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CORRESPONDENT

The Village of Diamond is using pro-
ceeds from video gaming to offset an
increase in water rates for residents. 

Costs for water use are typically about
$50 every month for homeowners, but
that amount is increasing to just under
$56. The rate increase is necessary for the
village to qualify for a $1.5 million com-
munity development block grant from the
U.S Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

Diamond Mayor Terry Kernc said the
village needs the funds to replace an aging
water main north of Route 113.

“[Diamond residents] will not pay
that additional cost,” Kernc said Monday,
adding that she expects the new rate to
take effect in August. Residents will see a
credit on their bills that comes from the
money the village receives from video
gaming. 

The village board discussed the issue
at their meeting on June 23 and have
already started the permit and grant appli-
cation process. The grants, which do not
require municipalities to provide match-

ing funds, are used to repair and replace
outdated utilities and infrastructure.

Upgrading the water system in
Diamond has been a recent priority, the
mayor said.

“We just spent $600,000 about two
years ago to replace a water main [on the
south side] of the village,” Kernc said. A
new water main north of Route 113 will
leave the village “in excellent shape and
prevent any more leaks,” she said.

The village’s water treatment plant,
north of Route 113 and east of Will Road,
was built in 2009. It treats over 200,000 gal-
lons daily.

Revenue from video gaming is divid-
ed among terminal operators, the state
local municipalities and licensed estab-
lishments. There are 9,000 licensed gam-
ing establishments in the state and over
49,000 machines.  

According to the Illinois Gaming
Board, there are 41 video gaming termi-
nals at seven different locations in
Diamond. Over the months of May and
June, those locations saw $339,744 in
wagering activity. The village’s share dur-
ing that period was $17,005. 

Diamond to offset water rate increase with gaming revenue

Photo courtesy Union Pacific Railroad
THE BIG BOY steam locomotive will pass through the area on tracks parallel to Route 53 and Route 66 on Friday, July 17. The tour is part of
Union Pacific’s celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the U.S.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Rail enthusiasts and history
buffs will have a rare opportunity to
witness one of the world's most
famous steam locomotives in history
when Union Pacific's Big Boy No.
4014 rumbles its way through our
area on Friday, July 17.

Restored in 2019, Big Boy is one
of eight giant steam locomotives still
in existence, and the only one in
operation. 

Big Boy's appearance marks one
of the rare occasions the legendary
steam locomotive will traverse
through northeastern Illinois, giving
residents the rare opportunity to wit-
ness American railroad history.

Last March, Union Pacific
Railroad––founded by Abraham
Lincoln in 1862 when he signed the
Pacific Railway Act––unveiled plans
for an East Coast tour in honor of the
country’s 250th anniversary.

“Union Pacific is honored to take
part in the 250th anniversary of this
great nation,” Union Pacific CEO Jim
Vena said.       “Each of these com-
memorative locomotives symbolizes
the important moments in the histo-
ry of Union Pacific and the U.S. Our
shared history shows the vial role
railroads have played and will con-
tinue to play for generations to
come.”

The grand tour
Big Boy is touring as part of

Union Pacific's America 250
Celebration, commemorating the
nation's 250th anniversary.
According to Union Pacific's pub-

Big Boy to chug through area

SEE BIG BOY PAGE 2

The Coal City School
District will host walk-in
registration for students
new to the school district
on Thursday, July 9 from
7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and
Tuesday, July 14 from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m.

The first step to regis-
ter is to complete pre-regis-
tration online through the
New Student Registration
link located on the district
website at www.coalci-
tyschools.org. Be sure to
read through the informa-
tional page for additional
requirements. 

Before a student can

attend, families must pro-
vide proof of residency; dri-
ver’s license or state ID
[does not need the correct
address, but needs to be
valid], and Illinois State
Board of Education
Student Transfer Form
issued by prior school
[does not apply to students
who are entering Illinois
from another state or new
Pre-K/Kindergarten stu-

Registration starts
Thursday for new
Coal City students

SEE NEW STUDENTS PAGE 2

BY ROSE PANIERI

STAFF WRITER

After years of negotiations and a
few false starts, construction of a
new Pilot Travel Center in Gardner is
finally becoming a reality.

Gardner Mayor Mike Serena
provided an update on the long-
awaited project during a recent
appearance on WCSJ's “People Are
Talking,” stating  the development
will bring new jobs, increased tax
revenue and additional economic
opportunities to the village.

The travel center will be built on
approximately 5.5 acres of village-

owned property near Interstate 55,
just north of Gardner Road, west of
Illinois Route 129 and east of the
interstate.

Serena told WCSJ that the village
originally hoped to attract a grocery
store to the highly visible site but was
unsuccessful despite extensive out-
reach.

"We tried to get grocery stores
there," Serena said. "I personally
went to different places and tried to
woo them. We had all kinds of deals
set up. Nobody would take it. They
all said there wasn't enough foot
traffic."

Guessing game

Pilot first expressed interest in
the property several years ago before
abandoning plans, leaving village
officials uncertain whether the proj-
ect would ever materialize.

"They offered us money for it,
and then out of nowhere they just up
and left," Serena said. "We kind of
thought maybe they were dangling
the carrot in front of Dwight. Then
they didn't build there either."

After the company revisited the
project, Serena admitted he
remained cautiously optimistic until
construction plans became final.

"I was excited, but not really
because I've been to this dance
before," he said. "They finally went

Pilot Travel Center will 
bring 40 jobs to the area



The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, July 8, 2026, page 2 WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

The Coal City Courant
USPS No. 120-060

Published weekly, 52 times a year, on
Wednesdays by

G-W COMMUNICATIONS, INC., 
271 S. Broadway St.
Coal City, IL 60416

Periodicals postage paid at Coal City, Illinois

Postmaster: 
Send address changes to:
Free Press Newspapers; 

111 S. Water St.; Wilmington, IL 60481

Subscription rates: $46 Grundy & Will
counties; $53 other Illinois counties and $60
out of state

G.W. Communications, Inc publishes
the weekly subscription newspapers named
The Free Press Advocate, The Braidwood
Journal and The Coal City Courant. 

Advertising and Business Offices:
• 111 South Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481

(815) 476-7966
• 271 South Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416

(815) 634-0315 

Deadline for The Free Press Advocate,
Braidwood Journal and Coal City Courant

Display Advertising: Friday, noon
News and Classified Advertising: 

Monday, noon

E-mail: News & News Photos:
news@fpnusa.com

Ads & Artwork: graphics@fpnusa.com

©2026 All news, photographs and
advertising material used in this publication
are the property of G-W Communications,
Inc.  Use of the material without the consent
of G-W Communications, Inc. is strictly pro-
hibited.  Violators of this property right are
subject to legal action.

Eric D. Fisher, publisher

Coal City CUSD#1 to hold hearing 
on fiscal year budget

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Board of Education of School District
No. 1 in the County of Grundy/Will, State of Illinois, that the Budget for said
School District for the Fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026, will be on file and con-
veniently available for public inspection at 550 South Carbon Hill Road, Coal City,
Illinois from and after 8:00 a.m. on Monday, July 13, 2026.

NOTICE IS FURTHER HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing on said
Budget will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday the 2nd day of September 2026,
at the Coal City CUSD #1 District Office, 550 South Carbon Hill Road, Coal City,
Illinois.
Dated this 8th day of July 2026.

Board of Education of School District No. 1 in the County of Grundy/Will, 
State of Illinois.
By: Cynthia Klein
Secretary, Board of Education

Coal City Community Unit School District #1
Published in the Coal City Courant on July 8, 2026.

lished schedule, Big Boy No. 4014 will depart South
Holland, IL at 9 a.m. before traveling southwest across
Illinois.

The locomotive is estimated to travel through the
region between 9:50 and 10:20 a.m. However, Union
Pacific encourages the public to use its online Steam
Tracker (up.com/about-us/history/steam/track) in the
event of changes or delays.

According to Union Pacific's official America 250 tour
route map, Big Boy No. 4014 is expected to travel through
Wilmington before continuing south through Braidwood,
Braceville, Gardner and onto Dwight. Though there will
be no public stops in the area, folks can catch a gander of
Big Boy as it passes through.

Viewing Opportunities
Public areas near the North Kankakee Street railroad

crossing, where the depot use to be, should provide excel-
lent viewing opportunities in Wilmington. In Braidwood,
public viewing is also available from public areas where
the railroad parallels Route 53. Other strategic locations
include Route 53 and Route 129 roadside locations in
Braceville and in downtown Gardner where parking is
available along Depot and Liberty streets.

Behemoth proportions
Big Boy No. 4014 is the world's largest operating

steam locomotive and the only operational example
among the eight surviving Big Boy locomotives. Twenty-
five of the massive engines were built for Union Pacific
beginning in 1941 to haul heavy freight between Ogden,
Utah, and Cheyenne, Wyoming in support of the nation's
World War II effort.

The locomotive measures 133 feet in length and
weighs approximately 1.2 million pounds. Its articulated,
hinged frame allows negotiation of curves despite its
enormous size. The locomotive’s distinctive 4-8-8-4
wheel arrangement made it one of the most powerful
steam locomotives ever constructed.

After traveling more than one million miles during its
original career, No. 4014 was retired in December 1961.
Union Pacific reacquired the locomotive from the
RailGiants Train Museum in Pomona, California, in 2013
and completed a multi-year restoration in 2019 to cele-
brate the 150th anniversary of the completion of the
transcontinental railroad.

Since returning to service, the locomotive has trav-
eled thousands of miles across Union Pacific's 23-state
rail network as a rolling ambassador for American rail-
road history.

Safety Reminders
Union Pacific urges spectators to stay at least 25 feet

from all railroad tracks, stay off railroad property, and
never assume a track is inactive. Freight and passenger
trains can approach at any time from either direction,
making it essential to observe all railroad safety precau-
tions.

Information and tips
Wilmington is approximately 42 track-miles south-

west of the South Holland yard. Operating at standard
freight speeds of 35 to 45 mph, the train will take roughly
50 to 70 minutes to clear the outer Chicago rail junctions,
pass Joliet, and roll south into this area.

To guarantee a clear view of the rail line while easily
maintaining the required 25-foot safety boundary, con-
sider the north end of the North Island Park which offers
a full view as it crosses the rail bridge over the Kankakee
River.

In Braidwood, the Braidwood Zoo on Route 53 offers
parking as well as the Berkot’s lot and a clear view of the
locomotive as the train passes through.

Big Boy will travel parallel to Route 53/Route 66 to
just north of Pontiac, where the legendary locomotive will
head to Springfield and St. Louis, MO,  ultimately return-
ing to Cheyenne, WY, where the eastern leg of its journey
began back in May.

Big Boy, continued from page 1

for it."
Once completed, the travel center is expected to cre-

ate approximately 40 jobs, ranging from entry-level posi-
tions for students to opportunities for retirees and those
seeking supplemental income.

The facility will include gasoline and diesel fueling
stations, electric vehicle charging stations, truck parking,
a convenience store and a Pilot-branded restaurant offer-
ing both sit-down dining and grab-and-go food options.

Economic development
Beyond the direct employment opportunities,

Serena believes the development will strengthen
Gardner's business community.

"We're excited. I think Pilot's going to be a great part-
ner for us," Serena said. "We've got a Subway there. We've
got Casey's. We have the Gardner Restaurant. Everybody's
going to make money from this. It could even spin off to
another fast-food venture."

