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“I rode my bike up and down
these streets and I would never had
thought I would be the mayor of Coal
City, I never really aspired to do that,”
Terry Halliday said during his final
days of leading the village.

Although it was not something
he could foresee in his younger years,
Halliday found himself serving his
community for 24 years, eight of
those as the town’s mayor.

As his service to the community
comes to a close—at least for now—
Halliday will be remembered as the
mayor who saw the town through

some of its darkest days—a tornado
and worldwide pandemic. 

Halliday’s term as mayor was just
getting started when a powerful EF-3
tornado struck a large portion of the
village on the evening of June 22,
2015. He had only been in office five
weeks, and the storm hit just about an
hour after the Village Board had
adjourned a meeting where finances
and limited borrowing power had
been discussed.

“The tornado was a challenge,
mainly because of how quickly it hit
and I was still trying to get my feet on
the ground,” Halliday said.

In the hours and days after the
storm, Halliday put forth every effort

to ensure the residents were provided
the resources they needed and the
cleanup and recovery moved quickly.

As challenging as those days

were, he said, those days were also
some of the best. 

“You got to see the best of what
people are. Being there to reassure
and meet new people that was some
of the good, and walking the town
knowing we were making progress
and seeing others step up to help,” he
said.

Being there for the people is one
of the most important functions of a
mayor, Halliday said. So, when people
would approach him in the grocery
store, at an event, or give him a call,
he would always take the time to lis-
ten. 

“I never shied away,” he said,
noting that most times it came down

to seeing each others sides of an mat-
ter, an while it might not go the way
someone had hoped there was reso-
lution. 

Getting out and being the face of
the community, leading the agenda
and working with town leaders are
also important functions of the role.
Halliday said he did his best to do all
of that while still working full-time
and raising a family.

Halliday’s three daughters all
grew up with their dad serving the
community. His youngest was just
one month old when he was sworn
into his first term as a village trustee. 

24 years of service and not done yet
“I THINK YOU NEED TO SERVE
PEOPLE, THAT’S WHAT WE ARE

PUT ON THIS EARTH TO DO.
BEING ON THE VILLAGE BOARD

OPENED MY EYES TO WHOLE
NEW OPPORTUNITIES.”

TERRY HALLIDAY
MAYOR OF COAL CITY

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

It was American busi-
nessman Howard Schultz
who said, “success is best
when it’s shared.” 

That is the case for the
Hawkins brothers—Luke and
Logan—who are sharing top
academic honors as they
close  out their days at Coal
City High School. 

Luke is the valedictorian
and Logan the salutatorian of
the class of 2023. 

“My brother was proba-
bly my biggest motivation. He
was the one that was going to
school with me every day,
pushing me to accomplish
the same things if not more
than what he has,” Luke said
of his twin brother Logan—
the older of the two by just
minutes.

In the course of four
years, the two have found
much success at CCHS. Luke
finishes his studies with a
4.745 grade point average and
Logan a 4.725.

“The honor means a lot
to me because it justifies all of

the work that I have put into
school,” Logan said. 

Along with a focus on

academics, Luke and Logan
were involved in various
activities.  Both held mem-

bership in the National
Honor Society, Spanish
Honor Society and participat-
ed in Future Business Leaders
of America [FBLA]. 

Luke was also a member
of the school’s math team and
played soccer for the
Coalers.Logan participated in
golf,  scholastic bowl,
Madrigals and spring musi-
cal. 

“The most challenging
feature of my four years in
high school is balancing a
busy schedule. All of the
clubs, extra-curriculars, and
of course classes are hard to
manage, but this challenge
has definitely prepared me
for a busy and prosperous
future,” Logan said.

For Luke, the biggest
challenge he faced was taking
five advanced placement
courses during his junior
year, but as he said, “this is
what truly set me apart from
the rest of my class.”

The brothers, the sons of
Roger and Nicole Hawkins,
have also earned academic
recognition  by the College

Shared success
Luke and Logan Hawkins lead class of 2023

STAFF REPORT

Sunday’s commencement ceremony at Coal City
High School will recognize the academic achievement of
the top 10% of the Class of 2023.

Valedictorian Luke Hawkins will be honored, as will
salutatorian Logan Hawkins.

Also to be recognized, in order of class rank, are:
Brady Ehman, Mia Ratajczak, Kaelan Natyshok, Gavin
Chernesky, Brecken Johnson, Azra Malovski, Braiden
Young, Collin Dames, Declan Harrington, Joseph
Hutchings, Natalie Appleton, Joshua Ritchie, Carley
Morris and Reyton Benson. 

The students in the top 10% posted grade point
averages [gpa] all above a 4.0, ranging from 4.745 to 4.26

As they close out their time in the Unit 1 School
District, the students reflect on their time at CCHS and
share their plans for the future. 

Ehman, the son of Jason and Kelli Ehman, wraps up
his high school education with a 4.721 gpa  and plans to
attend Illinois State University where he will major in

Coaler Top 10%
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COAL CITY HIGH School seniors are preparing for commencement exercises as the class of 2023 will receive diplomas during a 2
p.m. ceremony on Sunday, May 14 in the school’s competition gymnasium. The top 10% of the graduating class will be honored
and remarks given by the valedictorian, salutatorian, class officers and Superintendent Chris Spencer. At the top of the class aca-
demically are [ seated, from left]: Mia Ratajczak, salutatorian Logan Hawkins, valedictorian Luke Hawkins, Brady Ehman and Gavin
Chernesky. Kneeling: Josh Ritchie, Azra Malovski, Reyton Benson, Natalie Appleton and Carley Morris. Standing: Collin Dames,
Joey Hutchings, Declan Harrington, Brecken Johnson, Kaelan Natyshok and Braiden Young.

SEE TOP 10%

SEE SUCCESS, PAGE 2

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Results of the April elec-
tion have been certified and
the elected members of the
Unit 1 Board of Education
have been sworn in.

At the start of its regular
meeting on May 3, Shawn
Hamilton administered the
oath of office to new board
members Cindy Klein and Dan
Engelhardt and re-elected
members Ken P. Miller and
and Quint Harmon.

The four were the only
candidates on the ballot and
with the vote of district resi-
dents they will serve for the
next four years. The results of
the public vote were 948 for
Miller; 808 for Klein, 742 for
Harmon and Engelhardt, 732.

With the board members
seated, the seven-member
group selected officers—presi-
dent, vice president and secre-
tary—to serve for the next two
years. 

There was no change in
leadership as Miller was re-
appoint to a sixth term as
board president. 

According to Hamilton,
Miller is now the longest serv-
ing board president in the dis-
trict’s history.

“You are an outstanding
leader and we’re glad to have
you serve for another two,”
Hamilton said. 

The board then re-
appoint Hamilton as its vice
president and Mary Gill will
continue as the board’s secre-
tary, a position she has held for
21 years. 

By action of its members,
the board will continue to
meet at 6 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month in
the district’s administration
center, with study sessions
taking place on the last
Wednesday of the month. 

Board policies were
approved and Miller appoint-
ed members to the  following
committees:

• Grundy Area Vocational
C e n t e r — E n g e l h a r d t ,
Hamilton [alternate];

• Illinois Association of
School Board’s Three Rivers
Division—Hamilton, Gill
[alternate];

• High School

New school board 
members welcomed,
leadership continues
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THE UNIT 1 Board of Education canvassed the results of the April
Consolidated Election and administered the oath of office to its re-
elected and new board members. Board vice president Shawn
Hamilton administered the oath to [from left] Ken P. Miller, Cindy
Klein, Dan Englehardt and Quint Harmon. 

SEE BOARD, PAGE 2

SEE HALLIDAY, PAGE 2
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Scholarship—Gill, Quint
Harmon [alternate];

• Athletics—Englehardt,
Miller [alternate];

• Learning Leadership
Team—Miller and Gill;

• Unit #1 Education
Foundation—Miller, Quint

Harson [alternate];
• Board Policy—Steve

Rogers and Klein;
• Finance—Hamilton and

Harmon;
• Insurance—Gill and

Rogers;
• Transportation—Gill,

and Klein;
• Discipline—Harmon

and Hamilton.

Halliday served 16 years as a trustee, a position he was
encouraged to seek by the late mayor Jerry Pierard. 

Pierard was running for mayor that year and stopped by
Halliday’s home. “He said, what do you think about running for
trustee. He gave me the old, it’s only two nights a month. I
respected him very much so I said  I would throw my hat in the
ring and see what it brings.”

Halliday was elected that spring and Pierard put him in as
chairman of the Water and Sewer Committee. It just so hap-
pened the village was under an Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency [IEPA] wastewater mandate that required the
town to transition to a mechanical system. 

Halliday’s first project was overseeing the construction of
the town’s wastewater treatment facility and closing out the
sewage lagoon. 

The project was financed and the repayment made through
a surcharge collected from residents through the utility bill.

Halliday recalls working with former trustee Leo Middleton
on the project. 

“We were trying to figure out how we were going to pay for
that. I said, if we put it in the rates it will never come out because
that’s how government works, they will always find a way to use
that money. So let’s put in a surcharge and when it’s paid off  it
comes off.  We made a commitment to the people  and when
that surcharge came off, I never thought I would still be on the
board, that was 20 years,” Halliday said.

There are a number of projects the mayor recalls over his 24
years including establishment of the tax increment financing
district, the start of development on the south side of the village,
reconstruction of South Broadway, retaining Berkot’s Super
Foods and securing a facility planning agreement with the city
of Braidwood.

Halliday was a trustee when the agreement with Braidwood
was signed, it ensured a boundary between the two towns when
the Will County neighbor was looking to extend its city limits to
down Reed Road to Broadway. At the time there was a large
interest in residential development in that area which would
have put a burden on the local schools and limit the potential
for commercial and industrial development. 

As his term was entering its final two years, Halliday found
himself joining in the effort to secure the continued operation of
the Dresden Nuclear Generating Station when its parent com-
pany announced its intent to terminate operations. 

Although the village does not receive direct tax dollars from
the facility, the property taxes paid to the county as well as the
school, fire and library districts benefit local residents. Along
with the indirect benefit of having the facility within the larger
community. 

As he departs his post, Halliday is pleased to know he leaves
the town in a good financial position and with an ability to meet
the utility needs of its residents and businesses. With the recent
modernization of the wastewater treatment facility and forth-
coming expansion of the water treatment plant the village will
be set to set the town—including potential expansion—for the
next 2-25 years or more. 

It’s not only the village that has undergone change during
Halliday’s tenure, he said in serving his community he’s changed
as a person.

“I think I listen more now, I think I have more patience with
people and I have much more respect for what people go
through,” Halliday said.

“I have definitely come out of this a better person, it
stretched me and put me in a space where I was not comfortable
and pushed me and that was good,” he said.

None of that would  have been possible if  Pierard had not
“twisted” his arm into running for the board. 

“I’ve learned a lot and learned to respect the people who do
this. It’s not easy, you do the best you can and try to make deci-
sions you think will help the village grow, and to represent every-
body as fairly as you can,” he said.

Halliday never expected to serve as long as he has. Two
nights a month turned into 24 years, but as he said there is
always that next thing you want to accomplish  and you keep
going. 

Halliday did consider a seeking a third term as mayor, he’s
nearing retirement and would have more time to do some of the
things that limited him these past eight, like getting more
involved with outside agencies like the Grundy Economic
Development Council and Will County Governmental League,
but in the end he opted to turn the gavel over to someone else.

“It was a hard decision, but it’s the right time. I was loosing
some energy and you have to have the energy to put your best
foot forward,” Halliday said.

As of today, Wednesday, May 10, he turns the town over to
Dave Spesia, a man who he approached with the same verbiage
Pierard used on him... “it’s only two meetings a month.”

Halliday is confident Spesia will do well in the position he’s
been elected to. 

Although his time as mayor has come to a close, Halliday
has no plans to stopping serving his community.

He does plan to take a bit of time to regroup, but said he will
back with a focus on finding a non-profit organization to work
with, “something I can sink my teeth into with retirement.” 

Halliday believes we all should find a way to serve our com-
munity, it doesn’t have to be as a member of the Village Board or
School Board, it could be lending a hand to a local organization,
coaching a team or stocking the shelves at the local food pantry.

“I think you need to serve people, that’s what we are put on
this earth to do. Being on the Village Board opened my eyes to
whole new opportunities,” Halliday said.

Although it still is unclear where his service will be directed
he assures us he, “won’t be sitting around home.”

Whatever he decides to do, it will be something were he can
help the cause more forward. 

At the end of the day, Halliday said, “it will play out the way
it should.”

Halliday

Board

Boards as National Merit Scholars earn-
ing the Rural and Small Town Award and
were honored by the Illinois Student
Assistance Commission as Illinois  State
Scholars.

“Coal City has prepared me for my
future by providing me with a top rate
high school education provided by some
of the finest teachers one could find,” said
Logan, who pointed out one instructor in
particular. 

“Mr. [Matt] Leman has motivated me
the most at Coal City High School. He has
taught me in many different things, as he
has really become a friend more than a
teacher. He is always challenging me to
be better than I was the day before. He
has especially done this through the com-
petitive nature. I will continue to strive to
be better than he is, at anything we do,”
Logan said.

As for Luke, he said, “Coal City has
given me the opportunity to really focus
on my education seeing as it is a smaller
school. It was the stepping stone to my
future endeavors at Alabama.”

Luke and Logan are both headed to
the University of Alabama in the fall to
begin their studies in engineering. Luke
focused on civil engineering and Logan in
aerospace engineering. 

To assist them with their college

plans, the university has awarded them
National Merit Scholarships, and they
have also earned several local scholar-
ships including the Cordogan Clark Built
Environment, Ruth Kaplan and Unit 1
Educational Foundation. And, Luke also
received the Wilmington Masonic Lodge
Scholarship. 

As for their long term plans, Luke
would like to work for the Walt Disney
Company as an ‘imagineer’  giving him
the ability to, “create the love and joy that
the parks being to all its visitors.”

As for Logan, he foresees himself
working in his chosen field, the goal is to
work for  Lockhead Martin—one of the
top aerospace and defense companies in
the nation—or should the opportunity to
arise to work in the astronautical field it
he would prefer SpaceX or NASA. 

Looking back on their days at CCHS,
both say they have changed since walking
in for the first day of freshman year. 

“Going into my freshman year I was a
little, shy freshman who had no ambition
to do anything special in my high school
career. Now, I am a senior graduating as
salutatorian who is outspoken and presi-
dent of several organizations,” Logan
said, noting his involvement and leader-
ship roles in various organizations and
the honors received are hopefully proof
of the significant changes he’s made since
August 2019. 

Luke said taking a step to get out and

do more in high school, “was certainly a
step in the right direction.”

As they head into the final days as
high school students, both say there is a
lot they will miss including friends and
rivals to the small town atmosphere they
had growing up in Coal City. 

“It really is a blessing to be able to
know everyone in your graduating class
and have all of them know you back,”
Luke said. “However, I look forward to
going to a  bigger school such as Alabama
as I’ll truly get to live the college experi-
ence.”

Based on their own success and
experiences as Coalers, the Hawkins
brothers share a bit of advice for the next
graduating class. 

“No matter what happens in a class,
you need to talk to the teacher. They are
always willing to help with anything,”
Logan said.

As for Luke, “I would simply say to
enjoy your senior year. It’s very common
for people to say that time flies but it real-
ly doesn’t when you live in the moment.
The second you get too far ahead of your-
self  is the time at which you don’t experi-
ence the present for what it is.”

Luke and Logan will address their
classmates during the school’s 109th
commencement ceremony on Sunday
afternoon, May 14.

The village of Coal City’s
annual spring cleanup day is
just one month away. 

The village of Coal City
and Environmental Waste
Recycling has announced the
curb side collection—the only
one held this year—is sched-
uled for May 18 and 19,
depending on your waste col-
lection day. 

There are a few items that
that will not be collected and
that includes broken concrete,
building materials, rocks, soil,
household hazardous wastes
including but not limited to—
explosives, paints, oils, sol-
vents or other materials that
may present a fire hazard.

Other items not allowed
include medical and biohaz-
ard wastes, construction and
or demolition materials

including drywall, lumber,
roofing materials, fencing and
posts, permanent swimming
pools and or materials result-
ing from fires, floods or evic-
tions.

Items that can be dis-
posed of during the spring
cleanup is a white item and
tire pickup. A maximum of
four tires—no rims. White
items are anything that heats
or cools such as refrigerators,
stoves, air conditioning units
and even washers and dryers. 

The white item and tire
collection will also be a curb-
side collection.

Mattresses, box springs,
sofas, furniture and furnish-
ings can be put at the curb for
collection. 

An electronics pickup is
also scheduled for these days

and must be pre-scheduled at
least 24 hours in advance by
calling 815-725-4555. There
will be a $35 charge for every
television or monitor collect-
ed. 

Two additional E-waste
collections will take place this
year during the weeks of Aug.
24 and Nov. 16. 

The waste hauler asks
that all items being disposed
of be at the curb by 6 a.m. on
the day of scheduled pickup.

Spring cleanup next week in  Coal City
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computer science and minor
in math.

“This academic honor is
very important to me, as it
reflects all of the hard work
that I have put into my classes
for the past four years. I am
very grateful to be awarded
this award,” Ehman said.

Ehrman served as the
school’s mascot—Charlie
Coaler and during his time at
CCHS was also involved in
National Honor Society
[NHS], Future Business
Leaders of America [FBLA]—
historian, scholastic bowl,
Link Leaders, math team, ping
pong club, science club, stu-
dent ambassadors —co-presi-
dent and track and field.  

Ratajczak, the daughter
of Nick Ratajczak and Brittani
Brooker, ranks fourth in her
graduating class earning a
4.646 gpa. 

