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CANDY BY THE HANDFUL is thrown by volunteers on an antique truck owned by D

for the Homecoming parade.

Carbon Hill Homecoming
delivers small-town Americana

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

In a village of just 375 residents
covering less than two-tenths of a
square mile, the spirit of small-town
America was on full display Sunday

as the 76th Annual Carbon Hill
Homecoming wrapped up five days
of celebration with a parade that
showcased the community's pride,
tradition and patriotism.

Held June 24-28 during the
nation's 250th anniversary year, the

SOME SCREAM others just hang on with both hands during the peak of the

Rock Star ride which gives riders a free-fall experience as the ride whisks
towards the ground from 60-feet high. It was great fun for these three youngsters

during the Carbon Hill Homecoming.

Carbon Hill Homecoming offered a
picture-perfect slice of Americana,
drawing residents, former residents
and visitors together for one of the
community's most cherished tradi-
tions.

Under sunny skies and tempera-
tures reaching 85 degrees, families
began staking out spots hours before
the parade's start. Lawn chairs lined
the street while tents, coolers and the
tailgates of pickup trucks created an
11-block corridor of spectators eager
to enjoy the annual hometown spec-
tacle.

For nearly 50 minutes, the
parade rolled through the village
streets, celebrating the people and
organizations that help define
Carbon Hill's close-knit character.

Leading the festivities as grand
marshals were Diane and Steve
Eartly, longtime owners of
Mustacchio's Bar and Restaurant at
Third and Lacey streets. The couple
waved to parade-goers as they were
recognized for their contributions to
the community and their role as
familiar faces in village life.

The parade featured many of the
traditional elements that have
become synonymous with small-
town celebrations. Military veterans
received applause while members of
the Coal City High School Marching
Band provided patriotic music.

SEE HOMECOMING PAGE 2

CHEERS TO MUSTACHIO S owners Diane and Steve Eartly who were the Grand Marshals

P,

THREE AT A TIME—Mom and Dad make it fun as they speed
down the Alpine Slide during the Homecoming carnival.

Village passes resolution for data center TIF

BY MIKE LOOMIS
CORRESPONDENT

The Coal City Village
Board of Trustees
approved a pair of TIF
project resolutions related
to a proposed data center
on a large parcel off Reed
Road.

In a unanimous vote
at their June 24 meeting,
trustees adopted the reso-
lutions that involve the
Reed Group and Aligned
Data Centers Propco LLC.

The village had previ-
ously approved an induce-
ment resolution for both
business entities, said
attorney Nic  Nelson,
whose firm, Jacob & Klein,
advises the village on TIFs.

“This gives the village
flexibility to reimburse
costs that are incurred
prior to this particular
project being included in
any TIF district,” Nelson
told the village board.
“This is no guarantee that
they're going to get a TIF
reimbursement. It merely
allows the developer to
start incurring  costs
now...provided the devel-
opment does come into a
TIF district, and [Coal City]
chooses to provide a rede-
velopment agreement to
reimburse the developer
for project costs, then the
costs they incur starting
after tonight until the
property is put into a TIF
district, those costs can be

reimbursed.

TIF (Tax Increment
Financing) freezes proper-
ty tax revenues in a specif-
ic district and redirects tax
increases that may come
later to a fund that pays for
development. It’s a way for
cities to help subsidize
infrastructure projects in
their communities.

Aligned Data Center,
based in Plano, TX., pre-
sented plans at an open
house in February for a
phased, multi-year build-
out for a campus on a 300-
acre property south of
Reed Road that extends
toward Carbon Hill Road
and South Broadway
Street. Data centers are
built to support cloud

computing workloads.
Since plans for the 11-
building campus were
introduced to the public,
residents of Coal City and
other nearby municipali-
ties like Diamond have
been regularly attending
village board meetings to
voice their opposition, cit-
ing concerns over water
consumption, noise levels
and the impact the project
might have on local
schools, residential areas,
utility rates and the area’s
infrastructure.
Representatives from
Aligned Data Centers have
said their project would
conserve on water use by
using a closed-loop system
to cool their servers, while

also highlighting the jobs
the project could bring.
Coal City residents like
Elizabeth Ashcraft, howev-
er, are doubtful of any
advantages a data center
may bring to the commu-
nity.

