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September is Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month, 30
days set aside to advocate for
kids to increase awareness and
raise funds. For Megan Bugg,
every day was a day to boost
awareness and funding.

Through her efforts,
Megan raised $1.7 million to
support childhood cancer
research and gave a much
needed voice to childhood
cancer advocacy.

In the words of her father,
Kent Bugg, in Megan’s perfect
scenario childhood cancer
would receive the same
amount of attention that adult
cancers, like breast cancer
receives every October. 

Every 36 minutes a child is
diagnosed with cancer in the
United States.

It was in late December
2014 when Megan was diag-
nosed with Stage 4 Alveolar
Rhabdomyosarcoma. Megan
would go on to endure 150
weeks of chemotherapy and
200 radiation treatments,
numerous surgeries and hos-
pital stays and in that time
she found there was little

being done to find less toxic
and more effect treatments for
kids. In fact just 4% of total
cancer funding by the federal
government is directed is
directed to childhood cancer
research. 

“Thanks to the efforts of
advocates like Megan,
progress is being made
towards less toxic and more
effective treatments for child-
hood cancer...but we have to
keep pushing,” Kent Bugg said. 

Following Megan’s death
in March, her family estab-
lished the Megan’s Mission
Foundation, a non-profit  ded-
icated to honoring Megan’s
goal of ending childhood can-
cer through advocacy,
research and scholarship. 

Megan’s efforts to fund
research projects resulted in
the establishment of the
Megan Bugg Global
Rhabdomyosarcoma Research
Lab at the Children’s Cancer-
Therapy Development

Go gold
for kids

SEE GOLD, PAGE 2

Photo by Ann Gill
IT WAS A good night for a high school football game and the crowd turned out in mass at Dzuris Stadium to cheer on the Coalers.
The student section was loud and proud as the Coalers racked up the points taking the victory 30-6 over the visiting Irish of
Bishop MacNamera on Friday, Sept. 2. Adding to the excitement of the game were the cheers led by the Coaler cheer squad  and
school song being played by the Marching Coaler Band. The Coalers will be on the road this week as they head to Wilmington as
they take on the Wildcats in the first conference game of the season. 

This is the second in a series of
stories focused on Illinois’ SAFE-T Act.

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Grundy County State’s Attorney
Jason Helland estimates three-
fourths of his county’s jail population
will be released from custody on the
first day of 2023.

A happy new year for law break-
ers, as on that day—Jan. 1, 2023,—
cash bail will be eliminated “for near-
ly every conceivable circumstance
under the law in the state,” according
to Helland.

The abolishment of cash bail in
Illinois was included in a comprehen-
sive criminal justice bill known as the
SAFE-T Act that was signed into law
in February 2020. 

As of January 1, anyone charged
with a crime is eligible for pre-trial
release, meaning judges may no
longer order upfront payments of
bond in order for defendants to be
released from custody. 

In order for an offender to be
detained prior to trial, Helland said
prosecutors will be required to file a
verified petition with the court that
outlines the reasons why an individ-
ual should be held without bond. 

“Under the Safe-T Act, the bur-
den to detain individuals is signifi-
cantly higher procedurally,” the
State’s Attorney said. 

Simply filing a petition won’t
keep someone in custody, he said.

The petition must prove  clear
and convincing evidence exists that a
crime was committed and the defen-
dant poses a specific and present

danger to a specific individual and
that no conditions of pre-trial release
can mitigate the threat or prevent the
offender from fleeing the jurisdiction.

“If individuals commit an offense

and we are required to prove they
committed the offense by clear and
convincing evidence, in some cir-
cumstances we will have to immedi-
ately release the individual as we are
not going to have enough informa-
tion to detain them under that higher
standard,” said Helland.

He went on to say, prosecutors
will have little time to prepare such
labor intensive motions requiring
high evidentiary standards that were
not in place before. 

In conversations with other
state’s attorneys, Helland said many
are prepared to go before their coun-
ty board to seek additional staffing
due to the implementation of the law
when it comes to bond court hear-
ings.

The changes to the law will allow
the defense to call a victim as a wit-

ness at the detention hearing, and
“That is a very problematic proposi-
tion,” Helland said, providing an
example.

“If law enforcement has a
domestic violence victim who’s been
suffering from an offender’s violent
hand for a period of time and they
have not reported the previous vio-
lence out of concern for their safety
or the safety of their children, we may
have less victims come forward on
domestic violence complaints
because the judge will have the dis-
cretion to call the victim at the deten-
tion hearing and that is not a good
thing for the state.”

In another example of how the
changes to the law will impact the
community, he posed the concept of

Elimination of cash bail coming in the new year
“THE INDIVIDUALS IN OUR

COUNTY JAIL DESERVE TO BE
IN COUNTY JAIL PRIOR TO TRIAL

AS A SAKE OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 
WE HAVE DEEMED THESE

INDIVIDUALS AS A DANGER
AND THEY SHOULD BE

INCARCERATED.”

JASON HELLAND
GRUNDY COUNTY
STATE’S ATTORNEY

SEE CASH BAIL, PAGE 2
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Coal Bin to dispose
of property

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that pursuant
to Section 40 of the Self-Storage Facility
Act, State of Illinois, a sale or other disposi-
tion of property by Coal Bin Storage, Inc.,
will be held online at www.BID13.com, auc-
tion ending on Sept. 14, 2022,1 p.m., to sell
or dispose of the personal property of the
following person, Ruth Garcia,1925 E.
Division St. Coal City, IL 60416, Unit E11 to
enforce a lien for storage pursuant to the
self-storage facility act, in the amount of
$320  plus attorney fees and costs.

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Aug. 31 & Sept. 7, 2022.

Coal Bin to dispose
of property

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that pursuant
to Section 40 of the Self-Storage Facility
Act, State of Illinois, a sale or other disposi-
tion of property by Coal Bin Storage, Inc.,
will be held online at www.BID13.com, auc-
tion ending on Sept. 14, 2022,1 p.m., to sell
or dispose of the personal property of the
following person, Stephanie Barkley, 340
S. Will Rd. Diamond, IL 60416, Unit C55 to
enforce a lien for storage pursuant to the
self-storage facility act, in the amount of
$335  plus attorney fees and costs.

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Aug. 31 & Sept. 7, 2022.

Berrong applies for 
name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In re the Petition to 
Change the name of:
Jasmin Kay Berrong
to Andrew Del Berrong
No. 22 MR 26

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned, Jasmin Kay Berrong shall
appear in Grundy County Court, 111 E.
Washington Street, Morris, Illinois 60450
on the 30th day of September, 2022 at
8:45 a.m. before the Judge assigned to
hear said matter and then there present a
Petition requesting the name of Jasmin
Kay Berrong be changed to  Andrew Del
Berrong.

Signed: Jasmin Kay Berrong
Published in the Coal City Courant

on Aug. 24 and 31 and Sept. 7, 2022.

Notice of Foreclosure of 804 2nd Avenue

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 2017-3, U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
INDENTURE TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
ALYSSA F SANCHEZ, TIMOTHY J CHESKIE, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE,
CITY OF MORRIS, ASSOCIATED BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS GENERALLY, AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, DEFENDANTS. 
2022FC40. 
Property address: 804 2nd Avenue, Morris, IL 60450

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is hereby given to:

Timothy J Cheskie, Alyssa F Sanchez and Unknown Owners, and Non Record Claimants,
Defendants in the above-entitled action, that a Complaint for Foreclosure and Other Relief
has been commenced in the Circuit Court of Grundy County, by said Plaintiff against you
and other defendants, praying for the foreclosure of certain mortgages conveying the prem-
ises legally described as follows:

LOT 14 IN BLOCK 12 IN THE MORRIS INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION SUBDIVI-
SION NUMBER 2, PART OF THE EAST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 7, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

P.I.N.:  05-03-180-011-0000
COMMON ADDRESS:  804 2nd Avenue, Morris, IL 60450
And which mortgages were made by Alyssa F Sanchez, as Mortgagor(s); and given

to Argent Mortgage Company, LLC as Mortgagee; to wit: that certain "Mortgage" dated (a)
10/25/2004, and recorded as Document No.442795, that Summons was duly issued out of
said court against you as provided by law, and that the said Complaint is now pending for
foreclosure of said mortgages and for other relief.

Now, therefore, unless you Timothy J Cheskie, Alyssa F Sanchez and Unknown
Owners, and Non Record Claimants, file your Appearance and Answer to the Complaint in
said action in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Grundy County, Chancery
Division, on or before September 23, 2022, default may be entered against you at any time
after that day and a judgment entered in accordance with the prayer for relief in said
Complaint.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Kluever Law Group, LLC
225 West Washington Street Suite 1550
Chicago, IL 60606
(312) 236-0077 
courtresults@klueverlawgroup.com
Atty. No. 6275308
8130-926406

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, August 24, 31 and September 7,
2022.

Institute [cc-TDI]. 
On Saturday, Sept. 10, the

Bugg Family will host a garage
sale to support the work tak-
ing place at the research lab. 

The Bugg garage is filled
with items including dona-
tions from friends and family

so there are plenty of treasures
to take home from the sale.

Sports memorabilia, a
scooter, household items, yard
equipment, clothing and so
much more will be sold and all
funds received will go directly
to cc-TDI. The sale runs from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 693 Trotter
Dr., Coal City. 

The garage sale is just one
of several events taking place
this month that supports
Megan’s mission.

The second annual 5K
run/walk will be held
Saturday, Sept. 17 in conjunc-
tion with the village of Coal
City’s Fall Fest.

The race will get under-
way at 6 p.m. in the 700 block
of S. Broadway in Coal City.

Babe’s Tap will serve as the
host location for the run that
will take participants south on
Broadway to Reed Road and
then back north into the vil-
lage. 

The cost to participate is
$35 for in-person participa-
tion or $40 for the virtual run.
Registration can be completed
on-line at
runsignup.com/RaceIL/CoalC
ity/MegansMission.

“Megan always had faith
in the inherent good in peo-
ple, and in her mind, if people
were just made award of the
torture, pain and agony
caused by childhood cancer
they would surely move heav-
en and earth to demand a
cure,” said Kent Bugg.

Later in the month, Kent
and Debbie Bugg will be in
Washington, D.C. to partici-
pate in CureFest, a multi-day
event to raise awareness.

Kent has been invited to
speak at this year’s event,
something Megan did at prior
year events. 

“If Megan were still with
us, I know that she would be
fighting harder than ever for
all kids past, present and
future who have been or will
be impacted by childhood
cancer. Now it’s out turn to
fight for Megan’s legacy and all
of the kids she represented,”
Kent Bugg said. 

Courtesy photo

COAL CITY INTERMEDIATE School Students of the Week for this
week are (from left) Anthony Venegas, Lily Harding, Canon Wills
and Emmy Vigna.

Students of the Week

AUBREY RHODES
Elementary School

LINCOLN WREN
Elementary School

MASON WREN
Elementary School

DYLAN PERINO
Elementary School

AUBREE LICCARDI
Elementary School

JACK CONNOR
Elementary School

ADDILYNN
MCCANN

Elementary School

GWENIVERE
LITTLE

Elementary School

DUNCAN ALCALA
Elementary School

MALAKI RIOS
Elementary School

SEBASTIAN 
KRAWCEWICZ

Elementary School

NOVAH 
RUTHERFORD

Elementary School

BEAU CRYDER
Elementary School

Courtesy photo

COAL CITY INTERMEDIATE School Students of the Week for the
week of Aug. 29 were (from left) Vesper Yarshen, Roland Novak,
Brantley Brooks and Lenie Opyd.

an individual charged with
driving under the influence—
a repeat offender. Although
the driver poses a threat to
society as a whole, they are
not a threat to a specific indi-
vidual and hence his office
could not file a verified peti-
tion. 

And, in the case where an
individual commits the crime
of murder against a family
member, but there is no indi-
vidual who is receiving a spe-
cific threat at the time they
likely would not be detained.

The list of examples goes
on.

For a county that witness-
es a number of drug traffick-
ing crimes along its inter-
states, Helland said the
offenders in those crimes will
not be detained due to the
verified petition require-
ments.

“Just think about that.
[An individual] could have
enough fentanyl in a vehicle to
kill the entire community and
the prosecution will not have a

verified petition to detain that
individual in good faith,” he
said. 

The state’s attorney does
not look forward to the day
when he and his staff are
forced to tell a victim’s family
that the offender in the case
can not be detained. 

Helland addressed the
elimination of cash bail dur-
ing a press conference he
called in conjunction with
Grundy County Sheriff Ken
Briley.

As the calendar year
begins to wind down, the two
feel it’s important for county
residents to understand the
forthcoming changes to the
law.

A law, the state’s attorney
said, is vague, had little to no
legislative debate and there-
fore passed without a legisla-
tive history to guide those
charged with carrying it out. 

Of the 102 state’s attor-
neys in the state, Helland said
98% do not support the
changes that come with elimi-
nation of cash bail.

The changes to the law
further provide measures to

assure those detained prior to
trial are in front of a jury with-
in 120 days, which can be
tricky. 

Especially, Helland said,
in cases where major crimes
occur and evidence needs to
be processed. 

There are so many provi-
sions to the new rules, and
that is why Helland and Briley
want the public to understand
what the changes are and how
it will impact the county mov-
ing forward. 

“One major misnomer
that I’ve heard among talking
to people in the community is
there is going to be no conse-
quences for criminal actions
in the state of Illinois after Jan.
1. That is not accurate,  indi-
viduals once they plead guilty
or are found guilty of an
offense they will be held
accountable and sentenced
accordingly,” Helland said.

So what about those cur-
rently being held on bond?

