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READY TO PLUNGE—Who better than to set the example when it comes to life Iessons than teachers from Coal Clty ngh
School who participated in the Polar Plunge to benefit Special Olympics on Saturday. From Coal City High School were
(from left) Emily Hayse, Brittany LeFevre, Allison Peterson, Katie Thetard, Jim Looper and Zach Edgar who celebrate
when their team was called forward to take the plunge. Coal City School District raised an impressive $8,108 to benefit
Special Olympics athletes, helping to raise over $187,400 in one day held at the Braidwood Rec Club beach. In all 39
teams of 606 people participated.

The thrill of a
record plunge

A RUNNING START— Coal Clty teachers Sonja
Minnick and Beth Babcock run the beach at
Braidwood Rec Club on Saturday while taking a
Polar Plunge for Special Olympics. The day was
bright and the water a chilly 46 degrees as

P a y ton
Stockdell particiapte in the Polar PIunge as part of the Cool Cuffers Plungers took turns taking a cold plunge about
team, raising $3,570.

chest deep.

Photo by Eric Fisher
THE COOL CUFFERS made up of nine team members from the Coal City Police Department raised over $3,570 during the
Polar Plunge to help lllinois Special Olympics which took place Saturday at the Braidwood Rec Club. Deputy Chief Mike
Imhof pumps a fist into the air after tagging a waiting diver. At right is Coal City Officer Dave Moran.

Board leaves
GE-Hitachi
valuation
unchanged

STAFF REPORT

The Coal City School
District got word last week
that the Grundy County
Board of Review did not
change the value of the GE-
Hitachi Spent Nuclear Fuel
Plant, causing the Board of
Education to lower its tax
rate.

An official response
from the Board of Review
came Wednesday just
hours before the Board of
Education monthly meet-
ing, allowing
Superintendent Chris
Spencer to update board
members on the rate the
will be afforded on this
year’s tax bill

The Board of Review
kept the value of the GE-
Hitachi plant at $6.1 mil-
lion. The school district
had long argued that the
plant’s valuation is much
more.

“As expected, it did not
change. No surprise there,”
Spencer said in his report.
“So it is staying at $6.2 mil-
lion. This will cause the levy
extension to drop to the
trigger amount, going from
an estimated 20% to
around 1.2%.”

The tax rate should
drop another .5% for the
third year in a row to
around 3.37.8. The district
had anticipated the higher
levy so that had the Board

of Review had agreed on a
higher valuation for the
plant, the district would
have been in a position to
collect on any increase.

“It's something that
we've done for four years
now,” Spencer noted. “We'll
move forward with moving
on to downstate review and
we'll see what happens
from there.”

In other action,
Spencer congratulated
Board President Ken Miller
for attaining the
Established Board Leader
Recognition and Board
Member Quint Harmon
earning the recognition of
Distinguished Board
Leader from the Illinois
Association of School
Boards.

¢ Principal Cam Stone
informed the Board that
the Middle School was cho-
sen as the IESA's
Sportsmanship Award for
the month of February.

o Supt. Spencer
informed the Board that
over 650 people attended
Family Wellness Night and
visited the over 75 vendors.

e The board approved
architects Cordogan Clark
to update the Facilities
Assessment  Plan  for
around $26,000. The last
time this update took place
was in 2018 for $50,000 so
because the update is tak-

SEE SCHOOL BOARD PAGE 2

Good sports

IESA recognizes CCMS athletes,
coaches for sportsmanship

Olympian Loudy
Wiggins said it best.
“Sportsmanship, to me, is
when people help each
other out even if they are
competing against each
other.”

The qualities of good
sportsmanship—respect,
encouragement, positivity,
honesty and fair play—are
being instilled in athletes
at Coal City Middle
School, and it’s being rec-
ognized by the Illinois
Elementary School
Association [IESA] and its
member schools.

On March 5, middle
school Athletic Director
Rodney Monbrum
received a letter from the
association announcing
the school was selected as
the February  IESA
Sportsmanship School of
the Month. This honor is
in recognition of the
school’s outstanding
commitment to promot-
ing respect, integrity, and
fair play.”

