officials that
have served in the Illinois State Capitol
building,” Aggert said. 

Like any building, the Capitol
requires regular upkeep and maintenance,
Aggertt said. Before this, the Capitol’s west
wing underwent a $50 million renovation
between 2011 and 2013.

Aggertt said there’s no funding allo-
cated yet for future work, but she said the
building’s east wing will need a refurbish-
ment like the north wing within the next
decade. They’ll soon need to replace the
roof of the Capitol dome, which hasn’t had
any major work done on it since the 1970s.

If there’s anything she wants people
to take away from the renovation, Aggertt
said it’s the “beauty of the original archi-
tecture.”

“So, unfortunately, over the last sever-
al decades, mezzanines were added,” and
“walls were painted white,” Aggertt said.
“So we had the cool opportunity to take a
deeper look at all those layers of paint and
determine what was originally there. So
everyone’s going to be able to see that
now.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan news service that distributes
state government coverage to hundreds of
news outlets statewide. It is funded prima-
rily by the Illinois Press Foundation and the
Robert R. McCormick Foundation.

Illinois Capitol renovations set to wrap up this winter

Capitol News Illinois photo by Jerry Nowicki

A NEW SECURE entrance on the north side of the Illinois Capitol is under construction. The
Capitol architect’s office says construction should be done this winter, five years after it
began. 
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BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Lisle (2-1) possessed
the ball for all but 16 sec-
onds in the first quarter of
the Illinois Central Eight
conference opener Friday
against Coal City (2-1).

The host Lions scored
two touchdowns in that
span, but the Coalers made
their possessions count as
they rattled off 32 unan-
swered points en route to a
39-14 win.

"Lisle did a great job
early on hiding the ball. We
had to adjust defensively.
They did a good job keep-
ing the ball away from us by
controlling the time of pos-
session all night," said head
coach Francis Loughran.

"Our offense was
extremely efficient which
helped us. Defensively, we
had kind of a slow start, but
our offense was very good
all night."

A two-yard touchdown
run by Payton
Swartzendruber got the
scoring started, but it took

just one play for the Coalers
to respond as quarterback
Connor Henline connected
with sophomore Maddox
Meents for a 60-yard touch-
down pass, one of five
touchdown drives under
1:30 for the visitors.

"I thought we con-
trolled the line of scrim-
mage offensively with guys
like Brody D'Orazio, Sean
Bergin and Maxx Kramer
among those that really
opened some holes for our
running backs."

"Logan Natyshok had a
very good night so did
Aiden Scrogham with their
limited carries. We had that
big play potential on
offense and I thought our
guys took advantage."

Lisle answered with a
drive that took over seven
minutes as Nathaniel
Garcia broke away for a 14-
yard score. He accounted
for 78 yards, all in the first
quarter.

This time it took just
1:09 for Coal City to tie
things up as Natyshok
scored on a 40-yard run, the
start of 32 straight points

for the visitors.
He added a 10-yard

touchdown run four min-
utes later, part of a four
carry, 72 yard night.

Scrogham punched in
a two-yard score just before
half for a 26-14 advantage
after 24 minutes. Scrogham
made the most of his three
rushes accumulating 50
yards.

Kole Carpenter took
the second half kickoff 78
yards to the house for an
early three-score edge.

"That was good to see.
I thought that was the best
our kick return looked all
year. Great blocks by Ethan
Donnelly and Natyshok,"
said Loughran.

"Carpenter was able to
field the kick and take it to
the house. It's not just
offensively, but special
teams wise, we have some
some very athletic players
that are able to make good
plays at any time."

Back-up quarterback
Tyce Farrell broke away for
a 44-yard touchdown run
midway through the third
which led to a running

clock at the request of Lisle.
"They had only dressed

20 players and had a few
guys get dinged up plus the
heat. I was just happy to
finish the game. I'm glad
that we were able to get
some guys some some
important varsity minutes
and it was just a good total
team effort."

"Farrell did a great job
coming in being able to
score on that long run and
it's good to see a lot of dif-
ferent guys were involved
throughout the night."

Henline completed all
three of his passes to
Meents for 110 yards.

Meents and Donnelly
both had a two-yard run as
the Coalers accounted for
280 total yards. Lisle ran for
217 yards with the majority
coming in the first half.

Defensively, D'Orazio
led a strong effort with
eight tackles and Patrick
Osipavicius was right
behind him with seven.
Ryker Long made six and
Scrogham had five. Tyler
Phillips and Gage Kraus
both tallied four and

Meents, Leriyahn Ocasio
and Emmett Easton all
added three.