In the final weeks of
December, Helland said coun-
ty courtrooms will be busy
with exoneration of bond
hearings where the court will

determine if someone fits the
criteria, as of Jan. 1, to remain
detained.

These hearings will
require his staff to present to
the court the reasons for keep-
ing an individual behind bars. 

The current jail log
includes individuals charged
with armed violence, drug
trafficking, murder and
attempted murder, aggravated
domestic battery, armed vio-
lence, aggravated criminal
sexual assault and possession
of firearms.

“When you take a look at
who’s in custody we’re not
exactly dealing with the JV
squad here,” Helland said.
“The individuals in our county
jail deserve to be in county jail
prior to trial as a sake of public
safety. We have deemed these
individuals as a danger and
they should be incarcerated.”

Helland and others would
like to see the General
Assembly revisit the law and
re-address bail reform and
that is the topic for the next in
our series on the SAFE-T Act.

Little Joe’s files as
new business

LEGAL NOTICE
Assumed Name

Publication Notice
Public Notice is hereby given that on

Aug. 16, A.D. 2022, a certificate was filed
in the Office of the County Clerk of Grundy
County, Illinois, setting forth names and
post-office addresses of all of the persons
owning, conducting and transacting the
business known as Little Joe’s, located at
2695 E. Division St., Coal City, IL 60416.

Dated this 16th day of August, A.D.,
2022.
Kay T Olson, Grundy County Clerk

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Aug. 24 & 31 and Sept. 7, 2022.

Attorney Black files 
Borger estate claim 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2022 PR 82

In the Matter of the Estate of
BETTY LOU BORGER,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of Betty Lou Borger. Letters of office
as Independent Executor were issued to
David Borger, 1196 Heritage Dr., Morris,
Illinois 60450, whose attorney is FRANK
BLACK, BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty
Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Grundy County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, IL 60450, with the
representative, or both, within six months
from the date of the first publication of this
notice or, if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.

DAVID BORGER
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Sept. 7, 14 and 21, 2022.

Attorney Meents files
Balonek estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CONRAD S. BALONEK, Deceased; No.
2022PR79

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of CON-
RAD S. BALONEK, Letters of Office as
Independent Administrator were issued on
August 31, 2022, to Loretta Balonek,
whose address is 80 West Southmor
Road, Morris, Illinois 60450; whose attor-
ney is Meents Law, P.C., 25158 West
Eames Street, Unit A, Channahon, Illinois
60410. Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court at the Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington Street, Morris, Illinois,
or with the representative, or both, on or
before March 8, 2023, or if mailing or deliv-
ery of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a Claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov
/service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

LORETTA BALONEK
Independent Administrator of the Estate

of CONRAD S. BALONEK, Deceased
Frank J. Meents
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Wednesday, Sept. 7, 14, and 21, 2022.

Library candidate 
petitions available

PUBLIC NOTICE
PRE-FILING NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the
office of the Coal City Public Library District
Secretary, Carol Crawford, announces that
petitions will be available at the Coal City
Public Library District for two full 6 year and
one un-expired 2 year Trustee positions.
The first day to circulate petitions for the
April 4, 2023 Consolidated Election is
Tuesday, September 20, 2022.  The filing
dates will be December 12, 2022 -
December 19, 2022.  Filing closes at 5:00
p.m. on December 19, 2022.  The Library
is located at 85 N. Garfield Street in Coal
City.  Library hours are Monday through
Thursday 9:00 am – 8:00 pm, Friday 9:00
am – 6:00 pm and Saturday from 9:00 am
– 4:00 pm.  Please call Library Director,
Jolene Franciskovich at 634-4552 ext. 104
if you have any questions.
Carol Crawford, Secretary
Coal City Public Library District
Board of Trustees

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Sept. 7, 2022.

Gold

Bail

An evening of fun events and
fundraising are forthcoming as the village
of Coal City hosts its second annual Fall
Fest. 

The agenda for the Saturday, Sept. 17
event has expanded over the past few
weeks as an escape room, ax throwing and
an archery range have been added.

Activities will get underway with a car
show along South Broadway from
Campbell Memorial Park north to Oak
Street—further north if necessary to
accommodate vehicles. The display of
vehicles, old and new, will run from 4-7
p.m. 

The Megan’s Mission 5K, a fundraiser
to support the ongoing effort started by
Megan Bugg to end childhood cancer
through research, advocacy and scholar-
ship. The run/walk will step off at 6 p.m.
from Babe’s Tap in the 700 block of S.
Broadway. Registration for the 5K can be

completed on-line at
runsighup.com/RaceIL/CoalCity/Megans
Mission.

There will also be an inflatable obsta-
cle course located in Campbell Memorial
Park from 4-7 p.m. and just across the way
on Center Street the Coal City Fire
Department and village of Coal City
Public Works Department will hold a
Touch-a-Truck event for kids between 4-6
p.m. 

The new attractions—ax throwing,
archery range and escape room—will be
available throughout the event from 4-10
p.m.

As for entertainment, Snap Shot will
perform from 7-10 p.m. in the parking lot
of Bob’s Advanced Auto & Tire. A beer gar-
den operated by the Coal City Lion’s Club
will be open.

Those attending can also take advan-
tage of the many food and drink offerings

during Fall Fest including Picture Me
Smokin’ food truck, Hoagies cooked up by
the men and women of New Hope
Presbyterian Church, lemon shake ups
crafted by the Coal City High School
Science Club, brats grilled by Boy Scout
Troop 466 and the newly established
Beans-n-Bites will be selling coffee and
pastries. Local restaurants will also be
open and serving items throughout the
evening. 

The community celebration will start
with a kick-off event sponsored by Bob’s
Advanced Auto on Friday, Sept. 16. To
thank its customers and the community,
the business will be offering refreshments
from 7-9 p.m. and there will be a mechan-
ical bull from 6-10 p.m., an escape room
will be open from 7-10 p.m. and then Bad
Choices will be performing in the busi-
nesses’ parking lot at 625 S. Broadway fol-
lowing the Coaler football game.

Escape room, ax throwing added to Coal City’s Fall Fest 

freepressnewspapers.com
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STAFF REPORT

Stanley  Yelnats was born into a
family with nothing but bad luck,
cursed by the deeds of his, “no good
dirty rotten pig stealin’ great-great-
grandfather.”

Always in the wrong  place at the
wrong time, Stanley is convicted of a
crime he did not commit and when
given the choice between jail or Camp
Green Lake he chooses the later.

So it’s off to Camp Green Lake for
18 months—a juvenile work camp for
youth to build character, but it’s any-
thing but what it’s billed to be. 

The story of Stanley Yelnats will be
told in a two-act play when the Coal
City Theatre Department presents,
Holes by Louis Sachar. 

There’s no lake at Camp Green
Lake where the boys sent there dig
holes day after day, each one five feet
wide and five feet deep. If they find
something worthwhile they get a day
off from digging.

Upon his arrival, Stanley—played
by Coal City High School senior Derek
Carlson— is introduced to Mr. Sir,
played by fellow senior Collin Dames,
and the camp counselor Mr.
Pendanski, a role to be portrayed by
junior Stephen Byers.

Then there are the camp boys—

Zero, Buddy Widlowski; Magnet,
Landen Selio; X-Ray, Chris Collins;
Armpit, Julian Micetich; Zig Zag, Dane
Noffsinger; Squid, Austin Harding, and
Twitch, Jordan Olson. 

As the story unfolds, the audience
will learn how the curse came to be
when Elya Yelnats, played by Mason

Natyshok, failed to carry through on a
promise he made to the Madame
Zeroni, a fortune teller that is being
played by Izzy Kostbade.

Overseeing the camp is the
Warden, a role taken by Brecken
Johnson. The warden is a woman who
is looking for something specific in the

dry, barren land that comprises Camp
Green Lake.

In flashbacks that come in a search
for Zero who goes missing, the audi-
ence comes to understand what led to
the Yelnats curse and events that
occurred at Green Lake decades earlier
with Kate Barlow, played by junior
Elaina Patten. 

The play, directed by Jack Micetich,
will be presented in the Coal City
Performing Arts Center Oct. 13 and 15-
16.

Additional members of the cast,
selected through auditions held two
weeks ago are Ethan Scrogham, Trout
Walker; Max Hone, Sheriff; Rose
Zickefoose, Igor; Mrs. Morengo, Karli
Pearson and Chessa Kuhel, attorney
general.

Also, Kilen Davidson, Myra; Logan
Hausman, Myra’s father and the driver;
Melody Kinder, Stanley’s mother;
Mason Hamilton, Stanley’s father;
Gianna Savarino, Linda; Bella Byers,
Sarah and Jesse; Fianna Gregory, judge;
Olivia Sage, Mrs. Collingwood, and
Collins who is doubling roles and will
also be playing Sam.

Holes is presented through special
arrangement with Susan Schulman
Literary Agency.

Ticket information will be
announced in the coming weeks. 

Coal City Theatre Department digs in to fall play 

COAL CITY THEATRE Department will present Holes, a two- act play by Louis Sachar
next month in the Coal City Performing Arts Center. Cast members include the boys
of Camp Green Lake [from left] Chris Collins, Derek Carlson, Dane Noffsinger, Julian
Micetich, Landen Selio and Buddy Widlowski. 

Finally cleaned out
the house, garage and
even the backyard shed,
and need to get rid of all
the extra items? Well now
is the time.

The village of Coal
City will host its commu-
nity wide fall garage sale
days on Friday, Sept. 23
and Saturday, Sept. 24
with the official hours for
the two day event set for 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or
shine. 

There is no cost to
register a sale with the vil-
lage and those that do
will be included on a map
supplied by the village .

Register by visiting
Coal City Village Hall, 515
S. Broadway or complete
the on-line application at
c o a l c i t y - i l . g o v .
Applications due by
Tuesday, Sept. 20. 

Community 
garage sales
coming up 
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Debt for votes
President Biden signed an executive order

last week to forgive $10,000 in federal loan debt
for each borrower earning under $125,000 a
year. Students with low income backgrounds
who received Pell Grants can get $20,000. Cost
to taxpayers: $400 billion plus-just an estimate.
45 million people in the U.S. owe $1.6 trillion in
student debt more than what is owed on credit
cards or car loans. Half of the 45 million will
have their student debt evaporate completely.
The vast amount will go to those making under
$75,000 a year. President Biden has let college
educated elites and professional students (who
never work) off the hook and pushed the cost
onto you, me and every one who pays taxes. A
slap in the face to those who wished to go to
college and couldn’t afford it, plus those who
scrimped to pay back what they owed. It’s all
politics folks. The Democratic party needs
votes for the November election. The young
voters want their abortions and students loan
forgiveness. Bingo! Just keep spending our tax
monies Joe.

In their memory
WILMINGTON—I would like to thank Eric

Fisher and Marney Simon for the beautiful arti-
cle that was in the paper a couple of weeks ago
regarding the donation of the farm that
belonged to Roger’s family to the historical
society. It was very kind of you to reach out to
me and offer to do an article. I wanted to keep
it private but you felt that the town should
know what a beautiful gift Roger and I gave to
the community so I agreed to be interviewed. I
received many compliments on the article and
it made me feel good that Rogers memory was
honored in such a positive way. On Sept. 12th
he will be gone two years, so please keep Roger
in your prayers on that day. And once again
thank you to the newspaper. I am always very
happy that I can give donations to the town and
the many organizations to honor Roger’s mem-
ory and also my daughter Linda. Obviously I
wish that they were here with me but they are
in a better place free from their illnesses that
took their lives. And I’m glad that I can help out
the community by giving donations in their
memory. Thank you again, Sherri Michaels.

Protect our rights
DIAMOND— “Remember,” America’s bat-

tle for independence and fight for self-gover-
nance was something that had never been
done before... We must fight to protect these
foundational rights from government interfer-
ence and indifference. (2020) Sharon, from
Governor Kristi Noem of South Dakota.

$500,000 fence
SHADOW LAKES—A half million dollar

fence. The price tag for a taxpayer funded proj-
ect to build a barrier around President Joe
Biden’s Delaware beach house. It has grown to
almost a half million dollars according to feder-
al spending records. So let’s see we can’t do the
border wall, Pelosi has a wall around her home
in California but us average people according
to codes and regulations can’t have, sometimes
even a fence around our home to the heights
that we would like it nor do they want us to own
firearms. I guess it’s something like do as I say
not as I do. I hope you people love Democrats,
Dan Hill. 

Hillary cooperated
WILMINGTON— Last week a caller listed

examples of she perceived in differences in the
FBI’s investigations of Donald Trump and
Hillary Clinton. But she ignored the most glar-
ing example and that is Hillary cooperated with
authorities and Trump never has.

Doing time
RITCHIE—While former Department of

Defense employee, Asia Lavarello, stares at the
four walls of her prison cell, former President
Trump spends his time out on the golf course
thumbing his nose at the American people.
Earlier this year, Lavarello was sentenced to 3
months in prison and fined $5,500 for mishan-
dling documents which she had access to while
she was temporarily assigned to the U.S.
Embassy in the Philippines. She made the mis-
take of taking several classified documents to
her hotel room which was reported by her co-
worker and Lavarello learned the hard way that
if you do the crime, you do the time. Yes, Mr.
Trump, that means you too.