Out of approximately
500 member schools, IESA
honors one school a

month across seven
months of the academic
year. The honorees are
selected from the Good
Sports Reports submitted
by the IESA Officials
Advisory Committee.

“We had three really
positive emails come in
regarding our wrestling,
volleyball and our boys
basketball programs in the
month of  January,”
Principal Cam Stone said.

One of those reports
was shared on IESA social
media, and it focused on
the school’s wrestling
team led by coach Joey
Rivera.

The report came fol-
lowing the team’s partici-
pation in the Eureka Duals
and the focus was on its
match with the host
school.

“The Eureka Middle
School wrestling team
faced intense competition

SEE CCMS PAGE 2

|I)4879 |

29645

4

205
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20% off all frozen food that you can fit in our bag

Limit 1 bag per customer. Must use designated bag for savings.
Savings will be discounted at the register. While supplies last, No rainchecks.
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Sale Valid 3/13-3/19/25 WILMINGTON 815-476-6272 | COALCITY 815-634-4224 | BRAIDWOOD 815-458-2114
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CENTURY 21

Coleman-Hornsby

Locally
Owned

Nationally
Known

Shawn Hornsby,
esignated Managing Broker

4BR brick ranch w/over ZS(I]sq fr.
Huge fam. ., separate din. m.

Comer lot in popular area of other

arractive homes, ()Fllyn or Theresa,

MORRIS

4BR, 3.5BA. Nice km.lu:u.
hardwood floors, 3 car garage, full
basemenr, comer lot. Jo 815-252-
1724. 1013WD

$575.000

Call Us At 942-9190 or

Log on to C21.com

WILMINGTON

3BR, 1BA Ranch Home on 1153
acres. Large pole bam, Whole house
generator & metal roof, Call Tami

815-325-0550. BS19502

M

1802 N. Division St.

orris, IL 60450

Mo PSR ‘5389

Beaudful 4 BR, 2.5 BA Ca

Cod

home with many updates. Wooded
backyard with a creek. Shawn 815-
4746670. Bl

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED MISCELLANEOUS REAL ESTATE
Cinder Ridge Golf The Reed Township 6'x10’ trailer with title, payable to the Sheriff of
Course is hiring for Mosquito Abatement 3500 Generac genera- Will County. In the event
seasonal  positions. District is currently tor, 3 air conditioners the property is a condo-
Deli, pro shop, cart looking for a Seasonal (2-5500btu, 1-6000btu) VTi't’;:”miss'“ Ifécsordglnlcs":

person, & ranger for
afternoon shift. Apply
in person at the Pro
Shop. 815-476-4000.
ck11-14

Come work with an in-
dustry leader. Several
positions  available.
Seeking easy going
people who love to
multi-task. Bilinguals
and Veterans are wel-
come to apply. Full or
Part time with flexible
hours. Will train in all
job aspects. Morris
Trailer Sales Inc.
815-941-2800 to set up
an appointment for an
interview. cc8-11

Looking for part time
help for local cleaning
service, must be able
to work early mornings,
no weekends, all holi-
days off, background
check, call or text 815-
458-0883. cc10-11

Field Technician.
Application and Job
Description are avail-
able by contacting
(815)458-6538 or
email reedtwpmad@
shcglobal.net ch11-13

HOME FOR RENT

Wilmington, updated
charming 2 BR, 1 BA,
home for rent in a nice
neighborhood close to
a park. Detached 2 car
garage, fenced yard,
W/D, C/A. No smok-

ing. $1,350/mo., 1st
and last security
deposit. 815-476-

7278. cc11-13

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost
pet or lost a pet in Will
County? Please call
Will County Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite your family,
815-462-5633.

Free computer desk,
pair of bikes. Call for
details 815-476-7414.
ck10-12

PETS

Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories, health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts, greeting cards
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats.
New! Brew and Chew
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., |l
60481 815-476-5104
slewis@trinityservices.
org.

