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MEMBERS OF THE public and Life Scout Jonah Micetich (third from left) raise flags representing all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces at the May 25 Memorial Day Service in Coal City.

MAYOR DAVE SPESIA (at left) honors veter-
ans who sacrificed all to protect our coun-
try during a Memorial Day ceremony set
aside to pay tribute to the men and women
who gave their lives in defense of freedom.
In all, 761 Coal City area residents were
called to military service from World War I
to Vietnam—24 of them did not return
home. The names of these military heroes
are engraved on plaques on the Community
Veterans Monument in front of the Coal
City Intermediate School. The monument
includes the names of over 1,100 military
veterans from the community dating back
to the Spanish-American War. At right,
Christian Micetich of the Air National
Guard speaks to attendees at the Memorial
Day Service, stressing the sacrifice made
by those who served in all branches of the
Armed Forces.

Coal City
honors 
the Brave

Photo by Eric Fisher

THE MASTODON FUEL CENTER at North Division and Coal City Road in Braidwood is
about three weeks away from completion. Last week workers from Omega Sign & Lighting
were hanging the Mobil digital sign on one side while painters were make final touches on
the exterior on the south side of the building.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Dave Smith has a
mammoth-sized headache.
He can’t sleep. On the very
worst days, he finds himself
close to tears. 

Smith, CEO of
Ridgeway Petroleum in
Lansing, is an experienced
gas station developer. The
latest jewel in his crown is
the Mastodon station near-
ing completion in

Braidwood. Mastodon was
scheduled to open for busi-
ness on June 1, but odds are
that will not happen.

The station is currently
mired in the tar pits of
Illinois Dept. of
Transportation (IDOT).

Smith has begged; he’s
pleaded for the magical
permit that will enable him
to open the station. All to
no avail.

“You wouldn’t happen
to know  someone at

IDOT,” Smith asks, and he’s
dead serious.

Smith said the new
Mastodon Market, fuel sta-
tion auto wash was origi-
nally aiming for a June 1
opening. Instead, the near-
ly finished development

IDOT keeps Mastodon
in prehistoric limbo

SEE MASTODON PAGE 2
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The Coal City softball
team saw its season come
to an end Wednesday night
after Manteno used a huge
third inning to pull away
for an 11-6 victory in the
Manteno Regional.

Coal City finished the
season with an 18-16 over-
all record and an 8-6 mark
in ICE Conference play.

The Coalers came out
swinging early and
grabbed a 2-0 lead in the
top of the first inning.
Khloe Picard ripped a dou-
ble to center field to drive
in a run, while another run
scored on a Manteno error.

Coal City added
another run in the third
when Addison Harvey
doubled to center, extend-
ing the lead to 3-1.

But the game turned
quickly in the bottom half
of the inning as Manteno

erupted for eight runs on
five hits to seize a 9-3
advantage. The Panthers
capitalized on defensive
miscues during the rally,
including an error that
plated three runs.

Despite the setback,
the Coalers continued bat-
tling at the plate through-
out the game. Coal City fin-
ished with 10 hits, led by
Picard, Harvey, Rese
Symons and Rileigh Eddy
with two hits apiece.
Picard went 2-for-4 and
drove in two runs.

Masyn Kuder pitched
all six innings for the
Coalers, allowing 10 hits
and 11 runs, though only
two of the runs were
earned.

Manteno also totaled
10 hits, with Aubrie
Goudreau collecting three
hits while she and Mady

Dye each drove in two
runs.

Coal City coach
Rodney Monbrum praised
his senior class following
the season-ending defeat.

“Finished 18-16 over-
all and 8-6 in conference,”
Monbrum said. “Proud of
all 9 of our seniors and
everything they have
accomplished over the last
4 years.”

The loss closes the
careers of a senior group
that helped keep the
Coalers competitive
throughout the season
while providing leadership
for a younger roster.

Manteno went on to
face 31-0 Beecher for the
regional championship
and lost 14-6 on Friday.

Manteno’s surge ends Lady
Coalers’ season in semifinal

Photo by Amy Walker

HITTING A DOUBLE during the regional game against Manteno is Coal City�s Rileigh Eddy.

Photo by Amy Walker

YOU�RE OUT! Lady Coaler Rese Symons tags the Manteno baserunner out at second base. 

Photo by Amy Walker

SAFE AT SECOND base last week is Coal City�s Addison Harvey.

Photo by Amy Walker

TAKING A PASS on a high pitch during last week�s regional game at Manteno is Lady Coaler
Ava Kenney.

Photo by Amy Walker

COAL CITY CATCHER Khloe Picard makes a catch in foul territory to get an out against
Manteno.