Double standards
COAL CITY— It continues to amaze me

how hypocritical liberal Democrats are. If they

didn't have double standards they wouldn't
have any standards. For years Democrats have
had no problem letting millions of illegal aliens
cross our southern border.  But the minute a
bus or train load of illegals shows up in New
York, Washington, or Chicago, they go ballistic.
It’s fine as long as they stay in Florida, Texas,
Arizona, but the minute they show up in a
Democrat-run city, it’s inhumane, it’s racist.
What's good for the goose is good for the gan-
der.  Lastly, we get to watch brain-dead Biden
tonight tell us that anyone that doesn't agree
with crazy liberal Democrats, that you're
MAGA, you’re a racist, a fascist, domestic ter-
rorist. Bull****.    I'm a proud American citizen
that wants America to be great again.

Down the tubes
MORRIS—So the Chicago mayor wants all

these immigrants in Chicago that were bused
here the other day. She should take them home
to live in her house. Governor Pritzker should
too. These are not immigrants they are illegal
immigrants. We can’t even take care of the resi-
dents in Illinois without raising taxes like crazy.
Now we want to have more people in this coun-
try. Why don’t Pritzker, Lightfoot and all these
other Democrats have the guts to tell the presi-
dent to close the border and stop all these ille-
gal immigrants. This country is going down the
tubes.

Thank you Frank
BRAIDWOOD—This is Albin Rizleris of

Braidwood. I would like to give a shout out to
the landscaper at the post office in Braidwood.
The man is doing a terrific job. I don’t know his
name. Over the years it’s like going into botan-
ic gardens. Just wanted to let him know I appre-
ciate it and I’m sure there are others here in
town that appreciate it. Thank you.

For obvious reasons
DIAMOND—In today’s government a for-

mer president’s home was raided, not by hood-
lums but by the FBI themselves of the new
administration. Not for clearing up potential
wrong doings and irregularities but for the sin-
gular purpose of preventing President Trump
from being elected again. Ignoring for obvious
reasons that we have elections for that very
purpose during election campaigns arguments
used to be tough but respectful. In the last
presidential election campaign just days before
the election Obama on nationwide TV accused
Trump of actually “killing 70,000 Americans.”
He did not say that Trump did not do enough to
prevent Covid-19 or did not take necessary
steps to develop a proper vaccine, etc. But that
he was outright “killing” Americans. It would
be difficult for many to ignore statements like
that from a respected former president if they
were undecided and had to make a choice it
could of very well decided the outcome of the
very close election that year. Also Biden right
after his inauguration in a speech during a visit
to Pfizer in Michigan expressed “my predeces-
sor bless his soul, failed to protect our nation
against the Covid while I will be able to vacci-
nate 100,000 Americans in my first 100 days in
office”! We all know Trump developed the
Covid vaccine in less than a year, a process that
now takes five years. All this in stark contrast to
politics as we were traditionally used to in
America and it all indicates a new and very
dangerous trend in the future of our country if
it continues. Sharon

Unequal treatment
SHADOW LAKES—Papers across the

country are proclaiming the FBI raid on
Donald Trump’s house is an example of the
Rule of Law. However the Rule of Law requires
equal treatment and there are many differ-
ences between how the FBI handled Hillary
Clinton and Trumps investigations. First, the
FBI didn’t raid Clinton’s house even though she
kept classified information on her private serv-
er including top secret files. Second, Trump
wasn’t given the same privilege Clinton had of
deleting 33,000 files. Of course there were no
charges brought for destroying evidence or
obstruction of justice. Third, it wasn’t noticed
that a Secretary of State does not have the same
broad authority to declassify files that a presi-
dent has. Fourth, it’s highly unlikely that Trump
would get the same treatment Clinton got
when the FBI declared her violations to be non
prosecutable when the roll of the FBI is to gath-
er evidence and not to make legal conclusions.
Fifth, what is even more unlikely that a mem-
ber of the Trump family will have a secret meet-
ing with the Attorney General on a plane at
some airport while the investigation is going

on, so obviously there is a dou-
ble standard here. Dan Hill

Unfit for office
ELWOOD—I am calling to

voice my opinion on the article
in Sound-off titled “Terrified of
Trump.” Well people should be
terrified of Trump even though
his policies were good and
good for the country. Trump is
not mentally sound to hold
office again and he proved that
himself.

Migrant issue
SHADOW LAKES—

Attorney General Garland was
on the news and stated that
the Rule of Law is important to
protect the rights of American
citizens. He also said that the
laws of the U.S.A. are applied
evenly and everyone gets due
process and Garland also stat-
ed that he has concern for the
safety and security of the
American citizens. He did not
say anything about the crime
in the country or have the least
concern about the southern
border or how people in the
U.S.A. illegally are receiving
more benefits in the U.S.A.
than the American citizens.
Like being housed in a swank
hotel room that cost the tax-
payers $400 to $700 a night for
each migrant. The Democrats
must have received their edu-
cation at the school of liars.

And Democrat leaders throughout the U.S.A.
must have flunked kindergarten since logic and
common sense escapes their brains.

Less hope
WILMINGTON—The Biden administra-

tion has gotten a lot of publicity in the Inflation
Reduction Act that will let Medicare negotiate
lower drug prices. Medicare is the largest single
purchaser of prescription drugs in the country
and prescriptions are the program’s fastest
growing expense. The negotiations will cover
just 10 drugs in 2026 rising gradually to 40 in
2029 and will not include drugs that have been
marketed for less than nine years. Rules don’t
apply to new drugs being introduce at
astounding prices. More lies-less hope.

Skyrocketing utilities
WILMINGTON—The skyrocketing price of

energy is about to upend the lives of millions
who will lose their utility service. Twenty mil-
lion Americans, representing 1 in 6 American
homes, are now behind on the their utility bills.
It’s the worst crisis energy assistance groups
have ever seen. A blistering surge in electricity
and natural gas, gyrations of gasoline prices at
the pump. No plan is in place to keep heat and
lights on for those in trouble. Thanks Joe.

Worse for the poor
MORRIS—California Democrat Governor

Newsom announced on television no new gas-
powered cars will be sold in California in 2035.
That’s 13 short years away. There is an old say-
ing “The world tilted and all the nuts ended up
in California.” Then we have Illinois Governor
Pritzker who last year signed Climate and
Equitable Job Act into law which aims to put
one million electric vehicles on state roads by
2030 and take carbon emitting energy genera-
tors off-line in Illinois by 2045. The law seeks to
a accomplish that by massive rate payer subsi-
dies for renewable nuclear energy and forced
closure of fossil fuel plants. Have no idea what
those two Democrat governors are smoking? Is
this the good old U.S.A. or Cuba? Also, Ford will
lay off 3,000 workers as it seeks to become lean-
er while transition to electric vehicles. The cuts
will also affect salaried workers including engi-
neers with experience working on gasoline
powered cars. Ford’s timing is terrible with 40-
year inflation and it’s only going to get worse
for the poor and middle class. Next all other
corporations will follow Ford’s lead.

Just 18 months
In just 18 months with 100% Democrats in

power: Highest gas prices in history, the high-
est inflation in 40 years., recession, tax hikes,
adding 87,000 IRS agents, more murders, car-
jackings, all crime rampant, stores closing.
Open border with millions pouring in. Gas and
electric bills on track to double this winter.
Democrat voters say, “Oh yes, give us some
more of all of this.”

Happy people
SHADOW LAKES—If ignorance is bliss we

have some very happy people on sound-off.
Eddie.

Rewarding ignorance
WILMINGTON—Just saying, maybe if you

ignore it, Dan Hill specifically, he'll go away.
Sound-off seems to be where he lives and gets
the most attention. Since when do we reward
ignorance and bad behavior? Oh wait...I know,
it started in 2016.

Will not bow
Rep. Michael McCaul (R-Texas) said many

Republicans were “very offended” by President
Biden’s primetime speech that called out ex-
president Trump and MAGA Republicans. Is
McCaul deaf?  What Trump has said to mem-
bers of both parties and others during the last
six years in his spewing offensive words to any-
one who doesn’t bow to him? Sorry, Rep.
McCaul. It works both ways.

The company you keep
WILMINGTON—It's true that the closer

you get to Trump the more you lose your soul
and the farther away you are from Trump the
more you gain it back. Such is the case with Bill
Barr, former President Trump's loyal attorney
general, who went to bat for Trump in a big way
until Barr resigned almost two years ago
because he refused to support the big lie that
the election was stolen. Recently Barr appeared
in the media criticizing Trump for taking the
documents and not returning them. It goes to
show that Barr's absence from Trump has
knocked some sense into Barr because we all
know that one's character depends on the
company one keeps.  Ralph D.

Agree to disagree
WILMINGTON—A moment of distinction

occurred during President Biden's speech on
Sept. 1 when Biden acknowledged the heckler's
right to free speech. Trump, on the other hand,
always berated his hecklers throughout his
campaigns and told the audience to beat them
up and carry them out on stretchers. That's the

contrast of democracy with autocracy, fascism
and authoritarianism. In a democracy we can
disagree and we are encouraged to do so for the
sake of debate. But in the end the majority pre-
vails with a winner and a loser at the outcome
of elections. Furthermore, democracies are
governed by the rule of law, not by the rule of
one man.  Jude

MAGA snowflakes
BRAIDWOOD—News reports indicate that

President Biden's speech offended the tender
feelings of MAGA Republicans. Who knew they
would be so sensitive to mere words? Despite
bashing police officers' heads open and spear-
ing them with flag poles, it seems that the
MAGA guys and gals are too delicate to handle
the truth. MAGA Republicans definitely didn't
object to the vulgarity forced upon the nation
through social media for four years by former
President Trump as he lashed out viciously
whenever it suited him. And recently we
learned that the documents Trump stole could
result in the deaths of our human intelligence
sources, but MAGA Republicans don't give a
hoot about those who protect our national
security.

Flat earthers
BRAIDWOOD—Heat waves hit earth's

every corner with no exceptions including
Siberia and Alaska and now it's China's turn to
be the global hot spot. The 'flat earthers' claim
nothing can be done and thus it seems we are
doomed. But China doesn't see it that way con-
sidering they are way ahead of us on renewable
energy and electric vehicles. History teaches us
about the geniuses who were ignored, ridiculed
and persecuted in past centuries, only to have
civilization advance in the end by brave souls
who proceeded with knowledge and learning.
We know we must be competitive with the rest
of the world, especially China, so let's take
heed, let's ignore the 'flat earthers' and let's lis-
ten to the scientists.   Madison W.

Let them fight
SHADOW LAKES—I’m listening to Biden’s

speech and he would like to take Trump out
behind a gym and beat the heck out of him. I
think that would be a good way to settle politi-
cal differences because I think Trump would
beat the heck out of Biden. Biden is mentally ill.
And people out here are communists who
voted for Biden and the Democrats are trying
to trying to bring in communism.    Dan Hill

Not paying attention
WILMINGTON—I am a member for over

30 years of the historical society. I was very
upset with the comments that a member made
in regards to the museum taking ownership of
the farm. Obviously this person was not paying
attention at the meeting. It was explained that
the lawyer told Ms. Michaels not to tell the
museum she was giving them the farm. It had
to go through probate and open up an estate
account and then when it was done the muse-
um could take possession of the farm. The
lawyer told Ms. Michaels to let the museum
members know this. Everyone knew it and
everyone had a chance to speak their mind. I
feel very bad for what happened to Ms.
Michaels. As a member of the historical society
for over 30 years and a member of the commu-
nity I thank you for this very gracious donation.
The person who wrote this article has serious
issues. They want to take all this money in. I
know for a fact this member was upset because
the museum will have to pay the state of Iowa a
few thousand dollars each year for income tax
and this person fought that tooth and nail. This
person fought everything that was happening
in regards to the farm being transferred to the
museum and they should be ashamed of them-
selves. 

He had no right
WILMINGTON—Classified or not, Trump

had no right to take any of the documents cov-
ered by the presidential records and what were
his intentions regarding these items? He lied to
the national archives and repeatedly said he
gave everything back. Well, the search proved
that wrong. Just having the files was a crime. As
usual Trump felt the laws don’t apply to him.
When he questioned the photo of evidence he
said he didn’t leave the documents on the floor,
he kept them in a desk. He admitted he had the
top secret documents he previously said he
didn’t have. Lock him up.  Penny Lane

Childish politics
WILMINGTON—Did anyone else notice

that Trump’s speech responding to President
Biden’s speech was pretty much “I know you
are, but what am I?” 

Help them read
WILMINGTON—I saw that nine-year-olds’

math and reading skills went down during
Covid, so here is some free advice for parents:
Instead of terrorizing school boards over CRT
or banning and burning books, stay home and
make sure Johnny or Jane can read.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.
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The 24th Annual Prairie Day offers free family fun. Activities
will be located in Prairie Grove Picnic area at Goose Lake Prairie
state Natural Area on Pine Bluff Road Sept. 17 from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sponsored by Constellation - Dresden Station, events
include Dave DiNaso's Traveling Reptiles, Storm Chasers,
Natural Naturalist, Falcon Show & Tell, as well as Lou Aiello's
American Indian Traveling Museum, and more. 

There will be wagon rides and prairie walks available to get
close to nature and the new Cragg Cabin will be open. Visit the
food tent, gift shop and meet the Goose Lake Prairie Partners.

Prairie Day offers 
free family fun

The Grundy County
Mental Health Court has
recently received a grant from
the Illinois Criminal Justice
Authority in the amount of
$148,000. This grant is intend-
ed to fund the continued oper-
ations of the Grundy County
Mental Health Court.

Additionally the Illinois
Supreme Court has recently
recertified the Grundy County
Mental Health Court Program
for a period of three years.  In
approving the recertification,
the Illinois Supreme Court has
reviewed and determined the
Grundy policies and proce-
dures and alternative court
handbook to be in compliance
with the Illinois Supreme
Court Rules and best practices.

