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COALER SPORTS

Miners sweep
Jr. Comets

New teachers
welcomed

Photo by Eric Fisher

FOR MY BROTHER—Volunteer Celia Johnson (right) hands Lane Light and his mother Courtney a bag of school supplies
during the Back to School Bash held Saturday in the city hall parking lot. Event organizer Tammy Moran praised the gen-
erosity of the community and local business who donated enough school supplies to fill 450 bags to give away to 450 stu-
dents. “The community and our corporate sponsors have been amazingly generous,” Moran said. “The Village Christian
Church really helped out by preparing the 450 bags with all kinds of supplies. Not a single child will leave here empty-hand-
ed today.” For Lane, he was excited to take the bag home and give to his older brother who was unable to attend due to
football practice.

I DID IT! Teagan Lopatka weaves through the cones during
the Back to School Bash.

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

A week before the first
day of school, Coal City
District Unit 1 issued a let-
ter to parents warning of a
possible disruption of bus
services by Illinois Central
Bus Company.

The transportation
company, who the district
contracted with in
February for the 2024-2025
school year, is negotiating a
union contract with
Teamsters Local 179 driv-
ers. As of early Tuesday an
agreement had yet to be
reached, setting for a
potential strike by drivers
starting Aug. 26.

“Illinois Central will be
providing bus service for
the start of the school year,
but there is a possibility
that bus services may not
be available on Aug. 26 and
beyond,” Superintendent
Chris Spencer disclosed to
parents. 

“Illinois Central is
updating the District, and
we will provide you with an
update as soon as possible.
Please keep an eye on your
email and school
announcements for more
information.”

Spencer said Saturday
he was hopefully an agree-
ment would be reached
and the Board of Education

and District leaders are
weighing other options if
there is no resolve.

“We expect Illinois
Central will provide bus
service at the start of the
school year,” Spencer
added. “The District is
proactively investigating
alternative transportation
options in case of any dis-
ruptions in services.”

Spencer began the
Unit 1 Board of Education
meeting Aug. 7 by reading a
statement reminding a
crowd of 15 or so drivers
that contract talks do not
involve District No. 1.

“There is a misunder-
standing with some that
the current
negotiations...involve the
district. These negotiations
do not include Coal City
School District. Illinois
Central School Bus and
Teamster’s Local 179 are
not negotiating with
District 1. As stated before
District 1 has a contract
with the bus company and
the expectation is that they
fulfill that contract,”
Spencer said.

The Superintendent’s
statement preceded com-
ments made by Tony
Seminary, Vice President of
Teamsters local 179.

“I just wanted to come
down and address the cur-
rent situation of what's

Student 
busing may 
be disrupted

Photo by Eric Fisher

BABY GOATS! Who knew goats could be so cut? They were
just one of the stops at the petting zoo offered during the
Back to School Bash on Saturday. Giving the goats some
attention are Clarisa Tholl, along with Hailey and Grayson.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES were readily available to any youngsters who attended the Coal City Back to School Bash held
Saturday. Students are lined up to receive a paid of headphones along with standard school supplies.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH

It’s been almost 13
years since the Route 129
exit (238) off Interstate 55
was razed, creating an
inconvenience for travelers
wanting to reach
Wilmington and
Braidwood.

But the plan to rebuild
the interchange and for
revamping the Lorenze
Road (exit 240) brings
renewed hope for commer-
cial growth and will be
made public on Thursday,
Aug. 15, from 3 to 6 p.m.
during an open house.

The Illinois
Department of
Transportation (IDOT) will
host the public hearing
concerning the preliminary
engineering and environ-
mental study (Phase I) for
the I-55 improvements for
both locations.

At the meeting, the
public can watch a video
about the project, explore
exhibits including the pro-
posed improvements,
leave comments, and
make statements to a
court reporter. 

The meeting materi-
als will also be available

on the project. 
Written comments

may be emailed to
LorenzoIL129Study@gmail.
com. Comments received
by Sept. 16 will become
part of the official public
outreach record.

IDOT projects have
three distinct phases. Phase
I (or the project Study) con-
sisting of developing the
project scope, environ-
mental studies, and prelim-
inary design of a project. 

Phase II (Design) con-
sists of refining the design
to develop contract plans
and land acquisition. Phase
III (Construction) consists
of the actual construction
of the project.

The open house will be
held at the William E.
Dugan Training Center –
Local 150, 19800 West
South Arsenal Road,
Wilmington. 

