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SATURDAY IS PROM Night in Coal City and during the celebration the court will be announced and the queen and king
crowned. Nominated by their peers are [from left, row one]: Ava Meyer, Mayday Matthews, Fianna Gregory and Corinna
Barkley. Owen Kent is joined in row two by Zander Meents, Landin Benson and Alec Waliczek. Before heading off to the
dinner and dance, the community is welcome to join the students for Prom Walk beginning at 3:45 p.m., April 26 in the
Coal City Performing Arts Center.

PROM COURT

Courtesy photo

KEVIN SOTO, a 2015 graduate of Coal City High School,
served as guest speaker during the fourth annual Music
Honor Society Induction. Soto was involved in numerous
instrumental and vocal music groups as a Coaler. He con-
tinued his education and involvement in music at the
University of Illinois where he was a member of the
Marching Illini. Soto currently serves as a social worker at
Romeoville High School where he is a speech coach and
musical director. He is also a marching band technician for
the Marching Coalers.

The Coal City Chapter
of the Illinois Music Honors
Society welcomed three
new members at its Fourth
Annual Induction
Ceremony on Tuesday,
April 15.

Illinois Music Honor
Society is for Illinois music
students in middle and/or
high school who are dedi-
cated to their school music
program and wish to create
and participate in extended
opportunities for leader-
ship, service, enrichment,
and connection with other
student musicians.

The 2025 inductees
into the Music Honor
Society are Jackson Hollis,
class of 2029 and Abbi
Hitchcock and Melody
Leman, class of 2030
Students in the local Music
Honor Society participate
in a variety of music pro-
grams at their school
including various divisions
of Band, Choir, Madrigals
and the performing arts.

Membership require-
ments for both new and
returning members are rig-
orous and are based on
musicianship, leadership,
citizenship and scholar-
ship.

Examples of each of
these qualities were pre-
sented by Music Honor
Society members—Melody
Kinder, president; Mason
Natyshok, member; Jacob
Cimino, secretary, and
Rhaina Vanek, treasurer.

As each new member
was introduced they stood

and struck the gong, each
making the same first
sound of music as a new
member of the society.

“The sound from the
gong resonates outward
from the center and it is our
hope that the influence of
this distinguished group of
students will do the same,”
said Michael Kren, the
school district's director of
choirs.

With the new mem-
bers inducted, the students
heard a message from
Kevin Soto, a 2015 graduate
of Coal City High School. 

During his high school
years, Kevin was involved
in numerous music pro-
grams including concert,
marching and jazz band,
choir, show choir,
Madrigals and musicals. He
continued his education at
the University of Illinois
where he was a member of
the Marching Illini. He
holds a bachelors and mas-
ters degree from U of I.

Kevin currently serves
as a social worker at
Romeoville High School
where he is a musical direc-
tor and speech coach.

Additionally, he con-
tinues to support the
Coalers as a marching band
technician.

Kevin shared that so
many of his  life experi-

Music Honors
Society holds
induction

SEE INDUCTION PAGE 2

Drip Drop Aesthetics, a medspa
first based in Minooka, has opened
its second location in Diamond
inside Diamond Suites, 2290
Division St.

Drip Drop is a medical spa that
is a hybrid business combining ele-
ments of a traditional spa with med-
ical treatments, said manager
Amanda Taylor in a news release.
Both locations of Drip Drop offer a
variety of non-surgical procedures
that improve a client's appearance,
health and well-being. 

“Our locations are overseen by
our licensed healthcare professional
nurse practitioner ensuring that
medical-grade treatments are pro-
vided in a safe environment,” Taylor
said. “We pride ourselves on not only

the safety we prioritize, but also on
working with our clients to make
sure their experience meets their
needs.” 

The Minooka location at 841 S.
Ridge Road and the new Diamond
business are owned by Dione
Valentino and Lynn Harvel. The orig-
inal Drip Drop opened about two
and a half years ago and both loca-
tions employ 15 individuals total. 

