Tickets on sale now!

WINE ART & BEER FAIRE

Sunday, May 4, during Red Carpet Corridor
For more details see page 7.
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Special Ed student count increases

The Coal City Unit School District 1
may be eligible for more funding from the
state to help educate more students con-
sidered Special Ed.

Luke Krippel, director of student
services for the District, reported to the
Board of Education last week that the spe-
cial education “child count” as of
December 1, which has to be reported to
the Illinois State Board of Education, con-
tinues to increase.

According to Kripple, the informa-
tion is used to determine the amount of
special education funding received from
the state.

According to the report, the district’s
number of students receiving special edu-
cation services increased by five from
2022/2023 to 2023/2024. The number of
students receiving special education serv-
ices increased by 23 from 2023/2024 to
2024/2025 when the number of students
was reported at 396.

In other action before the board:

Director of Curriculum and
Instruction Jennifer Kenney said that
spring testing is underway with the ele-

mentary and intermediate schools having
completed the Illinois Assessment of
Readiness [IAR] exam prior to spring
break.

During the week of April 7, the middle
school will take the IAR and the Pre-ACT
tests while the ACT will be administered
at the high school.

Additionally, the Illinois Science
Assessment [ISA] will be given at the ele-
mentary and intermediate schools during
that time. The ISA was administered at the
middle school prior to the break.

¢ Superintendent Chris Spencer
updated the Board that the current before
and after school care agreement with Step
by Step is set to expire at the close of the
school year, therefore the district will seek
proposals for the continuation of this
service.

e The superintendent provided the
Board with an update on staffing for the
2025-2026 school year. Board members
authorized Spencer to offer employment
contracts for any open positions to quali-
fied candidates after consultating with the
board president and vice president. The

authority is valid until July 1.

* An update on the intermediate
school repair project was presented.
Design plans and a construction timeline
remain tentative, however the district
does plan to return to the space for the
2026-2027 school year.

e Board members approved an
amended intergovernmental agreement
with the local taxing districts that make up
the Dresden Nuclear Generating Station
Taxing Bodies Consortium.

The group includes the School
District, Coal City Fire Protection and Coal
City Public Library Districts, Grundy
County, Joliet Junior College and Goose
Lake Township and Goose Lake Road
District.

They agree to jointly engage attor-
neys, appraisers and other professional
advisors, when necessary, on the property
assessment and property tax negotiations
with Constellation regarding the Dresden
Nuclear Generating Station. The amended
agreement ensures the districts are paying
the proper percentages of the total costs
associated with the services.

e The Hazardous Bus Route
Declaration has been presented to the
Illinois Department of Transportation.
Routes designated as hazardous remain
unchanged for the upcoming school year.

e Summer camp dates were presented
and approved. Registration is scheduled
to open in mid-April for the various
camps.

* As required, the quarterly drop out
report for the quarter ending March 13
was approved for submission to the
Regional Office of Education.

e At the recommendation of Brad
Boresi, high school athletic director, the
board approved renewing the school’s
membership in the Illinois High School
Association [IHSA] for the 2025-2026
school year.

And, at the recommendation of the
middle school athletic director the
school’s membership in the Illinois
Elementary School Association [IESA] was
renewed for the coming school year at a
cost of $1,275.

e Approval was granted to renew the
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Route 66 at a top speed of 39 mph

PUBLISHER

Being 5,150 miles from home,
Roni Alho could have easily given
up.

His 1968 moped, with its single
gear, pedal start and one cylinder,
suffered catastrophic failure. But the
35-year-old native of Turku, Finland
was determined he would return to
the U.S. to complete his 2,448-mile
ride on historic Route 66.

He had gone too far to resign,
passing through Illinois, Missouri,
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and into
New Mexico.

It was Oct. 15 of last year, 16
days into his trip, when his motor-
bike died outside of Tucumcari, NM,
about 978 miles shy of the end of the
Mother Road.