Big plans to
improve I-55
interchanges

SEE BUSING PAGE 2
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Major American

automaker (abbr.)
4. Pressure measurement
7. Two-year-old sheep

10. Indigenous person
from Laos or Thailand
11. Up in the air (abbr.)
12. Actress de Armas
13. Not moving
15. Cool!
16. Bog arum genus
19. Perceptible by touch
21. Type of test
23. Monetary units
24. Collection of various

things
25. Sum of five and one
26. Type of sword
27. Hates
30. Immobile
34. Pie _ _ mode
35. Moved quickly
36. Passenger�s place on

a motorbike
41. A way through
45. Former US Secretary

of Education Duncan
46. Leader
47. Flowing
50. Greetings
54. Remedy
55. Soft lightweight fabric
56. Building material
57. Sea bream
59. A way to cause to be

swollen
60. One and only
61. People get one in

summer
62. Wreath
63. Thus far
64. They __
65. Sea eagle

CLUES DOWN
1. Policemen (French)
2. Toy dog
3. Inflamed colon disease
4. Can�t move
5. Helps little firms
6. Lists of names, sub-

jects, etc.
7. Takes down
8. Makes possible
9. Wife of Julius

Constantius
13. Engine additive
14. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
17. Written account
18. Consumed
20. Something the first

shall be
22. No (slang)
27. Gov�t lawyers
28. Peyton�s little brother
29. Small amount
31. Investment vehicle
32. Fall behind 
33. Midway between

northeast and east
37. Head pain
38. Popular sport in

England and India
39. King Charles�s sister
40. Boat race
41. About fish
42. Maidservant
43. Able to be marketed
44. Tinier
47. Parts per billion (abbr.)
48. Paddle 
4.9 Oneness
51. Bitter chemical
52. Not around
53. Very fast airplane
58. Swiss river

CHILD CARE
PROVIDERS

First United Methodist 
Early Childhood Pre-
school Program has 
open registration for
the school year 2024-
2025. Children 2 (by
August  1st) through 5
may attend. Program
has 1, 2 or 3 day
options. Pre-school is
in session Mon., Wed.,
and Fri. following the
Wilmington school dis-
trict calendar. For addi-
tional information con-
tact Mrs. Paula, pre-
school director at 815-
476-5474. Registration
information  and forms
can be found at
www.fumcwi lm.com 
under the preschool 
heading, or the church 
office from 9am-2pm 
M-F. ck32-34 

HOMES FOR RENT

Wilmington, 1 BR, 
stove, refrigerator 
(courtesy), $850
month. Security
deposit, first month’s
rent and lease. 
No smoking, no pets. 
Utilities not included. 
815-931-9537. ck30-
33

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a
lost pet or lost a pet
in Will County?
Please call Will
County Animal 
Control. We may
have your pet. We
want to reunite your
family, 815-462-
5633. 
fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Nortrac BE-SBS50G 
50” black 3-point hitch, 
category 1 snowblow-
er, $1,500 obo. Call
evenings 815-978-
7592. Great shape
used very little. ca32-
34

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-
tfn

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Lawncare & tree cra-
dling; dog poop re-
moval; inside/outside 
scrap removal; power-
washing - siding, patio, 
sidewalks & driveways; 
gravestone cleaning; 
minor carpentry & 
handyman services. 
Call 779-220-1444. 
cc33-36Mike Collins Roofing, 

re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices.
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for
blown in insulation for
attics from Mike Collins
Roofing. Lic #
104.007296. Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ck21-46

STORAGE

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

WANTED
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VARSITY FOOTBALL
Aug. 30  . .@Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Sept. 6  . . .@Canton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 pm
Sept. 13 . .@Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Sept. 20 . .host Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Sept. 27  .@Peotone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Oct. 4 . . . .host Reed-Custer . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Oct.11  . . .@Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Oct. 18  . .host Herscher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Oct.25  . . .host Manteno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Nov. 1  . . .IHSA Playoffs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Nov. 29  . .IHSA Class 4A State finals . . . . . 7 pm

FRESHMAN FOOTBALL
Aug.30 . . .@Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 6  . . .@Canton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 16 . .@Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Sept. 23 . .host Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Oct. 7 . . . .host Reed-Custer . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Oct. 14  . .@Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 am
Oct. 28  . . host Manteno. . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm

CC GOLF
Aug. 19  . .@Bill Breeden All-Area Classic-
 . . . . . . . . .Kankakee Elks Country Club . . 1 pm
Aug. 20  . .host Lisle- Cinder Ridge. . . . 4:30 pm
Aug. 21  . .host Pontiac-Cinder Ridge  . . . 4 pm
Aug. 22  . .host Prairie Central- 
 . . . . . . . . .Cinder Ridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:15 pm
Aug. 26  . .@Seneca invite-
 . . . . . . . . .The Creek Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 pm 
Aug. 29  . .@Wilmington-High Point . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 3  . . .@Manteno-Aspen Ridge. . . . . . 4 pm
Sept. 5  . . .@Morris w/Seneca-The Creek 4 pm
Sept. 9  . . .@Yorkville-Blackberry Oats . . . 4 pm
Sept. 10 . .host Streator- Cinder Ridge GC . 4:30
Sept. 12 . .host Reed-Custer- Cinder Ridge 4:15 
Sept. 17 . .@Peotone-Green Gardens . 4:30 pm
Sept. 19 . .@Livingston County Tournament 

 . . . . . . . . Wolf  Creek golf course . . . . . . 1 pm
Sept. 23 . .@ICE Conf. Tourn. Wolf Creek 10 am
Sept. 26 . .@Pontiac Indians Scramble-
 . . . . . . . . . Oak’s at Rivers Edge . . . . . . . . . 1 pm
Oct. 2  . . .@IHSA Boys Regional . . . . . . . 10 am
Oct. 7 . . . .@ IHSA Sectional . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Oct. 11-12@IHSA State Finals Bloomington . . . 
 . . . . . . . . . Prairie Vista golf course. . . . . . . TBA

BOYS SOCCER
Aug. 26  . .host Grant Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 pm
Aug. 29  . .host Bishop Mac . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 pm
Aug. 31  . .@TBD Bobcat Shootout . . . . . . . TBA
Sept. 3  . . .@Westmont       . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 4  . . .@Momence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Sept. 5  . . .host Herscher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Sept. 10 . .@Lisle- Benedictine Univ.. . 6:30 pm
Sept. 11 . .@Beecher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 12 . .host Serena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Sept. 17 . .host Plano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Sept. 19 . .host Manteno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Sept. 21 . .host Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 am
Sept. 24-25-26-28. . . . . . . . . . . @TBA Rivals Cup
 . . . . . . . . . Peotone/Manteno . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Oct. 1 . . . .@Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Oct. 3 . . . .host Reed-Custer . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 pm
Oct. 8 . . . .@Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Oct. 9 . . . .@Sandwich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Oct. 19  . .host IHSA Regional . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Oct. 22  . .@IHSA Sectional . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Oct. 29  . .@IHSA Super Sectional . . . . . . . TBA

GIRLS TENNIS
Aug. 24  . .@BBCHS Quad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 am
Aug. 28  . .host Bradley-Bourbonnais . 4:30 pm
Aug. 29  . .host Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:15
Aug. 30  . .@LP Invite Lasalle Peru Complex. . 3 
Aug. 31  . .@LP Invite Lasalle Peru Complex8:30 
Sept. 3  . . .host Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 4  . . .@Bishop McNamara . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 7  . . .host Coal City Quad. . . . . . . . . . 8 am
Sept. 12 . .host Gibson City-Melvin Sibley . 4:30
Sept. 16 . .@Providence Catholic . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 18 . .@Yorkville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 21 . .host Streator/Lisle/Morris . . . . 8 am
Sept. 23 . .@Joliet Catholic. . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 24 . .host Kankakee. . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Sept. 28 . .@Lemont Invite . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 am
Sept. 30 . .@Saint Bede Academy. . . . . 4:30 pm
Oct. 1 . . . .@Princeton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30 pm
Oct. 8 . . . .@Lasalle Peru w/Ottawa. . . 4:30 pm
Oct. 12  . .@Mendota Invite . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 am
Oct. 15  . .host Pontiac. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:15 pm
Oct. 18  . .host IHSA Sectional . . . . . . . . . . 1pm
Oct. 19  . .host IHSA Sectional . . . . . . . . . . 9 am
Oct. 24-25-26 . . . . . . @IHSA State Finals      TBA

