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BY MICHAEL LOOMIS
CORRESPONDENT

New dining options
are on the way for
Diamond residents, with
two regional chain
restaurants tentatively
set to begin construction
this spring. 

Culver's Restaurant,
popular for its frozen
custard, butterburgers
and chees curds, and
Heroes West both plan to
open new locations near
each other on Route 113.

"The permit for
Heroes West is ready to

be issued," said Village of
Diamond Planning and
Zoning Coordinator
Cindy Atwood Tuesday,
adding that plans sub-
mitted by Culver's are
still in the review stage.

The two new eateries
will be separated only by
an undeveloped lot.
Culver's will be at the
southeast corner of
Route 113 and Will Road,
while Heroes West will be
just east of that in the
same shopping center as
the Jewel Osco.

Diamond Mayor

Here’s the scoop

Culver’s to
build new
restaurant

Photo by Patti Sorg

THE ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH in Coal City will “amalgamate” or merge with the Sacred Heart Church in Kinsman
as part of a restructuring plan of catholic churches under the direction of the Diocese of Joliet.

Y ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Bishop Ronald Hicks, head of
the Diocese of Joliet, announced
Thursday the closing of four church-
es–including two in our area. The
closures are part of the third  phase of
the diocese’s restructuring.

St. Lawrence O’Toole Chapel in
Essex and St. Patrick in Manhattan,
will close effective July 1. St. Patrick
will be merged into St. Joseph of
Manhattan.

In December 2024, Hicks
expressed his thoughts and concerns
about the restructuring.

“I wish the reality and data were
different,” Hicks said. “I wish we did-
n’t have to make a lot of these hard
decisions.”

Hicks outlined the decisions
during a statement that detailed the
future of 22 sites across DuPage,
Grundy, and southern Will Counties,

as part of Phase 3 of the diocese’s
plan.

The initiative was spurred by
declining Mass attendance, financial
challenges and the need to address
the availability of clergy.

“Change is hard,” Bishop Hicks
acknowledged. “These decisions may
affect where you worship, how far
you need to drive to attend Mass, and
what you consider to be your inti-
mate faith community.”

For residents of Wilmington,
Braidwood, Coal City, South
Wilmington, Essex, and Wilton
Center, these changes represent a
significant shift in how local Catholic
communities will operate. 

In addition to the closing of the
parishes in Essex and Manhattan, the
restructuring, the following parishes
will participate in the third and final
phase of targeted restructuring:

• St. Rose of Lima, Wilmington
• Assumption, Coal City

• St. Lawrence, South
Wilmington

• St. Joseph, Manhattan
The following changes will be

effective as of July 1:
Immaculate Conception Parish

in Braidwood will remain as a wor-
ship site, but be extinguished as a
separate parish and be united with
St. Rose of Lima Parish in
Wilmington. 

Sacred Heart in Kinsman will
amalgamate into Assumption Parish
in Coal City, with Sacred Heart
retaining worship site status as part
of Assumption.

St. Mary in Reddick will merge
with St. Lawrence Parish in South
Wilmington, but retain status as a
worship site. 

“I don't want to be the bishop
who buried his head in the sand and
kicked the can down the road,”
Bishop Hicks said. “We have to make

Diocese of Joliet announces closings,
mergers for area Catholic churches

AN ARTIST RENDERING shows design for the Culver’s
Restaurant that will be built at Illinois 113 and Will Road
in the Village of Diamond.

Coal City
Community Unit School
District  1 Superintendent
Chris Spencer invites the
community to Coffee
with the Superintendent,
a quarterly program that
affords school district res-
idents an opportunity to
receive timely updates on
issues of importance,
gain a better understand-
ing of school operations
and governance and pose

questions on school relat-
ed topics of their choos-
ing.

The next Coffee with
the Superintendent will
be held  at 9 a.m., Friday,
Feb. 21 in the District
Administration Center
Board Room, 550 S.
Carbon Hill Rd. All Coal
City School District resi-
dents are invited and
encouraged to partici-
pate.

Coffee with the 
Superintendent

Applications are now
available to high school
juniors and seniors inter-
ested in a summer job
with real world experi-
ence.

The Grundy County
Economic Development
Council [GEDC] and
Grundy Area Vocational
Center [GAVC] are seek-
ing applications from
current high school jun-
iors and seniors to fill 43
paid internships across
17 local companies.

There are a wide
range of positions includ-

ing health care, informa-
tion technology, account-
ing, engineering and
many more.

The positions are
open to students from
Grundy County high
schools who apply by
Friday, Feb. 28. Visit the
GAVC website at
www.gavc-il.org to view
the available positions
and access the applica-
tion.

Internships available
for juniors, seniors

SEE RESTAURANTS PAGE 2

The Unit 1 Board of
Education met in regular
session on Feb. 5 and set
the 2025-2026 school year
calendar.

The first day of school
for students will be
Wednesday, Aug. 13 and
the last day of student
attendance is scheduled
for Thursday, May 21, 2026,
barring the use of emer-
gency days. 

Winter break will
begin Dec. 22 and students
will return to class on

Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2026.
Spring break is scheduled
to begin March 30 with stu-
dents returning to class
April 7, 2026. Per state
requirement, the calendar
contains 176 instructional
days.