“I've been coming to
these meetings for a while
now and listening and I
hear numerous comments
of all the bad this data cen-
ter’s going to bring in,”
Ashcraft said during the
public comments section.
“I've yet to hear one good
thing. So, if there’s nothing
good about it, why do we
need it? What do you see
that we're not seeing that
is going to benefit our vil-
lage?”

Another resident, Lori
Cora, urged the trustees to
reject the TIF resolution.

“You don’t work for the
developers or their busi-
ness partners. You work for
this community,” she said.
“Please stand with the
families and business own-
ers who live and invest
here.”

Coal City Mayor Dave
Spesia said that residents
can visit the village’s web-
site to see the data center
plans and a timeline for its
development.

SEE VILLAGE BOARD PAGE 2
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The news
earlier this
month that the
Illinois  AFL-
CIO has

a significant
tax increase.

T h e
unions also
wanted House

“deferred” all
decisions on
legislative and
statewide
endorsements
in the upcom-

Bill 2565,
which would
pay unem-
ployment
insurance
benefits to

ing fall election
generated quite
a bit of head-
lines.

“Springfield not only
failed to advance key prior-
ities, but the process by
which legislation was con-
sidered fell short of what
working people deserve,” a
statement by the state fed-
eration claimed. “These
concerns span the full
breadth of our movement,
with public sector, private
sector, manufacturing and
building trades all express-
ing dissatisfaction.”

The key priorities they
pointed to included a
multi-billion dollar fix to
the Tier Two pension sys-
tem, which the state could
not possibly fund without

Stay alert as peak

Rich Miller

striking work-
ers after two
w e e k s
(expected
costs are up to $1 million a
year, but business interests
were hotly opposed and,
traditionally, no unem-
ployment insurance
changes can move forward
without first being subject-
ed to the agreed bill
process — a tradition the
AFL-CIO is trying to end).

House Bill 4416 would
grant unemployment
insurance benefits to non-
instructional education
workers (cost estimated up
to $176 million per year
and local schools were
hotly opposed because
they'd have to raise proper-
ty taxes).

And then there was
the data center issue.
Despite data centers being

more unpopular than
Ebola throughout the
entire country (and the

world, for that matter),
enough House and Senate
Democrats privately stood
with  organized labor
against data center regula-
tions deemed unreason-
able by the industry that a
bill which clamped down
on them and would've
been wildly popular never
emerged. Heck, nobody
ever got to the negotiation
stage.

What upset some of
the unions was that Gov. JB
Pritzker decided to do
what everybody has fig-
ured he'd do all along: He
issued a decree pausing
the granting of data center
tax breaks until a legisla-
tive solution could be
worked out.

That action will likely
force the industry and the
construction unions to the
negotiating table. Even if a
lawsuit is filed and won
claiming that Pritzker

roadside mowing begins

With peak roadside
mowing season underway,
the Tllinois Department of
Transportation is remind-
ing the public to slow
down, proceed with cau-
tion and pay extra atten-
tion when encountering
equipment and personnel.

In keeping with the
recent practice of timing
operations to preserve and
promote pollinator habi-
tat, the heaviest mowing
period will will be now
until Aug. 15.

“You'll see our mow-
ing crews throughout the
entire state so please
remember to give them
room to do their jobs safe-
ly,” said
Illinois, Transportation
Secretary Gia Biagi. “Our
top priorities are protect-

ing our workers, the public
and the environment.” «

During the summer,
IDOT conducts two pri-
mary types of mowing.
Safety mowing occurs
directly adjacent to the
road as needed.
Maintenance mowing,
which lasts for approxi-
mately six weeks and starts
around July 1, includes
areas next to culverts,
ditches, traffic control
devices and other struc-
tures, while following the
Illinois Monarch Project
Mowing Guidelines for
Pollinators, protecting as
much habitat and nectar
resources as possible.

