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A $1.32 million boost for Coal Clty homes

BY MIKE LOOMIS
CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-five homes in Coal City have
received improvements thanks to a state-
funded grant program administered
through the village.

Starting with community develop-
ment block grants back in 2021, the
repairs range from new windows, doors,
flooring and HVAC systems to electrical
upgrades, plumbing and new appliances.
In addition, all the homes received carbon
dioxide detectors on each floor and smoke
detectors in each bedroom.

In updates presented at the village
board of trustees meeting on Aug. 12, Coal
City Mayor Dave Spesia said the housing
rehabilitation program for low-income
residents concluded in June. He attended
a close-out meeting held by the North
Central Illinois Council of Governments
earlier this month, where officials
reviewed the results.

“It’s been a great program for the last
six years for the residents of Coal City,” he
said, adding that the funds over the course
of the program totaled $1.32 million.

To be eligible, applicants had to meet
income eligibility requirements and own
their single-family home, Village
Administrator Matt Fritz said.

The block grants were administered
through the village with the assistance of
the North Central Illinois Council of
Governments.

According to Connie Buchanon, who

oversees housing rehabilitations for the
organization, improvements to homes in
Coal City took place over three phases.
The first was completed in 2021 and
resulted in the completion of 10 homes at
a maximum cost of $45,000 per house.

The second phase, through the
Illinois Housing Development Authority
and the Housing Rehabilitation
Accessibility Program ended in 2022 with
the renovation of five homes at a maxi-
mum cost of $50,000 per home. The final
round wrapped in June with 10 more
homes receiving upgrades at a top spend
of $60,000 per home.

Other topics discussed at the village
board meeting:

e The Knights of Columbus are hold-
ing their annual Tootsie Roll Drive on
Sept. 18-20. Volunteers from the local
council of the fraternal organization will
be appearing at locations in Coal City to
dispense the candies and raise funds to
help people struggling with intellectual
and physical disabilities.

Knights of Columbus Council 1574 is
based in Braidwood and serves local
Catholic parishes and communities in Will
and Grundy County. For more informa-
tion or to volunteer, call William Pohl at
815-671-7665.

e That same weekend is when the vil-
lage will hold its Sixth Annual Fall Fest and
Car Show. The celebration features food
vendors, games for kids, crafts by local
artisans and live music.

The board announced the first band

SEE GRANTS PAGE 2
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New year brings new teachers to Coal City

The first day of school
was Monday when the
Coal City Community Unit
School District 1 started
the academic year with 13
new educators.

Joining the faculty for
the 2026-2027 school year
are individuals who will
work across the district’s
academic buildings.

KRISTINA LARDI

Kristina Lardi will
serve as a math interven-
tionist serving students in
kindergarten through third
grade.

She is a former Coaler
who resides in Coal City. As
an educator she has taught
preschool, second and first
grades.

Her path into educa-
tion was developed from
an enjoyment of working
with children and encour-
aging them to learn new
things. If she wasn't an
educator, her path likely
would have been in veteri-
nary medicine or psychol-
ogy. teacher;

Lardi is looking for-
ward to working with stu-
dents, and her advice to

them is to “have a positive
attitude and don’t give up.”

Outside of school she
enjoys being with family,
reading, and traveling. Her
students might like to
know she loves dogs and
has a Bernedoodle named,
Gryffin, and her favorite
school supply is a Trapper
Keeper.

JEN DURKEE

Jen Durkee joins the
Early Childhood Center as
its newest resource teacher
working with students in
kindergarten and first
grade.

She served as a school

library media specialist
and was a preschool
teacher before joining the
Coal City staff.

“I've heard such won-
derful things about the dis-
trict and the community,”
Mrs. Durkee said.

Her path into educa-
tion is based on a love of
working with children, and
she is excited to get to
know the students she will
be working with this
school year.

Mrs. Durkee’s advice
to students is, “believe in
yourself and embrace mis-
takes as opportunities to
learn.”

Mrs. Durkee holds a
bachelor's degree in early
childhood education and a
masters in instructional
technology.

If not in education,
she would likely have
become a travel writer. So
it should come as no sur-
prise that she enjoys trav-
eling. Additional interests
outside of the classroom
including reading and
cooking.

She believes her stu-
dents will find it interest-
ing that she knows a lot
about Pokemon—her son
is an expert.

MADISON PHILLIPS

Madison Phillips will
assist students as the social
worker at Coal City Early
Childhood Center.

“I love working with
kids and love helping peo-
ple,” Ms. Phillips said, not-
ing her interest in working
in the Coal City School
District was due to the
family-like = atmosphere
among the staff.

She holds a bachelor's
degree in social work from
Illinois State University
and a master’s from the
University of Illinois. Prior
to joining the ECC staff,
Phillips was employed by
the Grundy County Special

Coal City School District photo

THE COAL CITY COMMUNITY Unit School District #1 welcomes 13 new staff members for the 2026-2027 school year.
Joining the faculty are (from left, seated): Natalie Gill—Intermediate School fourth grade co-teacher; Emily Bonnell—High
School math teacher; Moree Harney—Intermediate School fifth grade special education teacher; Jacqualyn Henrichsen—
Middle School eighth grade ELA teacher, and Natalie Casey—High School social worker. Standing are Madison Phillips—
Early Childhood Center social worker; Kristina Lardi—K-3 math interventionist; Kristin Wills—Elementary School third
grade teacher; Taylor Gunier—Middle School eighth grade ELA teacher; Margaret Marlin—Middle School sixth grade math
Jennifer Durkee—Early Childhood Center Special Education kindergarten and first grade; Alexander Smith—
Middle School special education teacher; and David Lange—High School and Middle School music teacher/choir director.

Education Coop.

She is looking forward
to building relationships
with staff and students,
and providing a room
where students feel safe
and respected.

If not in education,
Ms. Phillips shared she
would likely be working
with animals.

Outside of the class-
room she enjoys reading,
being outside, and spend-
ing time with family and
friends.

Her go-to school
snacks are beef jerky, veg-
gie straws and chocolate.

KRISTIN WILLS

Kristin Wills will once
again walk the halls of Coal
City Elementary School,
this time as a teacher.

Wills grew up in the
community and attended
Coal City Schools. She
went on to earn a bache-
lor's degree in elementary
education from Illinois
State University and a mas-
ter’s in math education
from Ball State University.

She has served area
schools as a second, third
and fifth grade teacher, as
well as middle school math
instructor. This year she
will be teaching third grade
and is excited for the
opportunity to work in the
community where she
lives.

A happy, fun, success-
ful year meeting new stu-
dents and families is what
she is most looking for-
ward to in her new posi-
tion.

Wills” advice to stu-
dents is, “try your best and
you will find success.”

Her path into educa-
tion was paved by her
grandfather, Marvin
Kessler, who served as a
teacher, coach and admin-
istrator in neighboring
school districts.

If not a teacher, she
would likely be a dog train-
er.

Outside of the class-
room she enjoys reading
and traveling.

Wills will also serve as
a JV tennis coach at the
high school.

SEE TEACHERS PAGE 2
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NATALIE GILL

Natalie Gill loved growing up in the
Coal CIty community, and is glad to begin
her teaching career in the school district
she attended.

Gill earned a degree in elementary
education from the University of St.
Francis and completed her student teach-
ing assignment at Morris District 54. This
year she will serve as a fourth grade spe-
cial education teacher at the Intermediate
School.

She is looking forward to building
connections with her students and learn-
ing new things.

It was her family that encouraged her
to follow a path into education, “They
inspire me each day to be great and do
hard work,” she said.

When not in class, Miss Gill enjoys
reading (30 books last year) and spending
time with family.

Had she not pursued a career in edu-
cation, she would have selected to work
with animals, probably becoming a vet.

MOREE HARNEY

Moree Harney is no stranger to Coal
City Intermediate School as she has
served as a paraprofessional in fourth and
fifth grades. This year she returns from
summer break as a fifth grade special edu-
cation teacher.

Harney holds a bachelor's degree in
organizational communication from
North Central College and a master’s in
elementary education from the University
of Phoenix with a special education
endorsement.

As someone who always enjoyed
working with kids and being a part of her
community, this year will allow her to
develop a community within the class-
room, one that serves as a positive place
that everyone is a part of.

Harney, a resident of Coal City, enjoys
running, reading and crafting. If not work-
ing in education, she would have selected
a field that allowed her to craft and be cre-
ative, or serve as an event planner.

A fun fact about her is that she’s driv-
en a race car, and when it comes to
snacks—popcorn is her top choice.

TAYLOR GUNIER

Taylor Gunier has a unique connec-
tion to American history—she is related to
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of
the United States.

Gunier will likely be asked about her
connection to the iconic president from
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time to time, especially as she begins a
new chapter at Coal City Middle School,
where she will teach eighth grade
English/language arts.

Just as much as her students and
coworkers will be interested in learning
more about her, Mrs. Gunier said she is
looking forward to getting to know them.

She has spent the past six years teach-
ing at Manhattan Junior High and when
an opportunity came to work in Coal City
she welcomed the move as it provided a
small town community feel while bringing
her closer to home.

She believes that a successful class-
room is one where kids want to be—a
place where there is engagement, ques-
tions and personal connection.

Outside of school, Gunier enjoys
being in the outdoors and playing with
her children—ages 5 and 1.

JACQUALYN HENRICHSEN

Jacqualyn Henrichsen will be teach-
ing eighth grade English/language arts at
Coal City Middle School.

Miss Henrichsen attended Kankakee
Community College before earning a
bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education
from Olivet Nazarene University. As part
of her preparation for the classroom, she
completed her student teaching at St.
Anne Community High School.

It was during her time at the commu-
nity college when she decided to enter the
field of education.

“My speech professor at KCC was
everything I ever wanted in a teacher, and
I decided I wanted to be like her and
inspire lives,” she said.

Miss Henrichsen aims to make her
classroom a place where students are not
afraid to have academic discussions, ask
questions or make mistakes, because they
will be supported.

She enjoys walks, crocheting, reading,
art and all types of music.

MEG MARLIN

Meg Marlin followed her parents into
the field of education, and when the
opportunity presented itself, she sought
to return to the school district she attend-
ed as a student. “I wanted to leave the
same impact that my teachers left on me,”
she said.

A graduate of CCHS, Ms. Marlin
attended Illinois State University where
she earned a bachelor's degree in exercise
science, continuing her schooling at
Lewis University earning a master’s in

Tornado-spawning storms
leave a trail of destruction

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

What began as a pow-
erful line of thunderstorms
in the morning hours of
Tuesday, Aug. 11, almost
immediately evolved into
one of the most destructive
weather events to strike the
area in years, leaving dam-
aged homes, downed trees,
overturned vehicles, and
thousands without power
across Will and Grundy
counties.

Wilmington’s wide
swath of damage
Surveying the destruc-

tion from Tuesday’s storm,
Wilmington Mayor Ben
Dietz declared a state of

Meents Law P.C. files
Odom estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF SUZANNE LEE ODOM A/K/A
SUZANNE MARIE LEE ODOM
Deceased;
No. 2026 PR 56
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of
SUZANNE LEE ODOM A/K/IA
SUZANNE MARIE LEE ODOM,
Letters of Office as Independent
Administrator was issued on July 29,
2026, to William Zacharias Jr., whose
address is 20926 Charlotte Ave,
Custer Park 60481; whose attorney is
Meents Law, P.C., 25158 West Eames
Street, Unit A, Channahon, lllinois
60410. Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court at the GRUNDY County
Courthouse, 111 East Washington
Street, #30, Morris, lllinois 60450, or
with the representative, or both, on or
before February 12, 2027, or if mailing
or delivery of a notice from the repre-
sentative is required by Section 18-3
of the Probate Act of 1975, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a Claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http:/efile.illi
noiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/fag/geth
elp.asp or talk with your local circuit
clerk’s office. If you cannot e-file, you
may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail.
Ask your circuit clerk for more informa-
tion or visit www.illinoislegalaid.org.

William Zacharias Jr.
Independent Administrator of the
Estate of SUZANNE LEE ODOM

A/K/A SUZANNE MARIE LEE
ODOM, Deceased

Dylan J. Hakey

Meents Law, P.C.

25158 W Eames Street, Unit A

Channahon, lllinois 60410

Telephone: (815) 534-9515

Facsimile: (815) 534-9516

Attorney Code: 6352259

E-mail: Dylan@meentslaw.com
Published in the Coal City

Courant on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 19,

and 26, 2026.

emergency.

“We know many of our
residents are still dealing
with the aftermath...” Dietz
said.

The hardest hit com-
munity was Wilmington,
where National Weather
Service investigators con-
firmed an EF-1 tornado
touched down at approxi-
mately 10:40 a.m. near West
Baltimore Street and North
1st Street.

The twister packed
winds of up to 90 mph and
remained on the ground for
about 1.5 miles, leaving a
swath of destruction,
before crossing the
Kankakee River.

The tornado tore a
large section of roof from
Tire Tracks, an automotive
repair shop at 507 W.
Baltimore St., sending
debris into a nearby strip
mall.

The tornado then
crossed the Kankakee River
and subsequently tracked
across the South Island
Park before hitting the
Oakwood Cemetery, where
it virtually uprooted trees,
causing widespread dam-

Attorney Black files
DePaepe estate
claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE THIRTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2026 PR 68
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
JUDITH ANN DEPAEPE
DECEASED
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of
the death of JUDITH ANN DEPAEPE.
Letters of office as Independent
Executor were issued to DEBORAH
ANN STUTZKI, 1494 Jo Lin Drive,
Morris, lllinois, 60450 whose attorney
is DONALD F. BLACK, BLACK &

BLACK LAWYERS, 201 Liberty
Street, Suite 211, Morris, lllinois
60450.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or
both, within six months from the date
of the first publication of this notice or,
if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.

