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New staff offers
support services

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Might Coal City Schools merge
the lower grade levels into one educa-
tional building in the near future?

Might there be new athletic fields
coming to the high school?

Anything is one the table as the
Unit 1 Board of Education is talking
with it architectural firm to complete
a district-wide facility improvement
plan.

During a meeting with district
stakeholders—board members,
administrators, staff and citizens—a
number of items related to facilities
were brought  forth for consideration.

Building maintenance and
longevity, athletic facilities and fields
and storage were among the topics
discussed, as was the concept of
merging the lower grade levels into
one educational building.

“As we were reviewing the ses-
sion, we noticed there were a lot of

items related to facilities that came
out of that process. It was something
we thought we needed to get on our
docket sooner rather than later,”
Superintendent Chris Spencer said.

School officials reached out to
the district’s architectural firm,
Cordigan Clark, to put a proposal
together on engaging in a facility
review that looks not only at the top-
ics mentioned during the July strate-
gic planning session, but district facil-
ities  as a whole. 

“There are a lot of things that
came up and this will give us a plan
that can be used to prioritize what
needs to be done and in what order
based on need,” the superintendent
said. 

The three main focus points
are—buildings and grounds, athletic
fields and facilities, and storage.

“We will be looking at all of that
and whatever else might come out of
the plan. We will rely on the experts to
guide us along based on what they

see and hear about our facilities,”
Spencer said.

As for a combined grade level
building, since it was just a concept,
Spencer expects it will be addressed
as part of the architect’s review.

The question with that is does it
make sense to build something down
the road or put money into aging
buildings. 

“That is something that we have

Facilities plan to take in-depth look at district wants,needs

Café to provide 
inclusive employment 
opportunities

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Kris Sayers’ life-long
dream of starting a business
that provides working oppor-
tunities for people with dis-
abilities is coming true with
the launch of a coffee café.

Growing up with a special
needs uncle, Sayers knew from
a young age there were few
employment openings for
those living with disabilities.
But that’s about to change as
Sayers and her business part-
ner Brittany Cochran are
preparing to launch Beans-
and-Bites—Coffee Café. 

The mission of Beans-
and-Bites, Sayers said, “is to
provide workforce opportuni-
ties in a safe, social environ-
ment, building life skills while
increasing community aware-
ness and reducing the unem-
ployment rate of individuals
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities.” 

The coffee café will pro-
vide more than just a place of
work for people with intellec-
tual and developmental dis-
abilities, it give them a setting
to build life skills and  provide
a pathway to live independ-
ently, something Sayers said
isn’t easy to find locally. 

Sayers seeks out business-
es that operate with disabled
persons. She visited an inclu-
sive employment coffee shop
in Connecticut and left with a
lot of feedback and a mentor.

Sayers came home and

decided it was time to stop sit-
ting on the dream, the time has
come to make her dream a
reality.

Sayers reached out to
Cochran who owns and oper-
ates a food service business.
Through their discussions, she
learned the trained chef had a
similar dream.

During culinary school,
Cochran was involved in a pro-
gram that provided disabled
individuals with opportunities
to work in a commercial
kitchen. Through the program,
Cochran provided instruction
on working in a kitchen and
building recipes. 

“It was amazing to hear
this from her and that’s where
Beans-and-Bites was born. I
asked her to be my manager
and then a couple of days later,
I called and asked her to be a
partner and here we are,”
Sayers said.

The concept for Bean-
and-Bites started to take shape
in June and even through the
long-term business plan is still
a work in progress, the first
cups of coffee will be coming
in the near future.

“I was anticipating this
could take awhile, but the
feedback has been amazing,”
said Sayers.

Beans-and-Bites is being
developed as a non-profit
business. “It’s not about
money. It’s about providing
opportunities and bringing

Coffee shop
with a dream

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

After a week of classes for the Unit 1
School District, the superintendent
reports there is excitement in the air for a
new academic year, a new beginning. 

From the moment teachers walked
in for their first day, Superintendent
Chris Spencer said it was clear the staff

was ready to be back—back without mit-
igations and restrictions. 

It was a vibe he said that continued
into the first day of student attendance as
students walked through the doors with
smiles on their faces. 

“Seeing the kids come in was just
great and I think they had a lot the same
feelings as their teachers. There’s an ener-
getic vibe across the district,” Spencer

said. 
The return of students, Spencer said,

“is the best day of the year, my favorite
day of the year, because it’s a brand new
year—new classrooms, new teachers,
meeting new people.”

For the first time in two and a half
years, there is no social distancing, masks

New beginnings

Photo by Eric McGill/Joliet Slammers
DULY HEALTH AND Care Field—Home of the Joliet Slammers—was filled with law enforcement officers last week as the team hosted
its Stand Up for the Blue Night. Among those in the crowd on Thursday, Aug. 18 were members of the Coal City Police Department
and representatives from the village of Coal City. Police Chief Chris Harseim [pictured] was given the honor of throwing out one of
the first pitches to get the game started. The Slammers won the contest 1-0 over the Gateway Grizzlies. 

Harseim fires the first pitch

SEE FACILITIES, PAGE 2

SEE DREAM, PAGE 2

SEE BEGINNINGS, PAGE 2
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are not required, kids can once again eat lunch
together and extra and co-curricular activities
are back and in full swing.

It’s a new beginning and that is the super-
intendent’s theme for the year.

It’s also a new beginning for Spencer as he
takes over as superintendent.

The last couple of years have been difficult
for everyone, especially those in education.
Many educators found themselves second
guessing what they were doing during the pan-
demic, and in turn, it resulted in a lot of
turnover. 

The  superintendent is looking to getting
back to a time when teachers and students
were excited to be in school, and from the
excitement and energetic vibe  he’s seen and
felt  in the first week, its been encouraging. 

In his opening address to staff, Spencer
laid out his expectations—communication,
assessment  and most importantly putting stu-
dents first.

The superintendent is encouraging the
staff to get back to creating relationships with
their students—a level of engagement that has
been limited the past couple of years. 

“I think the kids have felt a distance and we
need to get back to creating relationships,”
Spencer said. 

Increased communication with parents is
another area he’s asking the staff to focus on

this school year.
“I think our staff does that in general, but

we need to get back to the basics of making a
phone call home. Right now it’s easy to use the
Remind app or send an e-mail. But, getting
back to the basics, reaching out to tell parents
their student is going great or needing help
goes a long way,” Spencer said.

And, he said, it’s time to get back to taking
ownership in the assessment process, one that
provides data  and ensures a student’s under-
standing of the subject matter being studied.

Spencer said the district’s director of cur-
riculum and instruction, Tammy Elledge,  has
put a lot of work into developing and improv-
ing the district’s assessment process which has
proven successful. 

“In the last couple of years, and it’s no ones
fault because of the way things have been, but
it slowed and it wasn’t given the attention that
was needed. And, it’s time to get back to that
and it’s what is best for kids,” Spencer said. 

As the superintendent said, “every job
starts with school and we get to build that. We
have the best job in the world working with
kids.”

There are 398 students enrolled at the early
childhood center, 283 at the elementary school,
296 in the intermediate school, 502 at the mid-
dle school and 642 in the high school. 

It’s a new beginning for all  2,121 students
enrolled in the district, kids that started the
school year with smiles on their faces. Spencer
hopes to see those same smiles every day
through the close of the year. 

about awareness, edu-
cating individuals and
the community and
that’s what we are going
to do,” Sayers said.

The business is
being built in phases,
the first being pop-up
events throughout the
area. Cups of coffee and
breakfast pastries will be
coming to local events in the coming weeks, they even have
businesses who have offered space to set up shop on a tempo-
rary basis.

Phase two is focused on a drive up location in Coal City and
phase three is a storefront from where they can prepare and
serve a full breakfast and lunch menu.

“Everyone is being so helpful in offering suggestions for
locations, but there is more to picking an open space,” said
Sayers. 

When it comes finding the perfect location, Sayers and
Cochran have to take their employee base into consideration.
Individuals with sensory issues can’t work near a railroad cross-
ing as they will have trouble with the noise and any building
they find must be ADA accessible.

“There are multiple factors in play when finding the right
location to set up shop,” Sayers said. 

The phases will come as funds become available, the first
purchase is a coffee machine and it comes with a big price tag.

Through her research on coffee makers and the types that
are best for her intended workforce, Sayers has been directed to
acquire a fully automated machine with a price range from
$16,000 to $24,000.

“This is our biggest expense right now,” Sayers said. 
This up and coming non-profit is currently working with

the Community Foundation of Grundy County to accept public
donations.

Donations to the Beans- and-Bites fund held by the
Community Foundation can be made online at cfgrundycoun-
ty.com/beans-and-bites or by sending a check made payable to
CFGC with Beans and Bites in the memo line to the Community
Foundation at 520 W. Illinois Ave., Morris, IL 60450. All donations
made to Beans and Bites are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

Sayers is excited to see the dream coming together and is
grateful for the support that’s being shown by the community. 

“Our goal with this is to see our employees build their self-
esteem and independent living skills, and move on to a bigger
and better job. I don’t want to be their end all, I want to be their
beginning,” said Sayers.

to look at, it’s a possibility, but
we have to look at the data
based on the information they
give us,” Spencer said.

Building administrators
and staff will be part of the
process as the architects meet
with focus groups and talk
with teachers. 

“We need to get our staff
involved, they are the ones in
the buildings and classrooms
every day and know what the
needs might be,” Spencer said.

As far as discussion goes,
Spencer said nothing is off the
table. 

“It’s wide open right now
and that is what’s nice about
strategic planning. It opens
the door for this type of input,
discussion, research and
review,” he said. 

The district annual
adopts a strategic plan that
sets the district’s goals for the
school year and outlines the
objectives necessary for
achievement.

Although the plan has not
yet been adopted—approval is
expected in October—the

Board’s decision to move for-
ward in getting a facility plan
in place now would allow
improvements to be planned
and budgeted without any fur-
ther delay, should immediate
improvements be necessary.

As he pointed out there is
currently a lag time in obtain-
ing some materials and docu-
mented increases in material
costs. All of that will play a role
in getting projects completed.

The cost to complete the
facility plan will be included in
the district’s budget that is set
to be approved next month.

Cordogan Clark is expect-
ed to begin meeting with dis-
trict staff in the coming weeks,
the information provided
along with building inspec-
tions will be used to draft the
final plan. 

“They will be moving
along fairly quickly. We want
to get running on this so we
can start planning based on
what they find we need and
what needs to be done. I know
the hope is that any necessary
projects, and we’ll have to pick
and choose, can get started
new summer,” the superin-
tendent said. 

GEDC hosts 
recognition ceremony 

Parents of this year’s sum-
mer interns were on hand to
celebrate the success of their
sons and daughters as the 10th
annual Grundy County
Summer Internship Program
came to a close.  

An internship recognition
dinner was held Tuesday, Aug.
9 to recognize and congratu-
late the students that partici-
pated in the paid, hands-on
internship program.  
Nancy Norton, president &
CEO of the Grundy Economic
Development Council (GEDC)
opened the event by welcom-
ing the businesses, educators,
parents and students.  

Senator Sue Rezin intro-
duced the company represen-
tatives along with their interns.
The Senator emphasized the
students should be proud they

were chosen to work at some of
the finest businesses in
Grundy County.  The intern-
ships offer a chance to gain
professional work experience
and learn more about the
many different employment
options within the community. 

Lance Copes, director of
Grundy Area Vocational Center
(GAVC), also addressed the
crowd and discussed the bene-
fits and opportunities that the
experience of the internship
had given the students.  

Copes stated there were
nearly 60 students who applied
for the 24 positions and those
in the room should be proud
they were selected to partici-
pate in the program.  He also
encouraged the interns to keep
in touch with their mentors
and ask if there are opportuni-
ties to work during school
breaks or even again next sum-
mer.  

The 24 paid internships

this year were with 11 different
companies, offering a diverse
set of opportunities for local
students.  

The program began in
2013, with just 12 internships
and three companies.  To date,
over 225 students have gone
through the program.  The pro-
gram is open to students from
Coal City and three other
Grundy County high schools or
the Grundy Area Vocational
Center.  

The Grundy County
Internship Program was based
on a desire by leaders in edu-
cation and industry to high-
light local employment oppor-
tunities and retain local talent
in Grundy County.  

Senator Rezin, GAVC and
the GEDC partnered with local
industry and education to
launch the program in 2013. 

The 2022 Grundy County
summer interns and partcipat-
ing business were:

Aux Sable—Jacob Conroy
and Grayson Weber

Chamlin & Associates—
Blake Huston 

D'Arcy Motors—Jonathan
Henson and Josh Wright

GEDC—Sophie Pfaff
Joliet Junior College—

Caden Hennessy and Robert
Osborn 

L y o n d e l l B a s e l l —
McKenzie Collins, Riley
Dehler, Joshua Gunther and
Georgette Shugart

Morris Hospital—Joseph
Albano, Kylee Claypool, Collin
Dames, Sophie Hipes,
Madelyn Pilch and Sydney
Roberts

SPACECO— Alec Ferrari
The Newberg Group—

Shaela O'Keefe and Reagan
Robson 

US Cold Storage—Brynlee
Reed and  Emily Saavedra

Village of Minooka—Katie
Tropp

Summer internship program comes to a close

Courtesy photo

THE GRUNDY ECONOMIC Development Council [GEDC] was joined by State Senator Sue Rezin and the Grundy Area Vocational Center
[GEDC] in honoring the 24 student interns and 11 businesses that participated in the 2022 Summer Internship Program. The program
concluded its 10th year with a recognition ceremony held at Morris Country Club

THE UNIT 1 Board of Education has commissioned a district-wide
facility improvement plan that will look at the building level needs
and wants. 

Facilities

Dream

Beginnings

Photo by Ann Gill
THE REBUILD IS complete and the doors and drive-thru are
once again open at Coal City McDonald’s. The newly con-
structed restaurant re-opened to customers last week fol-
lowing a five-month closure.  During that time the original
structure was demolished and a new 3,800-square foot
modern structure took its place at 2 S. Broadway. Along with
the new building the upgrade included the addition of a dou-
ble drive-thru, modified entrance and exit points and
expanded parking. A ribbon cutting to mark the re-opening
is scheduled for mid-September. 

A new dining experience

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY

815-634-0315
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Notice of Foreclosure of 804 2nd Avenue

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 2017-3, U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
INDENTURE TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
ALYSSA F SANCHEZ, TIMOTHY J CHESKIE, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE,
CITY OF MORRIS, ASSOCIATED BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS GENERALLY, AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, DEFENDANTS. 
2022FC40. 
Property address: 804 2nd Avenue, Morris, IL 60450

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication having been filed, notice is hereby given to:

Timothy J Cheskie, Alyssa F Sanchez and Unknown Owners, and Non Record Claimants,
Defendants in the above-entitled action, that a Complaint for Foreclosure and Other Relief
has been commenced in the Circuit Court of Grundy County, by said Plaintiff against you
and other defendants, praying for the foreclosure of certain mortgages conveying the prem-
ises legally described as follows:

LOT 14 IN BLOCK 12 IN THE MORRIS INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION SUBDIVI-
SION NUMBER 2, PART OF THE EAST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 7, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

P.I.N.:  05-03-180-011-0000
COMMON ADDRESS:  804 2nd Avenue, Morris, IL 60450
And which mortgages were made by Alyssa F Sanchez, as Mortgagor(s); and given

to Argent Mortgage Company, LLC as Mortgagee; to wit: that certain "Mortgage" dated (a)
10/25/2004, and recorded as Document No.442795, that Summons was duly issued out of
said court against you as provided by law, and that the said Complaint is now pending for
foreclosure of said mortgages and for other relief.

