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On Tuesday, Nov. 18 at
7 p.m., join award-winning
cookbook author, New York
Times food columnist, and
Serious Eats director J.
Kenji López-Alt for an
evening of cooking
insights, techniques and
foodie exploration. You can
visit the Fossil Ridge Public
Library in Braidwood to
watch the presentation via
Zoom.

As the Culinary
Director for Serious Eats,
Kenji is known and loved
for his thoroughly tested
and explained recipes and
food features. His James
Beard Award-winning
cookbook, The Food Lab,
uses evidence-based test-
ing to show you the best
ways to cook things.

A former chef, Kenji is
also the author of The Wok,
a best-selling children's
book, Every Night is Pizza
Night, and co-hosts 'The
Recipe with Kenji and Deb,'
a podcast that helps you
discover your own perfect
recipes with his friend Deb

Perelman of Smitten
Kitchen. 

On YouTube, Kenji's
Cooking Show celebrates
food's primary goal—
pleasure—and inspires
home cooks to take their
food where they want it to
go! When he's not cooking
or writing, Kenji enjoys
spending time with his
family, playing music and
exploring Seattle.

Chicago's Billy
Zureikat joins Kenji in con-
versation. Billy Z is a home
cook and baker with a story
as unique as the flavors he
whips up in his kitchen. 

After being diagnosed
with Muscular Dystrophy,
sandwiches and pizza
became his canvas, includ-
ing the infamous "Tripping
Billy" pizza. Billy has col-
laborated with more than
90 restaurants to raise
$73,000 for Muscular
Dystrophy.

This event is made
possible by Illinois
Libraries Present (ILP), a
statewide collaboration

among public libraries
offering premier events. ILP
is funded in part by a grant
awarded by the Illinois
State Library, a department
of the Office of the
Secretary of State, using
funds provided by the U.S.
Institute of Museum and
Library Services, under the
provisions of the Library
Services and Technology
Act (LSTA).

ILP is committed to
inclusion and accessibility.
To request accommoda-
tions, please email illinois-
librariespresent@ila.org.

We'll have snacks. To
watch from home go online
link: https://bit.ly/Kenji
Lopez-Alt

This link can also be
found on the Fossil Ridge
website on our "J. Kenji
López-Alt: A Journey
Through Food and
Science" event page.    

Come live a journey through food and 
science at the Fossil Ridge Public Library

Photo submitted

THE COAL CITY Fire Protection District was dispatched to a large brush fire in the vicinity
of the village sewer treatment plant near Broadway and E. North streets around 2 p.m.
Thursday. Strong winds were feeding the fire, causing it to spread quickly, so first respon-
ders called for additional help. Heavy black could be seen for miles as about 20 acres
caught fire. Approximately 17 different area fire departments, including Braidwood, assist-
ed Coal City, including the Grundy County Emergency Management Agency, the Village of
Coal City, the Coal City Police and the Grundy County Sheriff's Office. Largest priorities of
the fire were keeping it within its area and not jumping Broadway to a standing corn field
or the Claypool Drainage ditch to other farm fields. Firefighters were on the scene for
approximately three hours. Thankfully no structures caught fire and no injuries were report-
ed said Deputy Fire Chief Nick Doerfler.

17 departments called to
extinguish large brush fire

THE FEATURED DEPARTMENT at RCHS for the month of November is English/Foreign
Language (front, from left) Ms. Elizabeth Goberville, Mrs. Jamie Meyr, Mrs. Lindsay Bain
and Mrs. Melissa Rankin. Middle row: Ms. Sarah Giffin and Ms. Sara Will. Back row: Ms.
Elizabeth Goberville, Mrs. Jamie Meyr, Mrs. Lindsay Bain and Mrs. Melissa Rankin.

The English
Department at Reed-Custer
High School is being fea-
tured for the month of
November. There are eight
teachers dedicated to
English instruction for
approximately 375 stu-
dents.