In other action”
• Bids for a summer

roofing project at Coal City
Middle School were
reviewed and the Board
approved the base bid of
$306,540 and two alternate
bids—$27,730 and

$177,720— from Elens &
Maichin for a total project
cost of $511,990.

• The Board set the
base salary for new certi-
fied staff at $48,250 effec-
tive with the 2025-2026
school year. The increase is
up from current $47,500.

• Starting with 2025-
2026 the daily rate of pay
for a substitute teacher will
increase from $125 to $150
per day in order to keep the
district competitive with
neighboring school dis-

tricts. 
• Approval was given

to increase the high school
social studies requirement
to 2.5 credits for gradua-
tion. The current require-
ment is two credits and
colleges are now requiring
three credits upon
entrance. The change in
required credits would
align with surrounding dis-
tricts. The additional credit
requirement begins with
the class of 2029. 

• Superintendent

Board of Education approves 
calendar for the next school year

SEE BOARD BRIEFS PAGE 2

SEE CHURCHES PAGE 2
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The U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Forest
Service announced that
the Midewin National
Tallgrass Prairie (NTP)
supervisor’s office, includ-
ing the welcome center, re-
opened Tuesday after
being closed 10 weeks, for
extensive maintenance to
the heating, ventilation,
and air conditioning
(HVAC) system.

Throughout the clo-
sure, staff and partners
continued the work of
restoring and administer-
ing the Forest Service’s only
Tallgrass Prairie by sharing
working spaces in the
other buildings at Midewin
NTP and using alternate
work locations.

“We are excited the
maintenance is complete

and we can re-open the
supervisor’s office and wel-
come center,” said
Christina Henderson,
Midewin NTP’s prairie
supervisor. 

“We sincerely appreci-
ate everyone’s patience
during this extremely
important maintenance
period. We will now be able
to offer a better experience
to all those visitors during
the cold of winter and the
hot days of summer.”

Midewin’s Welcome
Center is locacted at 30239
S. State Route 53,
Wilmington.

For more information
contact the Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie at
(815) 763-1936 or email
joseph.wax@usda.gov.

Midewin welcome center
re-opens with improvements

Looking to protect
yourself from fraud, identi-
ty theft and scams?
Wondering about the best
way to improve your credit,
shop for a used car, or keep
your kids safe online?

Grundy Bank has
information for you during

National Consumer
Protection Week (NCPW) –
March 2 - 8 – and any time
of the year.  NCPW is a time
when government agen-
cies, consumer protection
groups, and organizations
like Grundy Bank work
together to share informa-

tion about consumer rights
and help people learn to
spot, report, and avoid
scams.

"Safeguarding our con-
sumers against fraud, theft,
and scams is not just a
responsibility, but a com-
mitment to building trust

and ensuring peace of
mind." Said Kevin Olson,
President & CEO of Grundy
Bank.

Grundy Bank, in
Morris and Wilmington,
will be offering information
regarding how to protect
yourself from scams, iden-
tity theft, fraud, and other
important topics at branch-
es located at 201 Liberty St.,
Morris and 120 S. Main St.,
Wilmington during
National Consumer
Protection Week.

“We will be empower-
ing consumers with free
reading resources on
scams, identity theft, stay-
ing saf online, and fraud to
help raise awareness and
help gain knowledge about
safeguarding their financial
well-being,” said Christine
Mendez, Marketing & Sales
Director of Grundy Bank.

For more information
visit www.consumer.ftc.
gov.

Grundy Bank offers advice on how not to get scammed

Dear EarthTalk: What
can we expect regarding
changes President Trump is
promising regarding: cli-
mate, environment and
energy policy?

-- Name withheld

Despite only being in
office for a second term for
a few weeks, Donald Trump
has already begun rolling
back climate initiatives and

environmental regulations.
Trump, who has previously
called global warming a
“hoax,” made bold deci-
sions in his first term;
notably, he slashed the
budget of the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and also
replaced Obama's Clean
Power Plan which mandat-
ed states to reduce carbon
emissions. 

With his return,
Trump has pledged more
efforts as follow-ups to his
previous acts.   One of his
promises is removing strict
environmental regulations

on the fossil fuel economy.
On Jan. 20, Trump
announced a “national
energy emergency”, the first
in Presidential history, only

preceded by regional ener-
gy crises in the early 1970s.

This assertion gives
Trump the authority to
limit environmental regula-
tions on oil firms and boost
the use of natural resources
like coal. Yet, the U.S. isn't
facing a fuel shortage like in
the 70s: Bank of America
analysts predict that oil
prices will fall in 2025 as the
American crude supply sur-
passes its demand.

In his second inaugural
address Trump stated, “we
have the largest amount of
oil and gas of any country
on Earth, and we are going
to use it,” adding that
America stands on “liquid
gold.” While more drilling
could lower energy prices,
this optimistic outcome

isn't guaranteed and could
also spark a price resur-
gence from the oil indus-
try's boom-bust cycle. 

His policies, however,
do assure an increase in
national emissions and
pollutants that would exac-
erbate global warming.   

Trump is also targeting
the electric vehicle (EV)
industry. Over the last four
years, Biden's administra-
tion promoted emission-
reducing cars and put regu-
lations on total emissions
for gas vehicles.