Josh Kosch, Cooper
Morris, Carpenter,
Donnelly, AJ McGarvey,
Theo Fritz, Cayden Winke
and Gavin Clubb all record-
ed two and also in on a stop
were Farrell, Keaton Berta,
Alex Carlson, Jakob Phillips,
Cameron Minuth and
Bergin.

"Tough loss week two,
but the guys refocused. It's
good to get that first one in
conference, and now we are
just trying to keep the
momentum going the right
direction."

The Coalers will wel-
come Streator (1-2) to town
Friday for Senior Night.

They were shut out 28-
0 by Reed-Custer last week
and held to just 87 total
yards while giving up 266
rushing yards.

"It's going to be kind of
the same thing for us as far
as getting our running
backs involved with
Natyshok and Scroggs
opening up the passing
game for Henline to hope-

fully find some weapons in
Meents and Braden
Walker," said Loughran.

"Defensively, a little bit
different offense this week,
and our defensive line real-
ly gets it started for us. Guys
like Easton and Berta to
control that line of scrim-
mage and hopefully create
some opportunities for our
linebackers like D'Orazio,
Scrogham and Tyler
Phillips."

Quarterback Sam
LeRette is the focal point of
their offense and contain-
ing him will be key so
Carpenter and Morris in the
secondary will have a chal-
lenge with the Bulldogs'
athletic receivers.

Last week, the heat
greatly affected the practice
schedule for area teams so
a return to normalcy will be
welcome for the Coalers.

"We were after school
inside one day, in the
morning another day, and
another day outside with
no equipment so hopefully
we can get back in that rou-
tine and just get our consis-
tency back."

Quick strike Coalers too much for Lisle

Photo by Amy Walker

COAL CITY’S Brody D’Orazio (left), AJ McGarvey (30) and Emmett Easton take down the Lisle ball carrier during Friday’s
game. The Coalers won 39-14 and will host Streator on Friday.

Photo by Amy Walker

COAL CITY QUARTERBACK Connor Henline looks to a
pass during Friday’s game against Lisle. Henline threw for
110 yards total.

It wasn’t just the com-
petition the Coal City girls
tennis team had to over-
come during its home
quadrangular.

With temperatures
hovering near 100 degrees,
the Lady Coalers endured
the heat while piling up 16
victories to easily claim first
place over Princeton,
Rockford Christian and
Mendota.

Coal City nearly dou-
bled the total of runner-up
Princeton, which finished
with eight wins. Rockford
Christian was third with
seven, followed by
Mendota with five.

The Coalers were espe-
cially dominant in the No. 2
and No. 3 singles positions
and the top two doubles
flights, going undefeated in
all four.

Kayla Stalter turned in
one of the strongest per-
formances of the day at No.
2 singles, finishing 3-0
while surrendering only six
games. She defeated
Princeton’s Daphnie Grant
10-1, Rockford Christian’s
Addie Graf 10-4 and

Mendota’s Leah Henkel 10-
1.

Freshman Charly Gray
was equally impressive at
No. 3 singles. Gray
improved her strong start
to the season with three
victories, defeating
Princeton’s Kaylee Tanner
and Mendota’s Sam Tunk by
identical 10-2 scores. She
closed with a 10-1 victory
over Coal City teammate
Lauren Jacovec.

At No. 1 singles,
Melody Leman went 2-1
and was involved in one of
the most competitive
matches of the tourna-
ment.

Leman opened with
back-to-back 10-5 victories
over Mendota’s Emily
Sondgeroth and Princeton’s
Karlie Schultz before facing
undefeated Aurora Yeung of
Rockford Christian.

The two battled
through a number of
lengthy deuce points
before Yeung eventually
pulled away for a 10-5 vic-
tory. Yeung went undefeat-
ed in the quad, but Leman’s
two victories added impor-

tant points to Coal City’s
winning total.

Coal City’s doubles
teams were even tougher.

Kyla Stark and Lanie
Winke swept the No. 1 dou-
bles competition without
allowing an opponent to
win more than three games.
They defeated Mendota’s
Emily Diaz and Parker
Stavropoulus 10-3 and
Princeton’s Ava Munson
and Anna Ellis 10-2.

Stark and Winke saved
their most dominant per-
formance for last, blanking
Rockford Christian’s Avery
Malcolm and Alyssa
Meyers, 10-0, to complete
their perfect 3-0 day.