Traffic generated by the travel center is expected to
be concentrated near the interstate interchange rather
than through the center of town. Serena said the Illinois
Department of Transportation has established access
requirements directing traffic to Illinois Route 129, mini-
mizing the impact on local streets.

While the village will benefit from additional proper-
ty and sales tax revenue, Serena said the long-term eco-
nomic impact extends well beyond village finances.

The Gardner Village Board has approved multiple
agreements and development-related items tied to the
project during the past two years, helping move the
development toward construction. Village officials have
promoted the site as a key commercial opportunity
because of its location immediately adjacent to Interstate
55. 

Serena said the Pilot Travel Center is expected to
open around Thanksgiving.

Pilot, continued from page 1

The Coal City Board of
Education praised the
work of District Unit #1
teachers who logged
almost 1,000 hours in cur-
riculum work before sum-
mer break.

During the July 1
board of education meet-
ing, they were told of the
teachers from various
departments and grade
levels who completed
summer curriculum work
in June.

Jennfier Kenney, the
district’s director of cur-
riculum and instruction,
noted that educators col-
lectively logged over 950
hours in June 2026, to
strengthen student learn-
ing experiences, focusing
on new assessments,
updating curriculum and
converting over to the
Illinois State Standards.

This important work
plays a vital role in prepar-
ing our schools for the year
ahead and supporting
high-quality instruction
across all grade levels.

Sincere thanks was
extended by Kenney to the
Board of Education for
their continued support in
making this essential work
possible.

In other matters: 
• Superintendent

Chris Spencer and the
Board honored the memo-
ry of staff member Amie
DePodesta, who passed
away on June 25 after a
brief battle with cancer.
DePodesta dedicated 19
years of service to Coal
City Schools, beginning as
a recess aide and conclud-
ing her career as assistant
secretary at Coal City
Middle School. 

Her commitment to
the school community
touched the lives of count-
less students, staff, and
families, and she will be
deeply missed. The Board

extended its condolences
to her family, friends, and
co-workers.

• The Board accepted
the tentative budget and
placed it on file for public
inspection until the sched-
uled public hearing on
Wednesday, Sept. 2. The
tentative budget can be
viewed on the district web-
site within the financial
operations page. 

• Amanda Herrera-
Ford was appointed the
district's Title IX and Non-
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n
Coordinator, Sex Equity
Hearing Officer and
Freedom of Information
Act and Open Meetings Act
officer for fiscal year 2027. 

• Luke Krippel, direc-
tor of student services, was
appointed liaison for stu-
dent records for the
Department of Children
and Family Services for the
2026-2027 school year. 

• The Board approved
the proposal from
Raymond James &
Associates, Inc. to provide
the district with the annual
Continuing Disclosure
Report at a fee of $1,750.

• Board members
approved the job descrip-
tion for the head of tech-
nology, and approved the
transfer of Heather
Kruszewski to the position.

• At the recommenda-
tion of the superintendent,
the Board approved a five
year agreement with ARC
Facilities to provide instant
access to facilities infor-
mation. The annual cost of
the service is $16,500.

• The Regional Office
of Education annual
inspection report was pre-
sented by the superintend-
ent. 

• Supt.  Spencer pro-
vided the Board with an
update on four  FOIA
requests received by the
district. 

• Kenney, director of
curriculum and instruc-
tion, presented the five-
year plan  that will begin
with the 2026-2027 school
year with a focus on math
and continue until all sub-
ject areas have been
reviewed.

• Spencer informed
the Board that Illinois
SkillsUSA State Champion
Blake Ness, a recent high
school graduate, placed
23rd at the National
Competition.

• Employment was
extended to John Cherry,
high school athletic direc-
tor; Kristina Lardi, math
interventionist for the dis-
trict, and Renee Bergmark,
food server at the high
school. 

Employed as perma-
nent substitute teachers
for the 2026-2027 school
year were—Gabriel Barla,
early childhood center;
Peggy Feeney, elementary
school; Tarra Draino, inter-
mediate school, and Katie
Hulbert, middle and high
schools. 

Special education
one-on-one aides
employed for the coming
school year were Olivia
Barrientos and Taylor
Oswald, intermediate
school, and  Cassidy
Gazda, middle school.

The transfer of Ashley
Reszel from classroom
aide to library/physical
education aide at the early
childhood center was
approved.

• A 29-day FMLA leave
was approved for high
school social worker
Natalie Casey from
approximately Aug. 31 to
Monday, Oct. 12. 

• Extra-curricular
assignments approved
included—Tracy Fritz, 6-12
ELA department leader;
Aimee Wren, Pre-K-5 ELA
department leader; Colin

Hart, JV boys soccer coach,
and Cade Mueller, sopho-
more baseball coach. 

At the recommenda-
tion of Kenney, the follow-
ing certified staff members
were approved as new
teacher mentors—Andrew
Brimm mentoring David
Lange; Tommy Fatigante
mentoring Margaret [Meg]
Marlin; Robin Fincher
mentoring Alexander
Smith; Rebecca Himes
mentoring Taylor Gunier;
Savannah Jacobs mentor-
ing Natalie Gill; Katie
Ludes mentoring Kristina
Lardi; Kailee Marketti
mentoring Madison
Phillips; Kassandra
Marsala mentoring Natalie
Casey; Brenna Noffsinger
mentoring Jacqualyn
Henrichsen; MaryKay
Stahy mentoring Emily
Bonnell; Angie Phillips
mentoring Jennifer
Durkee; Sarah Veronda
mentoring Moree Harney,
and Lori Watson mentor-
ing Kristin Wills. 

• Supt. Spencer
reported Nathan Conrad
and Ryan Wisneski, stu-
dents at Illinois State
University, will complete
their student teaching in
Coal City this fall. Conrad
will work with physical
education teachers
Branden Petersen and
Mark Masters, while
Wisneski will be working
with Dave Sinkular at the
high school. 

The next monthly
meeting of the Board of
Education  will take place
on Wednesday, Aug. 5 with
a Study Session of the
Whole meeting scheduled
for Wednesday, Aug. 29.
Meetings of the Board are
held at the District
Administration Center, 550
S. Carbon Hill Rd.,  begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

Coal City teachers put in the
time to update curriculum

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The Coal City Public
Library District is set to
receive a $32,073 state
grant to improve security
through a new statewide
library security initiative.

Library Director Leah
Bill said she was surprised
and delighted to learn of
the grant.

“Because this grant is
for security, we’re planning
to upgrade and add addi-
tional security cameras,”
Bill said. “We also plan to
install additional door
controllers and enhance
our internal network.”

Coal City was the only
library district in our read-
ership area to receive this
grant.

Threats to freedom
Funding was

announced by the Illinois

Secretary of State's Office
as part of more than $3.6
million in grants to
improve public library
facilities, increase accessi-
bility, and strengthen secu-
rity for library patrons and
staff.

Nearly $2.8 million of
the total funding will be
distributed through the
newly created program
which will provide grants
to 60 public libraries across
Illinois.

The grant program
was established following a
series of bomb threats
directed at Illinois libraries
in 2023. The threats forced
evacuations and prompted
law enforcement respons-
es in communities
throughout the state, high-
lighting the need for
enhanced security meas-
ures.

“Libraries are one of
the best investments we
can make in our communi-
ties,” Giannoulias said in
June. “They help children
discover a love of reading,

connect job seekers with
new opportunities, provide
critical access to technolo-
gy, and serve as trust
spaces for millions of
Illinoisans.”

Public safety
According to the

Secretary of State's office,
the grants can be used for
projects including security
assessments, surveillance
cameras, motion sensors,
silent alarms, access-con-
trol systems and staff train-
ing designed to improve

emergency preparedness
and public safety.

“We must join togeth-
er to stand up to fringe ele-
ments that resort to threats
of violence and seek to
destroy the fundamental
freedoms that our nation
was founded on,”
Giannoulias said.

Alexi Giannoulias
spearheaded the legisla-
tion creating the grant pro-
gram, saying it was
designed to help libraries
address evolving security
challenges.

Coal City Library to receive state 
grant for security improvements

dents]. 
This can be done

during the new student
in-person registration
that will take place at each
academic building.

Intermediate School
registration will be held at
the Elementary School
and Early Childhood

Center will be at the
District Administration
Center due to ongoing
mechanical projects.

Families with stu-
dents in multiple build-
ings only need to visit one
school to complete regis-
tration. 

Registration for
returning students for
the 2026-2027 academic
year is open and accessi-
ble on the district web-
site www.coalci-
t y s c h o o l s . o r g .
Registration information
is located within the
Parent tab.

New students,
continued from page 1

Attorney Black files 
Varland estate 

claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2026  PR 50

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF
ERLING JAY VARLAND,
DECEASED 

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of

the death of Erling Jay Varland.
Letters of office as Independent
Executor were issued to Patricia
Tesdal, N 4385 State Road 89,
Jefferson, Wisconsin 53549,whose
attorney is FRANK J. BLACK, BLACK
& BLACK LAWYERS, 201 Liberty
Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois
60450. The Resident Agent for the
Independent Executor is Frank J.
Black, 201 Liberty Street, Suite 211,
Morris IL 60450.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Grundy County Courthouse,
111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450, with the representative, or
both, within six months from the date
of the first publication of this notice or,
if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.

Patricia Tesdal
Independent Executor

Frank J. Black 
Black & Black Lawyers
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City
Courant on June 24, July 1 and 8,
2026.  

Hometown Storage to 
dispose of property

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-
634-3333 hereby is asserting a
Possessory Lien in pursuant to your
contract and the State of Illinois Self-
Service Facility Act.

Tenant: Sebrina Beach, PO Box
2, 202 S. Peck St.,Gardner, IL 60424.

If unpaid rental charges, late
fees and associated charges are not
paid for in full by Aug. 1, 2026, the
property within Unit #G21 will be sold
to satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on July 8 and 22, 2026.

Hometown Storage to 
dispose of property

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-
634-3333 hereby is asserting a
Possessory Lien in pursuant to your
contract and the State of Illinois Self-
Service Facility Act.

Tenant: David Miller 111 W.
Waupansie, Dwight, IL 60420

If unpaid rental charges, late
fees and associated charges are not
paid for in full by Aug. 1, 2026, the
property within Units #G43, G53, E80
and E81will be sold to satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City
Courant on July 8 and 22, 2026.
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Students of area history
know that coal mining meant
coal-mining injuries.  But the
other side of that coin, meant
business for men of medicine,
whether legitimate or not.

The earliest reference to
any type of medicine men was
very early in local history.  On
August 6, 1865 the Wilmington
Advocate reported the follow-
ing, “A prominent physician of
this city has said that with
three weeks of dry weather, there would
not be doctors enough in Braidwood to
attend the sick.”   Just who that prominent
doctor was or what dry weather has to do
with it, we do not know, but it shows that
doctors were some of Braidwood's earliest
citizens.

But were they legitimate physicians,
or were they quacks?   The next reference
to doctors I found may answer that ques-
tion.  

In August of 1872 the Joliet
Republican reported the following, “A cer-
tain physician (?) of Braidwood is reported
as having discovered a new remedy in the
world of cures.  An infant was sick but all
his professional wisdom failed to discover
the cause; medicine failed and as a last
resort he fell back upon the powerful cure

of witchcraft, had four black
cats skinned and the poor lit-
tle sufferer wrapped tightly in
the skins.  The funeral was
attended by most of the
friends of the family.”  