DEBORAH ANN STUTZKI

INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR
Donald F. Black
Black & Black Lawyers
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on Aug. 19, 26 and Sept. 2,
2026.

age. The tornado continued
east on Ridge Street before
finally lifting near the
Forked Creek Preserve.

The funnel cloud
grazed the ground for 1.5
miles, nearly two minutes
and 150 yards wide, leaving
a trail of damage. South
Water Street (Highway 102)
was closed for two days due
to a massive tree that had
fallen on power lines. South
Main Street was also
blocked by a tree.

Traffic on Highway 53
was rerouted onto Strip
Mine Road due to leaning
power poles south to Coal
City Road.

While Wilmington bore
the brunt of the storm,
neighboring communities
also suffered significant
impacts.

Braidwood
straight-line winds

As families prepared
for the first day of school on
Aug. 12, Mother Nature
struck. In Braidwood,
winds snapped utility
poles, downed power lines
and brought a massive tree
crashing across the north-
bound lanes of Interstate
55 near Coal City Road,
blocking traffic during the
height of the storm.

According to Josh
Bolatto of Braidwood
ESDA, the most significant
damage was due to tree
limbs snapping power
lines.

“One of the worst inci-
dents was on Cermak Road
between Mitchell Street
and Novy Road, where a
large tree fell onto power
lines, taking down multiple
power poles with it”
Bolatto said.

Torrential rainfall that
followed prompted flash
flood concerns as drainage
systems clogged with
storm debris. City crews
and ESDA personnel
launched a community-
wide cleanup effort and

Hometown Storage to
dispose of property

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-
634-3333 hereby is asserting a
Possessory Lien in pursuant to your
contract and the State of lllinois Self-
Service Facility Act.

Tenant: Zackery Mcelfresh 16
W. Washington Dr. Diamond, IL
60416. If unpaid rental charges, late
fees and associated charges are not
paid for in full by August 31, 2026, the
property within Unit D12 will be sold to
satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on August 19 and 26, 2026.

Education in middle level math and sci-
ence.

After six years as a sixth grade teacher
in Romeoville, Ms. Marlin is coming home
to Coal City to serve as a sixth grade math
teacher at the middle school.

“I'm looking forward to giving back to
the community and seeing my student
succeed,” she said.

In addition to teaching, she is assist-
ing with the middle school soccer pro-
gram.

Reading, hiking, playing board games
and entertaining her dog—Gryffin, keep
her busy outside of the classroom.

A fun fact her students will find inter-
esting is she was born on Star Wars Day.

ZANDER SMITH

Xander Smith is looking forward his
new role as a special education teacher at
Coal City Middle School. He previously
served the school district as a paraprofes-
sional.

A resident of Coal City,Smith’s path
into education was developed from an
interest in looking for unique solutions to
problems.

Had he not become a teacher, his
other career choice was in engineering.

Smith’s advice to his students is to
advocate for themselves the best they can.

Outside of class he enjoys reading
and his dog, Higgs.

DAVID LANGE

David Lange will be splitting his time
between the middle and high schools in
his role with the district’s fine arts depart-
ment.

Mr. Lange will instruct sixth grade
music and the middle school choirs, and
direct the high school’s Coaler and
Concert Choirs, along with overseeing the
Footnotes show choir.

A graduate of North Central College,
he previously taught at East Aurora’s
Waldo Middle School, and is coming to
Coal City due to its philosophy of commu-
nity and students first.

“Iam looking forward to making great
music and seeing student growth,” Lange
said, noting his classroom will be a posi-
tive space where students can make mis-
takes and have opportunities to grow.

He plays piano and guitar in his free
time, and enjoys watching football. This
summer he traveled to Nashville to take in
all of the music the city has to offer.

EMILY BONNELL
Emily Bonnell will be teaching

are urging residents to
report damage through the
Will County Storm Damage
Survey to help qualify for
disaster assistance.

Coal City power outages

Coal City was ham-
mered by winds estimated
between 60 and 70 mph.
One of the most dramatic
incidents occurred along
Route 113, where a massive
tree snapped and fell onto a
home, causing major struc-
tural damage.

More than 10,000 utili-
ty  customers  across
Grundy County lost power
as the storm tore through
heavily wooded residential
neighborhoods.

Despite the wide-
spread destruction, there
was one piece of welcome
news: No injuries or fatali-
ties were reported.

As residents continue
with cleanup and recovery,
officials warn homeowners
about potential contractor
scams and urge anyone
seeking repairs to use only
licensed, bonded and
insured contractors.

ComEd crews worked
overtime through Friday
morning to restore service
for the last few customers
and offered emergency
storm kits to residents
through Wilmington City
Hall. All of the kits have
been distributed.

For many residents,
Tuesday's storm lasted only
a few minutes. The cleanup,
however, will continue for
days or even weeks, and the
impact will haunt many for
years to come.

term.

Algebra 1 and Geometry at Coal City High
School, and plans to work with the
school’s math team.

Coal City’s academic excellence, com-
munity and abundance of activities are
what drew Mrs. Bonnell to seek a position
in the district.

For the past four years she taught
math at Tri-Point High School and began
her career in education as an eighth grade
math teacher in Kankakee. She attended
college in Florida, earning her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in mathematics.

It was her high school advanced
placement stats teacher that inspired her
to enter the education field. The instruc-
tor, she said, “instilled a love for math in
me.” Her parents also played a significant
role in her love for education.

She is looking forward to building
relationships with students and going to
football games to cheer on the Coalers.

Her advice to students is not to be
scared to ask questions or make mistakes,
“it’s how you learn,”she said.

In her free time, she enjoys reading,
especially fantasy.

NATALIE CASEY

Natalie Casey joins the student serv-
ices staff as a social worker at Coal City
High School, and will be helping with the
Best Buddies program.

She holds a bachelor's degree in psy-
chology and master’s in social work. Mrs.
Casey completed her internship with Coal
City Schools and welcomed the opportu-
nity to join the staff and be a part of the
small town atmosphere.

Her path into social work was driven
by her elementary school social worker
who helped her. “I want to make the same
impact on my students,” she said.

She encourages students to ask for
help when needed, making it clear that
the staff and teachers want to see students
succeed and are willing to help in any way
they possibly can.

In the coming year, she will become a
first time mom and professionally looks
forward to learning and growing in her
field and making an impact on students.

In her personal time she enjoys foot-
ball, reading, watching television, and
spending time with her husband, family
and friends,

An interesting fact about her is that
she is the second oldest and only girl in a
family of six children who range in age
from 30 to 6 years old.

Courtesy photo
BATHROOM UPGRADES for several Coal City homeowners
were included as part of a state-funded grant program
administered through the village.
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scheduled to appear is Any Given Weekend. From
Lakeside, Ind., the dance and rock cover band will per-
form at 7 p.m. on Sept. 18, in front of Bob’s Advanced Auto
& Tire, 655 South Broadway Street.

* Mayor Spesia announced which village trustees will
serve on the committees that advise the board:

—Planning & Zoning Board: Pam Noffsinger, chair-
woman, Bill Mincey, vice chairman.

—Park Board: Dan Greggain,
Lauterbur, vice chairman.

—Finance Committee: CJ Lauterbur, chairman, Pam
Noffsinger, vice chairwoman.

—Public Health & Safety: Dave Togliatti, chairman,
Pam Noffsinger, vice chairwoman.

—Water & Sewer: Ross Bradley, chairman, Dan
Greggain, vice chairman.

—Streets & Alleys: Bill Mincey, chairman, Dave
Togliatti, vice chairman.

The mayor also appointed Nick Doerfler, deputy
chief at the Coal City Fire Protection District, to the vil-
lage’s Fire & Police Board. Doerfler will serve a three-year

chairman, CJ
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Coal City High School
is celebrating another
record-breaking year for

Advanced Placement
achievement.

In the 2025-2026
school year, students

enrolled in AP courses—
administred by the College
Entrance Examination
Board—completed a total
of 341 tests.

“We have the largest
number of AP Scholars in
Coal City history,” said
Jennifer Kenney, the dis-
trict’s director of curricu-
lum and instruction.

Students have the
opportunity to enroll in
Advanced Placement [AP]
courses — rigorous, col-
lege-level classes. A pass-
ing exam score of three or
higher can earn students
valuable college credit,
demonstrating to admis-
sions teams that they are
motivated and better pre-
pared for college.

AP success not only
saves families on college
costs, but can also allow
students to bypass intro-
ductory courses, opening
doors to more specialized
study, and even pave the
way for early graduation.
Any student who scores a
three or higher receives
college credit in the state of
Illinois.

Of the 341 AP exams
administered in spring
2026, 260 earned scores of
three or higher, resulting in
a pass rate of 83 percent —
yet another record-break-
ing achievement.

“Once again, our stu-
dents are performing at
high levels, and we are
extremely proud of their
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CCHS has largest group of AP scholars yet

Photo courtesy Coal City District 1

COAL CITY HIGH School is celebrating another record-breaking year for Advanced Placement achievement. To start the
new school year, the school administration recognized students earning the honor of AP Scholar at its opening day assem-
bly. The most prestigious award given is AP Scholar with Distinction which is granted to students who receive an average
score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.Earning the honor in
the Class of 2027 were (from left) Logan Natyshok, Aidan Meister, Vana Liberman, Max Kramer, AJ Kenney and Body

D’Orazio.

hard work,” said Kenney.
“Our AP teachers have
worked hard to prepare
them to obtain higher lev-
els in these college prep
courses.”

Out of all tests taken,
48 were scored at a five,
113 earned a four and 99
earned a score of three.

To start the new
school year, Coal City High
School recognized stu-
dents earning the honor of
AP Scholar at its opening
day assembly. AP Scholars
are recognized in three cat-
egories—AP Scholar, AP
Scholar with Honor and AP
Scholar with Distinction.
At 62 students this is the
largest number of AP

Scholars in school history.

The most prestigious
award given is AP Scholar
with Distinction which is
granted to students who
receive an average score of
at least 3.5 on all AP Exams
taken and scores of 3 or
higher on five or more of
these exams. The average
score for Coalers in this
category is 3.96.

AP  Scholars with
Distinction from the class
of 2027 includes Body
D’Orazio, A] Kenney, Maxx
Kramer, Vana Llberman,
Aidan Meister and Logan
Natyshok. Achieving the
honor from the Class of
2026 were—Jacob Cimino,
Rowan Fitzpatrick, Nathan

Foster, Carter Gill, Austin
Harding, Kamryn Hansen,
Noah Houston, Aidan
Kenney, Mackenzie Lovell,
Lance Perino, Cade Poyner,
Liam Seeley, Rhaina Vanek,
Sam Vota and Evelyn Wills.

The second level of
recognition is AP Scholar
with Honor, awarded to
students who receive an
average score of at least
3.25 on all AP Exams taken
and scores of 3 or higher
on four or more exams.
The average score among
this group of honorees was
3.53.

AP Scholars with
Honor from the Class of
2027 include Dahiliah
Anderson, Alex Carlson,

Madelyn Castle, Kellan
Forsythe, Kinley Lowe,
Avery Murphy, Liz Nadess,
Anastasia Papach, Sophie
Smith, and Olivia Vota. The
following students in the
class of 2026 received the
AP Scholar with Honor
Award too—Kyla Kohler,
Lana Larson, Layla Miller,
Dane Noffsinger, Jordan
Olson, Hunter Pedigo,
Nicholas Votta, Olivia
Weatherbee, and Winter
Wills.

Coal City has 22 stu-
dents who earned AP
Scholar recognition for
scores of 3 or higher on
three or more AP Exams.
The average score
achieved by Coalers taking

AP tests was 2.98.

Students in the class of
2027 earning AP Scholar
recognition include
Lilliana Aguirre, Sean
Bergin, Keaton Berta,
Dominick Chellino,
Courtney Elberts, Theo

Fritz, Brian Manering,
Laynah Pierard, Adia
Sarna, and Gabby

VanDuyne. From the Class
of 2026—Gavin Berger,
Adrian Dames, Cambree

Davidson Hayden
Francisco, Keirsten
Gabehart, Colton

Lemmons , Devon McVey,
Julian Micetich, Martin
Ramirez, and Colin
Schimandle.

During the opening
day assembly, 16 current
Coalers were recognized
for scoring a five on at least
one exam. Those students
were Liam Allen, Brody
D’Orazio, Cameron Haas,
Tess Jeschke, A.J. Kenney,
Jaiden Leman, Vanna
Lieberman, Aidan Meister,
Liz Nadess, Logan
Natyshok, Anastasia
Papach, Abi Rose, Sophie
Smith, Olivia Vota, and
Ethan Wences.

AP Courses offered to
Coal City students and
areas tested during the
2025-2026 school year
were—World History, US
History, US Government,

Spanish, Human
Geography, English:
Literature and
Composition, English
Language and
Composition, Calculus,
Statistics, Physics,

Chemistry, Music Theory,
3-D and 2-D Art, and
Drawing.

Murder on the Ragin' Canal was not uncommon

Today visit Ottawa and
Joliet, two of the many
towns on the Illinois
Michigan Canal. Out of
necessity boatmen on the
Canal spent several days, if
not a week, away from
home. Rarely did the fami-
ly of boatmen come with,
there just wasn't that
much room. The result of
that situation was the two
murders that we look at
today. Well, that, and that
green-eyed monster - jeal-
ousy.

The first story comes
from July, 1858 in the Joliet
Signal but occurred in
Ottawa. “Last Sunday
morning, between nine
and ten o'clock, our usual-
ly quiet city was suddenly
thrown into intense excite-
ment by the report that a
brutal murder had just
been committed. Crowds
were rapidly hastening
towards the scene of the
murder which proved to be
a small house on the side
cut near the lock, occupied
by Mrs. Martha A.
Randall.”