Aubrey Jensen and
Vanna Liebermann also
went undefeated at No. 2
doubles. The Coaler duo
posted matching 10-3 vic-
tories against Mendota and
Princeton before finishing
with a 10-6 win over
Rockford Christian’s Grace
Li and Olivia Vang.

Coal City received two
more victories from
Brooklyn Adams and
Adyson Planeta at No. 3

doubles. They defeated
Mendota’s Karla Ascensio
and Mallory Beck 10-4
before falling 10-1 to
Princeton’s Piper Hansen
and Izabelle Luft.

Adams and Planeta
bounced right back in their
final match, defeating
Rockford Christian’s
Emerson Lara and Johanna
Flores 10-4 to finish 2-1.

All told, Coal City’s pri-
mary lineup went 16-2 on
the day, with four positions
— Stalter at No. 2 singles,
Gray at No. 3 singles, Stark
and Winke at No. 1 doubles
and Jensen and
Liebermann at No. 2 dou-
bles — completing perfect
3-0 performances.

Doing it under swelter-
ing conditions made the
championship showing
even more impressive as
the Coalers continue to
build momentum early in
the season.

Team standings: Coal
City 16, Princeton 8,
Rockford Christian 7,
Mendota 5.

Coalers beat the heat, dominate home quad

Photo by Amy Walker

ON THE BALL for the Coal City tennis team is Vanna Liebermann who plays #2 doubles
with partner Aubrey Jensen

Coal City Middle School’s eighth-
grade softball team made quick work of
Peotone on Monday, Aug. 31, rolling to a
13-0 victory in four innings.

The Coalers jumped on the Blue
Devils from the start, scoring six runs in
the bottom of the first inning. They added
one in the second before putting the game
away with another six-run outburst in the
third.

Coal City finished with nine hits while
taking advantage of eight walks. The
Coaler defense played error-free ball,
while pitchers H. Caise and R. Padavano
combined to limit Peotone to just one hit.

Padavano helped her own cause at the
plate, going 2-for-3 with three RBIs and
two runs scored.

G. Colabuona also had a big day, fin-
ishing 2-for-2 with an RBI, while K. Cuddy
went 1-for-1, scored twice, drove in a run
and drew two walks.

E. Munsell had a hit, an RBI and
scored once, while A. Hines drove in two

runs. R. Watson added a hit, RBI and run
scored, and R. Kargle contributed a hit and
scored once.

H. Fisher drove in two runs, while R.
Aldridge scored twice and H. Caise crossed
the plate three times. The Coalers totaled
13 runs on nine hits and drew eight walks.

Caise was dominant in the circle dur-
ing her two innings of work. She didn't
allow a hit or walk while striking out four of
the six batters she faced.

Padavano took over for the final two
innings and was nearly as effective, sur-
rendering just one hit with no walks while
striking out two.

Together the Coal City pitchers faced
only 12 batters over four innings, allowing
one hit and no walks while striking out six.
Caise was credited with the victory.

It was a complete performance for the
Coalers, who combined strong pitching
with an offense that scored in each of its
three trips to the plate.

Coalers blank Peotone, 13-0
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It was a productive
week for the Coal City vol-
leyball team as the Lady
Coalers played seven
matches over five days,
winning five and improving
to 9-4 overall.

Coal City opened the
week Tuesday by kicking off
Illinois Central Eight
Conference play with a
convincing 25-19, 25-14
victory over Lisle.

The Lady Coalers
improved to 5-2 overall and

1-0 in the conference
behind a balanced effort at
the net and service line.

Ashlyn Siron directed
the offense with 11 assists,
while Averie Hodgen led
the attack with seven kills.
Margaret Carlson and Leah
Aldridge added three kills
apiece, Darcie Ladas had
two and Lilly Gerrish con-
tributed one.

Aldridge led Coal City
at the service line with 12
points. Ladas collected

seven service points,
including three aces, while
Alivia Waliczek had six
points and an ace. Carlson
added four points and an
ace.

Olivia Ferrari anchored
the defense with five digs,
while Aldridge and Siron
had four apiece.

Coal City was back on
its home court Thursday
and had to rally after drop-
ping the opening set
against Streator.

The Coalers did just
that, bouncing back for a
19-25, 25-16, 25-22 victory
to improve to 6-2. Siron
recorded 19 assists, nine
digs and two aces, while
Ladas powered the offense
with 12 kills to go along
with seven digs and a solo
block. Aldridge contributed
nine digs.