Now, therefore, unless you Timothy J Cheskie, Alyssa F Sanchez and Unknown
Owners, and Non Record Claimants, file your Appearance and Answer to the Complaint in
said action in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Grundy County, Chancery
Division, on or before September 23, 2022, default may be entered against you at any time
after that day and a judgment entered in accordance with the prayer for relief in said
Complaint.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Kluever Law Group, LLC
225 West Washington Street Suite 1550
Chicago, IL 60606
(312) 236-0077 
courtresults@klueverlawgroup.com
Atty. No. 6275308
8130-926406

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, August 24, 31 and September 7,
2022.

Grundy County seeks proposals for audit services

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Proposal

Audit Services
Sealed bids will be received for the contracting of an auditing firm which shall be

responsible for audit of the County of Grundy’s modified cash financial statements of the
governmental activities, discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the
aggregate remaining fund information, including the related notes to the financial state-
ments, which collectively comprise the basic financial statements, of the County of Grundy,
Illinois as of and for the year ended November 30, 2022. Sealed envelope must be clear-
ly marked on the exterior “Audit Services” and contain four (4) copies of the complete pro-
posal with one (1) original packet with original signature. No responsibility or liability will be
attached to any County official, employee or agent for the premature opening or failure to
open any proposal not marked according to this instruction.

Sealed proposals will be accepted until 1:00 pm, August 31, 2022 at the Grundy
County Finance Department, 1320 Union St., Morris, IL 60450. Sealed proposals will be
publicly opened and read aloud at 3:00 pm (cst.)  on September 1st, 2022.  Fax and elec-
tronic submissions will not be accepted. 

The County of Grundy is soliciting the services of qualified firms of certified public
accountants to audit the financial statements for fiscal year 2022. The term of agreement
shall be for one (1) year with options to extend the contract period in one (1) year incre-
ments through fiscal year 2025.  These audits are to be performed in accordance with the
provisions contained in this request for proposals and as exemplified in prior years’ annu-
al financial reports, single audits, and reports on internal controls; all of which are readily
available on the County’s website at www.grundycountyil.gov. The Grundy County
Finance Director, along with the Grundy County Administrator will oversee all aspects of
the selection process, subject to review and approval of the Grundy County Board.
Proposal documents are available at the Office of the Grundy Finance Department, 1320
Union St., Morris, IL 60450, and for inspection online at www.grundycountyil.gov/propos
als-and-rfp or online at www.demandstar.com/app/agencies/illinois/grundy-county/pro
curement-opportunities. The proposer remains responsible for obtaining all addenda,
which will be posted at the same website.

The County of Grundy reserves the right to reject any and all proposals; and to
waive technical errors or informalities in bids.

Chris Balkema
County Board Chairman

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, Aug. 10, 17, 24 and 31, 2022

Hometown Storage to 
dispose of property

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-634-
3333 hereby is asserting a Possessory
Lien in pursuant to your contract and the
State of Illinois Self-Service Facility Act.

Tenant: Jerrold Miller, 2 Sportsman
Dr., Diamond, IL 60416, Unit 330.

If unpaid rental charges, late fees
and associated charges are not paid for in
full by August, 31, 2022 the property will be
sold to satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City Courant
on August 10 and 24, 2022.

Little Joe’s files as
new business

LEGAL NOTICE
Assumed Name

Publication Notice
Public Notice is hereby given that on

Aug. 16, A.D. 2022, a certificate was filed
in the Office of the County Clerk of Grundy
County, Illinois, setting forth names and
post-office addresses of all of the persons
owning, conducting and transacting the
business known as Little Joe’s, located at
2695 E. Division St., Coal City, IL 60416.

Dated this 16th day of August, A.D.,
2022.
Kay T Olson, Grundy County Clerk

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Aug. 24 & 31 and Sept. 7, 2022.

Berrong applies for 
name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In re the Petition to 
Change the name of:
Jasmin Kay Berrong
to Andrew Del Berrong
No. 22 MR 26

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned, Jasmin Kay Berrong shall
appear in Grundy County Court, 111 E.
Washington Street, Morris, Illinois 60450
on the 30th day of September, 2022 at
8:45 a.m. before the Judge assigned to
hear said matter and then there present a
Petition requesting the name of Jasmin
Kay Berrong be changed to  Andrew Del
Berrong.

Signed: Jasmin Kay Berrong
Published in the Coal City Courant

on Aug. 24 and 31 and Sept. 7, 2022.

STAFF REPORT

The new academic year is
underway in Coal City and
there are a few new faces in the
district’s school buildings.

Last week we introduced
the community to 11 new
classroom teachers, and this
week we highlight new district
counselors, reading specialists
and a speech language pathol-
ogist.

EMILY HALLIDAY—As
Halliday begins her duties as a
speech-language pathologist,
her goal is to develop strong
relationships with students,
their families and staff mem-
bers. 

She is looking to establish
herself as not only a Coaler
alumna, but a great employee
of the district as well.

“I am excited to have the
opportunity to help families
and kiddos in my own commu-
nity and develop relationships
that are close to home,”
Halliday said. 

Her motivation comes
from knowing she has the abil-
ity to make not only a child’s
life, but a family’s life easier by
teaching a child how to com-
municate effectively. 

“Just one or two words can
make a world of difference,”
she said. 

In an effort to engage and
motivate the students,
Halliday said she likes to learn
what interests them and incor-
porate that into therapy. 

Halliday holds a master’s
degree from Eastern Illinois
University, and for the past two
years worked in the communi-
cation and adaptive behaviors
program in the Channahon
School District. 

This winter, Halliday will
coach the freshmen girls bas-
ketball team. During her days
as a Coaler, Halliday scored
over 1,000 points as a Lady
Coaler. 

Sports and reading are her
go-to activities outside of the
work day. 

LINDSEY METTILLE—
Prior to accepting a position
with the school district,
Mettille was an intern at the
Coal City Middle and the High
School while earning her mas-
ter’s degree in school counsel-
ing. 

This year she joins the
staff as a school counselor

achieving her interest in help-
ing people to be their best and
provide early intervention.

Connecting with students
and staff is her goal for the
year. 

As someone who is self-
motivated, Mettille said she
motivates the students she
works with on identifying a
want and setting smart goals
for achievement. 

Mettille is a classically
trained pianist. She also plays
other instruments including
guitar. Along with music, she
enjoys reading, arts and crafts
and spending time with family
and friends—including a new
nephew. 

She and her husband,
Jacob, reside in Ottawa with
their two cats.  

CRISTINA SCHULTZ—
Watching students grow and
handle situations with more
success and using their own
tools is Schultz’s way of assess-
ing the progress of the stu-
dents she is working with.

Schultz joins the staff this
year as an elementary school
counselor.  She hold a master’s
degree in school counseling
and guidance and previously
worked as a counselor for Echo
Joint Agreement.

Establishing relationships
with students and families is a
priority in her first year in Coal
City. It was having an ability to
work with students and in edu-

cation that drew her into the
position.

In working with students,
Schultz is honest and genuine
and looks to  share common
interests to help motivate
them. 

Schultz and her husband,
Sean, reside in Joliet with their
daughter Lily.

Spending time with fami-
ly, camping, reading and going
to the zoo—she loves pen-
guins—are among her favorite
activities, and she reports she
is always ready to play a game. 

TRACY SCHMITZ—
Seeing students succeed is
what motivates Schmitz in her
daily work as a reading special-
ist. 

After 15 years in educa-
tion—two as a reading special-
ist—Schmitz is taking on new
duties working with students
at Coal City Intermediate
School.

“I love teaching and help-
ing others learn,” said Schmitz,
who finds motivation in seeing
her students succeed.

She strives to build their
self-esteem, show their growth
and support them in all
aspects of their lives. 

Schmitz, a mom of three
girls, resides in Naperville.
Outside of the classroom she
enjoys biking, gardening, boat-
ing and sports. 

KRISTEN STRUNGA— At
just 5 years old, Strunga fell in

love with school and it was at
that moment she knew she
wanted to be a teacher. It was a
decision that never wavered. 

After high school she
enrolled at Illinois State
University earning a bachelor’s
degree in elementary educa-
tion and then obtained her
master’s in reading from Olivet
Nazarene University.

Over the course of 10
years, she has taught second
grade, math intervention and
English and this year she will
serve as a reading specialist at
the Early Childhood Center.

As a new teacher to the
district she plans to work
closely with her mentor—lis-
tening and learning, she said.

Positive praise and
encouragement are her meth-
ods of inspiring students to do
their best, in turn she’s moti-
vated by words of affirmation.

Strunga and her family
recently moved to the commu-
nity as her husband will be
serving as pastor for The
Village Church-Coal City. 

Reading is a big part of
Strunga’s life, both at work and
home, as she strives to meet
her Goodreads goal of 75
books in a year.

Calling herself a huge
nerd, Strunga shared she is a
big fan on Harry Potter, Marvel
and Stranger Things. 

New staff offers support services to students 

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR 

A four-year agreement between
the village of Coal City and Unit 1
School District will assure the contin-
uation of the school resource officers
program.

Last week, the village of Coal City
approved an intergovernmental
agreement with the school district
that outlines the terms on how the
program operates namely the associ-
ated costs. The agreement still needs

approval of the Unit 1 Board of
Education. 

The program began 24 years ago
on a part-time basis and grew into a
full-time position. Through mutual
agreement between the school and
village a second full-time SRO posi-
tion was added a few years ago.

There are no substantial changes
to the contract  in regards to duties or
assignments. There is one change in
how the program will be funded.

The initial contract provided for
an overall expenditure for the SROs,
starting at $115,000 with annual

increases of 4%.
“Due to the 4% annual increase

provision within the IGA, the cost for
the school district to receive SRO per-
sonnel was just under $130,000 annu-
ally. Had the compensation clause
not been amended within this suc-
cessor agreement, the school’s contri-
bution for staffing would be $134,534
which is not keeping pace with true
costs,” said Village Administrator
Matt Fritz.

The terms set forth in the new
agreement call for the village and
school district to meet annually, prior

to Aug. 1, for the purpose of reviewing
the village’s compensation for the
assigned SROs and setting the annual
payment made by the district.

The school district has agreed tp
pay 50% of the total compensation of
the two assigned SROs and for the
current school year, this will require
the schools to contribute $147,967.

Payment will be made to the vil-
lage in a single lump sum within 30
days of receiving a written invoice
from the village for the total annual
payment due for the current school
year. 

In the event an SRO is asked to
work outside the normal hours of 7:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., the district will be
responsible for paying overtime costs
of $56.33/hourly for an officer and if
the duties are covered by a sergeant
the rate is $62.30 per hour.

Officer Mike Imhof will be work-
ing at the high school this school year
and Officer Dave Moran has been
assigned to cover the middle school
and lower grade level buildings.  

The Unit 1 Board of Education is
scheduled to take action on the
agreement when it meets Sept. 7.

Coal City approves agreement for school resource officers

Photo by Ann Gill

THE UNIT 1 School District welcomes five new staff members who will provide support services in
their roles as counselors, speech pathologists and reading specialists. The new staff members are
[from left]: Christina Schultz, Tracy Schmitz, Kristen Strunga, Emily Halliday and Lindsey Mettille. 

STAFF REPORT

The Coal City Food
Pantry is putting out a call
for local residents interested
in volunteering their time to
help the community. 

A non-profit service
organization, the food
pantry relies on donors and
volunteers to carryout its
mission of providing suste-
nance to those in need.

A number of volunteer
positions are available from
assisting residents on distri-
bution days to packing
boxes and picking up items
donated by area businesses.
The organization is also
looking to partner with high
school groups willing to
help unload the food deliv-
ery truck that comes in on
the fourth Friday of every
month. 

Volunteer opportuni-

ties typically range from 2 to
3 hours. However, those
willing to lend a hand can
choose how much time they
want to serve.

The food pantry has
been in operation for more
than 35 years. The pantry, at
Coal City United Methodist
Church, 6805 E. McArdle
Rd.,  is open Monday and
Thursday for residents to
receive services. The pantry
also oversees the annual
holiday distribution. 

Individuals with an
interest in helping the food
pantry carryout its mission
are encouraged to call 815-
216-3288 and leave a mes-
sage that includes their
name, phone number  and
interest level. A representa-
tive of the food pantry will
then reach out to further
discuss volunteer opportu-
nities.

Volunteer opportunities
at Coal City Food Pantry 

Courtesy photo

DURING THE SUMMER swim season the Coal City Area Club rec-
ognizes outstanding lifeguards. For the month of August, Trey
Buck [left] was named Lifeguard of the Month for his eagerness to
go out of his way to help his fellow guards. Gavin Carpenter [right]
was named Rookie Lifeguard of the Month for this professionalism
and for exceeding expectations. There are just a few days left to
enjoy the beach as it closes for the season on Labor Day. Until then
the beach hours are Monday-Thursday 3-6 p.m., closed Friday and
Saturday and Sunday noon to 6 p.m. 

Buck, Carpenter lauded
for summer work

The village of Diamond
will kick-off the fall season
with an afternoon of family
fun.

Diamond Fall Fun Fest
will take place Saturday, Sept.
10 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
village hall, 1750 E. Division St.

There will be free food,
games, music and special
activities including a reptile
show and magician, face
painting and character
appearances.

There will be bounce
houses, games and food avail-
able from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Coal Black Exotics will
showcase turtles, snakes and
other reptiles from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., and a  country
music performance by Jack
Evans  from 1-3 p.m. 

There will be balloon
modeling, Waxed Hands, and
electric animals rides from
12:45 to 2:45 p.m. and the day
will conclude with a magic
show by John Measner begin-
ning at 3:15 p.m. 

Fall Fun Fest is presented
with assistance from Christian
Life Assembly of God Church,
Environmental Recycling and
Disposal and Jewel-Osco. 

Diamond to host
Fall Fun Fest

The Alzheimer's Association, Greater Illinois Chapter
would like to invite anyone caring for a loved one with
Alzheimer's or dementia to a monthly Caregiver's Support
Group held the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church of Coal City, 4470 E. Rt. 113 in Coal
City. The church is located one mile west of Coal City on
Highway 113.

Alzheimer’s caregiver support groups have many ben-
efits for both caregivers and patients.  Caregiving takes a
heavy toll on the caregivers’ mental and physical health
and the health of the patient with dementia is directly relat-
ed to the health of his or her caregiver: the healthier the
caregiver, the healthier the patient, and vise versa.

This meeting is for caregivers only. For more informa-
tion, contact Becky Haldorson at 815-791-2658.

Support group helping
Alzheimer’s caregivers 

Area residents who would
like to receive emergency
alerts from the Grundy
County Emergency
Management Agency can sign
up at www.nixle.com. and
type in your zip code.

Emergency alerts include
weather, traffic, criminal
activities and more in the
Grundy area. You can also text
your zip code to 888777 to opt
in for emergency notifica-
tions.

Receive
emergency
alerts by text

freepressnewspapers.com
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Corrupt Illinois
BRAIDWOOD—Seems the Illinois law-

maker who pushed for the criminal justice
reform bill had an inside deal in which he may
have tried to benefit. State Senator Elgie Sims, a
Chicago Democrat who pushed for HB 3653, is
now being investigated by the federal govern-
ment for possible corruption between himself
and Axon Enterprises, Inc., a police body-cam-
era manufacturer. HB 3653, which will allow for
early release of hundreds of inmates and no
cash bail in Illinois, also will require all police
to wear body cameras. While Sims has yet to be
charged, you see the connection here in that he
drafted that police camera requirement in his
legislation passed late in the night in the clos-
ing minutes of the 2021 session. I get that in
corrupt Illinois that’s how lawmakers do busi-
ness. But the sad fact is that the governor and
attorney general Kwame Raoul likely know
about the allegations against Sims but do not
step forward to say this is wrong and needs to
stop in Illinois. Again, Raoul is nowhere to be
found in this investigation. 

