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Reed-Custer students track well, despite pandemic interruptions
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR
Educators with the Reed-Custer
School District are pleased with how
well this year’s batch of students are
performing academically this school
year.
On
Oct.
20,
Assistant
Superintendent for Teaching and
Learning Danielle Valiente told members of the board of education that
teachers will be sorting through reading and math testing data. Valiente
said
Northwest
Evaluation
Association (NWEA) testing this fall to
check progress of students shows that
students have been able to progress

despite classroom interruptions during the pandemic.
“The teachers are currently
meeting to review this data and adjust
instruction,’ Valiente said. “We were
pleasantly surprised, our scores were
pretty average. So, obviously we’re
looking at where some deficits were
recorded and we’re adjusting accordingly. But, given the circumstances,
we were very happy. I will be honest, I
totally attribute that to the fact that
our kids were here last year.”
Students take NWEA testing
through 10th grade. The NWEA
results for this fall show that in both
reading and math, the majority of
students were at or above the 40th

percentile in both areas.
The testing measured the students abilities in literature, vocabulary, understanding text, and foundational skills for reading appropriate to
grade level. Math skills tested were
operations and algebraic thinking,
numbers and operations, measurement and data, geometry, complex
umber systems, and statistics appropriate to each grade level.
In addition to the NWEA data,
Valiente said English and math teams
at the high school are also reviewing
SAT data.
The Illinois Report Card—the
annual report released by the Illinois
State Board of Education that shows

how the state, and each school and
district, are progressing on a wide
range of educational goals—is set to
be released statewide on Oct. 29.
Meanwhile, Valiente also reported that the effort to explore new textbooks is now underway.
“We are looking ahead to purchasing some textbooks for the 202223 school year. We have three different contracts expiring this year that
are pretty big. So, we knew this was
coming, and I’ll bring that for
approval once we’ve made a decision
or have an idea,” she told the board.
Valiente said the district is currently reviewing the grades 6-12
English and social studies programs.

The best of fall arrives in Braidwood

While the current textbooks were
adopted six years ago, Valiente noted
that teachers are happy with the program, so they will also be exploring
extending their current contract. The
middle school science team is also
reviewing textbooks for their programs.
And, Valiente noted, a new program at the elementary school is
aimed at making sure children who
are from homes where English is not
the first language are on the same
field as other students.
“We are piloting an English-language learner program with our K-5

TIF III funds used for
infrastructure projects
Latest financial
report shows city
spent $721,868
on improvements
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Photos by Marney Simon

LET’S GO COMETS! Flags along Main Street in Braidwood supporting the Reed-Custer Comets as they roll into the playoffs this weekend are one of the many signs of fall present everywhere in town. Heavy storms on Sunday left standing water all over town, while the
cooler temperatures mean fall colors are starting to peak. And over at the Braidwood Area Healthy Community Coalition’s community garden, more fresh vegetables are ready for harvest. The coalition donates many of its vegetables to the Community Care Center
food pantry, but a cabinet is also available for those who want to pick up fresh veggies on site.

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 2

The city of Braidwood has
released its annual financial
report for its tax increment
finance (TIF III) district for the
2020 fiscal year (FY20), which
ended on April 30, 2020.
The report was issued in
advance of this week’s Joint
Review Board meeting, which
was held on Tuesday afternoon
at City Hall.
A TIF district works by
establishing a base value for all
the property in the district,
and then freezing the amount
of taxes from those properties
that is paid to the taxing bodies for a time period not to
exceed 23 years.
As
property
values
increase, taxes subsequently
go up. Those additional incre-

ments of tax dollars are added
to the TIF fund, which is used
for redevelopment projects
within the district.
Per the annual report
summary released this week
by the city, the TIF III received
$67,718 in revenues in FY20,
plus $33,301 in interest.
Expenditures in FY20
totaled
$721,868,
which
included
$700,484
for
water/sewer extension and
treatment projects, $16,420
paid for streets, sidewalks, and
lighting projects, and $4,964 in
professional services.
Since its inception, the
city has made $86 million in
obligations via TIF III over the
23-year life span of the district.
The obligations are planned
projects for public and private
redevelopment
projects,
essentially a wish list of
improvements.
The city’s total expenditures on those obligations thus
far is $9 million.
Total expenditures from
TIF III since 2012 include:
• Water Sewer treatment
SEE TIF III, PAGE 2

COVID spread remains low
at Wilmington, Reed-Custer
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR
Local school districts are
reporting that efforts to keep
COVID-19 from spreading
among students are working.
On Oct. 18, during the regular
meeting
of
the
Wilmington School District
209-U board of education,
Assistant
Superintendent
Kevin
Feeney
and
Superintendent Dr. Matt Swick
told the board that school has
been a safe place for students
and staff.
“Covid, as far as here in
the
Wilmington
School
District, numbers are low,”
Feeney said, adding that there
were no cases for students or
staff in the district for the week
of Oct. 11.
“Each week it’s been in the
single digits, and we feel really
good where we are about that,”
he continued.
Swick added that the low
numbers are something that
the entire community can
celebrate.

“It’s definitely something
to be excited about,” Swick
said. “Our staff is working
hard at keeping things in
place. We all have our own personal opinions on all the different types of mitigation, but
our staff is working really
hard.”
Swick said other schools
in the area have seen as many
as 30 kids test positive in a
building, which can mean as
many as 100 close contacts
who have to quarantine.
Wilmington, he said, has managed to trend in the opposite
direction.
“It’s still there, it’s still out
there and there’s no doubt, I’m
not downplaying it,” Swick
said. “But I want to commend
our staff. They’re working really hard. And our students and
our parents, they’re all working
SEE COVID, PAGE 2
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School
students at the Elementary
school,” Valiente said. “It
comes with grade level
instructional units, a progress
monitoring tool that is very
important so that we can see
how our kids are doing so we
can collect that data and
adapt accordingly. And it also
comes with supplementary
materials to help support our
classroom tier I instruction.
So, it comes with some visuals
and some breakdown activities for kids to be completing
their normal English and
math activities with a little bit
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more support.”
In other business before
the board of education on Oct.
20:
•
Assistant
Superintendent
for
Operations Matt Peterson said
there are now four seniors and
three juniors in the technology internship program.
“These students are interested in a career in computers,
so they’ve been assisting with
small technology issues mainly at the high school, some at
the middle school,” Peterson
said. “If a teacher is having
problems with projection or
problems with Chromebooks
or installing new software,
these students have been
helping.”

Covid
really hard together.”
Swick also added that Wilmington
was able to have a successful homecoming, which felt almost back to normal.
“We wore masks, we were separated
a little more than normal, but that is
something to celebrate for sure,” he said.
When the Reed-Custer Board of
Education met for their regular monthly
meeting on Oct. 20, the story was much
the same.
“It’s just another year of fighting
through covid mitigations. I think the students and staff have been great. It’s been a
good start,” Superintendent Mark
Mitchell said.
Members of the Reed-Custer board

Peterson also noted that
the students are working
toward certifications.
• Valiente reported that
RCES has started it’s “One
School One Book” program.
This year the students are
reading “The Lemonade War.”
“It brings in math and
some cool graphics and data
and charts, and it also brings
in some social-emotional
components that we’re tying
into some building level
instruction,” Valiente said.
“We were able to purchase
every student a copy of The
Lemonade War using out Title
I funds”
• Valiente also reported
that the district’s social emotional support team—the dis-

also noted how things have returned
more to normal throughout the district,
with the return this year of fall sports,
concerts, the homecoming dance, and
activities.
Mitchell added that as of Oct. 20, the
total number of positive cases of COVID19 in the Reed-Custer School District this
school year is 25, which includes 19 students and six staff members.
“We are participating in the mandatory testing of unvaccinated employees...
Prior to this week we had tested 279 individuals, of which two had been flagged as
positive. Both of those people reported as
having symptoms,” Mitchell said. “So,
that’s a very low positivity rate. Statewide,
they’re saying that number is going
down.”
According to the Illinois Department
of Public Health (IDPH), the seven day
rolling average for positive cases of

trict psychologist, counselors,
and social workers—have all
been conducting refresher
trainings at staff level meetings.
• Peterson told the board
that
there
are
17
Chromebooks being serviced
currently. However, he said
those represent a very small
amount of technology out for
service, and that the district
has
enough
extra
Chromebooks to cover those.
• Peterson also reported
to the board that the original
scoreboards for the baseball
and softball fields have finally
been replaced. The scoreboards had been utilized since
1982.

COVID-19 in school aged children in Will
County as of Oct. 25 is six cases among
children aged 0-4, 16 cases of children
aged 5-11, and 14 cases of children aged
12-17.
The most recent school district specific data released by the Will County
Health Department for the week of Oct. 4
showed no new cases in Wilmington or
Braidwood.
As of Oct. 23, the positivity seven day
rolling average among all residents in
Will County was 2.9%. The IDPH also
reports that 57% of eligible Will County
residents are fully vaccinated.
Since March of 2020, the total number of COVID-19 positive cases in the
60481 zip code, which includes
Wilmington, Shadow Lakes, Custer Park,
and Symerton, is 1,546. In the 60408 zip
code for Braidwood, total cases since the
start of the pandemic is 793.

TIF III
plant projects — $2.9 million
• Water tower projects
— $10,039
• Sanitary sewer and lift
station projects — $2.5 million
• Streets, sidewalks and
lighting projects — $1.5
million
• Professional services
— $740,954
The equalized assessed
value (EAV ) of the land
inside the district for FY20
is $6.3 million, lower then
when the district was first
formed in 2011 with an EAV
of $6.7 million.
The end of year fund
balance for TIF III was $1.07
million.
Braidwood’s TIF III district was first established in
December 2011. The city
has amended the agreement three times to remove
parcels from the district. All
of those amendments were
approved by the City
Council in 2012.
Since the district was
first established, the city
has received a total of $10.1
million in revenues earmarked for TIF eligible projects. That cumulative number includes $316,542 in
property tax increments
since 2012. The largest
source of revenue over the
course of the district has
been from transfers from
municipal sources, which
totals $7.4 million since

2012.
Per the financial summary report, he TIF III redevelopment goals and objectives include:
• Eliminate blight.
• Complete infrastructure projects to encourage
commercial, light industrial, and residential development.
• Extend and upgrade
storm and sewer lines in the
area.
• Improve and update
streets, lighting, sidewalks,
parks, alleys, greenspace,
bike paths, and pedestrian
walkways through the redevelopment project area.
• Enhance the tax base
for the city and other taking
bodies though improvements.
• Attract commercial
development
and
tourism/retail businesses.
The Joint Review Board
is made up of representatives from each of the taxing
districts that exist inside the
TIF boundary, plus a
municipal representative
and a member of the public. The board is required by
state statute to meet annually to discuss the report
filed with the state.
The full report can be
found on the website of
Illinois State Comptroller
Susana A. Mendoza’s website, www.illinoiscomptroller.com, by clicking on
“financial data,” then “local
government,” then “local
government warehouse”
and using the drop down
bar.

Parents in Wilmington, Elwood join lawsuit against
school districts, governor over school mask mandate
STAFF REPORT
Local school districts
Wilmington 209-U and Elwood
203 are among 145 school districts named in a lawsuit filed
last week to try to overturn the
school mask mandate put in
place this year by Gov. JB
Pritzker.
The lawsuit was filed on
Oct. 20 in Macoupin County by
attorney Thomas Devore on
behalf of dozens of parents
across the state.
The lawsuit contends that
school districts have “implemented and are illegally

enforcing the exclusion directives” issued by Gov. JB Pritzker
and enforced by the Illinois
Department of Public Health
(IDPH), the Illinois State Board
of Education (ISBE).
The filing argues that state
law requires that “no person
may be ordered to be quarantined or isolated except with
the consent of the person or
upon the prior order of a court
of competent jurisdiction” and
that “to obtain a court order,
local health department or
IDPH, by clear and convincing
evidence, must prove that the
public’s health and welfare are

Students learn fire safety with
Braidwood firefighters/EMTs

significantly endangered by a
person, that is suspected of
having, that has been exposed
to, or that is reasonably
believed to have been exposed
to a dangerously contagious or
infectious disease.”
The lawsuit further argues
that masking and exclusion
from school are both forms of
quarantine.
The
lawsuit
versus
Wilmington 209U was filed by
Devore on behalf of Kasey and
Jeremiah Martin, Marissa and
Gregory Hall, Cara Devens,
Elizabeth Del Real, Brandi and
David Schlieper, Nicole and
Joel Marchio, Jessica Turk, and
Samantha Smith, and on
behalf of their minor children.
In Elwood, the lawsuit was
filed by Danielle and Ryan
Keuch, Jodi Bruno, Heidi
Fullriede, Danielle Grencik,
and Vanessa Rossolille, and on
behalf of their minor children.
All the parents listed in the
suit filed for themselves “as
well as on behalf of all other
parents and guardians of students similarly situated,” the
lawsuit states.
The defendants include all
145 named school districts,
including Wilmington 209U,
Elwood 203, Manhattan 114,
Minooka 201, Minooka 111,
Plainfield 202, Naperville 203,
Herscher
2,
Bradley

Bourbonnais
303,
and
Channahon 17, as well as the
IDPH, IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi
Ezike, the ISBE, state superintendent Dr. Carmen I. Ayala,
and Gov. JB Pritzker.
After DeVore filed the
lawusit, Pritzker said his orders
are keeping people safe and
he’ll fight the case in the
courts.
“He’s a grifter who is taking money from parents who
are being taken advantage of,”
Pritzker said during an unrelated news conference.
One of the plaintiffs in the
case, Awake Illinois founder
and parent Shannon Adcock,
said the governor is a disappointment for inferring the
hundreds of parents who came
together to contact DeVore are
being fooled.
“We parents are not being
duped,” Adcock said. “We have
consciously taken this step on
behalf of our communities to
fight for our parental rights
and due process.”
After Pritzker's “grifter”
comments, DeVore said he has
hired an attorney and will sue
the governor for defamation
for being called a thief.
A hearing on the mask
lawsuit is set for Nov. 5 in the
Seventh Judicial Circuit Court
in downstate Carlinville.

BRAIDWOOD’S TIF III district was established in December
2011. The redevelopment goals of the district include reducing blight, completing infrastructure projects, and overall
enhancement of the tax base.

Halloween Hot Dog
Giveaway this weekend
The Braidwood Lions
Club will be hosting its annual
community Halloween Hot
Dog Giveaway on Sunday,
Oct. 31, under the Lions pavilion in the Braidwood City Park
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Free hot dogs, chips, popcorn, hot chocolate and
lemonade will be provided,
while supplies last, compliments of the Lions Club. The
Braidwood
Knights
of
Columbus Council 1574 will
also be on hand passing out

free Halloween treats for the
kids, while supplies last.
The entire community is
invited, so bring friends and
family down to the park for
some good community spirit.
Costumes are encouraged but
not required. For more information call 815-791-8093 or
visit
www.braidwoodlions
club.org.
The event coincides with
trick or treat hours from 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m. for the city of
Braidwood.

High pension costs hit
homeowners through
property taxes
BY ANDREW HENSEL
THE CENTER SQUARE

Courtesy photo

STUDENTS AT REED-CUSTER Elementary School got a visit from
the Braidwood Fire Protection District during fire safety month in
October. Along with visiting with the firefighter/EMTs, students
also got to meet the department’s mascot, Sparky the dog.
Firefighters and Sparky came to RCES with an important message
about fire safety and prevention. Officers talked about stop, drop
and roll; how to check if it is safe to go through a door during a fire,
and what to do if you are trapped in an upper story house during
a fire. The students were very attentive and loved having Sparky
come visit with them.