Photo by Amy Walker

COAL CITY�S MASYN KUDER throws to Leah Jensen at first base for an out.
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THE COAL CITY BASEBALL team presented coach Greg Wills with an autographed home plate last week during a brief ceremony recognizing his retirement. Wills is retiring after 31
years of dedicated service to Coal City School district as a high school English teacher and coach at the middle school and high school levels. His coaching career has included foot-
ball and baseball, where he has influenced student-athletes through his leadership, commitment and love for the game. He has served as an assistant high school baseball coach and
concludes his remarkable tenure as the head eighth grade and varsity baseball coach.  Whether in the classroom, on the field, or in the dugout, Coach Wills influence will continue to
be felt for years to come.

The Coal City baseball
team enters postseason
play red hot after posting a
pair of dominant shutout
victories this past week,
outscoring opponents 21-0
in wins over Serena and
Seneca.

Coal City opened the
stretch with a 10-0, five-
inning victory over Serena
on Monday at Cullick
Field. Senior right-hander
Mason Hamilton was near-
ly untouchable on the
mound, allowing just one
hit while striking out six
and walking one over five
scoreless innings.

The Coalers wasted lit-
tle time giving Hamilton
support, breaking the
game open early. Connor
Henline provided the
biggest blow with a two-
run homer as part of a 2-
for-3 day with three RBIs.
Tyce Farrell stayed hot at
the plate, going 3-for-3
with a triple and a double.

Drake Stewart drove in
two runs, while Donnie

Ladas and Bobby
Rodriguez each collected
two hits. Rodriguez added
an RBI, and Lance Cuddy
and Ethan Olson also con-
tributed hits in the victory.

“Mason came out and
was dominant in his five
innings on the bump, and
we were able to get the
offense rolling early to put
this one away in five
innings,” coach Greg Wills
said.

The Coalers followed
that performance with
another five-inning rout
Monday, blanking Seneca
11-0 to improve to 26-7
overall entering regional
play.

Cuddy made a suc-
cessful return to the
mound, tossing a com-
plete-game one-hitter
while striking out six and
walking none to earn his
eighth victory of the sea-
son. The senior also con-
tributed offensively, going
2-for-3 with an RBI.

Henline continued his

strong stretch by doubling
twice and driving in a run,
while Ladas finished 2-for-
3 with two RBIs. Stewart
added two RBIs, and
Bobby Rodriguez, Gavin
Berger and Kellen Forsythe
each chipped in RBIs as
the Coalers piled up anoth-
er double-digit offensive
performance.

“Lance has been nurs-
ing a sore ankle for a few
weeks, and he has not
pitched much for the last
few weeks,” Wills said. “We
had him on a short leash
and a pitch count, but we
really wanted to get him
back on the mound and
get him a start heading
into the postseason. He
looked great and it looks
like he is ready to go.”

Wills said the Coalers’
lineup is clicking at the
right time as the postsea-
son begins.

“Offensively we have
been stringing some things
together and getting good
at bats from a lot of differ-

ent guys,” Wills said.
“Lance, Connor and
Donnie continue to swing
it very well, and some of
our other guys are starting
to come around as well.”

Coal City now pre-
pares for what Wills
believes will be one of the
toughest Class 2A postsea-
son paths in the state. The
Coalers will face the win-
ner of the Reed-Custer vs.
Seneca opener at the
Seneca Regional on
Thursday at 3 p.m. They've
defeated either team
before and will likely
advance to the champi-
onship game on Saturday
at 11 a.m. against
Wilmington or Prairie
Central.

“Our subsectional has
to be one of the toughest
2A subsectionals in the
state,” Wills said. “Every
team has a pitcher who can
go out there and win. We
will have to play great
baseball to be successful in
the postseason.”

Coalers roll into postseason 
with back-to-back shutouts
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BEATING THE THROW to safely reach second is Coal City’s Max Kramer.

LADY COALER Marina Figge placed 7th in long jump during
the IHSA State Track and Field finals with a personal record
of 17’ 8”.

The Coal City soccer
team saw its season come
to a close Tuesday night
after falling 2-0 to Beecher
in the opening round of the
Manteno Regional.

The loss ended a chal-
lenging season for the
Coalers, who finished with
a 1-15-3 overall record
against a difficult schedule
that included several
strong opponents through-
out the year.

Beecher, which
entered the postseason
with a 16-7-1 record, con-
trolled the regional semifi-
nal matchup and advanced

with the shutout victory.
Coal City battled

defensively throughout the
contest but was unable to
generate enough offense to
overcome the Bobcats.
Beecher finished the sea-
son having scored 112
goals overall and entered
the postseason as one of
the stronger teams in the
area.

The Coalers closed the
year with 14 goals scored.

Several younger play-
ers saw increased varsity
minutes as the program
looks to regroup and build
toward next season.

Coalers’ season
ends in regional
loss to Beecher

Photo by Amy Walker

STEALING SECOND BASE for the Coalers last week is Ethan Donnelly.

Photo by Amy Walker

ROUNDING FIRST BASE after getting a big hit for the Coalers is Bobby Rodriguez.
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