How much longer?
COAL CITY—There is a trailer in the drive

way on S. Linda St. in Coal City. It’s been there
for three months. How long is the village going
to let them keep this trailer in the driveway?

Historical inaccuracies
WILMINGTON—A recent caller took a his-

tory teacher to task for spreading historical
inaccuracies then turned around and did the
same thing regarding Thomas Jefferson. The
caller said  Jefferson loved his creator which
might be true because he was a Deist and not a
Christian. He did not believe in the divinity of
Jesus but admired his philosophy. Now as to
Jefferson loving his freed slave Sally Hemings,
she was freed after Jefferson’s death by his
daughter. He owned 600 humans and freed two
of them and seven were freed after his death.
He might have loved Ms. Hemings but it was
still rape starting at age 14. It’s not like she
could just say no. But hey, romantic fantasies
are not history.

Great job
COAL CITY—Kudos to the building owner

who cleaned up the old building on East
Division Street and hired someone from
Chicago to paint the awesome murals on both
sides of the building. What a great job they did.

Online video
WILMINGTON—I just wanted to thank the

Wilmington ESDA for the online videos of the
Catfish Days parade. Especially the one that
actually shows Wilmington had a Grand
Marshall this year. That Sunday evening, over
30 photos were e-mailed to the newspaper of
the Wilmington Moose Riders and not one
made the paper. What a shame. They’re a great
local non-profit group and would have appre-
ciated that honor. Thank you, Wilmington
ESDA.

Publisher’s note: We appreciate the submis-
sion of photos but we had the parade covered
with staff-produced photos which filled more
than two pages.

Exacerbating the 
problem

WILMINGTON—It seems as if the
Democrats believe more government spending
is the solutions to our problems. The Inflation
Reduction Act passed by Democrats and signed
by Biden, sounds good by a name they
dreamed up, but in reality, instead of reducing
inflation it may actually exacerbate the prob-
lem. If Congress wants to do something con-
structive, it should reduce out taxes, which
would stimulate more consumer spending and
this get the economy moving again.
Unfortunately, that’s not going to happen
under the current Congress or president. But
there is hope on the horizon and that is the
midterm elections. We can only hope that the
voters realize the dire situation and act accord-
ingly. 

Why take the papers?
WILMINGTON—How many presidents

take home classified papers?  Why would
Trump have these top secret papers in his pos-
session; maybe to give to his buddy, Putin? Kurt
has it right; Putin wants Alaska and everything
else; greed and power hungry! Who does that
sound like?  Wake up people, study the facts,
not fake news.

Interjecting  your
thoughts

WILMINGTON—To a certain Shadow
Lakes Sound-off contributor.  I re-read the
Sound-off post called “Fact based history”
twice. Where did it say the Civil War was caused

by slavery? For that matter, the author did not
even mention the Civil War. You continue to
interject your thoughts to make yourself sound
like the smartest guy in the room. And I imag-
ine two highly trained educators use multiple
resources, not just a single textbook, to prepare
their lessons. Since you have such sage advice
for teachers, why not work on your language
arts skills? Your run-on sentences are quite
confusing to follow.

The Flimflam Man
BRAIDWOOD—Remember the bluster

and braggadocio of former President Trump
who often said that pleading the Fifth was only
for mobsters and the guilty? Recently Trump
pleaded the Fifth 440 times, averaging two
times a minute, during a deposition by New
York State's Attorney General. Trump is hound-
ed by so many investigations that the old say-
ing 'where there's smoke there's fire' seems to
apply. It's true that five years ago the Trump
Foundation was shut down with orders for him
to never operate a charity again in New York
State because he was treating the charity like
his personal slush-fund. Likewise Trump
defrauded his students at Trump University
who successfully sued him for $25 million.
Paul

Letting them go
WILMINGTON—Drug runners were

caught bringing in thousands of Fentanyl pills
in the shape of children's candy and vitamins.
They were released and sent back to Mexico.
What will it take for the president to do some-
thing ?

No whining
BRAIDWOOD—The police give advice

with the phrase 'Comply, don't die' to prevent
the loss of life during minor traffic violations.
Similarly former President Trump was asked by
authorities to comply with requests to return
documents he illegally took from the White
House when he left in January 2021. At first, the
DOJ asked nicely but no compliance from
Trump. Then the DOJ issued a subpoena in
June and retrieved some documents from Mar-
a-Lago but total compliance was still missing
from Trump. That's when the search warrant
was issued and that's when Trump found
another way to milk millions from donors. We
turn a deaf ear to Trump's whining and crying
like a baby. We want to know how was he plan-
ning to use, misuse or abuse these documents?
AMS

That day in Helsinki
WILMINGTON—Remember in 2017 when

former President Trump invited Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov into the Oval
Office and shut the door? Our security analysts
were horrified considering that Trump is noted
for his love of our adversary Russia and consid-
ers the savage beast, Putin, a genius. At the
2018 Helsinki summit things went much worse.
Trump dismissed the U.S. interpreter while he
privately conversed with Putin and a Russian
interpreter. Although this is forbidden, Trump
got away with it and we'll never know what was
discussed. At this same conference, Trump
announced to the world that he trusts Putin
more than U.S. intelligence causing a hair-rais-
ing howl to erupt across our nation. The ques-
tion therefore is, why are we surprised that
Trump stole classified top secret documents?
Ralph D.

Arming the IRS
MORRIS—Read about the bill President

Biden just signed, Inflation Reduction Act. It
allocates $80 billion to the IRS on top of the $12
billion they got last year.  They intend to hire
87,000 additional special agents. The IRS
Service with 2,159 agents spent $21 million on
guns, ammunition and military style equip-
ment between 2006-2019 and another $700,000
worth in 2022. They have in excess 5,000 guns
including automatic machine guns and five
million rounds of ammunition. There could be
more. Why does an IRS collection agency need
guns? The IRS employee union donates 99% of
its money to Democrats. What’s worse is about
turning over that large amount of money to
150,000 IRS agents. The Democrats’ Bill turned
down more money for police, border patrol
agents and army recruiters to give to IRS
agents. No Republican supported that bill. 

Attention soccer parents
COAL CITY—Attention soccer parents that

park on the wrong side of North DeWitt Place.
Please respect the neighborhood and park
legally and no parking on the lawns. If your
dogs are not service animals leave them home.
There are signs that say this.

Now he’ll run
MORRIS—Fourteen FBI agents have come

to the Republicans offices as whistleblowers to

provide information for the Republican con-
gressional investigations after the agency raid-
ed Trump’s Florida home. President Trump
would have not ran in 2024. Now he will.

Unfinished business
MORRIS—Wyoming Republican Liz

Chaney, who last week lost her seat for re-elec-
tion in Wyoming, will be around D.C. until
January. She is the multi-millionaire daughter
of Vice President Dick Chaney under President
Bush administration. The Bushes were almost
distinguishable from the Democrats and pain-
lessly fulfilled the need for the maintenance of
a two party system. One or the other member
of the Bush-Clinton families was president,
vice president or secretary of state for 32 con-
secutive years from 1981-2013. Obama not only
broke the color barrier, he took the Democrats
distinctly to the Left. Along comes populist
President Donald Trump, and a billionaire
besides, to help the disgruntled workers and
lower middle class and the Bush, McCain,
Romney, etc. Republicans rejected him from
day one, not only the Democrats did. If presi-
dent Trump doesn’t run in 2024, one of the can-
didates he picks to carry out his unfinished
program would be great.

Terrified of Trump
WILMINGTON—“The Swamp” is the

bureaucratic Washington, D.C. establishments,
the alphabet soup of agencies whose person-
nel, though unelected and largely unaccount-
able, run our lives right down to the latest per-
mit regulation, taxes, fees, impost and woke
government requirement. The Jan. 6 commit-
tee is terrified that President Trump might
return to carry out his tasks in 2024. The fury
against him will be unending. How does the
man and his family even handle it? 

Billions will be wasted
BRAIDWOOD—President Biden signed

the Inflation Reduction Bill without a
Republican vote; $790,000,000 while China,
Russia and Iran had the biggest laugh ever. Your
taxes are going up big time. Electricity gas to
heat, groceries, etc. with 87,000 new IRS agents
who will go after the farmers and small busi-
nesses. Billions goes to the energy commit-
ment, more windmills, etc. like we ever needed
one of them. Those countries listed above
could care less about climate change. They’re
not about to change their ways. 

All for show
SHADOW LAKES—If you wonder why

Americans worry about their freedom you only
have to watch Attorney General Merrick
Garland putting lipstick on the show trial called
the Jan. 6 investigation. It’s nothing but  show
trial because it only had a prosecution with no
defense. Since when does that happen in a
trial? Maybe Merrick didn’t hear the story of
Elizabeth Willing Powel on the steps of
Independence Hall asking Benjamin Franklin
what kind of government did you give us? To
which Franklin replied a Republic if you can
keep it. Then there was Francis Bellamy, a
Socialist, who wrote the Pledge of Allegiance.
He didn’t write and to the Democracy for which
it stands. He wrote and to the Republic for
which it stands. This is a Republic, not a
Democracy. Get it Penny Lane?  Dan Hill

My poetry
WILMINGTON—There was a crooked

man who lived in a crooked house and he invit-
ed all his crooked cronies to live in this crooked

house. But then there came a ray of light and a
tall straight up man and he followed the rule of
law and the constitution. He put all the crooked
cronies on a crooked boat and sent them up a
crooked creek with a crooked paddle. So now
the crooked man with the crooked back was on
a crooked path and he never does come back.
The end.      JoAnn

Nothing of substance
WILMINGTON—Have you noticed the

Conservatives have a habit of being outraged
and then rant and rave without saying anything
of substance? An example is the execution of a
legal search warrant at Mar-A-Lago. They
screamed this is unprecedented but Trump’s
quasi-criminal presidency was unprecedented.
And remember, there’s a first time for every-
thing. They tell people if the FBI can do this to
Trump they can do it to you. Well if you are
engaging in criminal activity they can already
do it to you. They scream about the IRS hiring
87,000 agents but that hiring is over a 10 year
period and the IRS is expecting 50,000 retire-
ments. If you’re not cheating on your taxes why
are you worried?  The Right likes to use fear to
keep their base in line and that is sad.     Penny
Lane

I’m predicting
SHADOW LAKES—I do believe that Trump

will run in 2024 and he will win. But the
Democrats, or I should say Communists, will
assassinate him. I predicted this the first time
he ran and won but I was wrong. But they did it
to John F. Kennedy and they attempted it with
Ronald Reagan because these Communist
Democrats do not want America to be strong.
Dan Hill

Believe what you want
Well it looks like I touched a raw nerve by

calling out Dan and Sharon for their Right Wing
nonsense that appears weekly in Sound-off.
Your defense of your views is hilarious but sad.
Sharon tells us that everything she sends into
Sound-off is verifiable so if Fox repeats some-
thing Newsmax said it is gospel. How ridicu-
lous. Dan tells us that slavery didn’t cause the
Civil War. How strange that the south seceded
soon after Lincoln’s 1860 election since his
party’s main goal was to stop the expansion of
slavery. By the way, my history books are pur-
chased from Amazon, nobody gives them to
me. Dan says all text books are screened. I’m
not sure what that means but when I was
teaching all the faculty members met with the
textbook publishers to find the best materials
for our students. But it’s a free country and you
can believe whatever you want. You can believe
that Trump won the last election and that the
Earth is flat. You can believe Corona Virus does-
n’t exist but if you get it horse medicine will
cure it. You can believe that critical race theory
is real, but climate change is a hoax. You can
always find a few people who will agree with
your extremist views, but the rest of us just con-
tinue to snicker and shake our heads. 

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.

BY KRIS REYNOLDS
Farm families like mine know all too well

dark days that have little to do with getting up
before the sun.

COVID-19 created devastating effects for
farm markets. Wetter-than-normal springs lim-
ited favorable planting days. Larger storm
events and longer heat waves – too much wet
followed by too much dry – created too much
stress for farmers and crops throughout the
growing season. Now, rising input costs for how
much we spend to plant our grounds, and per-
sistent weed and pest pressures that threaten
crop health create their own challenges.

We persevere and ultimately prevail, keep-
ing our state’s critical agricultural economy
working while constantly innovating to improve
operations, build stronger soil and reduce
nutrient loss. We don’t just plant a few rows of
seed and hope for the best. We spend countless
hours in the field and making careful decisions

for sustainable strategies that help our opera-
tions, our communities, and our environment.

The state’s popular cover crop program
might be one of our best-kept secrets, even as
the secret gets out.

Cover crops wear several hats. They hold
soil in place, capturing lost nutrients before
they leave the field and protecting carbon
stored beneath the surface. Every acre planted,
along with other sensible preventive practices,
can boost farmers’ bottom lines by decreasing
inputs and sustaining yields – good news after
dark days.

Many, like me, are recognizing the value.
Since 2011, cover crop adoption in Illinois has
more than doubled, according to the 2021
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy Biennial
Report.

Illinois has created the Fall Covers for
Spring Savings (FCSS) program that provides $5
for every acre worth of discount on crop insur-
ance premiums when cover crops are planted

there. More than 100,000 acres were part of the
program this past year, and farmers see it as a
cost-effective way to support those among
them who see firsthand the benefits of protect-
ing soil health and water quality.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture then
followed Illinois’ leadership with its own
Pandemic Cover Crop Program (PCCP) to give
that same $5-an-acre discount. More than
533,000 acres nationwide saw the discount in
2021, and some farmers see double the benefit
by securing funds from both programs.

But the demand and potential benefit far
exceeds capacity today. In the state program,
slots for funding have sold out in minutes. The
federal PCCP reports potentially hundreds of
thousands more acres that could benefit but are
not enrolled.

USDA is offering PCCP enrollment again
this year, and Illinois should expand its state
FCSS to provide that essential state match and
double the benefit for participating farmers.

We’re calling on the Illinois General
Assembly to double the FCSS budget to $1.3
million in its upcoming fiscal year to reach
200,000 acres with cover crops across the state.
This will create exciting new momentum and a
snowball effect. As more farmers see the great
results from cover crops with less risk because
of FCSS support, others will join to reap those
same benefits.

Farmers want to be the solution for healthy
soils and clean water. They need some help
from Springfield to ease anxiety, show results
and build off initial progress. A small, sensible
and targeted investment now in the cover crops
program will be a strong step for future success
in our state conservation programs. It will also
give farmers the assurance we will be there to
support them doing the right thing through the
next set of dark days ahead.

Kris Reynolds is Midwest director of
American Farmland Trust. He is a fifth-genera-
tion farmer in Nokomis in central Illinois.

Commentary

Illinois needs to double cover crop program to entice farmers
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As we wind down the 2022
edition of summer break, let's
take a look at our summer
checklists.  Trip to the lake?
Check.  Sunburn?  Check.
Fireworks?  Check.  Cancelled
flights/airport issues?
Unfortunately, check.  What
about the most refreshing,
most underappreciated tequila
cocktail?  No?  Then it's time to
enjoy a Paloma before summer
2022 officially ends.

When it comes to tequila
cocktails, it's Margarita or bust
in most bars and backyards.
That's too bad.  It's not that I
don't love a good Margarita,
but I prefer the Paloma and I
am not alone.  In fact, while the
Margarita may be the most
popular cocktail north of the
border but the Paloma is the
most popular cocktail in
Mexico.

What makes the Paloma
work?  It shares a few key ingre-
dients with the Margarita, but
it's the grapefruit sparkle that
makes the Paloma really pop.  

Grapefruit sparkle?  Yes,
it's a sparkle.  The best way to
describe it is a “soda sparkle”,
and there are two ways to
make this happen in your
Paloma.