Grundy County Judge,
Scott Belt, was recently
assigned to preside over the
Grundy County Mental Health
Court program.  The program
was established to allow those
charged with non-violent
criminal offenses to seek assis-
tance to address their mental
health issues.

The Grundy County
Mental Health Court was
established in 2014, and it has
successfully graduated many
individuals who have complet-
ed the program.  The criteria to
complete the program has
allowed the Court system to
work to restore each person,
on an individual basis,  to a
productive and meaningful

life.  
Once a participant suc-

cessfully completes the alter-
native Court program, the
criminal changes that brought
them into the program are dis-
missed.  If they fail to comply
with the rigorous terms of the
program, they are typically
sentenced to a Department of
Corrections sentence to which
they have previously plead
guilty to.

Grundy County Judge,
Scott Belt, recently comment-
ed that “I am honored to be
appointed as the presiding
judge over the Grundy County
Mental Health Court pro-
gram.”  “It is refreshing to see
that the Court system offers an
opportunity to actually treat
the underlying problem, rather
than simply locking people up
based upon their untreated ill-
ness,” said Judge Belt. 

Restoring dignity and con-
fidence in the individual men-
tal health participants is a key
component to restoring them
to graduation and continued
success.  Mental Court partici-
pants are in the program for an
average of 2.5 years, and there
are significant obligations
required of them to successful-
ly graduate.

“By all accounts, the
Mental Health Court has been
a great asset,” said judge Belt.
“I look forward to its contin-
ued success.”

Grundy County
Mental Health Court
receives grant

It’s become tradition for
veterans from across the state
of Illinois to gather in Coal City
each September, and this
year’s gathering to recognize
their military service is just
days way.

Operation Firm
Handshake will host its 9th
annual Illinois Veteran’s Picnic
at the Coal City Area Club, 1500
N. Broadway, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 10. 

The free event will take
place in the club pavilion.
Admission is free for all veter-
ans and active duty military
personnel and their families. 

The event is organized by
Grundy County area veterans
whose mission is to help their
fellow veterans.

It was a conversation
among two friends—Max
Valdez and Joe Guereca—who
were enjoying a beverage

together at the Area Club when
the idea of a veteran’s picnic
was first mentioned. The  two
followed through with the
idea, brought a few others on
board and the picnic grew into
a highly popular event attract-
ing hundreds to the recreation
club each fall.

Along with a pig roast, the
day serves as an opportunity
for veterans to meet and greet
and have their service to the

nation recognized.
Additionally, the event
includes displays, presenta-
tions, door prizes, a bean bag
tournament, kids activities and
entertainment. 

Questions about the
annual picnic can be directed
to Max Valdez at 815-791-7978,
Clint Mellen at 630-936-9250
or by e-mail to
OperationFirmHandshake@g
mail.com.

Veteran’s to gather in Coal City this weekend

Will County woman flees police, ends up in county jail
A Romeoville woman with an exten-

sive arrest record was taken into custody
after crashing the vehicle she was driving
in a field.

The incident began when Morris
Police attempted to stop a vehicle for a
stolen license plate in the early morning
hours of Monday, Sept. 5.

According to Grundy County Sheriff
Ken Briley, the driver, 24 -year-old Skye R.
Interrante, fled from city police at speeds
over 100 mph. The vehicle was south-
bound on Route 47 when it was spotted by
deputies who attempted to stop it.

Deputies pursued the vehicle through
Mazon and Gardner before it crashed in a
field off of Route 129. 

The Coal City Fire Protection District
was called to assist at the accident scene. 

Interrante was arrested at 3:33 a.m.,
Monday for possession of a controlled
substance, possession of hypodermic
needles, aggravated fleeing and eluding
and possession of a stolen license plate.

The sheriff’s office reports Interrante
has had 10 arrests in the last six years
including charges of possession of meth,
possession of a controlled substance,
unlawful possession of a firearm/hand-
gun and unlawful possession of a black
jack on July 28 in Downers Grove. 

Also a May 23 arrest in the village of
Park Ridge for possession of 15 or more
grams of heroin, uninsured motor vehi-
cle/bodily injury, possession of drug para-
phernalia, use of false identification and
no drivers license.

She was arrested for criminal trespass

to residence in Berwyn on Feb. 28 
In June 2021 she was arrested in St.

Charles for forgery, forgery possession
with intent , theft/control/firearm.

A month earlier she was arrested in
Chicago for possession of more than 15
grams of cocaine.

In 2020, Interrante was arrested in
Lockport on Nov. 5 for domestic bat-
tery/bodily injury and one day later in
Melrose Park she was charted with
domestic battery/bodily harm.  And that
same charge was filed against her on May
25, 2020 in Melrose Park and in
Bolingbrook on September 11, 2016. 

Interrante was booked into the
Grundy County Jail pending a court
appearance.

Morris Hospital will be offering its free
Rhythm of Our Youth cardiac screening at sev-
eral area high schools this fall, including Coal
City High School on Oct. 27. The goal is to iden-
tify high school students who may be at risk for
sudden cardiac death by screening those who
may have undiagnosed cardiac abnormalities. 

Rhythm of Our Youth first launched in 2016
as a result of funding provided by generous
donors to the Morris Hospital Foundation.
Since then, over 8,000 area high school students
have been screened through the program. 

On the screening day, a team of specially
trained volunteers from Morris Hospital per-
form electrocardiogram (ECG) screenings free
of charge to students who have received
parental permission to participate. An electro-
cardiogram is a non-invasive, painless test that
measures the electrical activity of the heart and
detects certain heart abnormalities that can
lead to sudden cardiac death. 

Screenings are typically held during PE
class or study hall, depending on student
schedules. The test takes about three minutes

to complete. 
Based on results of the screenings, about

three percent of students are referred to their
physician for additional follow-up. Typically,
less than one percent are found to have a med-
ical problem that requires cardiac intervention.
Results are sent home to the student's parents
and are not shared with the school.

Parents who wish to have their child
screened should complete an electronic con-
sent form prior to the screening day by going to
www.morrishospital.org/rhythmofouryouth. 

Reed-Custer and Wilmington high schools
are on the rotation for the 2023-2024 school
year.

Sudden cardiac death claims more than
2,000 lives of children and adolescents in the
United States each year. Most victims of sudden
cardiac death have had underlying heart condi-
tions that could have been detected through a
simple ECG. 

For more information or to volunteer at a
Rhythm of Our Youth screening event, go to
www.morrishospital.org/rhythmofouryouth.

Morris Hospital’s Rhythm of
Our Youth returns high schools

There are many resources in the area for those who need
assistance with food and meals.

Coal City Food Pantry at Coal City United Methodist
Church, 6805 E. McArdle Rd., south entrance is open
Mondays 9-11 a.m. and Thursdays 1-3 p.m., except for holi-
days and during inclement weather. For information call
815-216-3288.

Help for Hope, 100 S. Baima St., Coal City is open
Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to noon and 4 to 6 p.m. For more
information call 815-518-2000.

Braidwood Food Pantry, 112 S. Center Street, Braidwood
at Community Care Center is open Tuesdays 8-11:45 a.m.
Additional information by calling 815-955-0146

Top Fuel Saloon Food Pantry, 275 S. Hickory St.,
Braidwood hosts a food pantry every Friday from 3-4 p.m.
Additional details on its Facebook page. 

In the Wilmington area there is Kuzma Care Cottage
food pantry 635 S. Main St., Wilmington, which is open
Monday -Friday 9-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Call 815-476-2030 or
visit kuzmacarecottage.org 

We Care of Grundy County Food Pantry, 530 Bedford
Rd., Morris food distribution is twice each month. Call  815-
942-6389 for information.

St. Vincent Table hot meals are served on  Monday
evenings from 4:30-6 p.m. Locations rotate.

New Hope Presbyterian Church , 80 N. Garfield St., is
hosting the dinners this month and in October the weekly
meals will move to Immaculate Conception Church, 110 S.
School St., Braidwood.  First Baptist Church of
Coal City, 4470 E. Route 113 will host the dinners in
November. 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Coal
City will serve the dinners in the month of December.

In need of
meals or food?

BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Low-income families in
Illinois can now apply for state
assistance on their natural gas,
propane and electricity bills.

The Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program, or
LIHEAP, has $300 million avail-
able. Families can apply by vis-
iting  helpillinoisfamilies.com
or by calling 1-833-711-0374.
Information on other state
assistance programs can be
found on that website as well.

LIHEAP provides one-
time payments directly to
energy service providers on
behalf of recipients.

Families who earn up to
two times the federal poverty
level are eligible for LIHEAP.
That works out to a 30-day

gross income below $2,265 for
a one-person household,
$3,052 for a 2-person home,
$3,838 for a three-person
home, $4,625 for four people,
$5,412 for five people and
$6,198 for six people.

The level of assistance
received is needs-based, and
last year's LIHEAP recipients
received an average of $1,330
per household, according to
the governor’s office.

Grundy County residents
seeking assistance can call
Kendall-Grundy Community
Action at 815-941-3262 and
Will County residents can
obtain information through
the Will County Center for
Community Concerns at
wcccc.net or by calling 815-
722-3262.

Apply now for assistance 
in paying heating bill
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The Elwood Children's Garden will host Dixieland Band on
Tuesday, Sept. 13 from 7-8 p.m. as part of its free music in the
garden summer programs.

In case of inclement weather the show will be moved to the
Elwood Church at 101 N. Chicago St.

Dixieland Band to play
Sept. 13 at Elwood Garden

Gas prices in Braidwood dropped at an
accelerated rate last week, hitting a low of
$3.63/g following the Labor Day holiday. That’s
a 20-cent drop from a week earlier, according to
GasBuddy.com

That’s still not the cheapest price in the
region as the price on Tuesday at Bourbonnais
stations was $3.54/g.

The highest priced station on Tuesday was
in Wilmington at $4.15/g, down from $4.19 the
week ago.

Average gasoline prices in Illinois have fall-
en 4.2 cents per gallon in the last week, averag-
ing $4.10/g, according to GasBuddy's survey of
4,378 stations in Illinois. 

Prices in Illinois are 32.0 cents per gallon
lower than a month ago and stand 81.8 cents
per gallon higher than a year ago. 

Average prices at area towns include $3.99
in Coal City, $3.96 in Morris and $3.79 in Joliet.

"The national average has declined for 12
straight weeks, the longest tally since 2018, and

it could soon eclipse that mark if we see two
more weeks of decline. Though, that may be
more challenging given OPEC's decision yester-
day to cut oil production," said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.

The cheapest station in Illinois was priced
at $3.36/g yesterday while the most expensive
was $5.87/g, a difference of $2.51/g. 

"For now, price movements will be contin-
gent on where you are, with California seeing
some minor increases, while the Great Lakes
could see an upward move as BP's refinery out-
age has had an impact on supplies. In the Gulf
and Rockies, prices may continue to fall, so a
very mixed bag for motorists in the week
ahead,” DeHaan said.

“In addition, there are several disturbances
in the Atlantic to keep an eye on, but we do
switch back to cheaper winter gasoline in just
over a week which should provide some addi-
tional relief."

Gas price varies per town

Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers will be
offering two pediatric COVID-
19 vaccination clinics in
September for children ages 6
months through 5 years who
are in need of first and second
doses. Due to limited sup-
plies, appointments are rec-
ommended by calling the
Morris Hospital location host-
ing the vaccine clinic. A pedi-
atric COVID-19 vaccine clinic
will be held:

• Thursday, Sept. 8, from 9
a.m.-noon at the Morris
Hospital Ridge Road Campus,
Suite 201, 27240 W. Saxony Dr.,
Channahon. Phone 815-467-
1518.

Children ages 6 months
through 5 years will receive the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine

using smaller needles that are
designed specifically for chil-
dren. A second dose of the
Moderna vaccine is needed
one month after the first shot. 

Children receiving the
vaccine must be accompanied
by a parent or legal guardian.
While there is no out-of-pock-
et cost, please bring your
insurance card. 

Parents should allow time
for a 15 to 30 minute observa-
tion period following adminis-
tration of the vaccine.

COVID-19 cases in chil-
dren can result in hospitaliza-
tions, deaths, MIS-C (inflam-
matory syndromes) and long-
term complications, such as
“long COVID” in which symp-
toms can linger for months. 

Vaccination, along with

other preventative measures,
can protect children from
COVID-19 using the safe and
effective vaccines already rec-
ommended for use in adoles-
cent and adults in the United
States.

Pediatric COVID-19 vac-
cines may also be available
through area retail pharma-
cies. Please check retail phar-
macy websites for availability
by location and appointment
scheduling. Morris Hospital is
not administering COVID vac-
cines during physician
appointments. 

Parents who have ques-
tions about the pediatric
COVID-19 vaccine are encour-
aged to talk with their child's
physician.

Morris Hospital hosting pediatric 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics

The WHS class of 1967 is
having its 55th class reunion
at the VFW in Wilmington on
Saturday, Sept 24, from 5 p.m.
to 11.

There will also be a get-
together on Sunday, Sept. 25
at the South Island pavilion
from 1 to 4 p.m. There is no
cost for either event. Please
join your classmates at these
events.

Class of ‘67
plans reunion
for Sept. 24-25

BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD—A state rebate program for the pur-
chase of an electric vehicle remains open through Sept. 30,
and the state announced this week a new rebate application
window will open on Nov. 1.

The current round of funding opened on July 1, offering
a $4,000 rebate for individuals purchasing an all-electric
vehicle and a $1,500 rebate for an all-electric motorcycle.
Applications for the first round of funding must be post-
marked by Sept. 30 and submitted within 90 days of the vehi-
cle’s purchase.

The next round will open on Nov. 1 and run through
January 2023.