Over the last 20 years,
Illinoisans have seen a 65%
increase in residential property taxes, giving the state one of
the nation's highest tax burdens.
The state of Illinois has
the 6th highest property taxes
in the nation and that number
is climbing due to the large
number of underfunded pensions the state and local governments have.
Adam Schuster, of the
Illinois Policy Institute, said
pension fund bills at the local
level are growing as well.
"On top of the $144 billion in pension debt at the
state level, our local governments hold another $75 billion in pension debt," he said.
The pension problem,
Schuster said, is no longer a
state problem as it is starting
to change the way local governments operate.
"Fewer people are aware
of the local pension problem
in Illinois," Schuster said. "It
is every bit as bad and a major
source of financial stress for
local governments."
A large percentage of
property taxes goes to school
districts, but with rising pension obligations more state

funds are spent on pensions,
leaving more classroom costs
for school districts to fund
through property taxes.
Illinois has the second
highest pension debt in the
nation as well as the sixth
highest property taxes.
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Back to work, 1874 strike comes to an end
When we left
1874 last week, the
women were on a
rampage, “black
legs” were being
brought in to
break the strike,
and money was
scarce. We pick up
from there.
The
Joliet
Signal tells us
what happened
next. “Yesterday
morning five men and nineteen women, charged with
participating in the late riot at
Braidwood, were brought into
our Circuit Court, which is now
in session, and were admitted
to bail, to answer to the
charges preferred against them
at the next term of court, in the
sum of $100 ($2,300 today)
each.”
“On Saturday, Sheriff
Arnold received a dispatch
from the Governor informing
him that troops would be furnished to assist in making the
arrests if needed, but the

Sheriff proceeded
alone to the scene
of
disturbance
and made the
arrests and was
not met by the
slightest
resistance. The men
arraigned did not
look like desperate
characters, while
the women were
generally too delicate in appearance and of too modest
demeanor to be classed as
“Amazons” as had been done
by certain correspondents and
editors.”
“Concerning the miners'
strike in Braidwood there is but
little news to report. For the
past fortnight the contending
elements have remained at a
stubborn standstill, and principally on account of a difference of five cents ($1.15) per
ton in the price of mining. This
petty sum would perhaps
amount to from two to four
dollars in a miner's months'

wages, which may be regarded
as pretty small potatoes when
upon it depends the employment or idleness of 1,500
men.”
“On Monday four pit bosses were assaulted with violence
by a mob of women for having
entered the mines for the purpose of clearing the roadways
and putting matters in shape.
A terrible feeling exists against
Pinkerton and his posse, and
without this matter is amicably
settled soon, there is no telling
where it will terminate.”
“Growing out of the disturbance of the 7th, were three
cases against one Cleary, a
man in the company's employ.
The facts are that there was no
disturbance, nor any desire of
one. Cleary, struck down two
women with a club; one a Mrs.
Bradley, a slight, inoffensivelooking woman, the other a
Mrs. Carney, a lady of some 65
years of age. Cleary was tried
for assault with intent to kill.
The assault on Mrs. Carney
was shown to be one of pecu-

liar aggravation, and the old
lady now lies in a critical condition from its effects and is
not expected to recover.”
By August the conditions
among the workers were worsening by the day. Watching
children go hungry, and knowing that the cold winter would
soon be coming, the Diamond
and Star miners went back to
work for a few cents more per
hour.
By September we read,
“There is no change in the attitude of the strike as to the C. W.
& V. Coal Co. that company is
still employing “Blacklegs” at a
loss of hundreds of dollars
daily, while the men are united
in maintaining the strike.”
But a week later, “The long
strike is virtually at an end. The
adjourned meetings, above
referred to, came off today at
the school house grounds. By a
large majority, it was voted to
accept the company's offer of
settlement.
It is considered by the men
as an honorable compromise

and seems to give general satisfaction. Harmony and good
feeling prevailed at the meeting today. John Sing, president
of the National organization,
was present, and congratulated the men on their success,
counseled the men to a mild
course with the “blacklegs”
drew a few practical lessons
from the struggle, then terminated with music. The men
then paraded the streets.
Braidwood is jubilant to night.
Work will be resumed early in
the week.”
The
Morris
Herald
summed it all up like this. “It
will be of interest to the community that is interested in the
success of coal mining, to
know how much has been lost
or made in the recent
Braidwood strike. Fifteen hundred miners idle for three
months, allowing 22 days'
work to the month, being 66
days, and each miner to earn
$2.50 per day, amounts to
$3,750 per day, 66 times that
will total $247,500 ($5,750,000).

Road men, top and bank men,
500, at $2 per day, amounts in
the three months to $66,000
($1,533,000). The sum total
that might have been distributed at the different coal
offices at Braidwood would be
$313,500 ($7,283,000), that has
been
withheld
from
Braidwood and the surrounding country.”
“There is actually that
amount lost by the strike, and
none of the parties interested
made one dollar, but on the
other hand the miners have
been spending what money
they had laid up or going in
debt, and living off charity of
other mining districts, and the
coal companies to keep their
mines in order, during the
strike, have had to expend
large amounts of money.
Strikes by any combined class
of men hardly ever works to
profit, but are sure losses to all
concerned”
And yet 3 years later that
combined class of men went
on strike again.

Reed-Custer Elementary students learn about war at sea

Courtesy photos

HISTORY RIDES TO RCES! Greg Machak, “The Boat Guy,” spent the day at RCES talking with students about his golf cart that he turned into a WWII Navy Destroyer earlier this month. Local residents may
have seen Machak in local parades throughout the summer. The 24-foot long by 12-foot tall boat was quite a success with RCES students. There were many great questions asked by students, along with
fun history lessons about WWII.

Construction project brings cabin back to the prairie
BY ANN GILL
EDITOR
Almost two centuries ago
John Cragg settled along the
banks of the Mazon River.
It was the winter of 1834 or
maybe 1835 when Cragg built a
two story 20-foot by 20-foot
cabin for his family on land
he’d purchased at auction in
Chicago for $1.25 an acre.
Along with his wife, Agnes
and their six children—five
boys and a girl—the 325-acre
Cragg homestead along what is
now Grand Ridge Road in
Maine Township was home to
cows, horses and chickens,
They grew grain and operated
the county’s first tavern from
the cabin. It was also the site of
the township’s first polling
place.
Located southwest of the
village of Coal City, the Cragg
homestead was located on the
Stage Coach Road and the
Overland Trail. According to
family history, the cabin,
known as “The Palace”
because of its second story,
became a stopping point for
travelers to grab a bite to eat
and rest for the night.
A great deal of history surrounds the homestead—still
owned by descendants of John
and Agnes—from being a place
where runaway slaves hiding
in the caves dug along the
banks of the river would be fed
to summer days when the
Cragg children would play with
the grandchildren of Chief

Shabbona whose family summer camp was just across the
river.
John Cragg died in 1852 at
the age of 50, Agnes passed in
1895. She was 82.
The foundation of the
original cabin is still evident on
the family land 87 years after it
was sold and moved to Mazon.
Through an agreement
with a member of the family,
Henry Hough purchased the
cabin and had it moved to his
backyard where it was restored
with local logs. Under Hough’s
ownership, the cabin was a
museum and antique shop.
In 1967 the cabin was
donated to Mazon High School
and eight years later the state
of Illinois purchased it.
Piece by piece the cabin
was dismantled and moved to
Goose Lake Prairie State
Natural Area on Jugtown Road
where it was kept in storage
until the Youth Conservation
Corp began its reconstruction
next to the park’s pond in 1980.
At the time of its rebuild many
of the logs were unusable, so
the group rebuilt the structure
based on the original concept
of the Cragg Cabin.
Over the years, the cabin
has been a place for people to
gather, to learn and to celebrate. It’s been cared for by the
state’s Department of Natural
Resources and the men and
women of the Goose Lake
Prairie Partners, the non-profit
volunteer arm of the GLPSNA.
Prairie Partner Susie

Johnson said over the years the
cabin began to deteriorate.
Succumbing to moisture,
many of the lower logs had
become hallow and the weight
of the second level was causing
issues with the windows and
doors. Inside, the floor boards
had heaved and cracked and
the logs around the stone fireplace were pulling way from
the chimney.
Around 2018, the Prairie
Partners announced a campaign to raise the funds necessary to reconstruct the historic
cabin.
The group partnered with
local
woodworker
Todd
Daggett, who has participated
in activities at the GLPSNA,
and he spent the past four
years or so working on the
rebuild based on the original
cabin design.
Daggett has been constructing the new log structure
at his home and will move it to
the state natural area where
the finishing touches—roof,
doors and windows—will be
added.
Last week Daggett and his
father, Ken, started tearing
down the old structure which
took longer than initially
planned.
Johnson said when the
cabin was built in 1980 it was
constructed, “using rebar, and
heavy bolts and screws, hoping
to give the building a long life,
but it was those construction
methods that actually caused
the early rotting of the wood,
as well as a slow down in the
removal of the old cabin.”
All that remains now is
the fireplace that was originally constructed by Rodney
Johnson
with
Shabbona
Masonry, and it[’s the one element the Prairie Partners
hoped could be saved.
Historian and long-time
Prairie Partner Jo Fleming said
it’s an amazing fireplace, and if
anyone would know it would
be Jo.
“She has made many pots
of stew and warm bread for
the reenactors that assisted
the Prairie Partners with Cabin
Festival during the early
years,” Johnson said. “We also
have made hot chocolate in
the fireplace for cross county
skiers.”
Now that the old cabin
has been taken down, Daggett

will begin moving the new logs
he sanded, chipped and
scraped by hand to the site.
Once the walls are up the
spaces between the logs will be
filled with foam slabs and covered with a latex filler to prevent the elements from getting
inside the structure. The roof,
windows and doors will be
added on site, along with the
floor joists and flooring.
Based on the construction
methods being used by
Daggett, the cabin is expected
to last 100 years.
The cost to rebuild the
cabin is expected to come in at
about $60,000 and the funds to
cover that are coming from
donations received by the
Prairie Partners.
For safety reasons, the
area around the cabin is closed
to visitors—so no watchers are
allowed in the construction
area. However, the Prairie
Partners have been sharing
photos of the process on both
their website, www.gooselakeprairie.org and Facebook
page at Goose Lake Prairie
Partners, Inc.
Donations
for
the
rebuild—slated to be completed in early December—continue to be accepted and can be
made at the GLPSNA Visitor
Center or on-line by visiting
the website.

Photo courtesy of Susie Johnson

PIECE BY PIECE the Cragg Cabin at the Goose Lake Prairie State
Natural Area came down last week. Greg Kelly, Region II land manager with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, looks on as
Ken (left) and Todd Daggett (right) take down the existing structure
to make way for the new cabin Todd is constructing for the park.
The new cabin is being built to replicate the original Cragg Cabin
that was built in the mid 1830s in rural Grundy County.
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Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Comply, comply, comply
COAL CITY—That's all you hear from
Governor Puglsy and Mayor Lite Weight. What
happened to follow the science, follow the metrics when our repugnant, self important, arrogant, condescending, contradictive, governor
installed his latest in a long line of mandates?
He said to save lives he was mandating everyone to wear a mask. Hospitals were being overrun with covid patients, (over 90% were unvaccinated) over 80% of ICU beds were being used.
At that time the positivity rate was over 10%,
and the number of new and probable cases
were over 4,700 a day. That was Aug. 30. Fast
forward to today, Pritzker says we might be able
to take the masks off in time for the holidays.
The positivity rate is 2.4% and just 11% of ICU
beds are being used. Where's the science,
where's the metrics? The best part is I have yet
to hear one liberal democrat say anything
about stopping the flow of hundreds of thousands of illegal aliens across our southern border, and then being shipped all over the country. So I don't want to hear another word from
the hypocritical politicians about masks, or
vaccines. On another note, our brain dead
president says he's only going to tax the rich.
Well, unless you've been sleeping in your basement, you've noticed that prices on everything
are going up. Since President Biden took over
gas has gone up over $1 a gallon, natural gas
has doubled in price, (wait till it’s -10 degrees
outside) and the price of ground beef just doubled in price in the last couple of weeks. Now
they blame many causes for this such as low
production, supply chain issues and people
stocking up, but the real reason is the complete
incompetence and policies of our brain dead
president! KL

Honesty, kindness
BRAIDWOOD—Honesty and kindness are
expressed in Scripture. Honesty and kindness
create safety in our communities. Honesty and
kindness promote the good in each of us for the
good of all of us. The survival of our democracy
depends upon decency, honesty and kindness
rather than thuggery. How can evangelical
Christians support our former President who
despises, ridicules and violates everything
honest and all that is kind? A.S.

Ignoring the law
SHADOW LAKES—It’s been at least three
weeks now that the Supreme Court ordered
Biden to reinstate Trump’s border policy. But he
has not. This is the Supreme Court of the
United States of America. So I guess if Biden
could ignore it any of us who have to go to
court and are ordered by a judge to do something we don’t have to do it. Because when the
Supreme Court orders something it must be
obeyed. But if Biden and his Democrats don’t
have to obey it then why should any of us? My
name is Dan Hill.

The Big Spenders
MORRIS—I have an idea for the Morris
High School mascot. Name it “The Big
Spenders.” I see where the high school superintendent wants to hire a business manager
because the superintendent says he doesn’t
have the time to do that job. So now we are
going to create a new position probably with a
$100,000 or more salary and give it to somebody’s friend on the school board and raise
taxes. Why don’t the school boards wake up
around this country and quit giving out pay
raises and creating new jobs and spending all
this money.

600,000 and counting
SHADOW LAKES—Six hundred thousand
Illegals aliens have been released into our
country this month by Biden. We will pay for
their food, housing, education and health care
while U.S. Veterans go homeless, our national
debt goes up and China lends us the money.
China owns AMC Cinema, Smithfield foods, GE
appliances, Motorola, Snap shot and 40 million
acres of farm land. Does this scare you? It
should. Eddie

Have the right
COAL CITY—To Rude & Crude. I guess I hit
a nerve and offended you enough that you
went crazy! People are finally waking up and
taking a stand against crazy liberal policies! I
have the right to stand up and demand to know
what garbage they are teaching our kids at
school. I have a right to make election officials
accountable for a fair and legal vote count. I
have a right to hold elected politicians
accountable for their actions or non actions.
They are elected to protect and serve the people who they govern, not to act like dictators. If
you want scary, how about the many peaceful
protests/riots, that went on last year. Many
businesses were ransacked, destroyed and
burned. Cops who tried to help out were
attacked and blamed. Lastly, Trump hasn't
been president in 10 months, so stop blaming
him. Blame President Biden and liberal
Democrats. K. L.

Trillion $$ showdown
COAL CITY—I read “Economic crisis averted as Congress lifts debt ceiling.” The U.S.
House voted along party lines to raise the
national debt ceiling preventing a default that
economists warned about chaos and could
spark a global recession. This would allow the
government to meet its obligations until Dec. 3
when Congress must pass new spending legislation to avoid a government shut down. Debt
limit is a political game both parties have
played for years. If the Democrats insist on
ramming through a $5 trillion bill agenda without a Republican vote, Democrats alone should
own what’s involved in governing right now.

Twisted thinking
COAL CITY—President Biden’s Homeland
Security secretary ordered U.S. Immigrations
and Customs ICE enforcement to halt large
scale illegal immigration arrests at job sites.
Instead the agency will target the employers
who have violated labor laws and will ensure
the illegals who report labor violations won’t
risk facing deportations. How twisted is that
thinking?

The DMV nightmare
BRAIDWOOD—I’m from Braidwood and I
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had to make that terrible ride to the DMV
(Secretary of State’s drivers license office) in
Bradley. All the people are standing outside and
you have to go in one by one. The security
guard brings you in and you have to conduct to
a bunch of mean old women. It is disgusting.
Jesse White should hang his head low. They
should have some type of shielding outside
where they are standing outside in the cold. It
is the most disgusting thing I’ve ever seen.
Once again, Jesse White you should hang your
head in shame. Thank you.

Greed and corruption
COAL CITY—This nation was founded on
three branches of government with elected
officials working for every citizen. Today we still
have three branches of government but with
three people that have now become dictators
in three parts of our government. They’ve been
twisting the laws to fit their bank accounts and
have sold out its citizens for handfuls of gold
and silver which they worship. Along with
some of the strangest ideas that prove that they
have delusions about how they help the taxpayers, while they live in their palace and play
king Midas sitting on their thrones, counting
their coins, watching Americans struggle to live
while the dictators enjoy all the turmoil that
they have unleashed against the American citizens, refusing to honor their oath to the U.S.A.
The Democrat party has turned into a party of
greed and corruption without any decency or
humanity to the American citizens.