“The name of the
murderer was Wesley A.
Fisher, a boatman on the
canal, the victim, his wife,
Clarrissa, daughter of Mrs.
Randall. Fisher had known
Clarrissa from her youth
up; some four months ago,
they were married. It
appears lately Fisher had
become haunted with the
suspicion that his wife was
unfaithful, and unwilling
to leave her at Ottawa
while passing to and fro on
his boat, he tried to per-
suade her to live on the

Sandy Vasko

boat with him.”

“This she refused to
do, but went to live with
her mother. Whether there
was just grounds for his
suspicions or not is not
apparent. He seems how-
ever to have been fully per-
suaded there were, and
coming to town on Friday
night, he stopped at a
hotel, and on Saturday
appears to have occupied
himself in preparations for
the deed on Sunday morn-
ing. He went around town
and paid whatever small
bills he owed, purchased a
double-barreled  pistol,
and threw out dark hints as
to the use he intended it
for.”

“Early on Sunday
morning he went to the
house of Mrs. Randall, but
his courage appears to
have failed him. He was
gloomy and distant, but
remained only a few min-
utes. Between nine and ten
o'clock, however, he
returned, and walking into
the house, without a word
drew a pistol on his wife.
She screamed and ran out
the back way, while he was
seized by her mother and
sister.”

The Coal City
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“He finally disengaged
himself from them, and got
outside just as his wife was
passing out of the front
gate. She either stumbled
and fell, or was knocked
down, when he seized her
and turning her face
upwards, fired both barrels
in her breast. Exclaiming
“Oh God, you have shot
me: Lord have mercy!” she
died. Fisher then ran into
the canal, swam out on the
other side, where a
moment afterwards he
have himself up to deputy
Sheriff Grow, who took him
off to jail”

Our next story takes
place in Joliet. “The body
of a man was found float-
ing on the river basin last
Thursday morning, and on
being brought to shore
proved to be that of Geo.
Crawford, steersman on
the canal boat
Rosencransz commanded
by Capt. Clark. A deep gash
in the throat and a stab in
the shoulder were marks
on the bade that at once
indicated foul play. Acting
coroner Wilcox was called
and a jury was summoned.

“Under their direction

a post mortem examina-
tion was made. This exam-
ination disclosed the fol-
lowing facts. The body
could not have been in the
water above 36 hours as no
signs of decomposition
were visible.”

“None of the wounds
were of a fatal character.
Internally the examination
disclosed that the lungs
were free of water and had
not died of drowning. The
appearance of the features
was not that of a drowned
person. Death had ensued
before his immersion into
the water. Nearly every rib
was broken and the chest
crushed in. Dr. Campbell
testified at a subsequent
session of the jury that
these last injuries must
have followed after death,
a there had been no effu-
sion of blood within. It
would seem as if the body
had been ground between
the boat and the bank,
causing no abrasion of the
skin. The physicians freely
admitted that during all
their experience they had
never been at such aloss to
determine the cause of
death.”

“The examination
showed Crawford to be a
man of great strength and
complete health. His stom-
ach was full of undigested
food, proving that he had
eaten heartily less than
four hours and probably
not over two hours before
death. His stomach was
not that of a whiskey
drinker's.”

“Clark, captain of the
boat, testified before the
jury to the effect the
deceased was a sober, reli-
able man. He last saw him
alive at about 3 o'clock
Tuesday afternoon.

“The deceased asked
permission to go to
Lockport, stating that he
owed a dollar there, and
that he desired to pay it.
Clark refused to grant the
request. At night he
noticed Crawford's
absence, and inferred he
had gone to Lockport in
spite of his prohibition. His
dead body was the first
announcement to him of
his tragic end, but had no
idea ow he came to it.”

“Officer Schwarz and
Long testified to having
heard screams proceeding

apparently from the direc-
tion of the river at about 2
o'clock Tuesday night. C.
Q. Osbourne who lives on
Joliet street testified that
he heard a piercing shriek
at the same hour. The jury
after holding several ses-
sions adjourned for one
week, in the hope of arriv-
ing at something more
conclusive.”

“Crawford was about
57 years of age, and came
to this state from Canada,
his relatives living near
Toronto. His taking off is of
the most mysterious kind,
exciting much speculation.
The secret apparently lies
buried with him.”

One week later, “Last
Friday evening the coro-
ner's jury in the case of
Geo. Crawford, again met
for further action and
returned a verdict, which
consigned Capt. Clark, of
the canal boat Rosencranz,
his wife and Thos.
McKeegan to the county
jail, to await the action of
the grand jury now in ses-
sion.”

I don't know the end
of the story, but I wish I
did.

Federal grand jury indicts Diamond
man on child pornography charges

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

A Diamond man is fac-
ing multiple federal child
exploitation charges after a
grand jury in Chicago
returned an indictment
alleging he persuaded two
minors to engage in sexual-
ly explicit conduct and
received videos depicting
child sexual abuse.

The indictment,
unsealed Thursday in U.S.
District Court, charges
Duane DeMichele, 45, of
the 100 block of Kevin
Drive, with two counts of

production  of  child
pornography and five
counts of receipt of child
pornography.

According to federal
prosecutors, DeMichele

allegedly persuaded and
induced two minors in Feb.
2026 to engage in sexually
explicit conduct for the
purpose of video recording.
The indictment further
alleges that DeMichele
received numerous video
files containing child
pornography during
February and March 2026.
DeMichele was arrest-
ed June 30 and remains in
federal custody pending
trial. His arraignment was
held Aug. 18 in Chicago.
The charges were
announced by Andrew S.
Boutros, U.S Attorney for
the Northern District of

Illinois, and Ryan Whalen,
acting special agent in
charge of the FBI's Chicago
Field Office.

Authorities said the
investigation received
assistance from the Cook
County State's Attorney's

Office Investigations
Bureau Internet Crimes
Against Children Task
Force.

A conviction for pro-

duction of child pornogra-
phy carries a mandatory
minimum sentence of 15
years in federal prison and
a maximum of 30 years.
Receipt of child pornogra-
phy carries a mandatory
minimum sentence of five
years and a maximum of 20
years.

DeMichele is pre-
sumed innocent and is
entitled to a fair trial, dur-

ing which prosecutors
must prove the charges
beyond a reasonable
doubt.

Anyone who believes
they may be a victim of sex-
ual exploitation can con-
tact the National Center for
Missing and Exploited
Children at 1-800-843-5678
or visit missingkids.com for
assistance.

Coal City Public Library calendar

Check online event calendar at
ccpld.org for a description of the events

and to register.

In-Person Adult Exercise, Mondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-10 a.m. First
half hour is cardio and the second half is
weights, resistance band and strength

training.
Thursday, Aug. 20
Lori
Seminar, 6 p.m.

advisor. Please register.

Painted Dormat, 6 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 21
Teen Take and Makes
Bingo, 1 p.m.

Gamer’s Guild, 3:30 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 24

Terrific Tots - Children 2 & 3 years old
and their caregiver can attend this fun and
interactive class. Each week we will focus
on a different letter of the alphabet
through stories, songs, a craft, and a nurs-

ery rhyme. 10 a.m.

Preschool Storytime, 11 a.m. Register

Bonarek Realty Educational
financial Wellness
Workshop with Andrew Dunbar, financial

your 3-5 year old who is ready to attend
class on their own. Each week we will focus

on a different letter of the alphabet

through stories, songs, a craft, and a nurs-

ery thyme. Child must be CCPLD card-

holder, if not please see youth services.
Eager Readers Homeschool, 1 p.m.

Register your Kdg.-2nd grader for some
book themed activities and fun.

Epic Quest Homeschool Group, 1 p.m.
Register your 3rd-6th grader for some
book themed activities and fun.

Eager Readers, 4 p.m. Register your
Kdg.-3rd grader for some book themed
activities and fun.

CCPLD Policy Committee Meeting, 4

p.m

each month.

Family Lapsit, 6 p.m. Newborn up to 3
years old and their caregiver can join us for
stories, sensory activities, and songs with
each week focusing on a different theme

Preschool Storytime. 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 25

Paper & More, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
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Free Press Newspapers readers

SOUND-OFF

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line provided to give readers a chance to voice their opinions.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right to edit remarks for taste, length, personal attacks, racism,
threatening, calls for boycotts and libel.

The comments stated are the opinions and ideas of the callers and not that of the newspaper.
Information may not constitute the actual events or facts of a particular topic.

Submissions by email to: courant@gmail.com with “soundoff” in the subject line or visit www.freep
ressnewspapers.com, or call 815-634-0317. Please state the town in which you are calling from or in regards
to. Mail comments to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481. There can be only one submission of 250 words or less per person during any given week.

Start paying attention

WILMINGTON— For those who live
in denial, avoiding the daily unhinged
events happening daily, who just "don't
have time for that stuff, the everyone is
does it crowd." Better start paying atten-
tion, this War thing is rapidly evolving into
America is screwed for a full year or more
without escalating this Distraction War
with American boots on the ground. Even
he isn't that stupid with midterms coming
quickly and his poll numbers are atrocious
at best. Independents moderate
Republicans and Gen X are realizing he has
showed his priorities, his senility and age
and his old schtick is over. Better start
thinking for yourself and your family. His
last gasp is obviously "this election is
rigged” bs coming from him and his
cronies, as they micro-moniter every pos-
sible bs accusation every day. Just vote,
strength in overwhelming numbers aren't

lying.
Dumb vs smart states

SHADOW LAKES— I am reading in a
magazine that the red states by contrast
has the smallest increase in spending on
education with Mississippi ranked num-
ber one in the nation with reading and
math scores. So why is it people in Illinois
and blue states put out under-achieving
students while people in red states put out
smart students. Can anyone answer me
that? Dan Hill

Poor spoiled brat

BRACEVILLE— If Trump read the
SoundOff we would no longer be able to
have it. Everyone that writes in hurts his
little feelings. The poor little spoiled brat.

You're a whimp

SHADOW LAKES— Watching Channel
5 News about how people can cope with
stress over severe storms. It’s very simple,
youre a wimp. Grow up, accept it and
believe in God. C'mon people. Sheri
Michaels also needs to wake up. Thank
you.

He is in those files

WILMINGTON—Donald J. Trump
sues everyone, sues anything, sues for any
reason. Reason being, you can drag it out

in court appealing and reappealing to a
higher court taking sometimes years for a
final outcome. Funny how thousands of
people have called him a rapist and a
pedophile. He won”t dare sue them. Why? I
know why, you know why, but I'm not
afraid to say it. He is guilty of doing terrible
things to innocent children repeatedly for
years. He won't release those files, he is
those files. Say a prayer for Trump’s victims
when you hypocritically go to church.

Conned again

WILMINGTON—Attention all you
Trump lovers, the self-promoting World’s
Greatest Businessman just had the July
2026 budget results posted. In just July it
has a deficit of $432 billion, one month.
America is broke and nothing to help it is
coming. Can't thank you guys enough for
being so foolish to be conned again. Fools
use the nonsense words like communist,
socialism, radical, Islam and immigrants
to scare but the most frightening thing, is
that Epstein pal monster currently running
the destroyed White House.

Going to cut SS

WILMINGTON—Speaker of the
House leader Mike Johnson is repeating
his desire to cut Social Security by 20-22%
across the board more and more often
than ever before. If you collect $1,000 per
month new number as low as $780. What
would you do to live? Collect $2,500 per
month, new number $1,950, what could
you cut out of life at 70-years-old ? This is
what the Republican Party is openly say-
ing on camera. They aren't BS’'ing. They
use new term entitlements instead of
Social Security to fool you. Don't continue
being stupid out of old habits, save your-
self, help yourselves. Quit voting for a party
that doesn't give a **** about your life.
Enjoy whatever time you have left.
Republican politicians are all about power,
themselves and keeping billionaires happy
for political donations.

Finally, we’ve been heard
BRAIDWOOD—For years, Braidwood
citizens have asked for more events for our
youth and families. It is wonderful to see
that the city council has listened and is
taking action. Thank you to everyone who
volunteered to join the newly formed
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Events Committee. The list of possible
events sounds exciting, and I look forward
to seeing these ideas become a reality. It is
great to see our community coming
together to create more fun and positive
activities for our children and families. I
can't wait to see what the Events
Committee brings to Braidwood this year.
Thank you to the council and all the volun-
teers for investing in our community and,
most importantly, our youth.

Trump never served

The commander-in-chief of all U.S.
military branches showed his concern for
the welfare of sailors and Marines by say-
ing that their nine uninterrupted months
aboard the aircraft carrier Abraham
Lincoln is “not nearly long enough.”
Coming from a man who never served his
country and who has been branded as a
five-time draft-dodger, I suppose that is to
be expected. After all, he chastised the late
John McCain, whose fighter jet was shot
down over Hanoi, and for 5 1/2 years was a
captive, beaten and tortured in a North
Vietnamese prison. The man who thought
that he knew Trump well, the late Lindsey
Graham, once questioned Trump’s fitness
to be commander-in-chief saying that
attending a military high school was no
substitute for the military service that
Trump avoided. “He doesn’t represent my
party and he doesn't represent the values
that the men and women in uniform are
fighting for.” Trump didn’'t then and he
obviously doesn’t now.

David Kahn. Cashiers, NC

No more pork chops?

WILMINGTON—Think about this all
the Muslims that are running for office are

all Democrats. No more hot dogs, no more
pork chops, or bacon, no more freedom
for females. Vote wisely, it’s your kids and
grandchildren’s future.

Pizza burger, anyone?

Getting tired of all the people in
SoundOff talking about politics. Can we
talk about something else? How about a
pizza burger?