“To me, this academic
honor places value in the hard
work and determination that I
have put in these last four
years that has gone unnoticed;
often times people don’t rec-
ognize the effort it takes to
carry out an act if they don’t
physically see the effort.
Therefor, this honor brings to
light the late nights of study-
ing and homework, four years
packed with AP classes, and
the extra-curriculars, which
may be able to say that I am in
the top 1-% because it took
four years to get here and I
wouldn’t change a day
because I proved to myself
that I am powerful,” she said. 

She will continue her
studies at Illinois State
University with plans to study
learning and behavior special-
ist.

During her time as CCHS
she was involved in PALS, sci-
ence club, student council,
Sociedad Honoraria
Hispanica and Educators
Rising—winning a state
championship her senior year. 

Natyshok, the son of Nick
and Andrea Natyshok, con-
cludes high school with a
4.614 gpa. He will further his
education at Missouri
University of Science and
Technology to study electrical
engineering.

In ranking at the top of his
class, Natyshok said, “ It
makes me proud and makes
me feel like I put in a lot of
work to improve myself aca-
demically during my high
school career.”

During his time at CCHS,
he was involved in NHS,
Spanish Honor Society [SHS],
Coalers with Character and
was a three sport athlete—
football, basketball and base-
ball.

Chernesky, the son of
Michael and Teresa
Chernesky, completes his high

school studies with a 4.579
gpa, ranking him sixth among
his classmates.

“I am happy to be recog-
nized for all of my hard work
in school. It is an achievement
that I am extremely proud to
receive.”

Chernesky will study
computer engineering at the
University of Alabama. 

At CCHS he participated
in varsity soccer, NHS, SHS,
math team, FBLA, track and
field and scholastic bowl. 

Johnson, the daughter of
Travis and Lori Johnson,  is
ranked seventh in her class
having achieved a 4.5 gpa.

“Throughout my high
school career, I have been
dealing with medical issues
that have caused my world to
flip upside down. However, I
have persevered and worked
extremely hard to stay on top
of my education throughout
this time, and it is an amazing
honor  to be a part of the top
10% of my graduating class,”
Johnson said.

She will continue her
studies at the University of
Iowa  majoring in nursing.  

During her time at CCHS,
she was involved in NHS,
drama club, fall play and
spring musical, Madrigals and
is  a senior company dancer
with the On Broadway
Dancers.

Malovski, the daughter of
Fatmira and Ned Malovski,
plans to study mechanical
engineering  starting at Joliet
Junior College and transfer-
ring to Northern Illinois
University.

“This academic honor
means a lot to me because it
rewards me  for all of my hard
work through all four years of
high school,” Malovski said.
She wraps up her high school
education with a 4.495 gpa.

During high school she
was involved in math team,
art club, soccer and tennis. 

Young, the son of Kevin
and Brooke Young, completes
his high school studies with a
4.482 gpa ranking him ninth
among his classmates.

“This is very important to
me to see my hard work and
dedication throughout my
four years pay off,” he said. 

Young has been involved
in student council, NHS, SHS,
Music Honors Society, FBLA,
Coalers with Character, stu-
dent ambassadors, youth phi-
lanthropy, math team and was
a three sport athlete—foot-
ball, wrestling and baseball,

He will attend Augustana
College, his major is undeter-
mined, and will wrestle for the
Augies.  

Dames, the son of Shawn
and Joanna Dames, has
achieved a 4.37 gpa at CCHS. 

In earning top honors he
said, “my hardwork through-
out my four years of high
school has paid off.”

Dames will continue his
education at North Central
College where he will major in
music performance:
Instrumental.

Throughout high school,
he has been involved in foot-
ball, track and field, NHS, the-
atre—musical and play, and
band. 

Harrington, the son of
Donald and Mary Harrington,
completes his high school
studies with a 4.311 gpa and
will continue his education at
Joliet Junior College to study
computer programming. 

Earning top 10% honors,
he said, “means that I’ve done
quite well in school.”

Hutchings, is the son of
Darrin and Julie Hutchings,
and finishes high school
ranked 11th in his class. 

Appleton, the daughter of
Kevin and Tanya Appleton,
has achieved a 4.307 gpa in
high school and will continue
her studies in law enforce-
ment at Joliet Junior College.

In achieving top 10 hon-
ors, she said, “it has truly
shown me that all my hard
work and dedication through-
out these last four years have
finally paid off. It is an honor
to be part of something so
special like this.”

During high school she
participated in art club, soft-
ball and Grundy County
Police Explorers. 

Ritchie, the son of Brian
and Stacy Ritchie, finishes
high school with a 4.296 gpa
and plans attend Utah Tech
University  majoring in media
studies.

At CCHS he has been
involved in National Honor
Society and Future Business
Leaders of America.

“Being recognized for
being in the top 10% is an
honor to me. I have worked
hard to do my best and to be
included in the top 10% is an
acknowledgment of my hard
work and dedication.”

Morris, is the daughter of
Dirk Morris. She completes
her high school studies with a
4.279 gpa.  Her plans are to
attend the University of South
Alabama majoring in speech
and hearing sciences.

“This is truly an honor
which means so much to me

because it really shows how
hard I have worked and how
important my academics are
to me. I am extremely proud of
myself and my fellow class-
mates,” she said.

During high school, she
was involved in volleyball,
basketball, softball, student
council, student ambassador,
drama club, musical and play,
art club, NHS, Coalers with
Character and Learning
Leadership Team. 

Benson, the daughter of
Lisa McCure and Brandon
Benson, graduates from CCHS
with a 4.26 gpa and plans to
attend the University of South
Alabama to study professional
health sciences. 

She said achieving top
academic honors, “is physical
proof that all my hard work
paid off.”

During her time at CCHS,
Benson was involved in FBLA,
NHS, SHS and Coalers with
Character, and played basket-
ball, volleyball and soccer for
the Coalers.  

Top 10%

Success

Family Bingo
Night May 20

Assumption Church
Family Bingo Night will be
held on Saturday, May 20 from
5-8 p.m. at the Coal City
Assumption Church Berst
Hall, 150 S. Kankakee St., Coal
City. Doors will open at 5 p.m.
with the first game starting at
5:30 p.m. Admission fee is $10
per person which includes 20
games of bingo, a dauber, a
slice of pizza, drink popcorn
and dessert.. Additional cards
and extra pizza will be avail-
able for purchase. This event is
sponsored by Assumption
Catholic Church and the
FCSLA.
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Broadway in Chicago has
announced the nominees for
the 2023 Illinois High School
Musical Theatre Awards, and
the Coal City Theatre
Department leads the nomina-
tions with six. 

“This is a testament to
every student in this company
and all the creative members
who make this production
possible. I am so incredibly
proud of our students and our
program,” said Director Jack
Micetich, who has been nomi-
nated for Best Direction of a
High School Musical. 

The musical theatre
awards annually celebrate
excellence in high school the-
atre throughout the state of
Illinois. Each year 24 perform-
ers—12 actors and 12 actress-
es—are selected to participate
in the program with two stu-
dents moving on to the
National High School Musical
Theatre Awards known as the
Jimmy Awards.

This year’s nominees are
Izzy Kostbade, Stephen Byers,
Jr., Derek Carlson and Collin
Dames. 

The nominees were
selected from over 200 student
applicants from 71 participat-
ing schools. The nominees
been invited to participate in
the awards program set for
Monday, May 22 in Chicago. 

The ceremony will feature
a student group number and
Broadway workshop that gives
the students an opportunity to
work with a Broadway profes-
sional on a professional stage 

Additionally, the show
representatives will sit on a
panel of judges make up of
industry professionals in the
city of Chicago to adjudicate
and select the top six final-
ists—three actors and three
actresses —and the Best Actor
and Best Actress.

The top two will then
advance to The Jimmy Awards
being held this June in New
York City. 

This year marks the first
time since 2019 that IHSMTA is
honoring outstanding high
school performances in the
categories of Best Production,
Best Ensemble and Best
Direction. 

The cast, crew and cre-
ative team of Coal City Theatre
Department’s production of
“Anastasia” has been nominat-
ed as one of five schools for
Best Production. Fellow nomi-
nees are Bradley Bourbonnais,
Cary-Grove, Maine South and
The Chicago High School for
the Arts. 

Micetich has once again
been selected by IHSMTA as a
nominee for its Best Director
Award. 

In the acting categories,
Kostbade was nominated for
Best Actress for her perform-
ance as Countess Lily in
“Anastasia.”

Kostbade, the daughter of
Mike and Amy Kostbade, is a
senior and a first time nomi-

nee. 
She has a long list of stage

credits that include both
school and community theatre
performances including
Phantom of the Opera,
Something Rotten and
Descendants, Matilda and
Frozen, Jr.

Byers, a junior, was nomi-
nated for his portrayal of Vlad
in the spring performance of
Anastasia.

The son of Stephen, Sr.
and Rebecca Byers, he is a first
time IHSMTA nominee. 

Byers has been perform-
ing since intermediate school
and his list of credits includes
productions with the Coal City
Theatre Department and Small
Town Theatrics. He was a
member of the 2023 All-State
Production of Shrek, The
Musical and has also done
some regional work in televi-
sion. 

A two-time nominee is
senior Derek Carlson, the son
of Chris and Tracy Carlson,
who was selected for his per-
formance as Dmitry in
Anastasia. 

Derek was a nominee in
2022 for his performance as
Raoul in the school’s produc-
tion of The Phantom of the
Opera.

Among his past credits are
performing in Holes [Stanley
Yelnates], The Hunchback of
Notre Dame [Frederic], The
Outsiders [Two-Bit], Alice in
Wonderland [Cheshire Cat],
Something Rotten [Peter
Quince] and the 2023 and 2022
All State Productions of Shrek,
The Musical and Cabaret
respectively. He has also done
some regional work in televi-
sion.

Derek is also a three sport
athlete participating in foot-
ball, wrestling, and baseball—
qualifying for the 2022 and
2023 state wrestling tourna-
ment.

Nominated for his role as
Glad in Anastasia is senior
Collin Dames. 

Dames first took the stage
his sophomore year as a mem-
ber of the ensemble in
Something Rotten and contin-
ues to make his mark on stage.

His stage credits include
Ubalso Piangi in Phantom of
the Opera, Holes [Mr. Sir] and
Alice and Wonderland [King of
Hearts].Prior to taking the
stage, Dames was a member of
the orchestra for Hunchback of
Notre Dame and as in the pit
orchestra for the 2022 All-State
Production of Cabaret.

Dames is the son of Shawn
and Joanna Dames, and is also
a two sport athlete participat-
ing in football and track and
field where he was a 2022 state
finalist.

“Our number one goal
and priority is always to bring
the most professional show we
can to our community. This is
the icing on the cake and
allows us to us to revisit this
beautiful show,” Micetich said.

Coal City leads 
high school theatre
awards nominations

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

The Unit 1 School
District’s makeover of the high
school fitness/weight room
will include $224,000 in new
equipment.

“We have a lot of kids that
come through that weight
room daily, throughout the
summer, athletics and just the
daily courses. So we’re trying to
create a space that was inclu-
sive for kids of all levels,” said
Brad Boresi, the school’s dean
of students and assistant ath-
letic director.

Plans for the weight room
makeover began in December
and the transformation started
over spring break. Boresi say-
ing the students are excited for
the changes that are taking
place.

Last month the Board of
Education approved a bid for
new flooring and last week it
accepted the $224,729.97
equipment cost from Direct
Fitness Solutions.

Boresi said the equipment
selected will serve the needs of
all students, noting that some
of the pieces are handicapped
accessible.

“The final project is going

to be exactly what we want and
serve our kids exactly how we
want it to,” Boresi said. 

Plans for the space were
developed by the district’s ath-
letic directors and representa-
tives from the athletic depart-
ment, with assistance from
Coal City alum Joe Kessler, who
serves as the strength and con-
ditioning coach for the
Cleveland Indians. 

Renovations to the space
are expected to be completed
by the start of the new school
year.  

In other matters from the
May 3 Board meeting:

• Non-tenured certified
staff—those completing their
first, second and third years in
the district—were offered con-
tracts for the 2023-2024 school
year. Those who completed
their fourth year with the dis-
trict were offered tenure effec-
tive with the upcoming school
year. 

• Following a closed ses-
sion discussion, the Board took
action to terminate the
employment of maintenance
worker Chris Olson. 

• The Board accepted the
resignations of elementary
school special education
teacher Sarah Southall effec-

tive at the close of the school
year and middle school custo-
dian Ross Williams effective
March 31. 

• The employment of
Andrew Brimm, middle school
band; Savanah Jacobs, fourth
grade special co-taught
teacher; Taylor Speed, speech
pathologist for the district, and
Matthew Murphy, mainte-
nance worker, were approved. 

• Board members
approved the transfer of
Michelle Painter from Coaler
Academy instructor to middle
school guidance counselor.
Also, James Looper from mid-
dle school science teacher to
high school science teacher
and Neil Nicholson from fifth
grade teacher to middle school
science teacher. 

• The extra-curricular res-
ignation of Valerie Clark as
before school assistance pro-
gram supervisor at the middle
school was approved. 

• The Board approved
entering into a 48-month lease
with Trafera for 600
Chromebooks at a cost of
$48,353.

• Following a third read-
ing, the Board approved 39
revised district policies, and
approved the updated policy

on administering medicines to
students that amends the poli-
cy regarding the keeping of
undesignated epi pens for stu-
dents. 

• A library grant submitted
by high school librarian Allison
Peterson was approved in the
amount of $1,647.99. The
funds provide supplemental
support to the school’s media
program. 

• School site donations
totaling $2,301.60 from
Grundy County and $4,317.95
from the village of Diamond
were accepted. 

• The Board entered into
an agreement with King Music
for the servicing of musical
and band equipment.

•  A renewal agreement
with Asset Control Systems,
Inc., was approved by the
Board at a cost of $8,250. The
company will provided inven-
tory services for the district
providing a detailed report of
buildings and structures, mov-
able equipment and site
improvements.

The next meeting of the
Board is Wednesday, June 7
with a study session on
Wednesday, May 31. Both
meetings will begin at 6 p.m. in
the dadministration center. 

Students getting pumped about
$224,000 in fitness equipment

Courtesy photo
COAL CITY HIGH School’s 2023 Prom, sponsored by the junior class, was held Saturday at Jennifer’s Garden Banquet and Convention
Center in Morris. The evening started with the traditional Prom Walk in the Coal City Performing Arts Center and later was the corona-
tion of the prom king and queen and recognition of the prom court. Seniors Derek Carlson and Peyton Benson were  selected by their
peers as this year’s king and queen. Members of the court were [from left]: Brady Ehman, Michael Gonzalez, Kaelan Natyshok, Carlson,
Benson, Alyssa Bowles, Carley Morris and Skylar Milinkovic.

Benson, Carlson crowned

East Tennessee State
University (ETSU) was named
a Top 10 Finalist in the 2023
American Marketing
Association (AMA) Collegiate
Case Competition, sponsored
by The Wall Street Journal.
ETSU's AMA organization, led
by instructor Michelle
Sullivan, earned this recogni-
tion in its second year as an
active chapter.

Competing against
schools from across the nation,
the ETSU students' perform-
ance in the preliminary phase
of the competition earned
them a finalist spot in the top
10. They will present their
analysis at the upcoming AMA
International Collegiate
Conference in New Orleans in
late March and early April.

The AMA Collegiate Case
Competition is an academic
year-long event that brings
together top marketing stu-
dents to work on a business
challenge submitted by a
sponsoring organization. The
2022-23 case sponsor, The Wall
Street Journal, provided a
detailed marketing problem
and is looking to gain the per-
spective of AMA students as
they develop a marketing strat-
egy in this nationally recog-
nized competition.

Members of the ETSU
team are Nolan O'Keefe,
Joseph Hancock, Jenna
Wiegert, Alyssa Morel,
Alexandria Pierce, Jessica
Schmittling, Andrew Bell and
Gavin Morelle.

The collegiate case com-
petition is open to undergrad-
uate student teams at schools
that have an AMA-affiliated
active collegiate chapter. The
competition is designed to
provide members the opportu-
nity to work together on a real-
world marketing challenge,
while also providing the case
competition sponsor direct
input from the best marketing
students to find solutions to
their marketing problems.

"I could not be prouder of
our students. This is our sec-
ond year of reinstatement at
ETSU as a chapter, and to
make the Top 10 finalists
reflects their amazing dedica-
tion and hard work as a team,"
said Sullivan, lecturer of man-
agement and marketing and
faculty adviser for the ETSU
AMA team. "From data collec-
tion to social media analysis,
everyone came together and
completed this case study in
the compact time frame given
to provide valuable solutions
for the client."

ETSU students top 10 finalists

Courtesy photo

MEMBERS OF THE East Tennessee State University team earning
them a spot in the top 10 finalists of the competition are Nolan
O'Keefe, of Coal City (third from right), Joseph Hancock, Jenna
Wiegert, Alyssa Morel, Alexandria Pierce, Jessica Schmittling,
Andrew Bell and Gavin Morelle.

Courtesy photo

COAL CITY INTERMEDIATE School Students of the Week for May
10 are (from left): Era Bakii, Rosey Matthews, James Bell and Olivia
Wren.