Hypocrites or traitors
WILMINGTON—If anyone has not yet
heard that General Colin Powell has passed
away because of complications from the Covid
virus even though he had taken the vaccine to
prevent this from happening. The Democrat
leaders want every first responder—police officers, firefighters, military personnel and health
care workers including the border control
agents—be inoculated against the virus or be
terminated from their employment. This is the
biggest scam they have performed in order to
destroy our country and turn into a dictatorship country while the elected officials continue to protect themselves completely with
armed guards, fences and top level health care.
It is long overdue that our elected officials
receive the same type of treatment they are
imposing on other Americans. No more fences
or any other form of protection for them with
tax payers funds.

We’ll all pay
SHADOW LAKES—Energy prices for heating are going to go up at least 30 this winter.
Gas may hit $4 a gallon. We have shortages of
everything because ports are backed up, This is
all on Biden's watch. It's his policies, remember Joe the buck stops here. All you will hear
from the Democrats is January 6, the virus and
impeach Trump. Don't look at the mess we
made, it will be fixed sometime in 2022. On the
upside, Biden said only the rich will pay more
under his administration so it looks like we are
all rich now. Thanks Joe. Eddie

Getting their wings
WILL COUNTY— Did you know, every
time an intelligent remark is made in Sound Off
with actual proven facts, an "angel gets its
wings”? Seriously, so many nasty, ignorant citizens have been in the group of Bible beating,
science deniers, dare I say racists of the worst
sort...forever I guess. So thankful for the occasional rational voice. The rural area of Will
County is an area of absolute ghost towns for a
reason. I read here on occasion just to celebrate
leaving that little piece of hell.

Those dam signs
WILMINGTON—Get lost! The Wilmington
dam has some fans to leave it as it is. All you see
is light blue “Save the Dam" signs. Whoever
started the signs, thank you. The latest city
decision is to put it in committee. If this was
our govt. we guess that The Turtle, would hide
bills, he doesn't like. The dam would never see
the light of day. Many people would be pleased
...so we will see. Are we done talking about the
dam? Dam lover.

Fauci knew
BRAIDWOOD— The truth is finally out.
The National Institute of Health (NIH) has
admitted that U.S. taxpayer money was given
to the research lab in Wuhan, China for gain-offunction research of the coronavirus. Our taxpayer money was routed by Fauci to a private
company in New York that then gave the
money to the Communist China government
to enhance the effects of a bat virus to make it
transmissible to humans. Fauci knew this. He
lied about it from the very beginning of the
pandemic. How do you feel about U.S. taxpayer money being a part of the cause of the pandemic? If every country sued the U.S. government because of its role in causing the pandemic it would be the end of our country as we
know it. Fauci should be fired & stripped of his
pension and all benefits. He needs to be prosecuted for lying under oath to Congress.

I don’t care
SHADOW LAKES—I read that a person is
afraid the property values of his home will drop
if the Wilmington dam is removed. Do I care?
Absolutely not! I hear, in the schools, they want
to teach CRT. I am sure you saw the school
meeting on the east coast when parents want
to know what their children are been taught
and CRT. Ok with me, I don’t have any children
in school. As far as I am concerned, gas can go
up to $ 4 a gallon, and it is almost there. I only
drive to Berkot’s once a week. That is the problem, when it does not affect you, you don’t care!
Sooner, or later, something is going to happen
that will affect you. Then we will hear the outrage. Case in point: When they came up with
this IRS going into your bank account to see
your transactions of $600, I heard a lot of outrage from my neighbors on this subject. You
better take an interest and get involved before
all your freedoms will turn into dust…Always
Margot Lane

Trial coup
WILMINGTON—It's true that a failed coup
is in reality a trial coup and is practice for
another future coup. Those who attempted the
first coup on Jan. 6 and have not been pun-

ished will most likely be successful the next
time they try it. This is how banana republics
throughout the world have changed from
democracies to dictatorships. If another insurrection takes place, it could very possibly overturn our government and we could soon join
the ranks of Venezuela, Hungary, Russia and
other countries who are no longer democracies. Ralph D

crew members can’t disembark because port
authorities won’t let them. Others refuse to
leave until they get back-pay they are owed,
which won’t happen. This is a global humanitarian crisis. Experts say Americans should
expect continued shortages at supermarkets,
pharmacies, appliance stores and online retailers well into 2022. 90% of all consumer goods
are shipped across oceans.

Hate mongers

Fire-prone future

COAL CITY—While watching the cynicism
of the Republican Party during the proceedings
of the Jan. 6 committee, the following question
should be asked. What happens to the rule of
law if only one political party believes in it?
Somehow the Republican Party thinks that
subpoenas need not be enforced. And what
damage is done to our nation when cruelty is
the norm, when vice is encouraged and virtue
is held in disdain by the members of that political party. Yes, reasonable and rational members of the Republican Party are being replaced
by harsh hate mongers. Vince

COAL CITY— LG Electronics agreed to pay
General Motors $1.9 billion, covering almost
the entire cost of recalling 141,000 Chevy Bolt
electric cars that were powered by fire prone
batteries made by South Korean company.
Perfect, our electric cars future!

Something stinks
BRAIDWOOD—Has anyone else noticed a
road being constructed at the Tryner farm from
Center St. to the water treatment plant? This is
to bring in more sewage to be processed from
other communities and not have these trucks
go through neighborhoods. A couple issues
here. First, water treatment plant is in city limits but Tryner farm is not. Is farm being
annexed into city limits or is this being swept
under the rug? Second, I think the sewage
charge currently is very high for residents now
and with trucking more in I can see bills going
up. Who approved this? As a resident of
Braidwood I don't appreciate my bill going up
for others can process sewage at our plant.
Good ole boy club strikes again at your cost.

Transparency
WILMINGTON—I just got caught up with
my reading of the Free Press Advocate. Kudos
to Ms. Fitzpatrick for sharing her story and to
Ms. Morrow for recognizing a caring
Wilmington neighbor and for student reporter
Ella Cooper for sharing an insight into the
Wilmington High School custodial staff and to
Mr. Fisher for defending the citizen's right to
transparency at public meetings. I checked out
the agenda for the Wilmington Township Board
meeting last week and saw they were to vote on
changing their meeting time to 5 p.m. from
6:30 p.m. because one of the trustees requested
the change. For those of us who work outside
of Wilmington, we don't get into town before
5:30 or 6:00 or later due to traffic. It seems like
this board doesn't want everyone to be able to
attend their meetings. This is a good example
of limiting any concerns the electors would
desire to bring before this board. The agenda
also stated that public comments would be
first. That limits any comments regarding any
motions passed by the board. It doesn't sound
to me like transparency is at the head of this
Township Board's agenda.

Total kindness
COAL CITY—To the young man who was
at the door at Berkot’s on Sunday night at about
5:30 p.m. when it was raining cats and dogs, I
thank you from the bottom of my heart. As we
both stood at the door to go out we exchanged
a few words about how hard it was raining and
how dark it was already. As we waited he asked
me (I am elderly) if that was my car at the end
of Berkot’s building. I said yes. He paused for a
moment then in his kindness he said (and it
was really raining), “Would you like me to
bring the car up to the door for you?” I replied,
“Well you will get all wet.” His reply was, “If it’s
ok with you I can do it.” Out he went into the
pouring rain brought my car right in front of
the door so all I had to do was get out and get
in. He grabbed my bags to help me put them in
the back seat of the car and help me into the
car. I don’t know who you are young man but
you are one special person. I thanked him
many times and I offered to give him something but he said no it’s ok. I’m so sorry you got
so wet helping me but I am sure your kindness
will not go unrewarded. God bless you and
thank you. M.H.

In good hands
WILMINGTON—While I do not personally
know any of the young people in the
Wilmington National Honor Society picture. I
think the future is in good hands. What a nice
group of well groomed, well behaved looking
students. Proud of you, from Manhattan.

Shipping crisis
COAL CITY—According to the Wall Street
Journal, from ports around the globe, at least
1,000 abandoned sailors are stranded on container ships and bulk carriers because the vessels’ owners went out of business during the
pandemic or decided to cut costs by abandoning the ships. The actual number is thought to
be much higher. Many sailors have chosen not
to speak for fear of being black listed. Some

Exempting migrants
SHADOW LAKES—Why is it Biden is so
concerned about everybody being vaccinated
except those coming across the border illegally? Maybe R.D. can explain this.

Right of conscience
CUSTER PARK—The Health Care Right of
Conscience Act in Illinois may be cited when it
comes to mandating certain workers get the
vaccine. The General Assembly declares that
people hold different beliefs about whether
certain health care services are morally acceptable. It is public policy to respect and protect
the right of conscience of all persons who
refuse to obtain, receive or accept, or who are
engaged in health care services whether acting
individually or in association with other persons; and to prohibit all forms of discrimination, disqualification, coercion, disability or
imposition of liability upon such persons or
entities by reason of their refusing to act contrary to their conscience or conscientious convictions in providing, paying for, or refusing to
obtain, receive, accept, deliver, pay for, or
arrange for the payment of health care services
and medical care. It is also public policy of the
State of Illinois to ensure that patients receive
timely access to information and medically
appropriate care. It shall be unlawful for any
person, public or private institution, or public
official to discriminate against any person in
any manner, including but not limited to,
licensing, hiring, promotion, transfer, staff
appointment, hospital, managed care entity, or
any other privileges, because of such person's
conscientious refusal to receive, obtain, accept,
perform, assist, counsel, suggest, recommend,
refer or participate in any way in any particular
form of health care services contrary to his or
her conscience.

Unhinged
COAL CITY—Have you noticed how crazy
people, homeless people and unstable people
of all sorts have a habit of disgracing themselves by walking around, talking loudly and
directly
into
the
face
of
others?
Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Green is such
a person and it's therefore no surprise she's
been removed from all committees. She's not
only an embarrassment but also a threatening
presence to her colleagues when she displays
the unhinged behavior of so many
Republicans. Kurt K.

Those in power
COAL CITY—President Biden is obsessed
not just tearing down all of President Trump’s
accomplishments but also finishing President
Barack Obama’s goal of remaking the U.S.A.
Open borders, gun control, trillions of dollars
in new deficits, spending being shoved down
our backs. The Democrat party wealthy on
both East and West coasts, media organizations
and all Big Tech companies, Facebook, etc.
have never ever had so much power, money
and influence as they have right now to trample our values and drag Americas future into
dependency, debt and decline.

All on welfare
President Biden has spent 70 days at his
home in Delaware since he’s been in office, yet
he claims he’s so busy he has never visited the
southern borders while illegals by the hundreds cross daily and get shipped out over the
country. Fort McCoy army base in rural
Wisconsin is hosting largest new Afghan evacuees, 12,600 refugees, half of them children.
Parents taking English classes. Biden administration wants to resettle 95,000 afghans by
2022. All on welfare, everything for free.

On the taxpayer dime
SHADOW LAKES—Biden is having a
$455,000 security fence put around his summer
home at our expense. Why do that? It’s gonna
be paid for by taxpayer money. When the border is wide open. How come the Democrats
concern themselves with security and armed
security when they do not want to build a border wall. They have armed security but they
want to disarm the average American. Maybe
Gary and Gloria can explain this to me. I’ve
asked many questions to them but they never
answer. My name is Dan Hill.
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A simple to make cocktail with a punch of flavor
The official start of the
Holiday season is rapidly
approaching. It sounds funny
to say that, but November is
less than one week away. I am
not sure what holiday gatherings are going to look like this
year, hopefully they are better
and safer than last year's gatherings. If you are in search of
the perfect dessert cocktail
that will please even the most
discerning crowds, you will
find it in the Brandy Alexander.
As is the case with many
classics, the origins of this
drink are unclear with several
competing claims of invention. We do know a few things
for sure, one is that the original
version of the drink predates
prohibition.
The Brandy
Alexander was known as “The
Alexander” prior to 1920. The
drink became wildly popular
during
prohibition
not
because the drink was good,
but because the gin was bad.
It turns out that only way to
make some of the bathtub gin
of the era palatable was to mix
it with heavy cream and
chocolate liqueur.
At some point in the years
following prohibition an
Alexander made with brandy
became
known
as
the
“Alexander #2”. The drink was
so rarely served with gin by the
time the 1960s and 1970s
rolled around that the Brandy
Alexander became the only
Alexander. The drink dominated the supper clubs and
fern bars of the era, particularly in the Northeast.
The drink is easy to make,
easy to enjoy. All that is needed is a bottle of brandy, cream,
and crème de cacao. We have
all used whipping cream, and

gets a “pass” when
most of us are
it comes to mixing
familiar
with
high end spirits
brandy, but what
where other cockexactly is crème de
tails do not.
cacao?
The Brandy
Crème
de
Alexander has a
cacao is a chocolate
history of service
liqueur that is availfollowing meals in
able in two varithe world's finest
eties: dark and
restaurants, and
light. The only difTHE SUNDAY
the most elegant
ference is the color,
COCKTAIL
parties. If you're
both liqueurs have
Brian Rung
going for a “high
the same sweet,
end”
Brandy
rich chocolate flavor. The Brandy Alexander has Alexander, use a cognac. The
a dessert-like appearance in best value in the cognac world
the glass, thanks in part to the is Remy Martin's 1738, Remy's
dark crème de cacao mixing VSOP is also quite good.
Courvoisier VS also works well
with the heavy cream.
The “light” crème de as does Hennessy, which is the
cacao is actually clear and is world's most popular cognac.
If you prefer a more tradiused in similar dessert drinks
Pink
Squirrel
and
the tional Brandy Alexander over
Grasshopper to preserve the one made with cognac, there
color of the drink.
A are many high-quality brandy
Grasshopper or Pink Squirrel options that are also reasonChristian
made with dark crème de ably priced.
cacao would taste great, but Brothers is the most balanced
would not look great. By the of the affordable options, E&J
way, the Brandy Alexander, will also perform well in cockPink
Squirrel,
and tails.
The cream used in the
Grasshopper are all prepared
the same way, served in the Brandy Alexander is typically
same type of glass, and gar- packaged as “fresh cream”,
nished with grated nutmeg. If “whipping cream”, or simply
you can make one, you can “cream”. Half and half may be
a bit light for the Brandy
make them all.
Conventional
cocktail Alexander, but it also works.
wisdom dictates that you hold The higher quality, organic
back the good stuff and use the cream is always best.
I love recipes that are easy
“mixer quality” brandy in a
heavy, sweet cocktail such as to remember. The Brandy
the Brandy Alexander. Mixer Alexander is one such recipe,
quality brandy will certainly and the only number that you
turn out a quality Brandy need to remember is “1”. The
Alexander, but a decent drink is made up of equal parts
cognac will turn out an even of the three ingredients, all
better one.
The Brandy poured in 1 oz. shots. The
Alexander has a certain three 1 oz. shots yield a drink
sophistication about it, and it that fits perfectly in a standard

coupe or Martini glass.
Speaking of glassware, use
quality glassware for this one.
It's dessert, after what is likely
going to be a meal with friends
and family, make it memorable. Pick up a set of quality
coupe glasses or Martini glasses, I prefer Martini glasses
because you can use them for
a wide variety of cocktails. You
have to admit, there is something elegant and extra special
about long-stemmed glassware.
It's ok to double or triple
the recipe if making multiple
drinks, remember to keep the
ingredients in equal parts.
The garnish is also key to a
great presentation, and for the
Brandy Alexander the perfect
garnish is grated nutmeg.
Nutmeg gives the drink that
extra bit of holiday spice that
always hits the spot, especially
in a dessert. It's ok to go a bit
over the top on this one. After
all, it's a dessert and it's supposed to be indulgent. Save
the diet resolutions for
January, treat yourself in the
interim.
The Brandy Alexander is
approved by zero diet plans.
Zero.
The Brandy Alexander is
built in a shaker and served in
a chilled cocktail (Martini)
glass.
Combine in shaker:
1 oz. brandy
1 oz. heavy cream
1 oz. crème de cacao
(dark)
Shake with ice, strain into
chilled glass
Garnish with grated nutmeg
Until next week, enjoy
responsibly.