The medspas specialize in Botox
and Dermal fillers -help reduce wrin-
kles, fine lines, and restore volume to
the face; Chemical Peels - used to
exfoliate and improve the appear-
ance of the skin by addressing acne,
pigmentation, and fine lines;
Microdermabrasion -a skin resurfac-
ing treatment that removes dead

skin cells, leaving the skin smoother
and more youthful; IV Therapy -
hydrates and delivers vitamins and
nutrients to clients, often marketed
as a way to boost energy or recovery;
and Hormone Replacement Therapy
-a  treatment used to supplement or
replace hormones that the body is no
longer producing at sufficient levels. 

“Every treatment starts with a
one-on-one consultation. We listen
to your goals, assess your skin or
wellness needs, and craft a plan
that's 100 percent tailored to you,”
Taylor said. 

For more information or to
make an appointment at Drip Drop
visit dripdropaesthetics.com. For
more information on the Grundy
Chamber visit grundychamber.com. 

Medspa opens in Diamond

GRUNDY COUNTY CHAMBER of Commerce & Industry and Diamond Mayor Terry Kernc welcomed the Drip Drop
Aesthetics team to the village by holding a ribbon cutting at their new location inside Diamond Suites on Route 113.
Pictured (from left) are the Chamber’s Christina Van Yperen, Presley Koerner, Andrea Neary, Dione Valentino, Mayor
Kernc, Amanda Taylor and Lynn Harvell.
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AUTOS

2014 Ford Mustang, 
Deep Impact Blue.
Very well maintained,
garage kept, adult driv-
en. 108,000 miles.
Excellent shape.
$14,500. Call 815-405-
4336. ca14-17

ESTATE SALES

Coal City - 455 Shab-
bona Street. Saturday 
& Sunday, April 26-27, 
9am-4pm. Antiques, 
collectibles, furniture, 
household items, craft 
& sewing items, home 
decor, Bosson Chalk-
ware, Fenton Glass, 
Depression Glass,
Winterliug Fine China. 
Something for every-
one! cc17

GARAGE SALE

Braceville - 213 E
Main. Thurs. & Fri.,
April 24-25, 9am-4pm
& Sat., April 26, 9am-
noon. Adult and kid’s
clothes, linens, bed-
ding, household, toys,
books, lots more. ca17

Wilmington - 410 Dan-
iels St. Thurs. & Fri., 
April 24-25, 9am-4pm 
and Sat., April 26, 
9am-2pm. Household
& collectibles, clothing, 
jewelry, crafting sup-
plies, adult and chil-
dren’s books, health & 
beauty, a few tools & 
outdoor gardening 
items. ca17

HELP WANTED

Wilmington, IL area. 
Shooting and throwing 
ducks & pheasants;
operating a 4-wheeler; 
maintaining training 
equipment. Lake main-
tenance; mowing & 
weeding grass; driving 
tractor. Mechanical
ability would be a plus. 
Hard work, fair pay, 
year round employ-
ment. Call Lisa at 
815-302-8810. cc17-
19

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call
Will County Animal
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family,
815-462-5633. 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

STORAGE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 1826
Albert Lane, Wilmington,
IL 60481 (Non-occupied
single family). On the 1st
day of May, 2025 to be
held at 12:00 noon, at the
Will County Courthouse,
100 W. Jefferson Street,
Room 1001, Joliet, IL
60432, under Case Title:
Onslow Bay Financial
LLC Plaintiff V. Gustavo
Campos; Unknown
Owners and Non-Record
Claimants; Lakewood
Shores Improvement
Association Defendant.
Case No. 24 FC 0142 in
the Circuit Court of the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit,
Will County, Illi-
nois. Terms of Sale: ten 
percent (10%) at the time 
of sale and the balance 
within twenty-four (24) 
hours. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit,
other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments
and legal fees required by
subdivisions (g)(1) and
(g)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 

REAL ESTATE

735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact:Manley Deas
Kochalski, LLC
One East Wacker 
Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601
P: 1-614-220-5611
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., April 9, 16 
and 23, 2025.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

cc11-26

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ck47-20

Pro Lawn Solutions 
LLC

Comprehensive lawn
care services including
weed, mosquito, and
pest control. Fertiliza-
tion, mulching, tree
and shrub care, and
much more! For a free
quote call or text
815-651-1963. cc14-
17

WANTED



WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, April 23, 2025, page 11

The Wilmington varsi-
ty softball team led by as
many as four runs on
Monday but Coal City ral-
lied back to beat them 7-5.