Students of the Week



Coal City Courant, Wednesday, May 10, 2023, page 4 WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

PAUL ALDRIDGE NATALIE APPLETON GABRIELLE 
BABCOCK

BRIANNA BELL KAITLYN BELL PEYTON BENSON MATAEO BLESSING

These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2023

ALYSSA BOWLES JOSEPH BRENEMAN DALTON BURGNER REID BURTON DEREK CARLSON JADYN CASSANI GAVIN CHERNESKY

MAYA DIMITRIJEVIC NOLAN EDDY NATHAN ELBERTS COLETON ELLIOTT DANIEL 
ENGELHARDT

ANDREW FEISLEY

AIDAN FERRARA

KERIGAN COPES CHASE CORA LIAM COSTELLO LUCAS CRATER DAISY CUNNINGHAM COLLIN DAMES DRAKE DEARTH

CHRIS CHOLICO ANTHONY 
CIRRENCIONE

ANDREW COLLINS CHRISTOPHER
COLLINS

KAYLA CONNELLY NICHOLAS COOK AUDREY COOPER

Coal City High School Class of 2023

CALEB FIGUEROA MAE FINCH ANA FLORES SERNA KAELE FRANCISCO ADDISON 
GAGLIARDO

RYAN GAGLIARDO

BRADY EHMAN
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RYAN GOMEZ TABETHA GREENE RACHEL HALL DECLAN 
HARRINGTON

DILLON 
HARRINGTON

SHIAN HARVEY

LOGAN HAWKINS

These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2023

LUKE HAWKINS CASON HEADLEY TYLER HENNINGS EMMA HIR ISABELLA 
HOOTSELLE

LOGAN HOOTSELLE

MARIANNA HREN

EMMA KURTZ BROOKLYN
LABANOWSKI

COLTON LARSEN CHRISTOPHER 
LASSITER

STEPHEN 
LATAWIEC

COLIN LEROY

ALEX LOPEZ

BEN KOSCSH ISABELLE KOSTBADE ZAKKARY KRAMER RENEE KRATOCHVIL HEATHER KROEGER CADEN KUDER

DERRIK KUDER

DYLAN HUNTER LACIE HUSTON JOSEPH HUTCHINGS BRECKEN JOHNSON MOLLY JOHNSON MADISON KAPINUS

GARRETT KEELEY

Coal City High School Class of 2023

AZRA MALOVSKI HAYLIE MASEK SILVESTRE MAYORGA KAYTIE MCMAHAN ASHLEY METZGER SKYLAR MILINKOVIC

CARTER GARRELTS
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CASSANDRA MOORE ANGELINA MORALES CARLEY MORRIS JACOB NADESS KAELAN NATYSHOK NIKOLAS NAVARRO

DAVID NEE

These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2023

NOLAN NESS AZLYN OLESON AIDAN OSWALT TREVOR PEDIGO MARIAH PENA RYNE PHELAN

JACOB PIATAK

REAGAN ROBSON LACEY RUSSOW LIAM RYAN MADISON 
SCHADDELEE

CAYDEN 
SCHIMANDLE

ANGELINA SEELEY

LANDEN SELIO

ETHAN RANDOPLH MIA RATAJCZAK KORA REETZ BRADEN REILLY CHAD REINERT SEAN RENTAUSKAS

JOSHUA RITCHIE

MARISSA PIERCE CARA PLANETA NYAH PLANETA PEYTON POLAREK TYLER PORTH JACK POYNER

ZACHARY
PYZDROWSKI

Coal City High School Class of 2023

WESTIN SERENA CARSON SHEPARD TAYLOR SITAR AVA SMITH AVA SOLIS JOSEPH STOCHL

ASHLEIGH MILLARD
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AVA TEMPLET SAMANTHA 
THACKERAY

MIKI TORINO DAVID TORRES LENNON ULLRICH BOHDEN VANEK

ELIZABETH 
VASILOPULOS

These merchants congratulate the Coal City High School Class of 2023

AMERICA VELASCO ISABELLA VERAVEIC ADDYSON WALICZEK RILEY WATTS GWENDOLYN 
WHARRIE

JOCELYN 
WIDLOWSKI

JACKSON WILCOCK JADEN WILLIAMS BRAIDEN YOUNG JACOB ZICKEFOOSE

Coal City High School Class of 2023

NOT PICTURED:

ARIAM DELGADO

JACKSON GREINER

MICHAEL GONZALEZ

ALONDRA MARTINEZ

DANE SULA

COAL CITY HIGH School is home to 20 Illinois State Scholars. As principal Jennifer Kenney said, earning this honor is “quite an achievement.”
Students selected for the honor by the Illinois Student Assistance Commission represent the top 10% of all graduating seniors in the state of Illinois.
Selection is based on performance on the SAT exam and a student’s unweighted class rank and grade point average at the close of their junior year.
Earning the academic achievement were [from left, row one]: Izzy Kostbade, Declan Harrington, Brecken Johnson, Natalie Appleton, Mia Ratajczak,
Joey Hutchings, Gavin Chernesky, Jacob Piatak, Brady Ehman and Azra Malovski. Row two: Luke Hawkins, Logan Hawkins, Josh Ritchie, Kaelan
Natyshok, Collin Dames, Ryne Phelan, Braiden Young, Lucas Crater and Jackson Wilcock.  Heather Kroeger is not pictured. “It is an amazing accom-
plishment and we are very proud of them,” Kenney said. In recognition of their achievement their photos will hang in the academic hallway at CCHS
during the 2023-2024 school year. 

Coalers earn statewide academic honor
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The Illinois Senate debat-
ed and passed several bills last
Thursday dealing with what
the news media likes to call
“culture war” issues.

Perhaps the least contro-
versial (there was almost no
debate) was House Bill 1591,
which deletes some anti-mis-
cegenation laws still on the
books since 1915. Even so,
nine Republicans voted
against the bill.

A bill pushed by the
American Civil Liberties Union
to amend the state’s Children
and Family Services Act,
House Bill 1596, also attracted
GOP ire. The bill is an attempt
to address an Auditor
General’s report about how the
Department of Children and
Family Services was “failing to
meet the needs of the growing
number of LGBTQ+ youth
under their care.” So, phrases
like “he or she” was replaced
with “minor” or “the child,”
etc.

In language addressing
what happens when mothers
relinquish their children or
neglect or abuse them, the
word “mother” was replaced
with the word “person,”
although “mother” was left
intact in a definition of the
term “parent.”

A couple of Republican
women said they were insulted
by the word change. “I earned
the right to be called mother,”
said Sen. Terri Bryant (R-
Murphysboro), adding that
she was “offended” the bill was
brought to the floor shortly
before Mother’s Day, even
though most of the language
changes were about people
who aren’t exactly model par-
ents. The opposition appeared
to have an impact because a
handful of Democrats took a
walk and the bill passed 36-19.

Then came House Bill
2350, which changed some
state Insurance Code language
to make sure a small number
of people receive Pap smears
and prostate cancer screening.
The way the current law man-
dates insurance coverage
seems to exclude those who no
longer identify with their birth
gender. So, the bill changes
some words in the statute to

make sure nobody
is left out of what
can be life-saving
coverage.

Things got a
bit heated. Sen. Jil
Tracy (R-Quincy)
declared the
Senate was “wast-
ing our time” on
the legislation
while good
Republican bills
were "languish-
ing” in the cham-
ber’s Assignments
Committee, which is where
bills that aren’t voted on by
certain deadlines are sent to
die. She also called the bill
“bizarre.”

“Biological males cannot
get Pap smears! It’s not possi-
ble!” thundered Sen. Andrew
Chesney (R-Freeport).

Well, yeah. Nobody,
including the bill sponsors,
said they could.

Chesney then went even
further by spreading a rumor
during debate that has been
debunked about a kabillion
times.

“This is why your kids are
dressing up as furries and
want kitty litter in the bath-
rooms!” Chesney declared
about the legislation. The kitty
litter thing is a completely fab-
ricated far-right claim that
some schools are being forced
to put kitty litter in their rest-
rooms to accommodate stu-
dents. It’s utter nonsense.

Eventually, Sen. Rob
Martwick (D-Chicago) had

heard enough.
“The idea that you
would make a
stand against sim-
ply ensuring that
the law provides
that human
beings, human
beings can get life-
saving cancer
s c r e e n i n g s
because you have
some ideological
opposition to the
lifestyle that they
chose is really

nothing short of cruel,”
Martwick said. The bill passed
37-17.

House Bill 2389 was called
a bit later. It’s an initiative of
Secretary of State Alexi
Giannoulias to prevent police
from using the excuse of
things like an air freshener or
parking pass hanging from a
driver’s rearview mirror as a
pretext to pull drivers over.

Black and Brown drivers
have complained for years that
police single them out for
enforcement of a law that few
people even know exist. But
you’d have thought the spon-
soring Democrats were trying
to enable horrific dangers the
way the opposition reacted.
Drivers with no front view at
all could run down kids near
schools if this bill passed, one
warned.

Sen. Bill Cunningham (D-
Chicago) eventually rose to
point out that the extreme sce-
narios outlined by the
Republicans were all

addressed in the state’s reck-
less driving statute. “This is a
good bill,” Cunningham, a for-
mer Cook County Sheriff
employee, said. The bill passed
41-11.

An anti-bullying bill,
House Bill 3425, was debated
near the end of a long day. The
proposal would require school
officials to notify parents of
alleged bullying incidents
involving their children within
24 hours after the officials
learn of the allegations.

Sen. Seth Lewis (R-
Bartlett) warned that the legis-
lation could exacerbate the
state’s growing difficulties with
retaining and recruiting school
administrators. Lewis wound
up voting “No” along with four
GOP colleagues. But several
Republicans voted for it, and it
passed 50-5.

It was quite a day.
Rich Miller also publishes

Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

Springfield takes on culture war issues
The Illinois Department

of Transportation announced
that joint repairs to the bridge
carrying Arsenal Road over the
BNSF Railroad and Jackson
Creek, in Will County, will
begin, weather permitting,
Monday, May 15. 

To complete the work,
Arsenal Road, between
Southwest Frontage Road and

Stepan Drive, will be reduced
to one lane in each direction,
with lane widths reduced to
9.6 feet over the bridge.

The project is expected to
be completed in July.

Motorists can expect
delays and should allow extra
time for trips through this
area. Alternative routes are
encouraged. 

Arsenal Road bridge
repairs begin May 15

A Grief Share Support
Group is starting at Coal City
United Methodist Church,
located at 6805 E. McArdle
Road, on Tuesday, June 6, at 6
p.m. 

The group will meet
monthly and will be adminis-
tered by Mary Baudino, certi-

fied grief counselor, and Karen
Hart, parish nurse.

Anyone who is grieving
the loss of a loved one is invit-
ed to attend this caring, sup-
portive group. For more infor-
mation, please contact Karen
Hart at 708-217-5808.

Grief support 
group starting

Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers is offering
the American Heart
Association's Heartsaver CPR
AED & First Aid Training
course on Tuesday, May 23,
from 4-8 p.m. at Shabbona
School, 725 School St., Morris. 

The course is for anyone
interested in learning skills
that could save the life of a
loved one, friend, co-worker,
or community member.
Participants will learn the
skills needed to perform high
quality CPR, proper use of an
automated external defibrilla-
tor (AED), relief of foreign-
body airway obstruction, and
basic first aid. The cost is $110
and includes American Heart
Association materials.

Participants should enter
through door 22 on the south-
west side of the building. 

Register online at
www.morrishospital.org/even
ts. For more information, call
815-705-7360.   

Morris 
Hospital offers
CPR and First
Aid training

The Coal City United
Methodist Church will host a
Community Blood Drive in
conjunction with Versiti Blood
Center on Wednesday, May 16,
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Anyone willing to donate
blood should contact Karen
Hart at 708-217-5808 to
schedule a preferred time. Or
register online at www.versi-
ti.org.

Walk-ins are also wel-
come, but appointments are
recommended. Please bring a
photo ID and eat a good meal
before donating. Please con-
sider giving blood, one pint of
blood can save up to 3 lives.

Blood donors
needed in
Coal City

IDENTITY THEFT TIP
Use ATMs inside banks

where it’s harder for scammers
to install skimming devices.
Skimming is when thieves use
a device to steal the informa-
tion from the magnetic strip
on the back of your credit or
ATM card. They can then use
that information to access
your accounts or produce a
fake credit card using your
name and details.
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While the price of oil
dropped more than $4/barrel
one day last week, prices for
the refined fuel we pumped
into our cars held steady at
most local stations.

Average gasoline prices in
Illinois have fallen 9.4 cents
per gallon in the last week,
averaging $3.93/g, according
to GasBuddy's survey of 4,378
stations in Illinois. Prices in
Illinois are 1.6 cents per gallon
lower than a month ago and
stand 67.7 cents per gallon
lower than a year ago.

“For the third straight
week, consumers have been
greeted by falling gasoline
prices across a majority of the
country, thanks to oil prices

holding near recent lows and
the transition to summer gaso-
line being essentially com-
plete. While there have been a
few pockets of rising prices,
those have been the needle in
the haystack, with nearly every
single state seeing gas prices
fall,” said Patrick De Haan,
head of petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy.

Monday’s lowest price
locally was $3.58/g at Lorenzo
Road station or $4.09/g across
the street. Braidwood stations
were priced at $3.76/g, in
Wilmington $3.82/g and Coal
City  $3.94/g.

The national average
price of diesel has fallen 6.3
cents in the last week and

stands at $4.01 per gallon.
According to GasBuddy

price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois was priced at
$3.28/g while the most expen-
sive was $5.19/g, a difference
of $1.91/g.

“In addition to gasoline
prices declining, the average
price of a gallon of diesel will
join gasoline in the days
ahead, falling below $4 per gal-
lon in the next 48 hours or so, a
sign of how far we've come.
Americans are spending hun-
dreds of millions less on fuel
every week compared to a year
ago, and that's a number that
could rise further as prices are
poised to continue trending
lower this week.”

A week of surprise at the pump

The annual spring trek north by birds
that have wintered in the south will be
celebrated by the Forest Preserve District
of Will County during its 2023 Migration
Celebration.

The event will take place from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 13, at Four Rivers
Environmental Education Center, 25055
W. Walnut Lane, Channahon.

“Migration Celebration is an oppor-
tunity for us to celebrate the vast num-
bers of birds that are moving through our
county, especially at Four Rivers, during
their spring migration,” said Jess
McQuown, a Forest Preserve program
coordinator. 

“The birds will be showing off their
brightest feathers and singing their loud-
est, loveliest songs, making them enter-
taining and easily spotted by veteran and
beginner birders alike. You can come to
one location and see warblers, pelicans
and buntings – possibly even on the same
day!”

Some of the bird species spotted at
last year's Migration Celebration includ-
ed yellow-breasted chat, common yel-
lowthroat, yellow warbler and indigo
bunting.

"I always love seeing the warbling
vireo," McQuown said. "It is an understat-
ed looking bird with a very lovely song."

Attendees will be treated to bird pre-
sentations, guided hikes and short Bird
Bites talks that will be stuffed with avian
information:

Birds of Prey: Milton, Wis.-
based Hoo’s Woods Raptor Center will

present programs featuring live birds of
prey at 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Each
presentation will be identical and will fea-
ture a golden eagle, a peregrine falcon,
screech owls, a broad-winged hawk and a
speckled owl.

Guided Hikes: One-hour guided
hikes with different themes will be
offered. A Warblers in the Woods hike is
set for 10 a.m., and a Wings on the Water
Hike will be offered at 12:30 p.m.

Bird Bites: The 10-minute Bird Bites
sessions will feature Magic Migration at
10:50 a.m., Birding for Beginners at 12:20
p.m. and Bird Banding Explained at 1:50
p.m.

Photography Hike: And if you want to
be an early bird and take a hike prior to
the start of Migration Celebration, you
can join the Photography Bird Hike that
will take place from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.

The celebration will also include
other bird-themed activities. “Families
will have a chance to risk it all on their
own migration journey game, color and
create fantastic feathers and enjoy a
photo op at our human-sized bird-band-
ing station,” McQuown said.

Migration Celebration is supported
by funding from Alliance Pipeline, a joint
venture of Enbridge and Pembina, and
through the assistance of The Nature
Foundation of Will County.

For more information on the Forest
Preserve District of Will County, visit
ReconnectWithNature.org.

Migration Celebration to view of birds on the move

Courtesy photo by Anthony Schalk

DIANNE MOLLER, founder of Hoo's
Woods Raptor Center, will present live
birds of prey during the 2023 Migration
Celebration at Four Rivers Environmental
Education Center in Channahon on
Saturday, May 13.

The Will County Land
Use Department Waste
Services Division will spon-
sor a household hazardous
waste collection event free of
charge to all Will County resi-
dents.

The event will be held
Saturday, May 13, from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m., at the Wilmington
City Hall parking lot, 1165 S.
Water St.

Electronic items accept-
ed include: Televisions (limit
2), Computers, laptops,
tablets, notebooks, monitors,
printers, copiers, mice,
speakers, cameras, video
cameras, telephones,
answering machines,
microwaves, radios, stereos,

vacuum cleaners, toaster
ovens, blenders (no glass),
coffee makers (no glass),
power tools, etc.

Hazardous waste items
accepted include: All types of
paints/stains (limit 15 gal-
lons), Old/Unwanted med-
ication, Paint thinners,
Solvents, Drain cleaners,
Cleaning products,
Rechargeable batteries,
Mercury & mercury items,
Aerosol paints & pesticides,
Lawn & garden chemicals
and fertilizers, Used oil, Used
oil Filters, Old gasoline,
Antifreeze, Automotive/ Boat
batteries, Fluorescent light
bulbs (limit 15), Compact flu-
orescent bulbs, Pool chemi-

cals and driveway sealer
Unacceptable waste

includes explosives, fire
extinguishers, ammunition,
smoke/CO detectors, med-
ical waste, gas cylinders,
tires, alkaline batteries, regu-
lar garbage and business,
governmental, industrial or
agricultural wastes.