The Wilmington
Advocate reprinted the article
and asked if anyone in
Braidwood could verify the
story.  As far as I know, no one
could.

I do know of one very
serious doctor who practiced in
Braidwood.  Dr. E. R. Willard was the son
of one of Wilmington's earliest citizens
and prominent doctor himself.  We hear of
Willard's work in March of 1875, “Dr. E. R.
Willard, of Wilmington, lately amputated
the leg of Mr. John Blair, injured by being
caught in cage of “E” shaft.  On Saturday
last, while working in “G” shaft, Benj.
Morrison was in some manner caught
between the loaded cars, causing a bad
fracture of the thigh and dislocation of the
knee.”

This speaks of amputation.  It is by far
the most common practice mentioned in
the newspaper file from Braidwood in the
19th century. 

Sometime the accident itself caused
amputation. Such as in 1876 when we

read, “Our worthy station agent, Mr.
Corey, of the C. & A. R. R., had two fingers
of his right hand mashed, on Wednesday
morning, while coupling cars. The middle
finger was amputated just above the first
joint. The miserable cars that are sent into
this place was the cause of the accident.”

About the same time that Willard was
practicing, the infamous Dr. Le Caron was
also earning his living in medicine.  It
turned out later that he was a British spy,
looking at the many Irish organizations in
Braidwood.  But, despite that, he appears
to have been very competent.  

We read in October of 1875, “About
midnight Tuesday last, a wedding ball at
Jas. Kane's saloon ended in a shooting
affray - Hugh Carney being shot by a
stranger from Maryland named Maloy, for
some fancied or real insult.  The bullet
went in at the nose passing through the
cheek behind the eye from which delicate
place Dr. Le Caron extracted it; it is a pret-
ty close call.”

Until 1879 regular physicians cared
for dental patients.  But in August of 1879
we read in the Braidwood section of the
Wilmington Advocate, “Dr. E. D. Keef, den-
tist, will be at the Caledonian House on
Aug. 20, to remain one week.”  Itinerant
dentists were commonplace at that time.  

By 1880 another doctor is mentioned

in the news, and both seem to have been
quite competent.  We read in the Joliet
News, “Last Saturday Dr. Campbell of this
city, and Dr. Backus, of Braidwood, per-
formed the operation of lithotomy upon a
little boy, two years old, residing at
Braidwood.  The stone which was
removed from the bladder, was half as
large as a hen's egg.  The little fellow stood
the operation nicely, and at last accounts
was doing well.” 

That is most impressive for the time.
Especially when you consider that the
operation was probably performed in the
boy's home.

Several other doctors are mentioned
in 1880, one of them, Dr. Gray, started his
practice in his hotel suite at the
Caledonian.  Dr. Gray seems to have been
a quack and later was known more for his
antics in the saloon than in the office.

Another mention of a Braidwood
doctor seems puzzling to me.  We read on
September 10, 1880, “On Monday Dr.
Cottel successfully abstracted a small
lizard, or species of snake, from a young
lady in this city.”  Just where did Dr. Cotell
extract this lizard or snake from?  And how
did it get there?  I am afraid the answer to
these questions is lost to history.

Is there a doctor in the house?

Check online event calendar at
ccpld.org for a description of the events
and to register.

Check out our digital services avail-
able 24/7 on our website at
www.ccpld.org.

In-Person Adult Exercise, Mondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-10 a.m. First
half hour is cardio and the second half is
weights, resistance band and strength
training. 

Thursday, July 9
10:30am - Family Lapsit 
11:30am - Summer Tots 
12-7pm - Laki Hawaiian Ice Truck -

will be here in the Library's south park-
ing lot selling a variety of flavors of their
shave ice. Make sure to stop and buy a
cool treat.

1pm - Jr. Artists
3-4:30pm - Story Stroll in the

Garden - Families can join us in the gar-
den area to read the story "Here We Go
Digging For Dinosaur Bones" while
doing fun activities along the way.

Register only the child participating.  
Friday, July 10
9pm - Movie in the Park at Coal City

North Park - The Library in collabora-
tion with the Village of Coal City will
show the movie "Zootopia 2." Popcorn,
water and candy will be served.  

Monday, July 13
Summer Reading Challenge

“Unearth a Story” ends - so turn in your
log sheets or enter your progress into
Beanstack so you don't miss out.

10am - Country Meadows Book
Group

10am-7pm - Adult Make and Take
Craft

Tuesday, July 14
9am-4pm - Paper & More
6:30-8pm - CCPLD Board Meeting
Wednesday, July 15
9am-12pm - Senior Health

Insurance Program 
10am - Story and Play Time  
6pm - Evening Bingo 

Coal City Public Library calendar

The Braidwood
Summerfest Carnival is
right around the corner.
That means it’s time to to
get your ride armbands
early and save some
money.

Ticket sales are under-
way through Thursday, July
16 at 3p.m. before the mid-
way opens. Unlimited ride
armbands are $25 each, a
savings of $5 when pur-
chased ahead of time. 

These arm bands can
be used on one of the fol-
lowing sessions:

Thursday, July 16, from
5 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Friday,
July 17,  from 6 p.m. to 11
p.m.; Saturday, July 18,
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. or 6
p.m. to 11 p.m.; and
Sunday, July 19, from 2 p.m.
to 6 p.m. or 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

We will once again be
offering the Mega Pass
wristbands. They are $70
each. On the midway they
will be sold for $80 each.
These special wristbands

may be utilized for the
entire time of the carnival.
Mega Pass wristbands must
remain on the person’s
wrist for the entire duration
of the festival in order to be
valid. 

The First Presbyterian
Church of Braidwood is
coordinating the pre-sale
campaign and will receive a
percentage from every pre-
sale armband and mega
pass sold in advance. Not
only are you helping your-
selves you are helping the
Braidwood Lions Club and
the Presbyterian Church.

These pre sales items
are available at these fine
locations. In Braidwood at
Berkot’s Super Foods, Ace
Harware, Hairagain, Rockin
Robin’s Hair Salon, Fossil
Ridge Library and
Braidwood City Hall.

In Godley at Clip & Sip
Hair Salon and Shelley’s
Hair Salon. In Diamond at
Midland State Bank.

Summerfest 
ride armbands 
on sale now

Organizers are already
gearing up for another suc-
cessful Back to School Bash
and are calling on local
businesses, organizations
and community members
to help ensure Coal City
students start the new
school year with the sup-
plies they need.

The Coaler Drive
Festivals and Events
Committee has announced
that the 2026 Back to
School Bash will be held
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 1, at
Campbell Park, 580 S.
Broadway in Coal City.

The annual event pro-
vides school supplies to
students in Coal City
School District Unit 1, serv-
ing children from kinder-
garten through high school.
Committee members are
currently seeking financial
sponsors, supply donations
and community support to

help make the event a suc-
cess.

Every little bit helps,
organizers noted in promo-
tional materials for the
event, encouraging resi-
dents and businesses to
contribute whatever they
can.

School supply dona-
tions can be dropped off at
several community loca-
tions, including Babe's Tap,
Bob's Advanced Auto, the
Coal City Public Library
and Coal City Village Hall.

Those wishing to
donate online can pur-
chase items through the
committee's online supply
drive, with products
shipped directly to event
organizers.

The Back to School
Bash has become a popular
community tradition, help-
ing ease the financial bur-
den many families face as
the start of the school year

approaches. Through
donations and sponsor-
ships, students receive
essential classroom items
such as notebooks, folders,
pencils, markers, glue, scis-
sors and other school
necessities.

Organizers are encour-
aging area businesses to
become event sponsors.
Sponsorship opportunities
help offset event costs
while allowing additional
supplies to be distributed
to local students.

Businesses interested
in supporting the event are
encouraged to contact the

Coaler Drive Festivals and
Events Committee for
information on sponsor-
ship levels and donation
opportunities. Contact the
Coal City Village hall.

With just a month
remaining before the new
school year begins, organ-
izers hope the community
will once again rally behind
local students.

Residents are encour-
aged to mark their calen-
dars for Aug. 1 and help
spread the word.

Coal City Back to School Bash 
seeks sponsors, donations

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Weddings are often
planned for the month of
June since Mother Nature
is typically her most
benevolent. The month is
less likely to put a literal
damper on the blushing
bride, groom and guests.

Unfortunately, this
season, Ma Nature was
apparently out of sorts.
June 2026 ran the gamut
between cold, hot, stormy,
and extremely soggy.

According to the June
climatological summary
from the Grundy County
Emergency Management
Agency Weather Data
Division, the month
packed a  bit of everything

into 30 days. 
The month began on a

relatively cool note, with
the mercury dipping to 51
degrees on June 3 before
steadily climbing into full
summer mode. By June 30,
temperatures peaked at 92
degrees, capping off a
month that averaged a
comfortable 80.2 degrees.

Despite flirting with
summer's hottest days,
June stopped short of triple
digits. There were three
days with temperatures
reaching 90 degrees or
higher, but none climbed
to 100. Perfect for an out-
door wedding, right? Not
exactly.

Nearly 10 inches of
rain –– 9.95 inches, to be
precise –– walloped the
area, with measurable

rainfall recorded on 14
days. The heaviest single-
day rainfall totaled 1.91
inches on June 11.

The weather also kept
emergency managers busy
watching the skies. A peak
wind gust of 49 mph was
recorded on June 10, and
weather logs noted several
days of thunderstorms,
along with damaging
winds and tornado warn-
ings, which everyone is
taking seriously these days.

In the end, June deliv-
ered a classic Midwestern
weather sampler: Cool
mornings, sweltering after-
noons, soaking rains, gusty
winds, and enough thun-
der to keep everyone
glancing at the radar
before firing up the back-
yard grill.

June included 14 days 
of rain in Grundy Co.

The MVK Seniors met
June 16, at noon at the
Mazon American Legion.  A
pre meal prayer was given
by Nancy Johnson and the
meal was catered by
Hoffman House through
Community Nutrition
Nework and served by Lisa
and her volunteers.  Call
CNN to make reservation
for their dinners.  

President Beth Burns
opened the meeting at
12:40 with everyone recit-
ing the Pledge to the Flag
and a moment of silence.
Beth talked about the his-
tory of the flag and flag day.

Secretary Nancy
Johnson read the minutes
from last month and were
approved with corrections.

Treasurer Shirley
Peterson gave her report
and was approved.

Birthdays of Bob Elam
and Joe Nichols were cele-
brated.

It was noted that Coal
City was having USA 250
celebration on June 20.

Next month, July, will
be free and food will be
pulled pork sandwiches,
baked beans, salad, etc.
Beth Burns is bringing
birthday cake. We will have
a speaker at the meeting
talking sbout the Mazon
Sesquicentenial activities
in August.

Door prizes were won
by Joe, Joe, and Shirley.
Next meeting will be July 21

at noon, same place.  A
motion to adjourn was
unanimous.

Euchre and Bingo were
enjoyed.

MVK senior citizens meet
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Look closer
BRAIDWOOD— To the resident on S.

English Street complaining in sound off
about the "code enforcement car" parked
two blocks down from them. Maybe you
need to get your eyes checked because
that vehicle doesn't say anything about
code enforcement. Look closer and you'll
be able to read what it actually says.  And,
fun fact... The Code Enforcement Officer
doesn't live anywhere near there either.
Make sure your facts are correct before
you go making accusations or assump-
tions.  