Mrs. Melissa Rankin
teaches JJC Rhetoric and
English 12, as well as being
a Teacher Leader.  Students
had the following to say
about Mrs. Rankin:  Gives
great feedback and wants
to see her students grow,
very nice and understand-
ing, and always greets peo-
ple with a smile on her face.

Ms. Sara Will teaches
AP Language and English
11, as well as coaching JV
Volleyball.  Students had
the following to say about
Ms. Will:  Always encourag-
ing us to do better, helpful
on assignments and essays,
and talks to you as a bril-
liant human being that very
much has potential.

Gareth Kent teaches
English 10, Honors English
10, and Speech, as well as
coaching the JV Scholastic
Bowl Team.  Students had

the following to say about
Mr. Kent:  Great guy that I
can talk to, very helpful and
gives honest feedback, and
wants his students to do
better and achieve the most
they can.

Ms. Elizabeth
Goberville teaches English
9 and Honors English 9, as
well as being a Class
Sponsor for the Class of
2029.  Students had the fol-
lowing to say about Ms.
Goberville:  Stays profes-
sional but matches the
energy of her students,
makes sure everyone
understands the topic, and
I look forward to her class
every day.

Ms. Sarah Giffin teach-
es College and Career
Exploration, and also push-
es in to English 9, 10, and
11.  Students had the fol-
lowing to say about

Ms. Giffin:  Cares about
students and their futures,
always there to listen, and
is another "mother figure"
to me.

Mrs. Lindsay Bain
teaches Spanish 1, 2, and 3,
and Honors Spanish 4, as
well as being the World

Culture Club Sponsor and
Class Sponsor for the Class
of 2026.  Students had the
following to say about Mrs.
Bain: Calm, sweet, and
understanding, makes sure
everyone in the class gets
the concept she is trying to
teach, and muy divertido y
interesante.

Mrs. Meyr is our
Librarian, as well as being
the Book Club Sponsor and
Class Sponsor for the Class
of 2028.  Students had the
following to say about Mrs.
Meyr:  Creative and fun to
be around, good at giving
advice, and always wanting
to make students more
excited about reading
books.

Mr. Gleixner teaches
Learning Resource
Intervention, along with
being the Head Boys'
Soccer Coach and the
RCHS Assistant Athletic
Director.

Students had the fol-
lowing to say about Mr.
Gleixner:  Always greets us
with a smile every morning,
works hard for all the ath-
letic programs, and helps
us get our work done.

Smiles, Support and Stories:
The heart of the RCHS English Department

The Braidwood Police Department
is accepting donations for their 2025
Annual Shop with A Cop and Blue Santa
events this holiday season. 

Both events assist the community
by pairing police officers with children
in a positive way to help provide a merry
Christmas for those who live within the
Reed Custer School District and have
experienced a life changing hardship. 

During Shop with a Cop, the chil-
dren are paired with police officers while
they shop through the aisles of Morris
Walmart for toys and gifts for themselves
or their loved ones. 

Blue Santa takes place on Christmas
Day when Police Officers deliver meals
to families in need. The meals   are
donated by Top Fuel Saloon. 

Gifts are also delivered to the fami-
lies thanks to  monetary donations. As a
token of appreciation, all donors will
receive a “We Support Our Police” yard
sign.”

Cash or check donations may be
dropped off at the Braidwood Police
Department Monday through Friday
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Please make
checks payable to: Braidwood Police
Charity Fund. 