The mowing schedule
helps to minimize the
impact on the traveling
public and encourage pol-

linator activity, which
assists in the reproduction
of flowers, fruits and veg-
etables that are essential to
the state’s ecosystem and
agricultural economy.
Reducing the amount of
land maintained and grow-
ing pollinator habitat also
protects the endangered
rusty patched bumble bee
and the monarch butterfly,
the official state insect of
Illinois.

In 2020, IDOT joined
in the launch of the Illinois
Monarch Action Plan, a
collaborative effort with
local and state partners to
help ensure the survival
and successful migration
of monarchs by increasing
and protecting habitat
along roadways

overstepped his authority,
the governor’s bureaucracy
can still slow-walk applica-
tions - and everyone
involved knows this.

To my eyes, this whole
thing looks like member
management. People don’t
always realize that labor
leaders are subject to simi-
lar election pressures as
politicians. They have to
keep their constituents
happy, and in this case the
constituency is the Illinois
AFL-CIO’s executive com-
mittee.

I'just do not think that
this announcement about
how the union endorse-
ment decisions will be
“deferred” to a later date
will wind up meaning no
endorsements at all, for
several reasons:

1) While things can
change, this year is shap-
ing up to be a horrible
midterm for President
Donald Trump in Illinois.
The House and Senate
Democrats are in no dan-
ger of losing seats (even
Democratic Rep. Harry
Benton, who has been

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

Withholding endorsements could be seriously
counter-productive for AFL-CIO

kicked out of the House
Democratic Caucus over
unspecified allegations,
might actually pull this off,
depending, of course, how
horrible his oppo file is).

The Dems might even
win seats without spend-
ing a dime. Withholding
endorsements only to see
the Democrats go on to
have a good year would be
seriously counter-produc-
tive. The politics game is
partially about making
sure candidates believe
they need you.

2) Organized labor
has not been all that
ecstatic about Gov.
Pritzker.

“He is labor friendly
but not a friend to labor,” is
a common refrain. So,
they're hoping to use this
threat of deferred endorse-
ments to put a bit of fear
into him as he gears up to
run nationwide.

But data centers are so
absolutely unpopular with
the electorate that Pritzker
can point to his pro-labor
record and explain that he
just couldn't be with his

friends on this one.

As far as pensions go,
he can point to Illinois’
ignoble past of over-prom-
ising and under-funding
pension benefits as a
darned good reason to
avoid repeating those mis-
takes.

When my associate
Isabel Miller asked the gov-
ernor about the announce-
ment, Pritzker said the
process was up to the AFL-
CIO, adding that he con-
siders himself "pro-work-
er." Neither of the two
Democratic legislative
leaders responded to
requests for comment.

3) As noted above,
several legislators stood
with labor on data center
regulation in private, and if
unions did actually with-
hold their endorsements
for the fall election, those
folks would have no incen-
tive to stick with unions in
the future, at least on this
topic.

Rich Miller also pub-
lishes Capitol Fax, a daily
political newsletter, and
CapitolFax.com.

Photo courtesy IDOT

PEAK MOWING SEASON is underway in lllinois and motorists are advised to be on the look

out for tractors like this.
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Now’s the time to turn tax planning
into a year-round strategy to secure your
wealth at all stages of life.

The Illinois CPA Society (ICPAS) sug-
gests taxpayers take these four steps:

A smart money move to start with is
revisiting one’s tax returns. Was a notably
larger refund received, or was an unfortu-
nate tax bill due? Was there a significant
difference from prior years? If so, why?
Ideally, taxpayers should see little to no
refund or balance due come Tax Day, so if
that wasn’t the case, adjustments should
be made.