Golf cart restrictions
BRAIDWOOD—The Braidwood

Recreation Club needs to tell it members
that they cannot drive their golf carts
across the railroad tracks from one side of
town to the other in order to get to the
club entrance or their proposed new golf
cart only entrance.  Golf carts cannot...
repeat... cannot... cross over the railroad
tracks at Main St. or Center St., or drive
down any state, county or township road-
way.  It's against the law.  Golf carts also
cannot cross over on a sidewalk.  The only
legal way for anyone to get their golf cart
across the railroad tracks is to tow it on a
trailer.  So in all reality, only less than 10%
of resident members will actually be able
to drive their golf carts from their homes
to the rec club using this new golf carts
only gate.

Depends on the person
SHADOW LAKES— My name is Dan

Hill. Watching the weather on 2, 5 and 7
and they’re talking about what the heat
really feels like. How does the heat feel to
each individual? They’re saying today feels
like 105. To me it does not feel like that. So
it actually depends on the person.
Weather forecasts are BS. Thank you.  

Data center coming
COAL CITY— So, our so-called lead-

ers kicked us in the teeth, again. Despite
residents overwhelmingly not wanting a
data center, they betrayed us and unani-
mously voted for one. Not only that, but
it's on TIF, so no one benefits except peo-
ple whose pockets are being lined. Vote
these suckers out. They stabbed us in the
back.  

No more excuses
COAL CITY— I just retired a year ago,

I worked for over 45 years. No one gave me
anything, I earned everything through
hard work. I didn't have the fanciest car,
or all the toys like a motorcycle, RV, or
boat. When I started working I got paid
$3.25 a hour and worked my way up to
$21.50 a hour. I worked part time while
going full time to community college. No
student loans, no free housing, no free
phone, no free food, no free heat, electric,
or cable! I am so sick of all these whining
self-entitled brats that think everything is
free!  It's not someone else pays for it. I'm
also sick and tired of self important,
pompous, lying, thieving politicians who
pretend they care for their voters. The
Democrats liberal clowns have been in
control of this state and city of Chicago for
over 50-60 years! Nothing changes... bad
schools, poverty, drugs, violence and
crime. They all say they have the answer
we just need more money! We have high-
est property taxes, highest gas taxes, high-
est sales tax. More fees, more fines, every-
one wants my money! Just leave me alone.
Go get a job, no more excuses!  Kl

What a con man
WILMINGTON— Last week it was

publicly released that President Donald J
Trump made in excess of $1.4 billion in his
first 16 months of his second term. How
about that for him? For those of you that

wisely invested $10,000 on  January 25,
2025 in one of his Trump coins it is now
worth $415. How about that for you? Are
you possibly, maybe, just a teeny weeny
bit seeing the light of what a conman he
truly has been for 80 years? For the hard-
core, go ahead make up some cocka-
mamie excuse to justify in your mind
plain willful ignorance.  

$800 million more
WILMINGTON—July 1 marked the

beginning of the new state fiscal year.
With it came the largest state budget  in
Illinois’ history and nearly $800 million in
new taxes to cover the additional spend-
ing. Billionaire Gov. JB Pritzker and the
Democrat majority in Springfield keep
taxing and spending more and more each
year – it is an unsustainable cycle. The
Governor ignores the warnings and pro-
posed an even bigger budget than last
year's record-setting spending bill.
Democrats in the legislature then rammed
the budget through in the middle of the
night, and raised taxes to make up the dif-
ference. Then they lie about making
Illinois a more affordable place to live.
We're already paying high taxes. There are
people leaving Illinois to avoid all these
tax increases. That just puts additional
burden on those of us who can't afford to
move. The only way this cycle will stop is
by voting them out of office.

Wake up
WILMINGTON— If people keep vot-

ing  Democratic the dollar bill will not say
in God we trust it will say Allah Akbar and
your 14 year old great-grandchild will be
married to a 50 year old man named
Mohammed.  Wake up

We all survived
WILMINGTON—As the celebration

of our 250th Anniversary slowly winds
down just a reminder we all survived. All
of us together. Weather tried to distract
but we are still here. I did notice about 400
White Nationalists in DC tried to be rele-
vant, but again, their right to look as fool-
ish as they want, meh. I also noticed this
administration is trying to introduce a
new/old catch phrase the dreaded " com-
munist" word. Socialist, libtard, and
immigrant are worn out. Just like that kid
in school that wasn't very bright but he
craved attention and had to be loud to be
popular. This world won't have staying
power, it’s no longer 1950. Stay positive,
this mess won't last much longer. His
schtick is getting boring, repeating same
speeches, same lies, same fearmongering
fallacies. Reality is things are too expen-
sive, hard to save a nickel and vacations
are now local destinations or don't hap-
pen. He had two chances to help the mid-
dle and lower class but things got worse.
On the other hand stockholders are happy
and millionaires are buying their fourth
vacation home. Meanwhile in desperation
he is actively trying to disrupt voting in
midterms as a last gasp to hang on to
power. People understand he is another
failed president that only helped himself,
his family and his fat cat friends, notably
in this second term. Time is running out
for him, people had enough, people crave
a fair shake, a piece of that pie and a
morning of just peace and quiet. Enjoy
your day, stay strong, don't fall for his BS
and understand that justice will come for
all who participated, and projected him
from indictments and protection. And
why is he adamant about hiding the
Epstein files? That’s an easy one to answer.

Wants are also needs
BRAIDWOOD—In response to the

person who wrote needs versus wants in
last week’s Sound off. Wants are also
needs. Citizens of Braidwood want to be

proud of the things in the city. Improving
the looks are not only wants, they are
needs. Everybody wants to be proud of
their city. The lights that were put up on
Main Street look amazing, I can't wait to
see what else is done to improve the look
of this city. Infrastructure is also getting
done, but there's nothing wrong with
improving looks along with it.

Like a circus tent
WILMINGTON—The Democratic

Party now calls themselves the big tent
party. They claim to take in all views,
socialists, communist and I think it's
more  like a circus tent,  clowns and freaks.

Why allow fireworks?
WILMINGTON—Fireworks at 10:30

p.m. continuously for 45 minutes? To
Wilmington school officials- Why are you
allowing these fireworks on school prop-
erty?

Smells like garlic
COAL CITY—Nona got her free ice

cream in Coal City and true to her her-
itage, she had to send a gift back to the
Data Center. They liked the idea so much
they said they will do it when the wind
blows from Coal City to South Willy to
bring the town to life. She told them she
heard computers get viruses so do like
they did with kids going to school. Hang
peeled garlic necklaces around the kids’
necks for five days. If it was healthy for the
kids so why not for the computers in the
Data Center. She says a few times a month
the town will smell like everyone is cook-
ing bagna (bunya to Muggles). What a
wonderful world we live in when we think
of something good for our new neighbors
instead of making up stories of hate.

Make believe world
COAL CITY—That is a real word for a

public meeting place where both sides
debate. Not building a wall with anyone
having opposing views. But in Coal City’s
case, it also means a fictitious person
without fame, integrity, or fortune that
lives in a world of make believe. A person
who knows all the answers and only bar
stool ideas of what is best. They have no
clue what makes the world advance and
never pay attention to what humanity has
learned, educated people with, or paid
attention to anything bearing the mark of
academic studies, professional license, or
science. They only praise the voice from
beyond, Facebook.

Get a life

COAL CITY—To the lady who thinks
Coal City is treating data center sewage
water to become drinking water, get a life
besides Facebook.

Buy it
COAL CITY—Suggestion, all you

naysayers, pool money instead of speak-
ing then buy a doghouse and barn instead
of slamming someone for the heck of it.

Conspiracy naysayers
COAL CITY—Is this a Hail Mary pass

in the 4th quarter? Suggesting a one-sided
town Alliance meeting in a public building
held by a coven of conspiracy naysayers is
the solution? How can that be the way to
understand consensus. It is basically flip-
ping the bird to reality.

There sat an ESDA car
BRAIDWOOD—There was a sound

off last week that really intrigued me. So, I
took a ride around town to check it out.
The first inaccuracy I attempted to find
was the code enforcers vehicle. I thought
at one time I had seen the code enforcers’
vehicle was parked in the trailer park on
Center Street. There it was. I far as I know
the city only has one code enforcer car. So,
I decided that the car they were talking
about had to be parked on English Street.
My curiosity was peaked. Score, there sat
an ESDA car in a driveway. As everyone
knows this organization helps both the
fire department and police department
with traffic control and other duties as
needed.  I am pretty sure that this car has
moved several times in the last eight
months. On to the ditch with the flowers.
So, I started to drive north on English
Street. There they were in all their colorful
glory. They are beautiful. They look like
natural wildflowers from Illinois. They
also look like they are planted along the
back of the ditch. Let those bees pollinate.
The last comment was a little harder to
find. Since Division Street and English
Street run parallel to one another it would
be hard to find a corner of Division and
English Street.  As far as I could see there
was no sidewalk blocked on Kennedy and
English, so I continued my slow drive
heading north on English looking at every
corner. It wasn’t until I came to Main and
English that I saw any type of sidewalk
blocked. I guess I must give the person
that one, but maybe a lesson on the streets
of Braidwood would help. Moral to this
story:  Make sure you have your facts
straight before you decide to put them in
writing.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line provided to give readers a chance to voice their opinions.
The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right to edit remarks for taste, length, personal attacks, racism,

threatening, calls for boycotts and libel.
The comments stated are the opinions and ideas of the callers and not that of the newspaper.

Information may not constitute the actual events or facts of a particular topic.
Submissions by email to: courant@gmail.com with “soundoff” in the subject line or visit www.freep

ressnewspapers.com, or call 815-634-0317. Please state the town in which you are calling from or in regards
to. Mail comments to Sound-Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481. There can be only one submission of 250 words or less per person during any given week.

During Catfish days
come to the Mar Theatre,
121 S. Main St.,
Wilmington, on Saturday,
July 25 and see “Wild Hogs”
starring Tim Allen and John
Travolta highlighting a trip
on the Mother Road, Route
66.

Admission is a dona-

tion of a food item for
Kuzma Care Cottage, the
local food pantry. Doors
open at 2:30 p.m. and the
movie starts at 3 p.m.

Concessions will be
available to purchase
Come enjoy a great movie
and support Kuzma.

See a movie to 
support Kuzma

Average gasoline
prices in Illinois have fallen
12.5 cents per gallon in the
last week, averaging
$3.95/g Monday, according
to GasBuddy's survey of
4,378 stations in Illinois. 

Prices in Illinois are
58.3 cents per gallon lower
than a month ago but are
56.7 cents per gallon higher
than a year ago.

The price reduction is
reflected locally, as gas at
all area gas stations was
under $4/g. 

In Wilmington, gas was
$3.61/g at Amoco, $3.63 at
Love’s and up to $3.79/g in

town.
In Braidwood, all

reporting stations were  at
$3.85/g. Same with Coal
City, except at Gas N Wash
which reported $3.69/g.

In Morris, you’ll spend
anywhere from $3.69/g at
Pilot, up to $3.84/g at BP.

Finally, Bourbonnais is
offering gas from $3.59/g at
Gulf, up to $3.71/g at BP.