Sue the robot surgeons

SHADOW LAKES—There was an arti-
cle in the paper about robots performing
surgery. There were some things that were
missed. One was how do you sterilize a
robot to prevent infections on patients?
And what will happen if the hand of the
robot shakes while cutting or if the robot
cuts the wrong thing? People will sue the
robot for and the hospital will say it’s not
their fault. You don't have to be a doctor to
perform surgery, so why are they getting
paid so much money? And what will hap-
pen to all the doctors in the future?

Mindless, spineless

WILMINGTON—I'm not worried
about the Democratic Socialist Party. I am
very worried about the mindless, spineless
do-nothing Mega-Republicans who
haven't passed one bill to help people with
their health insurance and to help people
who are barely making a living trying to
survive raising a family.

JoAnn

Thanks for the veggies

BRACEVILLE—This is a little late but
thanks to whoever put out a table full of
vegetables on the south side of Braceville
Road last year for the people who can’t get
out to do gardening any more.

Tootsie Roll Drive will
be held Sept. 18 to 20

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

If you see volunteers in
bright yellow aprons at
local intersections this
September, don't be sur-
prised if they offer you a
Tootsie Roll and an oppor-
tunity to support a good
cause.

The Braidwood City
Council approved a request
from Knights of Columbus
Council #1574 to conduct
its annual Tootsie Roll
Drive fundraiser in the city
Sept. 18-20.

The long-time
fundraising tradition bene-
fits programs and organiza-
tions that serve individuals
with intellectual disabili-

ties. The Knights of
Columbus' annual
Intellectual  Disabilities
Fund Drive, commonly

known as the Tootsie Roll
Drive, has been a signature
charitable effort for

Mini Storage
CLEMENTINE’'S
CLOSETS

515 Davy Lane,
Wilmington

Affordable
Clean, Secure
Monthly Rentals

No Deposit Required
815-530-0200

decades, raising funds for
local services and support
programs.

Volunteers will collect
donations at several high-
traffic locations throughout
Braidwood, including the
four-way stops at Division
and Illinois Route 113 and
at Reed Road. Organizers
also hope to collect dona-
tions near the traffic lights
with permission from local

businesses.

The fundraiser is
scheduled to take place
Friday through Sunday, and
residents are encouraged to
give.

The Knights of
Columbus are seeking vol-
unteers to make Tootsie
Roll Day a vast success. For
information call (815) 593-
5827 or email kofcbraid-
wood@gmail.com.

Mum flower fundraiser

The First Presbyterian Church of Braidwood is hold-

ing a Fall Mum Flower Sale.

These huge 9 inch pots will be delivered to the
church on Wednesday, Sept. 16, and will be ready to
bloom beautifully for your fall decorating.

They are $12 each and are available in orange, yellow,
purple, pink, bronze & white.

Call or text LuAnn Bolatto at 815-790-7134, Lora
Grant 815-955-9927 or Joyce Bauer at 815-584-7239, by

Sept 9 to order.
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Photo courtesy Carrie Anderson

SHAKE, RATTLE AND FLASH — A powerful lightning strike lights up the night sky north-
east of Wilmington along Peotone Road in this dramatic photo captured by Carrie
Anderson around 10 p.m. Thursday. The bolt was one of many that rattled homes as a
strong thunderstorm moved through the area, producing lightning strikes so loud and pow-
erful they shook windows. The storm arrived just two days after the National Weather
Service confirmed an EF1 tornado caused damage in Wilmington on Tuesday. While
Thursday night's storm was not as threatening, Mother Nature still put on a loud—and bril-

liant—show.

IDOT approves Route 53 bridge for
controversial NorthPoint expansion

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

A major hurdle for the
controversial NorthPoint
Development project has
been cleared after the
Mlinois Department of
Transportation approved
construction of a bridge
over Illinois Route 53 in the
area of Breen Road in Joliet,
paving the way for a signifi-
cant expansion of the logis-
tics and warehouse devel-
opment in southern Will
County.

The bridge will span
Route 53 and connect por-
tions of NorthPoint's
sprawling property east
and west of the highway.
The structure is considered
critical to the company's
long-term plans to develop
between 20 million and 30
million square feet of addi-
tional warehouse and logis-
tics space on thousands of
acres near Joliet and
Elwood.

The approval allows
NorthPoint to move for-

ward with site work, includ-
ing mass grading opera-
tions, following upcoming
zoning proceedings.

NorthPoint will fund
the estimated $14 million
project and will be respon-
sible for its ongoing main-
tenance.

The bridge has been a
central component of
NorthPoint's vision for the
property for years. The
developer has argued that
the crossing would keep
truck traffic associated with
the logistics park off Route
53, allowing vehicles to
move between facilities
without entering the state
highway.

NorthPoint's  plans
have generated intense
debate across Will County
for nearly a decade.
Residents, environmental
advocates, and local offi-
cials opposed to the project
have repeatedly raised con-
cerns about increased truck
traffic, air pollution, noise,
road congestion and the
loss of agricultural land.

The opposition move-

ment, often organized
under the banner “Say No
to NorthPoint,” drew large
crowds to public meetings
throughout the approval
process.

Portions of the devel-
opment have already been
constructed west of Route
53, where several large
industrial buildings are in
operation. The newly
approved bridge is expect-
ed to unlock future devel-
opment east of the highway
and accelerate buildout of
what could become one of
the largest logistics parks in
the Midwest.

Supporters of the proj-
ect have long pointed to the
potential for job creation
and increased tax revenue,
while critics maintain that
the long-term impacts on
transportation infrastruc-
ture and nearby communi-
ties remain unresolved.

With IDOT's approval
now secured, attention is
expected to shift to local
zoning decisions and the
next phase of construction
planning.

SURF Internet.

SWITCH TO FIBER INTERNET
THAT CAN KEEP UP

FIBER INTERNET
PLANS STARTING AT

3 0 /mo with
AutoPay*

Taxes & Equipment

Fees Included

NO contracts

All-In Pricing”

Price-Lock Guarantee®
FREE Installation”

FREE eero WiFi router®
Local customer support

1-833-544-2983
Surfinternet.com

*Restrictions apply. Visit Surfinternet.com for details.

Gas prices
creeping
ever-so-slightly
higher

Average gasoline
prices in Illinois have risen
7.5 cents per gallon in the
last week, averaging
$4.28/g, according to
GasBuddy's survey of 4,378
stations in Illinois.

In Wilmington, gas
prices range from $3.88/g
at Mohsen, up to $4.09/g at
Shell.

Braidwood’s gas sta-
tions are at $4.19/g, and
Coal City is charging
$3.99/g across the board.

In Morris, expect to
pay anywhere from $3.89/g
(cash) at BB, up to $4.24/g
at Amoco.

Finally, Bourbonnais
Gulfis charging $4.06/gup
to $4.59/g at Kroger.

"Average gasoline
prices climbed back above
$4 per gallon over the last
week, with prices rising in
slightly more states than
they fell, as rebounding oil
prices driven by the con-
tinued closure of the Strait
of Hormuz and ongoing
Ukrainian attacks on
Russian oil refineries kept
upward pressure on the
market," said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy.

"Diesel felt the pres-
sure even more acutely, ris-
ing in all but a few states, as
Ukraine's  attacks on
Russian refining infrastruc-
ture continue to impact
refined product prices
more than crude oil itself.
While the seasonal transi-
tion to cheaper winter-
blend gasoline in the com-
ing month could bring
some relief, the two domi-
nant challenges facing
motorists — the closed
Strait and the ongoing
refinery strikes — show no
signs of resolving anytime
soon. Until they do, the
path for gas and diesel
prices remains tilted to the
upside.”

The lowest price in the
state Sunday was $3.76/g
while the highest was
$5.99/g, a difference of
$2.23/g.

Prices in Illinois are
12.8 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago and
stand 89.7 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago.
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LIFE’S BETTER WHEN
YOU BUNDLE.

You could save on home & auto when you also purchase life insurance
from American Family Life Insurance Company.

Get your personalized quote today.

Gerald Gresham, Agent
1095 S. Water St., Unit C
Wilmington, IL 60481
teamgresham@amfam.com

(815) 476-6364

e
AMERICAN FAMILY
[ iINnSuURANCE N

property, policy form and company underwriting the auto andior home policy. Discounts may not apply to all coverages on an
auto or home policy. Discounts do not apply lo life insurance policies. Products not available in every state.
American Family Mutual 10 y S perating Companies, American Family Life Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, W1 53783 ©2024 22535 - 04/24 - 24029512

Woodbridge
Wine or

Hartley Brandy
VSOP

$200 OFF

750ml

Wine .

S0 g SO

1.75L
$M000FF .. | Malibu
1.5L Rum

Green River $300 OFF
Bourbon #20m|

00 OFF Teremana
$5 750ml Tequila

$15,00 OFF

750m|

o

Smirnoff

Vodka |
SO0 OFF ., Good $E=Em
750ml Pt

Boys _ &
UUUFF ::. All Flavors
30 = |squoor

8 pk

I.“. VEGAS 6 Machines Private Room

Must be 21 yrs orolder.  GOME TRY YOUR LUCK!
Offers good through Sept. 2, 2026.
1099 S. Water St., Wilmington ¢ 815-476-2764
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Bank Anywhere!

Check Account Balances
View Account History
Transfer Funds

Pay Bills

Mobile Check Deposit

Find Branch & ATM Locations

Download our mobile app from your smartphone.

£ Download on the N
& App Store [l P>

GETITON

Google Play

Bloomington = Coal City = Delavan = Dwight * Fairbury = Forrest

» -
Dﬁ Bank of Pontiac

Melvin = Minier = Odell = Paxton = Piper City = Pontiac

Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com
Member FDIC

Web access is needed to use Mabile Banking. Check with your service provider for details on specific fees and charges.
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BRAIDWOOD—Donna Jean
Calhoun, 70, of Braidwood, for-
merly of Braceville, passed away
Friday, Aug. 14, 2026, at the
University of Chicago Medical
Center. L
Born Feb. 18, 1956, in Joliet,
Donna was the daughter of Mae
(Reynolds) Byerley and the late
Charles Byerley. She was raised in ¥
Braceville and graduated from
Gardner South Wilmington High
School with the class of 1974. On March 6,
1976, Donna married Michael William
Calhoun at Braceville United Methodist
Church. Together, they made their home in
Braceville before moving to Braidwood,
where they raised their daughters.

Donna was a lifelong and devoted
member of Braceville United Methodist
Church, and her faith was of deep impor-
tance to her. She worked for several years
at Jemco before gaining employment with
Hollywood Casino, where she spent 25
years as a Quality Assurance Technician.
Donna demonstrated her love through
acts of service, whether volunteering at
Kuzma Care Cottage in Wilmington or
sharing handmade gifts with those she
loved. She enjoyed baking, gardening, and
crocheting and often used those talents as
another way to care for others. Donna was
also a die-hard Chicago Cubs fan and
faithfully followed and supported her
team until the very end.

Though she struggled with her health
these past few years, she attended to every
challenge with poise, quiet grace, and
faith. Donna demonstrated her determi-
nation on a regular basis to live her life to
the fullest, and being present as a loving
and devoted mother, daughter, Nana, sis-
ter, and aunt to her family. The family
wants to extend their deepest gratitude to
all of the family members and friends who
helped make the final chapter of Donna’s
life as full as it could be.

GODLEY—Thomas R.
Buban, 85, of Godley, 4
passed away Sunday,
Aug. 16, 2026 at
Lightways Inpatient Hospice in
Joliet.

Born March 30, 1941, in
Chicago, Thomas Richard was the
son of Thomas and Anne (Hajcak)
Buban. He moved with his family

=
")

from Chicago to Godley at an early .

age, attended Saint Rose Parochial

School, and graduated from Joliet Catholic
High School with the class of 1959.
Following high school, Tom attended
Winona State University in Minnesota
before entering the United States Marine
Corps. He proudly served from June 1961
until his honorable discharge in June 1964.

On July 13, 1968, Tom married Linnea
Hudziak during a Mass celebrated by
Father Burns at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Braidwood. Together,
Tom and Linnea made their home in
Godley, where they raised their family and
shared more than 56 years of marriage.

A devoted Catholic, Tom was formerly
a parishioner of Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Braidwood and was
currently a member of Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Coal City,
where he enjoyed serving at Mass.

Following his service in the Marines,
Tom began a career with United Parcel
Service. Starting as a delivery driver, he
worked his way into management before
taking an early retirement. He later worked
for the Godley Park District and was
always willing to lend his skills as a handy-
man to friends and neighbors. Tom also
served his community as Mayor of Godley.

Farming remained an important part
of Tom’s life for nearly all of his years. In
more recent years, he devoted much of
himself to caring for his wife, Linnea, a role
he took on with steadfast love and dedica-
tion.

Tom was a hardworking, straightfor-
ward man who knew what he liked and
was rarely persuaded otherwise. He had a
wonderful sense of humor, a willingness to

Donna Calhoun

Thomas R. Buban

OBITUARIES
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Survivors include her mother,
Mae Byerley and three daughters:
Pam (Bill) Raber, Katie (Branden)

Johnson, and Samantha (Nick)
.\ Montgomery; three grandchil-
dren: Bobby (Miki) Raber, Amelia
Johnson, and Everett
Montgomery; one brother and
three sisters: Linda (Mike) Schott,
/' Charles Byerley, Patricia (the late
Fred) Wood, and Sharon O'Donnell;
two sisters-in-law, Susie Byerley
Flowers and Juanita (Manuel) Yeates; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Donna was preceded in death by her
father, Charles Byerley, and her husband,
Michael W. Calhoun; two brothers, Robert
and Clyde Byerley; and two brothers-in-
law, John Mack and John Yeates.

Per Donna's wishes, cremation rites
are being accorded.