How a taxpayer earns income and
saves it throughout the year impacts their
taxes. Even small adjustments to one’s W-
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Now’s the time to get ahead of higher taxes

4 payroll withholdings or tax-deferred
retirement account contributions and
adjusting whenever a life event occurs
(think changes in employment, marital
status, children or dependents, inheri-
tance or investment income, etc.)could be
enough to hit that goal oflittle to no refund
or balance due on Tax Day.

Depending on how much income tax
was refunded or due on Tax Day, and why,
will inform a taxpayer of what they can do
throughout the year to strategically miti-
gate or better manage their tax burden.

Due to the unpredictable nature of
future tax rates, taxpayers should maintain
their savings and investments in a mix of
taxable, tax-deferred, and tax-exempt

Fridays - 5 p.m.

Pre-payment required for all classified ads unless customer has a pre established business account

The Free Press Newspapers will be responsible for the first

Deadlines incorrect insertion, and its liabilities shall be limited to the price
Classified Ads & on one insertion. The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right

to classify correctly, edit, reject or cancel any advertisement at

Classifed Display Ads| any time in accordance with its policy. All ads must be checked

for errors the first week of publication by the advertiser.

Phone (815) 476-7966 or (815) 634-0315

Cost
Line Ads are up to 30 words
(20¢ for each word over 30)
1 wk.- $17; 2 wks.- $21;
3 wks.- $25; 4 wks.-$29*
$1.00 Extra per line for bold or
caps on classified

for details. *plus .0399% with credit card
\ VisA The Braidwood Journal — The Coal City Courant — The Free Press Advocate
FOR RENT HELP WANTED PETS SERVICE &
Wilmington - Commer- Bartender needed. Hot | arge Selection of Dog A
cial space. 101 E. Chi- Shotz, 725 S, Broad- and Cat Food, treats,
cago St, Unit 2. Call way, Coal City. Apply gaccessories, health A Thousand
815-693-6030. Avail- in person in after- 4igs clothing, Birthday
able July 1. ca15-18. ~ noons, any  day. freats, wall art, jewelry, Words
cc26-29 gifts, greeting cards Photography
HELP WANTED and Home of Fritters 385 N. Second Ave.
MISCELLANEOUS| for Critters Pet Treats. Coal City
New! Brew and Chew

WE ARE HIRING —
Full time teller in Wil-
mington. Send resume
to info@grundy.bank
or in person at 120 S

2011 Harley Davidson,
road glide, sedona or-
ange, $6,500. 110 volt
fuel transfer pump with
meter, new, $500. 24

Mandy Eaton

Dog Treats. Trinity 815-791-2913

Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il
60481 815-476-5104
slewis @trinityservices.

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter

CLASSIFIEDS

accounts.

Doing so diversifies current and
future tax exposure and creates more
opportunities for strategic tax planning as
one’s financial needs change throughout
life.

Seek guidance: Most Americans only
speak to advisors “when something forces
the conversation.” Instead of waiting for a
complex tax or other financial situation to
arise, taxpayers should think of proactive
tax and financial planning as a means to
financial flexibility and freedom.

Every dollar counts, and having trust-
ed tax and financial planning profession-
als to turn to are helpful when it comes to
decoding the outcome of tax season, miti-

gating one’s tax exposure, and making the
most of one’s income and savings.

Whenever taxpayers have questions
or concerns about their tax and financial
situations, CPAs—certified  public
accountants can offer clarity. Working
with a CPA isn’t just about filing an annual
tax return, it’s about building a proactive
tax strategy and financial plan that works
throughout the year.

ICPAS’ free “Find a CPA” directory can
help taxpayers connect with a trusted,
strategic advisor that’s right for them
based on location, types of services need-
ed, and languages spoken. Find a CPA at
www.icpas.org/findacpa.