The easiest way to get the
perfect soda sparkle in your
Paloma is to use grapefruit
soda (Squirt), preferably
Mexican grapefruit soda
(Jarritos).  In Mexico, a round
of Palomas is often served on a
large tray containing a 2-liter
bottle of grapefruit soda,

halved limes, a bot-
tle of tequila, and a
bucket of ice. 

When the tray
arrives at your table,
you simply fill your
glass with ice, add
tequila, squeeze in a
lime wedge, and top
with soda.  Simple,
and delicious.

The Paloma
requires no special
bar tools or mixolo-
gy know how.  

One thing that is an
absolute must in a Paloma is a
quality tequila, because you
are going to taste the tequila.
Do not let that scare you away
from the Paloma. 

If you use the right tequila,
a quality 100% agave tequila,
the drink will be balanced and
you will be spared the horrific
aftertaste of cheap tequila.
There are few things in this
world worse than bad tequila,
and bad tequila is out there.

The best way to guard
against bad tequila is to only
use 100% agave tequila.  The
100% agave offerings are dry
meaning there is no unpleas-
ant aftertaste, and you will pick
up sweet notes of fruit from
the agave.

How do you know if your
tequila is 100% agave?  Read
the label.  If the words “100%
agave” do not appear on the
bottle, put it back on the shelf
and grab a different bottle.
Olmeca Altos, El Amo,
Hornitos, and Jimador are all

excellent 100%
agave tequilas that
can be had cheap-
er than most
orders at
Starbucks.

Everyone has
a different take on
the “correct” pro-
portions for the
Paloma.  I prefer to
use more grape-
fruit soda than
tequila a Paloma,
whereas some

prefer a heavier pour of tequi-
la. A good starting point for the
Paloma would look like the
recipe below, adjust propor-
tions to taste.  I typically go a
little heavy on the lime juice.

Fill tumbler with ice, then
add:

3 oz. grapefruit soda
2 oz. 100% agave blanco

tequila
1/2 oz. fresh lime juice
Optional: add pinch of

kosher salt
Stir and serve
A quick note on salting the

rim of a glass: prep the glass by
running a lime wedge around
the rim of the glass and use
kosher salt as opposed to regu-
lar table salt.  

The irregular granules of
kosher salt will adhere to the
glass better and will dissolve
slower.  Kosher salt also makes
for a better presentation for
both the Margarita and the
Paloma.

What if you prefer natural
grapefruit juice in place of

grapefruit soda?  No problem!
You can still add the grapefruit
sparkle by using fresh grape-
fruit juice in your Paloma, with
a splash of club soda.

Sometimes a backyard
gathering calls for a large batch
of Palomas, and like its
Margarita cousin the Paloma
lends itself to large batch
preparation.  Once the batch is
made, simply pour into your
favorite tumbler and top with
club soda.

A commercially bottled
grapefruit juice will work in
this recipe, but if you want to
live your best Paloma life you
will need to use fresh fruit
juice. 

A juicer will save time and
elbow grease, and I highly rec-
ommend going to the extra
mile for fresh juice.  The results
will speak for themselves.

The Large batch Paloma
is built in a pitcher and served
in your salt-rimmed favorite
tumbler.

Combine in pitcher:
2 2/3 cups blanco tequila
2 2/3 cups grapefruit juice
1 cup fresh lime juice 
1 cup water
5 TBSB agave nectar
1/2 TSP kosher salt
Stir ingredients
Chill in refrigerator for 1

hour
Pour into glass over ice,

top with club soda
Garnish with grapefruit

wedge
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly.

Enjoy the end of the summer with a Paloma

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers will host
its annual Corn Fest 5K on
Saturday, Oct. 1, from Morris
Elementary School, 2001
Dupont Ave., Morris, as part
of the Grundy County Corn
Festival. The race begins at 9
a.m. and is preceded by a
Youth Fun Run for children
10 and under beginning at
8:15 a.m.. 

Early bird registration
for the 5K run is currently
underway through Aug. 28
for $25 per person. From Aug.
29-Sept. 26, the registration
fee increases to $28. Race day
registration is $30.

The first 300 pre-regis-
tered 5K participants will
receive a unisex shirt avail-
able in adult sizes only. 

The course is a 3.1 mile
USATF certified course that
starts on Dupont Avenue in
front of Morris Elementary
School and winds through
residential neighborhoods.
Awards will be presented to
the top three in each age

group, along with overall
awards presented to the top
three males and females.

The Youth Fun Run is
$10 per child whether regis-
tering in advance or on race
day. Children ages 6-10 will
run a half mile course around
the grounds of the school
starting at 8:15 a.m. At 8:30
a.m., children 5 and under
will run a 100 yard course on
the field behind Morris
Elementary School. Children
registered for the Youth Fun
Run will receive a short
sleeve cotton t-shirt.

Online registration is
available through Sept. 26 at
raceroster.com/59660 or by
going to
morrishospital.org/events
and clicking on the special
events category. After Sept.
26, participants may register
in person on race day
between 7:30-8:45 a.m. For
more information, call the
Morris Hospital Wellness
office at 815-705-7358.

Registration underway
for Corn Fest 5K Run

The class of 1967 from
Wilmington High School is
having a 55th-year class
reunion at the VFW in
Wilmington on Saturday,
Sept. 24, starting at 5 p.m.,
ending at 11 p.m. There will
also be a get-together on
Sunday, Sept. 25 at the
South Island Pavilion from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. There is no
cost for either event. Please
join your classmates at
these events.

Class of ‘67
to hold
reunion

Rebuild Illinois plan
provides state fund-
ing backbone for 
latest annual 
multi-year plan

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – The
Illinois Department of
Transportation on Friday laid
out a $34.6 billion six-year
spending plan for road, bridge,
transit, rail, airport and port
upkeep.

It’s the latest multi-year
plan backed by the state’s 2019
Rebuild Illinois infrastructure
law which doubled the state’s
motor fuel tax from 19 to 38
cents per gallon and sched-
uled it to grow with the rate of
inflation. That measure also
increased driving-related fees,
redirected a portion of the
state’s sales tax on motor fuel
to the road fund and author-
ized borrowing to pay for con-
struction projects.

“A little over three years
ago, I signed our historic
bipartisan infrastructure pro-
gram into law,” Gov. JB Pritzker
said at a news conference at
the IDOT building in
Springfield. “And since then,
Rebuild Illinois has undertak-
en a massive transformation of
our state's transportation sys-
tems.”

Approximately $8.6 billion
has already been spent in the
first three years of the Rebuild
Illinois plan on road and
bridge projects, including over
$6.4 billion on the state trans-
portation system and over $2.1
billion on local systems.

It’s a slower pace than laid
out in the six-year $33.2 billion
spending plan passed in 2019.
But IDOT Secretary Omer
Osman said he’s hopeful that
the pace picks up as several
large projects move beyond
the initial engineering phase.

IDOT has expanded its
engineering staff and lawmak-
ers approved a “design-build”
process in Senate Bill 2981 this
year to combine the design
and construction in a more
efficient bidding process,
which could also hasten
things, he said. 

“We are aggressively,
aggressively pushing all these
projects across the entire
state,” he said.

The highway portion of
the multi-year plan – a
required filing each year for
the state’s transportation
agency – accounts for $24.6
billion of the planned spend-
ing. Of that, $13.3 billion, or
54%, is federally funded, just
over $6 billion is state funding,
$4.1 billion comes from bond
proceeds, and $1.2 billion
comes from local reimburse-
ments.

The current fiscal year,
which began July 1, is sched-
uled to see $3.7 billion in new
construction under the road
and bridge plan.

Another near-$10 billion
in combined state, federal,
local and private spending was
laid out for transit, marine
transportation, railways and
airports. Of that, 59% was state
spending and 31% federal.

Projects in that plan range
from construction of high-
speed rail between St. Louis
and Chicago to airport
upgrades to support for major
port renovations at the conflu-
ence of the Mississippi and
Ohio rivers near Cairo in
southern Illinois.

Road projects are under-
way in all nine of the state’s
IDOT districts, from a $54 mil-
lion interchange reconstruc-
tion, bridge replacement and
repair on Interstate 80 in Will
County, to $100.3 million for
improvements on Interstate 24
from Metropolis to Interstate
57 in Massac, Johnson and
Williamson counties.

“The renovation of nearly
4,500 miles of highway and
over 400 bridges has already
been completed, and virtually
every Illinois resident can see
and feel the results in real
time,” Pritzker said.

The bipartisan
Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act signed into law by
President Joe Biden last year
allowed Illinois to expand its
multi-year plan by $4 billion,
Osman said.

The fact that Illinois had
an infrastructure plan when
the federal law passed, Pritzker
said, made the state better
equipped to take advantage of
federal matching funding,

which provides for an 80% fed-
eral match for a state’s invest-
ment of 20% of certain proj-
ects’ costs.

“Because we passed
rebuild Illinois two-and-a-half
years before the (federal law)
was passed, we actually are
shovel ready, we have the
resources available,” Pritzker
said. “There are a lot of other
states that have to come up
with those dollars, don't know
where they're going to come
from. And so we're really in a
position to do much more,
much more quickly.”

The Rebuild Illinois plan
passed with overwhelming
bipartisan majorities in
Pritzker’s first year as governor,
marking the first state capital
infrastructure plan in nearly a
decade.

Lawmakers from both
parties hailed it as forward-
thinking for its automatic
motor fuel tax increase, raised
registration rates for electric
vehicles, and the authoriza-
tion of bonding to pay for con-
struction.

The motor fuel tax and fee
increase, contained in Senate
Bill 1939 passed  48-9 in the
Senate and 83-29 in the House.
The spending plan, contained
in House Bill 62, passed 95-18
in the House and  53-6 in the
Senate. The bonding authority
measure, contained in House
Bill 142, passed 94-20 in the
House and  53-6 in the Senate.

One lawmaker voting
against all three portions of
the plan was then-Rep. Darren
Bailey, the Xenia Republican

and current state senator who
is challenging Pritzker in the
2022 governor’s race.

Bailey has frequently criti-
cized the motor fuel tax
increase, successfully using it
as an avenue of attack against
challengers in the Republican
primary. But he hasn’t offered
up an infrastructure funding
plan of his own.

Asked for comment on the
infrastructure plan and poten-
tial alternatives Friday, Bailey’s
team issued a statement.

“JB Prtizker’s gas tax hike
gave Illinois the second-high-
est gas tax in the country, and
some of the highest gas prices.
It is simply not affordable,”
spokesperson Joe DeBose said
in a statement. “48 states are
able to build their transporta-
tion infrastructure with lower
gas taxes than Illinois. We can
do better with zero-based
budgeting and reprioritizing
spending, but not with J.B.
Pritzker in charge.”

Osman, who has worked
at IDOT for more than 30 years
and became its director under
Pritzker, said the motor fuel
tax increase means infrastruc-
ture improvements can con-
tinue beyond Rebuild Illinois’
initial six-year lifespan.

“We are number three in
the nation when it comes to
interstate land mileage, and
that's a big statement to
make,” he said. “Our system is
complex, and we need that
sustainable funding as we go
down the road beyond the six
years, for sure.”

State lays out $34.6 billion multi-year spending plan 

It has been 61 years since
the WHS class of 1961 graduat-
ed. On Saturday, Sept. 10, at
noon, the last organized
reunion will take place. 

It will be informal at
Wilmington’s South Island
pavillion. The plan is to be
with long-time friends who
have the ability to make each
other feel like kids again and
catch up with the present.

There is no charge and
anyone who would like to join
us is welcome. If possible,
please bring a folding chair,
your own beverage and a dish
to share during the potluck
lunch. Arrive at noon and dine
at 1 p.m.

For more details contact
Sharon at 815-861-6534 or
Lana at 414-719-1121.

Class of 1961 to hold
reunion Sept. 10th



Another Illinois State
Police (ISP) squad car was hit
Saturday on US Route 45 at
5152 S. Road in Kankakee
County. It’s the 16th Scott’s Law
violation involving an ISP
squad car this year

At approximately 2:34
a.m., an ISP District 21 Trooper
was stationary outside of the
squad car with emergency
lights activated, investigating a
prior traffic crash. The driver of
the previously crashed vehicle
and the Trooper were standing
in front of the squad car. 

That’s when a Chevrolet
Trail Blazer, traveling south-
bound on US Route 45, failed
to yield to the stationary emer-
gency vehicle and struck the
rear of the squad car.

The ISP Trooper and the
driver of the previously
crashed vehicle sustained non-
life-threatening injuries and
were transported to a local
hospital for treatment. 

The driver of the
Chevrolet, Austin M. Gray, 24,
of Chebanse, was uninjured.
He was charged with Driving
Under the Influence of
Alcohol, Operating an
Uninsured Motor Vehicle, and
a violation of Scott’s Law –
Improper Passing of an
Emergency Vehicle Causing

Injury to Another.
A person who violates

Scott’s Law, faces a fine of no
less than $250 or more than
$10,000 for a first offense.  If
the violation results in injury
to another person, the viola-
tor’s driver’s license is sus-
pended between six months
and two years. 

So far this year, there have
been 16 ISP squad cars struck
in relation to the Move Over

Law and seven Troopers have
sustained injuries from Move
Over Law-related crashes. 

ISP is reminding the pub-
lic of the requirements of the
Move Over Law, otherwise
known as the “Scott’s Law.”
When approaching an emer-
gency vehicle, or any vehicle
with their emergency or haz-
ard lights activated, drivers are
required to slow down and
move over. 

State Police squad car struck by DUI driver

A STATE TROOPER squad car was struck last week near Kankakee
making it the 16th time since the beginning of the year that a State
Police vehicle has been hit.

Celebrate the 20th
anniversary of Woods Walk by
trekking on trails throughout
Will County.

The popular, self-paced
Forest Preserve District of Will
County hiking program kicks
off Sept. 1 and runs through
Nov. 30. Hike seven of 10 desig-
nated trails to earn a com-
memorative medallion.

“It has been a beloved
program since its inception,”
said Jen Guest, the Forest
Preserve’s recreation coordina-
tor. “In those 20 years, the
Forest Preserve has grown
both in acres of land and miles
of trails so there are more
paths to choose from.”

To mark the anniversary
of Woods Walk, an 11th bonus
trail at Racoon Grove Nature
Preserve has been added to
this year's list because it was in
the very first Woods Walk pro-
gram.

This year’s Woods Walk
trails are in McKinley Woods,
Hammel Woods, Hickory

Creek Preserve, Kankakee
Sands Preserve near
Braidwood, Messenger Woods
Nature Preserve, Goodenow
Grove Nature Preserve, Prairie
Bluff Preserve, Theodore
Marsh, Hadley Valley and
Sugar Creek Preserve. Lengths
range from 1.5 miles to 3.47
miles.

To begin the challenge,
pick up your Woods Walk hik-
ing guide on or after Sept. 1 at
a Forest Preserve visitor center
or download an online version
at ReconnectWithNature.org.

Also available this year
will be a map app you can use
to navigate the hikes. The QR
map code will be on the back
page of the Woods Walk hiking
guide.

The deadline to turn in a
completed hiking guide sub-
mission form is Saturday, Dec.
31. Submission forms can be
found in the back of the guide
or online. Medallions will be
available beginning Sept. 30.

Celebrate 20th anniversary 
of Forest Preserve’s 
Woods Walk hiking challenge

The Morris Hospital
Auxiliary will host its annual
Golf Outing on Monday, Sept.
26 at the Morris Country Club,
2615 U.S. Route 6 in Morris
with all proceeds benefiting
the Morris Hospital Patient
Transportation and LifeLine®
programs. Guests are invited
to play golf, purchase dinner
tickets, or participate in the
helicopter golf ball drop for a
chance to win a $1,000 cash
prize.

Activities will begin with
golfer check-in and lunch from
11 a.m.-12 p.m. At noon,
golfers will head out on the
links for 18 holes of golf. The
cost for 18 holes of golf, lunch
and dinner is $150 per person
or $540 for a foursome.