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF
REAL ESTATE of 920
North Kankakee Street,
Wilmington, IL 60481
(Single). On the 3rd day of
April, 2025 to be held at
12:00 noon, at the Will
County Courthouse, 100
W. Jefferson Street, Room
1001, Joliet, IL 60432, un-
der Case Title: NUMARK
CREDIT UNION Plaintiff
V. ADAM POULOS;
ELIZA-BETH A. POULOS
A/K/A ELIZABETH POU-
LOS; Defendant. Case
No. 24 FC 0703 in the
Circuit Court of the Twelfth
Judicial Circuit, Will
County, lllinois. Terms of
Sale: ten percent (10%) at
the time of sale and the
balance within twenty-four
(24) hours. No judicial sale
fee shall be paid by the
mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds

1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the
unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal
fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4)
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the lllinois
Condominium  Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send
written notice pursuant to
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the
amount of the surplus and
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact: LOGS LEGAL
GROUP LLP

2121 Waukegan
Suite 301
Bannockburn, IL 60015
P: 847-770-4348

F: 847-291-3434
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., March 12, 19 & 26,
2025.

Rd,

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand Words
Photography
385 N. Second Ave.
Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Som____|

\{ORRIQ $274.900
2BR, 2BA all brick duplex sinated
on comer lot w/2 car garage and full
baserment, Call/ Text © %‘:n 815368
5330. EA1046

(815)
942-9190

MORRIS $239,900
2 Unit invesunent property or
residence w/addrl income. 3BR,
1BA & 2BR, 1BA. Call/Text Teri

GRUNDY COUNTY’S #1 HOME SELLER

= Source: Midwest Real Estate DataBase, (MLS) Single Family
Detached Homes Sold in 2024 By Grundy County Offices.

SEE EVERY HOME ON THE MARKET AT

G21.C0M

1],

99% Customer
Satisfaction

MORRIS

Qu

fog

$259,
u|1n 2-3 BR home w/2.5 ar
ge, near city park with
und & ball fields. Shawn
omsby 815474-6670.  NK848

MORRIS :
3 BR ranch on comer lot. Move in
ready! Full basement, 1 car attached

garage. Bigyard. Jo252-1724.

8154741575, DR607 1724NN
SERVICE & SERVICE &
REPAIRS REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter GOT GRASS
aluminum LaWI’l Care

cleaning,
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ck47-20

All around handyman
needs work. Remodel-
ing, framing, painting,
bathrooms. Any kind of
work. 815-715-1501,
Mike.

Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

WANT TO BUY

MORRIS $169,000
Spacmu& 4-5BR, 3BA home w/
oversized 1 1/2 car garage in prime
location near downtown Mouris.
Shawn 8§15-474-6670. NC206

RESIDENTIAL
LOTS

Including
Wooded and
Waterfront

STORAGE

WANTED

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50
515 Davy Lane, Wilmington

Maintenance Worker

« Primary laborer on projects

« Safely operates heavy and light construction equipment, machinery,
and tools for maintenance/construction related operations

« Performs general road maintenance related activities, i.e. mowing,
asphalt repairs/patching, vegetation control, sweeping/removing dead
animals and trash

« Operates equipment during water/sewer repairs/projects, installation of
water meters, storm sewer maintenance i.e. ditching/culvert repair,
catch basins, etc.

+ Repairs/Replaces: Fire Hydrants, manholes, sewer/water lines

« Reports to work for on-call after hour needs, as assigned

« Strenuous manual labor includes but not limited to: digging, shoveling,
sweeping, raking, crawling, bending, lifting, pushing, pulling, twisting
and climbing

The Village of Diamond is seeking a Maintenance Worker 1. This position
performs semi-skilled manual labor to assist with water/sewer, road repairs,
snow removal and other department assignments to assist with overall
department operations.
Essential Functions. The following duties are normal for this position.
These are not to be construed as exclusive or all-inclusive. Other duties
may be required and/or assigned.

Duties are performed under all weather conditions and include exposure to
inclement weather, noise, etc. Ability to work at heights and in confined
spaces. Operations are on call 24/7 therefore personnel shall be available/
open to be scheduled to work all shifts, including weekends/holidays as
needed and some hours outside regularly scheduled hours. Regular work
hours are 7:00am-3:30pm. Education:
Applications are available at: www.villageofdiamond.org.

High School Diploma/Equivalent.

Diamond 1750 E. Division St. Diamond, IL. Email completed application to:

maintenance @villageofdiamond.org or in person at:
1750 E. Division St. Diamond, IL 60416

Village of Diamond

or at Village of

Village Office as it

in person).