Day care workers
told to get vaccinated
BY CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

HALLOWEEN

Trick-or-treat

SUNDAY, OCT. 31

Carbon Hill
4-7 p.m.

Godley
4-7 p.m.

Coal City
4-7 p.m.

Elwood
3-7 p.m.

Diamond
4-6 p.m.

Gardner
3-6 p.m.

Braidwood
4-7 p.m.

South Wilmington
4-6 p.m.

Wilmington
4-7:30 p.m.

Morris
4-6 p.m.

Braceville
4-7 p.m.

Mazon
4-7 p.m.

Essex plans
Halloween
party

Blood drive at
Fossil Ridge
Library

The Village of Essex will
have Halloween trick or treat
hours on Saturday, Oct. 30,
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. There
will also be a community
party at the community building from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. The
party will be full of games,
food and a costume contest at
7 p.m.

A blood drive hosted by
Versiti Blood Center of Illinois
will be held Friday, Oct. 29,
2021, from 1-5 p.m. at Fossil
Ridge
Public
Library's
Auditorium. Call the library at
815-458-2187 to register.

SPRINGFIELD—Gov. JB
Pritzker announced an executive order Friday, Oct. 22, that
will add day care personnel to
the list of professions that
must either be vaccinated
against COVID-19 or submit to
weekly testing.
The governor’s office said
it expects the order to affect
55,000 individuals in the state,
although many of them may
have already received a vaccine.
Children under 12 are not
yet eligible to receive any of
the approved vaccines in the
U.S., although Pfizer has asked
federal regulators to approve
its vaccines for children aged 5
to 11. Children 12 years of age
and older are currently eligible

for that vaccine.
Day care professionals
will be required to receive
their first dose by Dec. 3, and
their second by Jan. 3. Those
not fully vaccinated by Dec. 3
will have to submit to weekly
COVID-19 testing until they
are fully vaccinated, according
to the governor’s office.
There are 2,872 day care
centers in Illinois that are
licensed
through
the
Department of Children and
Family Services, the governor’s
office said in a news release.
Since August, the governor’s office has mandated the
same vaccine or testing
requirements for health care
professionals, teachers and
staff at Pre-K-12 schools, higher education personnel and
students, and a number of
state workers.

Majority of college students
favor vaccine mandate
Intelligent.com recently
surveyed 1,250 college students to find out how they feel
about campus vaccination
policies.
According to the findings,
15% of college students
oppose COVID-19 vaccine
mandate while 70% support
some form of a mandate.
The survey also revealed
31% of mandate-opposed students will opt for virtual classes if vaccines are mandated to
attend class in-person, 20%
will transfer and 15% say they
will claim religious or medical
exemption.
Additionally, 25% of mandate-opposed students say

vaccine requirements violate
individual freedom, 15% claim
the vaccine isn’t safe, 10% say
vaccine isn’t effective and 7%
believe the vaccine contains a
microchip.
Intelligent.com has also
reported 82% of college students plan to be vaccinated
before returning to campus in
the fall.
On the topic of masks,
63% of students surveyed say
they will voluntarily wear a
mask in various campus settings and the site pointed out
that non-vaccinated students
report the lowest level of
intention to wear a mask just
43%.

Wanted: Your engagement
or wedding announcement
There is no charge to submit an engagement, wedding
or anniversary announcement with a photo in this newspaper. Forms are available for these special occasions at 111 S,
Water Street, Wilmington; 271 S. Broadway, Coal City; or at
www.freepressnewspapers.com -> Submit-> (choose your
form). The deadline for Family Page announcements is noon
on Monday. Just stop in at one of our business offices for an
announcement form, or call 815-476-7966 or 815-634-0315.
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Blue Start Marker to be rededicated in Wilmington
The only Blue Star Memorial Marker
on the Illinois segment of Route 66, will be
rededicated again.
In 2006, the Wilmington Garden Club
sponsored the installation of the marker,
which honors all of the nation’s armed
forces, in front of the Malcolm J. Mayo
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #5422. It
was dedicated on Veterans Day of that
year and stood until the post was
destroyed by fire in late April of 2016.
The Blue Star Marker was saved with
the hope that one day after the post would
be rebuilt, the memorial would return.

That day will be Saturday, Nov. 13.
The Blue Star Memorial Marker program was started in 1945 after WWII. The
name refers to the blue star banners
hanging in the doors and windows of
homes denoting family members serving
overseas.
The Blue Star Memorial program
grew to extend thousands of miles across
the United States, including sites in Alaska
and Hawaii. New markers are dedicated
every year, along highways, and at veterans facilities, national cemeteries, parks,
civic and historic sites.

Wilmington will be on the list again
as a Blue Star Memorial Highway plaque
which will be unveiled at 11 a.m. Nov. 13.
It also coincides with the 95th birthday of
the start of Route 66.
A solemn but joyful event honoring
veterans and the mother of all roads,
Route 66, will take place in the VFW parking lot. The public is invited.
Following the ceremony the Route 66
band will be performing. There will be
food available inside the VFW located at
557 W. Baltimore St., Wilmington.

The good and the bad
Ranking the best,
worst and favorite
Halloween treats
STAFF REPORT
Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups rein when it comes to
Halloween candy.
It’s tradition that on Oct.
31 costumed characters roam
the streets in search of sweet
treats, everyone seeking out
their favorites as they empty
their pumpkin buckets, bags
and even pillow cases to
inventory the stash of candy
they collected by the end of
the night.
For the majority of
Americans, finding a peanut
cup is a win, finding a peanut
butter kiss—the ones wrapped
in orange and black paper—is
a loss.
Each Halloween season
the rankings of the most popular and worst candy are
released, and CandyStore.com

provides a comprehensive listing of the best and worst candy
by analyzing a dozen published reports and comparing
it to its own survey of what
trick-or-treaters want and
don’t want to find in their
bucket.
The 2021 list of America’s
favorites once again starts with
the beloved peanut butter cup,
followed by Skittles
that
moved up in the rankings from
number four on last year’s
CandyStore.com list.
M&M’s, Starburst and Hot
Tamales round out the top five
pushing Snickers from the
number three spot down to
eighth and getting Hot
Tamales on the top 10 list.
Sour Patch Kids came in at
number six, down one spot
from 2020, while joining the
list this year are Hershey
Kisses, Tootsie Pops and
Candy Corn, which is also
claims the top spot on the
worst candy list.
The 2021 rankings find a
few of last year’s favorites—
Twix, Kit Kat, Butterfinger,
Nerds and the Hershey Bar—

out of the mix.
CandyStore.com reports
172 million Americans will celebrate Halloween this year and
among them 96% will purchase candy.
Over 17,000 people participated in this year’s survey.
Along with candy corn, they
ranked circus peanuts and
those
festively
wrapped
peanut butter kisses as the top
three items no one wants to
find in their bucket...even
Charlie Brown might agree a
rock would be a better treat.
Rounding out the top five
worst candies to get on
Halloween are Smarties and
Neco Wafers—although we
know a lot of people like those
chalky discs of sugar.
Also making the list are
the sugar water filled wax cola
bottles, Good & Plenty and
black licorice.
The classic Tootsie Roll
that is always plentiful in the
treat bag on Halloween makes
the worst list, as do Mary
Janes—the candy, not the
shoe.
The CandyStore.com sur-

vey also breaks down the
candy choices by America’s
favorite and by state.
Illinoisians’ top pick in
2021 continues to be Sour
Patch Kids followed by Kit Kat
and Starburst.
Neighbors in Iowa prefer
M&M’s. Wisconsin residents
choose Butterfingers and
Indiana residents report
Starburst is their favorite,
Missouri residents continue to
favor Milky Way and Swedish
fish got moved down a rank in
Kentucky where the peanut
cup is the preferred Halloween
candy this year.
Halloween spending is
projected to increase by close
to $2 million this year, as
CandyStore.com reports overall spending is expected at
$10.14 billion, the majority of
that occurring within the first
two weeks of October.
A note to parents, it’s OK
to hide some of those surgery
treats as 50% of parents across
the U.S. say they stash some of
the candy their kids collect to
enjoy later.

Illinois remains last in rainy day funds
BY KEVIN BESSLER
THE CENTER SQUARE
A new study shows most
state’s rainy day funds have
eclipsed pre-pandemic highs,
but Illinois remains at the bot-

tom of the heap.
The
Pew
Charitable
Trusts analysis shows that 28
states expected their rainy day
fund balances to grow in fiscal
2021 from the previous year,
increasing the national total by
a net amount of $4.6 billion to
a new high of $82.2 billion.
Unprecedented federal
aid and smaller-than-anticipated tax revenue shortfalls
have allowed the majority of
states to avoid tapping into
their rainy day funds since the
beginning of the recession in
early 2020.
“These are really a state’s
best line of defense for eliminating budget gaps without
harming residents or their
economies during a recession

or in response to unforeseen
emergencies like the coronavirus pandemic," said Justin
Theal, an officer with Pew
Charitable Trusts.
Based on fiscal 2021 estimates savings, 21 of the 28
states with projected increases
in balances also posted
increases in the number of
days they could run government operations using rainy
day funds alone.
There is a wide variation
in how far each state’s rainy
day funds could stretch, from
enough to run government
operations for 301 days in
Wyoming to less than onetenth of a day in Illinois. The
median amount at the start of
this fiscal year could cover 28.5

days worth of general fund
spending.
The Illinois Comptroller
says if families do their best to
save for financial emergencies,
the state should too.
Susana Mendoza has
introduced a plan which she
says will strengthen Illinois’
rainy day fund which has been
next to nothing for years.
The proposal calls for triggering monthly transfers into
the Budget Stabilization Fund,
or rainy day fund, and also the
Pension Stabilization Fund
when the state’s bill backlog is
less than $3 billion. It would
occur at the point her office
said the state is paying bills
within a 30-day cycle, which is
customary in business.

Illinois nears the bottom for
recovery from unemployment
Illinois ranks near the bottom among the 50 states that
have witnessed the most
recovery from unemployment
since the Covid-19 pandemic
hit.
According
to
wallet
hub.com, the Land of Lincoln
ranks 48th among the 50 states
as far as people returning to
work since January, 2020.
States that ranked below
Illinois included Nevada,
Colorado and Hawaii who rely
heavily on tourism.
States with the most
recovery since 2020 are
Nebraska, West Virginia,
Montana,
Georgia
and
Oklahoma.

September’s jobs report
showed a slowing of job
growth.
The
economy
gained 194,000 nonfarm payroll jobs, compared to 235,000
the previous month. In
September, there were notable
gains in sectors including
leisure and hospitality, professional and business services,
retail trade, and transportation and warehousing.
Now, the U.S. unemployment rate sits at 4.8%, which is
still higher than it was before
the pandemic but is much
lower than the nearly historic
high of 14.8% in April 2020.
This overall drop can be attributed largely to a combination

of vaccinations and states
loosening restrictions. It will
take far more time to reduce
the unemployment rate to prepandemic levels than it did for
the virus to reverse over a
decade of job growth, though.
In order to identify the
states whose unemployment
rates are bouncing back most,
WalletHub compared the 50
states and the District of
Columbia based on five key
metrics that compare unemployment rate statistics from
the latest month for which
data is available (September
2021) to key dates in 2019 and
2020.

Boeing to build Navy planes in Illinois
BY KEVIN BESSLER
THE CENTER SQUARE
A new high-tech Navy
plane will be built in Illinois.
Boeing announced it will
build the MQ-250 Stingray
unmanned aerial refueler at a
nearly 300,000 square foot
facility at the MidAmerica
Airport in Mascoutah, IL near
St Louis. It is the Navy’s first
carrier-based unmanned aircraft.
Construction of the facility is expected to begin later
this year and be completed by
2024. As part of its agreement
with the state, Boeing has
committed to an initial investment of at least $200 million
over 15 years.
“Right here, MidAmerica
Airport, it is a cornfield now,
but it is going to be a field of
dreams when it comes to aviation and protecting America,”
said Senator Dick Durbin at
Friday’s announcement.
For two years, Boeing and

the Navy have been flight testing the MQ-25 test asset from
MidAmerica Airport, where in
recent missions it has refueled
a F/A-18 Super Hornet and an
F35C Lightning II.
The new production center in a town of 8,000 is expected to create 150 initial jobs,
including mechanics, engineers and support staff, but
officials say employment
could reach up to 300 with
additional orders.
“The team and state-ofthe-art technology we’re
bringing to the Navy’s MQ-25
program is unprecedented,
and we’re incredibly proud to
be expanding both as we build
the future of autonomous systems in Illinois,” said Kristen
Robertson, general manager of
Autonomous
Systems
at
Boeing Defense, Space and
Security.
The Navy intends to procure more than 70 Stingray aircraft and a majority of those
will be built at the new facility.

The new MQ-25 facility
will be in addition to existing
manufacturing operations at
Boeing St. Clair, which produces components for the CH47 Chinook, F/A-18 Super
Hornet, and other defense
projects.

Island City
Baptist Church
to hold Fall Fest
The Island City Baptist
Church will be putting on a
Fall Fest for families on
Saturday, Oct. 30 at the
Veterans Park, across from the
church at Vine and Williams
streets, Wilmington.
There will fun activities
for kids such as trunk or treating, games and activities,
snacks and face painting. Rain
location will be inside the
Island City Baptist Church.
It is open to everyone.
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Helping Federally threatened eastern
prairie fringed orchids at Midewin
With its recognizable lacy
white wisps, the federally
threatened Eastern prairie
fringed orchid (Platanthera
leucophaea) was once one of
the most distinct icons of the
Illinois prairies. In recent
years, however, there are fewer
and fewer of the ornamental
blooms
decorating
the
prairies. That’s all changing
now, though, as federal partners team up to bring these
ornate but struggling, yet
resilient, native Illinois prairie
plants back from the brink.
Over 10 years of federal
partner collaboration culminated in June as volunteers
and staff members with the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
and the USDA Forest Service
multiplied their efforts to pollinate the struggling Eastern
prairie fringed orchid, by hand
at Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie. They hope that their
dedicated work can result in
increased seed production and
ultimately, more of the Eastern
prairie fringed orchids.
Eastern prairie fringed
orchids are nocturnally fragrant and typically they are
pollinated by nocturnal hawk
moths. Pollinating orchids by
hand increases seed production, thereby giving the species
a better chance to increase its
Courtesy photo by Michelle Pearion
numbers and thrive.
POLLEN SACS OF the Eastern prairie fringed orchid, (Platanthera
“Little is known regarding leucophaea) are visible as tiny yellow specks on the tips of toothhawk moth population health, picks.
and the orchid’s dependence
on these insects make them
vulnerable to fluctuations in hawk moth numbers,” said USDA FS Botanist Michelle

Hines VA to offer flu
shots during Morris visit
The Edward Hines Jr. VA
Hospital outreach team and
the Grundy County Veterans
Assistance
Commission
[GCVAC] with the support of
the Morris American Legion
will be enrolling veterans and
answering questions about VA
health care and other VA benefits on Monday, Nov.1.
The team will be available
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Morris American Legion, 212
W. Washington St., Morris.
Seasonal flu shots will be
available for the next couple of
months from the outreach
team. A veteran must be
enrolled in the VA health care
system to receive a flu shot.
This event is free and
open to all area veterans, there
is no need to register.
Individuals may be eligible for VA health care benefits
if they served in the active military, naval, or air service and
didn’t receive a dishonorable
discharge. Those who enlisted
after Sept. 7, 1980, or entered
active duty after Oct. 16, 1981,
must have served 24 continu-

ous months or the full period
for which they were called to
active duty. There are other criteria that may also make one
eligible for VA health care.
Bring a copy of your
DD214 and a photo ID to
enroll. Those who do not have
a copy of their DD 214, the
Grundy County VAC can assist
in getting one.
“Were you aware that VA
health care is not a health
insurance but they are actually
a health care provider?
With VA health care, you
can do regular checkups with
your VA primary care provider
or seek out specialty care from
specialists [like cardiologists,
gynecologists, and mental
health providers]. You can
access veterans health care
services like home health and
geriatric [elder] care, and you
can get medical equipment,
prosthetics, and prescriptions.
If you would like more
information about the Hines
VA outreach program, please
contact Patrick Grimes at 708904-1473.