The family will receive friends for a
memorial visitation at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Road, in Wilmington
on Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2026 from 4 to 7
p-m. Funeral services will follow at
Braceville United Methodist Church, 106
W. Gould Street, on Thursday, Aug. 20,
2026 at 12 p.m. Inurnment will follow at
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood, where Donna will be laid to rest
with her husband, Michael.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Donna's memory to Braceville
United Methodist Church, 106 W. Gould
St., Braceville, IL 60407, or Kuzma Care
Cottage, 635 S. Main Street, Wilmington, IL
60481.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guest book, upload photo-
graphs, and share Donna's memorial page
via social media.

Cremation services and memorial
arrangements have been made under the
direction and care of Reeves & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory in
Wilmington.

help those around him, and above
all, a deep love for his family. He
will be remembered for the life
he built, the people he helped,
and the family he loved.
Survivors include his chil-
dren, Lisa (Steve) Pitts, of
Wilmington and Tom Buban, of
7 Chicago; grandchildren: Devin
Pitts and Abby Pitts; nephews:
John and Michael Slanicky and
niece, Rosanne Whyte.

Tom was preceded in death by his par-
ents, wife, Linnea on March 30, 2024 and
his sister, Theresa Slanicky.

The family will receive friends for a
visitation at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.
Broadway (one block north of Illinois
Route 113) in Coal City on Thursday, Aug.
20, 2026 from 4 p.m. until time of time of
memory sharing and recitation of the Holy
Rosary at 7:30 p.m.

Funeral services will follow Friday
morning, Aug. 21, 2026 at 11 a.m. in
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Catholic Church, 215 S. Kankakee St. in
Coal City. A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated with Reverend Josh Miller pre-
siding and Deacon William Dunn assist-
ing. A memorial luncheon will be provided
in the Berst Hall of Assumption Parish at
the conclusion of the Mass, and burial
with full military honors will be held at
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in
Elwood at 2:30 p.m. Tom will be laid to rest
with his late wife, Linnea.

Preferred memorials may be made as
Masses in Tom's memory or to Lightways
Hospice, 250 Waterstone Circle, Joliet, IL
60431.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Tom’s memorial page online through
social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Fruland & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory.

U.S. corn crop ratings

MORRIS—Diana D. Vestal, 50, of
Morris, passed away on Monday, |
Aug. 10, 2026 at Lightways 4
Hospice in Joliet, surrounded by
her loved ones.

She was born on July 27, |
1976 in Chicago to Dallas and |
Mary (nee Hager) Napier. She |
grew up in the Channahon and
Minooka areas, graduating with
Minooka High School class of 1994.
Diana married the love of her life,
Jacob Vestal, on Dec. 5, 2003 at The
Mansion in Dwight. Together, they made
their home in Morris and Coal City and
raised their two sons.

A true entrepreneur, Diana was a part-
nered owner of Distinct Visions and Salon
Trends as a beautician, Boutique Clothing
stores in Coal City and Morris and Digitial
Design Vinyl and Print. She was a devoted
BMX Racing mom and enjoyed traveling to
her son’s competitions, volunteering to
make banners and stickers and photo-

FULLERTON, CA—K. Jeanine
Congalton, formerly of Coal City,
currently of Fullerton, CA, passed
away unexpectedly earlier this
month, she would have turned 70
later this month. Raised in Coal
City, where she was an honor stu-
dent, she completed her under-
graduate degree at Illinois State

.

and still counted her Redbird ‘g 7’&:

friends in her closest circle. Jeanine
earned her M.A. at North Dakota State
where she briefly taught early in her career
before completing her Ph.D. at the
University of Utah, where she created her
strongest personal and academic relation-
ships.

After three years at California State
University-Fresno, Jeanine spent the bulk
of her career at California State University,
Fullerton, where she became an institu-
tion, for many years coaching their suc-
cessful forensics program. Her forensics
service was vast, having served as
District/Chair of the American Forensics
Association's National Individual Events
Tournament, where she was a fixture on
the tournament tabulation staff and was
bestowed with their Distinguished Service
Award in 1997. She was a favorite judge on
the National Debate Tournament circuit
and coached numerous students to
national tournaments. She was an officer
in the International Forensics Association
for a decade and worked in tabulation
rooms at hundreds of forensics contests at
all levels.

Jeanine was the unsung hero of the
Human Communication Studies depart-
ment at California State University,
Fullerton, serving perpetually on person-
nel, graduate, and search committees
copiously combing through hundreds of
files, and meticulously reviewing adjunct
and graduate student instructors. Despite
all her dedicated service, her clear legacy
was her students. She was a devoted
teacher, paying special attention to those
students with extra challenges, creating in
them a sense of self-confidence and suc-
cess. During the pandemic she would
drive to her campus parking lot to connect
to university wi-fi, teaching classes from

Fossil Ridge
Library News

Children & Toddler
Programs
Tuesday, Aug. 25
Play-Doh Playdates,

Diana D. Vestal

Jeanine Congalton

&

graphing the riders. There was no
end to Diana’s creativity and her
passion. She found great joy in her
businesses and with her family.
She also counted many friend-
ships along the way in her life.
She is survived by her hus-
band of 22 years, Jake and their
two sons, Damen and Gaven.
Several aunts and cousins also sur-
vive.
She was preceded in death by her
parents.

Visitation was held Friday, Aug. 14,
2026 at the Ferrari Funeral Chapel in Coal
City.

Cremation rites were accorded follow-
ing the visitation.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guestbook at www.ferrari-
funeral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City
were entrusted with arrangements.

her car. She followed the careers of
generations of her students, even
if that meant showing up at an 8
a.m. convention panel or draft-
ing volumes of thoughtful let-

if not nearly all, institutions in
southern California likely have
at least one instructor who was
trained and mentored by Jeanine.
Scores of her students comment
that she's the role model for how they
conduct their lives, both professionally
and personally. Her idea of work/life bal-
ance was taking a stack of papers to grade
on the grounds of her beloved Disneyland,
where she valued and regularly used her
annual pass. Jeanine was a lifelong fan of
the Chicago Cubs, Bears, and Blackhawks,
and a season ticket holder to CSUF Titan
baseball, where her second home was
Goodwin Field.

She was a dedicated aunt, attending
countless soccer, lacrosse, and baseball
games of her nieces and nephews. The
U.S. Postal Service has been kept solvent
by her mailing greeting cards for every
known occasion, always including a dollar
bill, to her sphere of friends, mere
acquaintances, their families and extend-
ed networks. Nearly everyone she met
made it into her address book. Jeanine was
generous to a fault, always being the first
to "treat" whoever she was visiting.

She is survived by her sister, Donna
(Roger) Hanley, of Tampa; sister-in-law,
Kris DiPaolo, 10 nieces and nephews,
numerous great-nieces and nephews and
a wide circle of friends who remain in
shock at her unanticipated passing.

Jeanine was preceded in death by her
parents, Pete and Catherine (Kay) DiPaolo,
formerly of Coal City and brother, David,
of Corona, CA.

A celebration of life will be hosted on
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026 at 3 p.m. in room
CBE/SGMH 1502 at California State
University, Fullerton, where she leaves
many saddened colleagues and associates.
Memorials can be made to the CSU,
Fullerton Jeanine Congalton Scholarship
already established in her honor.

Braidwood blood
drive scheduled for
September 17

10:30-11 am. Play-Doh
workshop. Display your
creativity using our Play-

Doh and tools. For
Children ages 2-6.
Thursday, Aug. 27-

Toddler Time, 10-11 a.m.
We welcome toddlers and
their caregivers to join us
weekly to explore various
toys and sensory materials.
Toddlers can enhance their
gross and fine motor skills,
social interaction, and lan-
guage skills. Caregivers

The City of Braidwood
will host its next communi-
ty blood drive on Thursday,
Sept. 17, from 2 to 6 p.m. in
the meeting room at
Braidwood City Hall, 141 W.
Main Street.

Pre-registration is
highly recommended,
although walk-in donors
will also be accepted.

To register, please visit
the online registration link
provided by the city or con-
tact Blood Drive

(815) 458-2342 between 8
am. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

As part of Versiti's
September donor promo-
tion, individuals who
donate blood will be
entered into the Fire Up
Your Team Sweepstakes for
a chance to win a Chicago
Fire FC VIP Team
Experience. Participants
must be at least 18-years-

decline two weeks in a row

BY DANIEL GRANT
FARMWEEK

US corn condition rat-
ings dipped another 2
points to 61% in the good-
to-excellent category in
USDA's  latest crop
progress report released
Aug. 3.

It marks two straight
weeks of declines following
a 4-point drop in the July
27 crop progress report.
The portion of the corn
crop rated good to excel-
lent is now 12 points below
the same time last year.

The rest of the corn
crop is currently rated 25%
fair and 14% poor to very
poor nationwide.

The portion of soy-
beans rated good to excel-
lent Aug. 3 was unchanged
from the previous week, at
63%, but down 6 points
compared to the same
time last year. The remain-
ing US bean crop is cur-
rently rated 28% fair and
9% poor to very poor.

"Right now, we're at a
transition point for these
crops," Rich Nelson, chief

strategist at Allendale Inc.
in McHenry, told
FarmWeek. "If the weather
forecast (of more regular
rain showers) holds true, it
could be a strong finish
and could repair some of
the earlier (crop) damage."

So, how much weight
do the sinking crop ratings
have on the market, partic-
ularly ahead of USDA's
much-anticipated crop
production report Aug. 12?

"Crop ratings are not
exactly the best measure-
ment for final yields, but
there is a relationship there
and they do a good job pre-
dicting what direction
USDA may go (in its first
yield estimates of the year
Aug. 12 using farmer sur-
vey data)," Nelson said.

"If you use the ratings
by themselves, our num-
bers would imply we could
see a 1.9% yield hit, with an
average yield of 179.6
(bushels per acre nation-
wide for corn)," he contin-
ued. "But our weather data
would imply a yield closer
to 181.5."

USDA's initial yield

estimates heading into the
August report pegged
national average yields at
183 bushels per acre for
corn and 53 for soybeans.
"There's a lot of ques-
tions still ahead," Nelson
said. "The markets are not
trading that (yield) number
(implied by lower crop
conditions). The market is

trading slightly above
trend yield."
Commodity firm

StoneX on Aug. 4 estimated
US corn production at
16.16 billion bushels with
an average yield of 184.8
bushels per acre, well
above USDA's estimate,
with an average soybean
yield of 53 bushels.
Allendale Inc. will conduct
its annual farmer survey
about crop expectations
Aug. 17-28 and results will
be announced the first
week of September.

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the
Illinois Press Association.
For more food and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow

old to be eligible for the

must accompany their lit- sweepstakes.

tle ones, registration is
required

Coordinator Josh Bolatto at

Photo by Catrina Rawson of FarmWeek

US CORN CROP ratings declined each of the past two weeks, just ahead of USDA's crop
production report Aug. 12.
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Symerton Homecoming 2026

Tues, August 18
Weds, August 19
Thurs, August 20

Elwood vs. Symerton—16" Softball game @ 6 pm
Manhattan vs. Symerton— 16” Softball game @ 6 pm
Manhattan vs. Elwood —16" Softball game @ 6 pm

Car/Vintage Tractor Show 4:30-7:30 pm (WEATHER PERMITTING)

Fri, August 21
Sat, August 22

The Southside Social Club Live Band on the patio—7:00 pm
“The Equals” Live Band @ 7:00-10:00 pm on the patio

Volley Ball Tournament Reg. 10am - Start 10:30

Sun, August 23

Tractor Pull @ noon North side of the park

Kiddie Pedal Pull—Register @ 1 pm/pull starts @ 2 pm
Ice Cream Truck 12 noon—2 pm and “Ice Ice Baby” icees
Billy Gray Music—3:00 pm

e

Sunday: All day long: Kids activities, face painting & games, animal petting zoo and show,
50/50 raffle and drinks and food at Symerton Tap and Grill.

— Mr. K's Chuckwagon (Serving Saturday from 11 am—8 pm & Sunday 11 am—

Photo by Eric Fisher

A SECTION OF the rooftop at Tire Tracks, 507 W. Baltimore St, was lifted away by 100 mph
wind or possible tornado on Tuesday around 11 a.m. Nearby buildings were mostly spared
as debris from the powerful blast fell across two parking lots to the east.

Berkot’s power restored after storm,
Tire Tracks faces a longer recovery

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The severe storms and
tornado activity that swept
through the area Aug. 11
left their mark across Will
County, forcing temporary
closures at several local
establishments.

Among the larger busi-
nesses  affected were
Berkot's Super Foods loca-
tions in Braidwood,
Wilmington, and Peotone,
all of which lost power dur-
ing the storm. Company
officials said the closures
were caused by electrical
outages rather than struc-
tural damage to the stores.

Teamwork
saves the day

The Wilmington
Berkot's location reopened
Aug. 13 at 2 p.m. after
power was restored and
employees completed
extensive food safety and
recovery procedures.

"We are fully open,
fully operational now," said
Assistant Manager
Madeline Evans. "We had a
massive recovery team,
spectacular employees that
helped us make sure that
we took care of all of our
freezer items, our cold
items, dairy, meat depart-
ment. We did everything by
the book, taking care of our
food to make sure we lost as
little as possible and kept
everything safe and healthy
for our customers."

Evans said employees
worked through an enor-
mous amount of recovery

work to prepare the store
for reopening.

"I had come in for my
shift and then volunteered
the following day to help
with getting everything
back how it's supposed to
be," she said. "We had to
follow our guidelines.
Basically the same way that
we get our freezer items in
is how we have to get them
right back."

She credited employ-
ees across the store for
stepping up during the cri-
sis.

"Please ensure that
you put in how grateful we
are for all of our employ-
ees," Evans said. "I cannot
stress that enough. We've
had people working jobs
they've never worked
before, going above and
beyond. We are just so
grateful for everyone who's
helped."