Qualifications

relates to:

+ Reconciling payments with billing data
+ Managing overdue accounts and collections procedures
+ Strong verbal and written communication skills, analytical and
organizational skills
« Strong attention to detail
Additional Duties include but not limited to:
+ Maintains Website postings and Electronic Marquee

« High quality customer service with ability to multi-task
« Effective communication with the public, employees, Village Board
members and other public officials
+ Maintains files and records
+ Prepares agenda for Village Board meeting and keeps
detailed meeting notes and complete meeting minutes
« Attend bi-weekly evening board meetings
+ Responsible for all water billing processing and payments
« Conduct the Village election in accordance with standard
election procedures
Duties and Responsibilities
Following is a list of the primary duties and responsibilities for this position. It
is not intended to encompass all duties and responsibilities but merely
highlights the major responsibilities of the position. Additional duties may be
assigned or develop over time.
« Records management officer
« Serves as Water Billing Clerk
« Generate and print all bi-monthly water bills, processes payments,
collection calls for non-payments, creating new customer accounts
and closing old ones
+ Receiving customer payments through various channels (mail, online,

Village Clerk/Water Billing Clerk

The Village of Diamond has an opening for the Village Clerk/Water Billing
Clerk position. This position is expected to exercise a considerable amount
of independent judgement and initiative. The position serves as the official
record keeper of the Village and does related work as required.

Typical work activity
This position is responsible for the efficient day-to-day operation of the

High School Diploma/or equivalent however, prefers an individual who shall
have a minimum of a 2-year college degree in business, government or
related field and 3 years+ experience in an office environment. Strong
computer skills in Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook. Work Hours: 7:30am-
4:00pm. Salary based on experience. Applications are available at:
www.villageofdiamond.org or at Village of Diamond 1750 E. Division St.
Diamond, IL. Completed application along with resume can be emailed to:
clerk@villageofdiamond.org or in person or by mail to: Village of Diamond
1750 E. Division St. Diamond, |IL 60416
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COALER SPORTS
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Ryder Gill (right) won his first three

the 95-pound championship bout.

SECOND IN STATE—The Coal City Middle School wrestling team brought home the IESA class A state trophy on Saturday
after competing in DeKalb. Coalers include (front, from left) Gavin Roudis, Brantley Brooks, Eli Wix and Ryder Gill. In the
back are Cody Kozlowski, Dominic Zuccarello, Max Christensen, Phoenix Senodenos and Carter Wix

CCMS crowns two state champions

The Coal City Middle
School wrestling team sent
nine young men to DeKalb
to compete in the IESA
State Tournament this
weekend.

Eli Wix (65), Ryder Gill
(95), Brantley Brooks (95),
Gavin Roudis (105),
Phoenix Senodenos (105),
Carter Wix (126), Dominic
Zuccarello (135), Max
Christensen (145), and
Cody Kozlowski (167) all
competed hard at state.
After Friday night, eight
Coalers remained fighting
for their spot on the podi-
um.

Cody Kozlowski
(167) wrestled tough Friday
night, but dropped two
close matches to end his
season. Meanwhile, Ryder
Gill, Carter Wix, Dominic
Zuccarello and  Max
Christensen secured their
spot on the podium by
advancing to the semifinal
round of the tournament.

Saturday morning six
other Coalers fought till the
very end trying to earn their

spot on the podium.

Eli Wix (65) won his
first consolation match by
fall, and dropped a close
match and ended up falling
short of placing. As a 5th
grader, he hopes to improve
and come back better next
season!

Brantley Brooks (95), a
7th grader, won his first
match Saturday, but lost a
battle in the blood round.

Gavin Roudis (105)
wrestled a very tough tour-
nament, winning his first
match Saturday, but fell just
short of placing, losing in
the blood round, one
match away from placing.

The Coalers finished
with five state placers.

Ryder  Gill, Max
Christensen and Dominic
Zucarello punched their
spots in the finals of the
State Tournament. Phoenix
Senodenos (105), battled
back after dropping a tough
match in the quarterfinals
to avenge a loss from sec-
tionals.