Wilmington got on the
board in the top of the first
inning when Molly
Southall homered to cen-
ter field to score two runs.
Ally Allgood singled to
score one run, while
Madisyn Rossow singled in
and RBI to give the Lady
‘Cats a 4-0 lead.

Wilmington added
one run in the third when
Southall walked, making
the score 5-2.

But the hosting
Coalers answered with two
runs in the bottom of the
third inning when Addison
Hodgen grounded out,
scoring one run, and
Juliana Covington hit a
solo home run to left field
to trail 5-4.

The Lady Coalers took
the lead, 7-5, in the bottom
of the fourth thanks to
home runs by Khloe Picard
and DArcy Ness.

“Ness, Picard and
Covington all hit homers
into a stiff wind. I'm proud
of the way our girls played
today especially coming
from behind 4-0 after the
top of the first,” said Coal
City coach Rodney
Monbrum.

Masyn Kuder earned
the win for Coal City. The
starter allowed seven hits
and five runs (four earned)
over seven innings, striking

out seven and walking 11. 
Taryn Gilbert took the

loss for Wilmington.
Gilbert went six innings,
surrendering seven runs
(six earned) on eight hits,
striking out two and walk-
ing six

CCHS catcher Khloe
Picard led Coal City with
three runs batted in. The
number three hitter went
2-for-4 on the day.  Kaycee
Graf and Picard were a
force together in the line-
up, as they each collected
two hits, while hitting
back-to-back.

Coal City ran wild on
the base paths, tallying five
stolen bases, including
three by Sierra Anderson.
They also turned one dou-
ble play.

Southall led
Wilmington with three
RBIs. The center fielder
went 1-for-1 with her
home run and was walked
four times. Let’s face it,
teams would rather walk
Southall than allow her to
hit because most often
she’ll make them pay a
price.

Rossow and Allgood
each collected two hits for
Wilmington. Overall, the
team had patience at the
plate, tallying 11 walks for
the game.

Wilmington falls to 12-
4 overall while Coal City
improves to 13-5 overall
and 6-0 in the conference.

A good week
Four games brought

four victories for the Lady
Coalers last week.

They swept Lisle on
Thursday at home in two
five-innings contests, win-
ning 15-1 and 7-0 to
improve to 12-5 overall
with a big pair of big con-
ference games against
Wilmington on Monday
and Tuesday.

Coal City out-hit the
Lions 14-to-2 in the 15-1
win. They took a 2-1 lead in
the first before erupting for
eight runs in the second
and five more in the third.

Addison Hodgen
smashed a home run while
batting 3-for-3 with four
RBIs. Khloe Picard hit a
pair of doubles and a single
for four RBIs while
Addison Harvey went 4-
for-4 with three RBIs.
Masyn Kuder doubled
while Madalyn Petersen,
Kaycie Graf and DArcy
Ness each contributed hits. 

Kuder started in the
circle, throwing a no-hitter
over two innings with giv-
ing up one run, two walks
and striking out three.
Naomi Rodriguez pitched
two innings, with one hit,
one walk and two strike-
outs. Brittnae Combes
closed with one hit allowed
while striking out one.

Coal City 7, Lisle 0
Coal City scored in

every inning including two
runs in the third and three
in the fourth to shutout
Lisle.