The rebates don’t apply to hybrids or vehicles not
licensed for Illinois roads. It also doesn’t apply to rented or
leased vehicles.

The purchaser must reside in Illinois on the date of the
vehicle purchase and it must be purchased at a state-licens-
es dealer. Documentation requirements include a copy of
purchase invoice, proof of purchase, vehicle registration,
and IRS W-9 or W-8 forms. The purchaser must also own the
vehicle for 12 months.

As of July 1, the fund paying out the rebates had a bal-
ance of $17.9 million, and rebates were subject to funding
availability.

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, which
administers the rebates, gives priority to low-income appli-
cants whose income doesn’t exceed 80 percent of the state
median income and expedites grants to those individuals.
Thus far, as of Aug. 25, according to IEPA, the state has
received 72 low-income applications and approved 22 of
them. ‹It had received 898 that didn’t meet the low-income
threshold.

Rebates for electric
vehicle purchases The Illinois Department

of Natural Resources (IDNR)
will host public meetings
throughout northern Illinois
to provide updated informa-
tion about Chronic Wasting
Disease, its effect on future
deer populations and IDNR’s
efforts to control the disease.

Chronic Wasting Disease
has been found in deer living
in Grundy, Kankakee, Will and
16 other Illinois counties.

IDNR staff will be avail-
able to answer questions
about the disease, commonly

referred to as CWD.
Landowners, hunters and con-
cerned citizens are encour-
aged to attend.

Among five meeting loca-
tions will be one in
Wilmington at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Sept. 21, at the
Des Plaines Conservation
Area, 30550 S. Boathouse
Road. A 45-minute presenta-
tion will be given with discus-
sion to follow.

CWD is an always fatal
neurological disease that
threatens the long-term health
of white-tailed deer in Illinois.
First documented in Illinois in
2002 near Roscoe, CWD has
been detected in 19 counties
across the northern edge and
northeastern portions of
Illinois, as far south as
Kankakee and Livingston
counties.

IDNR plans Chronic Wasting
Disease meeting in Wilmington

The Braceville United
Methodist Church, 106 West
Gould Street in Braceville, will
be having a rummage sale on
Friday, Sept. 30, from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. and again on Saturday,
Oct. 1, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the church.  

Also held those days will
be a jewelry sale and a silent
auction. For any additional
information, please call the
church at (815) 237-8512. 

Braceville
church to hold
rummage sale
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MORRIS—Marianne Best (nee
Lucier), 75, of Morris, passed away
Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022, at Morris
Hospital surrounded by the love of her
family. 

She was born in Mattoon, IL, the
daughter of James Earl and Juletta
(Koebele) Lucier and resided in Morris
for the past 45 years. Marianne gradu-
ated from Mattoon High School, with
the class of 1965 and received her bache-
lor’s degree in physical education from
Eastern Illinois University, and continued on to
get her master’s degree in special education
from Illinois State University. Marianne was for-
merly employed by the Grundy County Special
Education Co-Op as an Adaptive Physical
Education Instructor, retiring in 2002. She was a
member of I.A.H.P.E.R.D. and was in charge of
registration at the state conventions. Marianne
loved shopping, antiquing and traveling with
her favorite spot being Hilton Head, SC.

Surviving is her loving husband of 50 years,
Dennis Best, of Morris; two children, Nichole
(Shawn) Hamilton, of Coal City and Ryan (Amy)
Best, of Minooka; three grandchildren: Mason

and Gabriel Hamilton and Emma Best;
two sisters, Kathy (Terry) Prentice, of
Foley, AL and Michelle (Steve) Servis,
of Morris; two sisters-in-law, Sandy
Lucier, of Mattoon, IL and Stacie
(Dale) Hall, of Edwardsville, IL and
numerous nieces and nephews as well
as dear friends, Sherry Skelton and

Char Potts also survive.
She was preceded in death by her

parents, her brothers, Michael Lucier as
well as, George and Robert Lucier in infancy;

and her niece, Jami Manning.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held

Saturday, Sept. 3, 2022, at Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in Morris. As it was
her request, cremation rites were accorded fol-
lowing Mass. 

Memorials in her name to the Special
Olympics would be appreciated. 

For information visit her Memorial Tribute
at www.fredcdames.com where you can share a
favorite memory or leave an online condolence.

Fred C. Dames Funeral Home ws in charge
of arrangements.

Marianne Best

KANNAPOLIS, NC—Margaret
(Downey) Kral Griffin, 78, of Kannapolis,
NC, formerly of Wilmington, passed
away on Friday, July 22, 2022, with her
family by her side. 

Margaret grew up in Wilmington
and graduated from WHS in 1961. She
later moved to Atlanta, GA, met her
husband, Tom, and eventually relocat-
ed to North Carolina where they both
retired. She will be remembered as kind,
supportive, forgiving and as our voice of rea-
son. She enjoyed good wine, good bourbon and
good company. She had an unwavering faith in
God. Her unconditional love will be greatly
missed by her family and friends.

She is survived by her daughter, Lori (Bill)
Ambrose and grandson, Jack Ambrose; siblings:
Joyce Peterson, Gerry Biros, Christine Girot,
Belinda (Norman) Lutes, Larry (Wendy Oswald)
Moore, Bobbie Nugent, Jill Moore, Greg (Diane)
Downey, Gail Harson and many nieces and
nephews.  

She is preceded in death by her hus-
band, Tom Griffin; her parents, Opal
Moore and Linward Downey; brother,
Terry Moore and nephew, Chad Caise.

Margaret was planning to travel
to Ireland before she passed.
Unfortunately, time didn’t allow.
Family members will be taking her

ashes on a journey through Éire at a
later date. 

There will be a memorial service in
her honor on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022, 11

a.m. at Grace Lutheran Church, immediately
followed by a reception to celebrate her life at
The Blue Horse Wine & Martini Bar, both locat-
ed in Wilmington. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a dona-
tion to the American Cancer Society at
donate3.cancer.org or planting a tree in her
memory at alivingtribute.org.

Friends and family are encouraged to share
memories and upload photos to her online
obituary at obituaries.neptunesociety.com.

Margaret Griffin

JOLIET—Paul Wayne
Jackson, 61, a resident of
Joliet, passed away on
Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2022 at

Hines VA Medical Center in Hines, IL.
He was born the second of six

children on Nov. 12, 1960 in Lincoln,
IL, the son of George (Dorothy)
Jackson and Maudie Olean (nee
Webster). He was raised in Orland Park,
IL and attended Carl Sandburg High
School. Paul went on to honorably serve in
the United States Army, where he was stationed
in Korea. While in Korea, Paul met Young Cha
and they had a child, Sue Young Jackson.
Following his honorable discharge, Paul worked
in the construction field, was an excellent con-
crete finisher holding various positions in con-
crete construction. In his free time he enjoyed
fishing and collecting coins, and will be remem-
bered as a great cook.

Survivors include his daughter, Sue
Jackson; father, George (Dorothy) Jackson; sib-
lings: George (Barb) Jackson, Orville Jackson,
Mary (Rick) Gibson, Mark (Sue) Jackson and
Angela Jackson, along with several nieces and

nephews.
Paul was preceded in death by his
mother, Maudie Jackson and former
wife, Theresa Bagnell.

Cremation rites have been
accorded, and the family will receive
friends for a memorial visitation at
Grace Fellowship Church, 15150 Oak
Park Ave. in Oak Forest, IL on Sept. 9,

2022 from 5 p.m. until time of service at
7 p.m.

A private family inurnment will be
held in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood, with full military honors.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Paul’s memory to The Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery Memorial Squad, 20953 W.
Hoff Road, Elwood, IL 60421

Family and friends are encouraged to log
on to Paul’s memorial page at
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photographs and share his page
online through social media.

Cremation services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Paul Jackson

ARIZONA—Michael Allen Loskill, 60,
of Arizona, and formerly of Joliet, passed
away Aug. 24, 2022.

Born March 18, 1962 in Joliet,
Michael Allen was a son of John and
Evelyn (Joutras) Loskill. He was raised
and educated in Minooka, and for
most of his career owned and operat-
ed To The T Painting. After relocating
to Arizona, Mike worked with his broth-
er, Dave at Safari pools until retiring and
later opening his own pool cleaning busi-
ness. 

Mike will be remembered for his quick wit
and great sense of humor. He loved music all his
life, and loved to sing out loud (even though we
pleaded with him not to). His lifelong love/hate
affair with the Green Bay Packers was legendary,
and his last wish is to have his cremated
remains spread at Lambeau Field. Mike had a

great passion for cooking, and over the
years became quite the chef.

Survivors include his siblings:
David (Gaylyn) Loskill, of Arizona;
Debbie Jackson (James Howard), of
Braidwood; Robert Loskill, of Arizona;
Linda (Sam) Rath and Sherre (Eloy)
Valadez, both of Braidwood; his long-

time friend, Caresa Bartels, and
nephews and nieces: Carl (Savana)

Loskill, Nicole Loskill, Paul (Crystal)
Rath, and Eric (Katie) Rath.
Mike was preceded in death by his parents,

John Loskill on April 25, 1976 and Evelyn Loskill
Tomasic on May, 19, 2017.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Mike’s memorial page, which is accessible at
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com. 

Michael Loskill

COAL CITY—Betty Maland, 100, a
lifelong resident of Coal City, passed
away peacefully on Thursday, Sept. 1,
2022 at Heritage Health of Dwight.

Born Jan. 15, 1922 in Coal City,
Elizabeth was the daughter of Joseph
and Caroline (Vaira) Davito. She was
raised and educated in Coal City, and
graduated from Coal City Township
High School with the class of 1939. On
Dec. 13, 1941, Betty married James
Maland in Assumption Catholic Church, and
together they made their home and raised their
daughters in Coal City.

In addition to working at Granerts and
Hyman Clothing Factories, Boodlers and cater-
ing for weddings, Betty’s primary career was
tending and caring for her home and family. A
dedicated member of Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Coal City, Betty will be remembered for being
meticulous in tending to her home and yard,
and enjoyed crocheting. She had many cus-
tomers who bought the baby blankets, sweater
sets and booties that she created, as well as
beautiful afghans.

Survivors include her daughters: Carol
(Don) Young, of Huntley, IL; Diane Smith (Jim
Giordano), of Coal City and Judy (Tony)
Morgese, of Long Beach, MS. Grandchildren
include Anmaree Mora, of Wheaton, IL; Jason
(Andrea) Smith, of Coal City; Craig (Julie)
Young, of Cary, IL; Marc (Tracie) Young, of

Huntley, IL and Granddog Tuck Morgese,
of Long Beach, MS. Great-grandchil-
dren include Arianna (Joseph)
Atkinson, Kate Mora, Halen and Brody
Young, Ella, Sophie and Greta Young;
Paityn, Keegan and Ava Smith and
several nieces, nephews and cousins,
as well as her special friend and long-

time caregiver, Mary Gibson.
Betty was preceded in death by her

husband, James; brother, William Davito
and sister-in-law, Rose (Marsaglia) Davito;

brother, Joseph Davito and sister-in-law, Betty
(Guardia) Davito; great-grandson, Damon
Young and son-in-law, Larry Smith.

A Mass of Christian Burial at Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Coal City is being planned and
inurnment will be in Mount Olivet Catholic
Cemetery, Braidwood.

A complete obituary with service times and
details will follow.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Betty’s memory to the Assumption Catholic
Church Building Fund, Lightways Hospice, The
Coal City Fireman's Association, or to a charity
of the donor's choosing.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photographs and share Betty’s
memorial page online through social media.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted
to Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd., in Coal City.

Betty Maland

WILMINGTON—Susan Marie
(Thomas) Parrish, 63, a lifelong resident
of Wilmington,  passed away at
Ascension Saint Joseph Medical Center
on Monday, Aug. 29, 2022.

Born March 8, 1959 in Mattoon,
IL, she was a daughter of John Dewey
and Elsie Eleanore (Worland) Thomas.
Susan graduated from Wilmington
High School with the class of 1977.
During high school, Susan worked at The
MAR Theatre and also the Launching Pad.
After graduating Susan worked for Folger
Adams for over 24 years, as well as Dockside
Marine for 20 years and was the secretary and
bookkeeper for Parrish Blacktop. On March 15,
1986 Susan married Donald Parrish at the First
United Methodist Church in Wilmington, and
together they cherished 36 years of marriage.
She was a former member of the Wilmington
Moose Lodge #241 and a parishioner of St. Rose
Catholic Church.

Susan was an avid gardener who loved
flowers. She loved cooking and was especially
known for her baking. Susan adored her hus-
band and they spent many years traveling and
on the go. She loved dancing especially when
Don’s band was playing. Susan enjoyed enter-
taining guests, but most importantly was a
devoted wife, mother, grandmother, sister and
aunt who cherished time with her family.

Survivors include her husband, Don, of
Wilmington; two step-children, Jill (Brian) Gill,
of Wilmington and Ron (Tammie) Parrish, of
Braidwood; eight grandchildren, 15 great-
grandchildren, three brothers: Steve (Donna)
Thomas, of Nekoosa, WI and Terry Thomas and

Robert Thomas, of Wilmington; one sis-
ter, Mary (Fred) Gaddis, of Coal City;
sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law:
Denise Thomas, James Balentine,
Sandy (the late John) Parrish, Richard
(Jinnie) Parrish, Bonnie (Bill) Favero,
Barb (Pat) Duffy, Bev (Mike) Duffy,
Michael (Jan) Parrish, Peggy (Jimmy)

Cole, Linda (Doug) Mandat, Lillie
(Steve) Heitke, and Donna (the late

Tommy) Thompson; as well as, several
nieces, nephews, great nieces and great

nephews.
Susan was preceded in death by her par-

ents, three brothers: Patrick (Jeanne) Thomas,
Mike Thomas and Dave Thomas; one sister,
Jane Balentine; one grandson, Thomas Vaughn;
one great-grandson, Liam Vaughn, and her sis-
ter-in-law, Lois (Ray) Martin.