"Average gasoline
prices fell in nearly every
state over the last week,
with diesel declining in all
50, pushing the national
average to approximately
$3.74 per gallon this July 4
— the third most expensive
Independence Day on
record, but well off the
peak of $4.57 per gallon
seen in May," said Patrick
De Haan, head of petrole-
um analysis at GasBuddy.

"GasBuddy is now
tracking 41 states with
average gasoline prices
below $4 per gallon, while
37 states are seeing average
diesel prices below $5.
However, continued
Ukrainian attacks on
Russian refinery infrastruc-
ture have forced Russia to
shift from fuel exporter to
importer, tightening global
supplies and putting
upward pressure on crack
spreads — explaining why
pump prices haven't fallen
as sharply as oil prices
might suggest. Until the
refining supply picture
improves, significant fur-
ther drops at the pump
may be limited."

The lowest price in the
state is $3.09/g while the
highest is $5.99/g.

Price at pump falling

WHS Class 
of 1976 to
hold 50-year
reunion

Wilmington High
School Class of 1976 is hav-
ing a class reunion on Aug.
1, at the Wilmington VFW
from 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Looking for contact infor-
mation of graduates.

Please contact Jodi
Roark (815) 557-8584 or
Gary L. VanDuyne (779)
227-9013. Email:
Jroark76e906.com or van-
duyne110@comcast.net
Facebook: Wilmington
High School Class of “76”



Morris Hospital is
offering a Babysitter's
Training Course for youths
age 11 and older on July 10
or August 6 from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. in the training class-
room at Shabbona School,
725 School St., Morris. 

The class is a great
opportunity for those inter-
ested in acquiring the
information and education
needed for a safe babysit-

ting experience including
interviewing for a babysit-
ting job, choosing safe and
age-appropriate toys and
games, performing first aid,
practicing diapering and
feeding techniques, and
handling bedtime issues.
Participants should bring
their own lunch and an
afternoon snack. 

Those who complete
the course will earn certifi-

cation in American Red
Cross Babysitter's Training
and American Heart
Association Infant and
Child CPR.

The class fee is $60,
and the class size is limited
to 10 students. Registration
can be completed online at
www.morrishospital.org/ev
ents. Select the Kids Classes
category. 
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Dear EarthTalk: How
are conservationists encour-
aging reforestation in the
Amazon?

Peter Smyth, Tempe, AZ

The Amazon
Rainforest covers eight mil-
lion kilometers of land and
spans nine countries across
South America, making it
the world's largest rainfor-
est.

The Amazon is home
to 400 billion trees, con-
tributing greatly to global
carbon storage and climate
regulation. In addition, 10
percent of the Earth's
known species live in the
Amazon, which also pro-
vides essential food and
medicine to nearby com-
munities. 

Despite such over-
whelming benefits, the
Amazon is gradually
becoming barren land.
According to Global

Citizen, a leading interna-
tional advocacy organiza-
tion, 20 percent of the rain-
forest has been lost to min-
ing, forest fires, agricultural
expansion, land grabbing
and cattle ranching in the
past 50 years.

Indigenous communi-
ties have taken on initia-
tives to reforest and pre-
serve the Amazon. Farmers
have integrated agro-
forestry systems, a method
of sustainable farming that
preserves biodiversity. 

Local-led ecotourism
is another way communi-
ties have worked to protect
the Amazon's acreage. Sani
Warmi, a Kichwa indige-
nous women's organiza-
tion in Sani Isla, Ecuador,
operates the Sani Lodge
and leads traditional cook-
ing and craft lessons for
tourists, protecting 76,600
forest acres. 

And the U.S.-based
Alliance for a Sustainable
Amazon works with locals
in Peru to re-plant native
land species. 

Others, like Brazilian
parachutist Luigi Cani,
have made it their mission
to revitalize barren parts of
the Amazon. In 2022, Cani
completed his “100 Million
Seeds Amazon Project” by

skydiving while scattering
seeds across parts of the
Amazon. “... the seeds were
released precisely where we
wanted them to be,” he
says. 

“We need huge
changes to make the world
better than it is today. The
possibility for growth is
incredible, but more people
need to be willing to learn
and work together.” The
seeds germinated at a rate
of 95 percent, making the
project a successful and
eye-catching demonstra-
tion of individual activism. 

There are also larger
global strategies protecting
the Amazon. The Brazilian
government launched the
Amazon Fund, which has
raised over $1.4 billion from
contributing countries
across the world. 

And experts are
improving technology to
monitor deforestation. The
Colombian Amazon is
being observed by an AI-
powered satellite and
drones to prevent illegal
deforestation. 

Readers interested in
helping to reforest the
Amazon, you can support
Amazon Rainforest preser-
vation organizations such
as the Alliance for a
Sustainable Amazon by
donating on their website. 

Send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

Battling to protect the Amazon rainforests

Photo by Roddy Scheer

CONSERVATIONISTS FACE an uphill battle in the fight

against deforestation of the Amazon river basin.

Morris Hospital offers 
babysitter's training course

The Forest Preserve
District of Will County is
hosting Lake Renwick
Migratory Bird Viewing on
Saturdays through Aug. 9
from 8 a.m. to noon, at
Lake Renwick Heron
Rookery Nature Preserve,
Plainfield.

View nesting herons,
egrets, cormorants and
bald eagles from the view-
ing platform while staff
and volunteers answer
questions. All ages; free.

Bird viewing
at Lake
Renwick

The Wilmington Park
District’s next Concert in
the Park will be July 9 –
Don't Matter to Me band
with food served by
Bennett Curtis Catering
and a wiffleball tourna-
ment.

All Concert in the Park
events are scheduled from
5 to 8 p.m. at North Island
Park and are free to attend
thanks to the support of
local sponsors and com-
munity partners.

Future dates include”
Aug. 13 – St. Jupiter

along with a home run
derby at the North Island
ballfield and the Route 66
Mobile Diner.

Sept. 10 – The Clients
with a Touch-a-Truck dis-
play for families and chil-
dren.

Bring lawn chairs or
blankets and enjoy an
evening of music and com-
munity fellowship.

Next Concert in
the Park July 9
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WILMINGTON—Nancy Duffy,
75 of Wilmington, passed away
unexpectedly on Tuesday
evening, June 30, 2026, at Silver
Cross Medical Center in New
Lenox.

Born Nov. 27, 1950, in
Pontiac, IL, Nancy Jane was a
daughter of Vernon Dale and
Eddith Roberta (Logsdon) Shoop.
She was raised and educated in
Pontiac and graduated from Pontiac
Township High School with the Class of
1968. On April 17, 1971, she married the
love of her life, Donald Allen Duffy, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Pontiac.
Together they built a loving home in
Wilmington, where they raised their fami-
ly and became deeply rooted in the com-
munity.

Nancy began her professional career
with Motorola Corporation before pursu-
ing her passion for cosmetology. She
attended cosmetology school, where she
excelled in her studies and was honored to
serve as a student instructor, an opportu-
nity she always remembered with pride.
Nancy then enjoyed a career as a hairstyl-
ist, working at both Curl Up and Dye and
Wave Length Styling in Wilmington, where
she developed lasting friendships with
clients and coworkers alike. She later
joined the Development Office at
Providence Catholic High School, where
her warmth, kindness, and genuine love
for people made her a treasured member
of the school community until her retire-
ment.

A woman of faith and generous serv-
ice, Nancy was a member of St. Rose of
Lima Catholic Church in Wilmington. Over
the years, she served on the Parish Council
and sang in the church choir. As her chil-
dren were growing up, she was an active
room mother, volunteered with the
Parent-Teacher Organization, supported
the Wilmington Baseball Association, and
proudly served as president of the Mothers
Club at Providence Catholic High School.
In more recent years, she found great ful-
fillment volunteering with Kuzma Care
Cottage, where she continued her lifelong
commitment to serving others with com-
passion and generosity.

Nancy embraced life with enthusiasm
and gratitude. She and Don treasured their
winters in Fort Myers Beach, FL, where
they created countless happy memories
together. She enjoyed golfing, challenging
herself with word searches, sharing din-
ners and laughter with friends, and simply
being around people. More than anything,
Nancy cherished her family. Her greatest
joy was being “Mir Mir” to her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. Whether
enjoying family vacations, soaking up the
sunshine, or celebrating life’s everyday
moments, she treasured every opportunity
to be surrounded by those she loved.

Nancy possessed a remarkable gift for
making others feel welcome. She truly
never met a stranger and had an extraordi-

nary ability to strike up a conversa-
tion with anyone she encountered.

It seemed no matter where she
went, she would inevitably rec-
ognize someone, or make a new
friend before she left. Her infec-
tious smile, bubbly personality,
caring heart, and unwavering

kindness touched countless lives.
Nancy will be remembered for

the love she shared so freely, the
friendships she cultivated so naturally,

and the joy she brought wherever she
went. Her legacy lives on in the family she
adored, the community she served, and
the many lives made brighter simply
because they knew her.  

Survivors include her children: Mark
(Pam) Duffy of Frankfort, IL; Luke (Jill)
Duffy of Wilmington; and Molly (Hans)
Schulte of Channahon, IL; nine grandchil-
dren: Kiley and Anna Duffy, Kelsey (Chris)
Heidrich, Quinn, Bree, Sydney, and Troy
Duffy, and Isaac and Nora Schulte; great
grandchildren: Kolby, Kynlee and Knox
Heidrich; sisters-in-law: Carol Shoop of
Odell, IL; Dorothy (the late Tom) Reese of
Carol Stream, IL; Mary (Richard) Olson of
Pontiac and Kathy (the late John) Duffy of
Pontiac, and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Nancy was preceded in death by her
parents; husband, Don on July 10, 2022;
her sister, Roberta (Jim) Kennedy; brother,
Dwayne Shoop; father-in-law and mother-
in-law: Tom and Anna Duffy; brother-in-
law and sister-in-law: Ike and Carol Duffy,
and nephew, Brian Olson.

The family received friends for a visi-
tation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700
East Kahler Road in Wilmington on
Monday, July 6, 2026 between the hours of
3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Funeral services followed on Tuesday,
July 7, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. in St. Rose
Catholic Church, 604 S. Kankakee Street in
Wilmington. A Mass of Christian Burial
was presided by Reverend John Merkelis,
OSA.

Burial was at Mount Olivet Catholic
Cemetery in Wilmington, where Nancy
was laid to rest alongside her late husband,
Don. Nancy’s grandchildren acted as pall-
bearers and honorary pallbearers.

In lieu of flowers, preferred memorials
may be made as gifts in Nancy's memory
to Kuzma Care Cottage, 635 S. Main Street,
Wilmington, IL 60481 or Providence
Catholic High School Don and Nancy
Duffy Family Cor Unum Scholarship, 1800
W. Lincoln Highway, New Lenox, IL 60451.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Nancy's memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves Fruland & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory. 

Nancy Duffy

DULUTH, MN—Daniel Bruce
Campbell, 74 of Duluth passed
away on June 27, 2026 after a brief
battle with cancer. He was born in
Joliet, IL on July 23, 1951 to par-
ents, Howard and Faye (Pierard)
Campbell. Dan enjoyed growing
up on their family farm with his
younger siblings.

After receiving his MD from
Southern Illinois School of
Medicine, he moved to Wisconsin,
where he met his future wife, Mary Boehm.
They were married on Aug. 18, 1984, and
laid down roots in Duluth, where they
raised their children, Lara, Jack and
Maggie. Dan worked as an ER Physician at
St. Mary’s for a majority of his career
before retiring from St. Luke’s Urgent Care.

