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Pandemic closures mean
fewer dollars for local towns
BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

The state of Illinois opened up video gam-
ing in September 2012, and the revenue coming
into the state and local municipalities has expe-
rienced a gradual increase. 

Since the first gaming machines went live,
the tax generated on the net terminal income
has surpassed $2.6 billion in Illinois, an amount
the state shares with local municipalities. 

From that $2.6 billion, $430 million has
been shared with municipalities who use the
funds for road maintenance, community pro-
gramming and infrastructure projects. In
Diamond, those funds have provided residents
with a reduction in their utility bills. In
Wilmington, the city eliminate vehicle stickers.

The Illinois Gaming Board (IGB) reports
the net terminal income in 2020 generated
$381.9 million in tax — $325 million went to the
state and the remaining $56 million was shared
with cities and counties. 

Like everything else, the pandemic has an
effect on gaming profits. At the close of the year,
the state indicates it took in close to 27% or
$146.3 million less in 2020 than it did one year
prior, even with an additional 3,865 machines
on-line.

Even with more machines, the lack of gam-
ing for about five months took a toll on the rev-
enue stream the state and many local munici-

palities have come to expect.
Under the state’s multi-tiered response to

slow the COVID-19 pandemic, gaming —
among other businesses deemed non-essential
— was shut down on March 16.

It wasn’t until July 1 that the machines were
turned back on, but a surge in coronavirus
cases this fall led to mitigations that once again
shut off the machines, leaving no gaming and
therefore no revenue that came in after Nov. 20.

According to the monthly gaming reports
posted by IGB, the amount of money pumped
into machines dropped by more than 32% from
2019 to 2020, a difference of about $2.1 billion.
However, when it comes to the amount players
cashed out, the percentage from one year to the
next was steady at 74%.

On a local level, the pause on gaming in the
past year finds  the average  revenue loss
between  nine towns and two counties to be
around 37%.

In a comparison on gaming revenues
received in 2019 and 2020, each of the towns
lost funding in a year that had the machines
stayed on pointed to increases.

Utilizing the IGB’s municipal revenue
totals for the two calendar years, the village of
Braceville took in 45% fewer dollars, or
$3,417.03.

Wilmington received $56,267 fewer dollars
last year, but it also lost six terminals between
January 2019 and November 2020.

Among the nine towns looked at for this
report, Braceville had the largest percentage of
loss and Essex had the least, even though it took
in $2,659 fewer dollars. It should be noted the

Municipalities lose out on gaming dollars

MUNICIPALITY 2019 REVENUE 2020 REVENUE DIFFERENCE

Braidwood

Carbon Hill

Coal City

Diamond

Wilmington

Braceville

Godley

Essex

Symerton

Grundy County

Will County

$43,769

$13,837

$62,543.59

$84,259.88

$132,847.51

$7,562.70

$10,886.04

$11,250.06

$3,626.85

$36,691. 40

$224,371.35

$21,532.48

$8,981.03

$41,960.21

$54,193.01

$76,579.79

$4,145.67

$7,479.07

$8,590.97

$2,740.98

$25,189.32

$143,492.04

-$22,236.52

-$4,855.97

-$20,583.38

-$30,066.87

-$56,267.72

-$3,417.03

-$3,406.97

-$2,659.09

-$885.87

-$11,502.08

-$80,879.31

SEE GAMING, PAGE 2

Students returning 
to in-person learning

STAFF REPORT

An update to the Unit 1
School District’s Return to
School plan reflects a directive
reducing the  number of days a
student or staff must quaran-
tine after close contact with a
COVID-19 positive individual. 

Last month the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention provided local
health departments with
options to reduce quarantine
for those close contact, and the
Grundy County Health
Department recently adopted
those guidelines. A change that
prompted the school district to
update the plan to reflect the
guidance that reduces the
period of exclusion from 14 to
10 days.

Close contacts within the
same household of COVID
positive person may require
exclusion beyond the 10 days if
they are unable to avoid con-
tact with the positive person,
otherwise quarantine is a min-
imum of 10 days without doc-
umentation of a negative test
for an individual who has
remained asymptomatic.

The guidelines are a little
different for staff members
who could find themselves out

for a shorter period.
In the case of staff mem-

bers only, they could return to
the classroom after seven days
with documentation of a nega-
tive [non-rapid] COVID test
administered on day six of
exclusion and the individual
must have remained asympto-
matic. 

“Although we understand
the inconvenience that stu-
dent exclusion can cause for
parents, it is imperative that
we continue to follow these
guidelines closely to keep our
students and staff safe,”
Superintendent Dr. Kent Bugg
said in his weekly letter to par-
ents.

The Friday communica-
tion provides parents and
guardians with an overview of
the number of students and
staff who have tested positive
for the virus and those in quar-
antine for close contact. 

As of Jan. 22,  the school
district reported three positive
students cases and zero staff
cases in current 14 day period,
this was down from six student
and one staff case reported
between Jan. 2-15.

As for the daily average of
students and staff quarantined
the numbers, overall, were
down last week ranging from
student exclusions of 4.75 to
11.75 compared to one week

Fewer days 
in quarantine 

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

Coal City’s Backpack Program has
been providing assistance to Unit 1
School District families for several years,
and for the past seven years it has been
overseen by three local women with a
common goal of providing supplemental
sustenance to students.

The mission of the organization is,
“to help children in need begin each
school week with a full heart and nour-
ished body so they can grow in mind,
body and spirit.”

Working together and with support
from donors and volunteers, the group
has been able to provide bags of  food to
students each week of the school year. 

Dedicated to the mission, founding
members Cherie Sieger, Sara Smith and
Pam Carlton have shared in the duties of
running a successful organization from
fundraising to   distribution. 

A move out of state resulted in
Carlton leaving the organization, so the
non-profit finds itself in need of a new
board member, or two.

According to Sieger, the non-profit
organization is seeking a individual who
is dedicated to carrying out the mission
and is willing to put in the time necessary
to ensure the continue success of the pro-
gram.

Sieger and Smith are hopeful to find
an individual within the community who
is willing to join the board, and share the
duties. If more than one person comes
along that would be a good fit for the
group, Sieger said that’s all the better.

A few of the duties a new member
would likely take on would be the recruit-

ment and coordination of volunteers,
assist with the packing and distribution
of food bags, and fundraising.

Sieger notes finding an individual
who has the ability to, “think outside the
box,” when it comes to raising funds

would be ideal.
The organization spends between

$1,500 and $1,700 a month on food. The
funds come from donations received

Help wanted
Coal City Backpack Program seeks new board member

Courtesy photo
THE FOUNDING MEMBERS of the Coal City Backpack Program, a non-profit that pro-
vides supplemental sustenance to students in the Unit 1 School District, are in search of
a new board member or two. The departure of Pam Carlton has left all of the duties in the
hands of [from left] Sara Smith and Cherie Sieger who are seeking a dedicated and ener-
getic individual to join them in the carrying out the organization’s goals.

STAFF REPORT

Although it will be several
weeks before the Coal City
Police Department releases its
annual report for 2020, infor-
mation being shared this week
with the Village Board indi-
cates a decrease in calls for
service.

Based on the department’s
monthly data reports, total
officer activity for the year was
5,685 calls down 34% from the
prior year. Nearly 38% of those
calls were dispatched meaning
the remaining activity — just
over 3,500 — was officer initi-
ated. The data further indi-
cates 46.5% of the calls
required a written report.

The reduction in call vol-
ume is likely a direct result of
the coronavirus pandemic. As
previously reported police

activity in the village was down
23% in March and 42% in April. 

Village officials
announced in mid-March that
due to the pandemic new pro-
cedures were being imple-
mented at the police depart-
ment, and that included alter-
ing the types of calls officers
would be responding to in-
person.

At that time, Chief Tom
Best reported his officers
would limit in-person
response to life threatening
and emergency calls. All non-
emergency incidents would be
handled by phone and officers
would only assist emergency
medical personnel if request-
ed. 

The number of calls start-
ed increasing in May, a trend
that continued through the
month of October.

Total officer activity
slowed again in November
with a slight uptick in calls in
the final month of the year. 

January was the busiest
month with total officer activi-
ty logged at 758 calls.
Rounding out the top five
busiest months were February,
October, September and
August. 

The month of August had
the most dispatched calls —
203 — followed by July and
June.

The slowest month for dis-
patched calls was in April  and
May was the month that saw
the lowest number of officer
initiated calls at 103.

The monthly reports indi-
cates veteran patrol officer
Kevin Jones had the highest
officer activity in 2020 with
over 60% of his 892 calls being

self-initated. He also led the
department in traffic stops
with 461, and responded to 17
traffic accidents. Jones’ work
resulted in 14 criminal charges,
25 ordinance violations and
five citations, and 179 traffic
citations.

Patrol officer Kady
Sassenger, who began
patrolling the streets in 2019,
ended the year with the second
highest number of calls—837,
but led with the number of
self-initated calls 658 or 78.6%
of her  total activity. 

Overall, officers made 89
criminal arrests, handled 139

Coal City Police log fewer calls in 2020

IN ITS MOST recent report to the Coal City Village Board, the Coal
City Police Department reports total officer activity for 2020 was
5,685 calls down 34% from the prior year. Overall, officers made 89
criminal arrests, handled 139 ordinance violations and issued 19
ordinance citations, filed 83 accident reports and made 1,200 traf-
fic stops resulting in 375 citations.

SEE HELP WANTED, PAGE 2
SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 2

SEE POLICE, PAGE 2
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Attorney Black files 
Martin estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2021P1

In the Matter of the Estate of
William V. Martin,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of William V. Martin. Letters of office
as Independent Executor were issued to
Mary O’Connor, 1715 Little Willow, Morris,
Illinois 60450, whose attorney is FRANK J.
BLACK, BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty
Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Grundy County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, IL 60450, with the
representative, or both, within six months
from the date of the first publication of this
notice or, if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.

MARY O’CONNOR
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black Lawyers
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Jan. 13, 20 and 27, 2021.

Attorney Black files 
Craig estate claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2021 P 3

In the Matter of the Estate of
Samuel F. Craig,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of Samuel F. Craig. Letters of office
as Independent Executor were issued to
Stephen Craig, 13579 Howison, DeKalb,
Illinois 60115, whose attorney is DONALD
F. BLACK, BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty
Street, Suite 211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Grundy County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, IL 60450, with the
representative, or both, within six months
from the date of the first publication of this
notice or, if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.

STEPHEN CRAIG
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Donald F. Black
Black & Black Lawyers
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Jan. 13, 20 and 27, 2021..

Attorney Black 
files Anderson estate 

claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2021 P 4

In the Matter of the Estate of
Eleanor R. Anderson,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of Eleanor R. Anderson. Letters of
office as Independent Executor were
issued to Andrew E. Anderson, 1111
Wauponsee St., Morris, Illinois 60450,
whose attorney is FRANk J. BLACK,
BLACK & BLACK, 201 Liberty Street, Suite
211, Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Grundy County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, IL 60450, with the
representative, or both, within six months
from the date of the first publication of this
notice or, if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.

ANDREW E. ANDERSON
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR
Frank J. Black
Black & Black Lawyers
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Jan. 20 and 27 and Feb. 3, 2021.

Diamond to host public hearing proposed modification
to Diamond Enterprise Zone

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 9th day of February, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.
CST, the Village of Diamond, Will and Grundy Counties, Illinois will hold a public hearing
on the question of a proposed territorial modification (addition) to the Diamond Enterprise
Zone (the “Zone”). This Notice is given pursuant to the Illinois Enterprise Zone Act, 20
ILCS 655/1 et seq.

The area proposed to be included within the Zone (the “Subject Property”) is in unin-
corporated Will County, Illinois and in unincorporated Grundy County, Illinois, consisting of
approximately 2675 acres. The public hearing will be held at 4:00 p.m. CST on February
9, 2021 at the Christian Life Assembly Church, 2960 E. Division Street, Diamond, IL
60416. Diamond reserves the right to continue the hearing from time to time in accordance
with the provisions of the Illinois Open Meetings Act. The public hearing is for the purpose
of receiving public input on the question of whether to amend the Zone boundaries to
include the Subject Property. A copy of the proposed designating ordinance, together with
a map of the proposed modification to the Zone, are on file in the Office of the Diamond
Clerk at 1750 E. Division Street, Diamond, IL 60416, and are available for inspection dur-
ing regular business hours.  All persons desiring to give testimony at the public hearing will
be afforded an opportunity to be heard. Written comments will be accepted if received at
least three days prior to the public hearing addressed to Teresa Kernc, Diamond Mayor,
at 1750 E. Division Street, Diamond, IL 60416. Persons with disabilities who require spe-
cial accommodations to attend and participate should contact the Village of Diamond,
(815)634-8149, to the attention of the Village Clerk.

Published by the authority of the Village of Diamond this 27th day of January 2021.
Published in the Coal City Courant on Jan. 27, 2021.

Walsh-Strnad petitions
for name change

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
TO CHANGE THE NAME OF Braelynn
Chloe Jurinek to Braelynn Chloe Gignac.
Case No. 2021 MR 5.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned on behalf of herself and
Braelynn Chloe Jurinek, minor shall appear
in the before the Grundy County Circuit
Court at 111 E. Washington St., Morris, IL
60450 at 9:00 a.m. on the 9th day of March,
2021 before the judge assigned to hear
said matter, and then present a petition
requesting the name of Braelynn Chloe
Jurinek be changed to Braelynn Chloe
Gignac.

Arica Ryann Walsh-Strnad, Petitioner
Published in the Coal City Courant

on Jan. 27, Feb. 3 and 10, 2021.

NUMBER 1 NUMBER 2 NUMBER 3 NUMBER 4

NUMBER 5 NUMBER 6 NUMBER 7 NUMBER 8

NUMBER 9 NUMBER 10 NUMBER 11 NUMBER 12

NUMBER 13 NUMBER 14 NUMBER 15 NUMBER 16

The GFWC-IL Coal City Junior Woman's
Club is hosting its annual Baby Valentine
Contest. Contestants are babies and toddlers
age newborn to 2-years-old. There are two ways
to vote this year.

View photos of the contestants and cast
votes in person at the Coal City Pharmacy or the
Coal City Library from Wednesday, Feb. 3 to
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2020. Votes are 50 cents
each.

This year virtual votes will also be accept-
ed. There will be a Baby Valentine photo album
on the GFWC Illinois Coal City Junior Woman's
Club FaceBook page at the top of the page.
Submit payment via Venmo or Paypal and in the
comment or notation section, indicate what

candidate you are voting for.  Each candidate
will have a number. Individual names will not
be posted. The e-mail address is coalcityju-
niors@yahoo.com. If a contestant number is
not noted, the monies will be distributed equal-
ly between candidates. 

There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place. All contestants will receive a participa-
tion certificate which will be sent via US Mail to
the address given in your e-mail. All proceeds
go toward community projects sponsored by
the club. Contest winners will be announced in
an upcoming edition of the Coal City Courant
and on the GFWC-IL Coal City Junior Woman's
Club Facebook Page.

Time to vote for Baby Valentine

town’s licensed establishments added a com-
bined five terminals in 2020.

The new year started without gaming,
although the machines started back up mid-
month as pandemic restrictions started to lift.

It’s unclear what impacts the ongoing pan-
demic will have on future revenues  at the state
and local level, however, the past year will like-
ly be taken into consideration as municipali-
ties across the state begin to build their fiscal
year 2022 budgets.  

Gaming

ordinance violations and
issued 19 ordinance citations,
filed 83 accident reports and
made 1,200 traffic stops
resulting in 375 citations.

The department also
made seven arrests for driving
under the influence.

Throughout the past year
the department was served by
police chief Tom Best; ser-

geants Chris Harseim and
Tom Logan; school resource
officers Jason Clark and Mike
Imhof; administrative assis-
tant Bonnie Wieczorek, and
patrol officers Dave Moran,
Jones, Matt Dillon, Dave
Kasher, Casey Roth, Sassenger,
Nick Mazzone and Josh
Nugent, along with a handful
of part-time officers that pro-
vide service as needed.

In 2020 the department
welcomed patrol officer Brian
Putz who completed his stud-

ies at the Police Training
Institute at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
this month.

The department’s annual
report, a comprehensive doc-
ument that includes crime
statistics, training hours, and a
run down of the department’s
accomplishments and goals
for the coming year is tradi-
tionally presented to the
Village Board for its review in
late February or March. 

from the community. The group also benefits
from product donations that are used to fill the
bags that are currently provide once each week
to district students  identified for assistance by
district staff.

The non-profit program is currently assist-
ing around 135 students with about 22 families
receiving delivery service due to their status as
remote learners. Sieger and Smith have been
sharing the task of making the deliveries, and it
would be a temporary added task for the new
board member. 