Police accepting donations for
Shop with a Cop, Blue Santa
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Expression of surprise
4. Keyboard key
7. One who works on lights

12. Notable children�s story
15. Fall back into a bad pattern
16. Eye parts
18. Atomic #18
19. Of she
20. Farm state
21. One point south of southeast
24. British media entity
27. Asian garment

30. Drench
31. Expressions of pleasure
33. Turf
34. UK trade union (abbr.)
35. Bleated
37. Fifth note of a major scale
39. Paddle 
41. Monetary unit of Italy
42. American classical pianist
44. Shuts down for the day
47. Seize
48. Soluble ribonucleic acid
49. Greeting

50. Some cars still need it
52. Atomic #22
53. Let go
56. Marched in public
61. U.S. residents, Mexicans and Canadians
63. Hostilities
64. Speak aloud
65. River in NE Scotland

CLUES DOWN
1. Razorbill genus
2. Longtime Baltimore tight end
3. Performs on stage
4. Supports a sentiment
5. Rugged mountain ranges
6. Broadway songwriter Sammy
7. Snakelike fish
8. Men�s fashion accessory
9. Hospital worker

10. Something to scratch
11. No (Scottish)
12. Volcanic ash
13. Of this
14. American jazz drummer Watts
17. Drop down
22. English dialect
23. Predatory seabirds
24. Imams� deputies
25. Fertility god
26. Fence material
28. Parks and DeLauro are two
29. Distinctive smell (Brit.)
32. Protein-rich liquids
36. Touch lightly
38. Season for Catholics
40. Boat race
43. Police actions
44. Chinese river
45. Waterfall (Scottish)
46. Walk ostentatiously
51. Type of carpet
54. Mauna __, Hawaiian volcano
55. Sea eagles
56. An enclosure for confining livestock
57. Dry
58. An increase in price or value
59. The highest point of something
60. Government lawyers
62. Larry and Curly�s pal

GARAGE SALE
Coal City, 95 W Divi-
sion St. Thurs. & Fri., 
Nov. 13-14. 8:30am to 
2pm. Big Moving Sale!!  
Selling everything I
can. Have some furni-
ture, TVs, small freez-
er, Christmas decora-
tions, plant pots all
sizes, pictures, some
cabinets, come see
what I have. Need it all
to go!! cc45-46

HOME FOR RENT

2 or 3 bedroom home
in Gardner, IL for rent
or for sale. No pets.
Call for details after
5pm. 815-302-4406.
cc44-47

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. 815-462-5633. 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 205 N. 
Matteson Street,
Elwood, IL 60421
(Residential). On the 4th
day of December, 
2025 to be held at 12:00 
noon, at the Will County 
Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Room
1001, Joliet, IL 60432,
under Case Title: SERVIS
ONE, INC DBA BSI
FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Plaintiff V. TIFFANY N.
CHIMMY; JACOB
SAWYER; SECRETARY
OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOMENT;
Defendant. Case No. 23 
FC 0838 in the Circuit 
Court of the Twelfth Judi-
cial Circuit, Will County,
Illinois. Terms of Sale: ten 
percent (10%) at the time 
of sale and the balance 
within twenty-four (24) 
hours. No judicial sale fee 
shall be paid by the mort-
gagee acquiring the resi-
dential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit,

other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments
and legal fees required by
sub-divisions (g)(1) and
(g)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact: 
JOHNSON, BLUMBERG
AND ASSOCIATES
30 NORTH LASALLE 
SUITE 3650
CHICAGO, IL 60602
P: 312 541-9710
F: 312 541-9711
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., Nov. 12, 19 & 26,
2025.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Bubbles Cleaning
Service

Dawn Boardman
Business and Home 

Cleaning Service. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, 

monthly. Many refer-
ences available.

Please 
leave message 
815-661-6180. 

cc41-13

In home care for elder-
ly or children. Call 
815-993-6918. cc46-
48

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, seam-
less gutters, fencing, 
tree removal, lawn 
care, Complete 
Handyman service! 
Bonded and Insured, 
20 yrs., Call Lee 
815-791-5731.

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ch21-46

STORAGE

WANTED

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Photo by Brad Temkin

THIS PHOTO BY Brad Temkin titled "Sewer" is part of a new exhibit opening on Nov. 12 at
Four Rivers Environmental Education Center in Channahon. The photo illustrates a vast
underground and out of sight network of facilities used to produce drinking water and for
processing wastewater.