The nine hits by the

Lady Coalers included a
two-run bomb by Picard.
Graf hit a double and a sin-
gle for one RBI. Sierra
Anderson went 2-for-2
while Juliana Covington
and Kuder both drove in
runs. Anderson and Graf
had stolen bases.

Kuder struck out five
and gave up one hit over
4.1 innings. Rodriguez fin-
ished with one strikeout.

Coal City 11, Streator 1
Tuesday’s home con-

test ended in the bottom of
the sixth when the Lady
Coalers exploded for seven
runs to win by mercy rule.

Ness and Picard both
hit home runs to finish
with two RBIs. Kuder was
2-for-2 while Anderson
and Harvey contributed
doubles.

Kuder struck out eight
batters while holding the
Bulldogs to three hits and
one run.

Coal City 7, Streator 4
Kuder kept the

Bulldogs in check, striking
out 10 batters in a Monday
victory that ended with 11
hits by Coal City.

Petersen hit a triple to
drive in two runs while
Graf and Picard went 2-for-
4. Harvey hit a double
while Covington had a pair
of hits.

The Lady Coalers play
at Bishop McNamara
(Kankakee) on Friday. On
Monday they travel to
Herscher before hosting
the Tigers Tuesday.

Lady Coalers rally over Wilmington

Photo by Eric Fisher

HI MOM—Lady Coaler Juliana Covington isn’t waving to
anyone other than the umpire to get a timeout after sliding
head first into second base.

Kaneland claimed the
Coaler Shootout
Tournament title on
Saturday, beating Peotone
for first place with PKs.

Kaneland started the
tournament with a 1-0
shutout over Coal City.

The Lady Coalers (6-
3-1 record) recovered with
a 3-1 win over Princeton
before falling to Peotone 1-
0.

Keeper Chloe Pluger
was awesome with 21
saves during the tourna-
ment.

The Lady Coalers play
at Herscher on Thursday
and then at Joliet Catholic
Academy at 7:30 p.m. on
April 30. Their next home
match will be May 1 at 6
p.m. against Reed-Custer.

On Thursday Coal
City upended Streator 3-1.
Lady Coaler Kylee Kennell
scored two unassisted
goals while Anayi Mayorga
scored one goal.

Keeper Pluger had 8
saves.

The Lady Coalers lost
a close 2-1 decision to
Lisle with the one goal
scored by  Ava Meyer
assisted by Kennell. 

Pluger had 5 saves.

Kaneland
clips all
in Coaler
Shootout

Photo by Eric Fisher

TAKE AWAY—Lady Coaler Courtney Elberts steals the ball from a Kaneland forward during
the Coal City Shootout tournament.

Photo by Eric Fisher

ANYONE WHO THINKS soccer is not a contact sport should attend a Coal City soccer
match were senior Aylianna Castle battles for the ball against a Kaneland defender.

Photo by Eric Fisher

GETTING A KNEE on the ball to stop it at midfield is Lady
Coaler Anayi Mayorga.

Photo by Elaine Fisher-Ohlund

POWER HITTER—Lady Coaler Khloe Picard hit a home run Monday, one of three by Coal
City, to rally to a 7-5 victory over Wilmington.
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Wilmington came to
town Monday and spoiled
Coal City baseball’s
unspoiled ICE conference
record, beating them 9-0.

The Wildcats opened
the scoring in the first when
leadoff hitter Ryan Kettman
hit a solo home run to cen-
ter field. That set the tone
the rest of the game as Coal
City struggled at the plate
against Wilmington ace
Lucas Rink who held the
hosts to just two hits.

Wilmington added to
their early lead in the top of
the third inning when an
error scored one run, and
Kyle Farrell homered to
center field, scoring two
runs.

Rink surrendered two
hits and no runs over six
and two-thirds innings,
striking out 11 and walking
three. A.J. Wills took the loss
for Coal City over six
innings, surrendering
seven runs (six earned) on
10 hits, striking out three
and walking four.

Connor Henline and
Donnie Ladas each collect-
ed one hit for the Coalers,
who turned one double
play in the game.