By removing these
standards, Trump hopes to
save “our auto industry”
and keep his “sacred pledge
to our great American
autoworkers”-though he
misinterprets Biden's regu-

lations and treats them as
mandates to ban gas vehi-
cles entirely.

Trump will soon work
to remove more integrated
EV policies such as tax
credits.  Trump has also
withdrawn from the Paris
Agreement-an internation-
al treaty with over 190
countries aimed to combat
climate change via emis-
sions reductions-just like
he did in his first term. He
hopes to save America “tril-
lions of dollars” by pulling
out of these climate
accords first ratified 10
years ago.

With 2024 already
exceeding the agreement's
intended limit of 1.5
degrees Celsius as the
hottest year ever recorded,

global warming will likely
continue to rise during his
presidency.

That said, many lead-
ers are optimistic about
halting climate change.
Said Chicago Mayor
Brandon Johnson, “Chicago
and our peer cities are, and
will remain, at the forefront
of climate action.”

To fight environmental
deregulation, contact your
local representatives, join
advocacy groups, or donate
relevant organizations. 

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

Join in the fight against climate change

Karissa Esposito, of
Wilmington and Lawanda
Gagliardo of Coal City, was
among more than 1,000
students named to
Elmhurst University's Fall
2024
Dean's List. 

The Dean's List is
composed of students who
during the term con-
cerned, attained a grade-
point average of 3.75 or
higher out of a possible
4.00.  

Elmhurst
University
dean’s list

CITY OF WILMINGTON employee Hayley Henke (right)  is presented the Chamber of

Commerce trophy for Employee of the Month by Chamber ambassador Wendy Hill. The

nomination from a Wilmington resident stated, "Hayley is very nice and understanding and

very easy to talk to if there are any issues with the water bill. She makes it a pleasant expe-

rience instead of a dreadful one to talk about any and all billing issues."

Hayley Henke awarded Chamber trophy

More than 1,150 students received their bachelor's,
master's and doctoral degrees from Northern Illinois
University in December. Included among the graduates
were: 

Peyton Byerley, Bachelor of Science, History, of
Custer Park, Erica Baker, Bachelor of Science, Nursing, of
Elwood and Kayliegh Anderson, Master of Science,
Nutrition and Dietetics, of Gardner.

NIU Fall 2024 graduates

The Wilmington Public
Library District, in collabo-
ration with Proclamation
Flowers, is excited to host
its annual Seed Swap on
Wednesday, March 5, from
5-7 p.m..

This family-friendly,
drop-in event is perfect for
gardeners of all ages and
experience levels. Bring
your favorite seeds to
exchange with other local
enthusiasts or simply come
to collect new seeds to
kick-start your spring gar-
den-no contribution is
necessary to participate.

In addition to the seed
swap, attendees can enjoy
garden-themed crafts
designed for both adults
and children. Craft projects

can be completed during
the event or taken home
(limit one per person). 

For those unable to
attend, the Seed Library
will be open starting
Monday, Feb. 17, offering
free seeds for patrons to
take home. There is no
limit, but patrons are
encouraged to take only
what they need and have
room to grow. 

The library is grateful
to Sow Right Seeds, Hudson
Valley Seed Company, and
Peaceful Valley Farm for
generously donating seeds
to support this initiative.

For more information,
please contact the
Wilmington Public Library
District at 815-476-2834.

Wilmington Library 
to host seed swap
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Sheriff’s sale of 1222 Park Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE
ADVISED THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Lakeview Loan Servicing LLC, Plaintiff,
vs. 
Jacqueline Hambrick; O'Dekirk, Allred and Associates, LLC; Unknown Owners
and Non-Record Claimants, Defendant.
No. 22 FC 0293

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a judgment entered in the

above cause on the 20th day of April, 2023, MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of Will
County, Illinois, will on Thursday, the 27th day of February, 2025, commencing
at 12:00 o'clock noon, at the Will County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson Street,
Room 1001, Joliet, IL 60432, sell at public auction to the highest and best bidder
or bidders the following-described real estate:
LOT 52 IN LAVITA SHORES, UNIT NO. 1, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF A PART
OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE WEST 1/2 OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION
36, TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED JULY 25,
1958, IN PLAT BOOK 31, PAGE 13, AS DOCUMENT NO. 853526, IN WILL
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as: 1222 Park Dr, Wilmington, IL 60481
Description of Improvements: N/A
P.I.N.: 03-17-36-303-025-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent (10%) at the time of sale and the balance with-

in twenty-four (24) hours. No judicial sale fee shall be paid by the mortgagee
acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any
mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate
whose rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in cash or certified funds payable to the Sheriff of Will
County. 

In the event the property is a condominium, in accordance with 735 ILCS
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1), you are hereby notified that the purchaser of the unit, other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments and legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and
(g)(4) of Section 9 and the assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section
18.5 of the Illinois Condominium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following appli-
cation of the proceeds of sale, then the plaintiff shall send written notice pursuant
to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to all parties to the proceeding advising them of the
amount of the surplus and that the surplus will be held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribution or, in the absence of an order, until the surplus is
forfeited to the State.

FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID, CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC
10700 ABBOTT'S BRIDGE RD SUITE 170
DULUTH, GA 30097
P: 708-668-4410 X 52109
Plaintiff’s Attorney Mike Kelley

Sheriff of Will County
Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 22 and 19,

2025.

Sheriff’s sale of 916 Laurel Dr., Unit B

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE
ADVISED THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) SS.
COUNTY OF WILL )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Freedom Mortgage Corporation, Plaintiff,
vs. 
Toni M. Henderson; et. al. Defendant.
No. 23 FC 0304

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a judgment entered in the above

cause on the 13th day of September, 2023, MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of Will
County, Illinois, will on Thursday, the 13th day of March, 2025, commencing at
12:00 o'clock noon, at the Will County Courthouse, 100 W. Jefferson Street,
Room 1001, Joliet, IL 60432, sell at public auction to the highest and best bidder
or bidders the following-described real estate:
THE SOUTHERN 42.50 FEET OF LOT 23 IN MEADOWBROOK, 2ND ADDI-
TION, A SUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE NORTH HALF OF SECTION 20,
TOWNSHIP 34 NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERID-
IAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED MAY 23, 1997 AS
DOCUMENT NO. R97-43158, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

Commonly known as: 916 Laurel Dr Unit B, Elwood, IL 60421
Description of Improvements: Single Family Home
P.I.N.: 10-11-20-202-014-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent (10%) at the time of sale and the balance within

twenty-four (24) hours. No judicial sale fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquir-
ing the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mort-
gagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate
whose rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in cash or certified funds payable to the Sheriff of Will
County. 

In the event the property is a condominium, in accordance with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified that the purchaser of the unit, other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments and legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and
(g)(4) of Section 9 and the assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section
18.5 of the Illinois Condominium Property Act.

Pursuant to Local Court Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following application
of the proceeds of sale, then the plaintiff shall send written notice pursuant to 735
ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to all parties to the proceeding advising them of the amount of
the surplus and that the surplus will be held until a party obtains a court order for
its distribution or, in the absence of an order, until the surplus is forfeited to the
State.
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Codilis & Associates, P.C.
15W030 N. Frontage Road Suite 100
Burr Ridge, Illinois 60527
P: 630-794-5300
F: 630-794-9090 MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney                                                           Sheriff of Will County

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 26 and
Mar. 5, 2025.

Attorney Johnson files
Kujawa estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate of 
Carole Ann Kujawa, Deceased. 
Case No.: 2025 PR 000020.

Notice is given of the death of
the above named decedent. Letters of
Office were issued on February 5,

2025 to Bryan R. Kujawa, of 4510
Normandy Drive, Lisle, IL 60532, as
Independent Executor, whose attor-
ney of record is Richard Johnson of

the Law Office of Rick Johnson,

1260 Iroquois Ave. Suite 202,
Naperville, IL 60563.

The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless
under section 5/28-4 of the Probate
Act Ill. Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755,
par. 5/28-4) any interested person ter-
minates independent administration at
any time by mailing or delivering a
petition to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of Andrea Lynn
Chasteen, Circuit Court Clerk, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both,
within 6 months from the first publica-
tion date of this Notice, which is
August 19, 2025, and any claim not
filed within that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed with the
Circuit Clerk.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first
create an account with an e-filing serv-
ice provider. Visit http://efile.illinois
courts.gov/service-providers.htm to
learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.
Atty. No.: 6306264
Law Office of Rick Johnson
1260 Iroquois Ave. Suite 202
Naperville, IL 60563
(708) 217-0074
rick@rickjlaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 26
and March 5, 2025.

Attorney Meents files
Vercelli estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF SHARON LOUISE VERCELLI,
Deceased;  
No. 2025 PR 45

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Sharon Louise Vercelli. Letters of
Office as Independent Executor were
issued on February 6, 2025, to Emil
Paul Vercelli, Jr., whose address is
940 East John Street, Wilmington,
Illinois 60481; whose attorney is
Meents Law, P.C., 25158 W. Eames
Street, Unit A, Channahon, Illinois
60410. Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or with the
representative, or both, on or before
August 27, 2025, or if mailing or deliv-
ery of a notice from the representative
is required by Section 18-3 of the
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a
Claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the claimant to
the representative and to the attorney
within ten (10) days after it has been
filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illi
noiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or
talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Emil Paul Vercelli, Jr.
Independent Executor of the Estate

of Sharon Louise Vercelli, Deceased
Frank J. Meents
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: Frank@MeentsLaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 26
and March 5, 2025.

Attorney Meents files
Goad estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF LARRY RAY GOAD, Deceased;
No. 2025 PR 46

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

LARRY RAY GOAD. Letters of Office
as Independent Administrator were
issued on February 6, 2025, to Stacey
Legg, whose address is 640 Berta
Road, Diamond, Illinois 60416; whose
attorney is Frank J. Meents, 25158
West Eames Street, Unit A,
Channahon, Illinois 60410. Claims
against the estate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
at the Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before August 27, 2025, or if mailing
or delivery of a notice from the repre-
sentative is required by Section 18-3
of the Probate Act of 1975, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a Claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illi
noiscourts.gov  /service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or
talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Stacey Legg
Independent Administrator

of the Estate of Larry Ray Goad,
Deceased

Frank J. Meents
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: Frank@MeentsLaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 26
and March 5, 2025.