“Sometimes life gives you
lemons. I made it to over halfway
Route 66. Chicago - Tucumcari (NM)
~ 2400 km with my 50cc PUCH VS
Moped,” he wrote his Facebook fol-
lowers. “That’s the final point on my
moped,” he lamented.

The bearings and front fork on
the moped were trashed, causing
what he called was a “death wobble”.

“So I needed to stop my trip. I
thought it was the end of my world
then,” Alho said.

It didn't help he was driving like
a lunatic in desert-like conditions.
The temperature was above 100
degrees Fahrenheit. He suffered heat
stroke, dehydration and anxiety.

“It caused me very bad health
issues and before my flight back to
home Finland it took me to hospital
in Chicago (needed intravenous
therapy).”

When he returned home to
Finland his recovery took a couple
months but during that time he
vowed to himself that he would
return to finish what he had begun.

His unease as being labeled a
failure had peaked. “I just tried to
keep it normal and hide it from oth-
ers,” he said.

After stewing 4 1/2 months back
home he had enough. He packed his
suitcase with a new 4-stroke engine,
flew back to the U.S., landing in
Chicago March 2, where he arranged
to meet Ryan Jeffries of Wilmington
who knows the ins and outs of vin-
tage motorcycle and moped
engines.

The first thing he wanted to see
was the Gemini Giant which had
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been removed from its original loca-
tion during his first ride.

Even though it was dark, Jeffries
took him to the entrance to the
South Island were the Route 66 icon
now stands.

Alho said it was beautiful and
taller than he expected. He was glad
his return trip allowed him to finally
see it.

He stayed in Wilmington at
Jeffries’ house while his moped was
being rebuilt. Instead of one gear,
which required Alho to pedal fast
enough to start the engine, Jeffries
added a second gear. The rebuild
took several days.

Once the moped was complete,
the musician from Finland was
given a ride (moped included) by

\

Photo by Eric Fisher
A GIANT TALE to tell in the end. Roni Alho, a musician from Finland, stands
next to the Gemini Giant on March 30, the day of his return flight home. Alho
survived his 2,448-mile ride on historic Route 66 using a moped with a top
speed of 39 mph.

Dan Canapa and Russell Walls to
Springfield, MO where his Route 66
escort, Brent L. Jones, was waiting.
The next day they drove to
Tucumcari, NM to the point were
Alho’s moped broke down five
months earlier.

Alho soon discovered March
wasn't an ideal time to ride Route 66.
Instead of 100-degree heat, he rode
through snow in the upper eleva-
tions, having to stop often to clean
the shield on his helmet and shed
the icy buildup.

They made it to Flagstaff,
Arizona, a town Alho said he liked
the most, and on to California where
the California Highway Patrol pulled
him over near Needles. The officer

SEE ROUTE 66 PAGE 2

The month of March
was a typical mixed bag of
tricks when it came to
weather.

Temperatures
reached a delightful high
of 81 degrees on March 29,
and a frigid low of 14
degrees on March 2.

The average tempera-
ture was 46 degrees
Fahrenheit, and 11 days
were 32 degrees or colder.

March was also a
rainy month, with 3.53
inches of rain falling, 1.31
of those inches on March
5. In total, it rained 10

March weather was
a mixed bag of tricks

inches for the month.
There was only one day
with measurable snow,
March 8, bringing total
snow to .9 inches in
March.

For the season, we
have had 10.6 inches of
SNOW.

March was also a
blustery month with gusts
of 61 mph on March 19,
and nearly 50 mph on
March 1 and again on
March 23, according to the
Grundy County
Emergency Operations
Center weather report.

Coal City Board
honors three groups
of State Champions

The April meeting of
the Coal City Community
Unit School District 1
Board of Education opened
at Coal City Middle School
where members of the Coal
City High School and Coal
City Middle School
wrestling  teams  and
Coalers Speech Team were
recognized for achieve-
ments.