Island City Homemakers
needs items for the homeless
The
Island
City
Homemakers are collecting
things for the homeless
through St. Joseph’s closet at
the
Wilmington
Park
District/Fitness Center, 315 N.
Water St., Wilmington.
A box is there for distribution.
Items being sought: washable/reusable masks, lotion,
sunblock,
toothbrushes,
toothpaste,
non-alcoholic
mouthwash, shampoos, conditioners, soaps, feminine
products: pads and tampons,
lip balms, deodorant, baby
wipes, hand wipes, travel
kleenex packs, band aids, nail
files, plastic water bottles,
packs of underwear, packs of
socks, drawstring bags (to
place supplies in to give to
patients).
For clothing our biggest
needs right now: socks - various sizes - children sizes to

The pumpkin state
It’s more than just the
Land of Lincoln, Illinois is also
the pumpkin state.
Illinois produced about
564 million pounds of pumpkins in 2020, making it the
largest pumpkin grower in the
U.S. by a long shot.
For perspective, the country's next four largest pumpkin
producers—California,
Indiana, Texas, and Virginia—
yielded about 400 million
pounds combined.
According to LawnStarter,
one will find four Illinois cities
in its top 100 best cities for
pumpkin lovers, including
Aurora at number 10, Chicago,
Naperville, and Joliet—numbers 22, 41 and 70, respectively.

All four cities are about a
two-hour drive from the small
town of Morton, which has
been dubbed the Pumpkin
Capital of the World since 1978
because around 85% of the
world's canned pumpkin
comes
from
Libby's
Processing Plant in town.
Morton wasn't quite large
enough to make it into
LawnStarters ranking, but it's
certainly a must-see site for
pumpkin fanatics.
LawnStarter compared
nearly 200 of the biggest U.S.
ciies for its most recent pumpkin survey that looked at
everything from pumpkin
patches to pumpkin spiced
lattes.

Pearion.
By moving one pollen sac
from one plant to another, utilizing the tip of a toothpick,
the plants are pollinated, by
hand.
“Pollinating by hand at
other sites has proven successful, and Midewin National
Tallgrass Prairie is no exception,” Pearion said. “By lending a helping hand to the
orchid, we should all enjoy the
fruits of our labor for generations to come.”
With the recent efforts at
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie and elsewhere, more
and more Eastern prairie
fringed orchids could be
noticeably visible again soon.
They like mesic to wet prairies
and can grow well in wetter
environments like sedge
meadows or sometimes even
in marshes. Restoration teams
seem to already be on the right
track in bringing them back to
these environments. While out
collecting data recently at
Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie,
Pearion
happily
encountered a positive sign of
hope: An Eastern prairie
fringed orchid that had been
pollinated by hand just a few
months ago boasted a sac
plump with seeds.
“It appears we’ve come
full circle in our efforts to
encourage growth of the
species,” Pearion said. “We
want to pollinate as many as
we can again next year, as well.
The more the better!”

Lucca is
looking for
a good home
LUCCA IS APPROXIMATELY 1
year old Shepherd and Great
Pyrenees mix. Adoption fee
i n c l u d e s n e u t e r, r a b i e s
shot, distemper, microchip and
fecal exam. Please contact
Hopeful Tails Animal Rescue if
you are interested today at
hopefultailsadoptions@outlook.com.

adult. Sweatpants, sweatshirts
and t-shirts - various sizes childrens sizes to XXXL adult,
reusable or disposable rain
ponchos (for spring).
Other items: drawstring
backpacks and backpacks,
water bottles, snack items individual sized, sample bags
of dog food, dark colored large
garbage bags.

Time is running out for
Chamber button winner
Ad of late Tuesday the winner of the Wilmington Chamber’s
Autumn Festival of Crafts button drawing had yet to claim the
$925 prize. That was half the amount raised leading up to the
Oct. 10 drawing at the conclusion of the festival. The winner
must claim the prize by showing the winning button #285 before
Nov. 1, otherwise a new button number will be drawn. To claim
the prize call the Chamber phone at 815-476-5991.
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Raymond L. Favero
BRAIDWOOD— Raymond
L. Favero, 94, of Braidwood,
passed away peacefully
Friday, Oct. 22, 2021 at
Heritage Health Nursing Home in
Dwight.
He was born June 26, 1927 in
Wilmington, the son of Peter and
Marguerite E. (nee Girot) Favero. Ray
married Mary Jean Patterson on Oct. 24,
1953 in Braidwood and soon after joined
the United States Army serving from 19551956 with the military police, stationed in St.
Nazaire France. He farmed in the Will County
area since his early 20’s and also worked for the
state of Illinois for 30 years. Ray was a Reed
Township Trustee serving for 55 years and longtime member of the Ford/Fordson Collectors
Association. He enjoyed restoring Ford Tractors
and displaying them at numerous Ford Tractor
meets.
Ray will always be remembered for the various animals he had on his property. For many
years he had cared for yaks, llamas, draft horses,
rhea birds, and the most memorable were his
deer. Ray was a man who wore many hats, his
hard work ethic, witty humor, and love for his
family will always be remembered.
Surviving are three children: Mark (Leann)
Favero, of Wilmington; Raymond Jeffrey Favero,

of Braidwood and Lori (Matt) Kelly, of
Highland Park, IL; four grandchildren:
Stephanie (Drew) Offermann, Stephen
Favero, Lily and Griffin Kelly; sister,
Anna Hobbs, of Braidwood and
numerous nieces, nephews, and their
families.
Preceding him in death were his
parents, wife, Mary Jean (nee
Patterson) Favero (Jan. 6,2005); brother, Pete Favero and sister, Shirley
(Roland) Jackson.
Visitation for Ray will be at the R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory,
Braidwood, Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021 from 4-8
p.m. Funeral services will also be at the funeral
home, Thursday, Oct. 28, 2021 at 10 a.m.
Interment will follow in Oakwood Cemetery,
Wilmington.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in
his name may be directed to Uplifted Care:
https://upliftedcare.org/make-a-difference
/make-a-donation/.
For more information and to visit his
online guestbook, log on to www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or find them on Facebook.
R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory
401 E. Main St., Braidwood is in charge of
arrangements.

Darwin J. Lang
COAL CITY—Darwin J.
Lang, 81, of Coal City, passed
away Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021
at OSF Saint Francis
Medical Center in Peoria.
Born May 12, 1940 in Butte, MT,
Darwin John was the son of John and
Esther Lang. He was raised and educated in Butte, MT and would serve honorably in the United States Navy before
going on to marry Sharon Kinser on Oct.
30, 1960. He held employment at Caterpillar
tractor company for 32 years. Darwin enjoyed
making different types of pens and caring for
any animal he could find. He had a touch of
orneriness yet he loved other’s even if they were
not family.
Survivors include one daughter, Sandra

(the late Dennis) Beckman; one grandchild, Steve Beckman and Eric Bauer
who was like family.
He was preceded in death by his
parents and his wife, Sharon Lang in
2012.
Per his wishes cremation rites
have been accorded.
Family and friends are encouraged to sign the guest book, upload
photographs and share Darwin’s memorial page online through social media by
logging onto: www. ReevesFuneral.com/obituary/Darwin-Lang
Cremation services have been made under
the direction and care of Reeves Funeral
Homes, Ltd. in Coal City.

Patricia Mary Konter
BRAIDWOOD—Patricia Mary Konter,
74, of Braidwood, passed away peacefully Monday, Oct. 25, 2021 at her home.
Born Oct. 16, 1947 in Chicago, IL,
she was the daughter of Elwin and
Marilyn (nee Firnbach) Orendorff. Pat
worked for Catholic Charities for
many years, retiring from the payroll
department. She was a member of
Glass Impressions Corvette Club and
enjoyed attending many Corvette events
that were held throughout the nation. She
thoroughly enjoyed traveling extensively
around the world with her husband, Roland.
After their trips, she loved coming back home to
preserve the many memories made with scrapbooks and photographs.
Surviving are her husband of 49 years,
Roland Leonard Konter, who she married May
6, 1972 in Schaumburg, IL; son, Matthew
Konter, of Spokane, WA; daughter, Cheryl

Konter, of Anchorage, AK; two brothers,
James Michael Orendorff, of Kingman,
AZ and Dennis Robert (Barbara)
Orendorff, of Las Vegas, NV; three sisters: Kathleen Marie (Mark), of
Kingman, AZ; Janet Lee (the late Pat)
Zielinski, of Kingman, AZ and Mary
Susan (Gary) Blau, of Phoenix, AZ;
numerous nieces and nephews and
close friends: Valerie Setchell and
Hannah and Simon Walder, of England.
Preceding her in death were her parents and brother, Lawrence Kent Orendorff.
Per Pat's wishes, cremation rites will be
accorded.
For more information and to visit her
online guestbook, log on to www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or find them on Facebook.
R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory, Braidwood, is entrusted with the
arrangements.
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John E. Fuchsen
WILMINGTON— John E.
Fuchsen, 74, of Wilmington,
passed away Saturday, Oct.
23, 2021 at Franciscan
Village in Lemont, IL.
Born March 25, 1947 in Joliet,
John was the son of Joseph P. and
Helen (Tyrrell) Fuchsen. He was a lifelong resident of Wilmington, graduating from St. Rose Grade School,
Wilmington High School with the class of
1966, and Lewis University in 1977.
John was a member of the US Army
Reserves from 1969 to 1975 and belonged to St.
Rose Catholic Church in Wilmington. He was
employed as a Facility Manager and
Maintenance Manager at Johnson and Johnson
Personal Products, and as a Maintenance
Manager by Armor Pharmaceuticals (now CSL).
For more than 50 years, John was known as
a builder, land owner and landlord in the
Wilmington, Mazon and Dwight areas. In his
free time, he enjoyed traveling with family and
friends.
Survivors include one daughter, Erin E.
Fuchsen, of Chicago; three sisters: JoAnn
(Louis) Wozniak, of Mahomet, IL; Judy (Rick)
Siegler, of Waupaca, WI and Jan Fuchsen, of

Waukesha, WI; nieces and nephews: Louis
J. (Karen) Wozniak and their children,
Lucas and Lexi; Matt (Rita) Siegler and
their children, Jack and June and
Emily (Ben) Taylor and their daughter,
Scotia.
The family will receive friends for
a visitation at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in
Wilmington, on Wednesday, Oct. 27,
2021 from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.
Funeral services will follow in Saint
Rose Catholic Church, 604 S. Kankakee St. in
Wilmington, where a Mass of Christian Burial
will be celebrated at 11 a.m.
Burial will be in Mount Olivet Catholic
Cemetery, Wilmington.
Preferred memorials my be made as gifts in
John's memory to St. Rose Catholic Church.
Family and friends may sign the online
guestbook, upload photographs, or share John’s
memorial page online by logging onto:
www.BaskervilleFuneral.com/obituary/JohnFuchsen
Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.

Kenneth D. McComb
ST. ANNE—Kenneth D. McComb, of
St. Anne, formerly of Ransom, 74, died
on Oct. 19, 2021 at Riverside Hospital
in Kankakee after complications from
heart surgery.
Kenny was born March 2, 1947 at
the Morris Hospital, the middle son
of Wayne and Aggie (Buffo) McComb.
He married Rebecca (Becky) Estes on
Aug. 12, 1972 in Ransom. She preceded
him in death in May of 2018.
In the first part of his young life, Kenny
was raised on a farm near Dwight. The
McComb family then moved to Ransom where
he attended Ransom Grade School and participated in band. Kenny attended Dwight High
School, graduating at the top of the class of
1965. Following their marriage in 1972, Kenny
and Becky settled on the family homestead in
Ransom and farmed there for the next 43 years.
He was proud of his profession and was thorough and particular in everything he did. Prior
to their retirement, Kenny and Becky also
owned a seed company, growing sales from 75
bags to 12,000 bags of Beck’s Hybrids annually.
Kenny was a car buff and enjoyed working
on and fixing up classic vehicles. He participated in many Classic Car Shows throughout the
years where his talents on their 1956 Chevy,
1957 Chevy and 1956 Buick garnered dozens of

awards. Kenny enjoyed playing euchre
and cheering on the Chicago Bears.
Surviving are his son, Jason and
his wife, Rhonda McComb and grandson, Lucas McComb, all of
Bourbonnais. Other survivors include
his brothers: Wayne (Judy) McComb,
of Morris; George McComb and Mike
Hoover, of Verona and the Estes siblings. He is also survived by his companion, Jan Giardina, and his best friend of
almost 70 years, John Trewartha.
In addition to his wife, Kenny was preceded in death by his parents, Wayne and Aggie
McComb.
A Memorial Service will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021 at Baskerville
Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., Wilmington.
His family will receive friends one hour before
the service. The family requests that facemasks
be worn while attending both the visitation and
memorial service.
In lieu of flowers memorials can be made
to the River Valley Animal Rescue, 3960 N.
Vincennes Trail, Momence, IL 60954.
Arrangements were made under the direction and care of Baskerville Funeral Home in
Wilmington.

Chris A. Peterson
SHOREWOOD—Chris A. Peterson,
80, of Shorewood, passed away Friday,
Oct. 22, 2021 at Amita Health Holy
Family Medical Center, Des Plaines,
IL.
Born Oct. 13, 1941 in Joliet, he
was the son of Chris Arthur and
Lorena (Ott) Peterson Sr.
Chris was raised with his family in
Wilmington, where he attended
Wilmington Grade School and graduated
from Wilmington High School, class of
1959, with many of his early childhood friends.
Chris was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church in Wilmington. In school, he was an
active participant in baseball, football, and basketball. Chris graduated from Illinois State
University in 1965 with a major in Physical
Education and a minor in History.
Chris married Brigitte Malnar on May 22,
1971 at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Joliet and
together they made their home in the Joliet and
Shorewood area where they raised their only
child, son, Michael. As a family they were members of the Church of St. Jude in Joliet.
At Minooka High School Chris taught
Civics and American History, and coached basketball, football, and baseball. He was a wellrespected teacher and employee. After teaching
35 years, Chris retired from Minooka High
School. He then worked many years full time as
a support staff at Plainfield High School
(Central and East) in Plainfield. During his
entire teaching career, Chris was also employed
by Midwestern Gas Transmission, working
summers and weekends.
Chris and his son, Mike, were active for

many years in the Civil War Reenactment
Group 64th Illinois Company E Yates
Sharpshooters. Chris was a member
since 1982 of the Moose Lodge #300
and enjoyed their Friday Night fish fry
with his family. Chris was an avid fan
of the Chicago Bears, Chicago White
Sox, Chicago Bulls, and the Joliet
Jackhammers/Slammers.
Surviving are his devoted son,
Michael C. Peterson, of Shorewood; his
loving sister, Shirley Peterson (David) Prest,
of Tempe, AZ; sister-in-law, Mary ( Jack)
McClintock, of Joliet and cousins, Frank (Joan)
Heeg and John (Linda) Heeg, both of Lemont,
IL. Several nieces and nephews also had the
privilege of knowing him as their Uncle Chris.
He was preceded in death by his beloved
wife, Brigitte (Malnar) Peterson (May 2, 2009),
his parents, a brother, Gene Doolittle and a sister, Delores Doolittle Weidenbach Garcia.
Visitation for Chris Peterson will be held
Friday, Oct. 29, 2021 from 4-7 p.m., at the Fred
C. Dames Funeral Home, 3200 Black Road,
Joliet. Additional visitation will be held
Saturday, Oct. 30, 2021 from 9 a.m. until the
time of funeral services at 10 a.m., at the funeral home. Interment will be in St. Joseph
Cemetery, 1500 N. Raynor Ave., Joliet.
Preferred memorials can be made in
Chris's memory to the charity of the donors'
choice.
For more information visit his Memorial
Tribute at www.fredcdames.com.
Fred C. Dames is in charge of arrangements.