The number of individuals being assisted
this year is down a bit from the prior year that
ended with 175 students who were taking
home two bags of food each week.

When school resumes a full day schedule,
the organization is planning to return to a two
day distribution.

When the trio began they were packing
bags in Sieger’s basement, but as the program
grew the school district set aside an unused
classroom at the elementary school for their
use. 

It’s from that space they prepare the food
bags each month, everything packed into totes

that are then delivered each week to the
schools where select staff members  are
assigned to distribute the bags.

Sieger  and Smith hope to find an individ-
ual who is willing to help them carry out their
mission. Interested individuals can learn more
about the board member role  and express their
interest in the post by e-mailing coalcityback-
pack@gmail.com.

The organization is also looking for local
residents who are interested in volunteering a
few hours a month to help back the food bags.
Those individuals can also express their inter-
est in an e-mail. 

Additionally, the organization is always
grateful for the support of the community and
those looking to help with a monetary donation
can do so by sending their  tax deductible gift to
the Coal City Backpack Program, 7855 E.
Arrowleaf Trail, Coal City or making a direct
donation at Midland State Bank.

Product donations are also welcome and
can be left in the donation box located at the
Coal City Public Library, 85 N. Garfield St.

Individual serving size items including
pudding, fruit and applesauce cups are wel-
come, as well as hot coca packets, cereal, mac-
aroni and cheese, raisins, juice boxes and fruit
snacks.

earlier with averages ranging from 9.2 to
19.2.

As the second semester of the school
year gets into full swing, Bugg reports the
district is seeing more students return to in-
person learning, in fact each of the district’s
five school buildings witnessed an increase
last week.

Data shows that in-person enrollment
increased by 27 students across the district. 

Police

Help wanted
School

STAFF REPORT

Improved COVID-19 metrics moved
Region 2—including Grundy County—back
to Phase 4, lifting restrictions on indoor
restaurant and bar service and expanded
capacity at retail businesses and social
events.

The move to Phase 4 came Monday with
a three day positivity rate that fell below
6.5%, coupled with a continued increase in
ICU bed availability and a steadily decreas-
ing number of virus related hospitalizations. 

A return to Phase 4 comes the same day
the state transitioned to Phase 1b of vaccina-
tions that includes people who are 65-years
of age and older, as well as frontline workers,
as defined by the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices [ACIP] and Illinois
Department of Public Health [IDPH]. 

As of Monday, the state  was reporting
more than 1.66 million doses of the COVID
vaccine have been received with 692,763
administered.  According to IDPH, 2,388
doses have been delivered to Grundy County
with 294 individuals being fully vaccinated at
this time.

Anyone in Phase 1a [healthcare person-
nel] or Phase 1b who lives or works in Grundy
County and is interested in vaccination is
asked to complete an interest survey avail-
able at grundyhealth.com. 

Residents should not expect to hear
from the health department immediately
after completing the survey, according to
Michelle Pruim, the county’s public health
administrator.

“As vaccine becomes available, health
department staff will be reaching out via e-
mail or phone to schedule an appointment.
There is no need to call to confirm that your
survey was received. Please know that there
is more demand for than supply of vaccine,
and it may take several months for all of
Phase 1b persons to be vaccinated,” said
Pruim, who asks for the community’s
patience as the department works though
the phases of vaccination.

According to IDPH data, the county’s
case count has reached 4,541 cases with 50
reported deaths.

The county reports it is currently follow-
ing 249 people who have recently tested pos-
itive and are in isolation, as well as their close
contacts. 

Doors open in Phase 4

St, Juvin Post 1336
Veterans of Foreign Wars sur-
prised U.S. Army veteran and
past commander of Coal City
American Legion Post 796 John
Gubbins with one of its
Blankets for Vets service logo
personalized tapestry throws.

Post 1336 commander
James “Hoppy” Phillips, Sr. had
the honor of presenting
Gubbins with the gift, and was
joined in the visit and presen-
tation by vice commander Irv
DeWald, adjutant-quartermas-
ter Keith Roseland and chaplin
Bill Bomba.

Since 2013, St. Juvin Post
members have presented
nearly 500 of the commemora-
tive throws, representing
about $27,500, raised from the
annual Buddy Poppy events,
raffles and generous donations
from Tom Fulton and the com-
munity.

Besides the branch of
service logo and the veteran’s
name, each throw has a cus-
tom label that reads, “The
members of St. Juvin Post 1336
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the

United States, Coal City IL
present this throw to you as a

symbol of your service to a
grateful nation.”

Post 1336 honors former Legion commander

Photo by Bill Bomba

COMMANDER JAMES PHILLIPS was joined by officers of St. Juvin
Post 1336 Veterans of Foreign Wars in presenting one of its
Blankets for Vets gifts to John Gubbins, a US Army veteran and
former commander of Coal City American Legion Post 796.
Gubbins [center] is joined by [from left] his wife, Gigi, grandson
Ethan, son Tim and grandson Tyler. 
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Attorney Black 
files Diederich estate 

claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GRUNDY COUNTY - IN PROBATE
No. 2021 P 8

In the Matter of the Estate of
Patricia A. Diederich,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of Patricia A. Diederich. Letters of
office as Independent Executor were
issued to Tricia A. Kramer, 2922 Grand
Prairie Dr., Joliet, Illionois 60431, whose
attorney is FRANK J. BLACK, BLACK &
BLACK, 201 Liberty Street, Suite 211,
Morris, Illinois 60450.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Grundy County Courthouse, 111 E.
Washington St., Morris, IL 60450, with the
representative, or both, within six months
from the date of the first publication of this
notice or, if mailing or delivery of a notice is
required by Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.

TRICIA A. KRAMER
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

Frank J. Black
Black & Black Lawyers
201 Liberty Street
Suite 211
P.O. Box 148
Morris, IL 60450
815-942-0594

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Jan. 27 and  Feb. 3 and 10,  2021.
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Unit 1 recognizes
Students of the Week

Students from Coal City’s Theatre Department will per-
form songs from roles in which they would never likely be
cast as the Coal City High School Drama Club presents its
second annual Miscast Cabaret.

A mixture of pre-recorded and live performances from
the Coal City Performing Arts Center will be presented virtu-
ally on Saturday, Jan. 30, beginning at 7 p.m. A link to the
performance will be posted later this week on the Coal City
Theatre Department’s social media accounts—Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. 

In the spotlight for this year’s show are high school stu-
dents Stephen Byers, Elaina Patten, Landen Selio,
Mackenzie Kraus, Izzy Kostbade, Aidan Kostbade, Chloe
Peacock, Levi and Jared Counterman, Madison Holcomb,
Caden Hennessy, Addey  Connor, Zoe Smith, DeKotah
Rueger and Riley Nevin. And, middle school students Mason
Natyshok and Isabella Byers. 

Featured songs will come from musicals that include
“The Little Mermaid,” “Chicago,” “Newsies,” and “Funny
Girl,” to name a few. 

Miscast Cabaret
returns to the CCPAC

COAL CITY HIGH School Drama Club will present its second
annual Miscast Cabaret, a virtual performance featuring mem-
bers of the Coal City Theatre Department singing songs from
musical theatre roles they would not likely be cast.

BY ANN GILL
EDITOR

The village of Coal City
will continue its participation
in the Northern Illinois
Municipal Electric
Collaborative to get the most
competitive price for electrici-
ty.

The village has been a part
of the collaborative for just
under a decade.

The NIMEC bid has been
found to beat competitive bids
obtained in the past by the vil-
lage. The cost secured by the
group typically is locked in for
up to three years.

“The upcoming bid shall
allow Coal City to select its
term for the next purchase,
either one, two or three year
pricing,” said Matt Fritz, the
village’s administrator.

The current rate paid by
the village for electric service is
.04848 cents per kilowatt hour
and supplied by Constellation
Energy.

The rate applies to power
usage at the village’s sewer
treatment plant, four wells,
and lift stations at Chestnut St.,
First Avenue and Prairie Oak
Estates. 

Fritz told town leaders he
expects the rate to hold steady

with bids anticipated from
Constellation, Dynergy and
MC Squared. 

“Multiple rates were pro-
vided during the 2020 renewal,
but the one-year rate was
selected since longer terms did
not offer much additional sav-
ings,” said Fritz.

The current village budget
included $155,000 for electrici-
ty and over $105,000 has been
expended so far with just over
three months remaining in the
fiscal year. 

As the bid process nears,
the board authorized Fritz to
enter into a contract with the
winning bidder for up to three
years. 

In other matters from the
Jan. 13 meeting:

• Trustees authorized the
village treasurer to open two
new accounts for the police
department at Midland States
Bank.

The accounts will be uti-
lized for the seizures and for-
feitures, which by law must be
held in separate accounts. The
matter was presented in part
to the departments participa-
tion in the new Pro Act unit
that is expected to benefit from
forfeitures and seizures.

• The board approved a
$384,878,69 payment to D

Construction for work com-
pleted on the South Broadway
reconstruction project. 

• In an update on the
South Broadway project,
Trustee Dave Spesia reported
the electrical contractor
returned to replace about 13 of
the globe covers on the new
street lights.  It came to the vil-
lage attention the globes were
leaking, and in Spesia’s words,
“makes them look like a fish
bowl.”  

It’s unclear what caused
the issue, but the village was
guaranteed the issue would be
corrected. 

Spesia noted the globes
would be returned to the man-
ufacturer in an effort to deter-
mine what caused the mal-
function. 

Additionally, the leveling
of the planters in select areas
of town is scheduled to occur. 

• Village attorney Mark
Heinle noted in his report  that
Emanual “Chris” Welch, a part-
ner in the Ancel, Glink Law
Firm, was elected speaker of
the Illinois House of
Representatives.

• The village administrator
extended condolences to
trustees Ross Bradley and Tim
Bradley on the recent loss of
their father and grandfather. 

“I know you went to
Carbon Hill a bunch to check
on your family member, I’m
sorry that has come to an end
for you and my condolences,”
Fritz said. 

And, the mayor also
offered his condolences to the
Bradley family. 

• Trustees approved
$290,687.87 in purchase orders
that included a $221,897 pay-
ment for general liability
insurance through the Illinois
Municipal Insurance
Cooperative and $12,200 to the
Illinois Pubic Risk Fund for
worker compensation insur-
ance. Also included in the bills
were a $600 payment to Morris
Hospital for hearing tests for
all public works employees,
$3,475 to install equipment in
the police department’s new
squad car, and a $4,983.25
membership fee to the Will
County Governmental League.

The next meeting of the
village board is 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 27 held
remotely. 

Although when meetings
will return to in-person gather-
ings, Halliday said the time is
coming that everyone get back
to meeting together at the vil-
lage hall. 

Coal City to accept bids for electric service

As you make plans for
your significant other to cele-
brate Valentine's Day this year,
don't forget the special gals in
your life. 

The Coal City, Carbon Hill,
and Diamond area will be cele-
brating Galentine's Day on
Thursday, Feb. 11 with a shop-
ping event so the ladies can
take some time to spoil each
other. 

The Coalers Business
Alliance, a business group of
the Grundy County Chamber
of Commerce & Industry, hosts
the event annually to encour-
age local spending, Chamber
president & CEO Christina Van
Yperen said. Galentine's Day is
a day to celebrate love and
friendship with your girl-
friends, but of course all are
invited to come out and enjoy
the festivities. 

“For the past two years the
event has brought people out
for a fun activity to support our
local businesses on what oth-
erwise would be an average
weeknight,” Van Yperen said.
“With the impacts of COVID-
19 our local businesses could
use the support and are taking
measures so people can shop
safely.” 

Each participating loca-
tion will be offering its own

specials, promotions, and
activities, and will give out
tickets for the chance to win
prizes donated by local busi-
nesses and organizations.
Shoppers are reminded that
local stores also provide online
shopping through websites
and social media pages as an
option for those who would
rather not shop in-person. 

Participating businesses
have put safety measures in
place to provide a safe experi-
ence and everyone is encour-
aged to follow the CDC
Guidelines to protect them-
selves from COVID-19.
Guidelines can be found on
the CDC website at
www.cdc.gov.

Participating locations
will give out raffle tickets to
anyone wearing red or pink
while shopping from 4-8 p.m.
on Feb. 11. Each location may
provide additional tickets for
purchases, activities, and other
promotions each business
may come up with. 

The raffle tickets are to be
filled out and then taken to the
Coal City Public Library
District to put in raffle baskets
provided by local businesses as
prizes. Tickets can be dropped
off at the library on Thursday,
Feb. 11 4-8 p.m., Friday, Feb. 12

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday,
Feb. 14 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Winners will be chosen on
Tuesday, Feb. 17 and notified
after. All prizes will have to be
picked up from the library. 

The Coalers Business
Alliance is a committee under
the Grundy County Chamber
that gathers local businesses to
produce ideas and events to
help attract people to eat, shop
and spend time in the area. 

Galentine's Day partici-
pating locations in Coal City
are: Coal City Bank—Bank
Branch of Pontiac [via drive-
thru only from 1-5 p.m.] Coal
City Public Library District,
Rolando's Furniture &

Appliances, Simply Lulu
[located inside the library],
The Beauty Bar Salon & Spa,
The Queen Bees, The Vintage
Emporium, Rachetti's Café &
Pizzeria and La Tavola Italian
Deli & Bakery. 

Participating Diamond
businesses are Midland States
Bank [Diamond Branch via
drive-thru only 1-5 p.m.],
Naked Sun and Sunshine
Garden Center, and
Mustachio's Bar & Grill in
Carbon Hill. 

For more information on
the Galentine's Day event
search for the event page on
Facebook or visit grundy-
chamber.com. 

Galentine's Day shopping event returns for third year

The University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point honored more
than 2,600 undergraduate students for attaining high grade
point averages during the fall semester of the 2020-2021 aca-
demic year.

Bridget Kauzlaric, a junior from Coal City, earned highest
honors with a grade point average of 3.90 to 4.0 [a 4.0 equals
straight A].

Kauzlaric named to dean’s list

Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville has
announced the names of stu-
dents qualifying for the fall

2020 dean’s list.  To be eligible
for the dean's list, a student
must maintain a grade point
average of 3.5 or better and
have 12 hours calculated. B  is
equivalent to 3.0; A to 4.0.

Local students receiving
the distinction include
Mackenzie Smith, of Coal City
and Jonathan Smyk, of Morris.

SIUE fall dean’s list

Attorney Schmidt 
files Bonnivier estate 

claim notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

2021-P-2
In the Matter of the Estate of
Mary L. Bonnivier,
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to creditors of the

death of Mary L. Bonnivier. Letters of office
were issued on January 11, 2021 to Rheta
Bredesen as independent executor, whose
attorney of record is Charles L. Schmidt,
117 W. Washington St., Morris, Illinois
60450.  

Claims against the estate may be
filed within six months from the date of first
publication. Any claim not filed within six
months from the date of first publication or
claims not filed within three months from
the date of mailing or delivery of Notice to
Creditor, whichever is later, shall be
barred. Claims may be filed in the Office of
the Circuit Clerk, Grundy County
Courthouse, PO Box 707, 111 E.
Washington Street, Morris, IL 60450, or
with the representative, through her attor-
ney,  or both. Copies of claims filed with the
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative within 10 days after it has
been filed.  

E-filing is now mandatory for docu-
ments in civil cases with limited exemp-
tions. To efile, you must first create an
account with an e-filing service provider.
Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a
service provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp, or talk with your local circuit clerk’s
office. 
Charles L. Schmidt
Law Office of Charles L. Schmidt, Ltd.
117 West Washington Street
Morris, IL 60450
(815) 942-0701
grundylaw@gmail.com

Published in the Coal City Courant
on Jan. 27, Feb. 3 and 10, 2021.
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Seems fair
COAL CITY—In regards to the missing

Coal City Area Club funds. Every club member
should be reimbursed due to the fact that the
increase of club dues over the last few years are
reflective of these missing funds and that
comes out of every area club member’s pock-
ets.

Coal City Area Club member

Lack of transparency
COAL CITY—Is the Coal City Area Club

board hoping everyone has forgotten about the
money taken from the club? Seems funny how
nothing has been mentioned or reported about
any action taken or any reason for the delay in
pursuing this matter. Hopefully we will have
some new board members elected soon who
actually care about keeping members updated
on club matters instead of just sliding things
through and hoping nobody notices.