Non-golfers are invited to
support the event by purchas-
ing tickets for a carry out din-
ner featuring pulled pork,
roasted potatoes, coleslaw,
corn, rolls and butter, and
dessert. Dinner tickets are $25
per person with food available
starting at 5 p.m. 

Anyone can support the
cause by purchasing a chance
in the helicopter ball drop that
will take place at 5:30 p.m.
when Kendall Copters will

drop approximately 200 num-
bered golf balls from the heli-
copter onto the fairway over
hole 1. The person who pur-
chases the ball that lands clos-
est to or in the hole will win a
$1,000 cash prize. One golf ball
can be purchased for $20,
three for $50, or seven for $100.
Participants need not be pres-
ent to win.

The Auxiliary Golfing
Outing has been supporting
the Patient Transportation and
Lifeline services for over 20
years. The landmark Patient
Transportation service has
provided community mem-
bers more than 240,000 trips to
and from medical appoint-
ments. While the Patient
Transportation service makes
healthcare accessible to
patients who may be unable to
drive or have limited mobility,
Lifeline® is an emergency
response system that provides
instant access to emergency
assistance and peace-of-mind
for individuals who live alone. 

To make reservations for
golf or to purchase tickets for
the dinner and helicopter ball
drop, go to morrishospital.
org/golf or call the Auxiliary
Office at 815-705-7002. 

Morris Hospital Auxiliary
golf outing to support
patient transportation

Planners from the
Wilmington High School
Class of 1972 are seeking
information on classmates
in order to invite them to a
50th class reunion on
Saturday, Sept. 24 at Tuffy’s
Lounge and Patio at 7 p.m.

Does anyone know
where the following people
are?

John Burks, Mary Ann
Calhoun, Carl Favero, John
Goodwin, Mary Ann Greer,
Mike Hayes, Florence
Lamonica, Kathy Lewis,
Doris Love, Jane Merrit,
Frank Metes, Terry Parsley,
Wendell Perry, Ron
Richardson, Skip Romines,
Dan Root, Bob Rush,
Debbie Smith Golot, Bob
Taylor, Don Utke, Roxanne
Hawley Dalton.

Please contact com-
mittee by Sept. 12th if you
are coming: Jim Hankins
815-476-7656, Nancy
Sheridan Barbour 815-353-
1374 or Peggy Norman
Kunz 815-545-0720.

There will not be a
ticket price to attend, but a
suggested $15 per person
donation will be collected
at the reunion to cover
expenses. Any amount col-
lected above what is need-
ed will be donated to the
WHS Foundation for
Excellence.

Wilmington
class of 1972
seeking
whereabouts
of classmates

The WHS class of 1967 is
having its 55th class reunion
at the VFW in Wilmington on
Saturday, Sept 24, from 5 p.m.
to 11.

There will also be a get-
together on Sunday, Sept. 25
at the South Island pavilion
from 1 to 4 p.m. There is no
cost for either event. Please
join your classmates at these
events.

Class of ‘67
plans reunion
for Sept. 24-25
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COAL CITY—Judith L. Christensen
(nee Doyle), 66, of Coal City, passed away
on Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2022, with loving
family at her side. 

Judy was a talented cook and
enjoyed making spaghetti, lasagna,
and “magic” eggs for her family. She
spent a great deal of time in her flower
garden, was a talented sewer and loved
to craft wreaths, decorate brooms and
paint ceramics. What Judy enjoyed most of
all was spending time with her children and
grandchildren.

She is survived by her fiancé of 13 years,
Mark Holt; children: Tammy Misura, Jerry
(Karri) Neeley, Samantha Neeley and Jennifer

(Fred) Yanez; grandchildren: Michael
and Christina Misura, Jeremy and

Amber Neeley, Ashlee, Freddy, Leah
and Devin Yanez; brother, Richard
Saunders; sister, Cheryl Doyle and
her niece, Judy Holt. Other numerous
nieces and nephews also survive. 

Judy was preceded in death by
her parents, James and Florence

Doyle; sister, Debra Neeley and her
faithful canine companion, Harley.  

A celebration of Judy’s life will take
place at a future date. 

Forsythe Gould Funeral Home, 507 S. State
St., Manhattan has been entrusted with
arrangements. www.forsythegouldfh.com

Judith L. Christensen

A celebration of Life will be held for
Eugene John Kahler, "Gene," 59, of
Arkansas, formerly of Wilmington, who
passed away unexpectedly Aug. 1,
2022, at his home.

Friends and relatives are welcome
to join us on Sunday, Aug. 28 from 2-4
p.m. at Tuffy's Lounge and Patio, 1099
S. Water St., Wilmington.

Born Dec. 15, 1962, in Wilmington,
he was the son of Eugene S. Kahler and
Helen A. Ziller.  Gene graduated from
Wilmington High School in 1981. He was a life-
long Union Sheet Metal and HVAC worker. He
owned and operated his own business, Kahler
Air located in Springdale, AR. Gene was an avid

racer spending many days out on the
track with friends. He also enjoyed
hunting and fishing in his spare time.
Gene had a wild and carefree spirit
and lived every day to the fullest.

Survivors include his fiancé, Tara
Knauls; daughter, Jessica (Jeremy)
Penfield; grandchildren; Stella, Jeremy

Jr. and Weston; son, Jay Mashburn and
mother, Helen Ziller; sisters, Veronica

(Marty) Orr and Valerie Newirth (Patrick
Sharpton).

Gene was proceeded in death by his father,
Eugene S. Kahler and brother, Edward I. Kahler

Eugene Kahler

WILMINGTON—Judith Carol
Rodgers, 79, of Wilmington, passed away
peacefully on Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022 at
Aperion Care in Wilmington.

Born Feb. 8, 1943 in Christopher,
IL, she was a daughter of Elmer and
Lillian Lorene (Turner) Moore. She
was a graduate of Christopher
Community High School class of 1961.
On Aug. 30, 1961 she married Herman
Rodgers, and together they cherished 60
years together. Judith was a member of the
Area #1 Outdoor Club and enjoyed making
porcelain dolls, macramé crafting and sewing
quilts. Her most cherished memories came
from raising her three children and spending
time with her grandchildren and great-grand-
children. She was a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother and sister
who was dearly loved and will be deeply missed.

Survivors include her husband, Herman, of
Wilmington; three children: Buck (Laura)
Rodgers, of Plantation, FL; Richard Rodgers, of
Jewett, IL and Daniel (Stacey) Rodgers, of
Carbon Hill; seven grandchildren: Elizabeth
(Keith) Janzak, Richard (Jessica) Rodgers, Gage

Rodgers, Cheyenne Rodgers, Alaynah
(Bryan) Czemske, Halee Rodgers and
Noah Rodgers; numerous great-grand-
children, one sister, Alberta Novy, of
Godley and dear friend, Miss Rodgers.

Judith was preceded in death by
her parents, two brothers, Don and
Bill; and two sisters, Shirley and Joyce.

The family will receive friends on
Wednesday, Aug. 24. 2022 from 11 a.m.

until time of funeral service at 12:30 p.m.
at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler

Rd., in Wilmington. Burial will follow in
Oakwood Cemetery in Wilmington.

Preferred memorials in Judith's memory
may be made to the Dementia Ward at Aperion
Care in Wilmington.

Friends and family are encouraged to
upload pictures, sign the online guestbook and
share Judith's page via social media by logging
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Funeral arrangements have been made
under the direction and care of Baskerville
Funeral Home. 

Judith Rodgers

ORLAND PARK—Dr. Ruth Virginia
Peters Wegforth, 88, a resident of Orland
Park, IL for 14 years, passed away Aug.
16, 2022 in Orland Park. 

She was born March 20, 1934 in
Olivet, IL to Bryan and Margaret
Peters. She was a University Professor.

She is survived by her husband of
55 years, Robert Wegforth; sons, John
Wegforth (Heidi) and Robert Wegforth
(Debra); daughter, Gayl Jones (Ed); grand-
daughters: Shelby Wegforth, Jennifer
Brenner (Josh) and Jessica Schmidt; grandson,
Austin Wegforth (Mallory); 10 great-grandchil-

dren, sister, Joy Campbell (Dale) and sis-
ter-in-law, Shiela Peters.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, brother, Donald Peters
and two nephews.

Visitation will be held
Thursday, Aug. 25, 4-8 p.m. at First
Nazarene Church, 12725 Bell Road,

Lemont, IL. Funeral services will be
held Friday, Aug. 26, 2022 at 11 a.m. at

the church.
Burial will be at Abraham Lincoln

National
Cemetery at a later date.

Dr. Ruth Virginia Peters Wegforth

DIAMOND—Gene I Borders, 93, of
Diamond, formerly Chicago, Blue Island
and New Lenox, passed away on
Monday, Aug, 22, 2022, at Park Pointe
Nursing and Rehabilitation in Morris.

Born Feb. 4, 1929, in Chicago, he
was a son of Walter Paul and Mary Inez
(Sneed) Borders. On Oct. 11, 1947, he
married Pearl Campbell in Blue Island,
IL and together they cherished 74 years
of marriage. Gene and Pearl lived many
years in Blue Island and New Lenox, IL
before moving to Diamond. He thoroughly
enjoyed wood working and worked as a cabinet
maker for most of his life. Gene was a loving
husband, father and grandfather who cherished
his family and will be deeply missed.

Survivors include his wife, Pearl Borders, of
Diamond; four children: Margaret Howard, of
Rockledge, IL; Janice (Peter) Rossi, of Morris;
Bonnie (Richard) Gill, of Cody, WY and Claude
Borders, of Las Vegas, NV;  16 grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren and six great-great-grand-
children.

Gene was preceded in death by his
parents, two brothers, one half-brother
and one half-sister.

Visitation will be held on
Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022, between the
hours of 6 and 8 p.m. at Reeves
Funeral Home, 75 N. Broadway Street,
one block north of IL 113, in Coal City.

Funeral services will be held on Friday,
Aug. 26, 2022, at 10 a.m. also at the

funeral home. Pastor Joe Schripsema will
officiate, and burial will follow in Chapel

Hill Gardens South Cemetery in Oak Lawn.
Preferred memorials in Gene's memory

may be made to Braceville United Methodist
Church.

Friends and family are encouraged to
upload photos, sign the online guestbook and
share Gene's memorial page via social media by
logging onto www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Funeral arrangements have been made
under the direction and care of Reeves Funeral
Home in Coal City. 

Gene I. Borders

COAL CITY—Avis A. Brancato, 86, of
Coal City, passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 at her home, sur-
rounded by her family.

She was born on Aug. 30, 1935 on
the family farm to William T. and
Laura H. (nee Pierard) Swanson. She
married Sam J. Brancato on Aug. 12,
1956 at the Assumption Catholic
Church. She worked for a few years at
the Joliet Arsenal before becoming a
full time mother and homemaker.

Avis was a wonderful baker. Cookies
and cakes were her specialty. She enjoyed read-
ing and looking over cookbooks to find her next
creations. Sitting in her screen house in her
backyard, Avis took pleasure in watching the
birds and her growing flowers. Ice cream was a
favorite treat of hers and she would eat it three
meals a day, especially enjoying Dean’s
Peppermint flavor. Nightly visits with family
and girl’s trips were some of Avis’s treasured
moments. Most of all, Avis had an amazing
maternal instinct. She was a devoted mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother, but was
also a caregiver to many family members.

She is survived by her children, Renee
(Phil) McLuckie, Randi (Rich) McLuckie, Rhona
(Tom) Hanley and Brad (Karen) Brancato; her
nine grandchildren: Meredith (Daniel) Goode,
Robert (Katie) McLuckie, Erin (Doug) Hitchock,
Ryan McLuckie, Austin (Kassie) McLuckie, Tyler

Hanley, Tanner (Jordan) Hanley, Ali Brancato
and Tessa Brancato; her great-grandchil-

dren: Kane and Mack McLuckie, Abby
and Finn Hitchcock and one on the
way; her sister, Naomi (Gene)
Bianchetta; her sister-in–law, Marie
Swanson and numerous nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, William and Laura Swanson;

her husband of 50 years, Sam Brancato;
her sister and brother-in-law, LaVerne

and Fritz Kelly, her brother, Ernie Swanson
and her brother and sister-in-law, Bill and
Delores Swanson.

Memorials may be directed in Avis’s name
to the Coal City Food Pantry, the Coal City
Library or to the donor’s choice.

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022 at Ferrari Funeral
Services, 1044 Ferrari Dr., Coal City.

Funeral Services will be at 10 a.m. on
Friday, Aug. 26, 2022 at the Ferrari Funeral
Chapel with Pastor Mark Hughey officiating.
Burial will follow at Braceville Gardner
Cemetery.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guestbook at www.
ferrarifuneral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City are
entrusted with arrangements.

Avis A. Brancato

The Illinois Department
of Public Health (IDPH) said it
is providing a one-time bulk
shipment of 1 million over-
the-counter (OTC) COVID-19
rapid antigen tests to K-12
public school districts outside
of Chicago for the upcoming
2022-2023 school year.

The tests will be provided
free of charge.

The tests are being offered
upon request and are intend-
ed to supplement testing at
school districts for the dura-
tion of the upcoming school
year. Only one request is per-
mitted per district. 

The tests will be delivered
to a single hub location in the
district. Districts will then be
responsible for distributing
the tests to their local schools.
The number of tests distrib-
uted will be based on the size
of the district.

The OTC tests are intend-
ed to be distributed or to be
administered in the following

ways:
1) Providing tests to stu-

dents with COVID-19 symp-
toms for at-home use, includ-
ing the testing of family mem-
bers or close contacts.

2) Testing of those who
may have been exposed while
in school.

3) Testing in alignment
with the Illinois Test to Stay
(T2S) program.

The tests are not intended
to be used for regular screen-
ing purposes. IDPH continues
to provide free weekly screen-
ing testing through SHIELD-IL
and the Midwest Coordinating
Center.

For more information
about the State of Illinois’s
efforts to protect school chil-
dren and teachers from
COVID-19, go to:
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid
1 9 / c o m m u n i t y -
g u i d a n c e / s c h o o l -
guidance.html.

IDPH ships 1 million free
COVID-19  tests for schools
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The two days of partisan
political events during the
Illinois State Fair are like
miniature, stripped-down,
informal versions of national
political conventions. They
serve as a sort of kickoff to our
fall campaign season, so they
are usually closely watched by
reporters who cover cam-
paigns and by insiders.

The speeches and organ-
ized theater are usually
allowed to dominate coverage.
Last week, gubernatorial can-
didate Darren Bailey was driv-
en to the Republican Day event
on a large John Deere tractor, a
tailor-made image for TV and
print reporters alike. He then
capably delivered his well-
written speech, which mainly
attempted to paint the incum-
bent Democratic governor as
an out-of-touch billionaire
with soft hands who lives in a
bubble and has no clue what
average folks are going
through.

The “hands” image was at
the core of Bailey’s speech.
“With our hands, and our
sweat, we nurture life, we
strengthen our families, and
we feed the world,” he said.
“Take a look at your hands.
They're probably like mine, a
little swollen, a little calloused,
got scars on ‘em,” he said
before relating the life of a
farmer.

“Companies are leaving,
families are leaving. Some peo-
ple are just throwing their
hands up and giving up,” he

said later in his
address. “But I
mentioned your
hands earlier.
Look at them
again. You and I
are hands-on peo-
ple. We fix prob-
lems all day long.
Now, we've got to
turn our attention
to fixing this great
state,” he contin-
ued.