Attorney Meents files
Boward estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF JANALYN SUE BOWARD,
Deceased; No. 2024 PR 620

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of

Janalyn Sue Boward, Letters of Office
as Supervised Executor were issued
on January 16, 2025, to Thea L.
Coplea, whose address is 20849 West
Walton Road, Wilmington, Illinois
60481; whose attorney is Meents Law,
P.C., 25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A,
Channahon, Illinois 60410. Claims
against the estate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
at the Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before August 6, 2025, or if mailing
or delivery of a notice from the repre-
sentative is required by Section 18-3
of the Probate Act of 1975, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a Claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the representative and to
the attorney within ten (10) days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm
to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or
talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
If you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail. Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Thea L. Coplea
Supervised Executor of the Estate
of Janalyn Sue Boward, Deceased

Frank J. Meents
Meents Law, P.C.
25158 W. Eames Street, Unit A
Channahon, Illinois 60410
Telephone: (815) 534-9515
Facsimile: (815) 534-9516
Attorney Code: 06298859
E-mail: Frank@MeentsLaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 12
and 19, 2025.

Attorney McGrath 
files Alo-Schaufele

estate notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate of 
ROSEMARY ALO-SCHAUFELE,
Deceased. 
Case No.:  24 PR 789

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, of

the death of ROSEMARY ALO-
SCHAUFELE, of Huntley, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued January
23, 2025, to Olindo O. Alo, Jr., as
Independent Executor whose address
is 260 Beauteau, Lake Zurich, IL
60047, whose attorney of record is
TIMOTHY J. MCGRATH, of 440 S.
State Street, Manhattan, IL, 60442.
The estate will be administered with-
out court supervision unless under
Section 5/28-4 of the Probate Act (IL.
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755 par.
5/28-4) any interested person termi-
nates independent administration by
mailing or delivering a petition to ter-
minate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may
be filed with the Clerk of the Court at
the Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois, 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before August 12, 2025, or 3
months from the date of mailing or
delivery, whichever is later, and that
any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten
(10) days after it has been filed. 

E-filing is now mandatory with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider.  Visit http://www.illi
noiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or talk
with your local circuit clerk’s office.  If
you cannot e-file, you may be able to
get an exemption that allows you to file
in-person or by mail.  Ask your circuit
clerk for more information or visit
www.illinoislegalaid.org.

Olindo O. Alo, Jr.,
Independent Executor of the 

Estate of Rosemary Alo-Schaufele,
Deceased

Timothy J. McGrath - 6193170
McGrath Law, P.C.
440 S. State Street
Manhattan, IL  60442
(815) 478-4020
mcgrath@tmcgrathlaw.com

Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Feb. 12, 19 and 26, 2025.

Attorney Wysocki files
Clennon estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF MARY ANN CLENNON
Deceased; No. 2024PR785

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of

the death of MARY ANN CLENNON.
Letters of Office were issued to
Maureen E. Clennon whose address is
1610 Arden Place, Joliet, Illinois as
Independent Executor, whose attorney
of record is Marilyn L. Wysocki, June,
Prodehl, Renzi & Lynch, L.L.C., 1861
Black Road, Joliet, Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office,
Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before the 12th day of August, 2025
if mailing or delivery of a notice from
the representative is required by
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by claimant to the representative
and to the attorney within ten (10) days
after it has been filed.
Marilyn L. Wysocki
For the Estate of Mary Ann Clennon
Deceased

BY: Marilyn L. Wysocki
1861 Black Road

Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 19
and 26, 2025.

Attorney Wysocki 
files McCowan

estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF ROSE M. MCCOWAN Deceased;
No. 2024 PR 786

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of

the death of ROSE M. MCCOWAN.
Letters of Office were issued to Scott
M. McCowan whose address is 1305
Corrie Lane, New Lenox, Illinois as
Independent Executor, whose attorney
of record is Marilyn L. Wysocki, June,
Prodehl, Renzi & Lynch, L.L.C., 1861
Black Road, Joliet, Illinois  60435.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office,
Will County Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432,
or with the representative, or both, on
or before the 5th day of August, 2025
if mailing or delivery of a notice from
the representative is required by
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of
1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by claimant to the representative
and to the attorney within ten (10) days
after it has been filed.
Marilyn L. Wysocki

For the Estate of 
Rose M. McCowan, Deceased

BY: Marilyn L. Wysocki
1861 Black Road
Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000

Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 12 and
19, 2025.

Coal City United
Methodist Church, located
at 6805 E. McArdle Rd.,
Coal City, will host a
Community Blood Drive in
conjunction with Versiti
Blood Center on Tuesday,
March 4  from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. 

If you would like to
donate blood, please con-
tact Karen Hart at 708-217-
5808 to schedule your pre-
ferred time or you may reg-
ister online at versiti.org/il. 

Walk-ins are also wel-
come, but appointments
are recommended. Please
bring a photo ID, eat a
good meal, and be sure to
drink plenty of water
before donating. Please
consider giving blood, one
pint of blood can save up to
3 lives.