With utmost respect
AGREE WITH PENNY—Margo, I must

agree with Dear Penny. You certainly showed
no respect for Dr. Jill Dolittle Biden and her
husband Joe Donelittle Biden. Follow Penny’s
example and treat our elected officials with the
utmost respect. I also agree with Penny about
the Capitol Hill riots. It was one of the worst
things I have ever seen. At first I thought they
were showing reruns of the Kavanaugh swear-
ing in ceremony. But closer inspection showed
this debacle had a few more people. I hope
when those people are rotting in jail they real-
ize they should have put up Chaz or Chop
Autonomous zone signs and all would have
been forgiven. M. Holmes

This isn’t reform
WILMINGTON—After reading about the

Illinois “police reform bill” passed by the House
and Senate I am disgusted how Chicago
Democrats and the Black Caucus have brought
their “reform” upon the entire state. Letting
criminals run free without bail before they go
to trial is not reform. It is an invitation for crim-
inals to commit more crime. And where do
they think they will go to commit more crimes?
In the small towns closest to Chicago. Hijack a
car in the city and get caught? No problem
because a judge will let you free without bail.
So now that you’re marked by the police in the
city it’s easier to will move to the suburbs and
small towns to do your carjacking. Is this a law
change to bring equality? I don’t think so. It just
gives the criminals more opportunity to terror-
ize their victims. Gov. JB Pritzker needs to veto
the bill and send it back to lawmakers to leave
cash bail alone.

Mute point
WILMINGTON—Hey Dan, if you’re not a

Jew or a Christian, the Bible is irrelevant. Your
point is mute.

Traffic problem
COAL CITY—When was it decided that it’s

OK to completely take over North DeWitt Street
to park for elementary school pickup? What a
disaster that has turned into. Cars don’t even
make an attempt to pull off to the side of the
road. They just completely block the entire
street for about two blocks. I’m not sure why
they changed Second Street to a one way street
in the opposite direction of what it was for
years but that’s when this problem started.
Obviously the police don’t monitor the situa-
tion or I think it would have been stopped
when it first started. 

Hope you’re happy
BRAIDWOOD—Congratulations to all of

you cowardly voters, Democrats and some
Republicans I'm sure, who relentlessly pursued
our President Donald Trump, for four years and
even today continue with their hate toward
him and anyone who supports him. It doesn't
really matter which party you belong to
because your vote didn't really matter in a
stolen election. Yes, I said stolen, because there
is plenty of proof to back this up, but the
crooked politicians and judges  who thrive on
hate chose to ignore it all. I am sickened even
by our Republican congressmen who chose to
go against Trump. So sit back and enjoy your
temporary victory all of you dumbed-down
Democrats, you are getting what you wished
for. Men in women's bathrooms, open borders
for all illegals to enter, instant amnesty for ille-
gals, 11,000 + jobs lost instantly with the stroke
of a pen and more to come due to increased
lockdowns, a $15 min. wage which contributes
to even more business shutdowns. If you're a
business owner and have lost your business
you know what this means. Illegal aliens filing
into an already depleted job market due to
covid. Higher gas taxes, instant path to citizen-
ship for the millions of illegals in this country.
This should really upset those of you who have
ancestors who came to this country and
became naturalized citizens the legal way. I
hope all of you Dems are happy because this is
the beginning of a dark four years ahead for us
all. You got what you wished for, now accept the
consequences. I will guarantee you this,
President Trump is not going away, nor is the
belief in Democracy and freedom. No matter
what the new corrupt administration tries to
force upon us, this is a country founded on
God. So wake up America and fight back for
your freedom. Not with violence but with your
brains, before it is too late.

Biggest fraud election
SHADOW LAKES—You Biden supporters

and fake news watchers have made a big deal
out of the violence in Washington, DC. But yet
when President Trump won the election there
were big riots all over the country and in
Washington, DC with a lot of destruction. But
the media, your media, fake news has not
reported on that with the riots associated with
Biden. You people are definitely mixed up.
You’re communist, there is no doubt about it.
Trump has done more for this country than any
person in my lifetime. But the deep state and it
is deep, does not want to allow it. And the
Democrats even admitted by Joe Biden, which
was on the news twice but not your news.
While stating when he was campaigning in
Pennsylvania he said I do not need your votes
to win. Later he said this is the biggest fraud
election in America. What more do you need?

That is if you would have watched what was
really happening. Good luck because they’re
gonna tax you heavily and lose a lot of money
because all you do have is investment in retire-
ment and I’m sure none of you disliked the
stock market  going up under Trump. It defi-
nitely helped your retirement funds. So good
luck and good-bye, Dan Hill

Reasons to leave
SHADOW LAKES—You can't drive in

Chicago without fear of being carjacked.
Murders are up and the Democrats just  passed
new laws to make it harder for the police to do
their job. Eighty thousand residents have
moved out of the state in 2020 thanks to
Pritzker. Can't blame this state’s crime and
taxes on Trump.

Stop the mess
WILMINGTON—I have voted in 13 presi-

dential elections. Some candidates won, some
lost. It didn't matter. I am still an American. I
remember the protesting during the 1968
Democratic Convention in Chicago. I was a col-
lege student during the Vietnam War. I was
lucky I went to Illinois State because it wasn't
quite the powder keg that Kent State and other
universities were. But I have rarely witnessed
anything compared to what has happened in
the past year. Peaceful protests turned into vio-
lence and looting. Our Capitol building, a sym-
bol of our democracy, was attacked and van-
dalized. I'm not pointing fingers at either party
because there is plenty of blame to pass
around. But my children and grandchildren, as
well as yours, are living in this mess. And it has
to stop.  T. Lockwood

Running the show
COAL CITY—How many Democrats are

going to complain when the mental capability
of Joe Biden is put to question. When it is
brought up about the two aneurysms that he
has had since, with each one a steel clip is put
into the brain to stop the leak of a blood vessel.
When an individual has one aneurysm they
must take medication. Joe Biden has had two
brain surgeries. Each time it affects the mental
capability of a human being’s mind. So you
Democrats can stop complaining about
Donald Trump he is no longer in office. So who
is going to be running the White House, Big
Tech, Corporate America, Kamala Harris,
Nancy Pelosi, Chuck Schumer or the Chinese
government? Remember you get what you ask
for and when your taxes are raised to help for-
eign countries and more American citizens go
into poverty you have no one to blame but
yourself for believing the propaganda the
Democratic leadership put out or how they
censored the real news.

Four years of lies
BRAIDWOOD— Some of the awful lies of

Donald Trump. The most telling: It didn't rain
on his inauguration-It rained during Trump's
inaugural address. The most dangerous lie: The
coronavirus was under control-But it's reason-
able to venture that his dishonesty led to a sig-
nificant number of deaths. The most alarming
lie saga: Sharpiegate-Trump tweeted in 2019
that Alabama was one of the states at greater
risk from Hurricane Dorian than had been ini-
tially forecast. The federal weather office in
Birmingham then tweeted that, actually,
Alabama would be unaffected by the storm.
The most ridiculous subject of a lie: The Boy
Scouts- that no call ever happened. The ugliest
smear lie: Rep. Ilhan Omar supports al Qaeda-
Trump grossly distorted a 2013 quote from Rep.
Ilhan Omar to try to get his supporters to
believe that the Minnesota Democrat had
expressed support for the terrorist group al
Qaeda. The most boring serial lie: The trade
deficit with China used to be $500 billion- So he
said well over 100 times that, before his presi-
dency, the US for years had a $500 billion annu-
al trade deficit with China -- though the actual
pre-Trump deficit never even reached $400 bil-
lion. The most entertaining lie shtick: The burly
crying men who had never cried before-They
were also pure shtick. The most traditional big
lie: Trump didn't know about the payment to
Stormy Daniels-Trump knew, because he had
personally reimbursed Cohen. The biggest lie
by omission: Trump ended family separation-
Yes, Trump signed a 2018 order to end the fam-
ily separation policy. What he did not mention
is that what he had ended was his own policy -
- a plan announced by his own attorney gener-
al that had made family separation standard
rather than occasional, as it had been under
Obama. The most shameless campaign lie:
Biden will destroy protections for pre-existing
conditions-though the Obama-Biden adminis-
tration created the protections, though the
protections were overwhelmingly popular,
though Biden was running on preserving them,
and though Trump himself had tried repeated-
ly to weaken them The lie he fled: He got
Veterans Choice- Obama signed into law in
2014 The Crazy Uncle lie award: Windmill noise
causes cancer-After Trump amplified another
conspiracy lie in 2020, NBC's Savannah
Guthrie admonished him by saying that
"you're not, like, someone's crazy uncle who
can just retweet whatever." The most huckster-
ish lie: That plan was coming in two weeks-
Trump's big health care plan was eternally
coming in "two weeks." So were a bunch of
other plans and announcements.Trump was
once named Michigan's Man of the Year-
Trump has never lived in Michigan. Why would
he have been named Michigan's Man of the
Year years before his presidency? The most
depressing lie: Trump won the election-
Trump's long White House campaign against
verifiable reality has culminated with his lie
that he is the true winner of the 2020 presiden-
tial election he clearly, certifiably and fairly
lost.

Open borders again
COAL CITY—The new administration has

decided that the borders will be open again to
allow everyone to enter the USA and be given
benefits that the American citizens will not be
able to receive. The politicians will not care if
there is more crime against Americans while
immigrants receive total protection and eco-
nomic prosperity from the taxpayers funds.
American citizens struggle for survival from
criminal activity and to put food on the table
while the politicians turning their backs on the

people that pay their salaries and give benefits
to themselves and their families to live an easy
life as they impose new restrictions. U.S. citi-
zens will have to pay for all the free stuff that
will be given to all the people throughout the
world. Say good bye to USA and say hello to
global poverty. 

Does not compare
WILMINGTON—To the caller who said the

Democrats are worse then the Nazi’s.  I say
until we kill 6 million Jews the Nazis still rank
#1 for evil. By the way your hateful rant is no
way to start the healing. But what do I know?
I’m a stupid pin-headed brain idiot.

Don’t believe it
COAL CITY—Well it's official,

Biden/Harris are president. Now they can get
down to the business of fixing this country.  No
borders, no more wall,  let all the illegal aliens
in, give them free health care, free housing, free
food stamps and let’s not forget their free stim-
ulus checks.  The Wuhan virus will disappear,
just wear your masks.  They will vaccinate 1
million people a day. Open everything up now
it’s safe. They can't wait to rejoin the Paris
Accord, stop the Keystone pipeline, or rejoin
the World Health Organization who screwed up
the response to the Wuhan virus. By taking
China's word on everything like it’s from a mar-
ket (not a biohazard lab) it’s not that conta-
gious and that they didn't send citizens all over
the globe. Then they can get down to the econ-
omy, new regulations on businesses, pause stu-
dent loans, tax the rich, stop fracking, raise the
minimum wage to $15, raise taxes and jobs will
magically appear. What's he got a magic wand?
Best of all, a divided nation will heal itself and
become civil again. But the thing I can't wrap
my head around is the giant double standard of
the pompous, privileged, over important self
worth,  of the politicians and the main stream
media.  For months last year you didn't hear a
word on the riots (peaceful protests), the prop-
erty damage and the killings in all the major
Democratic run towns and cities. Mayors and
governors made excuses for the rioters, (social
injustice, racism, white privilege), decried any
help from the feds, even told cops to stand
down. Their answer was to defund the cops.
But storm the Capitol and that gets their atten-
tion (what happened was wrong). The over top
outrage displayed by politicians and media was
a joke. Do we really need 25,000 National
guardsmen for the inauguration? Hundreds of
millions spent on locking down Washington.
Do members of Congress really need security
guards and the 24/7 nonstop coverage of the
riot by the main stream news media?  Really?
Paradise is just around the corner,
Biden/Harris are president, don't worry be
happy!!   KL

Killing jobs
SHADOW LAKES—Did or did not China

Joe say he was or was not in favor of fracking? It
seems to me when he was asking the question,
by our president, he never answered the ques-
tion. As I remember he has a stupid numb look
on his face, and never really answered it. Well, it
looks like he is not in favor of it. It is really
funny here is the people in Pennsylvania voted
for China Joe to put themselves out of a job. Or
did they really vote that way? We will never
know…always, Margot Lane.

Naive voters
SHADOW LAKES—The new vice president

would prefer to release people from jail rather
than to honor the oath taken to the sovereignty
and other laws of the USA. The vice president
did the same thing when she was attorney gen-
eral, which brings the idea to mind that the
new administration is in favor of illegal activi-
ties and their oath to the USA is meaningless in
their eyes. All the people that voted for the
Democrat party into office were completely
naive about the propaganda that they were
being fed since the big tech companies and the
main stream news media censored the real
news about the corruption that exists within
the Democrat party. Maybe the people that
voted in the Democrat leadership will begin to
realize they were being treated like nitwits.

Melania had class
DWIGHT—My name is Walter, I can’t

believe how the media degraded Melania
Trump. She’s probably the most elegant First
Lady, well mannered and intelligent. She spoke
six languages and yet the media degraded her
for everything she did.

Profits unappreciated
It’s amazing how you people can vote for

Biden. Biden even admitted on national TV
that this was the biggest fraud election ever. He
said that while he was campaigning. But what
he did to bribe foreign officials so his son
Hunter could make a lot of money through the
governments overseas. Trump has done more
for this country than anyone in the past 72
years that I’ve been aware of politics. One of my
neighbors who really hated Trump for no legit-

imate reason, I asked her have you been happy
with your retirement funds? Yes, she said. Well
how were they during the Obama administra-
tion? She said, not as good. My reply was, how
can you vote against him? He has done more
for your retirement than Obama ever did, or
Bush, or H.W.Bush, or Clinton and probably
Reagan. She couldn’t answer, she just looked at
the ground. So I suggested, the profits you
made, why don’t you send them back.

Rage of Americans
COAL CITY—We will remain a deeply

divided country. Where is it headed? Who
knows? The anger that raged while attacking
the US Capitol on Jan. 6 wasn’t just over an
election. It was an explosion of rage by whites
who see their dominance threatened by the
multiracial coalition of Americans who
brought President Biden to power carrying
Confederate flags. They weren’t fighting just to
defend Trump but to defend white America
whose hold on power is becoming less.
President Trump never called for violence dur-
ing his rally speech. He told his supporters to
march on the capitol peacefully and patrioti-
cally. Sorry that it went the wrong way.

Laugh a little
COAL CITY—I read a Kentucky man used a

flame thrower to clear the snow from his drive-
way. He was dressed in a white bathrobe, black
socks and sandals as he calmly sprayed long
lashes of fire instantly melting the snow and
with his other hand he puffs a cigar and takes
long swigs from a can of beer. He concluded
the work throwing the beer can into the snow
expressing God Bless Rednecks. If you want to
get through this life, keep a good sense of
humor. 

Talk about overkill
COAL CITY—Do you believe 25,000

National Guards were sent to Washington, DC
to guard the Capitol and put up fencing to lock
down many blocks in the city for the inaugura-
tion? We watched on TV many troops sleeping
on the floor of the Capitol next to one another,
not six feet apart, some with or without masks.
Tell us how many porta potties were required
for 25,000 troops. Talk about overkill and
spreading the Covid virus. The Democrat Party
Celebration.

Ignoring the protests
COAL CITY—Jan. 21, 2021, anarchists riot,

burning, looting, attacking law enforcement in
Seattle, WA, Portland, Oregon. Guess who they
blame? Trump, and he’s gone and no longer our
president. The Democrat authorities don’t
press charges because the thugs belong to the
Far Left and are Democrats.

Signs everywhere 
COAL CITY—So the Ultimate Ride sign is

on the move again huh? They couldn’t make it
in Morris and they’re too cool for Coal City.
They got the talk and the walk. They are better
off in Braidwood.           Mike M.

Taxpayers always pay
SHADOW LAKES—Regarding the article

“Bottom Line” by Kurt K. He says that the Secret
Service agents aren’t allowed to invade Ivanka
Trump’s house to use the bathroom, which they
have seven. So taxpayers must foot the bill for a
$3,000 a month apartment costing a total of
$100,000 to date essentially for the use of a toi-
let. Well Mr. Kurt, when the Clintons left office,
on their property with one of their mansions,
they had another house in the back and they
rented it out to Secret Service which the tax-
payers had to pay for. Did we forget about that?

More for veterans
SHADOW LAKES—Regarding the article in

last week’s sound-off about Trump not liking
veterans and not doing anything for veterans.
Whoever the person is who put this article in
obviously is not a veteran because they don’t
know what they’re talking about. Trump has
done more for the VA than Obama or any other
president ever did in my lifetime. Also, the mil-
itary had a much-deserved raise which did not
come under Obama. The military loves Trump.
They hated Obama and they hated Clinton. So
where this person gets their information obvi-
ously is CNN, MSNBC and the rest of the fake
news media. I am a veteran and things are
greatly improved under Trump at the VA.

