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All veterans invited

Max Valdez would like
everyone to prepare for the
upcoming Firm Handshake
annual event on Saturday,
Sept. 7, by taking their orga-
nization's mantra to heart.

“We're here to have fun
and enjoy the day. Bottom
line: we did our duty, now
let's enjoy a day together!
All vets are welcome,”
Valdez said.

Thanks to the continu-
ing efforts of the Operation
Firm Handshake organiza-
tion, the Village of Coal City
recently added the non-
profit organization's logo
onto its welcome sign at the
southeast corner of Carbon
Hill Rd. & State Route 113.

Mayor David Spesia
stated, “When the trustees
were approached by our
local Eagle Scout to
improve the sign, it was
contributions from organi-
zations like Operation Firm
Handshake that we were
wishing to commemorate.
It is important to recognize
the contributions of and
support our local veterans.
They have provided sup-
port and volunteered time

SEE HANDHSAKE PAGE 2

r.

to Operatlon Firm Handshake

Photo courtesy Matt Fri

OPERATION FIRM HANDSHAKE organizers (from left) Max Valdez, Val Singleton, Fred Gaddis, Mary Gaddis, Scotty Sines, Cheri Tilley and Geno Strickland
stand next to the medallion that has been added to the “Welcome to Coal City” sign. The annual free picnic for veterans and their families will take place

Sept. 7 at the Coal City Area Cub.

I-55 project a game changer for growth

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

At one time, anything
south of Route 59 on
Interstate 55 was consid-
ered the “wild blue yonder,”
with little on the horizon
except corn and soybean
fields.

Ready or not, that will
soon change forever. The
Mlinois Dept. of
Transportation (IDOT) has
masterminded a project
that will open the west side
of Wilmington to com-
merce and industry, and
ultimately, growth.

In fact, billion dollar eventuall
corporations are already
pounding down the doors
for a piece of the action. On
Sept. 5, Wilmington's
Planning and Zoning
Committee will be asked to
approve two new business-
es on Wilmington’s west
side, including a 1.65 mil-
lion square foot

be 21 million component of

“THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR COMMUNITY
LONG-TERM ARE VERY EXCITING. ON THE WEST
SIDE OF THE INTERSTATE THE CITY WILL HAVE
OVER 175 ACRES OF PRIME REAL ESTATE

DIRECTLY OFF THE INTERSTATE.”
Ben Dietz Mayor of Wilmington

rowth, Dietz said. “Having the
development out there
gives Wilmington the eco-
nomic boost that we can
use to invest in our parks,
roads, and infrastructure
while having a buffer to
keep our small town atmos-
phere and community in
place, while investing in

office/warehouse/distribu-
tion center.

“The warehouse dis-
trict is growing. We've got
eight million square feet
there,” Jeannine Smith,
Wilmington’s city adminis-
trator said. “There will

square feet. We anticipate a
million square feet a year,
and we’ll probably have two
million this year.”

Though warehouses
appear to be an inevitable

our future. “

Making it happen

Meanwhile, IDOT
has nearly completed
Phase I of a $149 million
project to improve the
interchanges at Lorenzo
Road and Illinois 129 along

Wilmington mayor Ben
Dietz predicts a wide array
of other new and exciting
commerce coming to town.

“We're talking services,
retail, hotels, restaurants,”

Interstate 55.

Nearly 13 years ago, the
Route 129 exit was razed,
creating a headache for
commuters trying to reach
the west side of
Wilmington, and resulting
in semis trekking through
town to get where they
needed to go.

In 2018, IDOT initiated
engineering and environ-
mental studies to address
improvements needed for
Interstate 55 from Lorenzo
Road to Illinois 113.

The study area consists

SEE I-55 EXITS PAGE 2

Coal Clty steer sets auction record

CHACE RILEY, a freshman at Coal City High School, competed at the lllinois State Fair last week and his steer was
crowned the Land of Lincoln Grand Champion Steer. In earning the grand champion title, the steer was then sold at the
Governor’s Sale of Champions on Aug. 14 and the $65,000 sale price set a new record. Chace is pictured with his par-

ents, John and Brittany Riley and two younger sisters.

SALE VALID 8/22-8/28/24

WILMINGTON 815-476-6272
COALCITY 815-634-4224
BRAIDWOOD 815-458-2114

CHECK OUT OUR

WEEKLY AD AT
BERKOTFOODS.COM

Sale
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. B FINAL
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” Hot Pockets
Sandwiches- 9 oz

when buying 2 gfilcee $3 .99
-$1.00 Digital .50¢

254
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STAFF REPORT

The Coal City village
board had troublesome
Well #5 back on its agenda
last week after breaking
down again.

Trustees authorized
the purchase of electrical
supply wiring for the well
for a cost of $28,800 from
Municipal Well and Pump
on August 12, during its
regular monthly meeting.

That came after Well #5
experienced another
mechanical failure due to a
failure in the underground
components.