STORAGE

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50
515 Davy Lane, Wilmington

WANTED

Main St., Wilmington. org. cleaning,  aluminum
ch26-27 %ﬁuogooﬁrﬂ sprayer 9 gutter screen, no repair
, used once, to small or too big.
] $200. 815-210-1669, Free roof inspection.
Part-time ~ Groomer leave message. Low  prices Lic
Wanted! I'm lookin RECREATIONAL '
( g #104.007296 Ask for
for an experienced VEHICLES Mike at 815-730-13083.
groomer to join my | LOST & FOUND
team. Flexible sched- For Sale - 2006
ule a.nd' I'm open to Have you found a lost Gulfstream 32  ft.
negotiating hours and pet or lost a pet in Will long, sleeps 8 with

pay. If you're dedi-
cated and easygoing,
please contact me.
Let’'s work together!
Braidwood, Call Karen
at 815-823-3844.

County? Please call
Will County Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite your family,
815-462-5633.

shed. Currently at Lake
Point Resort. $5,000 or
best offer. 928-715-
7395. cc26-27

WE/OUR
READERS

WANTED
SCRAP METAL

* Farm Machinery

* Garden Tractors
¢ Snowmobiles

* Appliances

* Anything Metal

Free pickup
7 days
815-210-881°9

Auctioneers:

10:00 AM

2020 John Deere S760 Combine, 2WD, 1066 eng hrs,
677 sep hrs. JD 693 6-row head. JD 620F grain head.
2007 1D 7630 Tractor, 1535 hrs. 1997 ID 8100 Tractor,
FWA, 3409 hrs, duals. 2013 JD 1760 12-Row Planter.
1978 JD 8200 Grain Drill. 1987 JD 950 23’ FC. 1978 ID
230 21’ Disc. 1998 John Deere 2810 6-bottom Plow.
1987 JD 825 Cultivator 6-row. JD 400 Rotary Hoe. 1993
GMC Kodiak Grain Truck, 66k mi. Killboros 490 Grain
Cart. (7) Gravity Wagons. JD A. A-C D-17 & WD. Hyster
Forklift. A.T. Ferrell & Co Clipper Super X298D Seed
Cleaner, and much more. See website for full list.

Sellers: Coldwater Seed Farm &
Larry Coldwater Estate

Visit our website for Photos, Flyer and more information.

Auction conducted by Richard A. Olson & Associates, Inc

Dick Olson 815-258-3003 RICHARD A. OLSON

FARM MACHINERY AUCTION

TUESDAY
JULY 14, 2026

Auction Location:
26845 S Coldwater Rd,
Elwood, IL

Call us for directions or see website.

Simulcast Bidding
Available. NO
Buyer’s Premium.

A & E SEPTIC SERVICE

Pumping - Repairs - New Installation
Sewer Rodding - Sanitary - Party Potties
Ed Bonnivier

Coal City » 634-4691

Mini Storage
CLEMENTINE’'S
CLOSETS

515 Davy Lane,
Wilmington

Affordable
Clean, Secure
Monthly Rentals

SISTEK RENTALS

We SELL, REPAIR, and RENT
Outdoor Power Equipment

e 74

CubCadet, it
[ =) 8=

YOUR NEXT MOWER®

815-237-8298

740 Ock Street ® South Wilmington, IL

LIFTED

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
CONCRETE RAISING

Spray Foam Goncrete
Insulation Raising
* arages * driveways
« pole buildings ~ « sidewalks
* attics * patios
= basements » stairs
* commercial * and more!
* industrial