Dan Hill

False flags
WILMINGTON—I’m watching the Fox

News coverage of the riots out on the west
coast and they are blaming it on Antifa. But
from what I can see I think it’s a false flag oper-
ation by the proud and/or boogaloo boys.
Anyone remember the red squad in Chicago? 

What a joke
WILMINGTON—I want all of you Biden

supporters to remember one thing. Obama
said you could keep your doctor. A very big lie.
Joe

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, calls for boycotts and
libel. In cases where the publisher selects
not to publish these remarks the news-

paper makes every effort to forward
unpublished comments to the parties to
whom they are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

To voice your opinion, please go to

www.freepressnewspapers.com, ->
Submit Sound-off or call 815-634-0317.
Please state the town in which you are
calling from or in regards to. If mailing
comments please direct them to Sound-
Off, 271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416
or 111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL
60481.
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Online program
for gardeners
offered Saturday

The USDA Forest Service, under a long-
standing agreement with the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources and Illinois
Nature Preserves Commission, is resuming a
seed exchange partnership involving state nat-
ural areas near Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie, Wilmington.

The seed exchange partnership allows for
more robust and diverse populations of prairie
plants at state parks and the Midewin property.

At one time, tallgrass prairies dominated
over 60 percent of the landscape in Illinois –
over 21 million acres. Now, less than 1/100th of
one percent of native tallgrass prairie remains
in Illinois.

Restored prairie at Midewin National
Tallgrass Prairie has added twice as much as all
of the remnant prairies that remain in Illinois,
combined. Volunteers, partners and staff hope
that progress in restoration can continue.

Under terms of the partnership agreements
and permits that were first issued almost 20
years ago, Midewin NTP volunteers, partners
and staff would resume collecting and cleaning
seeds of a number of native species of prairie
grasses and forbs from some State of Illinois
sites. Some of the sites are Grant Creek Prairie
State Nature Preserve, Des Plaines State Fish
and Wildlife Area near Wilmington, Goose Lake
Prairie State Natural Area (Morris) and more.

Lead plant, prairie dropseed, purple oxalis,
Michigan lily, yellow star grass; and various
sedges and gentians are some of the native
Illinois plant species that have been involved in
the program, at some point, over the past 20
years.

“Because many of the plants on these sites
are somewhat isolated by surrounding land
uses, this harvesting and seed swapping helps

foster some genetic mixing of neighboring pop-
ulations and can help ensure that they remain
robust and diverse,” said Midewin NTP

Restoration Team Leader Mike Redmer.
Once harvested, seeds are brought to

Midewin NTP where they are cleaned using
hand-held cleaning shakers and other devices
and electric seed cleaning machines. Cleaning
seed involves separating seed from chaff, which
is part of the outer protective layer of a seed.
Removing chaff gives the seed a much better
chance to germinate.

Twenty-five percent of the seed is returned
to the I-DNR to help restore State of Illinois nat-
ural areas.   

“Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie has
much to celebrate in this Silver Anniversary
year,” said Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie
Supervisor Wade Spang. “The seed exchange
partnership with the USDA Forest Service and
the State of Illinois is just one example of strong
collaborations over the past 25 years that have
brought together neighbors and partners in this
whole-community restoration process.”

To observe National Seed Swap Day,
Saturday, Jan. 30, information about planting a
prairie garden at home will be held with a virtu-
al National Seed Swap Day Tea at 10 a.m. 

What worked well last season and what are
you planning for this year? This program will be
a discussion for all ages to learn and share
inspiration.

Midewin NTP staff and partners presented
webcasts on prairie gardening at home in 2020,
and webcast recordings are available online,
here:

• “Plant A Patch of Prairie at Home”:
https://tinyurl. com/y4jbmtd2;

• “Wetland Plants at Home” by Wetlands
Initiative Ecologist Anna Braum:
https://tinyurl.com/y3efeu7l.

• Pollinator Plant List: A list of prairie polli-
nator plants that are essential to restoration at
Midewin NTP is available online:
https://tinyurl. com/v3gjawv.

Midewin renews program, exchanges seed from nearby state wildlife areas

USDA FS — Midewin NTP Photo by Veronica Hinke

LORRIE CERKVENIK uses an electric seed cleaning machine to separate chaff from seed at the USDA
Forest Service’s Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. For nearly 20 years, the USDA Forest Service and
the State of Illinois have been working together in seed exchange partnerships to encourage more
robust, diverse prairie plant populations in the Prairie State.   

Channahon resident
Kevin Kuchler's sunrise photo
rose above more than 1,000
photo entries to win the Forest
Preserve District of Will
County's 2020 Preserve the
Moment Photo Contest.

The winning shot featured
the golden glow of the sun
sandwiched between blue-
gray ice and clouds at Lake
Renwick Preserve in Plainfield.
The photo was deemed the
best for the month of
December and then won top
honors in the overall contest
competing with seven other
monthly finalists in online vot-
ing this month.

Coming in second in the
overall contest was Matthew
Serafini of Lockport for his
photo of a yellow-crowned
night heron snacking on craw-
fish at Whalon Lake in
Naperville. In third place was
Naperville resident Bertrand
Leclercq for his close-up of a
praying mantis at Riverview
Farmstead Preserve in
Naperville. All of the 2020 con-
test entries can be viewed on
the Forest Preserve’s Flickr
page, Flickr.com/WillCo
Forests.

Kuchler, Serafini and
Leclercq will receive
MasterCard gift cards worth
$500, $250 and $150, respec-
tively. The photo contest is
sponsored by The Nature
Foundation of Will County,
<https://www.willcountyna-

ture.org/>willcountynature.or
g.

The contest ran from May
through December with a
panel of judges choosing one
winning picture for each
month. Once the eight month-
ly winners were in place, final
contest voting took place via
the District's Facebook page.
More than 1,500 votes were
cast online to narrow the eight
monthly winning photos to

three final contenders. In the
last round of voting, Kuchler's
sunrise photo was deemed the
best of the best.

Kuchler said he loves tak-
ing sunrise and sunset photos
in the preserves and has been
doing so since 2010. The day he
took the winning shot, he and
his wife ventured out early and
walked the trail along the
water’s edge until the sun
emerged from the horizon.

“I am so excited! There
were great photos taken this

year and I can't believe that my
photo won,” he said via email
after being notified of his win.
“The praying mantis and the
heron eating the crawfish were
amazing photos.”

Kuchler said he loves land-
scape photography because he
can capture the beauty of the
world around him.

“The earth has such amaz-
ing places and to be able to
capture those places and share
them with people is something
that I love to do,” he said.

He explained that winning
the contest will provide more
motivation to get outside and
take photos and he will use a
portion of his prize money to
get a new camera bag. The
contest was a much-needed
stress reducer in 2020, he
added.

“2020 I think was tough for
just about everyone,” Kuchler
said. “Walking through the pre-
serves in such a peaceful envi-
ronment, you really were able
to forget about all the craziness
going on and just relax.”

The Forest Preserve
received 1,092 photo entries
from 467 individuals, the most
since the contest began in
2016.

For more information on
the Forest Preserve District of
Will County, visit
ReconnectWithNature.org

Channahon man’s sunrise photo takes top honors

Courtesy photo by Kevin Kuchler

CHANNAHON RESIDENT Kevin Kuchler’s photo of a sunrise at Lake Renwick Preserve in Plainfield
was the top photo in the Forest Preserve District’s 2020 Preserve the Moment Photo Contest.
Kuchler’s picture won in December and then beat all other monthly winners in online voting via the
Forest Preserve District’s Facebook to win the top prize of a $500 gift card.

BY COLE LAUTERBACH
THE CENTER SQUARE

Local municipalities will soon lose the
leverage of seizing state tax returns or other
expected Illinois payouts to pay off red-light
camera fines.

Illinois Comptroller Susana
Mendoza announced that, starting Feb. 6, the
state will no longer collect fines against drivers
who receive red light camera tickets.

“As a matter of public policy, this system is
clearly broken. I am exercising the moral
authority to prevent state resources being used
to assist a shady process that victimizes taxpay-
ers.”Comptroller Susana A. Mendoza said. 

The announcement comes on the heels of
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot announcing the
city will ticket speeders caught on camera going
6 mph over the limit. Mendoza’s office hasn’t
collected the fees in Chicago since 2016.

First allowed in 2012, red-light cameras
have come under scrutiny in recent years,
with some arguing that they are merely revenue
generators that could cause more accidents
than they prevent.

An investigation by ABC7 found most
motorists fined by the cameras were actually
turning right when the light was red, something
legal in most instances.

Illinois-based SafeSpeed was named by
former Illinois Sen. Martin Sandoval as an
organization that paid state and local officials
to allow their cameras into intersections with a
potential for high profitability.

Illinois lawmakers have previously filed
legislation to ban red-light cameras entirely but
none have been successfully enacted.

After the change, local municipalities will
have to employ private collection agencies to
collect fees.

Illinois Comptroller will no longer withhold
state payouts for red-light camera fees
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House Speaker Michael
Madigan avoided calling the
General Assembly back into
session during the pandemic
for several reasons, many of
them having to do with him-
self.

But Speaker Welch told me
earlier this month that "The
legislature is back in business.
We're going to work in 2021."

"We're going to probably
use the BOS Center for a little
while," Welch said of the
Springfield convention center
that the House has been meet-
ing in. "But that's a pretty cost-
ly place. So we're also trying to
explore how to safely transition
back into the Capitol. There
will probably be a hybrid ver-
sion of remote committees and

limited things at the Capitol,
but we're about to go back to
work."

The remote legislating bill
failed to pass both chambers
during the recent lame duck
session, but Welch said there
are some new things they can
do, "And we can do it pretty
quickly if we're actually work-
ing."

Here are some more high-
lights from my interview:

• Chief of Staff: The new
Speaker said he's asked
Madigan's chief of staff Jessica
Basham to stay on through the
end of the remap process and
she has agreed. Basham has
been diligently studying the
remap process for the past two
years, but she is also Madigan's

former appropria-
tions director,
which is crucial
knowledge and
experience to
have during what
looks to be a pos-
sibly horrific
budget-making
process.

"I'm looking
forward to work-
ing with Jessica,"
Welch said. "I
think she's been a
great chief of staff.
She knows this process and I'm
going to lean on her as well.
And I think everyone would
understand the need to have a
transition period. You don't
come in a door and immedi-
ately start making changes,
especially when three days ago
you didn't even expect to be in
the position."

• Speaking of the Remap:
Welch told reporters after he
was elected Speaker that he
supports "Fair Maps." I asked
how committed he actually is
to the concept of redistricting
reform.

"I've believed in fair maps

since I've been in
the legislature,"
Welch said. "And
so we're going to
begin that process.
We're going to
work with
Democrats and
Republicans, we're
gonna work with
the Senate, we're
gonna work with
the governor.
Because my defini-
tion of fair maps
may be different

from what everyone else's is.
So, we have to do this in part-
nership. Remember that if
we're not doing this in partner-
ship, we already have a difficult
task ahead of us, it's only going
to get more difficult if we don't
do this with all the voices
around the table."

• New Rules?: Speaker
Welch said he wants to talk
with his members before mak-
ing any decisions on new
House rules, "because I heard
a lot about that in my conver-
sations," with House
Democrats during his election.

"After I talk to the mem-

bers, I'll reach out to Durkin,"
he said of the House
Republican Leader. Welch said
he will "take a quick hard look"
at the rules "and make changes
where we deem appropriate."

• Campaign Structure: The
House Republicans years ago
separated their government
staff from their campaign staff.
Madigan never followed suit.
The House Democrats' Issues
Staff does double-duty on
campaigns. Does he plan to
change that?

"We're talking through
with a number of folks getting
guidance, and we'll see how
things go," Welch said.

"I want to say this," Welch
continued, "because there's 73
Democrats in the House. Two
years ago, we had 74. That's a
super-majority. So Madigan
was doing something right.
And his structure was doing
something right. And so we're
not gonna throw the baby out
with the bathwater.

"What we're gonna do is
take a good system and add a
little polish to it, and fine tune
it and add some modern
touches to it, give it a little bit

more transparency. But we're
gonna do some things that are
already being done because
they're proven things that elect
Democrats."

Welch said he hasn't yet
talked with Madigan about
control of the caucus'
Democratic Majority PAC, "but
that's on the agenda."

• Madigan: Asked if
Madigan had left him a letter of
advice like many governors do
for their successors, Welch said
he hadn't.

"But you know, he is avail-
able to me, we've sat and
talked twice," Welch said. "And
both of those conversations
have been very helpful to me
already.

"He has told me to call
him for advice on anything I
need. And trust me, with his
type of knowledge, I'm gonna
do that. I'm gonna lean on that
institution."

Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

New Speaker says Illinois House is ‘back in business’

BY GEOFFREY POHANKA

Electric-powered cars are
now the rage. Tesla’s market
capitalization is seven times
larger than that of General
Motors and 14 times larger
than Ford’s, though it builds a
fraction of the vehicles that
those companies do. Many
politicians are even consider-
ing banning gasoline-powered
cars within a few years in favor
of electric vehicles (EVs), all in
the name of saving the planet.

This has significant mean-
ing to me. As a third-genera-
tion automobile dealer, I need
to get ahead of the curve and
prepare for what is next. I want
to sell what people want to
buy. I have driven the
Volkswagen Golf EV, the Honda
Clarity plug-in (PEV), and now
the Hyundai Kona EV. All have
good road characteristics and
operate similarly to gasoline-
powered cars, with the excep-
tion of how they are powered.

I installed a Level II charg-
er at my home. The cost: about
$850. I am fortunate that my
fuse box is located in the
garage, so I did not need much
additional wiring. The garage
is where I charge these EVs
overnight.

Some say that a 250-mile
range is a must for an EV, and I
agree. Charging one with a
normal 120-volt plug requires
about 54 hours so a Level II,
240-watt charger is needed –
the same voltage that a home
drier uses. To fully charge the
Kona with its 64 kW battery
requires up to ten hours. Plug
in when you come home, and
it is ready by the time you leave
for work in the morning. A 250-
mile range gets me just about
anywhere I want to go.

The question remains:
What is it like to have to
depend upon a public charg-
ing station? Tesla has a robust,
nationwide rapid-charging
infrastructure, but Tesla uses a
proprietary charging plug that
does not work with other
makes of vehicles. Volkswagen,

as part of its diesel settlement,
has constructed a large charg-
ing network under the name of
Electrify America. Electrify
America has the closest rapid
chargers to both my home and
my office.

Driving from my home
and with about 25 miles of bat-
tery range (10% of capacity), I
headed off to the Reston
Virginia fast charger, located in
an office park. It is a few miles
farther than the local gasoline
station that I normally use. It
had three charging towers,
each with two cords. One of
the cords fits only the Nissan
Leaf. There were four 350 kW
chargers and one 50 kW charg-
er to select from. I chose the 50
kW charger, plugged in the
cord, inserted my credit card,
and experienced my first pub-
lic fast charge.

How long it takes a battery
depends upon four things: the
capacity of the charger, the
capacity of the battery, the bat-
tery discharge condition, and
the rate of charge that the bat-
tery will accept. The Kona will
accept up to a 75 kW rate of
charge.

Fast chargers will bring
the battery only to an 80% total
charge due to the limitations of
lithium batteries. Charging
above 80% will damage the
battery. Since I arrived at the
charging station with ten per-
cent capacity remaining, I
received an additional 70%
charge, which gave me about
190 miles total range. It
required one hour and ten
minutes. The cost was $21.07,
or 43 cents per kW. The cost
would be about 34 cents per
kW if I joined Electrify America
for four dollars per month.
Filling my gasoline vehicle for
the same range would cost less
– about $13. Charging an EV at
a fast charger costs more per
mile of range than filling up a
gasoline-powered vehicle.

What struck me first was
how this could possibly work
for me if I had to rely entirely
on fast chargers and instead of

my home charger. I drive at
least 80 miles each day, which
means I would have to
recharge my Kona every other
day assuming that I did not do
more driving than just
between my home and the
office. Since it required over
one hour to charge the battery,
I would have to spend over 200
hours annually charging my
vehicle – the equivalent of 25
eight-hour working days. And
this assumes that I never had
to wait in line for another vehi-
cle to finish charging and that
the charging station was near-
by when I needed one. If I lived
in a town home, or an apart-
ment, without access to a Level
II home charger, I would have
to rely entirely on the public
fast-charging network. And
instead of a 250-mile range, I
would have only about a 190-
mile range to work with.