All participants must
make an an appointment.
Visit www.willcountylan-
duse.com. to make an
appointment. Call Will
County Land Use
Department Waste Services
Division at 815-727-8834 for
details.

Must make appointment for Saturday’s
household hazardous waste collection

PUBLIC NOTICES
Because it’s your right to know
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BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

When taking the family
vehicle to prom just doesn’t cut
the mustard and even a limou-
sine seems ordinary, you call in
the big dog.

This prom season, Bradley
Burla was the lucky dog who
secured a ride to the big event
in the infamous Oscar Mayer
Wienermobile. 

That’s right, the company
that makes the nation want to
be a wiener sent its 27-foot hot
dog on wheels to Coal City last
weekend to give Burla and his
date, Lexi Robbins, a ride to
prom. 

Burla, a junior at Coal City
High School, entered the on-
line Oscar Mayer Take Me to
Prom contest and in early April
he received an e-mail advising
he was the grand prize winner,
the only high schooler selected
in the nation.

When the congratulatory
e-mail arrived in his inbox,
Burla said, “I thought it was
fake.” 

In fact, it wasn’t until the
Wienermobile pulled into his
driveway on Saturday after-
noon that he believed it was
true. 

When entering the contest
he had no thought of winning,
but as some of his family said
they were not all that surprised
he came out as the top dog.

Hotdoggers Sizzlin’ Shelby
and Queso Dog Kelia pulled
into the driveway of Burla’s
Berta Road home at 3:30 p.m.
on May 6 and for 60 minutes its
was non-stop photos and
videos with the company’s
content creators. 

It’s not often one sees the
Wienermobile, so it drew a bit
of interest as it sat in the fami-
ly driveway. Plenty of cars
drove past many slowing down
to get a closer look, stopping in
the road to snap a photo or
take a quick video. A few even
pulled off the road to take it all
in. 

In winning the contest,

Burla and Robbins were not
only afforded a ride to the high
school where they participated
in the traditional Prom Walk,
they received a corsage and
boutonniere with roses in the
company’s signature mustard
color that featured a wiener
whistle. There were also hot
dogs covered in mustard and
ketchup and bunches of bal-
loons, although the rural winds
blew most of them away. 

Burla said he was excited
for the prom, as did Robbins, a
student at Minooka
Community High School. The
two are students in the Grundy
Area Vocational Center’s agri-
culture program and members
of its FFA organization. 

In accepting Burla’s
promposal, Robbins never
imagined she would be taking
the Wienermobile to prom. 

“Surprised” is the word

she use to describe her reac-
tion to the news that he had
won the contest and Oscar
Mayer was providing their ride.

Oscar Mayer representa-
tives say Burla was the single
winner of the contest  that is
now in its second year.

Individuals interested in
having Oscar take them to
prom submitted their name
on-line and one person—
Burla—was selected at random
out of thousands of entries.
The prize valued at $400. 

Wisconsin-based Oscar
Mayer operates six
Wienermobiles across the
country and the Hotdogger
team driving the ‘Weener’
vehicle taking the couple to
prom serves the central region
of the United States.

The content team had
Burla and Robbins going in
and out of the decorated

Wienermobile and they even
had a private dance party
inside where they could,
“shake their buns.”

The contest, now an
annual promotion for the
company, is open to high
school juniors and seniors
between the age of 17-19. 

So, if anyone is looking to
roll up to next year’s prom in
the Wienermobile  watch for
the contest announcement in
spring 2024 at oscartakemeto-
prom.com.

As for prom 2023, it’s cer-
tainly one Burla and Robbins
won’t likely forget. We hope
they relished the ride.

Relish the ride
Photo by Ann Gill

COAL CITY HIGH School junior Bradley Burla won Oscar Mayer’s Oscar Take Me To Prom contest affording him and his date, Lexi
Robbins, a ride to the prom in the Wienermobile. Burla and Robbins [center] are pictured with Hotdoggers Shelby and Kelia.

Photo by Ann Gill

UNTIL THE OSCAR Mayer Wienermobile pulled into his driveway on Saturday, May 6, Bradley Burla
still didn’t believe he won the Oscar Take Me To Prom contest. Burla, a junior at Coal City High School,
and his date Lexi Robbins were driven to the school’s Prom Walk in the hot dog on wheels.

Coffee &
Newspapers

One wakes you up
One opens your eyes
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HOMOSASSA, FL—Kristi Albrecht, 43,
of Homosassa, FL passed away at her
home in Homosassa, FL on Wednesday,
April 26, 2023.  
She was born Jan. 6, 1980 in Coal City
to Donna Bertheaume and Frank
Albrecht. Kristi was close to God and
enjoyed passing the time reading her
bible. She was cherished by her best
friends, Larry and Stacy who were there
for her until the very end. She enjoyed
working at The Plantation with her cowork-
ers.

Kristi is survived by her mother,
Donna (Art) Bertheaume; stepmother,

Lynn Albrecht; her children: Sophia,
Andrew, Savanah and Mason; her
brother, Nathan (April); sisters, Kelsi
and Kati; nieces, aunts and uncles.

Kristi was preceded in death by
her dad, Frank Albrecht; her maternal

grandparents, Edward and Barb Finger
and paternal grandparents, Dave and

Mary Albrecht.
Kristi's memorial was held Friday, May

5, 2023 at The Plantation in Crystal River, FL.

Kristi Albrecht
WILMINGTON—Timothy F. Graff, 75,

of Wilmington, passed away April 28,
2023.

He was a beloved son of the late
Louis and Eleanor Graff, loving broth-
er of Lois (Lloyd), Terry (late Elaine)
Graff and Kevin (Patty) Graff, cher-
ished uncle of Genine, Jeff, Kristi and
Brittany and adored great-uncle of
Michael, Luke, Charlie, Vivian, Hailey
and Jameson.

Timothy was an avid fisherman.
Services and interment will be pri-

vate.   
Please leave a memory for the

family on Timothy's Tribute Wall at
www.sheehyfh.com. Your stories will
bring comfort to his family. 

Arrangements have been entrust-
ed to Robert J. Sheehy & Sons Funeral

Home in Orland Park.

Timothy F. Graff

SOUTH WILMINGTON—Marie Emily
Granger (nee Hoffman), 92, of South
Wilmington,  passed away Friday, May
5, 2023 at Morris Hospital.  

Born Dec. 10, 1930 in Essex, she
was the daughter of Orland and Emily
(nee Cutshaw) Hoffman. She graduat-
ed from Reddick High School in 1948.
She married Elmer Granger on Oct. 22,
1949. Marie was a member of the St.
Lawrence Catholic Church in South
Wilmington.  Her love of her life was her fam-
ily.  She enjoyed family get togethers and golf
cart rides.  She was a seamstress, great cook,
gardener, and loved working in her yard. Marie
was a homemaker and also worked at Wescom
in Gardner.  

Surviving are her son, Tim (Monica)
Granger and daughter, Joy (Mark) Dinelli; five
grandchildren: Emily (Rich) Collins, Jenny
Dinelli, Mary (Tim) Bennett, Heidi (Tony)
Pulito, and Laura Granger; four great-grandchil-
dren: Abbey, Sawyer, Landyn and London; her
siblings, sister, Helen Tendall, of Arkansas and
brother, Dan Hoffman, of Herscher;  brother-in-
law, Don (Pat) Lenzie, of Gardner and numer-
ous nieces, nephews, and their families.  

Preceding her in death were her parents,
husband, Elmer Granger; son, Tom Granger;
and siblings, Anna Proto, George Hoffman,

Alden Hoffman, Violette Sumner, Wanita
Schlosser and Irene Hooper.

Visitation for Marie will be at the
R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory, Braidwood Chapel,
Thursday, May 11, 2023 from 9-10:30
a.m.  Funeral services will be from
the R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &

Crematory, Thursday, May 11 at 10:30
a.m. to go in procession to the St.

Lawrence Catholic Church in South
Wilmington for the Mass of Christian Burial

at 11 a.m.  Interment will follow in Braceville-
Gardner Cemetery.  

The pallbearers will be her grand-daugh-
ters and great-grand-daughter: Heidi Pulito,
Jenny Dinelli, Emily Collins, Mary Bennett,
Laura Granger and Abbey Granger.  Honorary
pallbearers are Ricky Yatuni and Mark Dinelli

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in
her name may be directed to the St. Lawrence
Catholic Church or the South Wilmington
Volunteer Fire Department.  

For more information and to visit her
online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
401 E. Main St., Braidwood is entrusted with
arrangements.

Marie Granger

COAL CITY—Georgine B. “Gigi”
Gubbins, 66, of Coal City, passed away
unexpectedly at her home on Saturday,
May 6, 2023.

Gigi was born in Chicago on
Groundhog Day, Feb. 2, 1957 to
William C. and Shirley H. (nee Zeiss)
Cutsinger. She grew up in the Des
Plaines area, graduating from Maine
West High School. Gigi married John
Gubbins on Sept. 24, 1977 at the
Ascension Church in Oak Park. Together,
they raised their two sons, Sean and Tim in their
family home in Coal City. Gigi worked as a safe-
ty manager with Cardinal Trucking for over 30
years. To stay active after retirement, she
became a crossing guard for the Coal City
Elementary School.

Gigi was married to John for 44 years. They
made so many great memories together, but
especially enjoyed vacationing near water. They
could be seen taking trips to Lake of the Ozarks,
the North Woods or on a cruise ship in the
ocean. For Gigi, the water was her “Happy
Place.” And although they enjoyed going places
together, Gigi and John also found special time
in everyday life, including coming home from
work and discussing the day’s events with each

other. Gigi was one of a kind. She was fun
loving, giving and relished being the life

of the party. She would say it like it is
and didn’t hold back, and people
loved her for it. Most importantly, she
was an amazing and devoted
Grandma.

She is survived by her two sons,
Sean (Nicole) Gubbins, of Channahon

and Timothy Gubbins, of Diamond;
her grandchildren: Kiana, Ethan, Aidan,

Tyler and Avery; her sister-in-law, Jeannie
(the late Robert) Niemet, of Hoffman Estates
and her brother-in-law, William (Bridget)
Gubbins, of England.

She was preceded in death by her husband,
John in August of 2022 and her parents, William
and Shirley Cutsinger.

As were Gigi’s wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded.

Memorial visitation will be from 4 p.m.
until 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 11, 2023 at Ferrari
Funeral Services, 1044 Ferrari Dr., Coal City. 

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guestbook at www.
ferrarifuneral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City are
entrusted with arrangements.

Georgine B. Gubbins

WILMINGTON— Sandra Henke,
70, of Wilmington,  passed away on
Tuesday, May 2, 2023 at her home.  

She was born on July 12,
1952 in Joliet, to  Harris and
Mary Thelma (nee Pritchett)
Jones.  She enjoyed reading,
gardening and sewing. Sandra
also enjoyed researching
genealogy.  More than anything
she loved spending time with
her grandchildren.

Surviving are her sons, James
Henke Jr., of Diamond and Tony
(Alexis) Henke, of Palatine;  daughters,
Monica (Kevin) Josupait, of North Carolina
and Nicole (Tim) Bellettiere of Frankfort; grand-
children: Andrew, Aryn and Alyssa Josupait;
Jessie, Ben and Jordan Henke and Rachel, Ellie,
and Josh Adams; sisters, Devona (Richard)
Momper, of Arkansas and Susan (Duane)
Fatlan, of Braceville; sister-in-law, Patsy Dooley,
of Wilmington and Michelle Henke, of Morris.

Preceding her in death were her
parents; sisters, Linda McClellan

and Grace Kennedy; and broth-
ers: Frank, Rodney, Johnny and
Harris Jones.

Cremation rites have
been accorded. Memorial
service was held at the R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory on Tuesday, May 9,

2023. Inurnment followed at
Mount Olivet Cemetery in

Braidwood.  
Memorial donations may be

directed to Kuzma Care Cottage.  
For more information and to visit her

online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory
401 E. Main St., Braidwood, was in charge of
arrangements.

Sandra Henke

ROMEOVILLE—Cheryl Ryan, 68, of
Romeoville, and formerly of Wilmington
and Coal City, went home to be with the
Lord on Monday, May 1, 2023.

Born July 25, 1954 in Coal City,
Cheryl Lynn was a daughter of Francis
E. Sr. and Elsie (Barton) Ryan. She was
raised in Coal City; graduated from
Coal City High School with the class of
1972 and went on to attend Joliet Junior
College. Cheryl was employed for many
years in quality control with Rockwell
International and most recently worked in real
estate, and was associated with Marvin
Underwood Realty. She was a member of Family
Harvest Church in Tinley Park, and was blessed
with a strong Christian faith.

Remembered as a patient, kind and com-
passionate soul, Cheryl was a wonderful listen-
er who was always there for anyone in need. She
was a lover of animals, especially her birds, and
Cheryl’s happy demeanor and great sense of
humor will truly be missed by all who knew and
loved her.

Survivors include her special friend, who
was like a sister, Judy Zotos, of Romeoville; one
brother-in-law, Harold “Fred” Rohrbach, of
Englewood, FL; nieces and nephews: Maxine

(David) Finger of Englewood; Janet
(Gary) Planeta, of Coal City; Loretta
(Rick) Stevens, of Oldsmar, FL; Kurt
(Gail) Rohrbach, of Joliet; Francis E.
“Butch” Ryan III, of Seneca and Sheila
Howard, of McKinney, TX and several
great-nieces and great-nephews.

Cheryl was preceded in death by
her parents, brothers, Richard Howard

and Francis E. Ryan Jr. and sisters, Vivan
Rohrbach and Mary Pitner.

Per Cheryl’s wishes, cremation rites
have been accorded.

A Memorial Service was held Saturday, May
6, 2023 at Reeves Funeral Home in Coal City.
Inurnment followed in Oakwood Cemetery,
Wilmington where Cheryl was laid to rest with
her parents.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Cheryl’s memory to a charity of the donor’s
choosing.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photographs and share Cheryl’s
memorial page online through social media.

Cremation and memorial services were
made under the direction and care of Reeves &
Baskerville Funeral Homes and Crematory.

Cheryl Ryan

WILMINGTON—Mary N. Stanley, 89, of
Wilmington, passed away Monday, March 27,
2023 at Lakewood Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Plainfield.

Born Dec. 8, 1933 in Reeds Springs, MO,
Mary was a daughter of Cordial and Oval
(Eaton) Henson. She was raised and educated
in Reeds Springs and graduated from Reeds
Springs High School. Mary moved to California
where she met Robert Stanley who was serving
in the military. They would get married in
California, and relocated to Wilmington when
Bob was discharged from active duty. Mary
worked as a secretary for the Joliet Arsenal
Ammunition Plant, and later as a receptionist at
a local dentist office. She was an avid reader
who enjoyed solving crossword puzzles and
watching her favorite television shows.

Mary is survived by her dear friend, Linda

Latimer, of Ramsey, IL.
She was preceded in death by her parents;

husband, Robert Stanley, and her brother and
sister.

Per Mary's wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded.

Friends are invited to gather for a graveside
service on Friday, May 12, 2023 at 2 p.m. in
Oakwood Cemetery in Wilmington, where Mary
will be laid to rest with her husband.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com to sign the
online guest book and share Mary's memorial
page via social media.

Cremation services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes and
Crematory.

Mary N. Stanley

COAL CITY—Wendy Smith, 70, of
Coal City, passed away Thursday, May 4,
2023 at the Lightways Hospice Home in
Joliet.

Born Feb. 6, 1953 in Joliet, Wendy
was a daughter of Howard and
Waunetta (Longanecker) Smith. She
was raised in Coal City and graduated
from Coal City High School with the
class of 1971. Wendy was a beautician;
worked at Hornsby's as well as V&S Variety
Store in Coal City, and later went to work in
banking at Centrue Bank in Coal City and
Diamond for many years. She was most recent-
ly employed part-time for Hometown Storage in
Diamond.

Wendy was a dedicated member of Coal
City United Methodist Church, where she
served as their treasurer; served with the
Sunshine Circle, and participated in the choir.
In her free time Wendy enjoyed to crochet; she
took pleasure in baking, and passed the time
working both crossword and jigsaw puzzles.
Above all else she enjoyed quality time with her
pets.

Survivors include her sisters, Tamie (Curtis)
McMahan, of Galveston, TX and Pamie (Philip
“Leo”) Middleton, of Coal City; four nieces: Tina
Middleton, Jennifer McMahan (Ephraim
Martin), Amanda (Jamie) Thompson and Robin

McMahan (Tom Barra); great-nieces and
great-nephews: Kaytie, Hunter,

Christopher, Aidan, Tyler, Nora and
Jason and numerous cousins, as well
as her dear friend and companion,
Steven Pimentel.

Wendy was preceded in death by
her parents.

The family will receive friends for
a visitation at Reeves Funeral Home, 75

N. Broadway, one block north of IL Route
113/Division Street in Coal City on

Saturday, May 13, 2023 from 9 a.m. until time of
funeral service at 11 a.m. Pastor Jay Regennitter
from the Coal City United Methodist Church
will officiate. Burial will follow in Braceville-
Gardner Cemetery, where Wendy will be laid to
rest with her parents.

In lieu of flowers, preferred memorials have
been requested to be made to the family to
assist in Wendy's final expenses.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photos and share Wendy’s memo-
rial page online through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes and
Crematory in Coal City. 

Wendy Smith

BY SAMUEL STEBBINS
24/7 WALL ST. 

Most Americans are woe-
fully underprepared for retire-
ment. Based on analysis of
Federal Reserve data by the
accounting firm PwC, the typi-
cal American between the ages
of 55 and 64 has just $120,000
in a retirement savings
account. 