A new exhibit at Four
Rivers Environmental
Education Center in
Channahon reveals the
unseen journey of water,
from your faucet to the
river and back again.

"The State of Water:
Our Most Valuable
Resource" runs
Wednesday, Nov. 12,
through Wednesday, Jan. 7.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesdays through
Sundays.

Sponsored by The
Nature Foundation of Will
County, the exhibit features
Guggenheim Award-win-
ning photographer Brad
Temkin's striking images of

water infrastructure and
reclamation.

"Brad Temkin's phe-
nomenal art portrays water
in a way you haven't seen
before," said Jerome
Gabriel, facility supervisor
at Four Rivers. "If you've
ever wondered what hap-
pens when your water goes
down the drain, these pho-
tographs will give you a
perspective unlike any
other."

This Forest Preserve
District of Will County
exhibit also includes tips
from the DuPage River
Watershed Coalition on
simple ways to protect
water quality, such as tak-

ing shorter showers or
turning off the faucet while
brushing your teeth.

A complementary pro-
gram, Celebrate Water
Weekend, will be held from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 22, and Sunday, Nov.
23, featuring science and
art stations exploring
water's many wonders.

Four Rivers
Environmental Education
Center is located at 25055
W. Walnut Lane. For more
information on this exhibit
and other Forest Preserve
programs and events, visit
ReconnectWithNature.org.

Exhibit uncovers the secret life of water
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BOYS BASKETBALL
Varsity

Nov. 14.......host Meet the Comets . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 25.......@Herscher/Bishop Mac 
...................Thanksgiving Tournament. 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 26 ......@Herscher Thanks. Tourn.. . . . 7 p.m.
Nov. 28 ......@Herscher / St. Anne
...................Thanksgiving Tournament. . . . 4 p.m.
Dec. 3 ........host Somonauk . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 5 ........@Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 9 ........@Herscher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 12 ......host Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 16 ......@Streator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 17 ......host GSW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 19 ......host Manteno. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 23-26-27 @Seneca Holiday Tourn.. . . . . TBA
Jan. 6..........host Serena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 9..........host Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 10........host Dwight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m.
Jan. 14........@Beecher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 20........host Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 21........host Momence. . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 23........host Herscher. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 27........@Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 28........@Grant Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 30. ......@Coal City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 3 .........host Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 4 .........@Clifton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 6 .........@Manteno. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 13.......@Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 14.......@Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12:30 p.m.
Feb. 17.......host Coal City Senior nite. . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 23.......@IHSA Regionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA

Freshmen
Nov. 14.......host Meet the Comets . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 1. ......@Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 ........@Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 4 ........host Herscher. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 8 ........@Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 11 ......host Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 15 ......@Manteno. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 8..........@Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 12........host Coal City. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 15........host Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 22........@Herscher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 26........host Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 29........@Streator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 2 .........host Manteno. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 5 .........host Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 9 .........@Coal City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 18.......@Lisle Tournament . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Feb. 21.......@Lisle Tournament . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Varsity

Nov. 14.......Meet the Comets. . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 17-21.host  @Reed-Custer . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Nov. 26.......@GSW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 1 ........host Wilmington . . . . . . . . . ..6:45 p.m.