I later charged with a 150
kW and 350 kW charger, but
the time expended was no less.
It was quite cold when I used
the 350 kW charger. The charg-
ing time was actually about
five minutes longer than when
using the 50 kW charger.
Perhaps the periodic cycling of
my car’s heater was the reason.
Using fast chargers can be
quite boring, so make sure that
you bring something to do.

Next, I used the nearest
fast-charging station from my
office. It is 12 miles distant, a
20-minute drive each way. If I
had to rely entirely on this
charger, it would require one
hour and 40 minutes every
other day, or 300 hours every
year. This would be equal to 37
eight-hour work days annually.

I know that some EV driv-
ers combine shopping and
other activities while they
charge their vehicles. This
might work with the more
common, publicly accessible,
and slower Level II chargers,
but probably not with the
Electrify America charging
network, since there is only a
ten-minute grace once the 80
percent charge is achieved.
Otherwise, 40 cents per
minute is tacked on to the cost
of charging.

Questions also arise about
how many chargers would be
needed to keep cars like mine
on the road. One electrical
cord could charge only about
20 cars each day (80 miles per

day driving and 170 miles
available driving range).
Perhaps a more realistic capac-
ity would be 12 cars a day,
since it is doubtful many
would be doing this in odd
hours. Ten thousand cars like
mine would require 416 charg-
ing cords (or 208 towers with
two cords each). It would
require only about 14 gasoline
hoses (or seven towers) to fuel
the same number of gasoline-
powered vehicles at 50%
capacity. One hundred thou-
sand EVs would require over
4,000 available charging cords.

The other drawback to
EVs is their higher cost. The
MSRP of the 2021 Hyundai
Kona Ultimate I have been
charging is $46,985. The same
model powered by gasoline
has an MSRP of $31,370, or
over $15,000 less. I have read
that one reason for the price
differential is that to manufac-
ture a 1,000-pound battery
requires the processing of
50,000 pounds of ore, and one
must move 500,000 pounds of
overburden to get the ore. The
lithium, cobalt, copper, and
rare-earth minerals required to
manufacture the battery large-
ly come from overseas. Eighty
percent of battery manufactur-
ing takes place in China, so
this is likely to have an impact
on our trade imbalance and
energy independence.

EVs start their lives with a
larger carbon footprint than
gasoline vehicles. Another
question is how these batteries
will be charged, since electrici-
ty mostly comes from non-
renewable energy sources such
as coal, natural gas, and
nuclear energy. Some specu-
late that EV costs will decline
with mass production, and
that battery-charging times
will be reduced with newer
technologies. If this does not
occur, then affordability, lack
of range, and charging times
will be major handicaps.

Besides the extra cost to
purchase an EV and the larger
carbon footprint, the greatest
drawback by far will be what to
do with all those hours spent
waiting while one’s car is
charging.

Geoffrey Pohanka is presi-
dent of Pohanka Automotive
Group in Capitol Heights,
Maryland.

Commentary

Electric vehicles and their drawbacks

More than 11,000 Iowa
State University students have
been recognized for outstand-
ing academic achievement by
being named to the fall semes-
ter 2020 dean's list. Students
named to the dean's list must
have earned a grade point
average of at least 3.50 on a
4.00 scale while carrying a

minimum of 12 credit hours of
graded course work.

Recognized by the
University were Samantha
Hanley, sophmore, of
Braceville; Kit Clayburn, soph-
more, from Coal City;  Emma
Hennessy, of  Gardner and
Melissa Woodall, of
Wilmington.

Iowa State dean’s list
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It's good to be in the right
place, at the right time.  This is
especially true in the bartend-
ing world as some of the
world's most enduring cock-
tails were created either by
chance, accident, or pure luck. 

The original Mudslide per-
haps benefited from all of the
above when it came together
in Grand Cayman at Rum Point
Club's Wreck Bar in the 1970s.
It was supposed to be a White
Russian, and ended up being
the club's signature cocktail
that makes the register ring
over 30,000 times in a typical
year.

The Mudslide is a bit of an
anomaly considering its origin,
a “rum bar” in the Cayman
Islands.  The Mudslide doesn't
start with a hefty pour of
Caribbean rum, and it wasn't
even supposed to be a tropical
drink.  It was supposed to be a
White Russian, but then fate
stepped in.

Sometime in the mid-
1970s, a customer entered the
Wreck Bar and ordered a White
Russian.  The bartender had
heard of the drink, but was not
familiar with how to make it.
The patron informed the bar-
tender that the White Russian
is Kahlua, vodka, and cream.
Simple enough.

There was one problem:
The bar had no heavy cream.
The bartender figured he
would give it a try anyway, sub-
stituting Bailey's Irish Cream
for heavy cream.  The result
was not a White Russian, but
something completely differ-
ent.  The drink quickly caught
on, and after a bit of experi-
mentation the bar settled on a
garnish of cherry and grated

cinnamon for the
newly created
Mudslide.

There are
countless regional
variances in the
Mudslide, but the
recipe below is the
original and one of
the few recipes that
actually allows the
spirits in the drink
to shine.  Contrary
to what the bar-
tender at a resort
may tell you, the
original Mudslide
was not made with ice cream
and chocolate syrup, nor was it
topped with a baseball sized
scoop of whipped cream.

If turning your Mudslide
into a chocolate sundae for
grown ups makes you happy,
go for it.  Having said that, you
owe it to yourself to try the
original as it is optimally bal-
anced in notes of coffee, cocoa,
and cream.  

Is substituting Bailey's
Irish Cream for regular cream
really that much of a game
changer? Absolutely. Bailey's
may be a cream-based liqueur,
but it carries a bit of a kick
from Irish whiskey and some
sweetness from the drink pow-
der, Nesquick.  Yes, that's right,
Nesquick.  The end result is a
creamy, cocoa flavored liqueur
that adds both depth and tex-
ture to the right cocktail.  

Do you have a favorite
Irish Whiskey?  With a bit of
DIY you can make your very
own Irish cream at home fol-
lowing any number of recipes
online.  You'll need whiskey,
cream and Nesquick.

Kahlua is the secret

weapon in the
White Russian, and
has any number of
dessert applica-
tions as well.
Kahlua is a rum-
based coffee
liqueur from
Veracruz, Mexico
that combines the
flavor of 100% ara-
bica coffee with
rum.  Coffee flavor
notes, in any
amount, add
incredible depth to
drinks.  If you pick

up a bottle of Kahlua be sure to
try it with ice cream, or in an
Espresso Martini.  

Even though the grated
cinnamon is the garnish in the
classic Mudslide, do not hold
back!  Don't even think of skip-
ping the cinnamon.

Now that we have suffi-
cient background on our ingre-
dients, let's pour an original
Mudslide.

Begin by pouring equal
amounts of vodka, Kahlua, and
Bailey's into a blender.  Next,
add a cup of crushed ice.
Always add crushed ice imme-
diately before blending to min-
imize dilution.  Also, using
crushed ice in your blended
drinks will yield a smoother
consistency, free of large
chunks of ice.

Blend for 20-30 seconds,
or until the drink is nice and
smooth.

Once poured into the
glass, the folks at the Wreck Bar
add a special touch before
serving.  They fill a straw with
Kahlua before they place the
straw in the drink.  I could take
or leave that part, but that's

how they do it in Grand
Cayman.

If you are counting calo-
ries as part of your New Year's
resolution, the Mudslide
comes in at 556 calories.  If you
are researching statistics
around New Year's resolutions,
approximately 80% of them are
broken by February.

The original Wreck Bar

Mudslide is built in a blender
and served in a chilled Collins
(tall) glass.

Combine in blender:
1.5 oz. vodka
1.5 oz. Kahlua
1.5 oz. Bailey's Irish Cream
1 cup crushed ice
Blend to slushy consisten-

cy and pour into tall glass
Dip straw into Kahlua bot-

tle, fill straw by placing finger
over top of straw

Transfer straw to drink,
garnish with cherry and grated
cinnamon

Until next week, enjoy
responsibly.

How the White Russian 
accidently inspired the Mudslide

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

The Illinois Department
of Public Health (IDPH) and
the Chicago Department of
Public Health (CDPH)
announced eight additional
Illinois cases of coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) variant
B.1.1.7, first identified in the
United Kingdom.

Health officials previously
announced a single case of the
variant in Chicago on Jan. 15,
for a total of nine cases that
have now been reported in
Illinois. The nine cases range
in age from 12 to 63 years and
live in Cook County, including
Chicago. Specimens testing
positive for the variant
through genomic sequencing
were collected between Dec.
29 - Jan. 15.

"With reports of this vari-
ant already in many states in
the U.S., we anticipated its
spread here in Illinois," said
IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike.
"Early studies have found that
this variant spreads more easi-
ly than what we have seen with
the current prevailing variant.
We are following closely to see
if there is evidence that infec-
tions by this variant cause
more severe disease or death.
Based on the information
available now, the vaccine will
still be effective.  Continued
masking and vaccination
when it is your turn remain
our best path to defeating this
virus as quickly as possible."

"We expected to see more
cases of this variant crop up,
and people should know that
the best way to protect them-
selves is continue wearing a
mask, washing hands often,
staying six feet away from oth-
ers and getting vaccinated
when it is your turn," said
CDPH Commissioner Allison

Arwady, M.D.  "CDPH is work-
ing closely with the CDC and
IDPH to contribute to national
SARS-CoV-2 strain surveil-
lance, and building regional
capacity and coordination for
this more advanced, special-
ized molecular laboratory
public health work is a top pri-
ority."

IDPH will continue to
work with local health depart-
ments, academic partners,
laboratories, and the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) to monitor
for cases.  IDPH has increased
its surveillance for this and
other variants by performing
genomic sequence testing on
an increased number of speci-
mens.

Viruses constantly change
and new variants are expected.
In addition to the B.1.1.7 vari-
ant, another variant, 1.351 has
emerged in South Africa, and
another, P.1 in Brazil.

Public health experts are
working to better understand
the potential impact of this
variant, including how the
variant spreads and how it
affects people who are infect-
ed.  The same measures that
have helped protect Illinoisans
from COVID-19 will also help
protect residents from the
variant. Wearing a mask, stay-
ing at least 6 feet apart from
others, avoiding crowds, venti-
lating indoor spaces, and
washing hands frequently
remain the best tools for pre-
venting the spread of this
virus, no matter the strain.

COVID-19 vaccine infor-
mation and data can be found
on the IDPH website at
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid
19/vaccine-faq.

New cases of COVID-19 
variant reported in Illinois

Illinois gas prices have
risen 1.7 cents per gallon in
the past week, averaging
$2.48/g Monday, according to
GasBuddy's daily survey of
4,378 stations. Gas prices in
Illinois are 12.1 cents per gal-
lon higher than a month ago
and stand 6.1 cents per gallon
lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois is priced at
$2.14/g while the most expen-
sive is $2.99/g, a difference of
85.0 cents per gallon.

The lowest price in the
state is $2.14/g while the high-
est is $2.99/g, a difference of
85.0 cents per gallon.The
national average price of gaso-
line has risen 1.1 cents per gal-
lon in the last week, averaging
$2.40/g.

Wilmington’s lowest price
for gas is Gas for Less, on 204 E
Baltimore St. at $2.29/g. Coal
City’s lowest gas price is at the
Shell on the corner of Division
and Broadway at $2.47/g. All
Braidwood gas stations are at
$2.49/g.

The national average is up
14.4 cents per gallon from a
month ago and stands 12.6

cents per gallon lower than a
year ago.

“Finally, after several
weeks of sharply rising gas
prices, the pace of price
increases has slowed signifi-
cantly in recent days as prices
are now largely caught up to
oil's increases as of late,” said
Patrick De Haan, head of
petroleum analysis for
GasBuddy.

“While the national aver-
age remains at its highest level
since the pandemic, increases
are likely to slow down in the
immediate short-term unless
and until oil prices see
renewed momentum. When it
comes to demand, Pay with
GasBuddy data showed last
week's gasoline demand at its
highest level since November,
another bullish factor as the
nation continues to see slow
improvement from the pan-
demic.”

Illinois gas prices
keep risingThe Will County Audubon

Chapter will host an entertain-
ing program online entitled
“The Enigma of Bird Behavior”
presented by John Kricher.

Kricher taught ecology
and ornithology at Wheaton
College (Massachusetts) for 48
years. His quest to learn ecolo-
gy and to watch birds has
taken him to over 30 countries
and to all the continents.

He is a fellow in the
American Ornithological
Society and past president of
the Wilson Ornithological
Society, the Association of
Field Ornithologists, and the
Nuttall Ornithological Club,
Massachusetts.

The free program will be

held at 7:15 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 11 via Zoom. A short busi-
ness meeting of the Audubon
chapter will be held at 7 p.m.

Kricher has authored 10
books including The New
Neotropical Companion
(2017).  His most recent book is
Peterson Reference Guide to
Bird Behavior (2020).  He lives
with his wife Martha Vaughan
in Hingham.

Will County Audubon
meetings and programs are
free and open to the public.

Newsletter recipients will
get the zoom invitation via
email. The public will find the
zoom invitation at www.will-
countyaudubon.org 

Free Zoom event to
highlight bird behavior

Northern Illinois
University in DeKalb
announces its fall 2020 dean's
list students.

Area students included in
the list are Skyler Hibbard,
Alicia LaRouech and Reid
Scott, of Coal City; Marissa
Osborne, of Essex and Araya
Benegas and Zoe Noonan, of
Mazon. 

Students must meet a
minimum semester grade
point average of 3.5 on a 4.0
scale in the College of
Engineering and Engineering
Technology or a minimum of
3.75 on a 4.0 scale in the col-
leges of Business, Education,
Health and Human Sciences,
Liberal Arts and Sciences, and
Visual and Performing Arts.

NIU names fall dean’s list
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BCUSTER PARK—Rosetta Billings,
83, of Custer Park, passed away Sunday,
Jan. 24, 2021 at her home surrounded
by family.

Born Nov. 7, 1937 in Ethel, WV,
Rosetta Dale was a daughter of Hilary
Herman and Cynthia Rebecca
(Metheney) Jones. She was raised and
educated in West Virginia, and on July
16, 1960, Rose married Bobby Billings in
her sister’s home in Cicero, IL.

Rose was an avid Chicago Cubs and
Green Bay Packer’s fan. She enjoyed playing
cards and traveling. She was blessed to have
visited more than 45 states throughout the
country; loved camping in their 5th wheel
camper, and enjoyed being able to spend many
winter seasons in Florida. Rose worked for the
Custer Park Elementary School for 10 years as a
lunch server, and will be most remembered as a
wonderful homemaker and caregiver of her
family. She was truly a beloved wife, mother
and grandmother.

Survivors include her husband of 60 years,
Bobby; children, Cindy (Wayne) Erdmann, of
Custer Park and Harold (Jackie) Billings, of Coal
City; grandchildren: Megan (Tyler) Graham, of
Buckingham; Beth (Steve) Gans, of Odell;
Colton (fiancée Haley Kenny) Billings, of Coal
City; Caleb (Paige) Billings, of Bourbonnais;
Grant (fiancée Mary-Caroline Kennis) Billings,
of Louisville, KY; Brandon Billings, of Manteno
and Mia Billings (T.J. Daufenbach), of Coal City;
great-grandchildren: Steven Gans, Finley
Graham and Brooks Billings; siblings: Jeanetta
(Shirl) Wolfe and Ray (the late Dreama) Jones,
both of West Virginia; James (Faye) Jones, of
Florida and Loretta (Mike) Hambrick, Kathy
(Floyd) Clay, Vernon Bailey, and Hollie David
(Mary) Bailey, all of West Virginia; sisters-in-law,

Janie Jones and Mary Jones, both of West
Virginia and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Rose was preceded in death by
her parents, step-father, Vernon Bailey
and two brothers, Paul Jones and
Thomas Jones.

The family will receive friends for
a visitation at Baskerville Funeral

Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd. in Wilmington
on Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021 from 10 a.m.

until the time of funeral service at 1 p.m.
Grant Billings and Tim Wolfe will officiate. Face
masks will be required and social distancing
practices will be in order. The funeral home
staff will assist the family in maintaining cur-
rent restrictions and guidelines.

Those wishing to participate in the funeral
services virtually are welcome to join the live
stream beginning on Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021 at
1 p.m. A link for the event will be available on
Rose’s memorial page.

Burial will follow in Custer Township
Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be: Colton Billings, Caleb
Billings, Grant Billings, Brandon Billings, Tyler
Graham and Steve Gans.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Rose's memory to: Uplifted Hospice, 482
Main Street NW, Bourbonnais, IL 60914.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Rose’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Rose-
Billings

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Rosetta Billings

COAL CITY—Margaret Marie Adams,
95, of Coal City, passed away Friday, Jan.
22, 2021 at Heritage Health in Dwight.