Speech Coach Ben
Baer spoke on the team’s
successful season and the
three state qualifiers—
Madison Wilson, Jordan
Olson and Jacob Cimino.

Wrestling Coach Mark
Masters introduced the
members of the 2025 State
Championship Team and
the individual wrestlers in
attendance. He spoke to
the overall success of the
program and noted post-
season recognitions for
assistant coach  Zach
Berman and athletic direc-
tor Brad Boresi who are
being honored by the
Illinois Wrestling Coaches
and Officials Association
with assistant coach of the

"

year and administrator of
the year.

Middle School
wrestling coach Joey Rivera
introduced the state quali-
fying members of his team
and spoke to the overall
success of each of the
wrestlers and the team who
went 31-0 for the regular
season and finished second
at the state tournament as
a team with two state
champions—Maxx
Christensen and Dominic
Zucarello.

Morgan Caracci, chief
of staff for Senator Chris
Balkema, was at the meet-
ing to present the two
wrestling teams with cer-
tificates of recognition
highlighting their team
accomplishments.

Following the recogni-
tion, the Board of
Education moved to the
District ~ Administration
Center to conduct the
remainder of the meeting.
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Berkot's Famous Whole
Beef Tenderloins

COAL CITY 815-634-4224 |

USD Choice Angus Boneless
Chuck Roast

WILMINGTON 815-476-6272 |

CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY AD
AT BERKOTF0ODS.COM

BER s

BRAIDWOOD 815-458-2114
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CLASSIFIEDS

Deadlines
Classified Display
Fridays - 5 p.m.
Classified Word Ads
Mondays - noon

Pre-payment required for all classified ads unless customer has a pre established business account

The Free Press Newspapers will be responsible for the first

incorrect insertion, and its liabilities shall be limited to the price
on one insertion. The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right
to classify correctly, edit, reject or cancel any advertisement at

any time in accordance with its policy. All ads must be checked

for errors the first week of publication by the advertiser.

Phone (815) 476-7966 or (815) 634-0315

for details. b

The Braidwood Journal — The Coal City Courant — The Free Press Advocate

Line Ads are up to 30 words
(20¢ for each word over 30)

3 wks.- $25; 4 wks.-$29*
$1.00 Extra per line for bold or

Cost

1 wk.- $17; 2 wks.- $21;

caps on classified
plus .0399% with credit card

AUTOS HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE
2014 Ford Mustang, Optometric Office SHERIFF'S SALE OF there is a surplus following
Deep Impact Blue. Member to join our REAL ESTATE of 1826 application of the pro-

Very well maintained,
garage kept, adult driv-
en. 108,000 miles.
Excellent shape.
$14,500. Call 815-405-
4336. cal14-17

GARAGE SALE

Braidwood - 956 N.
Mabel Ct., Thurs. &
Fri., April 10-11 from
9am-4pm. Sat., April
12 from 9am-2pm.
Mens clothes, Hurley,
Under Armour, wom-

team.Qualifications:
Leadership skills to
build a working team;
Previous experience in
administrative services
or other related fields;
Ability to prioritize and
multi-task; Strong
organizational skills;
Deadline and de-
tail-oriented;  Strong
leadership qualities.
Quickbooks skills a
plus. Our goal is to
build from low volume
practice to a highly effi-
cient business,

ens and childrens increasing profit and
clothes, toys, games, employee compensa-
girls bike, bath, tion. Compensation:
bed, kitchen items, $17.00 to $22.00 +

depending on con-
firmed resume. In
Joliet across from St.
Joseph Hospital. Appli-
cant must be able to
work occasionally in
our Dwight Location

adforhelpwanted @ya-
hoo.com cc12-15

TVs, computer items,
home decor, collecti-
bles, vintage items,
jewelry, misc. ca15

HELP WANTED

Have a need for a
care-taker for an older
handicapped woman.
Need 2 or 3 days a

LOST & FOUND

week for 2-3 hours per  Found - Light gray
day, especially Friday. tapby cat with striped
Call  815-341-9318. tail, " neutered, very
cal4-16

friendly. Found by Cus-
ter Park near West
River Rd 815-476-
2972

WE ARE HIRING —
Full time teller in Wil-
mington and full time
teller in Morris. Send
resume to
info@grundy.bank or
apply in person at 120
S. Main St., Wilmington
or 201 Liberty St., Mor-
ris.