Dec. 4 ........@Herscher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m. 
Dec. 8 ........host Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 9 ........host Prairie Central. . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 11 ......@Streator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 15 ......host Manteno. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 18 ......host Somonauk . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 26-27-29 @Peotone Holiday Tourn . . . . TBA
Jan. 8..........host Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 12........@Coal City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 14 ......@Dwight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 15........@Wilmington . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 20........@Beecher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 22........host Herscer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 26........@Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 27........host Serena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Jan. 29........host Streator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 2 .........@Manteno. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 5 .........@Lisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 9 .........host Coal City. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 11.......host Seneca Senior nite. . . . 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 14.......IHSA Regionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA

WRESTLING
Varsity

Nov. 14.......Meet the Comets. . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 ........@Morris & Princeton . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 6 ........@Prairie Central duals. . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Dec. 6 ........@JV  CC Coaler invite. . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Dec. 11 ......@WilmingtonICE Quadw/Lisle5:30 p
Dec. 12 .....@Clifton Central Girls Tourn. . 5 p.m.
Dec. 12 ......@Dwight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 ......@Seneca, Ottawa Marquette
...................& Pontiac. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 18 ......@Clifton Central w/GCMS 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 20 ......@Wilmington JV Invite . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Dec. 20 ......@Morris Girls only invite . . . . . 9 a.m.
Dec. 29-30.@Springfield Lincoln Rumble . 9 a.m.
Jan. 7..........host Sandwich w/Plano . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 8..........@Manteno  ICE quad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
...................w/Herscher/Streator . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 9..........@Princeton Tournament . . 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 10........@Princeton Tournament . . . . . 9 a.m.
Jan. 15........host ICE Quad w/Manteno 
...................& Peotone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 16........host Comet Classic Invite . . 3:30 p.m.
Jan. 17........host Comet Classic Invite. . . . . 9 a.m.
Jan. 22........@Coal City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 24........@Coal City ICE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Jan. 31........@IHSA Regionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Feb. 6-7 .....@Girls Regionals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Feb. 13.......@Girls Sectionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Feb. 13....... @IHSA Sectionals. . . . . . . . . 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 14 ......@Girls Sectionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA
Feb. 14. ......@IHSA Sectionals . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.
Feb. 19.......@Champaign IHSA State . . . . . 1 p.m.
Feb. 20.......@Champaign IHSA State . . 8:30 a.m.
Feb. 21.......@Champaign IHSA State . . . . . 9 a.m.
Feb. 27-28 .@Bloomington Girls State . . . . . . TBA

RCHS sports schedules

REED-CUSTER HIGH SCHOOL named the Ace winners for October (from left) Brianna
Morrissey, Tyler Compton, Adrian Aleman and Damien Christman.

The 13th annual
Lighting of the Trees will be
on Friday, Nov. 21, at 5:45
p.m., at the Custer Park
Town Hall. 

The Reed-Custer
Madrigal singers and
Madrigal instrument
ensembles will perform
Christmas music. Santa
will be making an appear-
ance around 6:45. Hot dogs
& hot chocolate will be
provided.

The event is free to the
public.

Custer Park
Lighting of
the Trees

THE REED-CUSTER
National Honor Society
extends a thank you to area
residents who donated dur-
ing the recent Trick or Treat
canned food drive. NHS
members and friends can-
vassed neighborhoods to
gather food donations. A
special thank you to the Top
Fuel Food Pantry, Berkot’s
Super Foods, and the unbe-
lievably generous communi-
ty. Students are pictured
delivering dozens of sacks
to Freak (kneeling) at Top
Fuel Food Pantry. They
include (from left) Nathan
Vogler, Miley Morris, Cullen
Lee, Anastasia Smith, Gwen
Stewart, Tristan Randall,
Ella Anderson, Mark
Martinez, Kamrynn
Skonetski, Abigail Solis,
Jaida Davis, Skylar Wilkins,
Decklan Proffitt and Dakota
Wilkins.

Reed-Custer NHS says thanks to those who gave

The Braceville Tigers
boys basketball team lost to
Morris in their first game,
20-16. Jack Simms led the
team with 10 points. The
Tigers played very well
defensively with multiple
turnovers. 

The Tigers then defeat-
ed Morris 15-12 in the sec-
ond game thanks to Jayden
Grossich with 5 points,
Blake Maxard had 4 points
with multiple rebounds as

well as other players scor-
ing and creating turnovers
for our offense.