Funeral services were held Friday, Sept. 2,
2022 at Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington. Deacon Jay Plese and Pastor
Thomas Olmstead officiated. Green flameless
cremation rites were accorded following servic-
es.

Preferred memorials in Susan’s memory
may be made to American Breast Cancer
Foundation.

Friends and family are encouraged to
upload photos, sign the online guestbook and
share Susan’s memorial page by logging
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Funeral and green flameless cremation
arrangements were made under the direction
and care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington. 

Susan Parrish

BRAIDWOOD—Dennis
Raymond Zeb, 79, of
Braidwood, passed away
peacefully surrounded by

his loving family on Wednesday, Aug.
31, 2022 at Morris Hospital. 

He was born Dec. 11, 1942 in
Chicago, the son of Stanley and Lucille
(nee Chinski) Zeb. He was a Veteran of
the United States Army and proud mem-
ber of the Wilmington VFW Post #5422.
Dennis retired from the Carpenters Union
Local #1185 with many years of employment.
He was a member of the Wilmington
Recreational Club where he enjoyed competing
in many horseshoe tournaments. He was an
avid outdoorsman, who loved to fish and play
golf.  He was also a great wood-worker that has
created many intricate and beautiful wood
carvings.  Dennis had a one-of-a kind sense of
humor that will forever be remembered, but
always missed.  

Surviving are his wife of 59 years, Lee Anne
(nee Reese) Zeb, who he married June 29, 1963
in Chicago; two sons, Steven (Angie) Zeb, of
Wilmington and Kenneth Zeb, of Braidwood;
four grandchildren: Emily (Jamie) Zeb, Jesse

Zeb, Corinne Zeb and Maralee (Keith)
Randt; eight great-grandchildren:
Joshua, Milo, Max, Ezekiel, Uriah, Eric,
Owen and Ivy; brother, Stanley Zeb Jr.,
of Braidwood; sister, Debbie Zeb, of
Decatur, IL and numerous nieces,
nephews, cousins, and many friends.  

Preceding him in death were his
parents, Stanley and Lucille; son, Gary

Alan Zeb (7-18-2022) and one grandson,
Brandon Bright.  

Cremation rites will be accorded.
Private inurnment with military honors will
take place in Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood.    

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in
his name may be directed to the Wilmington
VFW, 557 W. Baltimore St., Wilmington, IL
60481.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com or find them on
Facebook.

Arrangements have been entrusted to R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory.

Dennis Zeb

WILMINGTON—Kenneth
R. Roach, 66, of Wilmington,
passed away Tuesday, Aug.
30, 2022 at his residence.

Born Nov. 11, 1955 in Chicago, he
was a son to Raymond and Rachel
(Short) Roach. Kenneth was proud to
have honorably served in the United
States Marines. On May 19, 2001 he
married Beverly Kelly in Bridgeview, IL.
Kenneth was a loving husband, son,
father, brother, uncle and papa who cher-
ished his family. He enjoyed fishing, riding
motorcycles and loved his animals. Kenneth
was a lifelong farmer who will be remembered
for his produce stand, KB & J Farms, on the cor-
ner of 129 and Strip Mine Road beside Snookers
Bar.

Survivors include his mother, Rachel Short,
of Bridgeview; wife, Beverly, of Diamond; two
children, Stacey (Darrell) Roach, of Gardner and
Richard (Jennifer) Vulpitta, of Portage, IN; four
grandchildren: Jacob Lafine, Connie, Chloe and
Benjamin Vulpitta; one sister, Joyce Chism, of

Hometown, IL and three nieces: Dawn
(Adrienne), Rose (Alex) and Jodi Roach.

Kenneth was preceded in death by
his father, Raymond; grandson, Billy
and one brother, Bobby Roach.

The family will receive friends at
Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E.
Kahler Road, in Wilmington on

Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2022 between the
hours of 3 and 7 p.m. Graveside servic-

es with military honors will take place at
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in

Elwood at a later date.
Preferred memorials in Kenneth’s memory

may be made to The Wounded Warrior Project.
Friends and family are encouraged to log

on to www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to submit
photos, sign the online guestbook and share his
memorial page via social media.

Funeral arrangements have been made
under the direction and care of Baskerville
Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Kenneth R. Roach

W I L M I N G T O N — M i l o
Veigelt, 92, of Wilmington,
passed away peacefully
Sunday, Sept. 4, 2022 at his

home.  
Born March 29, 1930 in Chicago,

he was the son of Otto and Rose (nee
Chodl) Veigelt. He was a Veteran of the
United States Army.  Milo was raised on
a farm and continued farming within the
Will County Area his entire life.  He began
employment for Caterpillar, Inc. in 1955,
retiring in 1986 after 30 years of employment.
For 10 years he also worked for the Department
of Natural Resources covering areas such as the
Pheasant Raising Farm, Des Plaines
Conservation Area, and Mazonia. He was a
proud volunteer at Morris Hospital within the
transportation department serving as bus driv-
er. Milo thoroughly enjoyed traveling all 50
states and the world with his wife, Beverly, until
her passing in 2000.  

Surviving are three children: Debi (Rick)
Schorie, of Joliet; Dennis (Laura) Veigelt, of
Corinth, MS and Denise (Craig) Kasher, of
Braidwood; 10 grandchildren: Matthew Veigelt,
Ashley Veigelt, Devin (Steve) Esparza, Dustin
(Christina) Veigelt, David (fiance, Kady
Sassenger), Brian (Tahleatha) Kasher, Kevin
(Sehar Masood) Kasher, Kathy Kasher, Jeff
(Katie Belcher) Miller and David (fiance, Nikki
Hood) Miller; 11 great-grandchildren: Colin,
Olivia, and Lucy Esparza; Anabelle and Milo

Veigelt, Troy, Trent, and Abrahim Kasher;
Wesley, Desmond, and Tessa Sassenger;
daughter-in-law, Juanita (the late Ric)
Veigelt, of Plainfield; sister-in-law,
Roxanne (the late Ronald) Hooper, of
Essex; and numerous nieces,
nephews, and their families.  

Preceding him in death were his
parents, Otto and Rose; beloved wife

of 47 years, Beverly Rae (nee Hooper)
Veigelt, who he married June 20, 1953 at

the United Methodist Church in Essex; one
son, Ric Veigelt (7/18/2019) and one brother,
Otto (Gladys) Veigelt.  

A special thank you to the Whistle Stop Cafe
family in Diamond.  

Visitation for Milo will be at the R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
Braidwood, Friday, Sept. 9, 2022 from 4-8 p.m.
Funeral services will also be at the funeral
home, Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022 at 10 a.m.
Interment will follow in Oakwood Cemetery,
Braidwood.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to
the family would be appreciated to be dispersed
to Milo's favorite charities.  

For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com or find them on
Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood has been entrusted
with arrangements.

Milo Veigelt
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WILMINGTON—On Saturday, Sept.
3, 2022, Scott Ronald Fierro, of
Wilmington, passed away suddenly
and unexpectedly. 

Over the years, Scott made friends
with everyone he met, whether they
were work colleagues at
Andrew/Commscope (2000-2014),
Reichold (2014-2016), or BASF (2016 to
2022), or friends from Wilmington High
School. He might not have been quick to
laugh, but when he did, it was such a joyous
sound. You could not help but join in. He could
talk about the Chicago Bulls or Chicago Bears
for hours at a time and his passion for baseball
knew no bounds. 

He loved watching his son, Dexter, com-
pete in whatever sport he was doing from t-ball
to baseball, football and wrestling to strong-
man. Scott was always Dexter’s number one fan
and supporter. He was looking forward to the
same with his grandbabies as they grew. Scott
enjoyed playing slow pitch men’s softball with
some of the greatest guys out there. He played
on multiple teams over the years and won many
tournaments and awards, the greatest being
when he was named Illinois’s USSSA 2015 State
Tournament MVP with the Quack Pack. In
recent years, he enjoyed playing cornhole with
The Backyard Baggers, spending hours playing
the game and laughing with those men and
women who loved the sport like he did. Most
Friday nights he could be found playing Texas
Hold ‘Em with various friends; he never said no
to a game. 

During the summer, he enjoyed being out
on the water, floating on Lake of the Ozarks,
playing at the Sandbar on the Kankakee River,

or pulling friends’ children behind the
boat as they tubed. It didn’t matter
where, for Scott, it was just about fun
with good friends. Scott loved to ride
bikes and hike with his wife and high
school sweetheart, Melissa. Hiking
the Grand Canyon with her was one of
his favorite memories, and their plans

to hit up the rest of the National Parks
were high on the list of future trips to

take together. The almost 28 years they
spent together were filled with love and

laughter. 
This sweet, gentle man will be missed by all

who knew him, including his wife of almost 20
years, Melissa Fierro (nee Johnson); his son and
daughter-in-law, Dexter Fierro and Rebecca
Fierro (nee Kuske); his granddaughter, Phebe
LaRue Fierro; his grandson, Leonardo Peter
Fierro; his parents, Ron and Lynn Fierro; his sis-
ter, Chrissy (husband, Ross Cooper); his broth-
er, DJ (wife, Sarah); his niece, Autum Hencinski;
nephew, Zachary Fierro and numerous aunts,
uncles, and cousins. 

Scott was preceded in death by his grand-
parents, Walter and Francis Lickus and Joseph
and Rose Mary Fierro. 

There will be a memorial Mass for Scott at
10 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022 at St. Rose
Catholic Church in Wilmington. 

In lieu of flowers the family asks for dona-
tions in Scott’s name to either his favorite char-
ities, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital or
the National Kidney Foundation. 

Please sign his guestbook at www.clan-
cygernon.com.

Arrangements have been made by Clancy-
Gernon Funeral Home in Bourbonnais. 

Scott Fierro 
The Gardner Lions Club

has been out of action to do
fundraising for some time due
to Covid, lack of members and
money which has caused
activities to be put on hold.

The new 2022-2023 offi-
cers are Joe Spiezio, president;
Grace Mertes, vice president;
Mike Engfer, treasurer and
Linda Spiezio, secretary. The

club is down to eight members
which doesn’t allow them to do
many things. The hope is that
some new and past members
will consider joining. Meetings
are held at the Gardner restau-
rant on the second Tuesday of
the month at 6 p.m. For more
information contact President
Spiezio at 815-252-8251.

The Lions are still collect-

ing pop can tabs, ink car-
tridges, hearing aids and glass-
es without the cases. Old
National Bank has a drop-off
box. 

The new 1-BK District
Governor Irene Leopold will
be visiting the Gardner Club
on Sept. 13 to give updates on
local and international infor-
mation. 

Gardner Lions Club is back in action

There will be a circle jam
on 2nd Saturday, Sept. 10,
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the hall
under the water tower at the
Godley Park District, 500 S.
Kankakee Street, Godley.

Bring your instrument
and play, sing or just enjoy.

The free event is open to
everyone including musicians
and listeners. Donations will
be accepted.

Circle jams are social
hours featuring a mix of music
from classic country to blue-
grass and more. For more
information call Randy
Kiefling at 815-237-8139.

Circle jam 
coming
Saturday

BY DANIEL GRANT
FARMWEEK

The expression “when it
rains, it pours” certainly sums
up the weather pattern much
of this growing season in
Illinois.

Those who received
steady rounds of rain
absorbed massive downpours
that caused extensive flooding,
particularly in parts of north-
ern, southwest and southeast
Illinois in recent weeks.

Meanwhile, there are
farmers in portions of Illinois,
and more so in states west of
the Mississippi River, who
probably still feel like they
can’t buy a rain this season.

So, what’s with the
extreme disparity in rainfall
events? Convective thunder-
storms typically generate a
wide range of rainfall within a
small geographical area, and
that’s just what the jet stream
is funneling right through the
state as the subtropical flow
from the south and northern
polar jet merge.

“We’re in a region where

we’re seeing the two jet
streams come together,” mete-
orologist Jim Rasor said at the
Illinois Wheat Association’s
summer forum in Okawville
(Washington County). “The jet
streams are like the train
tracks and the storms are the
trains.”

And some of the storms
that barreled into Illinois on
this track dropped close to a
foot of rain or more in some
areas in recent weeks. Some of
the heavy downpours were fed
by nearly unbearable humidi-
ty, at times.

“We’re already wetter than
normal down here (in south-
ern Illinois) for the month
because of one rain event,”
Rasor said on Aug. 9.

The stretch of extreme
rainfall events improved top-
soil moisture ratings in the
state to 18% surplus, 58% ade-
quate and 24% short or very
short as of Aug. 8. Nearly one-
third of topsoil moisture
ranked short or very short
back on July 11.

But there are still areas of
the state quite short on mois-

ture. Portions of Champaign
County and the southern tips
of Alexander and Pulaski were
in severe drought as of Aug. 11,
according to the U.S. Drought
Monitor. Moderate drought
also remains an issue in all or
parts of DeWitt, Douglas,
Edgar, Piatt and Vermilion
counties in east central Illinois
and in Hancock, Henderson,
McDonough and Warren
counties to the west.

The weather outlook
favors hotter and drier condi-
tions to the north and warm,
muggy and wet conditions to
the south, with a fairly mild
and dry forecast for harvest,
according to Rasor.

Long term, the rise in
rainfall disparity and extreme
precipitation events could per-
sist.