Have you found a lost
pet or lost a pet in Will
County? Please call
Will County Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite your family,
815-462-5633.

SHORKEY, PAINIING

. (815) 546-13
1989

Albert Lane, Wilmington,
IL 60481 (Non-occupied
single family). On the 1st
day of May, 2025 to be
held at 12:00 noon, at the
Will County Courthouse,
100 W. Jefferson Street,
Room 1001, Joliet, IL
60432, under Case Title:
Onslow Bay Financial
LLC Plaintiff V. Gustavo
Campos; Unknown
Owners and Non-Record
Claimants; Lakewood
Shores Improvement
Association Defendant.
Case No. 24 FC 0142 in
the Circuit Court of the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit,
Will County, lllinois. Terms
of Sale: ten percent (10%)
at the time of sale and the
balance within twenty-four
(24) hours. No judicial sale
fee shall be paid by the
mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accordance
with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the
unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal
fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4)
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the lllinois
Condominium  Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if

21

Interior/Exterion

| FULLCOLOR
- Banners -

LIFTED

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
CONCRETE RAISING

Spray Foam Concrete
Insulation Raising

- Yard Signs -
- Post Cards -
- Brochures -

* garages « driveways
«pole buildings = sidewalks
« attics * patios
* basements * stairs

Customized to your liking.
Competitive prices.

+ commercial * and more!
« industrial
Wilmington  815-200-6880

THE FREE PRESS

111 5. Water St.

, Wilmington, IL

Jason Hendron Construction, LLC.
CABINETRY, GRANITE & QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS

DESIGN & SALES

\/4

JSI CABINETRY

G- SKYLINE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: 450 DAVY LANE - WILMINGTON

Monday - Friday 9-5 & Saturday 9-12

(815) 790-1235

ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send written
notice pursuant to 735
ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to all
parties to the proceeding
advising them of the
amount of the surplus and
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact: Manley Deas
Kochalski, LLC

One East Wacker

Suite 1250

Chicago, IL 60601

P: 1-614-220-5611
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., April 9, 16
and 23, 2025.

PETS

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats.
New! Brew and Chew
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., |l
60481 815-476-5104
slewis@trinityservices.
org.

SERVICE & SERVICE & SERVICE & WANT TO BUY
REPAIRS REPAIRS REPAIRS
Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter A Thousand Words GOT GRASS WANT
cleaning, aluminum Photography Lawn Care To BUY
gutter screen, no repair 385 N. Second Ave. Jim Baudino
to small or too big. Coal City 815-342-6394 Clean
Free roof inspection. Mandy Eaton cc11-26 M ‘NI ;
#104.007296 Ask for ' s
Mike at 815-730-1303. _ Cash Buyer...Larry T.
ok47-20 Local Advertising (815) 671-8741
7%at Works as Hord as Gou Lo

Pro Lawn Solutions

Comprehensive lawn
care services including
weed, mosquito, and
pest control. Fertiliza-
tion, mulching, tree
and shrub care, and
much more! For a free
quote call or text
815-651-1963. cc14

STORAGE

SRR

\

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50
515 Davy Lane, Wilmington

WANTED

* FENCING * FENCING *

Wood Fence Panels - Pre-Assembled - Treated Panels

$
Dog Ear Tops 6x8 4Beach

Steel Roofing & Siding

38" Width, 36" Cover, New & Seconds!