It was back in April the
well went down for about a
week after being hit by
lightning or a power surge.
Emergency repairs cost
$98.351 which included the
purchase of a new pump
assembly.

Village trustees in July
approved a $71,571 expen-
diture, ($25,000 covered by

Nabisco
Oreos- 7.9-14.03 oz

2/°5

Coupon

FINAL
PRICE

with 50¢ digital coupon*

Well #5 up again
for more repairs

insurance) to allow
Municipal Well & Pump of
Wisconsin to rebuild the
original motor and pump
assembly as a backup.

But darn it, the well
stopped working again.
Thankfully the motor,
pump and supply cable are
still under warranty and
Municipal Well has the
motor and pump assem-
blies in stock.

But the wiring is cus-
tom ordered for each well
and trustees reasoned that
having a spare length that
could be used for Well #5 or
#7 in the future would
result in saving time and
money.

Ordering the addition-
al wiring would allow repair

SEE VILLAGE BOARD PAGE 2
|l|4|!|!|9|| !l !‘G 4 5||

Dannon
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Activia or YoCrunch
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Silk
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to help cover high school
sports...football, volleyball,
soccer and more.
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for comment, processing
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WITH A TACKLE for the Lightweight Miners on Saturday is

Drake Figge.

.;’ ;—"

COALER SPORTS

e

VARSITY MIN

ER RUNNINGBACK Levi 'Marsha—II' was impres-

sive Saturday, scoring a 40-yard touchdown run on the first

play of the game.

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

POUNDING AHEAD through the Wilmington line is Coal it

Junior Varsity Miner Drake Heath.

Miners undo the Bobcats at almost all levels

The Coal City Miners
youth football team almost
had a total teams sweep for
the second week in a row.
They won three of four
games played Saturday
against Wilmington after
sweeping the Jr. Comets the
week before.

The Superlight Miners
fell to the Bobcats, 13-0. On
offense, the Miners played
well, but just fell short of
making it in the endzone.

The line did what was
expected and plays were
ran as planned. Offense
will make some adjust-
ments this week and be
ready for next week.

On defense, Cooper
Lardi had some big hits.
Mikey Tworek forced a fum-
ble, which was recovered by
Cole Coleman. Defense
also played well and held
Wilmington up, aside from
two breakaway plays. The

Miners players kept a great
attitude, a lot was learned
and fun was had.

The Miners
Lightweights were victori-
ous on Saturday after being
down 12-0 at halftime. The
Miners big impact players
were Drake Figge, with
multiple touchdowns, and
TJ Wagner with big plays on
both sides of the ball. We
had great runs by Eddie
Gergits and Austin

Coal i " p season

Courtesy photo
THE COAL CITY boys golf team opened its season Monday at the Bill Breedan All Area Golf
Tourney held at Kankakee Elks and hosted by Bradley-Bourbonais. The Coalers finished
in 8th place, led by freshman Frankie Ponio with a 99 on 18 holes. Classmate Jaxon Duke
followed with a 101. They both did a nice job for their first time participating in a high
school match. Team members include (from left) Jaxon Duke, Frankie Ponio, Jerry Carlson,
Griffing Winke, Trevor Perino and Culan Lindemuth.

We’re
celebrating
with the best

prices of
the year!

The Fisher Family is grateful for the support
shown over the past 44 years.

With the Advocate approaching 154 years, the Coal City Courant 123 years and the
Braidwood Journal 66 years, we've never been more serious about community journalism.
We're proud we're still connecting businesses with LOCAL readers in print and online.
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Newman. Defensively, the
Miners were led by the D
line stopping Wilmington
in the 2nd half. Special
teams Mason Dixon had a
fumble recovery on kickoff.
Miners won the game 20-
19.

The Junior Varsity
Miners upended
Wilmington, 20-13. The
offensive led by Gryson

Johnson, Ryder
Schoenwald, Cooper
Winke, William Teague,
Brody Bitner, William

Rodriguez, and Carter Thill
paved the way for our three
touchdowns.

Touchdowns were
scored by Drake Heath,
Kason Bluth, and Zack
Babcock. The defensive

Lady Coalers throw

Pitchers for the Coal
City Middle School softball
team threw a no-hitter
Wednesday against
Peotone, striking out 17
batters in an 8-0 shutout.

Caylee Lynn, Kenslee
Baldauf and Ava Mills gave
the Blue Devils misery as
they held them hitless and
scoreless while walking
seven.

The Lady Coalers took
advantage of four Peotone
errors in the second inning
to build a 4-0 lead. They

line, led by Brent Stark,
Blake Jones, and Cody Allen
kept pressure all game. We
are excited about the way
the season has started and
will continue to work to get
better.

The Miners Varsity
defense continues to domi-
nate. They put up another
impressive shut out with a
22-0 win over Wilmington.
The defensive line was dis-
ruptive the Bobcat back-
field almost every play. The
outstanding line play was
led by DT Jaxen Shimp and
Nick Miller and DES, Frank
Roehr and Cade Krull.