WWW.FREEPRESSNEWSPAPERS.COM

The Free Press Advocate, The Braidwood Journal, The Coal City Courant, Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021, page 9

The battle over national parks with Native Americans
Dear EarthTalk: What's up
with efforts by Native
Americans to take back the
national parks?
-- C. Woodend, Brea, CA
Prior to white settlement,
as many as 15 million
Indigenous people inhabited
what would come to be called
the contiguous United States;
by the 1890s only about
250,000 remained. Today,
roughly five million Native
Americans live in the Lower 48,
but they control only about
two percent of the lands.
Recently tribal activists have
renewed efforts to remedy this
historical misappropriation by
demanding that control of the
national parks be given back to
the tribes.
“The national parks are
sometimes called 'America's
best idea', and there is much to
recommend them,” reports
Leech Lake Ojibwe tribal member and author David Treuer in
a recent op-ed in The Atlantic.
“But all of them were founded
on land that was once ours,
and many were created only
after we were removed,
forcibly, sometimes by an

invading army and other times
following a treaty we'd signed
under duress.”
Indeed, Indians were
extricated from Yellowstone,
Glacier and Yosemite national
parks despite their ancestors
having lived there for 10,000
years. But what happened in
these landmark parks was just
the tip of the iceberg, as
Indigenous peoples were
“robbed” of hundreds of other
naturally significant sites from
coast to coast as well.
“Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore, in Wisconsin, was
created out of Ojibwe homelands; the Havasupai lost
much of their land when
Grand Canyon National Park
was established; the creation
of Olympic National Park, in
Washington
prevented

Quinault tribal members from Everglades National Park was food,” reports Treuer.
exercising their treaty rights created on Seminole land that
Since we live in a time of
within its boundaries; and the tribe depended on for “historical reconsideration,”
he says, the national parks
should be returned to Native
control. “Indians should tendand protect and preservethese favored gardens again,”
he writes, adding that not only
would making such a transition be good for tribes, it would
also be good for the American
people and the parks themselves, which he says have
been mismanaged in recent
decades and currently face
insurmountable federal maintenance and other backlogs.
“All 85 million acres of
national-park sites should be
turned over to a consortium of
federally recognized tribes in
the United States,” urges
Treuer, excepting “a few areas
run by the National Park
Service, such as the National
Mall.” The total acreage would
be a far cry from the 90 million
acres taken from tribes by
1887's General Allotment Act,

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS activists are calling on the U.S. to return
control of Yellowstone and most of the rest of the nation’s national parks over to the tribes.

Lights out this Halloween
would plan a whole year to disTHE guise themselves so no one
would guess who they were
just for bragging rights. It was a
Halloween has always fun family party.
I grew up and married a
been my favorite holiday. From
first grade when I could man who loved Halloween as
become anything from an much as I did. We would dress
angel to a ghoul, from a up and visit friends and family
princess to a devil. We would for laughs and fun. As our chilgarther in our school yard with dren came he would build a
a pillow case and set out to fill campfire and tell scary stories
as we roasted marshmellows.
our bags. We trotted all over
The Lions in town hosted a
our small town for two nights. Spook Hike that drew people
People would ask us in to for miles. I remember making
unmask and ask who our par- scarecrows at the local library
ents were. We were given hot and serving hot cocoa and
cocoa and cookies or home- cookies to the Spook Hike
made popcorn balls or fresh crowd.
apples. It was a happy time.
Then a scare enveloped
There was always a party the country with razor blades
at the High School. The adults

BY JOANNE FITZPATRICK
SPECIAL
TO
FREE PRESS NEWSPAPERS

Bake, craft sale coming
The First Presbyterian Church of Wilmington is having a
bake sale and craft sale on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There will be plenty of bakery items to chose from including
cookies and pies.
The crafters are crocheters who will have baby items, hats,
scarves, household items and more. There are all kinds of
wreaths and center pieces for the holidays, sentsy candles,
homemade dog and cat collars, leashes, dog treats and more.

in apples and medicine bottles
being tampered with. We put
together block parties for a few
years. Most of the neighbors
helped out with haunted houses and movies and treats and
games.
Coming home late from
work one year my husband
donned a large garbage bag for
him and a smaller one for his
son and they went as Big Trash
and Little Trash and won first
prize. Soon most of the children outgrew Trick or Treat or
moved on to bigger adventures.
Then sadly in 2002 my
husband passed away so this
was the beginning of our
October bonfires to remember
him and to tell his Headless
Chicken story. In 2009 I began
to decorate my front yard. I
would purchase one or two
new items each year. It took us
three days to set up this year
and we were very proud of our
display.
Invitations were sent out
for Saturday, Oct. 16 for our
annual bonfire and chili supper. Then tragedy. At 3:00 a.m.

Saturday morning we were
awakened by lights in our
driveway and opening the
front door found a pick-up
truck sitting in the decorated
graveyard.
Witches and bones and
skeletons were scattered, the
soft yard was torn up and two
neighbor’s mail boxes were
gone. Yes, we called the
Wilmington Police who called
it a crime scene. A tow truck
apppeared and pulled the
truck out of the soft lawn creating more damage. I have over
$1,500 in ruined decorations
and two front yards torn up
and two mailboxes gone and as
of today no police report in
order to make an insurance
claim.
We did have our bonfire
that evening and my granson
told the Headless Chicken
story. But it will be a long time
before I resurrect the graveyard
and turn the lights on.
That’s my Halloween story
Oct.
25,
2021.
Joanne
Fitzpatrick, 1508 Widows Rd.
Wilmington.

Illinois Valley Area of
Illinois gas prices go up NA to host meetings
Illinois gas prices have
risen 8.3 cents per gallon in
the past week, averaging
$3.50/g,
according
to
GasBuddy's daily survey of
4,378 stations in Illinois.
Gas prices in Illinois are
23.0 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago and stand
$1.30/g higher than a year ago.
According to GasBuddy price
reports, the cheapest station
in Illinois is priced at $3.09/g
while the most expensive is
$3.99/g, a difference of 90.0
cents per gallon.
The lowest price in the
state is $3.09/g while the highest is $3.99/g, a difference of
90.0 cents per gallon.The
national average price of gasoline has risen 3.8 cents per gallon in the last week, averaging
$3.36/g. The national average
is up 17.1 cents per gallon
from a month ago and stands
$1.21/g higher than a year ago.

“Gas prices continued to
soar in a majority of the nation
over the last week as oil's
meteoric rise pulls gasoline
and other refined product
prices higher. But, there may
be some light at the end of the
tunnel,” said Patrick De Haan,
head of petroleum analysis for
GasBuddy.
“The sharp rise we've
seen over the last three weeks
should begin slowing down
soon, barring another jump in
the price of oil. This is because
gasoline prices have now
largely caught up to the jump
in oil that started nearly a
month ago. This isn't an all
clear for the future, however,
as oil prices could rise again at
any time. But for now, oil has
held around $83 per barrel,
and without a further climb,
gas price increases should
slow down soon in the bulk of
the nation.”

The Illinois Valley Area of Narcotics Anonymous holds
meetings Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays for anyone who
needs help coping with drug abuse.
On Tuesdays, “Fight for life” meeting can be found in Coal
City at the United Methodist Church on 6805 E. McArdle Rd.,
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
On Wednesdays, “Working the steps” meeting is in
Channahon at the United Methodist Church, on 24751 W.
Eames St. The meeting is from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday’s meeting is “Making amends” and will be located
at the United Methodist Church in Coal City. Meeting times are
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

AA meetings at
Masonic Lodge
The Wilmington Masonic
Lodge at 311 N. Main St.,
offers Alcohomic Anonymous
meetings on Thursdays at 7
p.m.
Anyone seeking more
information can contact
Geoge Roesel at 815-509-7001

he maintains, which regulated
land rights on tribal lands (and
served to further splinter
already displaces tribal communities). It would ensure
unfettered access to tribal
homelands and would go a
long way toward restoring the
dignity of America's original
peoples.
“To be entrusted with the
stewardship of America's most
precious landscapes would be
a deeply meaningful form of
restitution,” he concludes.
“Alongside the feelings of awe
that Americans experience
while contemplating the godrock of Yosemite and other
places like it, we could take
inspiration in having done
right by one another.”
EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. See more
at https://emagazine.com. Send
questions to: question@earthtalk.org.
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Attorney Lynch files
Barber estate claim

Attorney Lynch files
VanEck estate claim

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ARLENE E. BARBER, Deceased; No. 21 P
862
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the
death of Arlene E. Barber. Letters of Office
were issued to Angela Harris whose
address is 13606 Boerne Canyon Lane,
Cyress, TX 77429 as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record is
Marilyn L. Wysocki of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois 60435.
Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the representative, or both, on or before the 27th
day of April, 2022 if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Marilyn L. Wysocki
For the Estate of Arlene E. Barber,
Deceased
BY: Marilyn L. Wysocki
1861 Black Road
Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000
Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, October 27,
November 1 and 8, 2021.

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JENNIFER LYNN VANECK, Deceased;
No. 21 P 894
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the
death of Jennifer Lynn VanEck. Letters of
Office were issued to Breanna T. VanEck
whose address is 2453 Timber Springs
Drive, Joliet, IL 60432 as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney of record is
Jennifer M. Lynch of June, Prodehl, Renzi
& Lynch, L.L.C., 1861 Black Road, Joliet,
Illinois 60435.
Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will
County Courthouse, 14 W. Jefferson
Street, Joliet, Illinois 60431, or with the representative, or both, on or before the 27th
day of April, 2022 if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the representative is required
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered by claimant to the
representative and to the attorney within
ten (10) days after it has been filed.
Jennifer M. Lynch
For the Estate of Jennifer Lynn VanEck,
Deceased
BY: Jennifer M. Lynch
1861 Black Road
Joliet, IL 60435
815-725-8000
Atty No.: 06275404
Published in the Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, October 27,
November 1 and 8, 2021.

Serna files petition for adoption

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON
COUNTY OF SNOHOMISH
In re the ADOPTION of:
CHRISTOPHER SERNA
DOB: 05/07/2005
BRANDY SERNA
DOB: 06/22/2006
Persons under the age of 18.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Clerk’s Action Required

TO: JOSE LUIS SERNA OROZCO
1.
The Petitioners have filed with the Clerk of the above Court a Petition requesting
relinquishment of the above-named child to them and praying that the parent/child relationship between the father (alleged father) of the above- named child and the abovenamed child be terminated.
2.
A copy of the Petition is attached hereto.
3.
You may respond to this Summons and Petition by filing a written response with the
Clerk of the Court and serving a copy of your response on the person signing this
Summons. If you do not serve your written response within twenty (20) days, or thirty (30)
days if served outside of this state, after the date this Summons was served on you, exclusive of the day of service, the Court may enter an Order of Default against you permanently
terminating all of your rights to the above-named child. The Court may, without further
notice to you, enter an Order relinquishing the child to the Petitioners, terminating your parent/child relationship, and approving or providing for the adoption of the above-named children.
4.
The child, Christopher, was born on May 7, 2005. In the city of Joilet, IL.
5.
The child, Brandy, was born on June 22, 2006. In the city of Joilet, IL.
6.
The children's mother was Gloria Rosales (deceased)
7.
The court hearing on this matter shall be held on the following date and time:
DATE:
December 6, 2021
TIME:
9:00 AM
(10:45 AM)
PLACE:
SNOHOMISH COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
ROOM:
TBD
8.
Your failure to appear at this hearing may result in a Default Order permanently terminating all of your rights to the above-named child.
9.
You are further notified that any non-consenting parent or alleged father has the
right to be represented by an attorney, and an attorney will be appointed for an indigent
person who requests an attorney. You are further notified that you have a right to file under
Chapter 26.26 RCW a claim of paternity.
10. You are further notified that an alleged father’s failure to file a claim of paternity
under chapter 26.26 RCW or to respond to the petition, within twenty (20) days, or thirty
(30) days if served outside of this state, of the date of service of the petition is grounds to
terminate his parent-child relationship with respect to the child.
11. You are further notified that if an alleged father of an Indian child acknowledges
paternity of the child or if his paternity of the child is established prior to the termination of
the parent-child relationship, that his parental rights may not be terminated unless he: (i)
Gives valid consent to termination, or (ii) his parent-child relationship is terminated involuntarily pursuant to chapter 26.33 or 13.34 RCW.
12. If you wish to seek the advice of an attorney in this matter, you should do so promptly so that your written response, if any, may be served on time. Copies of these papers
have not been served upon your attorney.
13. One method of filing your response is serving a copy on the petitioner by sending
the response by Certified Mail with Return Receipt Requested.
DATED this 19 day of October, 2021
/s/ Rachelle Marie Eason
Rachelle Marie Eason, WSBA # 29922
Attorney for Petitioner
FILE ORIGINAL OF YOUR ANSWER AND
OTHER DOCUMENTS WITH THE CLERK
OF THE COURT AT:

SERVE A COPY OF YOUR ANSWER
AND OTHER DOCUMENTS ON:

Snohomish County Superior Court
3000 Rockefeller Ave. M/S 502
Everett, WA 98201

Rachelle Marie Eason
c/o the Eason Law Firm, PS
725 South 1st Street, Ste B
PO Box 1725
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360.336.2221

Published in The Free Press Advocate, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 and 10, 2021.

Attorney Adler
gives notice of
Booklund Estate
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Because it’s your right to know

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF WILL
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS - IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JUDITH A. BOOKLUND, DECEASED NO.
2021P000923
PUBLICATION NOTICE AND
NOTICE OF CLAIMS
Notice is given to creditors of the
death of Judith A. Booklund. Letters of
Office were issued on October 1, 2021 to
Kathryn F. Dickinson, as Independent
Administrator. The attorney for the
Independent Representative is DANIEL J.
ADLER, 1616 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet,
Illinois 60435.
Notice is given to the heirs or legatees who are named in a petition filed in this
proceeding to probate a will and whose
names or addresses are not stated in the
petition, that an Order was entered by the
Court on October 1, 2021, admitting the will
to probate. Within 42 days after the effective date of the original order of admission
you may file a petition with the Court to
require proof of the Will by testimony of the
witnesses to the Will in open court or other
evidence, as provided in 6-21 of the
Probate Act. You also have the right under
8-1 of the Probate Act to contest the validity of the Will by filing a petition with the
Court within six (6) months after admission
of the Will to probate.
The estate will be administered without court supervision unless under 28-4 of
the Probate Act any interested person terminates independent administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a petition to
terminate to the clerk.
Claims against the estate may be
filed with the representative or with the
Circuit Clerk’s Office, Will County
Courthouse, 100 West Jefferson St., Joliet,
IL or with the representative, or both, on or
before the 13th day of April, 2022. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred unless otherwise permitted by law.
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered to the representative
and to the attorney of record within ten (10)
days after it has been filed.
ADLER LAW FIRM, P.C.
DANIEL J. ADLER #03123945
Attorney for Co-Independent Executor
1616 W. Jefferson Street
Joliet, Illinois 60435
(815) 744-5300
email: danadlerlaw@comcast.net
Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 13, 20 and
27, 2021.

Attorney Fisher files
DeVries estate notice

Herring files petition
for adoption

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE
In the Matter of the Estate of William H.
DeVries, Deceased. Case No.: 21 P 896.
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of
William H. DeVries of Wilmington, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on October
22, 2021 to Pamela Rose DeVries as
Independent Administrator.
The estate will be administered without court supervision, unless under Section
28-4 of the Probate Act any interested person terminates independent administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a petition to terminate to the clerk.
Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court
at Will County Court House, 100 West
Jefferson Street, Joliet, Illinois 60432, or
with the representative, or both, within 6
months from the first publication date of
this Notice, which is on or before April 27 ,
2022, or if mailing or delivery of this notice
from the personal representative is
required by Sec. 18.3 of the Probate Act of
1995, the date stated in that Notice. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-filing
service provider.
Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more
and to select a service provider.
If you need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinois
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk
with your local circuit clerk's office.
Dated: October 27, 2021.
Pamela Rose DeVries, Independent
Administrator
Jeffrey L. Fisher, Fisher Meents
LLC, Attorney at Law, Attorney No.:
06184265, 207 South Water Street,
Wilmington, IL 60481. (815) 476-7635.
Email: jeff@fishermeents.com
Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Oct. 27, Nov. 3 and 10, 2021.