Though the vast majority
of retirees supplement their
savings with Social Security
income, the average monthly
Social Security payment is
only $1,694 - not nearly
enough to cover typical living
expenses, let alone luxuries
like travel and dining out.

Partially as a result, the
number of Americans working
past retirement age is rising
fast. Data from the Bureau of

Labor Statistics shows that
more than 26% Americans
between ages 65 to 74 were
still working in 2020, and that
share is projected to hit 32% by
2030. 

In 1995, about 17.5% of
Americans that age were work-
ing, and the percentage was
even lower before that.

For those who do not
want to work past age 65 and
still be financially secure, there
is a certain amount of money
they can expect to need. This
amount should account for
expenditures throughout
retirement and can come from
retirement savings or other
sources of income.

According to the
Consumer Expenditure Survey
from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the typical retire-
ment-age American spent

$52,141 in 2021. Adjusting this
figure for average state-level
cost of living, inflation, and
average life expectancy at age
65 - plus a 15% financial cush-
ion - Illinois residents can rea-
sonably expect to spend, on
average, $1,345,057 over the
course of their retirement
starting at age 65, the 16th
highest amount of all states.

It is important to note that
this figure does not reflect a
retirement savings target, as
investment and interest
income, pension plans, and
Social Security can each sup-
plement retirement savings.

All data used for the cal-
culations in this story are from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the Bureau of Economic
Analysis, and the National
Center for Health Statistics. 

What it costs to retire 
comfortably in Illinois

COAL CITY—Richard "Dick" Zelinko,
83, and a lifelong resident of Coal City,
passed away peacefully at his home
surrounded by family on Monday, May
8, 2023.

Born Feb. 29, 1940 in Coal City,
Richard John was a son of Andy and
Dorothy (Ward) Zelinko. He was
raised in Coal City and graduated from
Coal City High School with the class of
1958. On Feb. 27, 1960, Dick married
Patricia Phillips in Assumption Catholic
Church in Coal City and together they made a
home and raised their two children together.

Dick was employed as a laborer for 40
years, and was a member of the Laborers Local
#75. He worked for many years at the
Braidwood Station and went on to retire as an in
house contractor. His skillful mind and
resourceful talents carried through not only at
work, but also at his home. Dick was blessed
with the gift of creativity and purposeful inten-
tion that could solve most all problems by using
his mind and hands.

He enjoyed traveling with family, and was a
huge car enthusiast who enjoyed going to car
shows with his brother, Andy. In addition Dick
took great pleasure in caring for his yard and
home, as well as gardening, and picking and
canning vegetables.

Above all, Dick was a dedicated husband,
father, grandfather, uncle and brother. He was
an exceptional long-time caregiver for his wife,
Patricia, and leaves a legacy of being one who
could always look for ways to change things for
the better. Gone from our sight, Dick will con-
tinue to live on in the hearts of all who knew
and loved him.

Survivors include his daughter and
son-in-law, Joanne and Michael Morrall;

daughter-in-law, Julie Zelinko; grand-
children: Kyle (Alicia) Morrall, Kara
(Ryan) Barks, Megan (Daniel)
Leleniewski and Mitchell Zelinko; two
great-grandsons, Christian and
Maverick, and his brother and sister-
in-law, Andy and Carol Zelinko.

Dick was preceded in death by his
parents, wife, Patricia and son, Jeffery

Zelinko.
The family will receive friends for a memo-

rial visitation at Reeves Funeral Home, 75 N.
Broadway, one block north of IL Route 113 in
Coal City on Thursday, May 11, 2023 between
the hours of 4 and 7 p.m. 

Funeral services will follow Friday, May 12,
2023 at 10 a.m. in Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Roman Catholic Church, 215 S.
Kankakee St. in Coal City. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated with Reverend Josh
Miller presiding, and Deacon Bill Dunn assist-
ing.

A private family inurnment will be in
Braceville-Gardner Cemetery.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Dick’s memory to The Coal City Fireman’s
Association, P.O. Box 219, Coal City, IL 60416.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign the guest
book, upload photographs and share Dick’s
memorial page online through social media.

Cremation and memorial services have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes and
Crematory.

Richard Zelinko



WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM The Free Press Advocate, The Braidwood Journal, The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, May 10, 2023, page 13

In February, the Joliet
Slammers welcomed Joel Sigel
as Food and Beverage
Director. Bringing to the team
years of culinary and restau-
rant management experience,
Sigel went right to work
upgrading every nook and
cranny of the Food and
Beverage Program at Duly
Health and Care Field.

Starting with the conces-
sion stands themselves, Sigel
planned a brand new organi-
zation to each and every stand
to ease line wait times and
improve convenience for fans.

The biggest change
being new self-service stations
that will feature snack items
and all canned beverages for a
quick grab-and-go so you
don’t miss any of the on-field
action.

“Taking on the Slammers’
food and beverage program
was no easy task,” starts Sigel.

“There was so much room
for growth coming out of last
year, and my passion for shar-
ing my love of food with others
took the reins of this entire

project. I could not be more
excited to share basic updates,
like upgrading our burger pat-
ties to a 1/2 pound, to the
more extensive projects, like
restructuring the entire bar
program to feature the con-
venient Bartsian cocktail
machine and giving a much-
needed face lift to the Ole
Smoky Shine Shack.”

The Ole Smoky Shine
Shack and bar will be under-
going major renovations and
will have a brand new look to
its rustic, country feel. This
concession stand will house
all ballpark classics, hot dogs,
and new 1/2 pound burgers,
plus grilled kiolbassa with
peppers, foot long hot dog,
mac and cheese dog.

The new “Bullpen”
mobile station will be located
behind section 106 and fea-
ture local craft and domestic
beer cans, canned cocktails,
and snacks such as 2-pound
bags of popcorn. Fans must be
21 to enter and purchase from
this stand.

In addition to the three

concession stands owned and
operated by the Slammers
team, comes the return of the
beloved Sunshine Mexican
Cafe and Saturday’s $2 taco
deal. A massive hit in 2022,
Sunshine Mexican Cafe will
continue their specialty menu
of tacos, elote, churros, and
other Mexican cuisine.

This year will bring two
exciting additions to Duly
Health and Care Field, Wyler
BBQ and Creamery. Wyler
BBQ will be located next to
The Clink, behind section 105,
and will serve premium
smoked meats and classic
BBQ sides. Get it while sup-
plies last because in true pre-
mium BBQ tradition, once it’s
gone, it’s gone!

The Creamery will be tak-
ing over the former “Sweet
Shack” stand, located behind
section 108.

They will be scooping up
rich specialty ice cream and
the perfect sweet treats for all
ages. Be sure to swing by for
Sundae Sundays!

“Why pretend when we
can bring in the real experts?”
asks Sigel. “Both bTom Wyler
of Wyler BBQ and the team

behind the Creamery are local
experts in their fields and we
are so excited to have them as
partners to provide the best
for our fans.”

The Slammers hosted an
exclusive VIP night for spon-
sors, season ticket holders,
and host families to sample
new food offerings, and tour
the stadium with Joel Sigel
himself, and the reviews were
unanimously outstanding.
Duly Health and Care Field
will continue to be THE place
to be this summer!

The Joliet Slammers will
open their 2023 season on
Friday, May 12 against the
Sussex County Miners. Gates
will open at 5:35pm, and the
game will begin at 6:35pm.
With the addition of pitch
clocks, game times will now
average 2 1/2 to 3 hours in
length. Don’t forget about
Firework Friays presented by
Duly Health and Care!

Single game tickets are
now on sale. To see the full
2023 Promotional Schedule,
daily deals, ticket packages,
and more visit www.joliet-
slammers.com or call 815-
722-2287 today for tickets.

Joliet Slammers unveil new food, beverage program

People still read newspapers because they want
to know what is happening in their community

You’re reading this one aren’t you?
Others are reading it too!

Advertise here!
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With new focus
BRAIDWOOD—As a Braidwood resident, I

am glad to see that our new mayor has let go of
the city administrator.  Over the last five
administrations the #1 problem has always
been the administrator getting their nose and
hands in where they didn't belong which has
caused all sorts of controversy and turmoil.
There's been some real doozies in that posi-
tion. Braidwood doesn't need a city adminis-
trator, it needs an Economic Development
Director.  Someone who focuses solely on
bringing in businesses and development, and
not on trying to dictate the operations of every
department in the city.  Let the department
heads and elected Commissioners run their
departments.  That's the whole thing about
being an appointed official, you serve at the
discretion of the one who appoints you.
There's no guarantee that you will be re-
appointed.  Hopefully the ones who were not
re-appointed accept the fact that they are no
longer in control and that they don't try to
perch themselves on the shoulders of the four
Commissioners in an attempt to chirp in their
ears and pull their strings.

Decrepit street
WILMINGTON—I’m not trying to submit a

story but tell you that it is far past time to use
the front page of the Free Press Advocate to
bring more widespread awareness to the
decrepit street condition that is downtown
Water Street. The road looks worse than ever
before. How are any businesses downtown sup-
pose to operate in any prideful manner when
the street outside looks like we live in the ghet-
to?

The Flower Lady
COAL CITY—Instead of all the negative

comments I would like to add something posi-
tive. Here is a shout out to Coal City flower lady.
She works so hard to make the planters along
Broadway in Coal City always look beautiful.
From Spring through December they are
always perfect. Thanks, to her.

Great idea
WILMINGTON—I would like to express

my support for the idea of an observation plat-
form for the Turtle Island Rookery.  Such a proj-
ect could bring bird and nature enthusiasts to
Wilmington, growing our town's reputation
and providing a unique learning experience for
children and adults while featuring the partic-
ular natural beauty of the town. I think Eric
Fisher's suggestion to use some of the public
land along either side of the river for such a
platform (from the April 19 publication of Free
Press Advocate) is a capital idea.  Chris Berger

Obey and suffer
DIAMOND—Our president has decided he

should be re-elected as president so he can fin-
ish his job. But his job seems to be to destroy
the lives of the American citizens and turn our
country over to our enemies. Not only has he
sold out the U.S.A. for a bag of silver but he

believes taxpayers are useless except for the
work ability to fill the Democrats wallets. Obey
and suffer or don’t obey and still suffer the
Democrats dictatorship commands. The presi-
dent only really cares about his wallet and to
protect criminals.

Corrupt Illinois 
WILMINGTON—Illinois is once again in

the national spotlight for the wrong reasons
following the guilty verdicts in the
Commonwealth Edison bribery trial. A jury
convicted all four defendants on all counts in
the case in which prosecutors alleged they
were involved in a scheme to gain former
Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan’s sup-
port for legislation that would benefit the utili-
ty's bottom line. After the trial, one juror
admitted the tainted history of Illinois politics
was on the minds of the 12-person jury. So how
has Springfield reacted since the guilty verdict?
Not a word about how reform is needed to pre-
vent this from happening again. Not a word
about term limits would help. Not a word about
the corruption that happens among Illinois
Democrats. For them, this is business as usual.

A pleasant surprise
GARDNER—Well, just wanted to post my

progress in my Waste Management fight. I
made the dreaded call to the company to fight
for my bill as usual and I was so surprised for a
change.  Got a nice guy who said let me check
and came back with a price that was over $300
cheaper than I was going to be charged. No
fighting, no anything but nice and easy.  I was
shocked. It's due the 14th, so holding my
breath just because it WAS so easy, but I'm so
relieved. Again, I do feel sorry for people who
just pay their bills no matter what and don't
call and complain.  It is pure price gouging and
the company knows it. This guy said to call him
again next year and I'm sure I will!  It pays to
fight these big corporations.  So glad I don't
have to get the States Attorney involved again.
They really helped last year, but they shouldn't
have to. The little guy wins for a change!

A catastrophe
DIAMOND—Our president has plans to

erect thousands of wind generators along the
Eastern Seaboard to aid the electric grid which
will probably only be used for government
buildings. Many of the people of congress
approve but they are so concerned about the
climate change that they are willing to destroy
the ocean floor and create an environmental
catastrophe for creatures of the ocean. How
much longer do the politicians think the
American citizens will tolerate the abusiveness
they are receiving from the public servants
before throwing all of them into jail for refusal
to honor their oath by protecting lives of the
American citizens. Where is the EPA or did they
get paid off? 

Controlled by computers
DIAMOND—Our government has decided

that artificial intelligence be used to determine
the medical condition of American citizens.

The computers have already
caused a problem for outpa-
tients at hospitals and now our
brilliant leaders have decided
that doctors are useless and
whatever a robot computer
says cannot be over-written
like an abusive unknown law
that prevents a pharmacist, a
doctor or hospital personnel
from overwriting the comput-
er to give outpatients their
medication. If the robot devel-
ops a glitch it could deny med-
ications to those who need it
or it could stop anyone’s med-
ication at any time it pleases or
change your medication for
you or it can program itself to
give false information at differ-
ent times about someone’s
medical condition. This is
another way to control
Americans and how easy
would it be to hack into a com-
puter system to destroy lives.

Among Us game
COAL CITY—What is this

new Among Us game all the
kids are talking about? Is it vio-
lent?

Here you go
China

SHADOW LAKES—Have
you heard of the latest deal
being made with China? We
are going to sell land in upper
Michigan for the Chinese to
build a factory for building
batteries for EV vehicles. This
site would be about 100 miles
from a military base.  In turn,
they would employ 2,300 peo-
ple. Look what we get, 2300
jobs, their ability to control
batteries, as they control the
chip market, and the ever pop-
ular spy on our military base.
What is wrong with this coun-
try, it is like a downright spiral
going down the drain. Check
this out. Obediently yours,
Margot Lane

Outnumbered
SHADOW LAKES—

Interesting fact. At the end of
Biden’s first term the number
of illegal immigrants in
America will out number the
number of Blacks in America.
Nice job Joe. Eddie

Stereotyping
people

STRATFORD—I have been
upset for quite a while with the
news. Why does the news have
to stereotype people, saying a
black man did this? They don't
point fingers at white people.
There are people suffering all

over the world. Why make their life worse.
There is good and bad in all walks of life. People
shouldn't be centered out.

Voters wanted change
BRAIDWOOD—In assessing the City of

Braidwood election results, we must look at
those results as more than just a contest
between Mr. Money and Mr. Earley. Mr. Beard
also received a handful of votes and those
should be considered as not being in favor of
the Jones administration. In so doing we see
that a significant majority of voters wanted
new blood in office. That is even more apparent
when we consider that two total newcomers
were also elected to commissioner seats. With
that in mind, I would hope that the four com-
missioners will allow Mayor Earley to make
appointments as he sees fit and not try to block
him at every turn. That will only result in grid-
lock and Braidwood certainly doesn’t need
that. I also understand that Mr. Altiery is
already gone. Of course, the same old Facebook
malcontents are complaining about the lack of
transparency because it wasn’t announced in
advance. But the fact is that it was announced
in advance. Mayor Earley ran for the office with
the understanding that if he was elected he
would not re-appoint the same administrator.
He said so over and over again and he followed
through exactly as he said. What could be more
transparent (and honest) than that?

Open during the day
COAL CITY—I’m calling in regards to the

restrooms at the Coal City Lions park where the
kids play and I’m wondering why the restrooms
are locked. There are many young mothers at
the park when the days are nice and their little
ones have to go to the bathroom. When the
doors are locked where do they go? They are
not going to go in that other place to go to the
bathroom. So I can see and I’ve understood
there has been a lot of vandalism. Well what my
suggestion is, I know you have cameras but
from 10:00 to maybe 1:30 open them then close
them and lock them until the games start at
night. The park is for the kids, the little kids and
if they have to go to the bathroom, they should
be open. That’s all I can say, they should be
open for a matter of three or four hours at the
most.

Justice for all
COAL  CITY—The preamble of our

Constitution begins with these words: We, the
people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect union, establish Justice. Justice
first. Everything that follows must be just. This
serves every citizen and makes the rest of the
document of value to everyone. It insures
domestic tranquility so we need law enforce-
ment, it provides for the common defense so
we need a capable military, and it promotes the
general welfare to insure the blessings of liber-
ty to us all and to those that follow us. Just laws
are passed to protect everyone from bottom to
top. We all get an equal chance to get the most
our talents will get us while those who can not
are properly looked after. Justice and fairness
for all. No one is above the law. Some people
feel they do not need to obey the laws and
declare that they are ‘Sovereign Citizens,’ above
the law and better than the rest of us who do
follow the law. We all live together and justice
for all means for all and not only for them. They
are usually breaking lots of just laws they would
like to ignore. What should be done to counter
this insane and stupid idea? Quick enforce-
ment and arrest seems to me to be called for.
The quicker a judge gets them straight the bet-
ter. We live in a sovereign nation and only our
hard work, our honestly, and peaceful co-oper-
ation with each other under the law make us
different and better than the rest of the world.
All here in the USA get an equal chance to earn
their way to a better place. No special treat-
ment to anyone, rich or poor or in between, is
ever justified. We must maintain a just society
to pass on to the kids who will be in charge
some day. We owe them their rightful due.

Historic mistake
MORRIS—I read in the Wall Street Journal

after 80 year old President Biden officially
announced his re-election. Re-electing an
octogenarian in obvious decline could be a
“historic mistake.” Our country faces more for-
midable adversaries than any time since the
height of the Cold War and Chinese President
XI Jinping will not shrink from exploiting Biden
out of Chinese respect for his elders. Biden’s
first term brought runaway spending igniting
the worst inflation in decades, worsening cul-
ture wars and declining US influences in the
world. Cities overrun with violent criminals
and open borders with illegal immigration has
become much worse.