Wilmington » 815-200-6880

SHORKEY; PAINITING
(815)) 546-13121

Interior/Exterion

No Deposit Required
815-530-0200

52. Jeweled headdress
56. In slow tempo

58. __Falls

60. Reassertions

62. Eras

63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN

1. Corporate executive

2. A plant used for flavoring food
3. Opinion or belief

4. Sheep in their second year
5. Intensities of sound

6. Indicates support for

7. Expression of laughter

8. OJ trial judge

9. Pointed ends of pens

10. True bugs genus

12. Lawyers argue theirs

13. Body parts

16. Closes tightly

17. World Heritage site in Nigeria
20. Islamic calendar month
22. Commercial

25. “Westworld” actor Harris
26. They __

27. Religious guilds

29. Woman (French)

31. Parts per billion (abbr.)
34. Brew

36. Spiritual leader

37. Indigo bush

38. Burn with a hot liquid
40. Older citizen

Lewal: Inermediais

43. Scad fish genus IEEE E

CLUES ACROSS 30. Let go of 45. Morning BIE|LIPIBICYOISILY iiviams

1.__chat 32. Indian title of respect (:k?k.)rlame passing through the center L|S|FJL|E|9)E|B |2 MEIRIEINAN

5. Statue near the Pyramids 33. Whereabouts unknown : V(H V1L

11. A process to change the look 35. Electronic data processing 50. Double S-shaped curve Blojelell|SI6]v ]} a |

14. Herb 36. Drivers' licenses count 51. Small, thin person HFAE BEE IRRE 1 s

15. Think about excessively 39. Snakelike fishes 53. Older v 3

18. Bass vocal part 41. They precede C gg '\Hﬂjr::airizg S|L{G6)L|9[E}B|2 |V a [

19. Supreme Allied Cmdr. of NATO 42. Popular personal computers : ) o L

21. A major division of geological time 44. Intermediate community stage in 57. Word element meaning ear cls]9481vI1ISI6IE s !

23. New Zealand parrot ecological succession 58. Tothe __ degree L|6|S|9lz|F]i]|E|B GIE

24. Cognitive contents 46. Wings 59, Residue o/ s/s|v|a
28. Lump of yam 47. Indicates position 61. It cools your home FlB|EJS|LH|L)E|9]|6 Nvol3ulo
29. Atomic #109 49. Pleasantly smooth or soft alzlZlelelsly|L]s 05 i i ﬂl : :
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ment are Devon McVey (left) and Abby Stiles.

CHAMPIONS OF THE Battle of the Towns pickl

e )7 f!
eball tourna-
Unger and Matt Leman.

B vl & - & | 1 4 ¢
FINISHING SECOND in the Battle of the Towns were Jeremy

o . \ [
@ | RALLYING WITH FOUR wins to finish third overall in the
Battle of the Towns pickleball tournament were Mason

Garner and Andy Vignocchi.

Coal City runs away with inaugural Town Cup

The courts at North Park in Coal City
were electric over the weekend as local
players gathered for the highly anticipated
"Battle of the Towns" pickleball tourna-
ment.

The event, featuring teams represent-
ing Coal City, Morris and Braidwood,
delivered high-stakes drama, incredible
underdog stories and a hometown crowd
that walked away with major bragging
rights.

The morning kicked off with pool
play to determine bracket seeding, where
the Coal City teams of Matt
Leman/Jeremy Unger and Devon
McVey/Abby Stiles both finished a perfect
3-0 to lead the pack. However, once the
double-elimination bracket began, the
intensity reached another level.

Leman and Unger looked virtually
unstoppable, cruising through the win-
ner's bracket and even defeating
McVey/Stiles in a tight 11-9 battle to

secure an automatic spot in the grand
championship.

Dropped to the loser's bracket, McVey
and Stiles had to fight their way back, sur-
viving a gritty 11-9 match against Andy
Vignocchi and Mason Garner. Because it
was a double-elimination format, McVey
and Stiles needed to defeat the top seeds
twice in a row.

McVey and Stiles controlled the first
game 11-5, forcing a winner-take-all
match. With the tension high, McVey and
Stiles dug deep to pull off an 11-7 victory,
completing the ultimate comeback to
capture the title and walk away with the
$200 cash prize.

While McVey and Stiles took home
the hardware, Coal City’s
Vignocchi/Garner authored the definitive
Cinderella story of the tournament. After a
1-2 showing in morning pool play left
them low in the seeding, they flipped a
switch in the afternoon.