Safe evacuation,

no injuries reported

A spokesperson at the
Braidwood Berkot's said
the store regained power
late Aug. 13 and immedi-

ately began restocking
shelves and inspecting
inventory.

"We just got power
back late last night (Aug.
13), so we're in the process
of getting the store
restocked," he said.

The Braidwood store
has since reopened.

The spokesperson was
working when the outage
occurred and said cus-
tomers were inside the
store when power was lost.

Fortunately, everyone exit-
ed safely and no injuries
were reported.

One of the hardest-hit
commercial properties was
Tire Tracks Auto Care at 507
W. Baltimore St. in
Wilmington. According to
the National Weather
Service, the auto repair
shop was the precise point
where an EF-1 tornado first
touched down Tuesday
morning.

The tornado, with esti-
mated peak winds of 90
mph, ripped away a sub-
stantial portion of the
building's roof and scat-
tered debris into a neigh-
boring strip mall, causing
additional damage.
Witnesses described the
scene as resembling a "war
zone" in the hours after the
storm.

Despite the destruc-
tion, Tire Tracks' parent
company, GreatWater 360
Auto Care, said all employ-
ees escaped without injury.

"It's been a tough week
for our shop and the com-
munity," the company said
in a public statement. "We
were hit hard by Mother
Nature, and while our
building sustained signifi-
cant damage, we're incred-
ibly grateful to share that
everyone is safe."

The Wilmington Tire
Tracks location remains
closed while company offi-
cials evaluate repairs and
reconstruction  options.
Customers with appoint-
ments have been directed
to the company's Bradley
and Manteno locations.
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MEENTS LAW, P.C.

Family Law | Real Estate | Business
Estate Planning | Probate

207 S. Water St., Wilmington ® 815-476-7635

Yes, your newborn is
precious! And you’re busy
taking care of her every
need. That’s what good
parents do. But will she
inherit your assets if
something tragic happens?

Make sure she does with a
solid estate plan. As
experienced attorneys, we
have the expertise to protect
your assets and ensure they
are distributed according to
your wishes, while helping
your loved ones minimize
taxes and avoid probate.

Don’t wait another day to
make sure your family and
your final wishes are
protected.  Schedule a
consultation today, and get
the answers you need.

If you're age 40 or older, or if you have
diabetes, high blood pressure or a family
history of glaucoma, talk to us to learn
more or to schedule a screening

501 S. Locust St. (Rt. 50) - Manteno

You may not see Glaucoma coming...

But We Will.

815-468-2015 FISHER-GENTRY
EYE CARE

Do you have pain in your
Neck - Back - Shoulder

Elbow - Hand - Knee - Hip
Foot or Ankle?

Call today for an appointment:
Diamond-Coal City and Morris 815-942-4875
Joliet (Houbolt Rd) 815-741-4000
Ottawa 815-433-0850
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Our specialists provide expert care and treatment
of orthopedic-related injuries and problems,
always considering conservative treatment methods first.

And if surgery is needed, we offer the latest innovations
and techniques to help you move well and live better,
including Mako™ Robotic-Arm Assisted Surgery.

Orthopedic Surgeons: Dr. Ahmed Eldib, Dr. Keith Rezin,
Dr. Stephen Treacy, Dr. Robert Williams
Orthopedic Spine Surgeon: Dr. Mir Ali
Foot & Ankle Surgeon: Dr. Kyle Pearson

MORRIS HOSPITAL

ORTHOPEDICS

& SPORTS MEDICINE

morrishospital.org/orthopedics

Presented by:

The Village of
Symerton

Glaucoma often
does not produce
symptoms until
the disease has
progressed and
caused irreversible
vision loss.

That’s why early
detection and
treatment are
key to protecting
your sight.
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BUSINESS .

PROPERTY
Your local State Farm Agent for 30 years
Jerry Hallahan - Agen

1350 E. Division St., Diamond @3 ]
4 StateFarm (815) 634-2222 jerry@jerryhallahan.com

REC VEHICLES +

SURANCE

WATERCRAFT * LIABILITY

/ Finest quality warranted WARREN'S
collision repair

/' Rentals available

v/ Certified technicians PR ITN DN

v/ All insurance accepted 860 E.Z. St., Braidwood

v/ Completed in a timely fashion  g15.458.3300
WE CARE BEYOND THE REPAIR!

Cotision

Happy
8oth
birthday
Richard
(Sonny)
Konc

August 19, 2026
Hope you have a very (|
Happy 80th Birthday" JJ

All of our love,
Your wife, daughters, son, son-in-laws,
gandchildren, great grandchildren,
Baby & Calli

SUNDAY FUNDAY!

DOORS OPEN AT NOON! FIRST RAFFLE AT 2PM!
It's NOT BINGO but a RAFFLE like BINGO... You play
it like BINGO!! Lots of cash prizes!!! BIG PRIZES!!!

QUEEN of HEARTS

Every TUESDAY at 553 W. Kennedy Rd. Braidwood
You must play BINGO to participate.
Doors open at 4pm. Drawing is held at intermission.

Queen of Hearts Pot is $11,830.00

For BINGO players only on Tuesday nites and see the
QUEEN rules at the BINGO hall for rules and regulations.

Braidwood Post 039

Tuesday Night Flash Max Bingo

Pull Tabs 6:30pm Hot Food, Snacks & Beverages
Bingo 6:30pm 553 Kennedy Road
Doors Open 4:00pm Braidwood, IL 60408

Home of the “Big Guy”
Commander Bill Kiley
815-216-2570

entitled to a decade at the top

After
Michael J.
Madigan’s 36
years as
Illinois House
Speaker, a
ten-year term
limit on cur-
rent and
future speak-
ers doesn’t
seem like a lot
of time in the
big chair.

Except it
is.

Nobody prior to
Madigan had ever served
ten years as speaker in this
state going back to when
Illinois became a state in
1818. The only person who
came close was
Republican Warren Wood,
who held the position for
eight years in the 1950s.

Most of the rest served
single terms or two terms.

Democrat Paul Powell,
served six years, including
two years before Speaker
Wood and four years after.
Powell became infamous
for stashing cash in shoe
boxes at his Springfield
hotel residence and died
with an estimated fortune
of $4.6 million. But I
digress.

Another Democrat,
Bill Redmond, also held
the gavel for six years,
although  the  future
Speaker Madigan held
quite a bit of sway over
him in the late 1970s.

Two Republicans
served as speaker for six
years each in the early

1900s. But that’s
about it.
Republican
George Ryan
was speaker for
two years before
he was tapped
to be Gov. Jim
Thompson’s
running mate.
In the 1930s,
four different
members (three
Democrats and

Rich Miller o n e

Republican)
held the gavel for just two
years each. 47 out of 70
House Speakers served
two years or less (four days
in the case of George
Ryan’s Majority Leader Art
Telcser).

What I'm getting at is
ten years is actually a long
time. More importantly,
though, the ten-year ceil-
ing has also somehow
become a floor - an
expected decade-long
entitlement.

House Speaker Chris
Welch has obviously fully
intended to serve the full
decade since he was first
elected to the chamber’s
top job for a two-year term
in 2021. You may have
noticed that a couple of his
members who spoke out
early about his mishan-
dling of the Harry Benton
sexual harassment matter
suddenly went silent. That
was no coincidence.

Pressure is being
exerted on the rank and
file. His team wants those
ten years.

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

Nobody in Springtfield is automatically

But a decade with the
gavel is not only historical-
ly unique, it’s also longer
than the average service

time for House
Democratic members,
which is currently 8.4

years. That’s up a bit from a
six-year average in 2020,
according to the
Statehouse’s  unofficial
honorary historian (title I
just made up) John Amdor.
But it’s still below the ten-
year House Speaker term
limit.

Starting in the final
two decades of the previ-
ous century, the Senate has
a history of electing Senate
Presidents to multiple
terms. Democrat Phil Rock
held the Senate’s gavel for
14 years. Then, Republican
Pate Philip served ten
years before the
Democrats won the right
to draw the new district
map in 2001.

Democrat Emil Jones
was the chamber’s top per-
son for six years, and was
replaced by Democrat
John Cullerton for 11 years.
Current Senate President
Don Harmon was first ele-
vated in 2020, but he’s eli-
gible to serve until 2031
because that first year after
Cullerton resigned mid-
term doesn’'t count toward
the chamber’s ten-year
term limit.

Before Phil Rock, most
Senate Presidents served
just two to six years, except
for the ten years that
Republican  Sen.  Art
Bidwell held the gavel from

1955-1965,

One of the reasons
that House Speakers and
Senate Presidents served
such short stints was that
party dominance wasn't
assured like it has been for
the past several decades.
Partisan majorities flipped
back and forth much more
before the advent of com-
puter-driven redistricting.

Republicans and
Downstate Democrats
would also occasionally
scheme to prevent
Chicago from holding
power in their chambers
(which is how Paul Powell
was first elected speaker).

I'm not advocating
here for reducing the term
limits to six years or what-
ever. But what I am saying
is that Illinois government
will not crash and burn if
Speaker Welch and Senate
President Harmon don’t
serve their full five two-
year General Assemblies as
their chambers’ leaders.

They should both
have to earn each and
every one of their two-year
terms. A ten-year stint
should not be considered
the minimum length of
service. If their members
want both of them to stick
around, that’s their deci-
sion, as long as they recog-
nize that nobody is auto-
matically entitled to a
decade at the top.

Rich Miller also pub-
lishes Capitol Fax, a daily
political newsletter, and
CapitolFax.com.

New law requires all pharmacies to
display 988 Crisis Lifeline information

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

A new Illinois law
sponsored by State Rep.
Jackie Haas is aimed at
making life-saving mental
health resources more visi-
ble by requiring pharma-
cies across the state to dis-
play information about the
988 Suicide and Crisis
Lifeline. This bipartisan
measure will help those
most in need by requiring
pharmacies to display signs
with information about the
lifeline.

House Bill 4982 was
recently signed into law by
Gov. JB Pritzker following
bipartisan approval in the
Illinois General Assembly.
The legislation requires
pharmacies to post signs
with information about the
statewide 988 Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline, along with
other mental health aware-
ness and  assistance

Presented by the
City of Wilmington (PXN  PROGRAM DATES |
Code Enforcement Division . AUGUST 1, 2026 -
* OCTOBER 31, 2026

In Conjunction with Broadway Auto Salvage
as a Service to the Residents.

DO YOU HAVE AN INOPERABLE,
JUNK, OR UNWANTED VEHICLE?

Now is the perfect time to remove it from your
property voluntarily and put cash in your pocket!

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS:

@ @ crLL BROADWAY AUTO SALVAGE
815-237-8747

. e SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
A representative will come to your property,
inspect the vehicle, and make you a
ush nﬂef

WHY PARTICIPATE? :

0 Receive cash for your unwanted vehicle
0 Free up valuable space on your property
@ Nolowing arrangements to make

@ Helpimprove your neighborhood

o Avoid possible Code Enforcement action for

resources.

Haas said the measure
is designed to connect
more Illinois residents with
help during a mental
health crisis.

"On Friday (July 31),
House Bill 4982 was signed
into law," Haas said in a
statement. "This bipartisan
measure will help those
most in need by requiring
pharmacies to display signs
with information about the
statewide 988 Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline, as well as
other awareness and assis-
tance information. This will
ensure more Illinoisans are
aware of the important,
life-saving resources our
state offers."

She also thanked law-
makers from both parties
for supporting the legisla-
tion.

"I am incredibly
thankful for the bipartisan
support this bill received,
and look forward to contin-
uing my work on this
important issue,” Haas
said.

The 988 Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline provides free,
confidential support 24
hours a day, seven days a
week, for people experienc-
ing mental health crises,
suicidal thoughts, or emo-
tional distress. The service
also offers assistance to
individuals concerned
about a loved one.

Supporters of the legis-
lation say pharmacies are

well-positioned to help
raise awareness because
they serve people of all ages
and often interact with
individuals managing both
physical and mental health
conditions.

By placing 988 infor-
mation in a highly visible
location, the law aims to
make it easier for people to
find help when they need it
most.

DAR prospective
member workshop

The Kankakee Chapter
of the Daughters of the
American Revolution is
hosting a free workshop
Saturday, Aug. 29 from 9:30
a.m. to noon at the Bradley
Public Library where expe-
rienced genealogists from
our State Lineage Team will
be available to help trace
your family's history and
determine your eligibility

for Daughters of the
American Revolution
membership.

VFW AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS

SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

* 2026-2027 *

lhecr Fight.

Thein Story.

HONORING VETERANS < INSPIRING STUDENTS * SUPPORTING EDUCATION

Attendees should
bring any genealogy
records they have on paper
or computer. If you are 18
years or older and believe
your lineage can be traced
to a patriot who supported
the cause of American
independence, we hope to
see you there.

For additional infor-
mation, contact Lee Ann
Hollenbeck, (815) 592-
4058, Registrar, Kankakee
Chapter, NSDAR.

Ouwr bice.