Wilmington piled up
15 hits in the game. Farrell
provided pop in the middle
of the lineup, and led
Wilmington with three runs
batted in. The infielder
went 2-for-3 on the day.
Shawn James went 4-for-4
at the plate to lead
Wilmington in hits. Dierks
Geiss, Copper Holman, and
Drew Jackson each collect-
ed multiple hits for
Wilmington.

The Coalers were out
to avenge the loss on
Tuesday in Wilmington.

Morris 14, Coal City 1
The Coaler varsity

baseball team dropped a
14-1 non conference game
at home to Morris in 6
innings on Saturday. 

The Coalers (14-3 over-
all, 6-0 in the ICE  confer-
ence) managed four hits on
the day. Gabe McHugh
doubled. Lance Cuddy,
Dylan Young, and Gavin
Berger (RBI) also added
hits.  Drake Stewart and
Donnie Ladas also drove in
runs for the Coalers.

Kellen Forsythe got the
start on the mound for Coal
City and pitched well.

Forsythe hurled the first 3
innings allowing 7 runs (4
earned) on 4 hits, while
walking 6 and striking out
2. Ben Watson came on to
pitch the final innings,
allowing 7 runs (5 earned)
on 3 hits while walking 7.

Coal City took the 5-
inning JV that followed, 3-2.
Mason Hamilton had a big
day on the mound hurling
all 5 innings allowing just 1
earned run while walking 2
and striking out 6. Berger,
Olson (triple), and Ladas
had hits.

The Coalers completed
the two game ICE confer-
ence sweep of Streator with
a 6-1 win at Cullick Field on
Tuesday.

AJ Wills was masterful
on the mound for Coal City.
After surrendering a 1 out
solo homer in the first, Wills
blanked the Bulldogs and
scattered just 3 infield sin-
gles, walking just 2 and
striking out 5 in his 6.1
innings of work.

Kellen Forsythe came
on to record the final 2 outs
notching a strikeout in his 9
pitch outing.

Gavin Berger doubled
and tripled in 4 at bats.

Dylan Young homered and
added a single. Lance
Cuddy also had two hits
including a double. Gabe
McHugh drove in 2 with a
2-run homer.

Ethan Olson tripled in
a run and Blaine Doss also
added a single and an RBI
in the win.

Monday  at Streator the
Coalers banged out 13 hits
and rode a 4 run first and a
3 run second to a 10-5 win.

Gavin Berger led the
way at the plate. The junior
centerfielder was 4-for-4
with 2 stolen bases. Blaine
Doss (RBI) and Lance
Cuddy added 2 hits each.
Dylan Young had a hit and a
sacrifice fly and drove in 3.

Donnie Ladas (2 RBIs),
Connor Henline (RBI),
Ethan Olson (RBI), and
Gabe McHugh (RBI) added
hits in the win. 

Lance Cuddy pitched
the first 5 innings, allowing
5 runs (4 earned) on 8 hits
while striking out 13 and
walking 0. Ethan Olson
came on to pitch the final
two innings, allowing 0
runs on 1 hit while walking
2 and striking out 2.

Coalers hit a bump in 
the conference hunt

Photo by Amy Walker

COALER CONNOR HENLINE makes it to first during Tuesday’s game against Streator.

Photo by Amy Walker

COALER BLAINE DOSS dives back to first and is safe during Tuesday’s game against
Streator.

Photo by Amy Walker

HOMERUN HIGH FIVES after Gabe McHugh (left) drove in two runs, Connor Henline (mid-
dle) and Lance Cuddy during Tuesday’s game against Streator. The Coalers will host
Bradley on Thursday.

Photo by Amy Walker

SLIDING CATCH by Coal City’s Gavin Berger during Tuesday’s game against Streator. The
Coalers won 6-1.

Photo by Amy Walker

COALER KELLEN FORSYTHE winds up for a pitch against
Streator during Tuesday’s game. The Coalers are 6-0 in con-
ference.
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