From there Coal City
headed to Villa Park for the
Willowbrook Tournament,
where the Coalers packed
five matches.

Coal City opened tour-
nament play Friday against
host Willowbrook. The
Coalers stayed within strik-
ing distance but fell in
straight sets, 25-18, 25-21.

Coal City then pushed
Glenbard South to three
sets. After dropping the
opener 25-21, the Coalers
answered with a 25-19 vic-
tory to force a deciding
third set. Glenbard South
took control in the finale,
winning 15-2 to hand Coal
City its second loss of the
day.

The Lady Coalers did-
n't let the two setbacks
spoil their tournament.

Coal City rebounded
against Trinity, winning a
tight two-set match 25-20,
29-27, and carried that
momentum into Saturday.

The Coalers opened
Saturday with a dominant
25-11, 25-22 victory over
West Chicago before finish-
ing their tournament with
another straight-set victory,
defeating Glenbard North
25-20, 25-19.

The three consecutive

tournament victories
allowed Coal City to close
out the week at 9-4 overall
and 2-0 in the Illinois
Central Eight Conference.

Siron was a key piece of
the Coal City offense
throughout the
Willowbrook Tournament,
totaling 74 assists while
adding 23 service points,
six aces and 20 digs.

Aldridge was the

Coalers' leading hitter dur-
ing the tournament with 34
kills while contributing 25
digs. Ladas totaled 19 kills,
three blocks, 35 service
points, seven aces and 16
digs, while Hodgen finished
with 19 kills, 22 service
points, two aces and 22
digs.

Carlson added 17 kills,
three blocks and 12 service
points, while Ferrari led the

back-row effort with 29
digs.

Coal City also received
26 assists from Avery Male,
10 digs from Rese Symons
and four kills and a block
from Avery Hines during
the tournament.

Coal City has a big
match on Thursday when
Manteno, who is leading
the conference, comes to
town.

Lady Coalers battle through busy week

Photo by Amy Walker

LADY COALER Darcie Ladas leaps for the ball at the net on Thursday. Ladas led the offense
with 12 kills.

Photo by Amy Walker

LADY COALER Margaret Carlson bumps the ball during
Thursday’s game against Streator. Coal City will host
Manteno on Thursday.

Photo by Amy Walker

LADY COALER Ashlyn Siron sets the ball during Thursday’s
game against Streator. Siron had a total of 19 assists.

The Coal City
freshmen volleyball
team finished 2nd in
the Bradley-
B o u r b o n n a i s
Community High
School Freshmen
Invite.

They won 1st in
their pool defeating
the home team
BBCHS 25-11; 25-15
and Tri-Point 25-8;
25-11. They faced
G a r d n e r - S o u t h
Wilmington in the
championship to fall
in a heartbreaker 11-
25; 24-25.

The matches
from the weekend
move the Coalers’
record to 5-2 overall
for the season.

Coal  City 
freshmen
finish 2nd
at invite

The Coal City Coalers boys soccer
team picked up an important 2-1 confer-
ence victory over Streator Thursday night,
improving their season record to 4-2.

Nick Pfeiffer led the way offensively
for the Coalers, scoring one goal and
adding an assist. Coal City’s second goal
came late in the second half when Cam
Schott found the back of the net for the
game-winner in his varsity debut.

Carter Nicholson turned in a strong
performance in goal, recording seven
saves while also contributing an assist to
the Coal City attack.

The Coalers battled throughout the
night and held on for the 2-1 victory, earn-
ing their fourth win of the season.

Coal City will return to action next
week when they travel to Beecher follow-

ing the long weekend
On Monday night, Coal City soccer

fought through injuries and sickness and
played a solid game but came up short to
Lisle 4-3. 

Creed Macaluso had 2 goals, with Nick
Pfeiffer adding 1.  Carter Hollis had all 3
assists on the night. 

Coal City travels to Beecher on
Wednesday for a 4:30 p.m. nonconference
contest.

The schedule picks up again the fol-
lowing week when the Coalers travel to
Reed-Custer on Tuesday, Sept. 15, for a 6
p.m. conference match before hosting
Manteno on Thursday, Sept. 17, at 6 p.m.

Coal City soccer rebounds
with a victory over Streator

Photo by Amy Walker

COALER AJ KENNEY hustles to gain control of the ball during Thursday’s game.

Photo by Amy Walker

COAL CITY’S Wyatt Homerding plays defense against Streator opponent during
Thursday’s game. Coal City plays at Beecher tonight.
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