Without power
MORRIS—Here’s the latest President

Biden scheme to shut down as many as half our
electric power plants across the country. Most
of the electric power supply comes from fossil
fuels, coal, gas and oil power plants account for

60% of electric power we use today. Only 20%
comes from solar and wind power. Our electric
grid system is already stressed to the limits. No
country has cleaned its air more than the US
has over the last many decades. We aren’t the
problem. China is. President Biden wants to
also do away with gas stoves. Are we dealing
with evil? 

Bring on the charges
BRAIDWOOD—It’s all coming out in the

Congressional hearings. The House Judiciary
and Intelligence committees have evidence
and witnesses that testified under oath that
Tony Blinken spearheaded the effort to have 51
former intelligence officials sign THE letter that
claimed Hunter Biden’s laptop was “ Russian
disinformation.” This was just weeks before the
2020 presidential election. The Dems in collu-
sion with Facebook, Twitter and Big Tech com-
panies and the FBI  silenced the lap top story
and kept the truth from the American public in
a massive election interference. Blinken who
was senior adviser to Biden’s election cam-
paign told Michael Morrell to craft the letter
and have it signed by the 51 former intel offi-
cials who had never seen the contents of the
lap top. Blinken for his part was awarded the
Secretary of State position. Congressional
investigators have uncovered emails between
Blinken, Morrell and John Brennan. Under oath
Morrell testified that he wrote the letter
because he wanted Biden to win the election
and the only way was to have that letter as a
talking point for Biden at the presidential
debate. The lap top story doesn’t end with
Hunter Biden. Emails, text messages and pho-
tos all show Joe Biden’s  involvement going
back to his VP days in receiving millions of dol-
lars from foreign countries that are our ene-
mies in return for favorable policies towards
those countries. And not just Joe but at least 11
other Biden family members received big
bucks directly deposited into their bank
accounts. The FBI has had the laptop since
December 2019. Why have they not brought
charges against the Bidens?

Careful of your vote
BRAIDWOOD—A vote for Biden in 2024 is

really a vote for Kamala Harris for president.
Everyone knows Biden could not finish a sec-
ond term physically or mentally. Can you imag-
ine Harris as president?

Light up the bridge
BRAIDWOOD—Is it just me or does any-

one else think there should be lights on the
entrances of the bridges on I-55 up by Arsenal
Road and Bluff Road? It’s very dark at night and
if you don't pay attention or if you're not famil-
iar with the highway the bridges are suddenly
in your face at the last minute.

Meri Alilah Cunning

It’s no joke
SHADOW LAKES—Biden said he's

appointed Kamala to be in charge of Artificial
Intelligence, no joke, I hope it's Kamala the
Uganda giant the wrestler from the WWF in the
90s? I would feel better after the wonderful job
she did on the border. 

Eddie

Goes both ways
WIlMINGTON—Several red states are

passing laws prohibiting gender affirming sur-
geries on minors even though one must be 18
years old to have such surgeries. I wonder if
these laws will prohibit circumcision on non
consenting newborn male infants.

Love to hate
WILMINGTON—I’ve noticed that a lot of

these evangelical Christians like to talk about
love when they actually love to hate.

Punishes good people
BRAIDWOOD—Federal rules to tag higher

fees to homebuyers with better credit. Page 12
in our newspaper. This is a ridiculous rule that
punishes people who pay what they owe and
reward people who don’t care. It will cause
complete chaos. Any Dems care to respond?

Get out now
BRAIDWOOD—I heard the newly elected

commissioners are refusing to work with the
new mayor. These commissioners must be new
to Braidwood politics because here are a few
facts. Every mayor gets a lawyer, an engineer-
ing firm and a city clerk that he trusts that will
work with him, not against him. He is the
mayor. He must feel comfortable. The commis-
sioners were elected by the people of
Braidwood to work in the best interest of the
people. If there are any newly elected commis-
sioners that are crying because their friend
can’t play with them any more and they are
going to prove to the residents of Braidwood
how badly they can hurt us for the next four
years then they should get out now. We don’t
need you. You are only making yourselves look
petty and foolish. 

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.
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AUTOS

2002 Lexus ES 300, 
very well maintained, 
many new parts, serv-
ice records, high miles, 
call 815-634-2452. 
cc19-20

GARAGE SALE

14th ANNUAL 
WILMINGTON 

ALL-TOWN 
GARAGE SALE
Thurs., June 1 
(8 am-5 pm); 
Fri., June 2 

(8 am-5 pm); 
Sat., June 3 

(8 am - 2 pm)
Sponsored by 

First United Methodist 
Church, 

401 E. Kahler Rd., 
Wilmington

Everyone is welcome to 
come out and explore 
all the great sales at the 
church and throughout 
the whole town. 
Stop by for lunch at the 
church Friday from 
11:30-1:30. Listing 
maps will be available 
for pick up at the 
church beginning at 8 
am on June 1 and 
throughout the sale 
dates. For more infor-
mation, call 
815-476-5474.

Braidwood - 812 West 
Main Street. Thursday 
and Friday, May 18 & 
19 from 8am-3pm. 
cc19-20

Coal City - 1015 Nicobe 
Dr. Take 113 to Carbon 
Hill to Springhill Rd., 
see signs. Fri. & Sat., 
May 12 & 13 from 
8am-4pm. Like new 
Amana gas dryer 
(works great), hanging 
foyer light fixture and a 
hanging dining room 
light fixture, Sunbeam 
room humidifier (works 
great), pedestal floor 
type fan with remote, 
wheel barrow, cast iron 
kitchen double sink (al-
mond) with Kohler pull 
down faucet with 
sprayer & soap dis-
penser. Love seat, 
serving cart, cook 
books, Graco high chair 
with 2 trays and a 
booster seat, much 
more. ca19

Coal City(Lincoln Lake 
Estates) - 1900 Para-
dise Cove, Morris. 
Thur., May 11 from 
8am-6pm. Tons of kids 
clothes & shoes. Girls 
3m-8, boys 0-4T, baby 
seat, swing, strollers, 
maternity, toys, house-
hold & decor. cc19

GARAGE SALE

Coal City - 470 E. Divi-
sion St., garage in al-
ley., Friday, May 12 & 
Saturday, May 13, 
9am-4pm. Legos, Le-
gos table, toys, kids, 
books, boys & girls 
clothes, some adult 
clothes, lawn furniture 
cushions like new, 
small grill, woman's 
bike, riding lawnmower, 
home decor, much 
misc. Too much to list.

Coal City - 
MULTI-FAMILY GA-
RAGE SALE ***525 E 
Campbell Dr.*** Thur. & 
Fri., May 11-12 from 
8am-4pm and Sat., 
May 13 from 8am-noon. 
Consolidating * Moving 
* Redecorating: Furni-
ture (chairs, twin head-
board/frame,  night 
stand, bookshelf) house 
decor, Halloween, 
Christmas, lots of 
shoes of all sizes, 
dresses, DVDs, lots of
books, name brand 
CLOTHES— girls-size 
14 and up, ladies/jun-
iors-size 0-18, 
mens-size S-4XL. New-
born-12mth baby boy 
clothes, lots of other 
baby items, brand new 
tabletop fire pit, wood 
trim, some flooring 
(laminate & tile) many 
brand new items, all 
priced to sell. (Saturday 
only will be 1/2 price 
most items) PJ CUS-
TOMS-shirts and crafts. 
Brand-new tanks, 
t-shirts and long 
sleeves ready for pur-
chase at deeply dis-
counted prices! Need to 
move inventory for new 
stuff. cc18-19

Diamond - 385 E. Short 
Dr. (Meadow Estates 
behind Ace Hardware) 
Fri., May 12 from 
9am-3pm & Sat., May 
13 from 8am-4pm. 
Boys 6-12/14, girls 
8/10, juniors XS-M, 
womens M-1X, men + 
young men S/M, shoes, 
toys, home decor, 
household, much misc. 
ca19

HELP WANTED

Experienced laborer 
wanted. 815-634-3976 
ca19-22

HELP WANTED

Full-time Cook Position 
available. $15.00 per 
hour to start. Must have 
experience and food 
service sanitation li-
cense or willing to ob-
tain one. Hours vary 
depending on the day 
so must be flexible with 
scheduling. Stop in dur-
ing business hours to 
fill out application. Seri-
ous inquiries only 
please. Wilmington 
VFW Post 5422 
815-926-2651 ch16-19

HOMES FOR RENT

Braidwood area - 3BR, 
2 bath, stove; refrigera-
tor; C/A; W/D hookup; 
storage shed. Large lot 
& deck, 169 N Vernon 
Dr., Godley. $1,250/mo. 
1st, last, security, credit 
check. 815-476-6462. 
cc19-22

Braidwood area - 3BR, 
2BA, stove; refrigerator; 
C/A; W/D hookup, stor-
age shed. Large lot. 
1st, last & security. 
Credit check required. 
745 E. Mary Ln., God-
ley. $1,250/month. 
815-476-6462. cc19-22

LAWN &
GARDEN

John Deere riding 
mower - 42” cut, 20HP. 
Will deliver to Wilming-
ton, Coal City or Braid-
wood area. $700. Call 
815-476-5219. ca18-20

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Hay for sale. Approxi-
mately 65 bales of 
mixed hay: Alfalfa, 
Timothy & Red Clover. 
$4.50 per bale. 
815-370-8087. ca18-19

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 1202 
Towpath Lane, Wilming-
ton, IL 60481 (The prop-
erty is a single family. The 
property has a two car ga-
rage. The garage is at-
tached. The exterior is 
brick. The color is brown. 
The property does not 
have a fence. The property 
is occupied.). On the 18th
day of May, 2023 to be 
held at 12:00 noon, at the 
Will County Courthouse 
Annex, 57 N. Ottawa 
Street, Room 201, Joliet, IL 
60432, under Case Title:
GRUNDY BANK Plaintiff 
V. Julie Fox, Special Rep-
resentative of Sherrell B 
Martin, Deceased; Joel 
Martin; Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Sherrell 
B Martin; Unknown Own-
ers and Non-Record 
Claimants; Donna Renee 
Martin A/K/A Renee Mar-
tin; Jeffrey Ray Martin
Defendant. Case No. 21 
CH 0361 in the Circuit 
Court of the Twelfth Judi-
cial Circuit, Will County, Illi-
nois. Terms of Sale: ten 
percent (10%) at the time 
of sale and the balance 
within twenty-four (24) 
hours. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pursuant 
to its credit bid at the sale 
or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residen-
tial real estate arose prior 
to the sale. All payments 
shall be made in cash or 
certified funds payable to 
the Sheriff of Will County. 
In the event the property is 
a condominium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act. Pur-
suant to Local Court Rule 
11.03 (J) if there is a sur-
plus following application 
of the proceeds of sale, 
then the plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be held 
until a party obtains a court 
order for its distribution or, 
in the absence of an order, 
until the surplus is forfeited 
to the State. For Informa-
tion Please Contact:
MCCALLA RAYMER 
LEIBERT PIERCE
1 N. Dearborn Suite 1300
Chicago, Illinois 60602
P: 312-346-9088
F:
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT YOU 
ARE ADVISED THAT 
THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. Published in 
the Free Press Newspa-
pers on Wed., April 26 and 
May 3 & 10, 2023.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT GRUNDY 
COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLI-
NOIS FREEDOM MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
ELIZABETH BLACK et al
Defendant
2022 FC 83
NOTICE OF SALE PUB-
LIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the 
above cause on March 9, 
2023, an agent for The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 11:00 AM on June 
14, 2023, at the Grundy 
County Courthouse, 111 
East Washington Street 
front door entrance, MOR-
RIS, IL, 60450, sell at a 
public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real 
estate: Commonly known 
as 2406 LYNWOOD 
STREET, MORRIS, IL 
60450
Property Index No. 
02-33-229-012
The real estate is improved 
with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of 
the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the 
sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No 
third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, in 
certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate 
taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes lev-
ied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in "AS IS" con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.
Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser 
will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed to the 
real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale. The prop-
erty will NOT be open for 
inspection and plaintiff 
makes no representation 
as to the condition of the 
property. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify 
all information. If this prop-
erty is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Prop-

REAL ESTATE

erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If 
this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part of 
a common interest commu-
nity, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments 
required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF 
YOU ARE THE MORTGA-
GOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW. You will need a 
photo identification issued 
by a government agency 
(driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in 
Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held 
at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales 
Corporation conducts fore-
closure sales. For informa-
tion, examine the court file, 
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100, 
BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE
You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300 E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 
14-22-07787
Attorney ARDC No. 
00468002
Case Number: 2022 FC 83
TJSC#: 43-1052
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices 
Act, you are advised that 
Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt col-
lector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2022 FC 83
I3219373 Published in the 
Free Press Newspapers on 
Wed., May 3, 10, 17, 2023.

REAL ESTATE

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  

WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy

385 N. Second Ave. 
Coal City

Mandy Eaton

815-791-2913

FIREWOOD, Cherry 
BBQ firewood $159. 
Dry, seasoned, oak fire-
wood $149, mixed 
woods $129, plus deliv-
ery. CAMPING & BBQ 
FIREWOOD. Quick, 
friendly service. 815-260-
0108. 
CC16-24

Gas Fireplace Repair
40 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
ck34-33

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

cc9-24

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. Don’t 
let your roof get dam-
aged from black algae. 
Have it sprayed, low 
prices.
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and warmer
in the winter. Free esti-
mate for blown in insula-
tion for attics from Mike
Collins Roofing. Lic #
104.007296. Ask for Mike
at 815-730-1303. ck17-20

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 
1-815-634-0315 or 
1 - 8 1 5 - 4 7 6 - 7 9 6 6 .  
tfn/47b

STORAGE

WANTED

WANTED TO BUY

Private collector buying
old toys, Lionel Trains,
American Flyer, old
Tonka trucks, Matchbox
cars, Barbie, GI Joe,
paying top cash dollar,
call 630-248-3222.
cc15-26

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SITUATIONS
WANTED

PLACE YOUR 
GARAGE SALE 

HERE!
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Notice of Foreclosure of 290 North Fifth Ave

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPAC-

ITY BUT SOLELY AS DELAWARE TRUSTEE AND U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS CO-TRUSTEE FOR GOV-
ERNMENT LOAN SECURITIZATION TRUST 2011-FV1; 
Plaintiff, 
-v.-  
AMY L BORCHELT; THOMAS H BORCHELT; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS; Defendants, 
NO. 2023 FC 7
290 NORTH FIFTH AVENUE
COAL CITY, IL 60416
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO YOU, Amy L Borchelt, Unknown Owners and Non-

Record Claimants, defendants, that this case has been commenced in this Court against
you and other defendants, asking for the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the
premises described as follows, to wit:

PARCEL I: LOTS ONE (1) AND TWO (2) IN BLOCK TWENTY-ONE (21) IN THE
VILLAGE OF COAL BRANCH JUNCTION AS SHOWN BY THE PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED IN THE RECORDER'S OFFICE OF GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
(EXCEPT COAL AND OTHER MINERALS AND THE RIGHT TO MINE AND REMOVE
THE SAME), ALL IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.PARCEL II: A STRIP OF LAND 10.5
FEET WIDE LYING NORTH OF AND ADJACENT TO LOT 1, IN BLOCK 21 AND LYING
EAST OF THE NORTHEASTERLY EXTENSION OF THE SOUTH- EASTERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF THE EXISTING ALLEY WEST OF SAID LOT 1, IN COAL BRANCH
JUNCTION, VILLAGE OF COAL CITY, SHOWN ON THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED
IN THE RECORDER'S OFFICE OF GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as: 290 North Fifth Avenue
Coal City, IL 60416
and which said Mortgage was made by, Amy L Borchelt and Thomas H Borchelt
Mortgagor(s), to Maple Park Mortgage Co. Mortgagee, and recorded in the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds of Grundy County, Illinois, as Document No. 366517; and for other
relief.

By order of the Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit
Court, this case is set for Mandatory Mediation on June 16th, 2023, at 10:00 a.m., at the
Grundy County Law Library; 111 E. Washington Street, Morris, Illinois. A lender represen-
tative will be present along with a court appointed mediator to discuss options that you may
have and to pre-screen you for a potential mortgage modification. YOU MUST APPEAR
ON THE MEDIATION DATE GIVEN OR YOUR MEDIATION WILL BE TERMINATED.
UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your appearance in this case, on or before
May 26, 2023, A JUDGMENT OR DECREE BY DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST
YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED IN THE COMPLAINT.

E-filing is now mandatory with limited exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an
account with an e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or talk with your
local circuit clerk's office. If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get an exemption that
allows you to file in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org. If you are unable to pay your court fees, you can apply for a fee
waiver. For information about defending yourself in a court case (including filing an appear-
ance or fee waiver), or to apply for free legal help, go to www.illinoislegalaid.org. You can
also ask your local circuit clerk's office for a fee waiver application.

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, THE PLAIN-
TIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
1 N. Dearborn St. Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60602
Ph. (312) 346-9088
File No. 22-08507IL-874391
I3218695 

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, April 26, May 3 and 10, 2023.