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 212 - 18ft. lengths

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1'x6" -16'

Pine - Treated Pine - Treated Poplar - White Oak

New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn
Full 1* thick 1X12* White Pine
Also 1"x871"x12" Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *
28 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors

* ROUND FENCE POSTS *

Cedar - Pressure Treated - All Sizes in Stock!

* Landscape Timber - 5x6 - 6x6 - 6x8 *

262-495-4453

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets

3/4" thick $3 ) 899ach

1"x6" - 6t long
Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street = Palmyra
www.palsteel.com

JOIN US FOR A WEEKEND OF FAMILY

WANTED
SCRAP METAL

* Farm Machinery
* Garden Tractors
* Snowmaobiles

* Appliances

s Anything Metal

Free pickup
7 days
815-210-8819

A & E SEPTIC SERVICE

Pumping - Repairs - New Installation
Sewer Rodding - Sanitary - Party Potties

Ed Bonnivier

Coal Cit

* 634-4691

B

- COMMERCE

EST. 1958

616 Pavy Lane, Wilmington

A

FARME

RS

INSURANCE

MELODIE J. LUCKETT
326 E. Baltimore St

Wilmington, IL 60481

Office 815-476-5242

Cell 815-671-1356
mluckett@farmersagent.com

Auto * Home
Life » Commercial

FRIENDLY TRIATHLON FUN IN HOWARD, wWi!
GREEN BAY YMCA YOUTH TRIATHLON
FOR AGES 12 AND YOUNGER
8:00 A.M. SATURDAY, JUNE 28

Scan here for
Kids Triathlon
details =——»

DUCK CREEK SPRINT TRIATHLON
FOR AGES 13 TO 99
8:00 A.M. SUNDAY, JUNE 29

Scan here for
Duck Creek Tri
details =——>

ORDER YOUR BUSINESS CARDS
from the Free Press Newspapers
Call 815-476-7966 and ask for Eric

£ VIKING ROFING

b cousTRUCTION CORE

Mini Storage
CLEMENTINE’S

CLOSETS

515 Davy Lane,
Wilmington

Affordable
Clean, Secure
Monthly Rentals

No Deposit Required
815-530-0200

*Now Offering IL Public Adjuster Services*
FREE PROPERTY INSPEGTIONS

- Shingle/Flat Roofs
- Gutters

- Siding

- Fascia/Soffit

- Insurance Claims

IL State License # 104-002993
(815) 476-6010
WWWLATCC.US

SISTEK RENTALS

We SELL, REPAIR, and RENT
Outdoor Power Equipment

Licensed
Insured
Bonded

Agent, Notary

YOUR NEXT MOWER®

815-237-8298

740 Ock Street ® South Wilmington, IL

15. Si

CLUES ACROSS

1. Garden tool

5. A way to preserve
11. Gratitude

14. Domestic sheep

18. Cavities containing liquid

mpler

52. Astronomer Carl

56. Small horses

58. A slender tower with bal-
conies

60. A disrespectful quality

62. Fully shaded inner regions
63. Short convulsive intake of

19. Large fish-eating bird breath

21. Ocular protection index

23. Phil __, former CIA CLUES DOWN

24. |celandic poems 1. Popular Sunday dinner
28. Pop option

29. Device 2. Oil cartel

30. Actor Rudd 3. Agile

25. Two outs in baseball
(abbr.)
26. Swiss river
27. Deferential
29. Where a bachelor lives
31. Portable computer screen
material
34. A crying noise of a bird
36. Sticky, amorphous sub-
stance
37. Starchy dish of dried
tubers
38. Type of acid
40. Partner to “Ma”

GUESS WHO »

| am an actress born in California on April
9, 1990. My parents were both in the film
industry and | made my acting debut in a
Disney Channel film. | became known for
playing a lead role in a saga about
vampires and werewolves.