And then he
contrasted “our”
hands with the wealthy gover-
nor’s. “On Tuesday, I milked a
cow,” Bailey said, which, of
course, involves his hands.
“Last week with JB Pritzker, he
took a picture with the butter
cow. Now don't get me wrong.
The butter cow is amazing. …
But JB and his soft billionaire
hands was safely on the other
side of that protective glass, far
from the work. Kind of like in
his billionaire bubble. I say he
doesn't care. But I want to tell
you something. Maybe he just
doesn't know.”

The hands metaphor was
also used as a means of politi-
cal action: “You can't clear a
field of weeds if you don't pull
them out by the roots, friends,
and the only way to fix Illinois
is to fire JB Pritzker and get the
problem out by the roots.”

Clever.
But images and speeches

rarely make an impact with
news media coverage alone. A
candidate needs money to put

those images and
zingers in TV ads
and to amplify
them throughout
the online world.

And Bailey
still has no money
to do that. His
principal backer,
billionaire Richard
Uihlein, came in
relatively late but
big during the pri-
mary. So, maybe
he’ll eventually do
that again. Bailey

has not yet shown any ability
to raise substantial money on
his own, either before the pri-
mary or since. Bailey’s only
reported contribution last
week was just $1,000.

Since the primary, Uihlein
has contributed $20 million to
Dan Proft’s People Who Play by
the Rules PAC. Proft, a talk-
radio host and political
activist, aired some super-solid
TV ads on Bailey’s behalf dur-
ing the primary, so at first, I
didn’t think it was a huge deal. 

Instead, Proft has reverted
back to running the type of ads
that didn’t win many elections
when he was involving himself
in legislative races (mainly
with Uihlein’s money). His past
few ads, costing $1.8 million at
the time of this writing, simply
feature unknown people who
appear to be talking to an
unseen interviewer just off-
camera.

None of Proft’s independ-
ent expenditure ads mention

Bailey by name. Pritzker isn’t
even featured. If, as I suspect,
Uihlein ultimately wants Proft
to take the helm of Bailey’s
campaign, then Proft isn’t
auditioning well. Bailey’s own
Uihlein-funded primary ads
were infinitely superior to
what’s on TV now. The GOP
ticket situation is currently in
near-disaster mode, with
Bailey under siege, but it’s
gonna be the apocalypse if
somebody doesn’t do some-
thing soon.

Individual candidate
speeches usually matter far
less after the state fair fades to
black. And Bailey showed last
week that he is not quite capa-
ble of taking reporters’ ques-
tions.

Asked about his specific
plan to address gun violence,
for instance, Bailey said, “it
would be nice if we would start
obeying and following the laws
that we have.”

Bailey’s speech and his
Q&A were filled with divisive,
unsubtle code words about
hard-working people being
victimized by their leaders who
must now rise up as one and
smite their abuser.

But it’s still much more
effective than the stuff Uihlein
is paying good money for right
now.

Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

Darren Bailey needs money for good zingers

The gap between the
cheapest vs. most expensive
area gas price narrowed this
week as the cost per gallon
trickled up while some sta-
tions saw a 24-cent drop.

Braidwood area stations
dropped from $4.28/gallon to
$4.04 on Monday, the commu-
nity with the biggest decline.

Wilmington and Coal City
stations average a 10-cent
drop in prices over the week
with an average of $4.25 in
Wilmington and $4.28 in Coal
City.

But the gas war in
Bourbonnais and Joliet may be
over as prices climbed as
much as 15 cents in those
communities. Still, they were
cheaper as $3.79/g average in
Bourbonnais and $3.99/g in
Joliet, according to
GasBuddy.com.

“While some areas saw
gas prices rise slightly last
week, the national average
saw yet another weekly
decline, extending the streak
to 10 straight weeks. The pace
of declines is certainly slowing
down as oil prices have
bounced up slightly. But the
West Coast and Northeastern

U.S. are areas that still may see
gas prices decline, while the
South and Midwest see the
drop fade and potentially
slight increases," said Patrick
De Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy.

Average gasoline prices in
Illinois have fallen 1.5 cents to
$4.24/g Monday. Prices in
Illinois are 62.9 cents per gal-
lon lower than a month ago
and stand $1.02/g higher than
a year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois was priced at
$3.49/g while the most expen-
sive was $5.89/g, a difference
of $2.40/g.

"In addition to falling
gasoline prices, the average
price of diesel has fallen below
$5 per gallon for the first time
since March, likely helping to
cool off aggressive inflation
numbers. Thus far, Mother
Nature has spared us from dis-
ruptions from hurricanes, but
that remains a wildcard as we
head into the peak of hurri-
cane season."

The national average
price of gasoline is $3.86/g.

Local gas prices 
drop 24 cents 
in one week

BY ANDREW HENSEL
THE CENTER SQUARE

Gov. J.B. Pritzker is defending the SAFE-T
Act despite criticisms from law enforcement
statewide that it will make Illinois less safe.

The Safety, Accountability, Fairness and
Equity-Today Act, or SAFE-T Act, abolishes
cash bail beginning in January 2023, overhauls
police training and includes other measures.

Pritzker has come under fire recently as
opponents of the criminal justice measure say
it will allow violent criminals to return to the

street.
At a recent event, Will County State's

Attorney Jim Glasgow pushed for a repeal of the
SAFE-T Act.

"It will destroy the state of Illinois,"
Glasgow said. "I have 640 people in the Will
County jail. All their bonds will be extinguished
on Jan. 1, and 60 are charged with murder."

At an unrelated news conference last week,
Pritzker said the measure had helped the
police.

"The SAFE-T Act does many things that
support local law enforcement," Pritzker said.
"We are providing the funding. We are provid-

ing cameras and ensuring local law enforce-
ment has the necessary resources."

Pritzker also said that the elimination of
cash bail prevents low-level, poorer criminals
from sitting in jail for months at a time.

"We do not want someone in jail because
they were arrested for a low-level crime like
shoplifting to be sitting in jail for months or
maybe even years," Pritzker said. "At the same
time, someone who is a wealthy drug dealer,
perhaps accused of murder and arrested, can
show up with a suitcase full of money and get
out of jail."

State Rep. Adam Niemerg, R-Teutopolis,

told The Center Square that releasing "hard-
ened criminals" does not make the state any
safer.

"Tell me how ending cash bail and releas-
ing hardened criminals onto the streets pro-
tects our neighborhoods," Niemerg said. "I
would ask the people of Chicago if the safety of
their streets is any better, and I think we all
know the answer to that question."

This is the second consecutive year that
violent crime rates in Illinois have risen,
according to a 2022 report by Safewise.com.
The city of Chicago has also seen a 27%
increase in crime over the past two years.

Gov. Pritzker defends end to cash bail despite law enforcement criticisms
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DR. DAVID NAYAK carries a box of fresh sweet corn harvested
from his Grundy County farm. The Greater Chicago Food
Depository sorted and boxed 16,000 pounds of corn donated by
Nayak. 

Photo courtesy of David Nayak

A BIN OF sweet corn from Nayak Farms moves from the Grundy County fields to be loaded and
trucked to a Chicago-area food bank. 

BY KAY SHIPMAN
FARMWEEK

David Nayak bought a
Grundy County farm in
October with a goal to impact
lives and fight hunger. On July
28, the Chicago physician
delivered fresh sweet corn to
two food banks. 

“I think God is calling us
to feed our state,” Nayak told
FarmWeek the day after help-
ing with his first harvest at the
Greater Chicago Food
Depository.

Nayak Farms is working
with Feeding Illinois to donate
fresh sweet corn to food banks
as part of the Farms to Food
Bank initiative. Initiative part-
ners include Illinois Farm
Bureau, Illinois Specialty
Growers Association, Illinois
Farmers Market Association,
University of Illinois Extension
and the Prairie Research
Institute’s Illinois Sustainable
Technology Center.

“The timing is right. We
need all the food we can get,”
said Stephen “Steve” Ericson,
executive director of Feeding
Illinois.

Through Nayak Farms’
efforts, 16,000 pounds of sweet
corn were divided into about
13,200 meals at the Chicago
Food Depository. That same
day, the second of his new,
refrigerated semitrailers deliv-
ered sweet corn to the
Northern Illinois Food Bank in
Geneva.

It seems a guardian angel
and greater power helped
along the way.

A central Illinois native,
Nayak described how he and
his wife, Alicia, concentrated
on food insecurity in Chicago
after medical school. An idea
to establish grocery stores,
possibly in a school, was tied
up in red tape and logistics,
but the couple’s desire to fight
hunger continued.

“I think God is calling us
to do something bigger,” he
remembered telling his wife.

That’s when 160 acres in

Gardner came up for auction
after being owned by the same
family for 100 years. With an
idea to fight hunger by growing
food, the Nayaks attended the
October auction in Dwight,
bought the land, retained the
longtime tenant family and
joined the Kendall-Grundy
Farm Bureau.

Nayak chuckles recalling
when he told his farm opera-
tor, Brian Christensen, about
planting sweet corn to donate
on some acres instead of soy-
beans and field corn.
Christensen guessed they’d
plant half an acre and was sur-
prised to hear Nayak’s goal of
16 acres and 250,000 pounds of
sweet corn.

And the doctor proposed
to spread out sweet corn har-
vest so his farmer staggered
planting. On the last week of
July, two of the 16 acres were
picked. Nayak’s goal is to har-
vest every 10 to 14 days until
mid-October. “I want to grow
the most delicious, best-tast-
ing corn,” he added enthusias-
tically.

Along with the farmland,
other necessities came

through at the right time. After
learning about harvest losses,
Nayak bought a one-row corn
picker that was delivered only
weeks before harvest — “just
in time,” he said. Nayak also
secured the needed trucks,
bins, pallets and boxes to
transport the harvest.

Nayak Farms is donating
the sweet corn to food banks,
while the doctor’s foundation,
Strength to Love, is coordinat-
ing the truck drivers, fuel and
logistics, he explained. “We are
blessed by God to have the
ability to do this,” Nayak said.

The Farm to Food Bank
initiative’s second-year
progress has exceeded expec-
tations, Ericson said, adding
“I’m thrilled with where we
are.”

In addition to Nayak
Farms, the initiative also
gained Gibbs Family Farms in
Woodford County and Roth
Countryside Produce of
Morton along with others. The
initiative’s pilot farm,
Rendleman Orchards in Union
County, has increased its par-
ticipation, Ericson said.

Farm to Food Bank con-

nects food banks with farmers
to buy fruit, vegetables,
cheese, milk, meat and eggs.
Interested farmers may con-
tact Ericson by visiting
FeedingIllinois.org. “I’d rather
spend money on Illinois food
and farmers than on trans-
portation costs. It’s a win-win-
win,” Ericson said.

With big plans and more
ideas, Nayak hopes to donate 1
million pounds of sweet corn
within a few years and provide
off-season donations from a
future building with a cooler
and freezer. His progress may
be guided by a guardian angel,
his late mother Dr. Anjuli
Nayak. “I think my mother is
smiling down,” Nayak said.

This story was distributed
through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more food and
farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.

Nayak Farms delivering on goal to impact lives

The Better Business
Bureau is warning consumers
about a reported text message
scam.

The scammer poses as a
lottery winner named Manuel
Franco. He claims to have won
a $768 million Powerball
Jackpot and is donating to 200
random individuals. These
text messages request that the
victim reach out to the win-
ner’s agent and provide an
alternate phone number to
contact.

The text messages may
come from an out-of-state
area code. The message details
change often, such as the dol-
lar amount being given or the
name of the agent in charge of
dispersing the funds. 

In many cases, the scam-
mer will request banking
information or a fee to send
the funds. If personal informa-

tion is given, it may lead to lost
funds or hacked accounts, and
any fees paid will most likely
never be recovered.

Use BBB’s tips to avoid
this scam:

• Don't pay upfront fees to
claim a prize. No legitimate
sweepstakes company will
ever ask to pay a fee or buy
something to enter or improve
the chances of winning — that
includes paying "taxes," "ship-
ping and handling charges," or
“processing fees” to get a prize.

• Checks can bounce after
the bank allows the account
holder to withdraw cash from
the deposit. Even if a bank rep-
resentative tells you a check
has “cleared,” you can’t be sure
it won’t be detected as a fake
weeks later. One thing you can
be sure of is that you will be on
the hook for any funds drawn
against the amount.

• Be suspicious of irregu-
lar communication. Real
sweepstakes will not notify
you via text or bulk mail. They
will not send a check in the
mail without first confirming
with you. And you won’t be
notified that you are a winner
and have to respond or act
within 24 hours to collect your
prize.

• A notification that you
have won a prize in a contest
you do not remember entering
should be a red flag. Keep track
of all sweepstakes entries so
it's easy to check if a legitimate
contest-related company is
confirming winnings. When
entering, read the fine print
and rules for how prizes are
claimed.

BBB issues warning on text scam
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

2BR apt. in Diamond, 
$650/mo +utilities, no 
pets, 815-302-4406. cc 
33b-36b

Braidwood, 2 BR, stove 
and refrigerator, w/d 
hookup, C/A, garbage 
included, $1,000 month 
plus security, no pets, 
call 815-474-4407. 

BOATS

14 foot Lund fishing 
boat. 8 hp merc, 2 ped-
estal seats. $1,550. 
Call 815-423-6064 or 
779-279-4788.  cc34-36

DUPLEX FOR RENT

One bedroom town-
house with garage for 
rent in Diamond. 
Washer/dryer included. 
Newer building. One 
small pet is ok. Call 
630-383-8198. cc31-34.

Spacious ranch duplex 
with 2 car garage and 
full basement. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 
volume ceilings.  Quiet 
Diamond neighborhood 
with easy access to I55. 
Large yard and very 
clean. $1,850.00 
month. 815-823-9202. 
cc32-35

ESTATE SALES

Estate and Pole Barn 
Sale. 316 S. St. Louis 
St., Elwood, Sat. & 
Sun., August 27th & 
28th, 9am-4pm. Some 
household furnishings, 
small tools, power 
equipment, and many 
miscellaneous items - 
too numerous to list. 
Some items will be 
priced, the rest no rea-
sonable offer will be re-
fused. 40 x 60 pole 
barn jam packed and 
everything must go, so 
don't miss out! ck32-34

GARAGE SALES

211 S. Washington 
Street, Wilmington, Fri-
day & Saturday, August 
26-27 from 8am-4pm. 
Household items, cloth-
ing, some tools, misc. 
items. ca33-34

520 & 535 S. Vermillion 
St., Coal City. Wed., 
Aug. 24, 4-7pm; Thur., 
Fri., & Sat., Aug. 25, 
26, 27, 8am-noon. 
Patio loungers & chairs, 
men’s bicycle, lots of 
misc. ca 34b

713 S. Water Street, 
Wilmington, Fri., Sat., & 
Sun., August 26, 27 & 
28 and Fri., Sat., & 
Sun., Sept. 2, 3 & 4 
from 10am-4pm. Entire 
estate sale, something 
for everyone. ch34-35

Shadow Lakes 
Annual

Flea Market
and yard sale
Non Residents 

invited
Labor Day
Weekend

Sat., Sept. 3
8am-3pm 

Entrance only Gate 3
or 4a off Novy road.  
Maps available at

gates and pavilion. 
For info: 

815-458-3647.
(No entry after 2 p.m.)

ch33-35

Mechanic needed to 
maintain quads, trac-
tors and track vehicles. 
General handyman for 
farm work, drive tractor, 
cut grass, helping with 
dog training. Wilming-
ton area, 40 hours 
wk/12 months. Call 
630-399-4982 before 
6pm in the evening. 
cc33-35

Polk-A-Dot Drive In 
now hiring day staff. 
Work while your kids 
are in school. Stop by 
for an application. 
Braidwood. cc33-36

HELP WANTED

The Coal City Public 
Library District is seek-
ing a part-time, 21 
hour per week Circula-
tion Clerk. Require-
ments include a high 
school diploma and 
computer skills.  Must 
be available days, 
evenings and Satur-
days.  Starting pay is 
$12/hour. Applications 
are available at 85 N. 
Garfield Street, Coal 
City. Please attach a 
resume. ch 34b

VanDuyne Motel is 
looking for part-time 
maintenance man/ 
handy man, working up 
to 25 hrs/week. Also, 
looking for part-time 
housekeeper, working 
8-15 hrs/week. Please 
call 815-476-2801 or 
stop by VanDuyne Mo-
tel at 107 Bridge St., 
Wilmington, IL. Come 
to office and fill out ap-
plication. cc30b-37b

HOMES FOR RENT

354 French Street, 
Braidwood. 3BR, 1BA, 
1 car garage. Large 
deck, large yard renter 
will maintain. Refrigera-
tor and stove are 3 yrs 
old, washer/dryer 6 
months old, Renter is to 
maintain repairs or re-
place appliances. Avail-
able immediately. 
$1,400 month. 1st,  last 
& $2,000 deposit. No 
pets. 779-225-8283. 
ch32-35

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: 16’ fiber glass 
canoe; clean rustic pal-
let wood, great for walls 
& projects. For Free: 
Corner fit whirlpool tub, 
good condition. 
815-476-2805. ca33-35

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Like new fern green 
sofa, 3 box cushions 
with maple feet, slight 
camel back. $500. 
815-592-0246. cc32-34

Portable Generac Gen-
erator, 6500 watt, 30 
amp power, transfer 
switch kit, 6 circuits. 
$750. Lumber, 2 x 12 x 
14, twelve boards, $15 
each. 815-513-5249. 