Foreclosure sale of 2406 Lynwood St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLINOIS
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION; Plaintiff, -v.- ELIZABETH BLACK et al;

Defendants, 2022 FC 83 
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale entered in the above cause on March 9, 2023, an agent for The Judicial Sales
Corporation, will at 11:00 AM on June 14, 2023, at the Grundy County Courthouse, 111
East Washington Street front door entrance, MORRIS, IL, 60450, sell at a public sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following described real estate:
THAT PART OF LOT 2E OF STOCKLOSE'S GREEN ACRES SUBDIVISION TO THE
CITY OF MORRIS, ILLINOIS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 2E; THENCE SOUTH 0
DEGREES 5 MINUTES 33 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 2E
FOR A DISTANCE OF 214.56 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE NORTH
89 DEGREES 5 MINUTES 52 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 95 FEET TO A
POINT WHICH FALLS ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 2E; THENCE SOUTH 0
DEGREES 5 MINUTES 33 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE SAID EAST LINE FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 22.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 5 MINUTES 52 SECONDS
WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 95 FEET TO A POINT WHICH FALLS ON THE WEST LINE
OF SAID LOT 2E; THENCE NORTH 0 DEGREES 5 MINUTES 33 SECONDS WEST
ALONG SAID WEST LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 22.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, ALL LOCATED IN SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST
OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN (ALSO KNOWN AS PARCEL 4 OF SAID LOT 2E)
ALL SITUATED IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 2406 LYNWOOD STREET, MORRIS, IL 60450
Property Index No. 02-33-229-012
The real estate is improved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at the close of the sale payable
to The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be accepted. The balance, in
certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject property
is subject to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied against
said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further subject
to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a Certificate of
Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no representation as to
the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished to check the court file
to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal fees required by
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a con-
dominium unit which is part of a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSES-
SION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government agency (driver's license,
passport, etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the foreclosure sale room in Cook
County and the same identification for sales held at other county venues where The
Judicial Sales Corporation conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's
Attorneys, 15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527
(630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report
of pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-22-07787
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2022 FC 83
TJSC#: 43-1052
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's
attorney is deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Case # 2022 FC 83
I3219373

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, May 3, 10 and 17, 2023.

Attorney Meents files
Kundert estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
DONALD GENE KUNDERT, Deceased;
No. 2023PR26

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Donald Gene Kundert, Letters of Office as
Independent Executor were issued on April
21, 2023, to Julie Ann Pierce, whose
address is 715 Quail Run, Coal City, Illinois
60416; whose attorney is Meents Law,
P.C., 25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A,
Channahon, IL 60410. Claims against the
estate may be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Grundy
County Courthouse, 111 E. Washington
Street, Morris, Illinois 60450, or with the
representative, or both, on or before
November 6, 2023, or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the representative is
required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a Claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov
/service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

Julie Ann Pierce
Independent Executor of the Estate
of Donald Gene Kundert, Deceased

Frank J. Meents
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@meentslaw.com

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Wednesday, April 26, May 3 and 10,
2023.

Attorney Meents files
Narwick estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
SHARON ANN NARWICK, Deceased; No.
2023PR15

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Sharon Ann Narwick, Letters of Office as
Independent Administrator were issued on
April 19, 2023, to Nicholas D. Lewis,
whose address is 2375 Chestnut Lane,
Morris, Illinois 60450; whose attorney is
Meents Law, P.C., 25158 West Eames
Street, Unit A, Channahon, Illinois 60410.
Claims against the estate may be filed in
the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
at the GRUNDY County Courthouse, 111
E. Washington Street, Morris, Illinois
60450, or with the representative, or both,
on or before October 27, 2023, or if mailing
or delivery of a notice from the representa-
tive is required by Section 18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in that
notice. Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a Claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered by
the claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with limit-
ed exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov
/service-providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.as
p or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to get
an exemption that allows you to file in-per-
son or by mail. Ask your circuit clerk for
more information or visit www.illinoisle-
galaid.org.

Nicholas Lewis
Independent Administrator of the Estate

of Sharon Ann Narwick, Deceased
Frank J. Meents
Fisher Meents LLC
25158 West Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815)534-9515
Facsimile: (815)534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: frank@fishermeents.com

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Wednesday, April 26, May 3 and 10,
2023.

Grundy County seeking bids to replace
HVAC systems at courthouse

PUBLIC NOTICE
Grundy County is inviting sealed proposals from responsible and responsive ven-

dors for the full removal and replacement of two (2) existing RTU HVAC systems located
at the Grundy County Courthouse 111 E. Washington St. Morris, IL 60450. Sealed pro-
posals must be submitted in an envelope and clearly marked on the exterior “HVAC
Replacement” and contain four (4) copies of the complete proposal with one (1) original
packet with an original signature. No responsibility or liability will be attached to any County
official, employee or agent for the premature opening or failure to open any proposal not
marked according to this instruction.

Sealed proposals will be accepted until 3:00 pm (cst.) June 21st, 2023, at the
Grundy County Administration Building, 1320 Union St., Morris, IL 60450. At 3:00pm (cst.)
June 21st, 2023; sealed proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. Fax and elec-
tronic submissions will not be accepted.

Proposal documents are available at the Office of the Grundy County Purchasing
Manager located at the Administration Building, 1320 Union St., Morris, IL 60450, and for
inspection online at www.grundycountyil.gov/proposals-and-rfp/ or Demandstar at
www.demandstar.com. The proposer remains responsible for obtaining all addenda, which
will be posted at the same website. The “Technical” and “Procurement Procedures” con-
tact for this project is Alec Macdonald, the Grundy County Purchasing Manager. Any
inquiries that prospective firms may have regarding this RFP should be directed to the
Grundy County Purchasing Manager in writing via e-mail at amacdonald@grundycounty
il.gov

Published in the Coal City Courant on Wednesday, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and June
7, 2023.

Attorney Black files
Winkel notice to heirs

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY-IN PROBATE

No. 2023 PR 25
IN  THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
GEORGE WINKEL,
Deceased

NOTICE TO DUANE WINKEL 
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS OF

GEORGE WINKEL   
Within forty-two days after April 18,

2023, which is the date the court order was
entered admitting the Will to probate, you
may file a petition with the court to require
proof of the Will by testimony of the wit-
nesses to the Will in open court or other
evidence, as provided in Section 6-21 of
the Probate Act of 1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-21).
.      E-filing is now mandatory for docu-
ments in civil cases with limited exemp-
tions. To E-file, you must first create an
account with an e-filing service provider.
Visit http://e-file.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a
service provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble E-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp or talk to your local circuit clerk’s
office.

You also have the right under
Section 8-1 of the Probate Act of 1975 (755
ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the validity of the will
by  filing a petition with the court within 6
months after admission of the will to pro-
bate.
Dated: April 18, 2023.
By: Attorney Frank J. Black
Frank J. Black/ ARDC #00218251
Black & Black Law Firm
201 Liberty St., Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
Phone: 815-942-0594
Fax: 815-942-0849
email: attorneyfrankjblack@gmail.com

Published in the Coal City Courant
on April 26, May 3 and 10, 2023.

Attorney Black files 
Winkel estate claim

notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2023  PR 25

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF
GEORGE WINKEL,
DECEASED

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of George Winkel. Letters of office
as Independent Executor were issued to
Joann Wills, 125 W. Knollwood Way,
Platteville, WI 53818, whose attorney is
FRANK J. BLACK, BLACK & BLACK, 201
Liberty Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois
60450.

The designated resident agent for
the Executor is Attorney Frank J. Black,
201 Liberty St., Suite 211, Morris, IL
60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Grundy County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, IL 60450, with the
representative, or both, within six months
from the date of the first publication of this
notice or, if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.

JOANN WILLS
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black 
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City Courant
on April 26, May 3 and 10, 2023.

So. Wilmington School
District seeks bids for

asphalt project

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

The Board of Education for South
Wilmington Cons. School District #74 is
requesting sealed bids for an asphalt proj-
ect at the Grade School. Sealed bids will
be received by the district office at South
Wilmington Grade School, 375 5th
Avenue, PO Box 459, South Wilmington, IL
until 2:00 p.m. local time, on Thursday,
May 18, 2023.

Each bid shall be labeled “South
Wilmington Grade School Asphalt Project”
and shall be made to the attention of Mrs.
Cindy Christensen, Superintendent.

No bids will be received at any time
after the specified closing time. All interest-
ed parties are invited to apply. Bidding doc-
umentation may be obtained at the district
office or by emailing Mrs. Christensen at
cchristensen@swil74.org.

All work for the project is to be com-
pleted by August 10, 2023.
Heather Buck, Secretary
of the board of Education
South Wimington Cons. School District #74

Published in the Coal City Courant
on May 10 and 17, 2023

Maine Township annual
Budget Hearing

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Maine Township

Budget Hearing
Notice is hereby given that a

Tentative Budget and  Appropriation
Ordinance for the Township of Maine, in
the County of Grundy, State of Illinois, for
the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2023, and
ending March 31, 2024, will be on file and
conveniently available to public inspection
at Maine Township Hall on May 10. 2023
by request or appointment
pamhazzard@icloud.com

Notice is further given hereby that a
public hearing on said Budget and
Appropriation Ordinance will be at 6:15
p.m., June 12, 2023 at Main Township Hall
and that final action on this ordinance will
be taken at the public hearing.

Dated this 8th day of May, 2023.
Published in the Coal City Courant

on May 10, 2023.

Maine Township annual
Road District

Budget Hearing

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Maine Township Road

District Budget Hearing
Notice is hereby given that a

Tentative Budget and  Appropriation
Ordinance for the Maine Township Road
District, in the County of Grundy, State of
Illinois, for the fiscal year beginning April 1,
2023, and ending March 31, 2024, will be
on file and conveniently available to public
inspection at Maine Township Hall  on May
10, 2023, by request or appointment pam-
hazzard@icloud.com

Notice is further given hereby that a
public hearing and final action on said
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance will
be at 6:20 p.m., June 12, 2023, at Maine
Township Hall and that final action on this
ordinance will be taken at the public hear-
ing.

Dated this 8th day of May, 2023.
Published in the Coal City Courant

on May 10, 2023

Village of Coal City seeking bids on surplus real property

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF BID ON SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY IN THE

VILLAGE OF COAL CITY, ILLINOIS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Sections 11-76-1 and 11-76-2 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-76-1

and -2, that the Village of Coal City duly enacted Ordinance No. 23- 08, entitled AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SUR-
PLUS REAL PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE VILLAGE OF COAL CITY (Big Timber Parcels: Outlot A - 06-35-301-069; Outlot B - 06-
35-301-032; Outlot C – 06-35-301-058) [the “Ordinance”] at a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees on April 12, 2023.  The
Ordinance authorized the sale of multiple vacant and unimproved parcels of real property in the Big Timber Estates subdivision, as fol-
lows:

(1)   Property commonly known as Outlot “C” of the Big Timber Estates subdivision, bearing permanent index number (P.I.N.) 06-
35-301-058, and legally described as follows:

Outlot C in Big Timber Estates Subdivision, being a subdivision of part of the southwest  of Section 35, Township 33 North, Range
8, East of the third principal meridian in Coal City, in Grundy County, Illinois.

(“Lot C”);
(2)   Property commonly known as a public park known as Outlot “A” in Big Timber Estates subdivision, bearing permanent index

number (P.I.N.) 06-35-301-069, and legally described as follows:
OUTLOT A IN BIG TIMBER ESTATES SUBDIVISION, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 35, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAN THEREOF
RECORDED DECEMBER 16, 2003, AS DOCUMENT NO. 427943, AND CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION RECORDED JANUARY 6,
2005, AS DOCUMENT NO. 443516, IN GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
(“Lot A”);

(3)   Property situated off of East Big Timber Drive in Big Timber Estates subdivision, bearing permanent index number (P.I.N.) 06-
35-301-032, and legally described as follows:
That part of the West 696.30 feet of the South 65 feet of the North 610 feet of the Southwest Quarter of Section 35, Township 33 North,
Range 8 East of the Third Principal Meridian, which lies between the Easterly and Westerly lines of Lot 3 as extended Northerly in
Murphy's Subdivision, a part of the Southwest Quarter of Section 35, Township 33 North, Range 8 East of the Third Principal Meridian,
as per Plat recorded September 15, 1965 in Plat Book D, Page 60, in Grundy County, Illinois, situated in the County of Grundy and State
of Illinois.
(“Lot B”);

Lots A, B and C are each located in the Village’s RS2 zoning district.  The Village favors single-family detached residential devel-
opment on Lot A and desires to sell Lot B and Lot C together for development of one, single-family house on or across Lots B and C. The
single-family home development(s) should complement existing residential uses in the vicinity of the properties.  The properties are being
sold as-is and the Village makes no representation as to the condition of the properties or suitability for any particular development plan.
The successful bidder for Lot A, if any, should propose development of a cul-de-sac servicing Big Timber Drive and dedication thereof to
the Village and/or grant of a permanent easement allowing the Village to maintain the cul de sac and the public to access it.  
Any person may submit a written sealed bid for Lot A and/or Lot B and Lot C together.  Lot B and C must be bid together for a single,

unified development. There is no minimum bid(s).  The bids should include a purchase price and a development plan for the subject prop-
erty that details the proposed structure(s) or other improvements, if any, to be constructed and an estimated project schedule. The Village
will consider development proposals consistent with the Village’s Zoning Ordinance, Comprehensive Plan, and the terms of this Notice.
The terms of this Notice shall govern in the event of conflict or inconsistency. The Village has the right to accept or reject all or any por-
tion of a bid in any combination and expressly reserves the right to sell Lot A to one purchaser and Lots B and C to another, or to reject
all or any bid and withdraw either or all of the properties from being offered for sale.

The Village will negotiate purchase and sale agreement(s) with the selected bidder(s) which would formalize the terms of sale,
establish the method of legal title conveyance, detail any required zoning relief, and provide a timeline for completion of the development.
The Corporate Authorities may accept any bid(s) or portions thereof determined to be in the best interest of the Village by a vote of 3/4 of
the Corporate Authorities then holding office.  The Village reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any technicalities in the
bidding if it should be deemed in the public interest. These decisions will be final and not subject to recourse. This request for proposals
does not obligate the Village to pay any costs incurred by any bidder in the submittal of a bid or in making necessary studies or designs
for the preparation of that bid.

Sealed bids for the all or any of the properties shall be marked “SEALED PROPERTY BID” and be sent to Administrator Matt Fritz,
Coal City Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway Street, Coal City, IL 60416.  Said bids must be received on or before June 8, 2023 at 5:00 p.m.
The bids shall be opened and considered in accordance with 65 ILCS 5/11-76-2 at the regular meeting of the Village of Coal City Board
of Trustees on June 14, 2023, commencing at 7:00 p.m. at the Village Hall, 515 S. Broadway Street, Coal City, IL 60416.  For further infor-
mation regarding the Property, interested persons may contact Village Administrator Matt Fritz at 815-634-8608 during regular business
hours.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Noffsinger
Village Clerk  

Published in the Coal City Courant on May 10, 17 and 24, 2023.

Hometown Storage to 
dispose of property

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Lien

Hometown Storage, 2920 E.
Division St., Diamond, IL 60416, 815-634-
3333 hereby is asserting a Possessory
Lien in pursuant to your contract and the
State of Illinois Self-Service Facility Act.

Tenant: Kristly L. Aly,  22437 S.
Joseph Ave., Channahon, IL 60410, Unit
009.

If unpaid rental charges, late fees
and associated charges are not paid for in
full by May 31, 2023, the property will be
sold to satisfy the lien.

Published in the Coal City Courant
on May 10 and 24, 2023.

Garfield Township to
hold hearing on 
tentative budget

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Hearing

On Township Budget
Notice is hereby given that a tenta-

tive budget and appropriation ordinance for
the Town of Garfield in the county of
Grundy, State of Illinois, for the fiscal year
beginning April 1, 2023 and ending March
31, 2024 will be on file and conveniently
available to public inspection at Garfield
Township Hall from and after 3 o’clock
p.m., 17th day, May 2023.

Notice is further given hereby that a
public hearing on said budget and appro-
priation ordinance will be held at 6:20
o’clock p.m., 21st day, June 2023, at
Garfield Township Hall in this Town and
that final action will be taken by the Board
of Trustees at the 6:30 o’clock p.m. regular
meeting.

James Olson, Supervisor
Nick Hamilton, Clerk

Published in the Coal City Courant
on May 10, 2023.

Garfield Road District
plans budget hearing

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Hearing

On Road District Budget

Notice is hereby given that a tenta-
tive budget and appropriation ordinance for
road purposes of the Garfield Road District
in the county of Grundy, State of Illinois, for
the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2023 and
ending March 31, 2024, will be on file and
conveniently available to public inspection
at Garfield Township Hall from and after 3
o’clock p.m., 17th day, April 2023.

Notice is further hereby given that a
public hearing on said budget and appro-
priation ordinance will be held at 6:25
o’clock p.m., 21st day, June 2023, at
Garfield Township Hall in this Garfield
Road District and that final action will be
taken by the Board of Town Trustees at the
6:30 o’clock p.m. regular meeting.

James Olson,Supervisor
Nick Hamilton, Clerk

Published in the Coal City Courant
on May 10, 2023.

Attorney Black files 
Connor estate claim 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2023 PR 32

In the Matter of the Estate of
GARY W. CONNOR,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of Gary W. Connor. Letters of office
as Independent Executor were issued to
Elisabeth Y. Connor, 2432 Sycamore Dr.,
Morris, Illinois 60450, whose attorney is
FRANK J. BLACK, BLACK & BLACK, 201
Liberty Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois
60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Grundy County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, IL 60450, with the
representative, or both, within six months
from the date of the first publication of this
notice or, if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.

ELISABETH Y. CONNOR
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City Courant
on May 3, 10 and 17,  2023.

Attorney Longest files
Wren estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the matter of the estate of: FERN
LOUISE WREN, Deceased, Case No.
2023PR16

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of the

death of FERN LOUISE WREN. Letters of
Administration were issued to Sherrie
Hobbs, 85 East Park Street, Coal City, IL
60416 as Independent Administrator
whose attorney of record is GLORIA M.
LONGEST, 385 S. Broadway Street, Coal
City, Illinois. Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Grundy
County Courthouse, (111 East Washington
St., Morris, IL 60450), or with the represen-
tative,  or both, on or before the 3rd day of
November, 2023, or if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it has been filed

E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions.  To-file, you must create
an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts
.gov/ service-prviders.htm to learn more
and to select a service provider.