The Tigers fell to
Hercher 38-34. Jack Simms
led the team with 17 points
followed by Brayton
Vaughn with 10, Jayden
Grossich with a 3 pointer,
Hudson Eddy and Blake
Maxard with 2 Points a
piece. Other players played
a key role on defense with
multiple steals, blocks and

rebounds. 
In the B game the

Tigers were victorious 12-4.
Hudson Eddy led the team
with 4 points, followed by
Brayton Vaughn, Carter
McNelis, Jack Simms, Blake
Maxard, and James
Muzzarelli with 2 points. All
of our players played great
both on defense and
offense. 

Tigers start season with a loss

Applications are now being accepted
for the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP); all income-
eligible households are encouraged to
apply. 

LIHEAP helps low- and fixed-income
families meet their energy needs during
the winter heating season, as well as
reduce energy costs through improved
energy efficiency.

LIHEAP is a federally funded bill pay-
ment assistance program administered by
the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity. 

To qualify, a household’s combined
gross income for the 30 days prior to appli-
cation must be at or below 60% of the state
median income – for a family of four, that
is $76,884 annual income or $6,407 gross
monthly income.

For eligibility information and to
apply, visit helpillinoisfamilies.com or call
877-411-9276 (WARM).

Nicor Gas also offers additional
resources to help income-qualified cus-
tomers pay and manage their natural gas
bills and save on energy costs:

• Sharing Program  provides one-time
annual regular, senior and veteran grants
of up to $700, without repayment require-

ments. To qualify, a household’s combined
income for the 30 days prior to application
must be between 61% and 80% of the state
median income.

Funds are administered by The
Salvation Army, with funding provided by
direct voluntary contributions from Nicor
Gas customers and employees.

• Low-Income Discount Program is
for residential customers receiving
LIHEAP, Percentage of Income Payment
Plan and Nicor Gas Sharing Program ben-
efits will automatically be enrolled in LIDP
that provides total bill discounts between
5% and 75%. All other customers can apply
for a 5% discount, as well as waivers of
deposits and late payment fees, through
self-certification online or by calling
888.Nicor4U (888-642-6748).

• Energy Aide Program  provides a
grant of up to $250 toward past-due bal-
ances and does not need to be paid back.
To qualify, a household’s combined gross
income for the 30 days prior to application
must be at or below 350% of the federal
poverty level.

Payment arrangement and budget
plan programs are also available. Visit ni
corgas.com/budgetplan.

Sign-up now for 
home heating assistance

Coffee &
Newspapers

One wakes you up
One opens your eyes
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Photo by Eric Fisher

THANK YOU MARCHING COMETS—The Reed-Custer Marching Band members and color guard are among the biggest supporters of the football program. Throughout the season they
took the field to entertain home fans and impressed visiting teams by marching in front of the visitor’s side stands and playing their fight song. From lining up for the tunnel to playing
for the team, win or lose, for the Comets after each game. Marching onto the field during a recent home game, led by drum major Logan Bean, are the dedicated band members under
the direction of Addie Dennis.

RCHS VOLLEYBALL ALL-CONFERENCE for the 2025-2026
season is Alyssa Wollenzien.

RCHS SOCCER ALL-CONFERENCE for the 2025-2026 sea-
son is Tristan Randall.

RCHS SOCCER ALL-CONFERENCE for the 2025-2026 sea-
son is Dylan Maschmeyer.

RCHS SOCCER ALL-CONFERENCE for the 2025-2026 sea-
son is Matthew Kuban.

The Panther 8th grade boys basketball team fell to
Saratoga last week 22-5. 

Reed-Custer Middle School battled hard on the
boards and moved the ball well on offense but the shots
were not falling.

The Panthers were led by Nolan Freitas and Luke
Soto with a bucket each and Landon Reeb added 1 point
to the cause. Keep grinding boys.

Panthers fall 
to Saratoga

RCHS All Conference athletes
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