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 26  . .@Prairie Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Aug. 29  . .host Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 pm
Aug. 31  . .@ Ottawa Invite . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 am
Sept. 3  . . .@Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Sept. 5  . . .host Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Sept. 6  . . .@Willowbrook Tournament 4:30 pm
Sept. 7  . . .@Willowbrook Tournament . . . 9 am
Sept. 10 . .@Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Sept. 12 . .host Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Sept. 17 @Herscher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Sept. 21 . .@Manteno Classic . . . . . . . . . . . 8 am
Sept. 24 . .host Reed-Custer . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Sept. 26 . .host Manteno . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Oct.  1  . . .host Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Oct. 3 . . . .@Peotone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pm
Oct. 8 . . . .host Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Oct. 10  . .@Wilmington. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Oct. 11  . .@TBA Montini Tournament . . . 5 pm
Oct. 12  . .@TBA Montini Tournament . . . 8 am
Oct. 14  . .@Beecher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 pm
Oct. 15  . .host Herscher . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Oct. 17  . .@Reed-Custer  . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Oct. 22  . .@Manteno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:15 pm
Oct. 28-29-30 . . . . . . IHSA Regional      6:15 pm
Nov. 15  . .@IHSA State-Red Bird Arena . . . TBA
Nov. 16  . .@IHSA State-Red Bird Arena . . . TBA

FRESHMAN VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 26  . .@Prairie Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Aug. 28  . .host Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 3  . . .@Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 5  . . .host Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 10 . .@Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 12 . .host Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 17 . .@Herscher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 21 . .@Ottawa FR Invite . . . . . . . . . . 9 am
Sept. 24 . .host Reed-Custer . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 26 . .host Manteno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Sept. 28 . .@Lasalle Peru FR Quad. . . . . . . 9 am
Oct.  1  . . .host Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Oct. 3 . . . .@Peotone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Oct. 8 . . . .host Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Oct. 10  . .@Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Oct. 12  . .@Sandwich Invite . . . . . . . . . 8:30 am
Oct. 15  . .host Herscher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Oct. 17  . .@ Reed-Custer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm
Oct. 22  . .@Manteno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pm

CCHS Fall sports schedules

Photo submitted

COAL CITY MINER John Viano pushes his way into the endzone to score a touchdown
against Reed-Custer on Sunday.

It was a perfect day for
the Coal City Miner junior
football teams on Sunday
as they traveled to Reed-
Custer to start the season
with a win at all four levels.

The Miners won the
Superlight game 13-0, the
Lightweight contest 19-0,
Junior Varsity 20-0, and
Varsity 20-0

On Superlights, offense
was led by Cole Coleman,
who scored a touchdown in
the 1st quarter and had
most rushing yards, and
Levi Hennessy who scored
a touchdown in the 2nd
quarter and scored the
extra point. 

The offensive line had
a great day with good
blocks. On defense the
team earned the shutout
13-0 including two
turnovers by Levi Hennessy
and Adam Calderon.
Hennessy and Calderon led
the team in tackles with 7
each. Cooper Lardi forced a
fumble and also had 6 tack-
les. 

On Lightweights,

offense was led by Keagan
Douglas and Drake Figge
each with scores.  The
offensive line worked hard
with some great blocks to
allow the Douglas touch-
down run. Newman scored
with a punt return and had
some other good returns.

Offensively, Figge and
Brady Loughran had solid
runs from the backfield.
Defense was led by TJ
Wagner, Loughran and
K a m d e n
Martino. Loughran had a
forced fumble and Martino
and Wagner with multiple
tackles for loss.  Great
defense all around to shut
out the Jr Comets, 19-0.

The JV Miners got the
shutout thanks to the
offense doing a great job
blocking. Touchdowns
were scored by Easton
Horath, John Viano and
Zack Babcock. Cooper
Winke kicked the extra
points. 

Defense came to play.
Our defensive line was fir-
ing on all cylinders led by

Bryson Male, Blake Jones,
and Carter Thill.

The Miners Varsity put
up 20 unanswered points
on their first season win
over Reed-Custer. 

Running back Levi
Marshall put on the Miners
first set of points with a TD
scramble. Kicker Spencer
Vaira split the uprights giv-
ing the Miners a 8-0 advan-
tage. 

The next touchdown
came from quarterback
Maddox Meents with an
impressive 30-yard scram-
ble. The Miners took a 14-0
lead. The final touchdown
drive was capped off with
Miguel Nunez’s run to put
the Miners up, 20-0. 

The defense was led by
defensive end Frank Roehr
and linebackers Max
Christensen and Connor
Rodriguez. The trio
amassed most of the tack-
les for the Miners.

The Miners travel to
Wilmington on Saturday,
Aug. 17 to take on the
Bobcats in week 2.

Coal City Miners sweep
Jr Comets for starters
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