On offense the Miners
scored at will, including a
40-yard TD run on their
first offensive play by RB

could have ended it then as
Peotone could get no
offense started on their
own.

Baldauf finished with a
double and a single while
scoring twice. Also con-
tributing were Kendal
Shute with a double, and
singles for Ava Mills, Lynn,
Elly Nicholson and Penny
D’Arcy.

Coal City won earlier in
the week, defeating the
Morris Braves 16-2 in four
innings.

teams with our readers.

7966, ext. 209

Attention coaches

The Coal City Courant invites coaches of
high school, middle school and youth league
teams to share information about your sports

Email game summaries, stats and/or photos
to sports@fpnusa.com. Be certain to include
coaches names and a phone number.

Include a breakdown of innings or quarters,
scores, opponent's name, game's location, indi-
vidual scoring stats, team record, next game date
and any coach's comments.

Forms for completing and faxing are avail-
able at the FPN office or we can email them to
you. Speak with publisher Eric Fisher at 815-476-

CC 7th boys winning
them one at a time

Chaulk up two wins
and no losses for the Coal
City Middle School’s 7th
grade baseball team.

The Coalers opened
the season last Wednesday
at Peotone, beating the
hosts 22-1 in three innings.

“Nice start to the sea-
son,” commented coach
Nate Wills. “We had patient
at bats throughout the
game and put the ball in
play when we needed it
most. Our pitchers threw
strikes which led to good
outs.”

Coal City scored six
runs their first at bat before
erupting for 15 runs in the
second. In all they had 14
hits with none for Peotone.

Cody Allen, Mitchell
Jessen and Tucker Nowicki
finished with two hits and
two RBIs each. Jaxon Shats
smacked a two-RBI triple
while Ty Gigler and Derek
Maxwell contributed a
double each.

Carter Shain pitched
the victory with three strike
outs, no hits and not walks,
Josef Smith threw two

innings, giving up a run off
three walks and six strike-
outs.

On Friday the Coalers
traveled to Morris where
they ended it in five
innings, 11-1.

They were up 7-1 after
three innings, out-hitting
the hosts 10-1 and taking
advantage of four Morris
erTors.

“It was a nice team win
today. Out pitchers battled
out of some jams early but
for the most of the game,
threw strikes and kept hit-
ters off balance,” coach
Wills said.

Allen went 3-for-4 with
a double and two RBIs.
Jessen (a double) and Shain
tallied two hits each while
Griffin Ratazak singled,
walked and stole two bases.

Derek Maxwell threw
four innings, giving up one
fun off one hit and five
walks while striking out
nine batters. Chase Clubb
took the final inning on the
mound with no runs, one
walk, no hits while striking
out three.

Levi Marshall. The Miners
offensive line, led by G Max
Christensen, proved too
much for the Bobcats
defense. Christensen, and
his crew of tackles Nick
Miller, Cade Krull and G
Cody Kozloski and center
Jaxen Shimp dominated the
offensive push.

On special teams,
Kicker Spencer Vaira went
2-for-3 on the day for extra
points and punt returner
Max Christensen set the
Miners offense up on a 25
yard punt return for the
Miners final score.

The Miners will travel
to Morris on Saturday, Aug.
24 to take on the Morris
Chiefs.

no-hitter

Mills pitched the win,
holding Morris to two runs
off one hit, five walks and
five strikeouts over two
innings. Baldauf finish the
final two innings with no
hits or runs with one walk
and four strikeouts.

Ava Mills went 3-for-3
with a home run and pair of
doubles for five RBIs. Lynn
also smashed a home run
for two RBIs. Abbey Mills
had a double and a single
while Charly Gray stepped
up for two hits and two
runs scored. Shute had a

double, Nicholson singled
and Angelise Stevens RBI
single.

CC girls
golfers
win opener

The CCHS Girls golf
team hosted Pontiac on
Monday at Cinder Ridge
Golf Course, winning 206-
238.

Kylee Kennell led all
scores with a 43 on 9 holes.
Madi Peterson shot a 52,
Darcy Ness carded a 54
while Dakota Clubb scored
a57.

All four Coalers came
in under Pontiac’s lowest
round of 59.

“It was a great start to
the season for the girls,”
commented coach Harlan
Kennell.

The boys and girls
teams were scheduled to
host Lisle High on Tuesday
at Cinder Ridge.

Coaler 2004
team to be
recognized

It’s been 20 years since
their memorable season
and Coal City High School
is looking forward to wel-
coming back the players,
coaches and cheerleaders
of the 2004 Class 4A State
Runner-Up Coaler football
team.

The team will be rec-
ognized at half-time of the
varsity football game on
Friday, Sept. 20.

Players, coaches and
cheerleaders, please RSVP
to bboresi@coalci-
tyschools. org. For ques-
tions call 815-634-2396
x1719.
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