Sheriff’s sale of 502 S. Kankakee St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
STATE OF ILLINOIS )
)
SS.
COUNTY OF WILL
)
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., Plaintiff,
vs.
TERRY W. STERLING A/K/A TERRY STERLING; REBECCA L. STERLING A/K/A
REBECCA STERLING; WINTRUST WEALTH MANAGEMENT, AS POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR TO PRINCIPAL SERVICES TRUST COMPANY F/K/A THE CHICAGO TRUST
COMPANY; ABN AMRO TRUST SERVICES COMPANY, AS POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR
TO PRINCIPAL SERVICES TRUST COMPANY F/K/A THE CHICAGO TRUST COMPANY, Defendant.
No. 19 CH 0880
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a judgment entered in the above cause
on the 20th day of April, 2021, MIKE KELLEY, Sheriff of Will County, Illinois, will on
Thursday, the 18th day of November, 2021, commencing at 12:00 o'clock noon, at the Will
County Courthouse Annex, 57 N. Ottawa Street, Room 201, Joliet, IL 60432, sell at public auction to the highest and best bidder or bidders the following-described real estate:
LOT 4, EXCEPT THE WESTERLY 63.00 FEET AS MEASURED PARALLEL WITH FULTON STREET, IN BLOCK 21, OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF WINCHESTER, NOW
WILMINGTON, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as: 502 S. Kankakee St., Wilmington, IL 60481
Description of Improvements: NONE
P.I.N.: 03-17-36-113-010-0000
Terms of Sale: ten percent (10%) at the time of sale and the balance within twentyfour (24) hours. No judicial sale fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. All payments shall be made in cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of Will County.
In the event the property is a condominium, in accordance with 735 ILCS 5/151507(c)(1)(H-1) and (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), you are
hereby notified that the purchaser of the unit, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the
assessments and legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Illinois Condominium
Property Act.
Pursuant to Local Court Rule 11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following application of
the proceeds of sale, then the plaintiff shall send written notice pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/151512(d) to all parties to the proceeding advising them of the amount of the surplus and that
the surplus will be held until a party obtains a court order for its distribution or, in the
absence of an order, until the surplus is forfeited to the State.
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
SHAPIRO KREISMAN AND ASSOCIATES, LLC.
2121 Waukegan Rd, Suite 301
Bannockburn, Illinois 60015
P: 847-770-4348
F: 847-291-3434
MIKE KELLEY
Plaintiff's Attorney
Sheriff of Will County
Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 and 10, 2021.

Village of Elwood’s annual treasurer’s report

PUBLIC NOTICE

5/1/2020
Revenues
Expenses
Transfer In/(Out)
4/30/2021

Village of Elwood
Annual Treasurer’s Report
April 30, 2021
Capital
Non-Major
Deer Run
Construction Governmental
General
TIF
Bond
Funds
3,230,004.00 (123,344,158.00) 8,284,231.00
2,174,630.00
3,762,830.00
10,270,853.00
3,187,775.00
161,023.00
(3,417,898.00) (27,481,137.00) (404,607.00) (1,495,988.00)
478,319.00
(1,461,861.00)
983,542.00
4,053,255.00 (140,554,442.00) 9,605,538.00
1,823,207.00

Taxes
Intergovernmental
Charges for Services
Licenses & Permits
Fines & Forfeits
Interest Income
Miscellaneous
Total

Revenue Summary
Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/2021
12,186,030.00
917,875.00
738,634.00
3,296,207.00
197,263.00
32,503.00
13,969.00
17,382,481.00

Compensation for Personnel
Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/2021
Gross Earnings under $25,000
Gross Earnings
Bechtold, N
Anderson, E
Berscheid, J
Crane, T
Bertucci, J
Paris, T
Bertucci, N
Rodgers, M
Ciuffini, K
Winters, P
Deklerk, A
Gross Earnings
Elberson, K
Day, R
Hnetkovsky, B
Doden, B
Jenco, D
Hartley, J
Lab, D
Murphy, M
Lande, B
Starkey, S
Maas, T
Swabowski, S.
Meyers, S
Yakich, D
Pohlman, J
Gross Earnings
Schmidt, R
Adams, N
Sedlacek, P
Friebele, J
Sobbe, M
Jaburek, K
Varman, M
Lohmar, A
Winters, R
Vandal, N
Wright, E
Gross Earnings
Anderson, A
Hayes, F
Lohmar, L

$25,001 - $50,000

$50,001 - $75,000

$75,001 - $100,000

over $100,000

Vendor Payments over $2,500 Fiscal Year Ended 4/30/21
Aclara Technologies LLC
$28,729.04
AFLAC
4,513.98
ALM Lawncare
3,873.00
Altorfer Inc.
16,258.09
Amalgamated Bank
960,880.00
Applied Concepts
2,509.00
Arnie Baur Chevrolet Buick
2,850.54
Austin Tyler
Construction Inc
149,634.66
Axon Enterprise Inc
3,992.00
B&F Construction Code
Serv. Inc
20,022.16
Badger Daylighting Corp
7,501.69
Bank of New York
10,268,374.44
Bank Card Processing
62,019.01
Baxter & Woodman Inc
372,112.96
Bio-Tron Inc.
3,789.80
Bond Trust Services Corp
327,285.00
CallOne
3,829.48
Camz Equipment Inc
5,000.00
Cargill Inc
38,865.67
CDS Office Systems
13,575.00
Civic Plus
4,914.12
Civic Systems
11,857.00
Commonwealth Edison Co
71,450.75
Concentric Integration
25,751.88
Constellation New Energy
108,100.37
Copperfield Communications
4,525.00
Core & Main LP
3,565.48
Cresecent Electric Supply Co 4,030.24

Dearborn Life Insurance Co
4,776.57
Delta Industries
14,693.35
DGA
3,906.16
D'Orazio Ford
9,674.43
Dynegy Energy Services
9,833.31
Elan City Inc
5,829.00
Elwood Fire Protection
2,813.81
Elwood School
11,002.83
Feece Oil Co
51,054.94
Fleet Safety Supply
21,679.89
Full Circle K9 Solutions
2,720.80
Glatfelter Public Practice
97,368.00
Hawkins Inc
2,949.20
Health Care Service Corp
244,331.05
Hinckley Spring Water Co
3,378.53
Illinois EPA
10,000.00
Illinois Public Risk Fund
65,962.00
Illinios Truck & Equipment
Rentals
5,083.00
IMRF
221,750.69
JCM Uniforms
3,677.84
Kiesler's Police Supply
2,508.80
Kuypers Brothers Inc
2,600.00
Lauterbach & Amen
20,500.00
Lexipol LLC
5,301.00
Lori Jenco
2,750.00
Lower DesPlaines
Watershed Grp
8,600.66
Mahoney, Silverman &
Cross Ltd
211,208.68

Manhattan Collision Center
Marino Truck & Equipment
Menards Inc
Mesirow Ins Services Inc
Metalline Inc
Metropolitan Alliance of Police
Midwest Salt
Minut Mart LLC
Morton Salt Inc
National Power Rodding Corp
Nationwide
New Era Spreading Inc
Nicor
Nitel Inc
Paychex
Pest Outpost LLC
Poehner, Dillman &
Mahalik Inc
Pomp's Tire Service Inc
PreCise MRM LLC
Principal Life Insurance
PT Ferro Construction Co
Public Safety Direct Inc
Quadient Finance USA
Rainbow Farms
Ray O'Herron Co Inc
Sierra Wireless American
Smith Ecological Systems
Staples Advantage
Stoller International

8,007.32
15,416.00
14,559.12
2,602.00
6,415.00
3,382.00
11,139.01
2,789.25
7,104.00
31,103.75
8,280.00
7,980.00
20,121.66
9,218.64
5,016.30
6,565.40
93,917.57
4,731.52
5,100.00
16,986.00
26,065.85
3,638.00
7,453.69
5,255.00
7,892.99
10,185.42
4,781.25
4,572.21
3,926.23

Subsurface Solutions
13,872.32
Suburban Elevator Company
2,623.83
Suburban Laboratories
4,904.50
Sunbelt Rentals
19,055.92
SW Disposal
3,300.00
Teamsters -Local 179
4,297.00
Terrain Inc
3,653.75
Traffic Control
8,377.85
Treasurer, State of Illinois
405,126.50
Tri-County Stockdale
5,472.79
Underground Pipe & Valve
7,507.24
USIQ Inc
3,446.61
Velocity Technology
97,883.24
Verizon Wireless
10,577.27
Vortex Technologies Inc
7,215.00
Vulcan Materials Co.
2,514.53
Waste Management
228,784.39
WatchGuard Video
13,105.00
Wescom
152,212.69
Will County Governmental
League
3,230.42
Wolhuis Farms
2,679.66
Wolseley Industrial #1550
4,000.00
Xylem Water Solutions USA Inc29,497.03

Published in the Free Press Advocate on Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS,
COUNTY OF WILL,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
No. 20 AD 70
IN THE ADOPTION OF PEGGY
ELLEN WILLIAMS, Natural Mother, and
JAMES EDWARD WILLIAMS, JR., her
spouse, Plaintiffs, vs. AARON ROBERT
HERRING and VIVIAN ANN HERRING,
Minor children sought to be adopted, and
UNKOWN FATHER, Defendants.
ADOPTION NOTICE
To: UNKOWN FATHERS and All
Whom It May Concern
Take notice that a Petition under the
Juvenile Court Act was filed on the 13th
day of August, 2021 in the Twelfth Judicial
Circuit of Will County, Illinois, for the adoption of a children named AARON ROBERT
HERRING and VIVIAN ANN HERRING.
Now therefore unless you Unknown
Fathers, and all whom it may concern, file
your answer to the Petition in said suit or
otherwise file your appearance therein, in
the Circuit Court of Will County, Room 2, of
the River Valley Justice Center, at 3208
West McDonough Street, in the City of
Joliet, Illinois, on or before November 20,
2021, a default may be entered against
you after that day and a Judgment entered
in accordance with the prayer of said
Petition.
Jennifer M. Lynch
JUNE, PRODEHL & RENZI, L.L.C.
Attorney for Plaintiffs
1861 Black Road
Joliet, Illinois 60435
(815) 725-8000
Attorney No. 06275404
Published in The Free Press
Advocate, Wednesday, Oct. 20, 27 and
Nov. 3, 2021.

Elwood
church
to serve
dinner
The Elwood Community
Church will be putting on a
fundraiser dinner on Saturday,
Nov. 6 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. It
will be held at the church on
101 N. Chicago Ave, in
Elwood.
The dinner will include
stuffed chicken breast, baked
potato, green beans, cole slaw,
pickled beets and dessert.
There is a fee of $12 for adults
and $8 for 12 and under. Carry
outs will be available.

Lisa Marie’s Hair Salon
files as new business

PUBLIC NOTICE
Assumed Name
Publication Notice
Certificate 34293 was filed in the
office of the County Clerk of Will County on
October 12, 2021 wherein the business
firm of Lisa Marie’s Hair Salon, located at
450 Davy Lane, Wilmington, IL, 60481 was
registered; that the true or real name or
names of the person or persons owning
the business, with their respective post
office address, is as follows:
Owner Name: Lisa Duschene,
Address: 8414 Kirby Dr., Tinley
Park, IL 60487
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and Official Seal on
this 12th day of October, 2021.
Lauren Staley Ferry
Will County Clerk
Published in the Free Press
Advocate on Wednesday, October 20, 27
and Nov. 3, 2021.
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HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

Offering CNA classes,
days,
evenings
and
weekends. Home health
nurses needed. Call for
class dates, 630-7711162 or 630-771-9069,
www.spectrumnursescna.com cc41a-12b

SHERIFF'S
SALE
OF
REAL ESTATE of 502
South Kankakee Street,
Wilmington,
IL
60481
(NONE). On the 18th day
of November, 2021 to be
held at 12:00 noon, at the
Will County Courthouse
Annex,
57
N.
Ottawa
Street, Room 201, Joliet, IL
60432, under Case Title:
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. Plaintiff V. TERRY W.
STERLING A/K/A TERRY
STERLING; REBECCA L.
STERLING
A/K/A
REBECCA STERLING; WINTRUST WEALTH MANAGEMENT, AS POSSIBLE
SUCCESSOR
TO
PRINCIPAL
SERVICES
TRUST COMPANY F/K/A
THE CHICAGO TRUST
COMPANY; ABN AMRO
TRUST SERVICES COMPANY,
AS
POSSIBLE
SUCCESSOR TO PRINCIPAL SERVICES TRUST
COMPANY
F/K/A
THE
CHICAGO TRUST COMPANY Defendant. Case
No. 19 CH 0880 in the Circuit Court of the Twelfth
Judicial
Circuit,
Will
County, Illinois. Terms of
Sale: ten percent (10%) at
the time of sale and the
balance within twenty-four
(24) hours. No judicial sale
fee shall be paid by the
mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee,
judgment creditor, or other
lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior
to the sale. All payments
shall be made in cash or
certified funds payable to
the Sheriff of Will County.
In the event the property is
a condominium, in accordance
with
735
ILCS
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1)
and
(H-2),
765
ILCS
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1),
you
are
hereby notified that the
purchaser of the unit, other
than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and
legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4)
of Section 9 and the assessments
required
by
subsection (g-1) of Section
18.5 of the Illinois Condominium Property Act. Pursuant to Local Court Rule
11.03 (J) if there is a surplus following application
of the proceeds of sale,
then the plaintiff shall send
written notice pursuant to
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to
all parties to the proceeding advising them of the
amount of the surplus and
that the surplus will be held
until a party obtains a court
order for its distribution or,
in the absence of an order,
until the surplus is forfeited
to the State. For Information Please Contact:
SHAPIRO
KREISMAN
AND ASSOCIATES, LLC.
2121 Waukegan Rd, Suite
301
Bannockburn,
Illinois
60015
P: 847-770-4348
F: 847-291-3434
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR
DEBT
COLLECTION
PRACTICES
ACT
YOU
ARE
ADVISED
THAT
THIS
LAW
FIRM
IS
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING
TO
COLLECT
A
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. Published in
the Free Press Newspapers Wed., Oct. 27 and
Nov. 3, 10, 2021.