CC Methodist
to host blood
drive

Coal City United Methodist Church,
located at 6805 E. McArdle Road in Coal
City, will hold a Trivia Afternoon on
Sunday, March 2, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

They invite you to join them for multi-
ple rounds of trivia. Food and beverages
will be provided (no alcohol allowed)

The registration fee is $160 per table
with up to 8 participants per table ($20 per
person for a table of 8). Registration forms
are available by contacting the church
office at 815-634-8670

Table participants are encouraged to

dress in costume and/or to have a theme. A
prize will be awarded to the best theme of
the event.

The winning table of the trivia contest
will also win a prize. Spectators are wel-
come for $5 admission at the door as space
allows

Doors open at noon. Trivia begins at 1
p.m. Deadline to register is Feb. 25. Gather
your trivia teams and plan to join Coal City
United Methodist Church for a fun and
entertaining afternoon.

How good is your trivia? Test it March 2

Augustana College in
Rock Island, IL announced
more than 1,200 students
were named to the Dean's
List for the 2024-2025 fall
semester for earning a
grade point average of 3.5
or higher on a four-point
scale.

Recognized students
include: Alexandra Bohac,
a graphic design, business
administration-marketing
major, and Caelan Cole, a
Kinesiology, biology major,
both of Braidwood; also
Braiden Young, a #REF!
major, of Coal City. 

Augustana College 
names fall dean’s list

The Men's Club of the
First United Methodist
Church of Wilmington will
be hosting its 39th annual
spaghetti dinner on
Saturday, March 1, from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the church
located at 401 E. Kahler
Road, Wilmington.

Come for the spaghet-
ti, stay for the desserts!
Carry-outs available.  Invite
your neighbors—better
yet, pick them up!  Free will
offering, no set price. 

Proceeds from this
event are used to support
local missions such as
bikes for Wilmington
Sharefest 2025, Kuzma
Care Cottage, Our Caring
Closet, Lamb's Fold and
the Christian Help
Association. 

Annual FUMC
Men's Club 
spaghetti 
dinner March 1

The Academic High
Honor and Honor lists
(Dean's lists) for the past
fall semester at Minnesota
State University, Mankato
have been announced.

Madelien Millard of
Diamond was among those
students.    

Millard
named to
deans list
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Tropical Asian plant
5. Yankees’ slugger Judge
10. Helps to preserve food
12. Plant disease
14. One who predicts

16. Equally
18. Burundian franc
19. Pouch
20. Arizona city
22. Surround
23. Hard, heavy timber

25. Witnessed
26. They __
27. French river
28. A way to drink
30. Small constellation
31. Peruse a written work

33. Type of hound
35. Plant of the goosefoot

family
37. Evade or escape
38. A way to confine
40. Volcanic crater
41. Weekday

42. Women’s service
organization (abbr.)
44. Local area network
45. Sensory receptor
48. Posted
50. Tibetan pastry
52. Licensed for Wall

Street
53. Very willing
55. Golf score
56. Consume
57. Touchdown
58. Tends to remind
63. In a way, smoothed
65. Poke holes in the

ground
66. Herbaceous plants
67. Taiwanese river

CLUES DOWN
1. Body art
2. Boxing's GOAT
3. Film for posterity (abbr.)
4. Prayer
5. Calculating machine
6. Keyboard key
7. Outburst
8. Man-eating giants

9. New Hampshire
10. Type of sword
11. Counting
13. Pants style
15. Political action commit-

tee
17. U.S. government leg-

islative branch
18. Civil Rights Act compo-
nent
21. Contractors take one
23. Spanish soldier
24. A person’s brother or

sister
27. Expressed pleasure
29. Song of praise 
32. Shock treatment
34. Patti Hearst’s captors
35. Counteract
36. Goes over again
39. Popular Dodge truck
40. Male adult
43. A part of a river where

the current is very fast
44. Rope used to lasso
46. Become less intense
47. Subway rodent
49. Lead alloy
51. Japanese honorific title
54. Advise someone
59. Famous NYC museum
60. Ocean
61. Cathode-ray tube
62. Cologne
64. It starts with these two

Crossword Puzzle and Soduko

HELP WANTED

Come work with an in-
dustry leader. Several 
positions available. 
Seeking easy going 
people who love to 
multi-task. Bilinguals 
and Veterans are wel-
come to apply. Full or 
Part time with flexible 
hours. Will train in all 
job aspects. Morris 
Trailer Sales Inc. 
815-941-2800 to set up 
an appointment for an 
interview. cc8-11

Experienced barber 
needed for open chair 
at The Hair Care Bar-
bershop, 206 N. Water 
Street, Wilmington. Ap-
ply in person Mon. 
through Sat., 9am-
6pm. ca8-9

Seeking a house-
cleaner to clean a 2 
level house twice per 
month. 815-341-9318. 
ca8-9

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

Victorian 14x70, 980
sq ft. 2 bedroom locat-
ed in Diamond. Handy
man special. Partially
remodeled, new and
like new extras. Can be 
moved. $3500. OBO 
815-325-4461. cc8-11