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Gas Fireplace Repair
40 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
ck34-33

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. 
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. ck17b-16b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966. 

STORAGE

TRAILERS

2020 black Interstate 
enclosed trailer, 16’ x 7’ 
x 7’, side door and fold 
down rear ramp door. 
$8,000. Call or text 
815-999-2185. ca32-35

WANTED WANTED TO BUY

*Wanted*Wanted*
Old cars, trucks or mo-
torcycles. Running or 
not. Cash buyer. Larry
815-671-8741. ca29-36

WILMINGTON

WILMINGTON

COAL CITY
Diamond near bike path,
3 BR, 2 BA ranch, CA, 2
car garage, all appliances
included, $1,900 + secu-
rity deposit, small pets
ok, no smoking, 1 yr.
lease, 815-634-8137.

HOMES FOR RENT
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Dear EarthTalk: Are car-
bon capture technologies pie
in the sky or really feasible as
a global warming mitigation
technique?

-- Paul C., Scranton, PA
The short answer is ...

we’ll see. To understand how
to remove carbon dioxide
(CO2) from our atmosphere,
it is important to first look at
how it gets there and why it's
a problem in the first place.

Human activities are the
dominant contributor to CO2
emissions through fossil fuel
burning, electricity consump-
tion and transportation.

According to NASA,
humans have caused
increased CO2 concentrations
by half since the 18th century,
resulting in a 1.8°F tempera-
ture increase. 

This may seem insignifi-
cant, but the consequences
are becoming more and more
apparent, so scientists are
going all out to figure out ways
to limit potentially irreversible
effects moving forward.

Various emission reduc-
tion strategies are being put in
play to help stave off the worst
effects of global warming.

One of the most promis-
ing is so-called “carbon cap-
ture and storage” (CCS).
Technologies that prevent car-
bon from entering the atmos-
phere by storing it have been
around since the mid-1970s,
but only recently have they
scaled up to meet the
demands of larger industrial
settings.

There are three steps to
CCS: capturing, transporting
and storing. First, CO2 is sepa-

rated from other gasses that
are released during industrial
processes.

Next, the CO2 is trans-
ferred through pipelines
where it is then stored and
often repurposed. Currently,
there are 80 facilities in the
process of implementing CCS,
and 16 that have already done
so. Its removal efficiency is tar-
geted at 90 percent, with some
able to reach 95-99 percent.

CCS is definitely a feasible
method for removing CO2
from the atmosphere. Most
carbon emissions come direct-
ly from a facility; the biggest
advantage of CCS is its ability
to prevent CO2 from escaping
right from the source.

The International Energy
Agency estimates that CCS is
capable of removing up to 20
percent of CO2 from industrial
facilities.

Also, other greenhouse
gasses like nitric oxide and sul-
fur dioxide can also be
sequestered. The CO2 that is
captured can also be utilized
for the creation of other com-
mercial products like concrete
and polymers.

Geologically stored CO2
can be repurposed to collect

geothermal heat, meaning
geothermal energy can be
extracted sustainably. 

While this does sound like
a perfect solution to our prob-
lems, there are some potential
pitfalls.

Although CCS does have
high efficiency, the 90 percent
of CO2 being removed isn’t
enough, considering where we
are with emissions now. With
the race to develop maximum
removal CCS projects, the
costs increase greatly as well. 

According to the Global
CCS Institute, the 26 plants
created as of 2021 have only
removed 0.1 percent of emis-
sions, meaning that for this
technology to be suitable, it
would have to be applied in
every industrial facility, global-
ly—right now.

So we have a situation
where the costs outweigh the
benefits, and due to its

unpromising results“ …there’s
no way it can actually improve
to be better than replacing
coal or gas with wind or solar
directly,” says Stanford’s Mark
Jacobson. “The latter will
always be better, no matter
what, in terms of the social
cost.” 

Most environmental
advocates agree that focusing
on renewables is the best
course of action to reduce our
greenhouse gas emissions.

But CCS nevertheless
remains a viable weapon in
the arsenal of climate change
fighters. With the various tech-
nologies advancing, it will play
an especially important role as
a bridge to a sustainable future
for the planet.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

What carbon capture technologies can do for our enviroment

CARBON CAPTURE & storage was once viewed as a game chang-
er in efforts to stave off climate change, but is it too little too late
now?

BY KEVIN BESSLER
THE CENTER SQUARE

If you are a believer in
the Farmers' Almanac win-
ter predictions, you may
not want to hear what they
have to say about Illinois.

The publication is
warning readers that this
winter will be filled with
plenty of shaking, shivering
and shoveling.

Managing editor Sandi
Duncan says the forecast
comes from a formula that
has been used since 1818.

“It uses a variety of fac-
tors, including various
cycles involving the moon,
as well as the sun, planets
position and a variety of
other factors,” Duncan
said.

Duncan says Illinois
will experience the harsh-
est weather at the first of
the year.

“For your area, the
middle of January looks like
brutally cold conditions
and could bring tempera-
tures as low as minus 20
degrees,” she said.

The Farmers’ Almanac
is issuing a “hot chocolate
warning” for people in

eastern and southern
states. That is because a
cold December and a very
cold January are expected.
They note the good news is
that milder temperatures
will arrive in February.

Folks in the southeast
will also see cold tempera-
tures in January.

“Fortunately for the
snowbirds, February will
likewise warm the region to
near-normal winter season
temperatures overall,”
according to the Almanac.

Checking on another
source, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Climate
Prediction Center shows
near normal temperatures
for Illinois from December
through February, but
above average precipita-
tion.

As for the Farmers’
Almanac prediction accu-
racy, Duncan said it is usu-
ally spot on.

“People who follow the
Farmers’ Almanac forecast
say we are about 80 to 85
percent accurate, but I do
think they give us a little
more leeway than you give
your local forecasters,”
Duncan said.

Farmers' Almanac 
releases winter 
prediction for Illinois

The Forest Preserve of Will County will host a volunteer
morning, Sept. 13, from 10 a.m to 1 p.m. at the Braidwood
Dunes and Savanna Nature Preserve, Reed Township. Make a
difference in your community by volunteering for the Forest
Preserve District.

Complete an online wavier at ReconnectWithNature. org to
participate. If you have a 2022 waiver on file, RSVP to volunteer
services supervisor Emily Kenny at 815-722-7364 or
ekenny@fpdwc.org. All ages. Activities will include seed collec-
tion.

Volunteers needed to collect
seeds at Braidwood Dunes

The Elwood Children's
Garden will host Dixieland
Band on Tuesday, Sept. 13
from 7-8 p.m. as part of its free
music in the garden summer
programs.

In case of inclement
weather the show will be
moved to the Elwood Church
at 101 N. Chicago St.

Dixieland Band visit 
at Elwood Garden
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2022 Punt, Pass & Kick
A Punt, Pass & Kick competion is coming to Coal City  at

10 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 3 at Carbon Hill Park. The town
finals [top two in each age group] will take place between
the Coal City Coalers Junior Varsity and Varsity football
games at the high school on Friday, Sept. 16.

Overall finals between other conference towns that
choose to participate will be held Thursday, Sept. 29 at
Carbon Hill Park beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Free registration. Only soft soled tennis shoes may be
worn [no cleats or bare feet]/ Awards will be given to the
top three places in each age division. Event T-shirts will be
available for purchase. The food stand will be open at
Carbon Hill Park during the Sept. 3 and 29 events.

Complete and return this registration form to your
school office by Tuesday, Aug. 30.

Name: ______________________________________________

Town: ______________________________________________

Age [as of Sept. 1]:

____I would like to order an event T-shirt. Check payable
to Touchdown Club at $10 per shirt. Profits from shirt
sales will be donated to Miners Football and the Coal City
Touchdown Club. Include payment with order form.
[Target date for shirts is Sept. 16].

Total Payment enclosed $ ______________

Event sponsored by Mustachio’s Bar & Grill 
and t.e.+co [Tori Elizabeth Photography]

____ 5-6
____7-8

____ 9-10
____ 11-12

____ 13-14 [no high schoolers]

____YS
____YM
____YL

____YXL

____AS
____AM
____AL

____AXL 

BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

The Coaler kickers finished second in the
Illinois Central Eight Conference and fell in the
Sectional game. They hope they can get farther
this year.

The Coalers finished with a record of 13-9
with a 5-2 record in the ICE. Their season came
to an end during a regional championship 4-3
loss to Grant Park. 

“We had a really good senior group last
year,” said Coal City soccer coach Steven
McCleary. “Along with that, we had some really
good juniors to fill in. We ended up finishing
pretty strong and made it to the regional finals
but ran into a really tough Grant Park team and
gave them a really good game but fell just a lit-
tle short.”

Coal City will rely on last season’s goal
leader Luke Hawkins who was three goals away
from the single-season goals record with 24.
The single-season record is 27 held by Jimmy
Brata.

“He was close on the single-season record
but he has a good chance of breaking the career
record this year. Luke had the most since about
20 years ago. He’s our returning All-Sectional,
All-Conference player and he has gotten better.

He’s shown me things that still wow me so he’s
going to hopefully have a good year but he has a
lot of new pieces around him. We ended up los-
ing nine starters last year so it’s going to be a
work in progress but we’ve just got to try to fill in
the pieces but we have the talent. We have some
guys that were kind of coming in as subs last
year so we’ve got some guys with experience.”

Some of those new pieces include Nathan
Elberts and Timi Shabani.

“He has great potential  to hopefully have it
be a breakout year for him. He only had a few
goals last year but he was kind of filling in a role
behind so many seniors so this is kind of his
chance to step up and take a big role. On the
offensive side, we have a junior Timi Shabani,
he’s a three-year varsity player for us that will
hopefully also take a big step for us. 

Senior Mataeo Blessing mixes into the soc-
cer lineup. McCleary can’t wait to see what he
can do in game action. He’s liked what he has
seen so far.

“He’s decided to join us this year. He’s fast,
strong, he gets after the ball and I think he’s
going to surprise some people. He wanted
something to do to prepare for the wrestling
season. He grew up playing soccer and unfortu-
nately we couldn’t get him at a younger high
school age but he’s got a great personality and

he’s a fighter so we’ll definitely use him.
Coal City has the talent and they will need

it when they start the conference season with
teams like Lisle, Herscher and Peotone.

“We have a really good conference. Lisle is
returning a lot of their guys last year. Lisle will
be extremely tough. Streator, Manteno and
Herscher are never bad so they’re always going
to be tough competition for everybody. Lisle
won last year and I believe they only lost a few
starters so they’ve got a lot of returning guys
including their all-stater is back. Their main
players are all back and they have a great group
of seniors so I’m expecting them to be really
tough.”

They began their season Tuesday when
they hosted Serena. They’ll compete in the
Somonauk Tournament (8/27) before hosting
Herscher (9/1). They will get their chance to see
Lisle on Sept. 6 before hosting Manteno (9/8).
They will compete in the Rivals Cup from Sept.
20-24  before traveling to Peotone (9/27). They
will host Reed-Custer  on Sept. 29 before region-
als begin on Oct. 11.

The Coalers are going to rely on their expe-
rience with their 12 seniors. They hope that
experience will help lead them.

“We picked up three new seniors and we
got up to 12 right now. There’s a lot of them who

have been up and filling in little roles this year
so I think they’re kind of taking a good leader-
ship role for us now. Overall, I think our offense
is going to be pretty strong behind Luke with
Luke, Nathan and Timi there so I think we can
battle a few games on the offensive end and
hopefully control some stuff.”

The Coalers are hoping to get back to where
they were last year and beyond. They know it’s
going to be  difficult with them losing nine
starters but they want to stay above water and
compete for the ICE.

“Our goal is to not drop ground and to be
competitive in our conference. A lot of people
will say I have a rebuilding year and I honestly-
-I don’t feel like we have that. We have a great
group of senior guys that just haven’t really had
their shots because of the groups ahead of them
but they are hungry and they’re ready to kind of
get their chance to show what they can do.”

McCleary is in his seventh year coaching
the Coalers and in his 10th year overall. He will
have Todd Painter help him coach the varsity
team and Tommy Fatigante to coach the JV
team. 

“We’ve been through this before and we
feel like we’ve got a good thing rolling here so
hopefully it kind of shows that at the beginning
of the year here.”

Coalers reload, hope to compete with top of ICE

The Lady Coaler volleyball teams opened
their season Monday with three wins with the
varsity Lady Coalers beating Prairie Central 24-
26, 25-21 and 25-16.

Kayla Henline had 18 setting assists, 6 kills,
6 digs, 4 service points and 1 block.

Addyson Waliczek had 15 setting assists, 11
service points with 2 aces, 10 digs, 2 kills, and 1
block.

Gwen Wharrie led in kills with 12. Gwen
also had 3 digs. Bella Veraveic had 6 kills and 2
blocks. Peyton Benson had 5 kills and 2 digs.

Kenzi Henline led in blocks with 3. Kenzi
had  9 service points with 4 aces, 4 kills and 3

digs.
Jadyn Shaw led in digs with 21. Aubrey

Mellen had 10 digs and 9 service points.
JV Lady Coalers

The JV Lady Coalers beat Prairie Central
25-23 and 25-16. Lilly Feisley had a great service
game with 9 points and 3 aces. Emma
Rodriguez and Addison Hodgen both had 5
kills.

The Freshmen Lady Coalers beat Prairie
Central 25-18, 24-26 and 15-3.

Great opening night for the Lady Coalers!
They host Morris on Thursday before compet-
ing in the Ottawa Invite on Saturday.

Lady Coalers open with a PC sweep

The Coal City Middle
School 8th grade baseball
team rallied with three runs in
the eighth inning to defeat
Channahon 7-5 on Thursday. 

The game was tied at four
with Coal City batting in the
top of the eighth when Connor
Henline drew a walk to score
one run to take the lead for
good.

Channahon took a 3-1
lead after two innings before
Coal City knotted the game up
at four in the top of the sev-
enth inning with a Carter
Nicholson singled on a 2-1
count, scoring one run.

Emmett Easton was cred-
ited with the victory for the
Warriors. The righthander
lasted two innings, allowing
no hits and no runs while
walking none. Henline started
the game for CCMS. The lefty
surrendered four runs on
seven hits over six innings,
striking out six.