GET PA D junkori le vehicl
e If you accept the offer, Broadway Auto Salvage will: Junk o inoperable vehicles
« Pay you cash for the vehicle
* Tow it away at no cost to you | VOICE OF PATRIOT’S PEN® YOUNG AMERICAN CONTINUING
Tt's that easy! DEMOCRACY" i CREATIVE PATRIOTIC EDUCATION
~ / Grades 9-12 Patriotic Essay Competition NTEST SCHOI‘,_ARSHIP
Audin-Essay Cumpetition PATRIOTIC ART & 3D ART Fm" VFW Auxllnar)f members
@ porTANT INFoRMATION . TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE! Grades 9-12 S
=y . Theme: Theme: P E
* You must have the vehiicle title or be able to prove ownership. Take advantage of this opportunity - z Create original v College
+ This program is completely voluntary. before enforcement action becomes necessary. WiikaVelotn = WhateVetemn patrr?c?t:: erlg,::k + Technical School
+ Do not wait! Once a Code En t Exte has Doer itiated Taught Me About America” | Taught Me About America ' « Trade School
and a citation has been issued for a junk o inoperable vehicle, QUESTIONS? v Vocati ini
Broadway Auto Salvage will not purchase the vehicle through - - . ocational Training
this program. BROADWAY AUTO SALVAGE s W g sl Deadline:
o The City of Wilmington will continue enforcing all applicable ober 31, ctober 31, | arch 31, 2027 February 15, 2027
pmpmyrnail;te;banoea“r:djnnk:relilliﬁle ordinances throughout 815-237-8747 ‘ - - = = d —_—
the program period. CITY OF WILMINGTON CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION s e B - * LEARN MORE *

Barbara Sweger
Department Schelarship Chairman

SCAN FOR "
APPLICATIONS
& DETAILS!

TR
(@) CLEAN PROPERTIES

@) SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS |

@ COMMUNITY PRIDE

B4 deptilyouth@yahoo.com

. 815-481-8288

€ VFW Auxiliary Department of lllinois
Tnvesting in Ouwr Futwne + Honoving Their Logacy

* x x * THANK YOU VETERANS! * % % %

DISCLAIMER: Any vehicle transaction is solely between the property owner and Broadway Auto Salvage.
The City of Wilmington is not responsible for any services provided by the salvage company.

EST 1936
(] [ ]

THE ISLAND CITY ILLINOIS
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Climate change and

Deadlines
Classified Ads &

Classifed Display Ads
Fridays - 5 p.m.

Pre-payment required for all classified ads unless customer has a pre established business account

The Free Press Newspapers will be responsible for the first

incorrect insertion, and its liabilities shall be limited to the price

on one insertion. The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right

to classify correctly, edit, reject or cancel any advertisement at

any time in accordance with its policy. All ads must be checked
for errors the first week of publication by the advertiser.

Phone (815) 476-7966 or (815) 634-0315

Line Ads are up to 30 words
(20¢ for each word over 30)
1 wk.- $17; 2 wks.- $21;

3 wks.- $25; 4 wks.-$29*
$1.00 Extra per line for bold or

Cost

caps on classified

for details. *plus .0399% with credit card

| —

‘_WSA The Braidwood Journal — The Coal City Courant — The Free Press Advocate

HELP WANTED SERVICE & REAL ESTATE

REPAIRS

Help Wanted: Bob's SHERIFF'S SALE OF 1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS
Advanced Auto & Tire, REAL ESTATE of 319 N 605/9(g)(5), and 765
Inc. Seeking Iube A Thousand KANKAKEE ST, WILM- ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you

hnici ; Words INGTON, IL 60481 (not are hereby notified that
technician for our high licable ). On the 27th  th h fthe uni

lume auto repair applicable ). On the 27t the purchaser of the unit,
vo c Photography day of August, 2026 to be  other than a mortgagee,
shop. Must have driv- 385 N. Second Ave. held at 12:00 noon, atthe  shall pay the assess-
ers license. apply Coal City Will County Courthouse, ments and legal fees
within at 60 E. Chest- Mandy Eaton 100 W. Jefferson Street, required by subdivisions
nut St. Coal Clty 815-791-2913 Room 1001, Joliet, IL (g)(1) and (g)(4) of

815-634-0004

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost
pet or lost a pet in Will
County? Please call
Will County Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite your family,
815-462-5633.

PETS

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats.
New! Brew and Chew
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il
60481 815-476-5104
slewis @trinityservices.
org.

STORAGE

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50

515 Davy Lane, Wilmington

Bubbles Cleaning
Service
Dawn Boardman
Business and Home
Cleaning Service.
Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly.
Many references
available.
Please leave message
815-661-6180.
cc28-56

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
cc19-44

WANTED

WANTED
SCRAP METAL

* Farm Machinery

* Garden Tractors
* Snowmobiles

* Appliances

* Anything Metal

Free pickup
7 days
815-210-8819

60432, under Case Title:
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORT-
GAGE SERVICING
Plaintiff V. MARC
OSMANSON; BREANNE
OSMANSON; PEOPLE
OF THE STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS; STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE; CHICAGO
TITLE LAND TRUST
COMPANY D/B/A THE
LAND TRUST COMPA-
NY, AS TRUSTEE; SEC-
RETARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT; UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS;
Defendant.

Case No. 25 FC 1093 in
the Circuit Court of the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit,
Will County, lllinois.
Terms of Sale: ten per-
cent (10%) at the time of
sale and the balance
within twenty-four (24)
hours. No judicial sale fee
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at
the sale or by any mort-
gagee, judgment creditor,
or other lienor acquiring
the residential real estate
whose rights in and to the
residential real estate
arose prior to the sale. All
payments shall be made
in cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County.

In the event the property
is a condominium, in
accordance with 735
ILCS 5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-

Section 9 and the assess-
ments required by sub-
section (g-1) of Section
18.5 of the lllinois
Condominium  Property
Act.

Pursuant to Local Court
Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a
surplus following applica-
tion of the proceeds of
sale, then the plaintiff
shall send written notice
pursuant to 735 ILCS
5/15-1512(d) to all parties
to the proceeding advis-
ing them of the amount of
the surplus and that the
surplus will be held until a
party obtains a court
order for its distribution or,
in the absence of an
order, until the surplus is
forfeited to the State.

For Information Please
Contact:

ANSELMO LINDBERG
OLIVER LLC.

1771 W. Diehl Rd.

Suite 120

NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS
60563

P: 630-453-6960

F: 630-428-4620
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., Aug. 5, 12, and 19,
2026

Thank you for reading
the classifieds.
They still get results!

Culligan - Help Wanted - Route Driver

*Responsible for delivering any of our products directly to our customers.
The following is a general list, though you may be asked to deliver
additional items not listed.
* b gal. water * 3 gal. water * 80# & 50# bags of salt * 5 gal. peroxide *
Coolers * Cased Water
- A route driver must be able to routinely lift up to 80 Ibs.
- Responsibilities include organizing your route in an efficient manner;
operating a forklift; maintaining load manifests and any other vehicle

documents.

- The followng are mandatory requirements the route driver must pass and

maintain:

*Must maintain a class C driver’s license with an excellent driving record.
*Ability to pass and maintain the motor vehicle background check, the
criminal history background check and routine and random drug tests.
Building a strong relationship with customers is a vital function of this

position.

Apply within: Culligan, 75 W. Chestnut St. Coal City

wine production

Dear EarthTalk: Has
climate change already had
any significant impacts on
wine production around
the world?

-Wendy Baumgarten,
Dubugque, lIowa

EARTH
TALK©

Questions & Answers
About Our Environment

Eight out of the ten
hottest years on record
have occurred in the past
decade. Thus, it is no sur-
prise that rising global
temperatures have had a
significant impact on wine
production.

One study by the
University of  British
Columbia (UBC) found
that temperatures during
the wine growing season
have drastically increased
around the world. “That
kind of change can affect
harvest times, grape ripen-
ing, and thus the taste of
the wine,” reports UBC's
Elizabeth Wolkovich, one
of the study authors.

One aspect of wine
production that climate
change has affected is the
growing cycle. Warmer
temperatures lead to the
growing cycle happening
earlier. In fact, budding,
flowering, fruit-set, verai-

son (when the grapes
begin to ripen and change
color), and harvest all take
place around ten days to
two weeks sooner than
normal. This leads to high-
er alcohol levels, lower
acidity levels, and less
refined tannins, all of
which affect taste.

Hot  temperatures
during the growing season
also make it more difficult
for those who grow wine
to achieve balance in the
fruit. During the winter,
mild temperatures lead to
vines coming out of dor-
mancy  quicker and
becoming more vulnerable
to frost as a result.

Global warming has
also increased weather dis-
asters. As vines are one of
the most weather-sensitive
agricultural crops, weather
catastrophes can be detri-
mental. Smoke from wild-
fires can easily cover vine-

yards and ruin wines, a
phenomenon that has
already occurred in the
U.S., Australia, and South
Africa. A shortage of rain-
water can decrease the
fruitfulness of wine pro-
duction, while hail can be
extremely destructive.

Droughts and wild-
fires, both of which have
become more common
due to climate change,
have therefore negatively
affected the quality of har-
vests.

Amid this crisis, one
study published in the

journal Nature Reviews
Earth and Environment
shows that around 90 per-
cent of coastal and low-
altitude regions in
California may be unable
to produce good wine if
global warming exceeds
+2°C, reducing the grow-
able surface area of wine.

With increasing tem-
peratures reducing grape
crops and the quality of
wine, researchers estimate
that up to 70 percent of the
world's  suitable wine
regions will become too
warm for production by
the end of the century.
That said, a warmer cli-
mate is expected to boost
production in 25 percent
of current wine regions.

Winemakers have
begun taking adaptive
measures. For instance,
new grape varieties are
being used as they are bet-
ter suited to climate
change. Growers can also
plant on differently orient-
ed slopes that receive less
sun and more wind, or
slopes at higher altitudes
to mitigate temperature
increases.

While these measures
may come at high costs,
they are now crucial to
preserving the prosperity
of wine production world-
wide.

EarthTalk® a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to:
question@earthtalk.org

Things your family should
know in a medical emergency

Ten things every family should know

in a medical mergency.

* Learn CPR before you need it.
e Call 911 immediately. Don't wait to

"see if they get better."

e Put your phone on speaker. This lets
you keep both hands free while following
the dispatcher's instructions.

* Unlock the front door before EMS
arrives and send someone outside to meet

first responders.

¢ Know where the nearest Automated
External Defibrillator (AED) is. Many
schools, gyms, churches, airports, com-
munity centers, and office buildings have

them.

e Create a family emergency plan.

Decide in advance who will call 911, meet

first responders outside, gather medica-
tions and medical information, and care

for children or pets.

e Make sure your house numbers are
visible at night.

* Teach everyone in the family where
emergency medications are stored.

¢ Talk with older relatives about their

medical history and wishes before an
emergency happens.

* Keep a current list of medications,
allergies, and medical conditions in an

easy-to-find place.

Juster
earns
dean’s list

Carthage Col-ege
in Wisconsin recog-
nizes Chase Juster
from Wilmington, for
his academic achieve-
ment and being
named to the Spring
2026 Dean's List.

Dean's List honors
are accorded to
Carthage students who
achieve a minimum
3.5 grade-point aver-
age.

HELP FOR VETERANS

BE THE ONE is the suicide
prevention part of the
American Legion. Vets can call:
779-206-8391, The Wilmington
Help Line to talk with a Veteran
who has had PTSD. There is help,

only a phone call away.

In an emegency call the Veterans
CRISIS LINE 988 THEN PRESS 1

CLUES ACROSS
1. Microgram
4. Fixed charge
7. Each

13. Japanese city

16. Hat

8. Feeling of humiliation
10. Coat with sticky substance
12. Powerful “Severance” family

14. “Pulp Fiction” actress Thurman

17. Place where rockers work

19. Psyche

20. Snakelike fishes

21. Where people live

25. Body part

26. Old towel

27. One’s essential being

29. Japanese alcoholic beverage
30. Boxing's GOAT

31. Wet muddy ground

32. Christian Laettner is one
39. A place to store lawn tools

Sonia

ber

8. Ocean

23. Klutz

41. Large tub for liquid

42. Old World lizard

43. One-time European member group
44. Healing student

45. Nuclear weapon

46. “Kiss of the Spider Woman” actress

48. Silk garment
49. About some Norse poems
50. Woman religious community mem-

51. Congressman (abbr.)
52. Two-year-old sheep

CLUES DOWN

1. An insane person

2. “Homeland” actress Danes
3. Buttock muscles

4. US federal agency

5. Birds of prey

6. Electronic communication

9. Terminates

11. Low-pitched sound from a bell
14. Exclamation: yuck!

15. A place to attach a boat

18. Exclamation of surprise

19. Make a mistake

20. Border line

22. Have religious faith

24. Large tree

27. House of __ rulers

28. Red deer

29. Small coin (French)

31. Popular sandwich

32. 10-year period

33. Not good

34. Government lawyer

35. Egypt's intelligence agency
36. Without an occupant or incumbent
37. Stain with one’s hands

38. Crippling

39. One point east of southeast
40. Large, united groups

44. __ and cheese

47. Alcoholic beverage
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BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Year in and year out,
the Coal City football team
is a formidable opponent.
Throughout the last 48
years, they've had a win-
ning record 41 times.

The last three seasons,
they have won multiple
playoff games only to fall
to the eventual state cham-

pion.
With the senior duo of
quarterback Connor

Henline and running back
Logan Natyshok returning,
the rest of the Illinois
Central Eight conference
will be having nightmares
all season long.

The two combined for
59 touchdowns last season
and 3,910 total yards.

"We want to maximize
our opportunities and take
the next step in those big
games. The guys are well
aware of the games that we

came up short in," said
head coach Francis
Loughran.

"They are the ones
that said in the offseason
they have high expecta-
tions and want to be able
to do what they can to be
successful in those tougher
games."

Henline completed
107 of 204 passes for 2,035
yards, 29 touchdowns and
only four interceptions
helping the Coalers offense
average a stout 40.5 points
per game.

"Henline is almost like
a coach on the field right
now. He knows the offense.
He knows how to lead. He's
a positive role model and
holds a high standard for
those guys. That's one
aspect that I think he does
excellent at."

"He's a talented pass-
er, but he's also extremely
talented at taking care of
the football, which I think
sometimes gets over-
looked. You look at all the
passing numbers and
touchdowns, but he does a
great job of of making
smart decisions. With our
option offense, he knows
when to give, when to
throw, things of that
nature."