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

WANTED

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 916 
Laurel Dr Unit B,
Elwood, IL 60421 (Single
Family Home). On the
13th day of March, 2025
to be held at 12:00 noon,
at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Room
1001, Joliet, IL 60432, un-
der Case Title: Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation
Plaintiff V. Toni M. 
Henderson; et. al. Defen-
dant. Case No. 23 FC 
0304 in the Circuit Court of 
the Twelfth Judicial
Circuit, Will County,
Illinois. Terms of Sale: ten
percent (10%) at the time
of sale and the balance
within twenty-four (24)
hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accordance
with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the
unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal
fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-

REAL ESTATE

sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) ofSection 
18.5 of the Illinois Condo-
minium Property Act. Pur-
suant to Local Court Rule 
11.03 (J) if there is a sur-
plus following application 
of the proceeds of sale, 
then the plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact:
Codilis & Associates,
P.C.
15W030 N. Frontage 
Road Suite 100
Burr Ridge, Illinois
60527
P: 630-794-5300
F: 630-794-9090
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., February 19, 26 &
March 5, 2025.

STORAGE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 1222 
Park Dr, Wilmington, IL 
60481 (N/A). On the 27th
day of February, 2025 to 
be held at 12:00 noon, at 
the Will County Court-
house, 100 W. Jefferson 
Street, Room 1001, Joliet, 
IL 60432, under Case
Title: Lakeview Loan
Servicing LLC Plaintiff V.
Jacqueline Hambrick;
O'Dekirk, Allred and
Associates, LLC;
Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants
Defendant. Case No.
22 FC 0293 in the Circuit 
Court of the Twelfth Judi-
cial Circuit, Will County,
Illinois. Terms of Sale: ten 
percent (10%) at the time 
of sale and the balance 
within twenty-four (24) 
hours. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accordance
with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the
unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal

REAL ESTATE

fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send written
notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact: ROBERTSON,
ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID,
CRANE & PARTNERS,
PLLC
10700 ABBOTT'S 
BRIDGE RD SUITE 170
DULUTH, GA 30097
P: 708-668-4410 X 52109
F:
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., February 5, 
12 & 19, 2025.

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 725 
Elmo Court, Godley, IL 
60407 (Single family resi-
dence, 1 Story, 3 bed-
rooms and 2 baths). On 
the 6th day of March, 
2025 to be held at 12:00 
noon, at the Will County 
Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Room
1001, Joliet, IL 60432,
under Case Title: Grundy
Bank Plaintiff V. Daniel
Dietrich, Tarya L.
Dietrich, Illinois Housing
Development Authority,
and Non-Record
Claimants Defendant.
Case No. 22 FC 1371 in
the Circuit Court of the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit, 
Will County, Illinois. Terms 
of Sale: ten percent (10%) 
at the time of sale and the 
balance within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accordance
with 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),
you are hereby notified
that the purchaser of the

REAL ESTATE

unit, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal
fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 and the as-
sessments required by
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact:
GEIGER VAZQUEZ
415 LIBERTY STREET
MORRIS, IL 60450
P: 815-942-5072
F: 815-942-5073
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspaper on
Wed., February 12, 19
& 26, 2025.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

FIREWOOD, Dry, sea-
soned, hard woods 
$149, plus delivery. 
Quick, friendly serv-
ice. 815-260-0108. 

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.

WANTE TO BUY
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It makes no difference
who wins or loses now
until Feb. 24. That’s when
regional play begins for the
Coal City boys basketball
team.

The ICE conference
title went to Streator (no
surprise there) and the
regional pairings are deter-

mined so the Coalers could
have played their reserves
on Friday when they went
to Reed-Custer.

The result was a 47-45
loss for the Coalers who
struggled in the first quar-
ter with just five points
while the Comets put in 10.
By the half, Reed-Custer

extended their lead to 18-
13. But the Coalers never
gave up in the third and
closed to within 34-33
before the Comets made
enough free throws in the
end to win.

Pacing the Coalers
with 14 points was senior
Gabe McHugh. Scoring 11
points in the second half to
finish with 13 total was
Gavin Berger. Dylan Young
chipped in with nine
points while Carter Gill tal-
lied six points and Zander
Meents three.

Coal City played at
Manteno Tuesday and will
complete the regular sea-
son Friday when Gardner-
South Wilmington comes
to town.

Then it’s on to
Regionals.

The Coalers are the #3
seed in their own regional.
Other teams include #2
Manteno, #5 Southland
College Prep, #6 Beecher,
#7 Peotone and Reed-
Custer, the #10 seed.

The tournament
opens Monday with
Peotone at Beecher and
the Comets at Southland
College Prep. On
Wednesday the 6 p.m.
game at Coal City will fea-
ture Manteno facing either
Peotone or Beecher, fol-
lowed by the 7:30 p.m. con-
test of the Coalers taking
on RCHS or Southland
College Prep.

The Coalers need to
win to make it to Friday’s
championship contest at 7
p.m. The regional winner
advances to the Peotone
Sectional on March 4.

Coalers fall to Comets
with regionals next

The Coal City girls
basketball team was out
of sync last week when
they closed out the regu-
lar season with a 50-19
loss to Dwight.

The Lady Coalers
were down 21-10 at the
half before the visiting
Trojans went on a 19-3
run in the third to put
the game out of reach.

Coal City didn’t help
themselves with 20
turnovers while Dwight
stepped to the line for
17-for-20 completions
for 85% success. 