“Climate change is real,”
Rasor said. “A warmer atmos-
phere will hold more humidity
and more humidity will make
more rain. But we’re also get-
ting extended dry periods in
the summer (in between
storms).”

Since 1981, the frequency
of daily 2-plus-inch rain
events has doubled, said Eric
Snodgrass, principal atmos-
pheric scientist at Nutrien Ag
Solutions. “The frequency of
500-year flood events is
increasing,” he said.

But that’s not the case
everywhere, as evidenced by
the multi-year drought in the
southwest and western U.S.

“For us, we’re getting the
rain,” Rasor said. “But other
places are getting less.”

In fact, changing precipi-
tation patterns are causing a
shift in the Corn Belt, accord-

ing to Elwynn Taylor, Iowa
State University climatologist.

“We’ve been getting
increasing moisture in the
Corn Belt, including almost all
of Illinois. It’s pushing the
Corn Belt to the north and
west.”

The geographical center
of the Corn Belt was located
over Springfield in 1950, but
has since moved to Peoria by
1964, the Quad Cities in the
next decade and currently sits
close to Des Moines, Iowa,
Taylor noted.

“Minnesota was barely
part of the Corn Belt (in the
mid-1900s) and now is a major
part of it (along with the
Dakotas),” he said. “The rea-
son is precipitation.”

This story was distributed
through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association.

Extreme rain events could be new norm in Illinois

It has been 61 years since
the WHS class of 1961 graduat-
ed. On Saturday, Sept. 10, at
noon, the last organized
reunion will take place. 

It will be informal at
Wilmington’s South Island
pavillion. The plan is to be
with long-time friends who
have the ability to make each
other feel like kids again and
catch up with the present.

There is no charge and
anyone who would like to join
us is welcome. If possible,
please bring a folding chair,
your own beverage and a dish
to share during the potluck
lunch. Arrive at noon and dine
at 1 p.m.

For more details contact
Sharon at 815-861-6534 or
Lana at 414-719-1121.

Class of 1961 to hold reunion
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Dear EarthTalk: Is it true
that you shouldn’t put plastic
bottle caps that are less than
three inches wide in diameter
into the recycling bin?

-- Bill S., Grafton, VT

Yes! It is true that you
shouldn’t recycle plastic bot-
tle caps that are less than
three inches in diameter; in
fact, you shouldn't recycle
anything that is less than
three inches in diameter.

Why is this? During the
recycling process, plastics are
sorted, baled, washed, ground
down, separated from contam-
inants, melted, filtered and
made into pellets.

This is a long, complicated
process, and the smallest plas-
tics are often easily lost. The
end result is an overaccumula-
tion of plastic bottle lids and
other small plastic items that

were disposed of improperly
and unfortunately have
nowhere to go.

This overaccumulation is
very problematic for animal
life; marine life in particular.
Hawaii, for example, is detri-
mentally affected by the global
plastics issue.

Because of its location in
the Pacific, much of the world’s
plastic waste ends up on
Hawaii’s beaches, making the
50th state an unfortunate but
necessary target of scientific
inquiry.

According to the Beach
Environmental Awareness
Campaign Hawaii (BEACH),
plastic caps are among the top
10 items found during beach
clean-ups. In another study
completed by BEACH, it was
found that 100 per cent of
albatross chicks that call the
northwestern Hawaiian
Islands home had eaten plastic
derived from a number of
sources, plastic bottle caps
being one of them.

Unfortunately, most plas-
tic bottle caps, regardless of
their size, are not easily recy-
cled and may require a special-
ized facility.

According to Earth 911,
plastic bottle caps are made
from a different kind of plastic
called polypropylene (plastic
#5) which has a higher melting
point (a difference of 160
degrees Fahrenheit!). Because
of this, when the plastic recy-
clables are melted down, the
bottlecaps stay intact.

This can render an entire
batch of recyclables useless,
which means it becomes unus-
able waste again.

Thankfully, specialized
recycling facilities circumnavi-
gate this issue by grinding the
plastic caps into flakes. These
flakes are then melted into pel-
lets, which are formed into
new items such as reusable
plastic bags or car battery cas-
ings.

However, finding these
specialized facilities may be a
bit tricky. Most curbside col-

lectors offer a cap-on stan-
dard, whereby you as the
recycler may recycle plastic
caps if they are twisted onto a
bottle. 

However, some do not as
they may consider a sealed
bottle a safety hazard (due to
c o m p re s s i o n / e x p l o s i o n )
while others may simply want
to avoid liquids. In some
select cases, they may refuse
to recycle bottle caps simply

because the financial return
rate is too low.

Whatever the case, it is
advised that you determine
exactly what options your
recycling program offers, as

the options do vary.
If you’re having difficulty

finding a convenient way to
recycle your plastic bottle
caps, your best option would
be to either save them up and
then throw them out at an
acceptable facility, or to reuse
them.

Many plastic caps are
actually universal and can be
used on all sorts of different
plastic bottles. Other more
determined recyclers have
even gone as far as to make
arts and crafts from bottle
caps!

Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.

How a simple bottle cap can effect our enviroment

The Gardner Lions Club
will host a pork chop supper at
the Gardner American Legion
Hall on Saturday, Sept. 17,
from 4-7 p.m. Meal will
include pork chop(s), baked
beans, cole slaw, roll, lemon-
ade, ice tea and bottled water.
The price for two pork chops
will be $12 or one for $9. To go
orders at the door will be filled
accordingly. Drinks are not
included.

Gardner Lions
pork chop 
supper Sept. 17
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BOATS

14 foot Lund fishing 
boat. 8 hp merc, 2 ped-
estal seats. $1,550. 
Call 815-423-6064 or 
779-279-4788.  cc34-36

GARAGE SALE

95 W Division St., Coal 
City. Thur., Fri., & Sat., 
Sept. 8, 9, & 10 from 
9:30am to 3pm. Moving 
sale of 3 households, 
lots of different things 
available. Weber grill, 
camping equipment, 
hunting clothes, mower, 
clothes, dishwasher, 
horse equipment, Eng-
lish saddle with bridle, 
lots of nice stuff. Come 
see what we have. 

GARAGE SALE

Polk-A-Dot Drive In 
now hiring day staff. 
Work while your kids 
are in school. Stop by 
for an application. 
Braidwood. cc33-36

VanDuyne Motel is 
looking for part-time 
maintenance man/ 
handy man, working up 
to 25 hrs/week. Also, 
looking for part-time 
housekeeper, working 
8-15 hrs/week. Please 
call 815-476-2801 or 
stop by VanDuyne Mo-
tel at 107 Bridge St., 
Wilmington, IL. Come 
to office and fill out ap-
plication. cc30b-37b

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

MOTORCYCLES

1995 Harley Davidson 
1200 Sportster, $6,500. 
Only one owner. Low, 
low mileage. Garage 
kept. All original parts. 
Battery charger and 
chain lock included. 
Please contact Becky 
at 815-651-6593. 
cc36-37

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Gas Fireplace Repair
40 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
ck34-33

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. 
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. 

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966. 
tfn/47b

STORAGE WANTED

Looking for a used van 
or mini van with a lift or
cargo carrier for power
wheelchair. Call
815-476-2630. cc36-37

WANTED TO BUY

*Wanted*Wanted*
Old cars, trucks or mo-
torcycles. Running or 
not. Cash buyer. Larry
815-671-8741. ca29-36

ILLINOIS CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING NETWORK

HELP WANTED

Green Thumb Farms,
LLC looking for fall har-
vest help, can lead to year
round employment. Some
experience preferred, but
not required. CDL pre-
ferred, but not required.
Contact:
Andy Rousonelos
(815) 768-7066
Farm Location: Morris

1500 N. Kankakee St.,
Wilmington. Fri. & Sat.,
Sept. 9 & 10. 8am to 4pm
Cleaning out storage
rental everything must go!
Household items, col-
lectibles, home improve-
ment supplies, Baby
items.
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Way back in 1996, I spent
a few minutes walking around
the Chicago-based
Democratic National
Convention with then-House
Minority Leader Michael
Madigan.

Madigan at the time was
working to regain his cham-
ber’s majority after the 1994
national Republican wave
combined with the
Republican-drawn legislative
district maps to knock the
Speaker’s gavel out of his hand.
But even with his lessened
official status, Madigan was
still hugely powerful within his
party and he was clever
enough that many figured he’d
somehow find a way back.

At some point that
evening, Cook County
Recorder of Deeds Jesse White
approached Madigan. White
had served 18 years in the
House with Madigan, so the
two knew each other well.

White told Madigan that
he was seriously considering
running for secretary of state.
Madigan was polite but non-
committal in response.

After White walked away,
Madigan turned to me, chuck-
led, shook his head no and
sighed, “Jesse.” He clearly had
other plans for the office,
which had been held by the
Republican Party for 15 years
by that time and was likely to
be an open seat if incumbent
George Ryan did as expected
and ran for governor.

Long story short, Madigan
ended up supporting Tim
McCarthy, a former Secret
Service agent who took a bul-
let to his chest while protect-
ing President Ronald Reagan

during a 1981
a s s a s s i n a t i o n
attempt. White
ended up winning
the 1998
Democratic pri-
mary by 13 points.
Madigan, by then
the House
Speaker, brought
a large campaign
check to his first
p o s t - p r i m a r y
meeting with the
winner and sup-
ported White from
that point on.

White went on to win the
1998 general election against
former state Rep. Al Salvi,
whose spouse Kathy is cur-
rently running for U.S. Senate,
by 13 points.

From that election for-
ward, Jesse White became a
singularly unifying force in
Illinois politics. He routinely
managed to win areas where
no other Democrat could even
hope to compete. In 2002, he
won all 102 Illinois counties,
raking in 68 percent of the vote
and cementing his legendary
status. He won 63 percent of
the vote four years later, then
won subsequent elections
with 70, 66 and 68 percent.

A determined worker,
White had gone all-out to
defeat Madigan’s candidate in
1998, campaigning every-
where, and he was not happy
that he lost a few counties in
2006 after sweeping them four
years earlier, so he made sure
to ramp up his efforts in 2010.

Over six elections, White
outpolled his party’s candidate
for governor by an average of
13.8 percentage points.

In 2018, he
lost just two of
Illinois’ 59 state
Senate districts,
according to the
Illinois Elections
Data website.

Nobody has
ever tried to quan-
tify White’s impact
on down-ballot
races. Did crossing
over for White
help nudge
Republican-lean-
ing voters to

maybe support a Democrat for
the legislature or local office?
There’s no data to prove such
an hypothesis, but I gotta fig-
ure he helped, and nobody can
ever doubt that White has
been a strong net-positive for
his party.

And when his preferred
candidate to replace him as
Secretary of State failed after
innumerable problems were
exposed with how she has run
her current Chicago office, the
Democratic nominee Alexi
Giannoulias was quick to
embrace the longtime incum-
bent White, knowing he’ll be
an asset in the fall campaign.

When White leaves office
in January, I just don’t see how
we’ll ever see another politi-
cian like him. His appeal not

only crosses party lines, but he
showed Madigan and others in
1998 that people of all colors
and origins would eagerly sup-
port him.

In 1998, I wrote that White
was an American hero and
predicted Illinois voters would
pick up on that. He recruited
kids out of neighborhoods that
many folks are afraid to even
drive through to his epony-
mous Tumblers team and
helped shape them into solid
citizens. He’s run that team
since 1959, and over all those
decades only a tiny handful
have ever had serious trouble
with the law. His fellow party
members aren’t the only ones
who owe him a debt of grati-
tude.

White’s retirement may or
may not make a difference for
Democrats on election day
going forward. As I said above,
we simply don’t know what
actual impact his huge wins
have had on other races.

What we do know is that
we are losing an elected offi-
cial whose consistently unify-
ing appeal has no equal in this
state’s politics. And we will be
the lesser for that loss.

Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

We may never see another politician like Jesse White

Join the Wilmington Lions
Club saturday, Sept. 10 for a
family-fun event in downtown
Wilmington.

Among the activities will
be a breakfast from 10 a.m. to
noon with Oz characters.
Perhaps youngsters will want
to dine with Dorothy, the Tin
man, Scarecrow, or the cow-
ardly Lion. Costumes wel-
comed throughout the day.

Auntie Em's Farmers

Market will be held on North
Water Street, from 10 a.m.-4
p.m., to peruse the antiques,
artisans and crafters offerings.
Farm fresh produce including
vegetable and harvest décor
will be available for purchase. 

The Oz cordially invites all
ages to a costume contest
starting at 2 p.m., so dust off
those ruby slippers, Glenda's
wand or Wicked Witches
broom.

Oz Fest is Saturday
in Wilmington

Anyone interested in
learning more about the
Illinois HB 3653, also known as
the SAFE-T Act, is urged to
attend an evening meeting of
the Wilmington Chamber of
Commerce.

The Illinois law signed by
Gov. Pritzker last year is the
criminal reform bill that will
waive cash bail requirements
for anyone arrested, among
other things.

The Chamber has invited
Will County State’s Attorney

James Glasgow and candidate
for Will County Sheriff James
Reilly to speak of the conse-
quences of the bill. Several
police chiefs fear the bill being
implemented in Jan. 1, 2023
will hinder law enforcement
officers and give violent
offenders a pass on serving jail
time.

The meeting will be held
Thursday, Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. at
Tuffy’s Lounge, 1099 S. Water
St., Wilmington.

Chamber opens meeting on
SAFE-T act up to the public

Members of the
Togliatti/Togliatto family are
reminded that the annual
reunion will be held Sunday,
Sept. 11 in the small pavilion
at the Coal City Area Club.