Vignocchi and Garner went on a
spectacular four-match win streak in the
elimination bracket—knocking out teams
Jon Zarbock/Owen Noon (11-1), Quy
Nguyen/Jonah Maldono (11-9), Brodie
Peterson/Jace Scalf (11-6), and Aidan
Meister/Dom Chellino (11-9)—to storm
their way into a 3rd-place podium finish.

The tournament also marked the
debut of the "Town Cup," a per-capita
scoring system that combined pool play
points with bracket success to crown the
area's top pickleball community.

While Braidwood held a narrow lead
after the morning session, Coal City com-
pletely overwhelmed the field in the after-
noon bracket. Sweeping the top three
podium spots. Coal City finished with a
grand total average of 106.25 points to
firmly secure the trophy over Braidwood
(42) and Morris (25).

"It was a great day for our first ever
multi-town tournament, and our goal is to

bring more people from all over to enjoy
some competitive pickleball,” said event
organizer Matt Leman.

“Events like these are only possible
with the support of the community and
the Coal City Tennis Association wants to
give a massive thank you to The Cove for
providing complimentary drinks for all of
our tournament players and for their con-
tinued support of the area's growing pick-
leball community.”

The Battle of the Towns may be over,
but local pickleball action is still heating
up for the summer. The CCTA has
announced that the final league of the
summer will run from July 7 through
August 11. Registration details and more
information can be found by following the
Coal City Tennis Association on Facebook
and Instagram.

CC High School senior
soccer and tennis players
and parents honored

Courtesy photo
CCHS SOCCER SENIOR Kyla Kohler is a two year member of the soccer team. Kyla has also
been involved in Tennis, Band, Speech and Spanish Honor Society. Her future plans are to
attend Joliet Junior College and then transfer to DePaul University majoring in Sports
Communication. Kyal was accompanied on senior night by her parents, Jullian Kohler and
William Kohler.
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Photo by Amy Walker

CCHS TENNIS SENIOR Martin Ramirez is a four year member of the Coalers Tennis team
and a tennis state qualifier. During his time at Coal City High School he also participated in
Coalers Soccer, Choir, Madrigals, Drama Club, Musica, Music Honor Society, National Honor
Society and Band—marching, jazz and symphonic. Martin will continue his education at
Lewis University majoring in business management with a minor in vocal music, while also
obtaining a private pilots license. Martin was escorted on Senior Night by his parents

Crystal and Noel Ramirez.
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Courtesy photo

CCHS SOCCER SENIOR Hayden Francisco is a four year member and current captain of the
Soccer Team. Hayden is escorted by her parents Kori and Chris Francisco. In addition to
soccer, Hayden has participated in National Honor Society. Her future plans are to attend
Joliet Junior College to study nursing and continue her soccer career.

Santa Claus presents 2nd
annual Touch the Truck

Santa Claus is coming to Grundy County presents the 2nd annual
Touch the Truck.

The free event will be held at the Coal City Lions Hall and Park, 460 S.
Illinois St., Coal City. Saturday, July 11 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

This Grundy County summer event is open to residents of all ages.

Photo by Amy Walker

CCHS TENNIS SENIOR Zach Terry is a four year member of the Coalers Tennis program. He
serves as president of the Tabletop Club and is an officer in Art Club—groups he has been
a member of all four years at Coal City High School. Zach’s future plans are to attend Joliet
Junior College to study movie directing. He was accompanied on Senior Night by his father,

Adam Terry.

Photo by Amy Walker
CCHS TENNIS SENIOR Devon McVey has been a four year member of the Coalers Tennis
team. He is also involved in Pickleball Club, Coalers with Character, Math Team and tutor-
ing and National Honor Society. His plans are to attend the University of lllinois majoring in
actuarial science. He was accompanied on Senior Night by his parents, Dawn and Anthony
McVey.
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