High-point shooter
for Coal City was Becca
Hall with six while Chloe
Pluger followed with five
points. Chipping in with
three points each were
Emma Rodriguez and
Sydney Larson. Riley
Walker had two points.

The Lady Coalers
enter their own regional
with a 21-9 record. They
were to play Reed-
Custer last night
(Tuesday) and if they
won they will battle
Joliet Catholic or
Wilmington for the
regional championship
at 7 p.m. Thursday.

Lady Coalers move on
after loss to Dwight

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

The Coal City wrestling team show-
cased their talent Saturday during the
IHSA Class 1A Sectional, advancing 13
qualifiers and one alternate to the
Individual State Finals at the State Farm
Center in Champaign, IL, starting
Thursday.

The Coalers finished with seven
Sectional champions, two seconds, three
thirds and one fourth place has they dom-
inated the best of 40 teams in the Coal City
tournament. 

Sectional Champions
Owen Petersen (113 lbs.) led the way,

earning a sectional title with a dominant
performance, including a 15-2 major deci-
sion in the finals. Petersen enters the state
finals with an impressive 40-2 record. A
year ago Petersen went to state and placed
sixth.

Cooper Morris (126) secured his
championship with three pins, including a
fall in 3:11 in the finals. Morris improved to

37-5 this season as he qualifies for state the
second year in a row. He was 5th last year a
113 pounds.

Three-time state qualifier Brody
Widlowski (138) remained undefeated at
24-0, winning his bracket with two pins
and a hard-fought 4-1 decision in the
finals. Last year Widlowski was second at
126.

Aidan Kenney (144) earned his sec-
tional crown with two pins and a technical
fall, sealing the title with a fall at 4:59 in the
championship match.

Mason Garner (157) dominated his
way to the top of the podium, finishing
with a pin in just 1:33 in the finals. Garner
now holds a 32-6 record.

Senior Landin Benson (175) added
another title for Coal City with three falls,
including a 2:51 pin in the finals. Benson
boasts an impressive 38-2 record, looking
to repeat as a state champion after win-
ning it at 165 in 2024.

John Keigher (215 lbs) closed out the
championship wins with a fall over Reed-
Custer’s Dominic Alaimo in the finals.
Keigher stands at 32-1 heading into the

state competition.
Top-Four Placements

Jason Piatak (106) placed fourth,
advancing to state after earning key victo-
ries, including a 9-0 major decision in the
consolation semifinals.

Culan Lindemuth (120) took second
after battling through his bracket, finishing
with two pins before falling in the finals.
Lindemuth holds a 33-11 record.

Luke Munsterman (132) finished
third, rebounding from a semifinal loss to
win his consolation semifinal and third-
place match. Munsterman improved to 37-
12.

Noah Houston (150) placed third after
a strong showing in the consolation brack-
et, capped by a 4-2 decision in the third-
place match. Houston carries a 29-13
record.

Brock Finch (165) claimed second
place with two dominant wins before
falling in the finals. Finch’s record now
stands at 29-8.

Cade Poyner (190) earned third place
with two pins and a narrow 4-2 decision
over Wilmington’s Logan Van Duyne in the

third-place match, improving to 33-7.
Poyner had lost to the Wildcat during the
ICE conference tourney and at regionals so
the win was a bit of revenge as the two
opponents smiled and hugged when they
were through.

Alec Waliczek (285) put up a strong
fight but fell short after competing deep
into the consolation bracket. Waliczek fin-
ished the sectional with a 23-7 record and
will go to Champaign hoping to get in as an
alternate.

Coal City’s stellar sectional perform-
ance underscores their reputation as a
wrestling powerhouse. Having 13 quali-
fiers is impressive but not a record for the
Coalers as Coach Mark Masters sent 14
qualifiers in 2023. A year ago Coal City had
11 qualifiers with four medalists.

The team is poised for a strong show-
ing in Champaign and will come back to
prepare for the Dual team Sectional at
home on Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. against
Chicago King. A victory over King would
advance them to the finals at Grossinger
Motors Arena in Bloomington Feb. 28 -
March 1.

Coalers rule sectional with 13 qualifiers

Photo by Eric Fisher

REVENGE IS SWEET—Coal City’s Cade Poyner avenged two earlier losses against
Wilmington’s Logan Van Duyne by winning sectional third place at 190 with a 4-2 decision.

Photo by Eric Fisher

SCORING POINTS at 120 during the sectional championship is Coal City’s Culan
Lindemuth who ended up settling for second place.

Photo by Eric Fisher

COALER MASON GARNER (right) won the 157 pound sectional championship on Saturday
with a 1:33 fall. He looks to carry that momentum into the state finals which start Thursday.

Photo by Eric Fisher

SECTIONAL CHAMPION—Coal City’s Owen Petersen won first place at 113 pounds in con-
vincing fashion on Saturday, beating his opponent by major decision, 15-2.

Photo by Amy Walker

COAL CITY’S Mason Hamilton dribbles at the top looking
for an open teammate during Friday’s game against Reed-
Custer. The Coalers will host Gardner-South Wilmington on
Friday.

Photo by Eric Fisher

GETTING OFF A shot for the Lady Coalers from 8-feet
out is Coal City senior D’Arcy Ness.
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