The other half of the
dynamic duo is Natyshok
who took his opportunity
and ran with it, pun
intended. He accounted
for 121 carries for 1,277
yards and 23 touchdowns

and also caught 24 passes
for an eye-popping 598
yards and seven touch-
downs.

"As a running back, I
feel like it took me a few
weeks last season to really
find my identity as a ball
carrier. This year I know
my abilities and how to uti-
lize them in the best ways
to lead our team to suc-
cess," said Natyshok.

Loughran expects him
to be a workhorse for the
Coalers this season.

"We have other guys
that are going to carry the
ball, but we're going to try
to get him the ball,
whether it's handing it off
or in the passing game,
and then on top of that,
he's going to play some
defense this year. We're
just trying to use his ath-
leticism and his strength as
much as we can for the
team."

Senior offensive/
defensive lineman Emmett
Easton is entering his
fourth year on varsity and
brings a wealth of experi-
ence. He recorded 66 tack-
les, eight for loss and six
sacks last season. The trio
of Easton, Henline and
Natyshok figure to be the
main leaders on both sides
of the ball.

"Even last year I saw
myself as a leader by exam-
ple, but this year it is much
more vocal and real. Me
and Henline have extreme
confidence in our abilities
running the offense and
our teammates are able to
leach off of that energy,"
said Natyshok.

Other top returning
players are seniors Aiden
Scrogham (running
back/linebacker), Brody
D'Orazio (offensive/defen-
sive lineman), Sean Bergin
(offensive/defensive line-
man), Ty Christopher (tight
end/defensive lineman)
and Tyler Phillips (running
back/linebacker).

"Scrogham had a great
year last year on offense,
carrying the ball and in the
passing game. He was able
to make a number of
catches, This year, he's
going to be a a force on
defense, playing line-
backer," said Loughran.

"D'Orazio has been
starting since he was a
sophomore and has done a
great job for two years,
played a lot of games, and
is the leader of the offen-

sive line. He's really physi-
cal and he's going to also
be another guy that goes
both ways."

"Bergen is another
lineman who is a big
strong kid that started last
year for us. Christopher
started all last year at
defensive end and will do
the same this year while
getting some snaps on the
o-line. Phillips is a return-
ing linebacker so there's a
number of guys that have a
lot of experience that we
are going to lean on a bit."

Some guys that got a
lot of time last year but
weren't necessarily start-
ing are seniors Cooper
Morris (running
back/defensive back), Kole
Carpenter (running
back/defensive back) and
Theo  Fritz  (running
back/linebacker).

"I'm excited for Morris
in the secondary. He has
already stepped up and
had a great summer and is
taking on a bigger role,
same thing with Carpenter.
He got some looks last year
and offensively, he was
able to get in the mix run-
ning the ball. Fritz got a lot
of reps last year but will be
taking on a bigger role at
linebacker."

Among the new guys,
sophomore Maddox
Meents and junior Tyce
Farrell will play wide
receiver and defensive
back.

The Coalers open on
the road at Pontiac who
they defeated 40-14 in the
opener last year, before
welcoming Morris back to
town for the home opener
in Week 2.

"Pontiac returns a lot
and we have to go to their
place so that's going to be
a tough opponent and
then Morris lost some guys
but always seems to
reload."

"Those first two weeks
are going to show us exact-
ly where we're at, what we
need to improve on, what's
working well, and really get
us prepared for conference
play."

The conference fig-
ures once again to come
down to Coal City and
Wilmington.

"We know Week 9
against Wilmington is a big
game. They always reload
and return Brysen Meents,
Hunter Kaitschuck and
Declan Moran, to name a

CCHS Fall sports schedules

VARSITY FOOTBALL Sept.17...@Livingston County Invite
Aug. 21 ...@Pontiac.: ................................... 7 p.m @WOIf Cre€k GC e, 1 p.m.
Aug. 28....host Morris... .7 p.m Sept. 21 ..ICE Conf. Tn @Wolf Creek.......10 a.m.
Sept. 4...@Lisle .......... -7PM.  gept. 24 ..Pontiac Indians Scramble
gepi. % é ..lg))}s{t Sgecato{"“ g p.m @Oaks Rivers Edge GC.............. 1 p.m.
ept. 18.. @Reed-Custer. .7p.m BOYS JV GOLF
Sept. 25..host Manteno.........ccceceeeveueevnee 7 p.m . - .
Ocrt). 2......host Peotone Homecoming......7 g.m. Aug. 18...host Lisle-Cinder Ridge........4:15 p.m.
Oct. 9......@ Herscher.......... Aug. 20...host ngscher—Clnder Ridge 4:15 p.m.
Oct. 16....host Wilmington.................c...... Aug. 26 ...@Morris the Creek w/Seneca ...4 p.m.
FRESHMEN FOOTBALL Aug. 27...host Wilmington Cinder R...4:15 p.m.
Aug. 21 ...@Pontiac........ccceoevevueiviiiiiinnens 5p.m Sept. 1...@Manteno.........ccceceeveveunenns 4:15 p.m.
Aug. 28 ...NOSt MOITIS ..cvveeveeciceeeeeee 5p.m Sept. 8....host Streator-Cinder Ridge. 4:15 p.m.
Sept. 14 ..host Lincoln Way West ........5:30 p.m.  Gept. 10..host Reed-Custer-Cinder R..4:15 p.m.
Sept. 21 ..host Yorkville..........c.ccceeuneee 5:30 p.m. BOYS SOCCER
%ir;t-s% "g)ONS;ZS:rIé?ﬁVACC};'&éﬁi """" ggg b 2 Aug. 27...host Serena..........cceeeveeuenvenenene 6 p.m.
OCt. 15, @HerSCher....ov s 10:30 2., AUS: 29...Coalers Soccer ShOOTOUE .....9 a.m.
Oct. 19....host Wilmington .................. 530 pm. AU 31.OLiSe.
VARSITY VOLLEYBALL Sept. 3....host Streator..
Aug. 24 ...@Prairie Central.............cooenee... 7p.m. Sept.9...@Beecher..........
Aug. 27 ..hostMorris.......... ...6 pm.  Sept. 15..@Reed Custer ...
Aug. 29 ...@0ttawa Invite... 8:30am.  Sept. 17..host Manteno...........ccceevvverenee 7 p-m.
Sept. 1....@LiSIe.....riiii s 6p.m.  Sept. 19..host MOITIS ......oorvrrrrrnnnes 11:30 a.m.
Sept. 3....host Streator............... 6pm.  gepg 21,
Sept. 4-5.@Willowbrook Tourn. ................... TBA 55 93
Sept. 8....@Reed Custer............. .6 p.m. ey .
Sept. 10..host Manteno..... .6 p.m. 24,26. .. host Rivals Cup
Sept. 15.. @EI Paso-Gridley... 7pm. Sept. 29. host Peotone ........c.oeeeerveuennenene
Sept. 17 ..host Peotone.......... 6pm. Octl...@Herscher..... :
Sept. 19..@Manteno Invite. .........c..c.coc.ee..... TBA  Oct. 13. . host Grant Park....
Sept. 22 ..@Herscher........... .6p.m. Oct. 15.. @Plainfield South ................. 4:30 p m.
Sept. 24 .host Wilmington. .6 p.m GIRLS GOLF
Sept. 29 .host Lisle ........... 6p.m.  Aug. 24..@Seneca Invite-The Creek........ 1 p.m.
Oct. L.....@Streator. ........... 6p.m.  Aug. 25..@Pontiac Invite Wolf Creek.......1 p.m.
82 g """ %‘ﬁ;ﬁfgg&cuswr g gg}l Aug. 27....host Wilmington Cinder R. ..4:15 p.m.
T e Sk Sept. 1...@Manteno.........ccccceeeveenennee. 4:15 p.m.
Oct. 1. @hoechor.. .. 6bm,  SepL.3...Pontiac Indians Scramble
Oct. 15....host Herscher............cccccoeeue.. ... 6 p.m @Oaks at Rivers Edge GC.......... L p.m.
Oct. 20....@Wilmington.............cvceeeer eveee 6p.m. Sept. 10..host Reed-Custer-Cinder R..4:15 p.m.
FRESHMAN VOLLEYBALL Sept. 16..host Ottawa/Cinder Ridge ...4:30 p.m.
Aug. 24... Sept. 17..Livingston County Invite
Aug. 27... @Wolf Creek Golf Course........... 1 p.m.
Sept. L.... Sept. 21..ICE Conference Tournament
Sept. 3.... ; ) -1 @Wolf Creek Golf Course........ 10 a.m.
gept. g ...ggoﬂgrénvne Bradley/Bourb......TBA Sept 23....Ottawa Girls Golf Invite
Sgg? 1(.).:hos(ieM-anlt12f(§::: @Deer Park Golf Club................ 1 p.m.
Sept. 15..@El Paso-Gridley ... GIRLS TENNIS
Sept. 17 ..host Peotone .................... Aug. 24 .. NOSE MOTTIS vovvvvvvvviivissene. 4:30 p.m.
Sept 19..@0Ottawa Freshman Invite.. Aug 25 ...@IOllet LTAVCT] 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 22 ..@HEersSCher .........cccoeveveveeerennnnne Aug. 26....host Bradley-Bourbonnais ..4:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 .host Wilmington Aug. 28 ...@LaSalle Peru Complex ........... 3 p.m.
Sept. 29 .host Lisle ............ Aug. 29...@LaSalle Peru Complex ......8:30 a.m.
Oct. 1.....@Streator ............ Sept. 1....host Streator. ..................
Oct. 6......host Reed-Custer ... Sept. 2....@Bishop Mac ..........
Oct. 13 @Peotone . Sept. 5 .. host Coal City Quad
Oct. 15, host Herscher.. Sept. 9 ....@Plalr}ﬁeld South s 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 20....@Wilmington ..........cccoeveverenes Sept. 14..@Providence Catholic .........
BOYS GOLF Sept. 16..@Yorkville..................... ...4:30 p.m.
Aug. 17 ...@Bill Breeden Classic- Sept. 17 ..host Mendota.......c..cccoueueeene 4:30 p.m.
Kankakee Elks CC ........cccoeueee. 1p.m. Sept. 21..@]Joliet Catholic Academy. ...4:30 p.m
Aug. 18...host Lisle Cinder Ridge ....... 4:15p.m.  Sept. 23..@Plainfield Central............... 4:30 p.m.
ﬁu% gg ---%%St HersIchef[ Cif%‘kilET é{idglfA?l? p-m.  Sept. 26..@Lincoln-Way West Invite ........ 8 a.m.
ug. 24...@seneca Invite - the Creek...... pm.  Sept. 28..@St. Bede......ccoeveeeiriennnn 4:30 p.m.
Aug. 26 ...@Morris-The Creek Sept.29...@Princeton 4:30 p.m
W/SENECA. .o 4 p.m. BT Tl Dot ol Ovbroen D
Aug. 27 ...host Wilmington Cinder R. ..4:15 p.m. Oct.6...... @L(eilsalle P eru w/Ottawa .
Aug. 31 ...@Prairie Central-Indian Creek .4 p.m. an Pqntlac ........................... 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 1....@Manteno ...........oceereereeenees 4:15p.m. Oct.8....hostLisle......... - 4:30 p.m
Sept. 8....host Streator Cinder Ridge ..4:15 p.m.  Oct. 10....@Mendota Invite..........cccccco...... 8 a.m.
Sept. 10..host Reed-Custer Cinder R..4:15 p.m.  Oct. 13....host Pontiac ..........ccccevvueunnes 4:30 p.m

Sept. 15..

@Peotone-Green Gardens....4:15 p.m.
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Expectations remain high for Coalers

Photo by Amy Walker

DOUBLE DEFENSE—Coalers Meents and Osipavicius make a tackle furing the football

scrimmage on Friday night.

few.

"I think Peotone is
going to be tough this year.
They return quite a bit.
They were pretty young
last year, and so that's
going to be a benefit for
them. They're always phys-
ical. They always play us
tough, no matter what the
records are. So that that'll
be a tough one.

"Manteno, they seem
like they're back, with pro-
gram numbers and talent,
especially the skill posi-
tions. I know they return a
lot in the offensive line, so
they'll reload themselves."

"Reed-Custer's on the

rise. I really think that they
showed last year that they
took a step, kind of back in
the right direction, as far as
being able to pull out some
close games, and they
return a number of guys.
Herscher was pretty senior
heavy last year, but they
showed some talent at the
lower levels."

A change to this year's
schedule is the IHSA
expanding the playoffs,
adding 128 teams, 16 in
each class. The top 16
teams will receive a first-
round bye. The season is
also starting one week ear-
lier which limits practice

time before Week 1.

"Anytime you imple-
ment a new system, you
have to try to find the best
way to navigate that. Our
guys have adapted well.
They have had a very good
summer and have done a
great job of being focused
whether it's on the field or
in the weight room.

"Football is such a reg-
imented sport, like a rou-
tine sport that I wonder
how that bye is going to be.
It's a giant unknown and it
will be interesting to see
how it plays out."

Photo by Amy Walker

READY TO TAKE the court for the 2026 season is the varsity volleyball team. The Coal City
squad travels to Prairie Central Aug. 24 for the season opener before hosting Morris on

Aug. 27.

Photo by Amy Walker

STRIKE UP THE BAND! The next opportunity Coaler fans will get to tap their feet to music
of the Coal City Marching Band will be Friday, Aug. 28 during the first home football game

against Morris.
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Broadway,

Coal City

“Praud to be se'rv’."g FOLLOW US ON
the community for the OEEED
past 41 years!” () foupmuson

GEO’S DELIGHT

One XLG Calzone and a
Two Topping Medium Pizza

(Limit 1 coupon per party per visit)

Not valid with any other
offer. Plus sales tax.
Expires 08/31/2026 @

815-634-8858

Order online at www.geospizza.net
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