UOMBIS USISLIN HIBMSUY

32. A pituitary hormone
33. Focus on an object
35. Corpuscle count (abbr.)
36. Young women'’s associa-
tion
39. Not shallow
41. Doctor
42. Furniture
44, Hindu male religious
teacher
486. Highly spiced stew
47. A way to communicate
49. Almost last

4. Greek goddess of discord
5. Genetically distinct variety
6. Indicates badly

7. Popular Mr. T character
8. Consumed

9. Chinese dynasty

10. NFL great Randy

12. Within

13. Palm trees

16. Fungal disease

17. Tall, slender-leaved plants
20. Affirmative! (slang)

22. A passport is one

43. 16 ounces
45. The Bay State
48. A well-defined track or
path
50. Substitution
51. Defined period
53. Group of toughs
54. Region
55. Famed Scottish Loch
57. Blood relation
58. Not around
59. Recipe measurement
61. Father to Junior
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bouncing ball.

CC soccer team
stays undefeated

It wasn't a win and it
wasn't a defeat so the Coal
City soccer team kept their
winning record growing on
Friday when they ended up
in a 3-3 tie with Morris.

Scoring goals for the
Lady Coalers were Kylee
Kennel with two and Faith
Horkavy with one. Assists
dished out by Courtney
Elberts and Kyah Hawkins.

Keeper Chloe Pluger
had 13 saves.

Coal City 8, Mendota 0

On Tuesday it was
Coal City who showed the
most hustle, getting goals

from six different players.

Kylee Kennel and
Nettie Connor led the
attack with two goals each.
Lady Coalers also scoring
were  Faith  Horkavy,
Hayden Francisco, Kyah
Hawkins and  Anayi
Mayorga.

Pluger, at keeper, had
one save.

Coal City travels to
Bishop McNamara today
(Wednesday) before host-
ing Peotone Thursday and
Ottawa Saturday.

On Tuesday they will
drive to Lisle.

Ph by Eric Fisher
LADY COALER Kyah Hawkins gets a knee up to stop a

Barkley.

Photo by Eic isr
GIVING THE BALL a good kick is Coal City’s Corinna

Ava Meyer.

.. Ph.oto by Eric Fisher
KEEPING THE BALL in play for the Lady Coalers is senior

COALER SPORTS

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

Coalers continue 9-game streak

The Coal City varsity
baseball team picked up
their ninth win in a row on
Thursday, defeating
Bishop McNamara 2-1.

The Coalers are 10-1
overall, 2-0 in the ICE con-
ference.

All the scoring for the
game came in the first
inning when the Coalers
strung together enough
hits to get the job done.

Gavin Berger had an
RBI single, Lance Cuddy
and Drake Stewart had the
other Coaler hits.

Cuddy was impres-
sive on the mound, pitch-
ing the shutout through
6.2 innings with 11 strike-
outs and no walks.
Double down the Lions

The Coalers scored
four runs in the fifth
inning of Tuesday’s home
game to defeat Lisle 7-3.

Gabe McHugh
tripled, Connor Henline
doubled, Lance Cuddy
singled and then each
stole a base. Stewart was

2-for-2, while Donnie
Ladas and Kellen Forsythe
each had a hit.

Throwing 11 strike-
outs for the Coalers was
Ethan Olson who gave up
two hits and two runs (1
earned) over six innings.
Cuddy finished in the sev-
enth inning with three
hits, one run and two
strikeouts.

The Coalers also beat
Lisle on the road on
Monday, 14-10, thanks in
part to a home ran by
Cuddy.

Olson was a big con-
tributor with four RBIs in
2-of--3 trips to the plate.
Gavin Berger also put the
ball into play, hitting 1-
for-5 for three RBIs.
McHugh and Henline
both had two hits.