She was born on Aug. 11, 1925 to
Dominic and Julia (nee Peredetto)
Bertoglio. She was born and raised in
the Coal City area, graduating as
Salutatorian from Coal City High
School class of 1942. Margaret married
John Adams, who was from South
Wilmington, on March 7, 1943 in Morris.
She worked as a secretary for many busi-
nesses over the years including in the 1940's at
the Joliet Arsenal, in the 1970's at Kerns
Furniture, North American Furniture and
McCluckie Oil, and in the 1980's as an Assistant
H.R. Manager for Stepan Chemical, all while
raising her family. Margaret was very active in
her community, belonging to the Assumption
Catholic Church, the Martha's and the Coal
City Junior Women's Club. She was also hon-
ored as Woman of the Year. After retirement,
Margaret provided in home care to many local
residents. She enjoyed being a seamstress, cro-
cheting, quilting and baking. She was an avid
card player and enjoyed cooking Italian Sunday
dinners.

She is survived by her children: Sue Ann
(Steven) Wright, Julie (Gary) Hughes and John
Jr. (Bonnie) Adams; nine grandchildren: Stacy
(Doug) Rivara, Adam (Amber) Walsh, Joanna
(Michael) Filippini, Jason Hughes, Gina (Matt)
Weidling, Sara (Steve) Paulsen, AJ (Liz) Adams,
Emily (Mari) Adams-Vielma and Seth Adams;
eight great-grandchildren: Bailey and Riley

Rivara, Davis and Maddie Walsh, Morgan
and Maggie Filippini and Taylor and
Kaitlyn Noel; sister, Lucille (the late
Bill) Wolfe, sisters-in-law, Sharon (the
late Dominic) Bertoglio and Betty
(the late George) Adams. Also surviv-
ing are numerous nieces and
nephews. 

She is preceded in death by her
parents, Dominic and Julia Bertoglio;

her husband of 58 years, John Adams;
brother and sister-in-law, Joseph and Janice

Bertoglio; brother, Dominic Bertoglio; brother-
in-law, George Adams; brother and sister-in-
law, Cody (Shirley) Adams and Bill Wolfe and
sister and brother-in-law, Edna Mae (Celestine)
Ciluffo.

Memorials in Margaret's name may be
directed to the Coal City Food Pantry, 245 S.
Kankakee St., Coal City, IL 60416.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on
Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021 at the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church in Coal
City with Reverend Raed Bader officiating.
Burial followed at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in
Braidwood.

Pallbearers were Margaret's grandchildren:
Doug Rivara, Adam Walsh, Michael Filippini,
Jason Hughes, Matt Weidling, Steve Paulsen, AJ
Adams and Seth Adams.

Friends and family are encouraged to sign
the online guestbook at www.
ferrarifuneral.com

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City were
entrusted with arrangements.

Margaret Adams

TAMPA, FL—Gary “Poppa” Arnold,
74, passed away in Tampa, FL after a 30
year battle with heart disease, a heart
transplant, and kidney failure. Born
Dec. 7, 1946, Gary was raised in Coal
City, where he graduated and married
the love of his life, Donna (Benson).
They raised their three girls in Coal
City before moving to Florida in 1991. 

Poppa was an auto body repair
man, detailing vehicles, tinkering in the
garage and in the kitchen. He was the mas-
ter of the grill, baked the best cinnamon rolls,
loved bowling, cruise vacations, casinos, and
cruising to the oldies in his Dodge Ram. His
lasting legacy is that he taught his children and
grandchildren the importance and value of
family. 

Gary is his survived by “his girls:”
Kalene (Brian) Farrell, Krystl (Paul)
Nicoletti and Kandi Custer; his grand-
children, who he loved so deeply:
Brandan (Lynze) Nicoletti, Kyle
Custer, Jakob (Misty) Nicoletti and
Bethani Nicoletti. The last seven years
he was also blessed with five great-

grandchildren: Braylyn, Weston,
Briella, Blake and Tristan. Poppa also

proudly called Juan, Lisa, JJ and Lia
Alfonzo, Tara Cooper, Jessica Brosey and Jen

Lynch his family.
Gary was preceded in death seven short

months ago by his wife, Donna, on June 9, 2020.
A private ceremony scattering their ashes
together at sea at sunset on Jan. 29, 2021 is
planned.

Gary Arnold

CHANNAHON—Paul Scott Ashley, 49,
of Channahon and formerly of Joliet,
passed away Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021 at
Amita Saint Joseph Medical Center in
Joliet.

Born March 29, 1971 in Oak Lawn,
IL, Paul Scott was a son of Anne Marie
(Czajka) Bombis. He was raised and
educated in Chicago and attended
Brother Rice High School.

Paul was an active member of
Families of Faith Church in Channahon,
and a fan of both the Chicago Cubs and Bears.
A true outdoor enthusiast, Paul enjoyed hiking
and kayaking with his wife, Gretchen, as well as
traveling and taking road trips.

Paul was a true selfless individual, and was
always looking to help others. Above all, Paul
cherished his beloved pets, and simply loved
spending time with his family, as well as his
church.

Survivors include his wife, Gretchen (nee
Budde); mother, Anne Marie Bombis; daugh-
ters, Olivia Ashley and Christina (Brandon)
Andreasan; three grandchildren: Jaxson, Tyler
Jr. and Macauley; one sister, Michelle Bombis;
his father-in-law, Mike (Kathy) Budde; mother-

in-law, Diane (Joe) Twardak; brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law: Mike (Gina)

Budde, Breanna Briar, Brittany Budde
(Kory Webb), Lindsey (Devinder)
Dhaliwal and Stephanie Twardak,
and nieces and nephews: Travis,
Kylee, Michael, Dominic and
Adelyne.

The family will receive friends for
a visitation at Families of Faith Church,

24466 W. Eames St. (US Route 6) in
Channahon on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021

from 12 p.m. until the time of service and cele-
bration of life at 2 p.m. Pastor Joe Pospischil will
officiate, and cremation rites will be accorded
at the conclusion of the services.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
in Paul’s memory to Families of Faith Church,
P.O. Box 518, Channahon, IL 60410.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guestbook, upload photographs and share
Paul’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto: www.Reeves-
Baskerville.com/obituary/Paul-Ashley

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes. 

Paul Ashley

GENEVA, IL— Faye L. Cassingham,
92, of Geneva, IL, passed away Friday,
Jan. 15, 2021. 

Born June, 11, 1928 in
Wilmington. Faye was the daughter of
Louis and Josephine (Jacque)
Cassingham. Faye lived most of her
life in Batavia and Geneva. She gradu-
ated in 1950 with a bachelor of arts
degree in education from Illinois
Wesleyan University in Bloomington. She
was a member of the Kappa Delta Sorority.

After teaching school for a few years, she
joined Pier 1 Imports as an administrative
assistant for many years. Later in life she

worked as a volunteer at Delnor Hospital
in Geneva for 13 years and was a mem-

ber of the Friends of the Batavia Public
Library. She also loved classical
music, travel, golf and reading. She
wove large, comfortable area rugs in
her spare time.

Survivors include six nieces and
nephews and their families and many

cousins.
Faye was preceded in death by her

parents, sister, Gwen who died in infancy;
and her brother, Jacque.

Yurs Funeral Home in St. Charles, IL is
assisting with private arrangements.

Faye L. Cassingham

COAL CITY—Celeste Marianna
Edwards, 101, and a lifelong resident of
Coal City, passed away Tuesday, Jan. 19,
2021 at Heritage Health of Dwight dur-
ing the COVID Pandemic of 2020-21.

Born April 23, 1919 in Coal City,
during the Spanish Influenza
Pandemic of 1918-19, Celeste was a
daughter of Celestino and Marianna
(Savant) Togliatti. She was the 7th child
born to Celestino and Marianna. She was
raised by her mother and older siblings due
to her father’s death, which was a result of the
1918-19 Spanish Influenza 5 months prior to
her birth. She graduated with the class of 1935
from Coal City High School, and on Sept. 24,
1938, Celeste married John “Jack” James
Edwards in the Rectory of Assumption Catholic
Church in Coal City. Following the death of Jack
in 1961, Celeste gained employment with
UniRoyal, where she worked until her retire-
ment. She was a member of Assumption
Catholic Church and served as Secretary for the
Village of Eileen.

One who loved handiwork, she was a
skilled and talented seamstress, Celeste enjoyed
quilting, and was proud to have made many
quilts for her relatives. Each new bride and new
baby in the family was the recipient of one of
her quilts. In addition, she tailored many
clothes and passed a great amount of time knit-
ting and crocheting. Celeste was a pristine
homemaker, and will be remembered for her
homemade ravioli, as well as kolaczkis and
gnocchi. She also took pleasure tending to her
home, flower beds and garden.

Survivors include her three daughters:
Sharon (Gary) Bunton, of Coal City; Karen
(Jack) Nicoletti, of California and Jacquelyn
(Raymond) Hren, of Coal City; 10 grandchil-
dren: Celeste (Mike) Sheridan, John (Ellen)

Bunton, Ryan (Sheila) Bunton, Brock
(Natalie) Bunton, John (Annie)

Nicoletti, Jason (Suzi) Nicoletti, Jenelle
(Joe) Maris, John (Jill) Hren,
Christopher (Kelley) Hren and Nicole
(Gideon) Blustein; 24 great-grand-
children and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Celeste was preceded in death by
her parents, husband, Jack and six sib-

lings.
A private Mass of Christian Burial will

be celebrated at Assumption Catholic Church in
Coal City, with Reverend Sebastian Gargol pre-
siding. Those wishing to participate in Celeste's
services virtually, are welcome to watch the live-
streamed service on Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021
beginning at 10:30 a.m. A link for the event will
be available on Celeste's memorial page.

Burial will be in Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery, where Celeste will be laid to rest with
her late husband, Jack. Her grandchildren will
serve as pallbearers and honorary pallbearers. 

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Celeste’s memory to Assumption Catholic
Church, Unit #1 Foundation and Joliet Area
Hospice.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs, and share
Celeste’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto: www.
ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Celeste-Edwards

To read a comprehensive biography called
‘Celeste Edwards - A Remarkable Life,' which
was compiled by Celeste's granddaughter,
Celeste Sheridan, follow the
link: <https://online.fliphtml5.com/kaqqw/blb
d/?1611462427873

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City. 

Celeste Edwards

WASHINGTON—John M.
Hentze, 73, former resident of
Wilmington, passed away
on Nov. 26, 2020 in

Spokane, WA.
He was born March 31, 1947 at

Morenci, AZ, the third child of Melvin
and Doris Hentze. John graduated
from Wilmington High School, was a
member of the class of  1965 and gradu-
ated from MacMurray College in
Jacksonville, IL in 1969. He was drafted into
military service and served in Vietnam. At the
conclusion of his service he was honorably dis-

charged.
John is survived by three sisters:

Charlotte (Henry) Dieringer, of Venice
FL; Pam (Joe) Ewan, of Colville, WA
and Janet Hentze, of Vancouver, WA.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Melvin (Mel) and Doris
(Bullock) Hentze.

Cremation rites were accorded.
John’s remains will be inurned at a later

date at Veterans’ Administration
Cemetery in Spokane, WA.

John M. Hentze

Margaret “Peggy” M. Richie, 85, died
Saturday, January 23, 2021, at Morris
Hospital.

Margaret was born Sept. 8, 1935 in
rural Dwight to Kenneth and Mary
(Wilkey) Black. She married Robert
Richie on Feb. 14, 1970. He preceded
her in death on May 6, 2002. 

Margaret graduated from Dwight
Township High School in 1953. She
retired from Natural Gas Pipeline
Company, Herscher in 1997. She enjoyed
watching Wheel of Fortune, gardening, fishing,
and puzzles.

She is survived by four daughters: Brenda
(Bob) Chellson, of Campus; Tamela (Troy)
Quinley, of Odell; Elizabeth (fiancée: Jeff
Friddle) Hausman, of Coal City and Gina
(Gregg) Dockins, of LaSalle; two sons, Craig
(Kelli) Rafferty, of Campus and Jeffery (Stacy)
Richie, of Dwight; 10 grandchildren: Kiedra
(Craig) Meece, Jason (Kimberly) Simmons,
Shane (Shawna) Cuddy, Jamie (Josh) Horton,
Patrick (Ashley) Rafferty, Tanisha (Luke) St.

John, Taylor Richie, Sophia Richie,
Allison Hausman and Logan Hausman;
13 great-grandchildren, two sisters,
Juanita Cable, of Mazon and Linda
Oster, of Godley; one half-sister,
Shirley Nelson, of Glasgow, KY; one
half-brother, Lee (Lisa) Black, of
Kentucky and many nieces and

nephews. She was
preceded in death by her parents, her

husband, a son, Daryl Harlon Rafferty;
two daughters-in-law, Lori and Sabrina

Richie and one sister, Jean Bunting.
Margaret would like to be remembered as a

loving Mother and Grandmother.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made

to the Campus/Emington Fire Department or a
charity of the donor’s choice.

Family and friends can sign the online
guestbook at www.calvertmemorial.com.

Cremation rites were accorded. Hager
Memorial Home is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Margaret M. Richie

WILMINGTON—Jean Sarrazin, 90,
of Wilmington, passed away Thursday,
Jan. 21, 2021 at Regency Care of
Morris.

Born Jan. 19, 1931 in Middlesex,
England, Jean was a daughter of
Edwin and Edith (O’Brian)
Powlesland. She was raised in the
suburbs of London and on Feb. 14,
1953, Jean married Paul E. Sarrazin
on the South Ruislip USAF Base in
London. Soon thereafter, Jean immi-
grated to the United States with her
husband and first born son. They lived
throughout the United States where Paul
was called to duty until moving from California
to Scott Air Force Base in Illinois in 1964. It was
here that Paul retired from the service, and the
family relocated to Wilmington in late 1966.

In addition to raising her family, Jean
worked for Braun Sales in Wilmington before
gaining employment with Royal Willow Nursing
Home, where she worked for 25 years until her
retirement. Jean was proud to have gained her
US Citizenship in the late 1980’s, as well as
attain her driver’s license. She never lost sight of
her heritage and was honored to hold her dual
citizenship with the US and England. She was a
member of the First Presbyterian Church in
Wilmington where she enjoyed singing in the
choir, and was a diehard Chicago Cub’s fan.

One who had a servants heart, it was not
uncommon for Jean over the years to bring
home a resident from work for the holidays, and
she always put others ahead of herself. She was
a true prim and proper English lady, who
enjoyed a good cup of tea, and excelled in the
kitchen with notable dishes such as her roast
beef, shepherds pie and Yorkshire pudding.
Having not gained her driver’s license until later
in life, she could often be found riding her bike,
and she cherished looking after her grandchil-
dren. Jean enjoyed knitting, and leaves behind
both heirloom blankets and sweaters. She was a
wonderful ballroom dancer; enjoyed listening
to her albums on the record player, and
indulging in Kit Kats and Cadbury Bars. Jean
loved going out to eat, and many memories
were created at Al’s Steakhouse and Red
Lobster, or as Jean would refer to “The Lobster.”

Gone from our sight, Jean Sarrazin, a wife,
mother, nan, sister and friend, leaves behind a
priceless collection of memories to those who
were honored to know and love her. May her
memory be eternal.

Survivors include her four children: Paul
“Stephen” (Pam) Sarrazin, of Streator, IL; Dale

(Jacqueline) Sarrazin, of Paris, IL; David
(Valerie) Sarrazin, of Robbins, NC and

Carolyn (Randy) Koehn, of Dwight;
nine grandchildren: Bridgett (Jason)
Broman, Brian (Kristine) Sarrazin,
Tiffany (Troy) Cassiday, Veronica
Sarrazin, Gabrielle (Mike) Frey, Eric
(Carly) Koehn, Todd (Marissa)
Koehn, Alec Brownlee and Alyssa
Brownlee (Kaidon Hibler); 11 great-

grandchildren and one sister,
Daphne (Jim) Murphy, of Perth,

Australia, as well as numerous nieces
and nephews.
Jean was preceded in death by her par-

ents; husband, Paul on June 1, 2012 and three
brothers.

The family will receive friends for a COVID
observant walk through visitation at Baskerville
Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Road in
Wilmington on Friday, Jan. 29, 2021 from 10-11
a.m. 

Face masks and measures of social distanc-
ing will be followed, and the funeral home staff
will assist the family to ensure current restric-
tions are in order.

A private family service will follow with Rev.
Dr. Roy Backus officiating.

Those wishing to participate in the funeral
services virtually are welcome to join the live
streamed service on Friday, Jan. 29, 2021 begin-
ning at 11 a.m. A link to the event will be avail-
able on Jean’s memorial page.