Phoenix finished his

career with a dominating
performance in the 3rd
place match to end his
middle school career.

Carter Wix (126), wres-
tled tough all tournament
long and found himself in
the 3rd place match against
a familiar foe. Carter fell
just short in the match, but
took home 4th place in the
State.

Ryder Gill, (95) wres-
tled in his three IESA State
finals. Ryder came out
strong, but was bested by
the returning State champi-
on to finish his career a 4-
time placer (2nd, 2nd, 5th,
2nd) and 3-time finalist.

Dominic  Zuccarello
(135) wrestled a rematch of
the Sectional
Championships in the State
Finals. He came out strong
with an early lead and
never looked back.
Dominic kept the pressure
on and claimed the cham-
pionship of Class A 135
pounds with an 8-0 major
decision.

Max Christensen (145)

Courtesy photo

Photo by Agela Roe

EARNING SECOND PLACE—Coal City Middle School’s

matches during the

IESA state wrestling tournament before suffering a pin in

as well wrestled a rematch
of the Sectional
Championship. He had a
dominant tournament pin-
ning all but one wrestler
and finished his season
undefeated taking home
the title at 145 pounds in
Class A. Max scored early
and was able to secure the
pin cementing himself as
the best 145 pounder in the
state.

All this success and
hard fought matches from
these wrestlers led the
Coalers to sit in a great
position as a team. The
Coalers finished 2nd overall
in Class A with 118 points,
falling to Gibson City who
had 152.5 points but ahead
of third place Standford
Olympia with 104.5 points.

“A great accomplish-
ment for the Coalers and
hopefully one that we can
replicate or improve on for
years to come.” comment-
ed coach Joe Rivera.

WRESTLING AT 105 pounds during th

CCMS WRESTLER Carter Wix locks up
nent in a nearfall during the state wre
DeKalb. Wix finished in fourth place.

Photo by Angela Rose
e IESA state tourna-

ment is Coal City Middle School’s Gavin Roudis.

Photo by. Angela- Rose
his 126-pound oppo-
stling tournament in

‘ & |

CCHS BASKETBALL SENIOR Dylan Young is escorted by
his parents Kevin and Brooke Young on senior night. Dylan
plays football, basketball and baseball. Dylan was honored
for his four years on the basketball team. In addition to ath-
letics, he is involved in National Honor Society, Student
Council, Spanish Honor Society, Coalers with Character and
FBLA. Dylan plans to further his education in the field of
engineering at a four year university.

|LLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL 202
-

4-25 cuass 1A WRESTLING -

AKING PRE-ORDERS NO

2025 State champion
wrestling poster

s Cosi Eity.
qmza  Marian

Stanford T ion

e
33 -1

a1 vendsia

canl S .

‘\tﬂll A i

20 M @A

Limited
uvantity

L ]
available
High quality 16 x 24 posters
on card stock at $20
(no shipping charges).

Call o reserve yours now

815-634-0315

LN | 1 :
CCHS BASKETBALL SENIOR Gabe McHugh is escorted by
his parents Josh McHugh and Amy Campagna on senior
night. Gabe is a two year member of the Coalers Basketball
team and Gabe has also played football and baseball for
the Coalers, earning All- Conference honors in both sports.
His future plans are to attend Kankakee Community
College where he will continue his baseball career.

as a Coaler, Zander also participated in

currently undecided on a school.

CC BASKETBALL SENIOR Zander Meents is escorted by
his parents Nick and Kristi Meents. Zander is a four year
member of the Coalers basketball program. During his time

football. He has also

been involved in Coaler Creations. Following graduation,
Zander plans to attend a four year university, however he is

“Proud to be serving
the community for the
past 40 years!”

(Limit 1 coupon per party per visit)

Not valid with any other
offer. Plus sales tax.
Expires 03/31/2025

AT AL oD

One XLG Calzone and a
Two Toppmg Medium Pizza

The Coal City

Courant

271 S. Broadway,
Coal City

AR R RRRRRRRRRRRERRERRRRERRRNRNNRERDS..]!

Broadway,

Coal City

815-634-8858

Order online at www.geospizza.net

FOLLOW USON

Facebook

FOLLOW US ON
D
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