Easton and Nicholson
(three stolen bases) both fin-
ished 3-for-4 with an RBI each.
Kellen Forsythe had two hits
and a walk while scoring a run.
Brody D’Orazio, Bobby Stoudt,
Cooper Morris and Henline
contributed a hit each.

Overall the Warriors out-
hit Channahon 12-7 while
leaving 10 runners on base.

"A" Warriors
rally to upend
Channahon

Photo by Ann Gill
MAKING A MOVE to get the ball away from Sandwich were Miner Varsity team members Kole
Carpenter and Cooper Morris.

Sunday was a great day for the Coal City
Miners youth football program as they won at
all levels.

Coal City Superlights continued their
potent ground attack again this week, led by
Drake Figge's three touchdowns as they defeat-
ed Sandwich 21-6.

Kamden Martino and Austin Newman also
contributed plenty of rushing yards throughout
the contest, in support of their QB. 

The Miners’ defense was not to be outdone
on Sunday, as they limited Sandwich to 6
points.  Preston Lissy led the way for a second
week, and a combination of Steele Eaton,
Dakota Herrera and Cole Watson helped shut-
down Sandwich's run game up the middle to
help seal the victory.

The superlights are 2-0.
Lightweight Miners

The Miner Lightweights remained unde-
feated with an 18-7 win over Sandwich.

Camden Schott, Ryan Carpenter, Easton
Hoarth each scored a touchdown. The defen-
sive line made a multiple great stops while the
offensive line was working together tremen-
dously.

Ryan Carpenter on a fumble recovery,
Bryson male, Bainen Durkee, Drake Heath and
John Viano with multiple tackles, offensively

and defensively, executed tremendously.
Jr. Varsity Miners

Coal City beat Sandwich 12-6 to improve to
1-1 overall. 

The JV Miners scored first with a 20-yard
pass from #3 Maddox Meents to #59 Connor
Rodriguez. Second score was ran in by Caiden
Tourigny before the half.

The Indians scored in the second half on a
run to the outside. Miners had many great
offensive drives. The defense had two awesome
turnovers and many stops. The team is excited
and ready for Morris next week.  

Varsity Miners
The Varsity Miners got their first victory of

the season, shutting out Sandwich 32-0.  
Miners (1-1) had rushing touchdowns by

Nick Rohr, Brody D'Orazio, Cooper Morris,
Tanner Gulliquist and Kole Carpenter. 

“Our offensive line was dominating this
week and creating great holes for the running
backs to run through,” said the coach.

The Miner defense was led by Tyler Phillips
with 8 tackles and 3 tackles for loss.  The
defense also got a safety to start off the game by
a great kickoff from Emmitt Easton. Connor
Henline had an interception and the defense
had 2 fumble recoveries.

The Miners travel to Morris on Sunday.

Miners sweep Sandwich on Sunday

STAFF REPORT

Punt, Pass & Kick, one of
the oldest youth sports com-
petitions, is coming to the
community in September. 

Boys and girls ages 5-14 —
except those 14-year-olds in
high school—are invited and
encouraged to participate in
the upcoming competition
involving punting, passing and
kicking a football.

Todd Cumming, of
Carbon Hill is organizing the
event and has invited neigh-
boring communities and local
youth football organizations to
join.

A preliminary competi-
tion for Coal City area youth
will take place at Carbon Hill
Park starting at 10 a.m.,
Saturday, Sept. 3. The top two
finishers in each age group will
advance to the town finals to
take place between the junior
varsity and varsity Coaler foot-
ball games on Friday, Sept. 16.
The Coalers will be hosting
Herscher that day.

Then it’s back to Carbon
Hill Park for the overall finals
between neighboring towns
and youth conference pro-
grams. That contest is set to
get underway at 6:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Sept. 29.

There is no cost to partici-
pate, but registration is
required and forms have been
shared with district schools
and Miners Youth Football.
The form is also included in
this week’s newspaper.
Registration is due by Tuesday,

Aug. 30. 
Communities and youth

programs invited include
B r a i d w o o d / Re e d - Cu s t e r,
Wilmington, Herscher,
Peotone, Manteno, Bradley,

Plano, Channahon/Minooka,
Sandwich, Manhattan and
Morris.

Awards will be given to the
top three places in each age
division—5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12

and 13-14. 
Cumming is looking for-

ward to a good turn out and a
lot of fun for the kids partici-
pating. 

Friendly competition coming to Carbon Hill Park 



The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, August 24, 2022, page 14 WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

The Coal City volleyball team is com-
ing back from another successful season
after winning their regional. They bowed
out in the sectional so the hope this year
leads to a deeper postseason run.

The Lady Coalers finished second in
the Illinois Central Eight Conference with
a 20-12 (11-3) record and were competi-
tive in every game. Their season came to
an end during the Bishop McNamara
Sectional when they fell in two games to a
good Downs Tri-Valley team.

“It was tough but it had been a while
since we won a regional,” said coach Pam
McMurtrey. “We’re always in a super hard
regional. We’re not in the 1A or 2A, we’re
always in 3A or 4A. They are always very
tough.”

The Lady Coalers are very fortunate
to get back setter Addyson Waliczek, who
kind of the do-it-all player. She would set,
block, hit and dig balls up. 

“I’ve got Wally (Addyson Waliczek)
back,” added McMurtrey. “Wally got a lot
of playing time last year. That will help us
for sure with keeping her so having that
experience will be huge and she’s being a
great role model to my two other under-
classmen setters that I have so learning
the game, learning the speed of the game
and things like that. Wally makes great
decisions.”

They’ll also have their very good out-
side hitter Gwen Wharrie and their other
very good middle blocker Bella Veraveic
back, and ready to go.

“Bella has worked really hard this
summer. She’s improved her offense. She’s
working on her defense. I mean, she really
had a good summer and is working hard
for us. She was a nice move in. Gwen can
really hit the ball. When she gets a hold of
it, she sure does and she makes great deci-
sions as well. 

Makayla and Mackenzie Henline are
girls McMurtrey can’t wait to see in action.

“They are really doing a nice job. My
setters are actually making it super diffi-
cult for me because they’re so competi-
tive. They really push each other to be bet-
ter so that’s kind of nice.”

Makayla is a setter while Mackenzie
can play middle or outside hitter. 

“Makayla is a good setter and
Mackenzie can play middle or outside.
She’s a good all-around player.”

Aubrey Mellen and Jadyn Shaw join
the Henline twins as  the other top players
to come up to the varsity level. Mellen will
be used in a hybrid role where she goes
wherever she’s needed while Shaw is a
defensive specialist.

“She’s setting for me and she’s also
doing some DS (defensive specialist) for
me. The girl doesn’t let the ball hit the
ground.  Jadyn is another junior who plays
a killer back row.”

Seniors Addison Gagliardo and
Peyton Benson join the mix as some of the
other very good hitters on this team.

“They’re really good as well.”
The Lady Coalers are blessed with the

fact they have so much depth and so
much chemistry with one another. It also
doesn’t hurt that they don’t like to lose.

“I hate to say everybody but this is
probably the most depth I have had in
years which is so nice. This group also
seems to get along really well. They’ve
been coming to practice fun and it’s one of
the most competitive with each other
groups like in a good way. I don’t mean
that in a bad way. When we scrimmage
each other, it doesn’t matter what my
teams are that I put together or what posi-
tion I put them in, they work hard and
they push each other because they don’t
want to lose. That has been super awe-
some. It’s been fun being at practice and
watching them improve.  They don’t give
up.”

The Lady Coalers will be trying to stay
at the top of the conference. 

“We want to win conference. That’s
always a plus and to be super successful in

the postseason.”
McMurtrey knows in order to do that,

they’ll have to navigate through the
always stacked ICE conference, featuring
front-runners like Wilmington, Herscher,
Manteno and Peotone. She can’t overlook
those rivalry games between Wilmington
and Reed-Custer. They’re always tough.

“Our conference is always pretty
strong. Peotone can be tough as well so
you always have Herscher, you always
have Manteno but Wilmington and
Braidwood, no matter what the year is we
always battle. Our towns are so competi-
tive with each other and it makes it
fun.That was probably one of our most
fun games we had was last year at
Wilmington just the competitiveness and
the energy in the gym. It was just unbe-
lievable so I feel like our conference, a lot
of years, we’re just so equal and so--and
people just come out to win because we’re
rivals. You never know who is going to
show up that day.”

McMurtrey is in her eighth year
coaching the Coalers and her 22nd year
overall coaching volleyball. She’ll have
Michelle Painter back with her to coach
the JV team and Rachel Bjorklund to
coach the freshmen team.

“I have the best supporting coaches
ever. They’re so amazing.”

They began their season Monday
with Prairie Central. They’ll have a nice
conference match with Peotone (8/30,
9/27) before visiting Wilmington (9/1,
9/29) who are both teams they will see
twice.

After that, they’ll jump right into the
Willowbrook Tournament (9/1-3) before
heading to Manteno (9/6) and hosting
Streator (9/8). They’ll host Reed-Custer on
Sept. 20 bfore meeting up with teams at
the Manteno Classic on Saturday, Sept. 24.

The Coalers will have home games
against Manteno, Herscher, Lisle and
Wilmington before preparing for the
regional on  Oct. 26.

Lady Coalers in pursuit of an ICE title

BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

They say time flies
when you’re having fun but
you don’t really ever believe
it until you have a job that
makes every day fly by. 

Four years have flown
by during my time here at
the Free Press Newspapers
as Wilmington, Coal City
and Reed-Custer’s sports
reporter. 

I truly loved this job and
I’m sad to leave because I
learned so much while I was
here. I honestly wish I could
stay. 

I was two years out of
college, having bounced
around from job to job. I
never really found a job that
was stable and a job that I
felt I wasn’t even working at
all. That’s what I found here.
I cherished every single sec-
ond I spent in front of the
computer screen typing out
weekly stories as well as the
time I spent out in the field
at games taking photo-
graphs. 

That’s been my passion.
I love writing and I’ve devel-
oped a love for photography
that I can keep with me for-
ever. 

Prior to taking this job I
had never operated a still
camera. I had done some
videography while in college
at Illinois State which
helped me follow the speed
of sports but that also had a
big learning curve.

At first, I was a little
shaky with the camera try-
ing to get used to every-
thing. But it was within a
year that I started to see
improvement so much so
that I captured my first state
award in 2019 for a shot I
took of a Coal City ballcarri-
er crossing the goal line for a
touchdown. 

I was so ecstatic when I
received that award because
I hadn’t really ever won any-
thing that prestigious
before. All I knew was I
wanted to do even better.

The next year I started
to focus on my photos and
how I was taking them, and
how to make them  better.

The next year, however,
was 2020 when COVID-19
put the fear in all of us. Boy,
what a rough year to be a
sports reporter when no
sports were happening! Still,
I was able to take some pho-
tos during wrestling season
and basketball season, one
of which earned of fourth
place for my second state
award. The photo was of a
Coal City basketball player I
caught in mid-air while
attempting to dunk the bas-
ketball. During the actual
pandemic, I was unable to
really go cover things so I
had to come up with some
stories basically out of thin
air. 

I am grateful I had pub-
lisher Eric Fisher to help me
brainstorm. That really
saved me. If I hadn’t, I don’t
think the  ‘For the Record’ or
the ‘Dream Team’ stories
would have ever been writ-
ten.

It wasn’t just during the
pandemic. Eric was there all
the time to give me ideas
and to help me come up
with questions to ask coach-
es or players depending on
what kind of feature story I
was writing. That’s the way a
boss is supposed to be and I
had a great one, the best.

If there was one thing
good during the pandemic
is it helped me become a
better sports reporter. I
learned more about writing
in one year than I did during
my high school and college
years. It involved research-
ing newspaper archives for
old records while reaching
out to coaches and athletic
directors to get things veri-
fied. It was a tough time but
I’m glad it happened
because my writing never
would have developed as I
was forced to think harder
and do more in-depth while
high school sports was on
pause.

I prayed for the day
when the sports lockdown
would be lifted. Not only did
I want the fantasy stories to
end as I was running out of
ideas, but there were senior
athletes across the state who
deserved a chance to play
again.

When we were told
reporters and spectators
were allowed back, I must
have jumped with celebra-
tion as I was so happy to get
a camera back in my hands. 

The only drawback was
we had to wear a mask and
couldn’t be too close to the
basketball floor. That was a
small price to pay for the
chance to get back out there
going to games and taking
photos.

It was the weirdest
spring, winter and summer
schedule that the IHSA had
cooked up to get all the kids
back in their sports. 

It went by the risk level
of each sport  which meant
basketball went first with
volleyball and football. That
transitioned into track,
baseball, girls soccer, soft-
ball and wrestling. 

It was a great opportu-
nity to take photos and I
took one of my two award
winning shots during that
time. It was a second place
photo of a Reed-Custer pole
vaulter clearing the cross-
bar. I knew that would get
some attention at the
Illinois Press Association
contest but didn’t know it
would nab second.

I sent through a couple
other photos I took during
that shortened season but
no dice. 

My other award win-
ning shot I took during one
of my favorite events I’ve
ever done here, the USA
Waterskiing Championship
that was held at Waters
Edge. I took a shot of a
wakeboarder from Germany
flipping over a wake and I
captured her face in mid-air.
I was surprised I got a fourth
on that shot. That shot was a
winner in my book. I didn’t
see the winner but that was
beside the point.  I also
wrote another really inter-
esting article that I submit-
ted about a professional
skier. I thought that would
get recognized but writing is
not where I excel. Still, I did
win a writing award in a
story that was made honor-
ing the Reed-Custer football
team. 

I wrote about the last 13
seconds of the quarterfinal
football game with 13 thank
yous directed towards the
Comets. It ran on the front
page and took 3rd place in
the state.

Being a sports writer
has been a privilege. I was
often given the best seat in
the house at high school
sporting events, walking the
sidelines at DeKalb for the
state football championship
for the Wildcats, watching
the comeback Comets get to
within 13 seconds of
advancing to the Final Four
in football, seeing  Lady
Coalers’ fierce play at the
volleball net, some top-
notch pitching by high
school softball and baseball
players.

I’ve had a blast in the
spot I’ve been in for so long
which is why it pains me to
leave and to write this
farewell. But the time has
come for me to move on.

I intend to move to the
Naperville area  before
doing that, 

I’ll be working for a
truck brokering company in
Mokena called Coso
Logistics. I guess it’s the next
chapter in my life and I hope
it includes a move north to
be closer with to my girl-
friend.

I will cherish the time I
spent making friendships
while working for the Free
Press, A big thanks to the
players, coaches and ADs
for helping me with your
quotes and comments. But
mostly, thank you for being
a reader.

Long sad 
to leave the
Free Press

Coalers ready for a new season

Photo by Ann Gill
COALER SENIOR Chase
Cora [left] gets his arms
around running back
Landin Benson during
the annual pop scrim-
mage event on Aug. 19.
Cora gets a little help in
stopping the run by  jun-
ior Chase Dehler [right].
The Coalers open the
2022 season on Friday
when they travel to
Morris to take on the
Redskins. Fans attending
the game are required to
purchase tickets in
advance at
gofan/app/school/IL15591

Photo by Ann Gill
BRAIDEN YOUNG aims for the uprights as he attempts the point
after kick with a hold by Derek Carlson. The Coalers open the 2022
season on the road as they travel to Morris Friday night.  

Photo by Ann Gill

IT WAS COALER against Coaler in the annual pop scrimmage
game on Aug. 19. Senior Joey Breneman fought to stay on his feet
as junior Austin Davy and teammates came in to take him down. 

Photo by Ann Gill
BRAIDEN REILLY got
his share of carries
during the annual pop
scrimmage last week.
The Coalers open the
season when they trav-
el to Morris this Friday
night for a matchup
against the Redskins. 

See sports action photos at 

www.freepressphotos.smugmug.com
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