Burial will be in Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Elwood, where Jean will be laid to
rest with her late husband, Paul.

The family wishes to extend sincere appre-
ciation to Heritage Woods of Dwight, as well as
Regency Care of Morris, especially Jessica
Wilkey and Kaitlyn Harty for their continued
love and support over the past years. A heartfelt
thank you is also extended to Joliet Area
Community Hospice for their tremendous serv-
ices provided to Jean in her final days.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts
in Jean’s memory to Regency Care of Morris
Activities Department or to the Alzheimer’s
Association.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Jean’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto: www.Baskerville
Funeral.com/obituary/Jean-Sarrazin

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington. 

Jean Sarrazin
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DWIGHT—Margaret Ann Stahler, 84,
a resident of Heritage Health in Dwight
and formerly of Watseka, passed away
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021.

Born Oct. 9, 1936 in Granville, IL,
Margaret Ann was a daughter of
Charles and Mary (Gordon) Talty. She
was raised in Coal City and graduated
from Coal City High School. On April
19, 1958 Margaret married Frank Joseph
Stahler Jr. and together they raised three
children.

Margaret was a member of St. Edmund
Catholic Church in Watseka, and was a member
of the Grandmothers Club, as well the Royal
Neighbors, Farm Bureau and Rural Letter
Carriers Association. She greatly enjoyed travel-
ing, having visited all 50 states, and she enjoyed
playing bingo. Margaret was also a great collec-
tor and took pleasure in going to yard sales.

Survivors include her three children:
William (Betsy) Stahler, of Coal City; Teresa
Stahler, of Bradley and David (Julie) Stahler, of
Bartlett; seven grandchildren: Mary (Sam)
Spurney, of Kohler, WI; James (Cassie) Stahler,
of Cambridge, IL; Andrew LaReau, of Chicago;
Melissa LaReau, of Bradley, IL and Rebecca
Stahler, Joseph Stahler and Stephen Stahler, all
of Bartlett; two great-grandchildren, Lena

Spurney and Theodore Stahler, and one
sister-in-law, Helen Talty, of Coal City,

as well as numerous nieces and
nephews.

Margaret was preceded in death
by her parents, husband, Frank
(1999); brothers: James Talty, Thomas
Talty and William Talty, and one sis-

ter, Patricia at birth.
Funeral services were held

Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 in Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Roman Catholic

Church in Coal City. A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated with Reverend Raed Bader pre-
siding.

Burial was in Saint Patrick Cemetery in
Ransom, where Margaret will be laid to rest
with her late husband. Her grandchildren acted
as pallbearers.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Margaret’s memorial page online through
social media by logging onto:
www.ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Margaret-
Stahler

Funeral services and arrangements were
made under the direction and care of Reeves
Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Margaret Stahler
ELWOOD—Thomas Lucas Vaughn,

40, of Elwood and formerly of
Braidwood, passed away unexpectedly
on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021 as the result
of a motor vehicle accident.

Born June 15, 1980 in Joliet,
Thomas Lucas was a son of Tammie
(nee Lucas) Parrish and Douglas
Vaughn. He was raised in Elwood,
moved to Braidwood in Junior High, and
graduated from Reed Custer High School
in 1998, where he excelled as a linebacker
with Reed Custer football. Tom went on to go
through the apprenticeship program with Local
150, and has worked as an operating engineer
for the past 20 years. In addition to being a
member of Local 150 Operating Engineers, Tom
belonged to the South Wilmington Sportsman’s
Club.

One who loved the outdoors, fishing and
four wheeling, Tom had a dare devil demeanor
and was known to always be on ‘Tom’s time.’ He
will most be remembered for his contagious
smile and laugh.

Survivors include his two children: Lucas
Austin Vaughn, of Essex and Bailey Grace
Vaughn, of Glen Ellyn; his parents, Tammie
(Ronald) Parrish, of Morris and Douglas
Vaughn, of Elwood; brother, Mark (Ashley)
Vaughn; sisters: Rachel Gibson, Bre Parrish and
Alyssa Parrish; nieces and nephews: Makiah,
Tyler, Caeden, Nolan, Annistyn, Elliette, Audrey

and Kade, as well as Lydia and Zoei, who
are the children of Megan and Corey

Mikula; grandparents: John Lucas, of
Shorewood and Lily Simenson and
Don and Susie Parrish, both of
Wilmington and aunts and uncles:
Barb Lucas, Angela (Wes) Breton,
Tony Lucas, Bob Lucas, Jody (Lyle)

Sabotta, John Vaughn, Brooke Grimes,
and Jill (Brian) Gill, as well as his girl-

friend, Melinda Botha.
Tom was preceded in death by his

grandparents: Sonja Lucas, Sherrie Lucas,
Thomas Vaughn, Peggy and Bob Benham, and
John Simenson, and his nephew, Liam Vaughn.

The family will receive friends for a memo-
rial visitation at Ignite Christian Church, 1180
W. First St. in Braidwood on Saturday, Jan. 30,
2021 from 1 p.m. until the time of memorial
service at 4 p.m. Pastor Jeff Whittum will offici-
ate.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and share
Tom’s memorial page online through social
media by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/Thoma
s-Vaughn

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

Thomas Vaughn

KINSMAN—Mark S. Wilber, 63, of
Kinsman, passed away Friday, Jan. 22,
2021 at Morris Hospital.

Born April 8, 1957 in Gary, IN,
Mark was a son of Lloyd and Elizabeth
Grace (Johnson) Wilber.

A guy who loved being outdoors
and was a gun enthusiast, Mark will
most be remembered for his love of
fishing, and an avid motocross rider.

Survivors include three brothers:
Craig (Denise) Wilber, of Newburn, NC;
Michael Wilber, of Kinsman and Russ (Theresa)
Wilber, of Verona; nieces and nephews: Kelly
Wilber (Jason Kuder), Rachel (Justin) Kolthoff,
Michelle Wilber and Scott Johnson, and great-
nieces and great-nephews: Aiden, Jackson,
Emma and Avery.

Mark was preceded in death by his
parents and three brothers: Howard,
John and Brian in infancy.

Funeral services were held
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021 at Reeves
Funeral Home in Coal City with Rev.
Dr. Roy Backus officiating. Burial was
in Oakwood Cemetery, Wilmington,

where Mark was laid to rest in the
Wilber family lot.

Family and friends are encouraged to
sign the guest book, upload photographs

and share Mark’s memorial page online
through social media by logging onto: www.
ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Mark-Wilber.

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes.

Mark S. Wilber
REDDICK—Linnea Ann Winter, 77, of

Reddick, IL passed away Wednesday, Jan.
20, 2021 at Spring Creek Nursing Home
in Joliet.  Born Oct. 9, 1943 in Chicago,
she was the daughter of Francis and
Helen Kujawski.  

Linnea was a member of the
Church of Hope and the American
Legion Auxiliary Post #663, both in
Gardner.  She was previously the part
owner of Natures Gifts that was located in
the Yorktown Mall and retired as a field
worker within the mental health organization.
Linnea was a former Girl Scout leader and also
enjoyed teaching CCD. Her hobbies included
playing bingo, knitting, crocheting, reading,
and most importantly, enjoyed spending time
with her family and her grandchildren. 

Surviving is her husband of 26 years, Jerry
Van Winter Sr., who she married Nov. 18, 1994 in
Wheaton, IL; one son, Jerry Van (Laura) Winter
Jr., of Geneva, IL; three daughters: Dawn
Murphy, of Bolingbrook, IL; Dayna (Don)

Schallar, of Orlando, FL and Desiree
(Rick) Mahr, of East Brooklyn, IL; nine

grandchildren: Christopher Murphy,
Melyssa (Pat) Goulding, Justin and
Josh Schallar, Max and Ashley Winter,
Madeline Mahr, Samantha Mahr,
and Eric Murphy; nine great-grand-
children; two sisters, Marlene

(Russell) Kasten, of Wheaton, IL and
Judy Bernico, of Louisburg, TN; and

numerous nieces, nephew, and their
families.  
Linnea was preceded in death by her par-

ents.
Cremation rites have been accorded and

memorial services will be held at a later date.
For more information and to visit her online
guestbook, please log on to www.rwpatterson-
funeralhomes.com   or find them on Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory, 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in
charge of arrangements.

Linnea Winter



Dear EarthTalk: Are hunters
really the biggest conservation-
ists in America?

- Joe W., Raleigh, NC
Hunters do play a large

part in conservation efforts
across the U.S. through their
taxes, licenses and donations.
In fact, the National Wildlife
Refuge System itself was
founded by a hunter: President
Theodore Roosevelt. That
being said, the mere act of
hunting alone is not conserva-
tion.

While one can conserve
an animal's pelt, meat, or the
memory of that animal, shoot-
ing and killing an animal, of
course, does not mean that it
has been conserved. However,
hunters take action outside of
hunting in order to maintain
the species' health, environ-
ments and numbers in which
they hunt. In this regard, not
all hunters are conservation-
ists, but many become con-
servationists through hunt-
ing. 

Most of the U.S. govern-
ment's funding for conserva-
tion comes from hunters. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
raises money for wetland
habitat protection through its
program called “Duck
Stamps.” Federal Duck Stamps
are required to be purchased
by all waterfowl hunters, but
they can also be bought by
anyone who would like to con-
tribute to conservation. Since
their creation in 1934, Duck
Stamps have helped conserve
nearly six million acres of habi-
tat.

They also serve as a free
pass into any national wildlife
refuge that charges an entry
fee. Additionally, according to
the Rocket Mountain Elk
Foundation (RMEF), hunters
pay $796 million a year
towards conservation pro-
grams through their state
licenses and fees.

RMEF is largely made up
of hunters, and along with

other similar groups, they esti-
mate that they have added
around $440 million a year to
conservation efforts. Another
federal tax on guns, ammo,
bows and arrows generates
$371 million a year towards
conservation.  

A survey conducted by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
showed that the percentage of
Americans who hunt has
halved over the past 50 years,
and that the decline continues
to accelerate.

Because hunters provide
much of the funding to gov-
ernment conservation pro-
grams, the decreasing popu-
larity of the pastime is taking a
toll on efforts by state and fed-
eral agencies to implement
wildlife habitat restoration

plans and related activities for
the benefit of wildlife.

There are some who see
this decline in hunting as a
positive. People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA),
for example, published a
detailed article citing the
main reasons why they
believe sport hunting is cruel
and unnecessary. They point
out that a substantial percent-

age of animals hunted are shot
but not killed causing an
unnecessary amount of pain
and suffering.

Additionally, they argue
that while natural predators
maintain the balance of an
ecosystem by killing the sickest
and weakest individuals, sport
hunters often try to aim for
large, healthy animals for bet-
ter bragging rights. 

It is undeniable that
hunters contribute to conser-
vation efforts, but the sport
and act of hunting itself has
proven to be a controversial
subject for many.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. See more
at https://emagazine.com. Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.
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SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.

Hunter’s decreasing numbers, taking a
toll on implementing wildlife restoration

AMERICAN HUNTERS pay almost $800 million a year towards con-
servation programs through the purchase of state hunting licens-
es and fees. 

Upper Iowa University
announced its dean's list for
the fall 2020 semester.
Undergraduates with a 3.50 or
better GPA are included.

Among those named to
the dean's list was Logan
Zacharias, of Wilmington, a
Communication Studies
major.

Zacharias
makes 
dean’s list

Fossil Ridge Public Library is now
offering limited walk-in services. Capacity
is limited and there will be a time limit of
one hour to give everyone an opportunity
to use library services. 

Library hours are Monday-Thursday,
9 a.m.-8 p.m., Friday, 9 a.m. 5 p.m. and

Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Curbside pick-up
will continue to be available during all
open hours. All patrons over the age of 2
years are required to wear face coverings
(masks) and maintain social distancing.
Face masks may be purchased for $1 each
at the front desk. Public com-

puters and printing may not be available

until February as the library is replacing

equipment and upgrading printing soft-

ware. For questions, comments or con-

cerns, call the library at 815-458-2187.

Fossil Ridge Library now offering walk-in services

PONTIAC—Michael P. Burke, 73, of
Pontiac, passed away Monday, Jan. 18,
2021 at Wesley Place in Chicago.

Born Nov. 24, 1947 in Pontiac, IL,
Michael was a son of John R. and Mary
Helen (Bradley) Burke. He was raised
in Pontiac; graduated from Pontiac
Township High School with the class
of 1965, and attended Loop College in
Chicago. He went on to graduate from
Bloomington School of Practical Nursing
in 1971 and worked as a ward nurse for the
Department of Corrections before entering
mortuary college. Mike graduated from
Worsham College of Mortuary Science in 1979
and began his apprenticeship with Clancy
Funeral Home in Kankakee, before having the
opportunity to return home to Pontiac. 

He gained employment with the Raleigh J.
Harris Funeral Home of Pontiac in 1980, and in
1981 Mike moved to Cullom, where he began
establishing his legacy of service for the follow-
ing 26 years. Mike funeral directed for the
Raleigh J. Harris Funeral Home until 1992, and
co-owned Martin-Burke Funeral Homes from
1992 until 2007. During this time frame he also
took the position of Livingston County Deputy
Coroner in 1988, which later led to being
named Livingston County Coroner on Nov. 12,
1991. This was a public position, Mike took with
great honor and remained humbled by the job
he did, the people he served and the families
and friends he made.

Mike was an active member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Pontiac, the Knights of
Columbus Council #854 in Pontiac, the B.P.O.
Elks Pontiac Lodge #1019, and the Loyal Order
of Moose Lodge #745 in Bloomington. He was
the United Way co-chair in 2004 and enjoyed
giving history programs on Livingston County
utilizing his collection of postcards. 

Survivors include his daughter and
son-in-law, Joanna and Steven Fief, of
Clarksville, TN; two grandchildren,
Nora Catherine Fief and Gabriel James
Fief; one sister, Kathleen Burke and
one brother, Dr. James B. Burke, both
of Chicago; one sister-in-law, Laurie
Burke, of Iowa and nieces and

nephews: Megan A. (Matt) Bowman, of
Minnesota and Kyle P. Burke, Mary Kate

Burke and Liam J. Burke, all of Pontiac;
two great-nieces and one great-nephew, as

well as cousins and countless friends.
Mike was preceded in death by his parents:

John R. Burke (1999) and Mary Helen Burke
(2018) and one brother, John Kevin Burke
(2011).

A private family Mass of Christian Burial
was held at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
Pontiac and inurnment followed in St. Mary’s
Cemetery, where Mike was laid to rest in the
Burke family lot.

To honor Mike's wishes, the family looks
forward to welcoming everyone to a
Celebration of Life in Pontiac as soon as it is
safe to gather.

The family asked that flowers be omitted.
Preferred memorials may be made as gifts in
Mike’s memory to the Clark Hose Company of
the Pontiac Fire Department, to St. Mary’s
Grade School Building Fund or to Wesley Place-
Chicago Methodist Senior Services.

An online guest book, as well as the record-
ed Mass of Christian Burial, farewell procession
and committal services are available by logging
onto Mike’s Memorial Page at: www.Reeves-
Baskerville.com/obituary/Michael-Burke.

Cremation service and memorial arrange-
ments have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes. 

Michael P. Burke
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Braidwood, 2 BR, stove 
and refrigerator, w/d 
hookup, C/A, garbage 
included,  $850/mo. 
plus security, no pets, 
call 815-458-6208. 
ca1a-4b

AUTOS

2006 Pontiac Torrent, 
new tires, new brakes. 
179,000 miles, runs 
great. $2,500 obo. 
Please email 
lr1506@msn.com.
cc4a-6b

FOR RENT

For rent - 1 car garage, 
storage only. $100 
month. 815-476-2805. 
ca4a-5b

Parking spaces avail-
able for tractor and/or 
straight trucks. 1351 
Brandon Road, Joliet 
60436. If interested call 
815-726-2569 or email 
olthompsontransport@
msn.com  cc2b-6a

HELP WANTED

Experienced legal sec-
retary sought for real 
estate and estate 
planning law firm. 
Candidate must be de-
pendable and moti-
vated.  No phone calls 
please.  Send qualifi-
cations and resume to 
lawoffice60481@gmail
.com  fr2a-4b

HELP WANTED

Personal Assistant 
needed immediately, 
well organized, detail 
oriented, knowledge of 
Microsoft Office. Excel-
lent communication & 
time management 
skills. Will train the right 
person. Pay will be 
based on experience. 
Please send resume to 
he rman@apex fo res t .  
com

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

GET HELP
APPLYING FOR
A FOID CARD

We take color photo-
graphs for gun owners’ 
cards (FOID) for $10 
and help you complete 
the application online. 
Illinois State Police 
won’t answer the FOID 
hotline but you can 
complete your applica-
tion with our computer. 
Call for an appointment 
most days (but Tues-
days) 9a.m. to 4p.m. 
Do not wear white or 
very pale colors. Call 
815-476-7966. The 
Free Press office, 111 
S. Water St., Wilming-
ton. Please wear a 
mask.