Dan felt strongly about doing what
was right. He volunteered at the free clinic
in West Duluth, helped others in the com-
munity exercise their right to vote and
opened his home alongside his wife to fos-
ter 25 infants. Countless lives were
touched by his compassion.

One of Dan’s greatest joys was spend-
ing family time at the cabin. The highlight

of his retirement was playing with
his grandchildren.

He is survived by his wife,
Mary; children, Lara (Eric)
Montgomery, Jack (Emily)
Campbell, and Maggie
Campbell; grandchildren, Rory,
Alfie and Benji Montgomery; sib-

lings, Mike (Debbie) Campbell,
Mark Campbell, Linda Tira, and

Nancy Wilkey; siblings-in-law,
Stefanie (Connie Fletcher) Koeller, Joe

Boehm, and Jim (Karen) Boehm; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Dan is preceded in death by his par-
ents; sister, Carri Campbell; brothers-in-
law, Randy Wilkey and Tony Boehm; sister-
in-law, Michelle Boehm; nephew, Seth
Wilkey; and niece, Anne Koeller.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held
at 11:00 a.m. with a visitation starting at
10:00 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 7th in St.
Michael’s Catholic Church, 4901 E
Superior St, Duluth, MN 55804. In lieu of
flowers, memorials to Solvay Hospice
House or Second Harvest Food Shelf are
preferred.  

Daniel Campbell

COAL CITY—Blake Mitchell
Dillon, 20, of Coal City, suddenly
passed away on Saturday, June 27,
2026.

Blake was born on Oct. 4,
2005 in Macomb, IL to Laura
Chasey and Matthew Dillon.
From the moment he was born
Blake had an old soul personality
and a smile with dimples on both
sides that would melt anyone’s
heart. Blake’s charm and sense of
humor was infectious. Blake was raised in
Goose Lake and graduated from Coal City
High School in 2024. He recently attended
Northwest Lineman College in Denton, TX
where he obtained his lineman climbing
certification along with several other certi-
fications and his CDL. After graduating
lineman school he quickly began work at
AT&T as a Premise Technician and was
close to starting work as a lineman
apprentice.

While growing up Blake enjoyed many
sports but really took a liking to wrestling
and basketball. He later began to enjoy
football and weightlifting. Blake also had a
passion for the outdoors and enjoyed
hunting and fishing and camping with his
grandparents. He also enjoyed the compa-
ny of his two German shorthaired point-
ers, Gatlin and Goose that were like sisters
to him. Blake will be remembered for not
only his athletic and adventurous side, but
also just being a caring, generous and
goal-oriented man. Blake had an abun-
dance of friends whom he loved to spend
time with, and he also prioritized family
time as he was close with many family
members as well.

Blake is survived by his parents,

Matthew Dillon and Laura Chasey
(John Born); his grandparents, Rev.

Larry and Sigred Chasey (nee
Allemang) and Dr. Charles and
Margaret Dillon (nee Bowden)
and his uncles, Leland Chasey
(Amber Moortel), Thomas
(Nicole) Dillon, and Patrick

Dillon as well as many great aunts
and uncles, cousins, close friends,

and his girlfriend, Mia Valentine.
Blake was preceded in death by

his great-grandparents, several great-
aunts and uncles, cousins, and most
recently his uncle. Casey Dillon.

Cremation rites have been accorded.
Memorial visitation to honor Blake’s

life will be held on Saturday, July 11, 2026
from 2-6 p.m. at Ferarri Funeral Chapel
located at 1044 Ferrari Drive, Coal City.
Family and friends are invited to gather
and share their fondest memories of him.

Memorial service will also be at
Ferrari Funeral Chapel on Monday, July 13,
2026 at 10:30 a.m. with inurnment to fol-
low at Woodlawn Memorial Park in Joliet. 

All those who knew and loved Blake
are left with profound shock and sadness
with his passing. He touched so many peo-
ple’s lives in so many ways. Blake was a
good friend, like a brother to many, and
had so many things in life that he was
looking forward to and goals he had set to
achieve. Blake’s absence will leave a void
that can never be filled, and all of our lives
will never be the same.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guestbook at www.ferrari-
funeral.com

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City
are entrusted with arrangements.

Blake Dillon

COAL CITY—Alfred
“Al” Joseph
Kwiatkowski, of Coal
City, formerly of

Darien, IL, passed away on
Thursday, July 2, 2026, at Loyola
University Medical Center in
Maywood, IL.

Born on Dec. 3, 1943, in
Chicago, Alfred was a son of Alfred
and Olga (nee Smolicki)
Kwiatkowski. He was raised and edu-
cated in Hinsdale, IL, graduating from the
class of 1963 before earning an Associate's
Degree in Commercial Art from Southern
Illinois University in 1965. Following his
education, Alfred proudly served his coun-
try in the United States Army from 1966 to
1968.

On Nov. 20, 1965, Alfred married the
love of his life, Renee Lee Pahis, in
Clarendon Hills, IL. Together, they built a
life centered on love, faith, and family, rais-
ing their son in Darien for many years
before making their home in Coal City.

Alfred dedicated 40 years of his career
in the construction industry where he
worked as a supervisor until his well-
earned retirement in 2005. His strong work
ethic, reliability, and commitment to
excellence earned him the respect of col-
leagues throughout his career. A man of
faith, Alfred was a devoted member of
Assumption Catholic Church in Coal City.

Alfred found great joy in the outdoors
and especially enjoyed hunting, fishing,
boating, water skiing, and snow skiing in
his younger years. He was a proud mem-
ber of the NRA, the Illinois Rifle
Association, and the PVSA Sportsman
Club, reflecting his lifelong appreciation
for responsible firearm ownership.

Above all else, Alfred's greatest joy was
his family. He treasured every moment
spent with those he loved, and nothing
brought him greater happiness than being
"Grandpa." His grandchildren held a spe-

cial place in his heart, and the love
and memories he shared with

them will remain a lasting gift.
Alfred will be remembered for his
unwavering devotion to his fam-
ily and the kindness he extended
to others. He was deeply loved
and will be missed by all who had

the privilege of knowing him,
leaving behind the enduring

reminder to "Keep the Faith."
Survivors include his wife, Renee

Kwiatkowski, of Coal City; one son, Alfred
“Al” L. (Sherry) Kwiatkowski, of Goose
Lake; two grandchildren: Cody (Breeanne)
Kwiatkowski, of Herscher, IL and Victoria
Kwiatkowski (Alex Storm), of Braidwood;
five great-grandchildren: Braxton, Lawson,
Brady, Jolene, and Grayson; one sister-in-
law, Pamela (Bryce) Beverlin, of
Minnesota; two nieces: Christa and
Katelyn and one nephew, Bryce. 

Al was preceded in death by his par-
ents; one brother, Frank Kwiatkowski;
mother and father-in-law: Leroy and Adele
Pahis; and one sister-in-law, Unalee Pahis. 

The family will receive friends at
Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N. Broadway St.,
in Coal City on Wednesday, July 8, 2026,
from 4 to 8 p.m. Funeral services will fol-
low on Thursday, July 9, 2026, at
Assumption Catholic Church, 215 S.
Kankakee St., in Coal City at 10 a.m. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
by Reverend Josh Miller and assisted by
Deacon William Dunn.

Burial with full military honors will
follow at Resurrection Catholic Cemetery.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Alfred’s memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves, Fruland & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory. 

Alfred Kwiatkowski

WILMINGTON—Patricia A.
Kral, 85, of Wilmington, formerly
of Chicago, passed away on
Monday, April 13, 2026, sur-
rounded by her family.

Born on Sept. 24, 1940,
Patricia Ann was the daughter of
Pasquale and Dorothy (Jackson)
Carrara. She was raised and edu-
cated in Chicago and graduated
from Austin High School with the
class of 1958. Pat worked for Johnson
& Johnson for over 15 years as a packager
before retiring.

Pat dedicated much of her time and
energy to volunteering with the Illinois
Alaskan Malamute Rescue Association,
where she gave over 25 years of service.
She had a deep love for animals and was
known for rescuing all kinds, welcoming
not only cats and dogs, but also chickens
and other farm animals into her care. In
addition to her love for animals, Pat
enjoyed traveling and visiting family in
California. She enjoyed spending time at
the Braidwood Recreation Club, and spent
many cherished moments with family at
the Crow’s Nest.

Patricia is survived by her two chil-
dren: Laura A. (Craig) Ioanou Price, of
Burbank, CA and Julie L. (Jerry) Mass, of
Braidwood; her grandchildren: Meghan
(Chase) Mass Kanoski, Cody (Bruna)
Mass, Maxwell Ioanou Price, and Izabel
Ioanou Price, Jennifer (Jesse) Dahlke, and

Jesse (Breanna) Faude; as well as sev-
eral great-grandchildren. She is

also survived by her close friend,
Virginia Catigano; her beloved
dog, Eva and her grand puppies,
Hooch, Lemmy, and Puck.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; her husband,

Frank J. Kral Jr.; her sister,
Margaret Parish; her close friend,

Lorrayne Burch and her cherished
pets: Misty, Teddy, Cowboy, Sheila,

Shorty, and Izzy.
Per Pat's wishes, cremation rites have

been accorded.
The family will receive friends for a

memorial visitation at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington on
Saturday, July 11, 2026 from 10:30 a.m.
until time of memorial service at 11:30
a.m. 

Memorial donations may be made in
Patricia’s name to the Illinois Alaskan
Malamute Rescue Association or Uplifted
Care Hospice.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Patricia’s memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves, Fruland & Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory. 

Patricia A. Kral

DIAMOND—Noma Lucille
(Thompson) Fehr, 91, of
Diamond, passed away peace-
fully on July 4, 2026 at her home
surrounded by her family and
two loving caregivers.

She was born on June 8,
1935 in McCracken County, KY
to Ezra Thompson and Pauline
(Newton) Crabtree.

Noma loved helping the peo-
ple in her neighborhood and her
church family. She was a good friend to her
neighbors, a loving wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and great-
great-grandmother. She loved her faith
and attended Assumption Catholic
Church in Coal City. God and prayers
helped her through many trials and joyous
occasions. But above all, her family was
her greatest treasure. She enjoyed gather-
ing with them and each family member
was special to her in their unique way. She
loved when her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren would come to visit. She felt
blessed to be called Mom, Grandma and
Gram by her great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren.

She married Juan Fehr on July 25, 1970
and together they raised five sons: Leon
(Pam) Lanier and Ken (Susan) Lanier, of
Coal City; Tim (Jan) Fehr, of Morris; Tom
(Kim) Fehr, of Diamond and Chris (Amy)
Fehr, of Lakewood Ranch, FL; four daugh-
ters: Laurie (Bob) Bianchetta, of Diamond;
Brenda (Merle) Anderson, of Braidwood;
Julie (Dennis) Housman, of Essex and
Sandy (James “Jimbo”) Paquette, of South
Wilmington; 16 grandchildren, 22 great-

grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild. Also surviving are

numerous nieces, nephews and
friends.

Preceding her in death was
her first husband, William Lanier;
her second husband, Juan Fehr;
her son and daughter-in-law,

Leon and Pam Lanier; her sister
and brother in law, Joann and Jim

Farmer; her brother, Kenneth (Patsy)
Thompson; her step-sister, Henrietta

Murphy and her grandson, Benjamin
Anderson.