If you need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
il l inoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asap,
or talk with your local circuit clerk's
office.

Sherrie Hobbs
Independent Administrator of 

the Estate of 
FERN LOUISE WREN

Gloria M. Longest #06194360 
385 S. Broadway Street
Coal City, Illinois 60416
(815) 634-0000
(815) 634-2641 – facsimile

Published in the Coal City Courant
May 3, 10 and 17, 2023.

Attorney Longest files
Greslik estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the matter of the estate of: TERESA A.
GRESLIK, Deceased, Case No.
2023PR29

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of the

death of TERESA A. GRESLIK Letters of
Administration were issued to Robert
Greslik, 1062 S. Broadway Street, Coal
City, IL 60416 as Independent Executor
whose attorney of record is GLORIA M.
LONGEST, 385 S. Broadway Street, Coal
City, Illinois. Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Grundy
County Courthouse, (111 East Washington
St., Morris, IL 60450), or with the represen-
tative,  or both, on or before the 3rd day of
November, 2023, or if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the representative is required
by Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it has been filed

E-filing is now mandatory for  docu-
ments in civil cases with limited exemp-
tions.  To-file, you must create an account
with an e-filing service provider.

Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/serv-
ice-prviders.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. 

If you need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit http://www. illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asap, or talk with
your local circuit clerk's office.

Robert Greslik
Independent Executor of 

the Estate of 
TERESA A. GRESLIK

Gloria M. Longest #06194360 
385 S. Broadway Street
Coal City, Illinois 60416
(815) 634-0000
(815) 634-2641 – facsimile
glorialongestlaw@gmail.com - email

Published in the Coal City Courant
May 3, 10 and 17, 2023.

Run Positive files
as new business

LEGAL NOTICE
Assumed Name

Publication Notice
Public Notice is hereby given that on

April 21, A.D. 2023, a certificate was filed
in the Office of the County Clerk of Grundy
County, Illinois, setting forth names and
post-office addresses of all of the persons
owning, conducting and transacting the
business known as Run Positive, located
at 3520 Airport Rd., Morris, IL 60450.

Dated this 21st day of April, A.D.
2023.
Kay T Olson, Grundy County Clerk

Published in the Coal City Courant
on April 26, May 3 and 10, 2023.

Cole petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

COUNTY OF WILL, SS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the petition to

change the name of CARL ROBERT
COLE to PIPER RAINE COLE, Case No.
2023 MR 3

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned on behalf of themself, Carl
Robert Cole adult, shall appear in the
Grundy County Court House, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, Grundy County,
courtroom WEST at 9:00 a.m. on the 30th
day of June, 2023 before the judge
assigned to hear said matter, and then
there present a petition requesting the
name of CARL ROBERT COLE be
changed to PIPER RAINE COLE.

/s/ Carl Robert Cole,
Petitioner

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Wednesday, May 3, 10 and 17, 2023.
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Eleven home runs over the
last four games is proof that
the Lady Coaler softball team
is have some fun with the
regionals coming up in a week.

It’s been an impressive
display as Coal City is on the
verge of winning the ICE con-
ference with a perfect league
record (13-0 as of Monday) and
25-6 overall.

They are hitting the ball
the best all season including
Monday night when they
smacked 15 hits including
three home runs to defeat Lisle
in five innings 14-1.

They scored five runs their
first turn at bat and then two
more in each of the second,
third and fourth innings to
build an 11-0 lead. They added
three more in the fifth before
the mercy rule kicked in.

Masyn Kuder started in
the circle with four strike outs
before being rested. Bri
Combes took over the final
three innings, giving up a pair
of hits, one run, one walk while
striking out two.

Addison Harvey hit two
home runs for two RBIs to pace
Coal City. Abby Gagliardo hit a
homer and a triple for two
RBIs, Makayla Henline had a
triple while Makenzie Henline
hit a double. Kerrigan Copes
finished with three hits.

Those 15 hits were shy of
the mark set during their previ-
ous two games when they had
20 in each game.

“I’m proud of our girls to
come out two nights in a row
and have 20 hits through 4
innings, our bats are red hot at
the right time of the season,”
said Coal City coach Rodney
Monbrum.

They had 20 hits against
Plano on Thursday in an 18-0
shutout after four innings.
That game featured home runs
by Jadyn Shaw and Copes.
Gagliardo hit a pair of doubles
and a single for three RBIs. S.
Anderson stepped up for three
hits for three RBIs while
Makayla Henline hit three sin-
gles and Shaw finished with
four hits.

Masyn Kuder picked up
her 20th win of the season
pitching two scoreless innings. 

On Wednesday Coal City
belted 20 hits and took advan-
tage of five Reed-Custer errors
to win 17-0 in four innings.

The highlight was five
home runs during what was
Strike Out Cancer night .
Gagliardo hit three homers to
finish 3-for-3 with eight RBIs.
Shaw and Picard also hit home
runs as Coal City scored all 17
of their runs in the first two
innings. Makayla Henline
tripled and double while
Makenzie had a double.

On Tuesday at Reed-
Custer Kuder and Combes
combined for a shutout on the
mound, beating the Comets 9-
0. 

Kerigan Copes hit a late
inning home run to secure the
victory. Freshmen Khloe Picard
led the way on offense  with
three hits including a triple
down the right field line. 

Kuder, Shaw and
Gagliardo each hit a double.

“I’m proud of our entire
team, we’re winning games
and having fun doing so,”
coach Monbrum said.

The Lady Coalers travel to
Morris on Thursday and will

play in a double-header at
Bradley on Saturday.

On Monday they will be
tested by Beecher at home

before hosting either Reed-
Custer or Wilmington on May
16 during the first round of the
regional.

Red hot bats at the right time for Lady Coalers

The team with the best
record in the Coal City softball
regional is the Lady Coalers
who will likely claim the ICE
Conference title this week with
a perfect record.

The Lady Coalers (24-6
overall) are the #2 seed,
behind Beecher, in the Pontiac
Sectional. 

Coal City is hosting one of
four regionals against Reed-
Custer (#8), Wilmington (#6),
Seneca (#3) and Peotone.

The tournament opens
Monday, May 15 at 4:30 p.m.
when Reed-Custer (5-14
record) plays at Wilmington
(9-13). The winner of that con-
test will battle the Lady
Coalers on Tuesday, May 16 at
4:30 p.m. in Coal City. 

On Wednesday Seneca
and Peotone will face each
other to determine who will
play in the championship
game at 4:30 p.m. Friday.

The regional champi-
onship will advance to the
Pontiac Sectional at 4:30 p.m.
on May 24.

Lady Coalers 
to host
regional
Comets, ‘Cats
to clash first

Photo by Zadie Sims
COAL CITY’S Brady Ehman is throwing discus during ICE confer-
ence on Thursday.

Coalers give it their 
all at conference meet

Photo by Zadie Sims
COAL CITY’S Jordan Olson competes in pole vault against Lisle,
Herscher, Streator, an Reed-Custer.

Photo by Zadie Sims
COMPETING IN RELAY for Coal City is Colten Sztapka on
Thursday for the ICE conference.

Photo by Zadie Sims
THROWING THE BALL to the pitcher is Lady Coaler Makenzie Henline playing away at Reed-Custer on
Tuesday.

Photo by Zadie Sims
LADY COALER ABBY GAGLIARDO throws the ball from third base
on Tuesday.

The Coal Cty frosh/soph
boys baseball team won all
four of their games last week
to improve to 14-5 overall,
8-2 in the conference.

The young Coalers went
to Dwight and no-hit the
Trojans in a 5-inning, 13-2
win. Donnie Ladas started on
the mound and threw 3.1
innings allowing 2 earned
runs while striking out 5 and
walking 8.

Ben Watson came on to
throw the remaining 1.2
innings, striking out 2
Dwight hitters to notch the
combined no-no. Dylan
Young was 2-4 with an RBI.
Mason Hamilton drove in 3
runs. Ladas(2RBI), Ethan
Olson (RBI), Hayden
Clark(RBI) and Blaine Doss
added hits

Coal City 13, Plano 0
The Coalers traveled to

Plano and secured a 13-2 (5
inning) win. Mason
Hamilton went the distance
on the bump allowing  2
unearned runs on 3 hits with
11Ks and 3 walks.

Ben Watson was 2-2 with
a double. Hayden Clark hit a
home run. Brock Finch (2
RBI’s), Drake Stewart, Hunter
Gill, and Ethan Olson added
hits in the win. Coalers 13-5.

Complete sweep
Coal City completed the

series sweep with a 10-0, 5
inning win at Reed-Custer. 

Ethan Olson went the
distance on the bump hurl-
ing 5 innings allowing no
runs on 2 hits while striking
out 3 and walking 6. The
Coalers turned 2 double

plays and had 0 errors.
Hayden Clark was 2-4

with 2 RBI’s. Blaine Doss was
2-3 with an RBI. Donnie
Ladas (RBI) and Ethan Olson
(RBI) added hits in the win.

Extra innings
Coal City walked off

Reed- Custer, 5-4, in 9
innings at Cullick Field on
Ben Watson's sacrifice fly. AJ
Wills started on the mound
and pitched 6+innings allow-
ing 3 earned runs on 1 hit
with 5 strikeouts and 5 walks.

Watson earned the win
with 3 innings pitched with 1
unearned run on 2 hits with 3
strikeouts and 0 walks.
Donnie Ladas was 3-5 with a
double and 3 RBI’s. Ethan
Olson(a double and an RBI),
Blaine Doss, and Gavin
Berger added hits.

A good week for F/S Coalers

Photo by Army Walker

GUNNING DOWN the Comet
base runner is Coal City catcher
Khole Picard during
Wednesday’s 17-0 victory at
home.

Game photos and
reports each week in

The Coal City Courant
freepressnewspapers.com
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The Coaler baseball team extended
their winning streak to four games with a
9-7  win over Lisle on Monday.

Carter Garrelts hurled five shutout
innings and recorded 10 strikeouts while
giving up three hits. Nolan Eddy recorded
the last three outs and got the save.

Cade Baldauf went 3–for-3 with 2
runs scored. Kaelyn Natyshok and Creide
Skubic each tripled. Derek Carlson added
an RBI single and two stolen bases.

Coal City’s overall record as of
Monday was 16-8 and was looking to wrap
up the conference title with a win yester-
day at home over Lisle.

Down the Reapers
A successful senior night saw the

Coalers defeat the Plano Reapers by the
score of 11-1. 

Kaylin Kuder threw five innings and
recorded 10 strikeouts and allowed only
three hits. Cason Headley had a single and
a double to lead the hitting, also con-
tributing two RBIs.  

Seniors Ryne Phelan and Braiden
Young each scored two runs. Other hitters
included Kaelan Natyshok, Wyatt
Wickiser, Lucas Nolan and  Will McArdle.

Coalers rally
Coal City won their 15th game of the

season with a come-from-behind 9-5 vic-
tory over Dwight on Friday. 

Junior pitcher Austin Davy threw
three scoreless innings. Joe Watson got the
win in relief, and Nolan Eddy picked up
the save by throwing two scoreless
innings. 

With the Coalers trailing late, Braiden
Young hit a two- run homer and Cason
Headley later followed with a three-run
double to key the win.

“We had a good week of baseball. We
are getting better every week,” said Coach

Jerry McDowell. “We’re making better
contact at the plate with two strikes and
our pitchers are locating their pitches
really well right now.”

Comet revenge
The Coalers dropped a key confer-

ence game at Reed- Custer last Tuesday by
a score of 3-0. They made up for it on
Wednesday by defeating the Comets 7-4
to put them back into position to win the
conference.

In the loss, Carter Garrelts gave up
only three hits to go along with four strike-
outs and seven walks. Meanwhile, Reed-
Custer relied on their ace pitcher Jake
McPherson who went all seven innings,
striking out 10 while walking three. 

The three hits Coal City managed to
put together against McPherson were by
Jim Feeney, Derek Carlson, and Braiden
Young.

On Wednesday Coal City avenged the
loss 7-4 with Braiden Reilly on the mound.

The Coalers put four runs on the
board their first at-bat and added one in
the second and two in the third to take a 7-
0 lead. The Comets threaten in the top of
the seventh, with three runs scored, but
Reilly held on to get the win.

He surrendered four runs off 10 hits
while striking out five and walking one.

Reilly got offensive help from his
teammates including a home run by
Kaelan Natyshok and a double by Nolan
Ness (two hits). Nolan Eddy also had two
hits.

The Coalers host Bradley-
Bourbonnais Friday and then a double-
header on Saturday against Rochester and
Pleasant Plains. On Tuesday they will trav-
el to Sandwich before hosting Wilmington
on Thursday, May 18 for the first round of
the regional.

Coalers on the verge of claiming ICE title

Baseball rivals Coal City
and Wilmington will lock
horns during the first round of
the Coal City regional.

The Coalers (#4 seed, 15-8
record)) drew the Wildcats (#5,
13-9) for game 3 of their own
regional which will be played
Thursday, May 18 at 4:30 p.m.
in Coal City.

The rivals split victories
during the regular season with
Wilmington winning the first

battle 2-1 before Coal City won
the following night 3-1.

The winner of Game 3
advances to the regional
championship on Saturday,
May 20 at 11 a.m. against likely
opponent Joliet Catholic
(#1seed). 

The Hilltoppers (18-6-1
record) handed the Coalers a
17-2 loss during the season
while Wilmington did not face
JCA.

Reed-Custer will be the
powerhouse team in the
regional at Manteno. The
Comets (#2, 19-7) will play
their first game on Wednesday,
May 17 at 4 p.m. against either
Momence (10) or  Beecher (9). 

If the Comets win they
advance to Saturday’s champi-
onship at 11 a.m. against
Manteno (3), Peotone (11) or
Bishop McNamara (8).

The Comets’ first loss of

the season was 4-2 to
McNamara. They beat Peotone
both times but also lost to
Manteno twice. So it will be
interesting who Reed-Custer
will battle for the champi-
onship.

The winner of the Coal
City regional and the Manteno
Regional will advance to the
Joliet Catholic sectional start-
ing May 24.

Coalers, Wildcats draw each other

Photo by Alyssa Ohlund

COAL CITY’S Jim Feeney dives back to first during an attempted pick-off move that went amiss when the ball was out of reach for the
Reed-Custer first baseman.

Photo by Eric Fisher

STEPPING INTO his swing at the plate is
Coal City senior Braden Reilly who pitched
a win over Reed-Custer last week to keep
the Coalers in the hunt for the ICE
Conference title.

COAL CITY BASS FISHERMEN (from left) Layne Cuddy and Brant Widlowski, along with their coach
BJ Widlowski, will advance to the IHSA state bass fishing tourney at Carlyle Lake in Carlyle, IL on
Friday and Saturday, May 19-20. The Coaler casters finished third in the sectional tournament at
Braidwood Lake on Thursday where only the top three teams advance to state. The state tournament
will pit 75 boats against each other to see who catches the most weight over two days. At Braidwood,
Cuddy and Widlowski on the Coal City #1 team, tied with Gardner-So. Wilmington with 14 pounds, 5
ounces.  Lincoln-Way Central #2 team finished first with 15 pounds. There were 15 teams in the sec-
tional including two teams from Reed-Custer.

Next up, State!

Two tough teams visited
Coal City last week, handing
the tennis team a pair of loss-
es.

On Friday Princeton
spoiled the home court advan-
tage for Coal City beating the
Coalers 5-0.

Singles: No. 1 - Tyson
Phillips, Princeton defeated
Timi Shabani, Coal City, 6-0, 6-
0

No. 2 - Chase Sims,
Princeton upended Martin
Ramirez, Coal City, 6-2 , 6-0

Doubles: No. 1 - Matthew
Sims, and Ben Anderson,
Princeton defeated Coal City’s
Max Zolecki and Owen
Franklin, 6-2 , 6-2

No. 2 - Niklas Schneider,
and Michael Ellis, Princeton
defeated Coal City’s Chad
Reinart and Devon McVey, 5-7 ,
6-3 , 10-4

No. 3 - Josh Orwig and Asa
Gartin, Princeton stopped
Bradley Burla and Mic Kelly,

Coal City, 6-1 , 6-0.
The overall current record

for varsity boys tennis is 2 - 9 -
1.

Morris - 5, Coal City - 0,
Singles: No. 1 - Connor

Barth of Morris beat Coal City’s
Timi Shabani, 6-0 , 6-1

No. 2 - Tristan Olvera,
Morris outscored Martin
Ramirez, Coal City, 6-2 , 6-1

Doubles: No. 1 - Connor
Ahearn and Mason Kitchell,
Morris defeated Coal City’s
Max Zolecki and Owen
Franklin, 6-1 , 6-0.

No. 2 - Zachary Berman,
and Shane Philips, Morris
outscored Chad Reinart and
Devon McVey, Coal City, 6-3 ,
6-2 

No. 3 - Brandon Temme
and Hunter Lindenborn of
Morris beat Bradley Burla, and
Mic Kelly, Coal City, 6-3 , 6-3.

The Coalers play at
Mendota Thursday and
Bradley-Bourbonnais Monday.

Coaler netters
battle hard 
at Princeton

Photo by Eric Fisher

HUSTLING TO RETURN a serve during the No. 1 Doubles match
against Morris is Coal City’s Max Zolecki.

Photo by Eric Fisher

REACHING BACK as the ball bounces out of bounds is Coal City’s
No. 2 singles player Martin Ramirez.
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