The reunion will begin at
noon. A buffet style dinner will

be served promptly at 12:30
p.m. Attendees are asked to
bring tableware and beverages
for their family and a dish to
pass for the buffet table.

Arrangements will be
made at the gate so all rela-
tives can enter the club.

Togliatti/Togliatto reunion
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BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

Win one for the Gipper.
Bobby Boucher’s speech in
“The Waterboy.” Half-time is a
time to regroup and make
adjustments regardless of the
score. 

The scene at the half of
Friday’s home opener against
Bishop McNamara for the Coal
City football team was pretty
futile, with the Irish holding a
6-3 advantage. The second half
was all Coalers though as they
outscored Bishop Mac 27-0
and rolled to a 30-6 victory.

“There were a few factors.
Coach Jim Looper did a good
job at half-time adjusting his
offense. In the first half we
were trying to spread it
around, do some different
things and it just wasn’t click-
ing,” said Coal City coach
Francis Loughran. “We decid-
ed to go a little more power
heavy and offensively we were
able to move the ball and kind
of wear them down. We have
some pretty good depth on our
side and they had a lot of guys
going both ways.”

Drake Dearth’s 12-yard
touchdown run with 3:53 left
in the third, moved Coal City in
front for good, 13-6. On the
ensuing kickoff, Derek Carlson
recovered a fumble. Three
plays later, Landin Benson
scored from four yards out to
make it 20-6.

“That was such a momen-
tum swing for us. In the first
half, we were moving the ball
okay at times and then we’d get
near the red zone and kind of
shoot ourselves in the foot. So
for us to punch it in, that was a
big deal for us. Special teams
made a great hustle play which
sparked us and extended the
lead that we were able to hold
for the rest of the night,” said
Loughran.

Benson had a huge night
for Coal City with 21 carries for
147 yards and two touch-
downs, with the last coming
with 10:19 left, a five yard

scamper. The Coalers rushed
for 246 yards with 195 in the
second half.

“We started the second
half with a different mindset
and really had more energy.
Our ability to put in fresh backs
makes it easier to tire out the
opposition,” said Benson.

The Coaler defense stifled
the Irish all game with the
exception of two big passes in
the first half which led to the
lone Mac scoring drive, a 14-
yard touchdown pass with 6:27
left in the second quarter. Coal
City held one of the state’s best
running backs, Jayden Wright
to 15 carries for 27 yards and
their offense as a whole to 100
total yards.

“Up front, Michael
Gonzalez had a great game for
us. He’s real active on the d-
line and was a big reason why
we were able to keep their run
game in check. Dearth was
going both ways and did a
great job controlling the line of
scrimmage which really
helped our linebackers. I

thought Gavin Carpenter,
Austin Davy and Tanner
Phillips all had a very good
game this week,” said
Loughran.

“It was a bounce back
game after last week. In the
secondary, Crede Skubic did a
nice job of helping with the
run and Carlson on special
teams and defense provided
that leadership for us.”

Benson also played some
cornerback and made a big
interception in the fourth
quarter. Oh and he’s also the
team’s punter.

“Going into the game, we
planned for Landin to get a
number of carries for us. He’s a
very talented runner and just a
sophomore. He really sparked
us offensively. He has that big
play threat ability. Just a great
all-around game for him. All
that hard work he’s putting in
is paying off.”

Dearth had seven carries
for 57 yards and a TD,

Carpenter recorded nine rush-
es for 38 yards and Davy had 12
yards on four carries. Braden
Reilly was 5-for-7 passing for
38 yards. Braden Young (17
yards), Jim Feeney (16 yds) and
Aiden Christopher (5 yds)
hauled in a reception each. 

Young also connected on
three 22-yard field goals.

The Coaler defense tallied
12 tackles for loss with
Carpenter (four),
Gonzalez/Joey Breneman
(both three) and
Dearth/Skubic (one each)
leading the way. Gonzalez had
eight combined stops (six
solo), Carpenter/Breneman
both made five solo tackles,
Skubic made four stops and
Phillips had three tackles.

"The key was to fire off the
ball hard and really close the
gaps making it hard for their
run game to work. Carpenter
and Gonzalez really did great
and shut down their offense,"
said Benson.

Second half surge nets first victory

Photo by Ann Gill
COAL CITY’S Landin Benson went into the end zone twice and racked up 147 rushing yards in the
Coalers’ home opener against Bishop MacNamara on Friday. The Coalers travel to Wilmington’s
Becker Field this week to take on the defending Class 2A state champion Wildcats in conference
action. 

Coalers looking to snap Wilmington's win streak
BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

October 18, 2019. 
That was the last time

Coal City beat Wilmington in
football. That was also
Wilmington's last conference
loss. 

Since then, they have won
15 straight ICE games and 21
games overall. The longtime
rivals will square off at Jeff
Reents Stadium this Friday. 

Last year's matchup was a
defensive battle with just 17
combined points in a 10-7 win
for the ‘Cats.

"That program, that
offense is just very precise,
very disciplined and they are
going to look to run the ball on
us," said Coal City head coach
Francis Loughran.

"That offense is very diffi-
cult to defend so we’re going to
need to have a really great
week of practice and play just
assignment football in order to
do that. They return some guys
from their state championship
team. It’s a big game for us, our
season and what we want to
accomplish."

Wilmington enters com-
ing off a 29-0 shutout of Lisle.

They rushed for 200 yards with
118 coming from their top
rusher Colin James. He had
two rushing touchdowns and
also added a 36-yard receiving
TD. James recorded 202 rush-
ing yards in the opener against
Marengo.

Don’t be surprised if
Wilmington passes in third-
and-long situations.
Quarterback Ryder Meents
may be just a junior but he’s
also a two-year starter after
taking over duties in the mid-
dle of last year’s Coal City game
when their main quarterback,
Kaden Humphries suffered a
season-ending injury.

Meents took on the QB
duties for 11 consecutive vic-
tories including the Class 2A
state championship win over
Nashville.

Since then his confidence
level is running high even
though Wilmington rarely has
to pass the ball.

Meents has so far passed
for 148 yards including a
touchdown on 7-for-10
attempts. His average is 21
yards per pass so, much like
Coal City quarterback
Branden Reilly, he is a dual
threat. In the season opener
Meents scored the first two
touchdowns by rushing
against a scrappy Marengo
defense.

"Coach Jim Looper is
already taking a look at what
he wants to do next week and
we’re going to look at some of
those things that worked well
for us last week and see how
we can improve on them and
maybe kind of tweak based on
our matchups."

Look for the Coalers to
employ their no-huddle fast
paced running attack to keep
the Wildcats guessing and for
Landin Benson to be the main
cog in the backfield. Benson
has amassed 239 yards rushing
with three touchdowns.

“Coal City vs. Wilmington

is always a great game,” com-
mented Wilmington coach Jeff
Reents. “We’re expecting a real
battle as coach Loughran does
a nice job of running their pro-
gram over there. There’s no
doubt it’s a rival game for us, as
will be Reed-Custer, but the
Coalers are always tough to
beat. We’re just thankful to be
in front of our home crowd,
and we’re expecting a good
crowd, for this one.”

Of the last seven meetings
between the rivals, four have
been decided by four points or
less.

Photo by Ann Gill
GAVIN CARPENTER eludes an Irish defender in Friday’s non-con-
ference matchup with Bishop MacNamara. Carpenter contributed
38 of the Coalers 245 rushing yards.

The Coal City soccer team lost to Herscher 6-2 on
Thursday when they hosted the Tigers.

Coalers Luke Hawkins and Keaton Stroner each scored
goals with Caleb Figueroa getting an assist. 

Carter Macaluso ended up with 18 saves in the net.
Coal City will host Manteno on Thursday.

Coaler kickers kept
busy on defense

Photo by Eric Fisher

SWITCHING GEARS and direction for the varsity Coalers is
senior Chad Reinert during last week’s home match.

Photo by Eric Fisher

A BIG HELP - Coal City’s Zakk Kramer leaps to head a shot on
goal by Herscher on Thursday. The visiting Tigers kept the
Coaler defense busy with 24 shots resulting in six goals
resulting in a 2-6 loss for Coal City.

Photo by Ann Gill
COAL CITY SENIOR Drake Dearth scored on a 12-yard run in the
third quarter helping the Coalers earn a 30-6 victory over visiting
Bishop MacNamara.
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The Coal City tennis team
captured their own quad meet
on Saturday with 133 points to
outdistance Mendota (114),
Princeton (104) and East
Aurora (80).

At No. 1 singles, Lady
Coaler Abby Stiles won all
three of her matches, 10-0, 10-
1 and 10-3 to lift her team in
the point standings.

At No. 2 singles Mel
Marchese lost with rounds of
4-10, 2-10 and 8-10.

In the doubles competi-
tion, Coal City dominated with
the No. 1 and No. 2 teams beat-
ing all three opponents. Lady
Coaler No. 1 doubles team-
mates Rachel Hall and Kylie
Jackson won their matches 10-
3, 10-8 and 10-3.

No. 2 Doubles Ana Flores
and Ava Solis came through
with 10-7, 10-6 and 10-4 victo-
ries.

Coal City’s #3 Doubles
Emma Hir and Delaney
Peacock finished 10-2, 10-5, 9-
10 for the day.

Coal City Coach Matt
Leman was quite pleased with
his team, almost getting a total
sweep in the doubles matches.

The next home match for
Coal City will be Thursday
when they host Gibson City.

CCHS 4, Bishop Mac 0
The Lady Coalers traveled

to Bishop McNamara High
School last Wednesday where
they swept the Irish.

At No. 1 singles - Abby
Stiles, CC shutout Bishop

Mac’s Sarah Berg, 6-0 , 6-0 .
At No. 2 singles - Emma

Hir, CC defeated her oppo-
nent, 6-2 , 6-2.

At No. 1 doubles - Lady
Coalers Rachel Hall and Kylie
Jackson out-hustled Mac’s

Maya Patel and Cassie
Valtierra, 6-0 , 6-1.

At No. 2 doubles - Coal
City partners Ava Solis and Ana
Flores beat their opponents 6-
2 , 6-2.

Lady Coaler tennis team rules in Quad

Photo by Eric Fisher

HUSTLING TO THE BALL during Saturday’s No. 2 doubles match with partner Ava Solis is Coal City’s
Ana Flores.

Photo by Eric Fisher

SERVING AT No. 3 Doubles for Coal City is Delaney Peacock.

Photo by Eric Fisher

STRONG BACKHAND - Emma Hir returns a volley at the net during doubles competition on Saturday.
The Lady Coalers hosted a Quad meeting beating out Mendota, Princeton and East Aurora.

Photo by Eric Fisher

NO. 1 DOUBLES partners Kylie Jackson (left) and Rachel Hall took first place in the Coal City Quad on
Saturday, winning 10-3, 10-8 and 10-3. They are pictured at the score board between matches.

The Lady Coaler varsity volleyball
team stayed in control of the ICE confer-
ence with a Thursday victory at
Wilmington.

Coal City swept Wilmington at all
three levels, claiming the varsity contest
26-24, 25-22. The Junior varsity Coalers
won their match 23-25, 25-20, 25-17 while
the freshmen won  in two, 25-20, 25-18.

Beat the Blue Devils

A win on Tuesday improved their
record to 5-3 when they upended the
Peotone Blue Devils in three games 25-16,
24-26, and 25-22. 

Addyson Waliczek had 19 setting
assists, 5 kills, 5 digs, and 4 service aces.
Kayla Henline had 12 setting assists, 5
digs, 4 kills, and 3 service aces.

Kenzi Henline led is kills with 8. Kenzi
also had 1 block and 1 dig. Bella Veraveic
had 6 kills, 3 service aces, and 1 block.

Peyton Benson, Carley Morris, and Emma
Rodriguez each had 2 kills.

Jadyn Shaw led is digs with 12.
Aubrey Mellen and Emma Rodriguez each
had 5 digs.

The JV Lady Coalers beat Peotone 25-
12 and 25-19 bringing their record to 4-1.

The Freshmen Lady Coalers also beat
Peotone 25-9 and 25-9 bringing their
record to 4-1.

Lady Coalers do away with Wilmington

Photo by Amy Walker

LADY COALER SENIOR Addyson Waliczek attacks the net from the
outside hitter position during Thursday’s victory at Wilmington.

Photo by Amy Walker

LADY COALER Makayla Henline sets the ball for an outside hitter
during Thursday’s win at Wilmington.

The Coal City golf team
lost to Manteno Thursday
175- 169 despite having a
medalist round from Ryland
Megyeri who recorded his
season best round of 39 at
Cardinal Creek Golf Course
in Beecher.

“It was a great match,”
commented Coal City coach
Harlan Kennell. “Manteno
has depth among their best
golfers which gave them the
edge.”

Other Coaler golfers
who shot well included Ryne
Phelan and Like Crater who
shot a 45 each. They were fol-
lowed by Jack Varnak who
carded a 46, Will McArdle
with a 51 and Dylan Brown

with a 53.
The Coalers are now 4-3

on the season, and 3-1 in the
ICE conference.

Morris 155   Serena 168
Coal City 187

The Coaler golf team lost
to Morris and Serena last
Tuesday at The Creek in
Morris.  The Coalers had a
team score of 187, Serena
with 168, and Morris with
155.

Phelan, a senior, and
juniors Varnack and Megyeri
led the Coalers with rounds
of 46. Crater shot a 49 while
Ethan Bach scored a 51 and
Gerald Carlson 54.

Their next match is
Thursday vs Reed-Custer.

Megyeri’s medalist round
not enough to lift Coalers

Photo by Eric Fisher

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT - Coal City golfer Ryland
Megyeri improves his putting game prior to the start of a
meet.
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