In lieu of flowers, memorials in
Noma’s name may be made to the
Assumption Catholic Church or a charity
of the donor’s choice.

Visitation will be from 4 until 7 p.m.
on Thursday, July 9, 2026 at the Ferrari
Funeral Chapel, 1044 Ferrari Drive, Coal
City, IL 60416.

Funeral Services will be on Friday, July
10, 2026 from the Ferrari Funeral Chapel at
11 am with procession to the Assumption
Catholic Church for a Mass of Christian
Burial at 11:30 a.m. Father Josh Miller will
officiate with Deacon William Dunn assist-
ing. Matt Leman and Melissa Cobb will be
vocalists. Burial will follow at Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery.

Pall bearers will be Tim, Tom and
Chris Fehr, Ken Lanier, James “Jimbo”
Paquette and Brad Wallace.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the online guestbook at www.ferrari-
funeral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City
are entrusted with arrangements.

Noma Fehr

Thanks for
reading your
hometown
newspaper
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The Wilmington Area
Historical Society will open
its museum for visits from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays
through the end of July.

Everyone is welcome
to come see items of local
significance on display at
114 N. Main St.,
Wilmington.

Wilmington
museum
open
Saturdays

Santa Claus is coming
to Grundy County presents
the 2nd annual Touch the
Truck. 

The free event will be
held at the Coal City Lions
Hall and Park, 460 S.
Illinois  St., Coal City.
Saturday, July 11, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. 

This Grundy County
summer event is open to
residents of all ages.

Santa Claus
presents
Touch the
Truck

About a
week after the
state budget
passed both
chambers in
the dark of
night, Attorney
G e n e r a l
Kwame Raoul
spoke to the
City Club of
Chicago to
complain that
his budget was
cut by $10 mil-
lion.

“For every dollar of
General Revenue Fund
spending on the attorney
general's office, we return
$21. Anybody who has that
in their portfolio is rich, but
we can't do this type of
work without adequate
investment and, unfortu-
nately, at approximately 3
a.m. in the morning a week
ago Monday, we were
shorted about $10 million
from what our overall
appropriation was for fiscal
year ’26, and I can't imag-
ine why what came about
at 3 a.m. in the morning.”

During Gov. JB
Pritzker’s press conference
in June to sign a package of
bills supported by AG Raoul
to ban hidden junk fees and
prohibiting ticket resellers
from offering tickets they
don’t actually have, the gov-
ernor heavily praised Raoul
for his work on not only
consumer protection, but
also for defending
Illinoisans against constant
attempts by President
Trump’s administration to
take away various rights
and funding from people in
this state.

So, my colleague Isabel
Miller decided to ask Raoul
about his budget cut. “Have
you talked to the governor

about restor-
ing that $10
million in
budget cuts
from your
office?” she
asked.

After an
a w k w a r d
pause, Raoul
said he’d had
“several con-
versations with
members of
the legislature,
and I've spo-

ken to the governor just
today.”

“I understand from
serving 14 years in the leg-
islature that come the end
of May, there are compet-
ing interests, and under
this governor's leadership
and this legislature we've
been passing balanced
budgets consistently, which
was not a common thing in
the past. That means that
come the end of May,
there's some difficult deci-
sions to make.”

But Raoul went on to
say, “Our office is bur-
dened, and you know we
need to be at least funding
to flat level, and I think
we'll work our way through
it through these conversa-
tions.”

Isabel then asked the
governor, “You've said at
multiple press conferences,
‘AG Raoul is our defense,
he's doing such a great job.’
Are you committed to get-
ting that flat level of fund-
ing restored?”

After praising Raoul yet
again for attempting to
keep the Trump adminis-
tration in check, and thank-
ing AG Raoul for recogniz-
ing the state’s current budg-
et challenges under this
federal administration, the

governor said, “We're not
going to let it happen that
he can't go to court or that
he can't do the things that
are necessary to protect the
people of the state of
Illinois, but we're all tight-
ening our belts.”

Three amendments
were introduced to the bill
the legislature used to pass
the budget. The governor’s
office says it controlled the
second amendment, and
that amendment prevented
a Raoul budget cut.

The third amendment
became the actual budget.
That amendment, con-
trolled by the Senate, is the
one which cut $10 million
from Raoul’s spending
plan. I haven’t been able to
find a satisfactory answer
as to why Raoul’s funding
was cut, but some have said
that Raoul may have upset
some Senators with the way
his office lobbied those
very bills mentioned above.

Whatever the case,
Amendment 3 was a mess.
The governor issued an
almost unheard of 37 item
and reduction vetoes to
correct mistakes. And some
other passages were so
poorly drafted that a fol-
low-up supplemental
appropriation bill could be
needed to fix its many other
problems.

This botched amend-
ment is a metaphor for the
entire spring session.

Everything was delib-
erately back-loaded to the
final week and the two
chambers were kept apart
until May so members
couldn’t work on fixing
problems and, in the end,
nobody had enough band-
width to get everything
right.

And if the budget is

supposed to be the most
important bill passed every
year, then everybody clear-
ly dropped the ball.

I do not see why they
didn’t just adjourn at mid-
night on May 31 and call
everybody back the follow-
ing morning. Staff would
have had more time to rest
and work on the budget.

Instead, both cham-
bers chose to remain in ses-
sion until nearly dawn dur-
ing a massive late-night
final evening cram session
like they were all a bunch of
panicky sophomores.

The Democrats are
constantly complaining
about President Donald
Trump’s assault on Illinois
and other “blue” states.
They’ve passed a few bills
here in an attempt to rein in
some of the excesses, but
the only institution truly
standing between Illinois
and Trump is the attorney
general’s office.

If Democrats are truly
serious, then they should
use the budget to back up
their rhetoric.

Rich Miller also pub-
lishes Capitol Fax, a daily
political newsletter, and
CapitolFax.com.

IL lawmakers dropped the ball on budget

The Wilmington Public Library will
host its second gardening presentation
series featuring Nancy Kuhajda, master
gardener, naturalist, and composter.

Mid-Summer Gardening Tips and
Tricks, will be held on July 15 at 6 p.m. 

The series concludes on August 5 at 6
p.m. with Preparing the Garden for Fall
and Composting.

Whether you are an experienced gar-
dener or just getting started, these inform-
ative and engaging programs are designed
to help gardeners make the most of the
growing season.

All programs are free and open to the
public. Registration is encouraged. To reg-
ister or learn more, call 815-476-2834. The
library is located at 201 S. Kankakee St.

Summer garden series at the Wilm. library

WILMINGTON—Judy Michael,
82, of Wilmington, formerly of
Brookfield, IL, passed away peace-
fully on Wednesday, March 11,
2026 at her home.

Born July 11, 1943 in Los
Angeles, CA, Judith Ann was the
daughter of Casimir and Norma
(Niemand) Pszczola. She was
raised and educated in Lyons, IL
where she graduated from Morton
West high school with the class of 1961.
It was in Lyons where Judy met Keith
Orville Michael, and together they were
married on March 16, 1963 at Zion
Lutheran Church in Lyons. She and Keith
made their home and raised their family in
Brookfield, IL for many years until they
relocated to Wilmington in 2004.

Judy was a devoted employee of
Fanny May Candies, and also worked as a
secretary and a lunch mom when her chil-
dren were young. She was an avid reader,
enjoyed showing her creative side through
painting and drawing, as well as taking
pleasure in bowling. Much of Judy's life
was spent devoted to being a wonderful
wife, mother, and grandmother. She was
an inspiration to her children and was
blessed to see her daughters grow into
strong women with families of their own.
Being the family-oriented woman that she
was, there was never a holiday spent with-
out every family member attending. She
was her families biggest fan, always
attending her children's and grandchil-
dren's events. Judy's legacy of love and
family will be carried on for generations to
come, built on the strong foundation laid
by her and her beloved Keith.

Survivors include four children:

Michele (Tim) Lantvit, of
Bolingbrook, IL; Pamela (Richard)

Tworek, of Wilmington; Sheri
(Brandon) Evans and Colleen
(Rob) Henderson, both of
Plainfield; grandchildren:
Nicholas (Veronica) Capozziello,
Tyler (Elissa) Lantvit,

Christopher (Alyssa) Tworek,
Morgan (Nick) Lantvit, Madyson

Lantvit, Nathan Tworek, Sydney
Henderson, Ethan Evans, Payton

Henderson, Nora Evans, Lucy Evans, and
Tori Henderson; seven great-grandchil-
dren: Alivia and Sylvia Capozziello,
Savana, Theo and Montana Ehlen, Easton
Lantvit, Preston and Hudson Henderson;
brothers and sisters-in-law: Nadine (the
late John) Pankow, Donna (the late Wayne)
Holous, and Duane (Karen) Michael and a
beloved aunt and great-aunt to many
cherished nieces and nephews. 

Judy was preceded in death by her
parents and her husband and one brother,
Raymond (Stefa) Pszczola.

Per Judy's wishes, cremation rites are
being accorded.

Judy will be laid to rest with her hus-
band at Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery on Friday, July 10, 2026, at 11
a.m. All are welcome to attend. 

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to
sign the guest book, upload photographs
and share Judith's memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
were made under the direction and care of
Reeves, Fruland & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory. 

Judy Michael
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Mended
7. Hymns

13. Commercial transport of goods
14. Poked holes in the ground
16. They precede C
17. Branch of knowledge concerned with

wealth
19. Larry and Curly’s pal
20. Injured
22. Popular type of dance
23. Moon crater
25. American state
26. Places to lock valuables
28. Stalk that supports the capsule
29. Keyboard key

30. ‘__ death do us part
31. A type of cage
33. A place to sleep
34. Annual music awards show
36. Made over
38. Hard, stony substance
40. Incantations
41. Long-legged, wading bird
43. Breathe noisily
44. Congressman
45. Rip off
47. Golf score
48. Popular pickup truck
51. Where infants sleep
53. Music term
55. Small opening in a surface

56. Musical term meaning “very”
58. Soviet Socialist Republic
59. Treats with powder
60. Email subject line feature
61. A British lawyer
64. Expression of laughter
65. Farmer’s calendar
67. Seeds used as food
69. Eurasian shrubs
70. Periods of inactivity

CLUES DOWN
1. Hard things to kick

2. Collective of countries
3. Letter of Hebrew alphabet
4. One-time Alabama running back

Eddie
5. One’s sense of self-esteem
6. Of the teeth
7. Treat with care
8. Type of whale
9. Curved structure

10. Emits coherent radiation
11. One of the Gospels (abbr.)
12. Smallest interval in western music
13. Netherlands seat of government
15. Gives to charitably
18. Lout
21. Pastas
24. Release from restrictions
26. Female sibling
27. Title of respect
30. Silver coins
32. Region in India
35. Partner to cheese
37. Dark or dusky
38. Pacific Northwest tree
39. Exaggerate
42. Toddler
43. Touch lightly
46. Fundamentals
47. Jeopardies
49. Curved structures
50. Isolated, flat-topped hills
52. Forming the bottom layer
54. Reciprocal of sine
55. Genus of Old World birds
57. New York college
59. Cloak
62. Kawhi Leonard’s team (abbr.)
63. Vietnamese offensive
66. “The Great Lakes State”
68. “__, myself and I”

FOR RENT

Wilmington - Commer-
cial space. 101 E. Chi-
cago St., Unit 2. Call 
815-693-6030. Avail-
able July 1. ca15-18. 