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

Brand new 1, 2 or 3 BR 
mobile homes available 
for rent or sale.  Rent 
from $709-$909.  In-
cludes water, sewer & 
trash removal.  Please 
call & talk to Eric about 
financing options.  Call 
815-237-2290 for more 
information. ch2b-6a

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

2009 mobile home for 
sale. 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
in Bookwalter Woods. 
Must be approved by 
park. Asking $11,500. 
For more information 
call 779-456-2877. 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand 
Words 

Photography
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Alling Handyman 
Service

Over 30 yrs. exp., call 
Jason for all your 
renovations or repairs, 
fully insured, fast serv-
ice, 815-263-6081. 
cc3a-6b

Bradley Pest Control
Termite/Pest
Specialist.

Real estate inspection
Rodent Control 
and Exclusion

Call Phil at 
815-405-5020

cc42a-42a

Gas Fireplace Repair. 
38 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
cc49b-22a

Hendron Construction 
Interior Carpentry, 
Cabinet Sales & Instal-
lation, Granite & Quartz 
Countertop Sales, 
Hardwood & Laminate 
Flooring, 10 yard dump 
trailer rental for 
cleanouts and construc-
tion debris, prices start 
at $250 per load. 
815-790-1235 for more 
information or schedule 
free estimate. cc53a-7b

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting,welding 
repairs, seamless gut-
ters, fencing, tree re-
moval, lawn care, Com-
plete Handyman serv-
ice! Bonded and In-
sured, 20 yrs., call 
815-791-5731. cc28bMike Collins Roofing, 

re-shingles and modi-
fied rubber and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, blown-in in-
sulation in attics. 
INSULATION. Get a 
free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Keep your house 
cooler  in summertime 
and warmer in  the win-
ter. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. cc41b-12a

PAINTING
Interior only, 

20 years experience, 
referrals available. 
Call 815-585-0904.

cc4b-8a

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 815-634-0315
or 815-476-7966.  tfn/47b

STORAGE

WANTED

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS
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BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

Coal City senior Riley Ponio won’t be retir-
ing his bat anytime soon as he just committed
to play baseball for Beloit College in Wisconsin.

Riley said it was between Joliet Junior
College and Beloit but was sold on Beloit upon
his first college visit.

“I was first going to go the JUCO route,”
said Ponio. “But when I took my visit up to
Beloit, they made it feel so much like home up
there. The campus was beautiful. It really felt
like a place where I could spend the next four
years.”

Beloit is a small town like Riley is used to so
that influenced his decision. It also helped that
he’d have an easier path to the draft once he
reaches graduation.

“They just signed on a minor league team
from the  Miami Marlins so that was really cool,”
commented Ponio. “The community is really
into the college baseball thing, just like Coal
City is with football, and really every sport
attracts crowds in Coal City. The coaches just
said there’s only 1,200 kids in the school so
you’ll really get to know the professors and that
really appealed to me. Anytime you get to know
your professors on a first name basis is not only
good for learning but just making relationships

in general.”
Ponio plans to pursue a career in graphic

design.
“My plan is to edit photos,” added Ponio.

“I’m really into Photoshop and maybe make like
advertisements so I’m thinking the graphic
design route.”

Ponio doesn’t think he’ll have a problem
keeping his grades up.

“Basically I’m going to go into it the same
way I have been for the past four years in high
school. Before the shutdown, I was a three-
sport athlete and I was always doing something
while balancing school and I know college is
going to be a little more difficult. But as long as
I keep a good routine and a good strategy, I
think I’ll be able to manage it all.”

Riley started playing baseball in tee ball,
basketball in middle school and then football
his freshman year of high school.

“I started baseball as soon as I could,” he
added. “From there it went into the travel and
all that.”

Ponio says baseball is his favorite probably
because he’s been playing it so long.

“Really it was starting out young  and then
always sticking with it, and having my dad
there. My dad was one of the coaches for the
travel team. I think just really starting off from
the jump was what made me fall in love with it.

And since I was doing baseball year-round, I
never got really as intimate as I did with basket-
ball as I did with baseball.”

Ponio said his freshman year he started to
feel like he could actually go far in baseball.

“I kind of had a few people from my high
school travel, Rhino Baseball. They kind of
reached out to me and I ended up getting a try-
out for the team they had at my age. They really
said you’ve got something special and you can
take it to the next level so I just really stuck with
it and I had a great coach in Matt Hines. He’s
been coaching me for the past three years. He
was always pumping out Twitter videos for me.
I just can’t thank him enough.”

With college seniors having a fifth year of
eligibility, that will make it more difficult for
Ponio to get playing time as a freshman. Beloit’s
coach told him everybody gets a fair opportuni-
ty. Fight for your spot.

“He basically sees me coming in fighting
for a starting position mainly at third base but
even a corner outfield spot, he could see me
getting a spot in there. He basically said expect
to play and you’ll travel with us. But just know
you have those fifth year seniors there so you
have to really work if you want to play.”

Riley will be joining a team that was 8-1
under Buccaneers coach Dave DeGeorge before
the pandemic hit. The rest of the season was

canceled, leaving a talented team wanting for
more.

Ponio didn’t see much action during his
sophomore year at Coal City, getting just two at-
bats with an RBI and two runs scored but he hit
much better for Rhino Baseball. So with the
travel experience, he could jump right in and
start at third base.

“I used to play second base and shortstop
when I was younger but I’ve gained a bunch of
weight as I’ve grown, so I don’t have that first
step quickness anymore. So coach  Dave said he
sees me as a corner infielder or corner outfield-
er type of guy. But having that past knowledge
of playing second and short, it just makes me
really versatile.”

Ponio is determined to do what he has to to
stay in shape.

“Really when I get there I am going to start
a nice workout routine. I’m going to go to their
new facility and I’m going to get on a meal plan
so I can start eating a little better. I’m really
looking overall to get more healthy.

“I’m hoping to build the best relationships
with the coaches and players for the first couple
of years, and then after that, it’s just basically
working as hard as I possibly can to play and be
that everyday player they can count on.”

Ponio hopes to be a go-to guy at Beloit College

BY SHAWN LONG 
SPORTS WRITER

If winter sports had started back in
November, there’s good reason to believe the
Coal City wrestlers right now would be gearing
up for regionals and sectionals for a return to
the state tournament individually, and as a
team. My guess is the boys basketball team
would being adjusting to stay competitive while
the Lady Coaler basketball team would be bet-
ter than they were. 

CCHS wrestlers reload
In the case of the wrestlers, who ended up

taking second at state during the 2020 Class 1A
dual team, they lost eight seniors including
two-time state champion and four-time state
placer Daniel Jezik. While they have weights to
fill, there's reason to believe they'd be just fine.
They might not win state but they'll be down
there again.

They have four  state qualifiers back in
Connor Huston (138), Zach Finch (126), Ashton
Harvey (170), Matteo Blessing (113) and Gabe
Ludes (145).

Huston is two-time state qualifier, placing
at 113 pounds during his freshman season. The
senior is ranked ninth at 138 in the Illinois
Wrestling Coaches and Officials Association
ranking system. Four of the top wrestlers in that
class graduated so that'd be reason to believe
Huston could take over one of those top spots.

His top competitor in the Illinois Central
Eight continues to be Adell Gamboa from Reed-
Custer. The two split the season series during
the 2019-20 season and will look to renew that
rivalry if they meet up in 2021. He had 35 wins
and eight losses. 

Zach Finch qualified for state for the first
time last season. He bowed out in wrestlebacks
but it'd be no surprise if he cracked a top spot
this season. He is currently the 13th ranked
wrestler in a class that consists of Dwight's
Dillon Sarff, who was also a qualifier at 126.
Finch will rank in the area at 126 with
Wilmington's team still young and with Reed-

Custer being thin at the lower weights. A posi-
tive for Finch is  Bishop McNamara's impressive
126-pounder, Caleb MaGruder, has graduated.
Finch was 36-14.

Harvey qualified for state for the second
straight year after at 160. The junior would have
a great chance to get to state again with the
class not only thinning out but there is really no
one within the area he has to worry about until
he gets to sectionals and state. 

The two-time state champion from Prairie
Central, Logan Deceatis will be back at the class
as well as Andrew Wenzel from Dakota that
pinned Harvey three times a year. They will
both be seniors so once Harvey gets to that
point, he might have trouble. Harvey finished
his sophomore year with a 30-10 record.

Blessing had an impressive start as a fresh-
man at 113 pounds. He fell in both state match-
es, he finished with a 36-21 record. He will have
to compete against a very solid 113 class that
includes his rival from Reed-Custer Ryan
Tribble, who also made it to state. Tribble beat
Blessing by way of a technical fall the first time
and then Blessing came back to narrow the gap
to a 7-3 win for Tribble. Another very good
wrestler in the class that most likely see leading
up to the state tournament is Joliet Catholic
Academy's Michael DiBenedetto that beat
Blessing by way of a fall.

Ludes  qualified for state at 145 pounds,
falling in wrestlebacks. He battle well against
Jack Narine from Wilmington, who also made
state. The two split wins last season with the last
of which being a pin by Ludes. He also will ben-
efit with some of the top wrestlers graduating.
The senior has a good chance to make it back to
state for the second straight year. He finished
the season 28-22.

Another impressive wrestler they will have
At 152, sophomore Joey Breneman is also

impressive. He finished his freshman season
with a record of 20-10 bowing out in regionals.
He'll have a good chance to make it to state in a
thinner 152 field with some of the top oppo-
nents graduating. 

Another top wrestler at 120 pounds would

be sophomore Derek Carlson, who put on a
show as a freshman with a record of 24-18. He'll
have a better chance with Reed-Custer's Bobby
Mann and Peotone's Pauley Keane graduating.

Coal City breeds great wrestlers through
their Lil Coalers program so there are other
standouts still in the making. Their eighth
graders were undefeated leading up to the state
tournament that was canceled due to the coro-
navirus so there will be contributing under-
classmen joining the Coalers. As of now, the
summer season that includes wrestling, is still
on and is slated to start April 19. 

Basketball potential
The reigning regional champion Coalers

beat Pontiac in the title game last year. 
Yes, they lost seven talented seniors who

were contributors in several sports but they will
have some talented athletes back.  Next to
Austin Pullara and Jarrod Garrelts, senior Kyle
Burch was one of their top scorers. He'll be back
to lead a younger team. 

Burch was fourth in points scored, putting
up 109 points, almost 10 points per game. He
will be expected to lead the team and with his
height at 6-4, he creates a mismatch when he
gets near the basket. 

He will be the go-to guy on the court. Other
lettermen returning are seniors Dominic
Wharrie, Thomas Park, Trent Sandeno and Riley
Ponio. They had some decent success on JV as
well but they would also have to play a big role
on  the court if Coal City wants to make anoth-
er postseason run.

Lady Coalers back to winning ways
The girls basketball team, who finished

seventh in the conference with a 3-11 confer-
ence record and a 6-22 overall record, will need
to utilize their standout players  in order to
regain relevance. They already have one of the
best coaches in Brad Schmitt, who would be
going on his 17th year with 265 wins, including
a regional championship in 2010 so they're
already set up for success. 

For the Lady Coalers, they'd be losing eight
talented seniors, including their leader in

threes, Madison Emerson.
But they would be   bringing back  five tal-

ented seniors and a couple different sopho-
mores who will help them win some games. 

Seniors Colleen Feeney, Hayleigh Roach,
Meghan Onsen and Abby Payton are back to
lead the Lady Coalers. All of these girls played a
considerable amount of minutes but  Roach
was the most successful out of the four, scoring
178 points so they will definitely try to get her
the ball whenever possible. Payton would be a
player to score here and there but she was real-
ly good at nabbing rebounds, corralling 32
rebounds. The same went for Roach (5-8) and
Feeney (5-10), who used their height to get up to
battle for the basketball.  Roach pulled down 85
while Feeney pulled down another 70. Onsen
was more like Payton, collecting 50 boards last
year. She scored too but she was more of a play-
er who would go get the ball. 

Sophomores Molly Stiles, Audrey Cooper
and Kerigan Copes are also going to play really
big roles for the Lady Coalers if they hope to be
up there in the conference race.  Cooper scored
57 in a limited role during her freshman season
so she will play a big role. Copes and Stiles
played limited roles throughout the year, and
will look to get some significant playing time
this season. 

There is still hope for the basketball season
as restrictions have been lowered so that start-
ing Monday, teams can practice. Hopefully, this
will lead to the start of winter sports which  have
been sidelined the past two months. Basketball
and wrestling are both categorized as a high risk
sports so that might play into if teams have a
season or not.  

Wrestling teams don't start their season
until April 19th so they have a little bit of time
for the situation to improve but for basketball,
they're set to start soon with football and vol-
leyball so it's still uncertain if they will get that
chance. They would start the spring seasons
with two weeks of practices on February 15th. 

Where Coalers would be without pandemic

BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

Friday Night Lights might
shine after all.

The Illinois High School
Association announced Friday
that high risk sports in some
areas have improved from Tier
1 to Phase 4. That gives some
teams the go-ahead to start
playing games within their
region and conference. 

Coal City High School is in
Region 2 which as of Monday,
advanced to Phase 4, giving
them the greenlight to start

basketball games within their
region and conference.

Reed-Custer and
Wilmington are at Tier 1 still,
being in Region 7 so games
against those teams will have
to wait.

Coal City began practicing
immediately after hearing
their region had moved in Tier
1 last week. Girls baskeball
started practices on Tuesday
while the boys started practic-
ing last Wednesday, January 20. 

District Superintendent
Dr. Kent Bugg, released the
school’s own parameters to fol-
low.

As far as the safety meas-
ures go, they are similar along
the lines of what the IHSA had
sent later that week when Coal
City advanced to Phase 4.
Masks will be required for all
sports. Everyone will be asked
to social distance whenever
possible. There will be temper-
ature checks for players and
coaches, and the school will
record the attendance. The
IHSA has limited  Phase 4 to 50
spectators. 

Spectators are in addition
to players, coaches, media and
game personnel. 

CCHS opened its weight

room last Wednesday with two
sessions available for athletes.
Each session is 40 minutes
long with session one begin-
ning at 3:00 p.m. and session
two starting at 3:50 p.m. to
allow 10 minutes in between
for sanitation of the equip-
ment.

Spring and summer sports
were able to start contact days
on Monday. 

The spring season that
includes football, volleyball
and boys soccer is set to begin
February 15. The summer sea-
son that includes baseball,
softball, girls soccer, track &
field and tennis will still begin
on April 19. Those schedules
will be either confirmed or
changed during the IHSA’s
Board Meeting today
(Wednesday).

In addition to parameters
regarding high school sports,
the Illinois Elementary
Association sent guidelines
pertaining to the start of mid-
dle school seasons. 

Coal City Middle School
can start volleyball practice
this week. Coal City,
Wilmington and Reed-Custer
Middle Schools can all start
volleyball matches after the
practice period is over.

As for boys basketball,
there are to be no middle
school contests held just yet
regardless of the mitigation
level. All three schools were
able to start practices. 

Coal City held volleyball
tryouts for sixth, seventh and
eighth grade girls. The sixth
grade tryouts ran from 3:15-
5:00 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 22
while the  seventh and eighth
grade tryouts were held from
3:30-5:00 p.m. on Monday and
Tuesday.

In addition, CCMS boys
basketball teams will have try-
outs today (Wednesday) and
tomorrow. Tryouts will be held
in the middle school gym on
Wednesday from 6:15-7:50

p.m. and on Thursday from
3:30-5:00 p.m. 

Seventh and eighth
graders must have a physical
on file to try out while sixth
graders can use their school
physicals.

The IHSA sent out a press
release on Friday.

They also provided a
clarification regarding what is
expected of football contact
days.  Football contact days
that are permitted in some
regions beginning January 25,
2021 will be limited to the pro-
visions of IHSA By-law 3.157.

The football teams would
have to build-up acclimatiza-
tion to maximum equipment
of helmet and shoulder pads
with no live contact or tackling
during the contact day period.

There’s no telling what the
IHSA will decide today
(Wednesday). The situation
can change at any time.
Schools  will hope for the best
and a working schedule when
the IHSA meets.

Hopefully it will mean the
turning on of Friday Night
Lights.

Coal City began practicing last week, awaiting word on seasons



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (None)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 1
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