AJ. Wills pitched two
innings. Allowing three
hits, seven runs, five walks
and two strikeouts. Mason
Hamilton bagged two
innings with four hits,
three runs, four walks and
two  strikeouts. Ben
Watson hurled two with
one hit, two walks and two

strikeouts.
The Coalers travel to
Plainfield North on

Saturday for a varsity and
JV contest. On Monday
they travel to Streator,
then host the Bulldogs on
Tuesday.
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Photo by Amy Walker

COALER ETHAN OLSON winds up for a pitch against Lisle during Tuesday’s game. Olson

had 11 strikeouts.

Photo by Amy Walker
COALER CONNOR HENLINE gets a hit during Tuesday’s game against Lisle. The Coaler’s
overall record is 10-1.

Lady Coalers come out
ahead during busy week

It was a busy week for
the Lady Coaler softball
team, winning three of five
games played over four
days.

Coal City pounded out
20 hits Saturday against
Morris in a 17-15 victory
that featured home runs
for Addison Harvey (3-for-
3, 4 RBIs) and Kaycee Graf
(3-for-5, 2 RBIs).

“It was a slugfest from
start to finish and we were
fortunate to beat an unde-
feated Morris team today,”
commented coach Rodney
Monbrum. “I'm proud of
our approach at the plate
and how we competed
from start to finish.
Addison Harvey and
Kaycee Graf went deep for
the Coalers.”

The pair also hit dou-
bles, as did Addison
Hodgen (single, 1 RBI) and
Juliana Covington (single).

The Lady Coalers (6-4
overall) were up 17-8 after
four innings when the visi-
tors scored four in the
fourth and three in the top
of the seventh to close the
gap. Fortunately Coal City
got the third out to seal the
win.

Hitting 4-for-5 with
three RBIs and one walk
was Sierra Anderson.
DArcy Ness hit a pair for
two RBIs.

Coal City pitcher
Naomi Rodriguez got the
victory over 5.2 innings,
allowing 14 hits and 12
runs (9 earned) while
walking two and striking
out one. Brittnae Combes
came on for 1.1 innings,
giving up two hits and
three runs before retiring
the visitors.

Ready to play

On Friday it was no
contest from the get-go
when Coal City scored
early and often to beat
Joliet Central 19-3.

Photo by Eric Fisher

THROWING STRIKES for the varsity Lady Coalers is Masyn

Kuder.

The Lady Coalers did
their damage early, scoring
seven runs in the first and
11 runs in the second and
never looked back.

Madalyn Petersen was
1-for-1 with a triple and
three walks for three RBIs.
Hodgen had the hot stick
with a double and two sin-

gles in three trips to the
plate for six RBIs. Ness was
also 3-for-3 for three RBIs
while catcher Khloe Picard
smacked a double for an
RBI and a walk.

Twinbill Thursday

The Lady Coalers lost
one and won one on
Thursday when they host-

ed a pair of games.

They defeated Joliet
West 13-9 before losing to
TBD 18-3.

Coal City led the
entire time against Joliet
West even though they
were out-hot 18-15.

Petersen smashed a
home run and a triple
while batting 3-for-5 for
five RBIs. Picard also hit a
homer and a single for four
RBIs. Graf connected for a
pair of doubles while
Harvey hit a double for one
RBI.

Rodriguez earned the
victory in the circle despite
12 hits and five runs while
walking one. Combes
threw the final two innings
with six hits and four runs
allowed.

A shutout loss

Wednesday’s game
against Lincoln-Way
Central was scoreless
through five innings.
Lincoln-Way scored four
runs in the sixth and
erupted for nine runs in
the seventh to win 13-0.

Ness had two hits
while Graf, Picard and
Harvey each had one. Coal
City was out-hit 11 to 5 and
made three errors.

Masyn Kuder turned
in five scoreless innings of
pitching before Lincoln-
Way got on her for six runs
(1 earned) off seven hits,
four walks and six strike-
outs.

The Lady Coalers trav-
el to Plainfield South on
Thursday. On April 17 they
return home to host Lisle
at 3:30 p.m. and 5 p.m.
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