HELP WANTED

Bartender needed. Hot 
Shotz, 725 S, Broad-
way, Coal City. Apply
in person in after-
noons, any day. 
cc26-29

Part-time Groomer 
Wanted! I'm looking for 
an experienced
groomer to join my 
team. Flexible sched-
ule and I'm open to
negotiating hours and
pay. If you’re dedicated
and easygoing, please
contact me. Let’s work
together! Braidwood,
Call Karen at 815-823-
3844.

WE ARE HIRING — 
Full time teller in Wil-
mington. Send resume 
to info@grundy.bank
or in person at 120 S
Main St., Wilmington. 
ch26-27

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. 

MISCELLANEOUS

2011 Harley Davidson, 
road glide, sedona or-
ange, $6,500. 110 volt 
fuel transfer pump with 
meter, new, $500. 24 
gallon yard sprayer
with boom, used once, 
$200. 815-210-1669, 
leave message.
ch26-28

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

For Sale - 2006 
Gulfstream 32 ft. long, 
sleeps 8 with shed. 
Currently at Lake Point 
Resort. $5,000 or best 
offer. 928-715-7395. cc 
26-27

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gut-ter screen, no
repair to small or too
big. Free roof inspec-
tion. Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
cc19-44

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

STORAGE

WANTED

CLA Food Pantry.
Christian Life Assembly, 2960 E
Division St Diamond IL.
Available Tuesday 2:30 p.m. to
6:00 p.m., Wednesday 11:30
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. to noon. By appoint-
ment only  815-578-5441.

Braidwood Food Pantry at
Community Care Center. Open
Tuesdays 8 to 11:45 a.m.  112 S.
Center Street, Braidwood. Info:
815-325-0779

Ignite Christian Church,
1180 W 1st St. Braidwood.
Micro-pantry open 24 hours
front of church Info: (815)-390-
5040

Top Fuel Saloon Food
Pantry. Open Fridays from 1 to
2 p.m. 275 S. Hickory St.,
Braidwood.

Secret Pantry, for hours
and location see: The Original
Secret Pantry Facebook page

Coal City Food Pantry at
Coal City United Methodist
Church. (Use south
entrance)Closed all Federal
holidays. Open Mondays 9-11
a.m. and Thursdays 1-3 p.m.
6805 E. McArdle Road, Coal
City.  Information: 815-216-
3288.

We Care of Grundy County
Food Pantry. Office Hours:
Mon.-Wed. and Fri.: 8:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Pantry Hours: Monday-Friday

1:00-3:00 by appointment.
Please call to schedule your
time to come 815-942-6389.
530 Bedford Rd., Morris. 

Kuzma Care Cottage, food
pantry. 635 S. Main Street,
Wilmington. Hours:  M-F 9-11
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. and the 2nd
Saturday of each month, 8-11
a.m. 815-476-2030

Local Meals:
St. Vincent Table Hot

Meals. Coordinators Cindi
Grove 815-735-1432 and Laura
Marizza 815-325-8605. Hours
for pickup for shut ins 4:00-
4:30 p.m. Dine in hours 4:30
until 5:30 p.m. 

During July meals will be
offered at Assumption of the
BVM, 180 S. Kankakee St., Coal
City. From August through
October meals will be distrib-
uted at Immaculate
Conception, 220 S. School St.,
Braidwood;  Nov. - Assumption
of the BVM, 180 S. Kankakee
St., Coal City. Dec. through
Feb. - Closed and will resume
in March, 2027.

If you would like to help
with this ministry or know of
anyone in need of meals,
please contact our coordina-
tors for more information. 

We are always looking for
more churches or organiza-
tions to help.      

Resources available for food, meals

The Wilmington Area
Community Band will perform
the third concert of the 19th
season on Sunday, July 12, at 6
p.m. at Veteran's Memorial
Park.

Arrive early and order din-
ner from "Truckin' Delicious"
food truck! Bring a lawn chair,
mosquito spray, snacks and
water and relax in the shade as
the band performs the follow-
ing music in a beautiful out-
door setting.

This concert's theme is
"Christmas In July".

Star Spangled Banner -
David Conrad, vocalist

I Saw Three Ships 
White Christmas 
Cowboy Christmas
Faeries (Dance of the

Sugar Plum Fairies) 
Santa The Barbarian

INTERMISSION
Santa The Barbarian:

Snowpocalypse 
Grandma Got Run Over

By A Reindeer
Christmas On The Town

Square
How The Grinch Stole

Christmas Concert Medley
Sleigh Ride
Veteran's Memorial Park

is located at the intersection of
Williams and Vine Streets -
across from Oakwood
Cemetery and Island City
Baptist Church. 

The Wilmington Area
Community Band is a volun-
teer group of local musicians
from ages 13 up. In the event of
rain or excess heat, our alter-
native concert location is
Wilmington High School and
signs will be posted at the park.

Come listen to ‘Christmas in
July’ Wilm. band concert
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BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

If everything goes
according to plan, the
Village of Symerton may
experience something it
rarely sees — a traffic jam.

And Mayor Eli Geiss
couldn't be happier about
it.

The tiny Will County
community of roughly 106
residents is preparing to
welcome car enthusiasts,
Route 66 travelers and his-
tory buffs alike on
Thursday, July 16, when it
hosts Symerton's Route 66
Road Show Car Show, an
event designed not only to
celebrate classic automo-
biles but also to showcase
a newly restored piece of
local history.

"We're hoping for a
big turnout," Geiss said.
"This is an opportunity to
bring people into
Symerton, celebrate the
Route 66 centennial and
highlight a landmark that
many people don't even
realize exists."

The event is being
made possible through a
$10,000 grant from the
Joliet Arsenal
Development Authority

(JADA), which awarded
funding to help commem-
orate the 100th anniver-
sary of Route 66 while pro-
moting attractions tied to
the region's rich history.

For Symerton, that
attraction is the recently
restored Joliet Army
Ammunition Plant
Guardhouse located along
South Arsenal Road, near
the village.

The octagonal guard-
house once stood as the
primary security check-
point for one of the
nation's most important
wartime manufacturing
facilities. According to
information displayed at
the site, the structure has
been restored to its origi-
nal 1940 appearance and
served as part of the
perimeter security system
guarding the headquarters
area of the former Joliet
Arsenal.

The guardhouse was
among the first buildings
completed when the mas-
sive facility was construct-
ed in 1940 as the United
States prepared for the
possibility of entering
World War II. At its peak,
the Joliet Army
Ammunition Plant
employed 10,000 workers

and produced primary
explosives, chemical com-
ponents and finished
munitions including
artillery shells and aerial
bombs.

The installation con-
tinued to play a strategic
role after World War II,
supporting military opera-

tions during both the
Korean War and the
Vietnam conflict. Although
production eventually
declined, portions of the
facility remained active
until 2000 before being
decommissioned and
redeveloped.

Today, the restored

guardhouse serves as one
of the few remaining pub-
lic reminders of the site's
historic significance.

Geiss said the car
show offers a perfect way
to connect that history
with the heritage of nearby
Route 66.

The festivities will be

held in the village park.
Vehicle owners will com-
pete for $1,000 in cash
prizes, with awards of
$500, $300 and $200 going
to the top three favorite
vehicles. Participants will
also receive free food.

Entertainment will
include live music from the
Billy Gray Band, while food
and beverages will be
available throughout the
evening at the Symerton
Tap. Radio station 100.7
FM will broadcast live from
the event, with "Freak" on-
site from 5 to 7 p.m.

The event is expected
to draw a wide range of
vehicles, from restored
classics and muscle cars to
custom builds and modern
showpieces, creating a fit-
ting backdrop for a com-
munity that sits just a short
drive from one of Illinois'
most famous stretches of
Route 66.

For Geiss, however,
the evening is about more
than chrome and horse-
power.

It's about introducing
visitors to a small village
with a unique connection
to two important chapters
of American history — the
legendary Mother Road
and the former Joliet
Arsenal.

"People know Route
66, but many don't know
the story of the Joliet
Arsenal or the guard-
house," Geiss said. "This
gives us a chance to tell
that story and bring people
together."

The Route 66 Road
Show Car Show will be held
on Thursday, July 16, with
free admission for specta-
tors. Questions can be
directed to Geiss at 779-
227-5075.

Symerton hopes car show puts Arsenal landmark in the spotlight

Photo by Eric Fisher
THE RECENTLY RESTORED Joliet Army Ammunition Plant Guardhouse is located one
mile east of Route 66 along South Arsenal Road, near the village of Symerton. The guard-
house once stood as the security checkpoint for White Circle Group 60 where the head-
quarters and 48 other buildings, including housing, were known as the Elwood Ordinance
Plant. The restoration was donated by union labor members of the Three Rivers
Construction Alliance.

The 2026 Illinois State
Fair theme ‘Miles of Smiles’
celebrates the 100th
anniversary of historic
Route 66. 

The road to the Illinois
State Fair officially begins
with a state tradition: the
Illinois State Fair Twilight
Parade, starting at 5:30 p.m.
on Thursday, Aug. 13. The
parade kicks off the 11-day
celebration of Illinois agri-
culture, community, and
creativity, winding through
Springfield streets and into
the heart of the fair-
grounds.

From high school
bands and community
groups to classic cars and
creative floats, the Twilight

Parade is an annual tradi-
tion.

“The Twilight Parade
has always been about
bringing people together,
and this year’s ‘Miles of
Smiles’ theme captures that
spirit perfectly,” said Jerry
Costello II, Director of the
Illinois Department of
Agriculture. “Just like Route
66 has connected commu-
nities and created lifelong
memories, this parade
invites everyone to take
part in a tradition that cele-
brates the people, places,
and pride that make Illinois
special.”

The Twilight Parade
will start at 5:30 p.m. in
Lincoln Park and travel

onto Sangamon Avenue,
entering the fairgrounds
through the Main Gate.
From there, the parade
marches down Main Street,
turns left onto Illinois
Avenue, and then marches
down Grandstand Avenue
to exit through Lot 21.

Mark your calendars
for the 2026 Illinois State
Fair, Aug. 13 through Aug.
23 in Springfield. 

Stay up to date with all
the latest news and
announcements from the
Illinois State Fair by con-
necting with us via
Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.  

Illinois State Fair unveils theme 
celebrating Route 66’s Centennial

The Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) is asking
members of the public to
help monitor wild turkey
reproduction by reporting
wild turkey sightings this
summer through the
Illinois Wild Turkey Survey. 

Participants can
report wild turkey sight-

ings, including the number
of adult females, young
turkeys or poults, adult
males, and birds of
unknown age or sex.

These reports help
IDNR track annual repro-
duction, poult survival and
broad population trends
across the state.

Summer observations

are one of the few
statewide sources of infor-
mation on wild turkey
reproduction outside of
the spring hunting season.
Even a single reported
observation helps IDNR
evaluate wild turkey pro-
ductivity and is considered
alongside spring harvest,
hunter success, permit

data, weather, habitat con-
ditions, and other informa-
tion when assessing
Illinois wild turkey status
and management needs.

The survey is open
through August.

Submit reports to the
Hunt Illinois website:
https://huntillinois.org/tu
rkey/#wild-turkey-survey.

Have you seen young turkeys?
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