HOMES FOR RENT

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
467 N. School St., Diamond, 2 BR apartment,
fresh paint. Sewer, water, garbage included.
Available after November 1. $750/mo. and $750
security. Call 815-4785448. cc42a-45b
Coal City-2 BR Apt.,
private off street parking, new floor, fresh
paint, no pets, no
smoking, $725 plus security
deposit,
815-513-5568
or
815-531-2063.
ca
41b-45a

AUTOS
2012 Volkswagen Passat S with appearance
pkg.
111,500
miles,
original owner. 2.5L 5
cyl. Keyless entry. Bluetooth, new battery,
stability control. $8,399.
815-919-5011
leave
message if interested.
cc42b-46a

DUPLEX FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

2 BR Duplex Ranch
Style, Only 2 units per
building.
1/2 mile
from I-55 (Diamond).
Attached garage, backyard.
Oak cabinets,
concrete
drive,
washer/dryer hook-up.
All
maintenance
included. $980.00 per
month plus all utilities.
(Available Oct. 15)
No
Smoking or Pets &
Year Lease. Call 815351-2494.
cc43b-47a

Optometric Vision &
Eye Health Care Joliet
Practice seeks experienced Optometric Assistant leading to Management. Wages* are
negotiable to Credentialed applicants with
experience. Position requires at least two afternoons/evenings (7 or
8pm) and Saturdays (3
or 4pm). NO SUNDAYS. Optometric Vision and Eye Health
Care experienced; customer service, E.H.R,
professional
office
skills, internet, Microsoft Word, Excel, software use, etc. ordering
glasses, with basic billing
experience,
etc.
*Wages commensurate
with experience and
confirmed
resume.
Semi-Retirees
Welcome. Submit resume
with references. adforhelpwanted@yahoo.co
m cc40b-44a

Applications are being
taken for one, part
time-9 month, 4 hours
per
day
Custodial/Maintnance
position.
Please contact Jim Habing at jhabing@209u.net or phone
815-926-1725
Resumes should be
sent to:
Mr. Jim Habing
Wilmington High School
209U Wildcat Court
Wilmington, IL 60481
Wilmington Community
Unit School District No.
209U is in compliance
with Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of
1973, which states that
no person in the United
State shall, on the basis
of race, color, national
origin, sex or handicapping condition be excluded from participation in, be denied the
benefits of or otherwise
be subjected to discrimination under any
program or activity in
which District 209U receives federal assistance. ch42b-44a

GARAGE SALE
Disbursement of Estate
Sale. 18257 W. 2000
North Road, Reddick.
Thurs. & Fri., Oct. 28 &
29 from 10am-3pm and
Sat.,
Oct.
30,
8am-noon. Large quantity of antique & vintage
furniture, Carnival, Fenton, Viking, Fireking,
Jadite, Pyrex & Milk
Glass, plus all types of
vintage
collectibles.
cc43ab

Joliet and Dwight: In office
Bookkeeper
for
bookkeeping and front
desk Optometrist Office. Wages* are negotiable to Credentialed**
applicants with experience. Position requires
at
least
two
afternoons/evenings (7
or 8pm) and Saturdays
(3 or 4pm). NO SUNDAYS. Health Care office and or customer
service experience preferred. Electronic records, professional office skills, Internet, Microsoft Word, Excel,
software use, etc.; ordering, with basic billing
experience, etc.
*Wages commensurate
with ** Quickbooks experience and confirmed
resume. Semi-Retirees
welcome. Call for interview 331-249-7549.
$500
Hiring
Bonus!
Friends Over Fifty has
an immediate need for
Caregivers for various
days for all care shifts.
We help the elderly
maintain
their
independence by providing
in-home companionship
and other non-medical
assistance with Activities of Daily Living.
Training is provided as
well as a competitive
salary, PTO, and employer matching IRA.
Must apply online at
https://fofseniorcare.ers
p.biz/employment
or
call 815-836-2635, for
consideration.
Please
remember to include a
working phone number
if submitting a resume.
cc43b-47a

St. Rose Church in Wilmington is looking to
hire a part-time Building
and
Groundskeeper.
Flexible hours available.
Interested persons should email resumes to Fr. Sebastian
Gargol at: fr.sebastiangargol@gmail.com
cc42b-45a
Caretaker wanted for
private recreation club.
Must live on site, mobile home supplied. Duties include: Cleaning of
bathrooms and shower
houses, also security
rounds 3-4 times daily
through property. Must
have
experience
in
dealing with public. References
required.
Please send resume to:
New
Lenox
Sportsmen's Club
P.O. Box 511
New Lenox, IL 60451
cc43b-47a
2 openings stylist/barber wanted, $150/wk
chair rental. Elwood, IL
Send inquiries to Haircode@att.net. ch41b-45a
Tri Star Estates in
Bourbonnais
is
currently looking for a
full-time
maintenance
tech. Generous hourly
pay, health ins., life
ins., 401K, paid time off
& more. Please contact
Eric at 815-802-1100
for more info.

Braidwood, 3 BR, 1 BA,
1 car attached garage,
no pets. Large deck
and
large
yard.
$1,400/month,
$2,000
security deposit. Call
779-225-8283. cc42a-45b

LOST & FOUND
Have you found a lost
pet or lost a pet in Will
County? Please call
Will
County
Animal
Control. We may have
your pet. We want to
reunite
your
family,
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS
Hall Rental - Available
for parties, showers &
meetings. Seats 100
people,
full
kitchen
available. If interested
call New Hope Presbyterian Church in Coal
City, 815-634-8332. ch
27a-tfn
Well seasoned oak firewood, $100, face cord,
815-791-4596.
cc 40a-43b

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE
Bookwalter
Woods,
Gardner. Mobile home
for sale. Comes completely furnished, 2 BR,
2 full BA, new kitchen
appliances,
freshly
painted, new flooring
throughout. Must be approved
by
property
management, $19,500.
Call for more details,
815-585-0904.
cc
40a-43b

PETS
Large Selection of Dog
and Cat Food, treats,
accessories,
health
aids, clothing, Birthday
treats, wall art, jewelry,
gifts,
greeting
cards
and Home of Fritters for
Critters
Pet
Treats.
New! Brew and Chew
Dog
Treats.
Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Baltimore Wilmington., Il
60481
815-476-5104
slewis@trinityservices.org. ch22b-tfn

Illinois Classified
Advertising Network

SHOP YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

A Thousand
Words
Photography

Now taking orders for
our NEW line of Flake
Floors, multiple colors
& sizes, NEW pigments
& Metallics. A floor to fit
your budget. All commercial grade Epoxy
Resin. Call Chicago
Crew, Inc., 815-6340150. ca 40a-43b-39b

385 N. Second Ave.
Coal City

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913
D&N LAWNCARE
Braidwood
Mowing, trimming, edging, no job too small, affordable
rates.
Call
815-341-8564. cc40a-43b
Gas Fireplace Repair.
38 years experience.
Licensed, insured &
bonded. Call Margo at
708-712-5012 to schedule an appointment.
Can
repair
most
brands.
Weekends
available. Thank you.
Handyman
service,
small
jobs
wanted.
Electric: replace electric
switches & plugs, ceiling fans or broken
lights. Plumbing: leaky
faucets or running toilets, no problem. Repair
decks. Call Richard,
219-407-1356. ca

SITUATIONS
WANTED
Wanted:
Stories about local people, organizations and
events. If you know a
neighbor with an interesting hobby, collection
or cause, give the editor a call at 1-815-6340315 or 1-815-476-7966.
tfn/47b

STORAGE

Julie’s Remodeling
Siding, soffit, roof repairs, painting,welding
repairs, seamless gutters, fencing, tree removal, lawn care, Complete Handyman service! Bonded and Insured, 20 yrs., call
815-791-5731.
Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and modified rubber and gutter
cleaning, aluminum gutter screen, no repair to
small or too big.
INSULATION.
Keep
your house cooler in
summertime
and
warmer in the winter.
Free estimate for blown
in insulation for attics
from Mike Collins Roofing. lic # 104.007296.
Ask for Mike at 815-7301303. cc17a-16b
PAINTING
Interior only,
20 years experience,
referrals available.
looking for 1-3 rooms
Call 815-585-0904.
cc 40b-44a

WANTED
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Republicans get their chance to ‘cure’ IL remap
It has been a foregone
conclusion since the official
U.S. Census numbers were
released in August that the first
state legislative redistricting
plan passed back in May would
be ruled unconstitutional. And
the inevitable happened last
week when a federal court
tossed out the General
Assembly's spring plan.
The official population
data showed that the May version of the remap, drawn using
the less-accurate American
Community Survey data, violated longstanding federal
judicial precedent that state
legislative maps as a whole can
have a "maximum population
deviation" between districts of
no more than 10 percent to
meet the "one person, one
vote" constitutional requirement for districts. Illinois'
deviation was about 30 percent
in the House and almost 20
percent in the Senate.
Oops.
So, the super-majority
Democrats in the General
Assembly had to redraw the

rule
that
the
unconstitutionality of the initial
map plan somehow triggered the
bipartisan commission,
which
could ultimately
have a chance of
leading
to
a
Republican-drawn
map. That didn't
happen. Far from
it. The federal
judges opined last
week that the
demand by the Republican
plaintiffs to start the bipartisan
commission process was "farfetched" and the proposed
remedy was legally "implausible."
Instead, the federal court
decided that the revised remap
plan passed in August and
signed into law in September
would henceforth be used as a
"starting point" in the process
for approving a new redistricting plan.
The court also "invited"
the plaintiffs (Republicans and
the Mexican-American Legal
Defense and Education Fund)
to submit their own alternative
maps accompanied by statements explaining "the constitutional or statutory defects"
in the Democrats' revised map
and an explanation of how
their revisions or alternatives
loved one, friend, co-worker, "cure" the alleged defects. The
or
community
member. Democrats will then be providParticipants will learn the skills ed an opportunity to respond.
needed to perform high qualiSo far, it's not a horrible
ty CPR, proper use of an auto- outcome for the Democrats,
mated external defibrillator who feel confident that their
(AED), relief of foreign-body revised remap plan will withairway obstruction, and basic stand judicial scrutiny, and
first aid. The cost is $110.
which has so far not been
Register
online
at changed one iota. And,
www.morrishospital.org/event despite what you might have
s. Call 815-705-7360.
read elsewhere, the court did
was that a federal judge could not yet declare that the revised
Census data made
it
abundantly
clear that there
was no way the
plan which was
then on the books
would ever withstand
judicial
scrutiny.
T
h
e
Democrats decided to move forward in May without Census data
because waiting
until after June 30
would've triggered first a constitutionally mandated bipartisan redistricting commission
and then when that commission deadlocked (as it has in
most all previous attempts) a
lottery would be held to
choose a partisan tiebreaker,
giving the Republicans a 50-50
chance at taking complete
control of the legislative mapmaking process.
There were some risks to
the
Democrats'
strategy,
though. The greatest risk
(although never very likely)

Morris Hospital offers CPR
and First Aid training
Morris
Hospital
&
Healthcare Centers is offering
the
American
Heart
Association's Heartsaver CPR
AED & First Aid Training
course on Thursday, Nov. 4,
from 4-8:30 p.m. at the former
Shabbona School, 725 School
St., Morris.
The course is for anyone
interested in learning skills
that could save the life of a
maps in August because the

remap plan is in need of being
changed. All it said was that
the revised remap is basically
now up for debate.
Since petition circulation
doesn't begin until January,
there is quite a bit of time left
to wrap this up. And if it can't
be wrapped up quickly, the
General Assembly (or perhaps
a federal judge) could change
the circulation, filing and voting timelines.
This also means, of
course, that the Republicans
and the Mexican-American
Legal Defense and Education
Fund are still very much in the
game. They have an opportunity now to present and prove
their cases. And if they fail, a
federal lawsuit was filed this
month by the NAACP claiming
Black voting strength in the
East St. Louis-based House
district was diluted to help
neighboring white legislative
Democrats hold onto their
seats.
One other item of interest.
The court noted last week that
the plaintiffs allege the newly
revised maps were approved "a
single day after publicly releasing any version of its amended
map and within hours of
releasing the version that it
enacted into law."
The judges then went on
to say, "Defendants may well
disagree with those characterizations, and we need not (and
do not) do more than to note
them at this time."
So, maybe the supermajority could take a hint from
that oblique warning and not
jam through the congressional
remap plan in a day this week.
Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

Chamber seeks entries
for Christmas parade
The Wilmington Chamber of Commerce will host a lighted
Christmas parade Saturday, Nov. 30. The parade will start at 5 p.m. at
Wilmington Middle School and travel on Ryan to Water Street to the
post office. No live Santas are allowed as Santa Claus will arrive in
Wilmington for the parade. This year’s parade theme is “Polar
Express.”
Anyone is welcome to sign up with a parade entry. Complete
the form below and return it to: Steve Evans, P.O. Box 724,
Wilmington,
IL
60481,
e-mail
your
information
to
sevans2546@yahoo.com or call 815-585-2546. The form is also available at https://www.wilmingtonilchamber .org. Line up at 4 p.m.,
position TBD on arrival, use Joliet Street entrance.
For the safety of the children, parade entrants should have
walkers to hand candy out. Candy may not be thrown from moving
vehicles.
Following the parade, activities will take place on North Water
Street including visits with Santa, refreshments, music, dance performances and Polar Express rides for youth through the downtown
district. The Lions Club’s Christmas Island display on the North
Island Park opens after the parade.
********************************************************
Organization/business:
Contact person:
Address:
Phone number:
Type of entry (float, car, walkers, etc):
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Lady Comets fall to Prairie Central in three
sets to finish season in Class 2A Regional
BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER
The Reed-Custer volleyball team had their season
come to an end in an 8-25, 2523, 19-25 loss to Prairie Central
during the first game of the
Coal City Regional.
The Comets were outmatched during the first set as
the Hawks came out firing, and
digging up everything with a
great defense.
But it was Reed-Custer
that dug out the win in the second set to force a third game.
“We had a rough start,”
said RCHS volleyball coach Jen
Patton. “The second set we
came out and did some different things placed the ball differently on our hits, tips and
rolls so that definitely helped
in the second game to get that
win. They were just really good
defensively. They don’t make a
lot mistakes and we made a
few that shouldn’t have happened. I’m glad it went to three
though.”
Lady Comet middle blocker, Kaitlyn Fisher, who had a
kill, was happy with how they
fought throughout the second
set.
“We played well,” said
Kaitlyn Fisher. “We tried. It was

a good game. They were just
moving a lot. You had to watch
where they were and I was like
looking and I hit it to the spots
where they weren’t. When they
served deep, they like to move
back and we just took advantage of that and tried to catch
them offguard.”
Unfortunately, they were
unable to capture the win, losing by just six points to finish
their season off.
Kaitlyn Fisher also had five
total blocks while Mackenzie
Keller chipped in a team-leading five kills with an ace, 13
digs and two blocks.
Halie LaGrange had eight
serving points with three aces
and eight setting assists. She
also chipped in 12 digs. Shelby
O’Reilly led the team with 17
digs while Olivia Smith added
seven serving points with an
ace.
The Lady Comets finished
with a 3-11 (3-17) record and
will look to improve on that
next season.
They will be without five
key seniors but Kaitlyn Fisher
is excited with the new girls
they have coming up from the
fresh/soph team that finished
their season 13-6.
“Yeah, I’m excited to play
with everyone. It’s going to be a
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KILLS LEADER–Reed-Custer’s Mackenzie Keller slams down a kill
at the net. She hammered down five during Monday’s game with
Prairie Central.

really good year.” commented
Kaitlyn Fisher.

Reed-Custer 22, 23
Streator 25, 25
Reed-Custer
fell
to
Streator in two games on
Tuesday.
The Lady Comets, who
were celebrating senior night,
did not let the records come
into play as they played right
down to the wire with the
Bulldogs.
“On senior night, we had
some girls in different spots
tonight and we still went in
there and played really hard. I
thought they all worked really
hard together. We made some
great saves. They never gave up
and they played hard until the
end.
Before the game, they
honored seniors Samantha
Fuller, Olivia Smith, Alysha
Fisher, Shelby O’Reilly and Lily
Schott.
“I first started coaching
them in seventh grade and just
how they’ve improved and not
only skill level and attitudewise is unbelievable. Every
year they get much more
enthusiastic about the sport
and we might not have a winning season with this group
but they love playing so I’m
glad they’ve stuck it out until
their senior year because I’ve
had a really nice time coaching
them.”
Then, it was time to get
down to business which is
what the Comets were through
both sets, business as usual.
In a back-and-forth first
set, the Bulldogs gained the
advantage and kept it for the
first win.
The Comets fought back
and actually were leading
Streator going into the final
stretch but the Bulldogs were
able to grab a lead, and keep it
to take the match in two.
Senior Samantha Fuller,
who scooped out three digs,
was happy with their effort
throughout.
“I think the senior girls
and everybody played good,”
said Fuller. “I think we played
together as a team and I think
that’s the best we’ve ever
played. It felt good to get to
some balls that I usually can’t
get to so to be able to improve
myself felt really good. My season has been good. I like playing with the girls and working
hard out there.”
Mackenzie Keller led the
attack on the Bulldogs as she
pounded down 10 of their 17
kills.
Kaitlyn Fisher and Laci
Newbrough drilled two while
Alysha Fisher added another.
Alysha also had six serving
points with an ace and eight
digs. Newbrough chipped in an
assisted block, four digs with
an assist.
Shelby O’Reilly led the
team in digs, digging out eight
with a kill.
The JV Lady Comets beat
the Bulldogs in three, 26-24,
22-25, 25-21.
Kaylee Tribble led the
team with eight kills while
Mackenzie Welker hammered
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REED-CUSTER’S Samantha Fuller serves the ball for the Lady Comets during their close senior night
game with Streator.
down seven. Tribble also had
two blocks.
Maddie Keenan was great
from the serving line, delivering four aces with 11 digs.
Adi Fierro set the Comet
attackers up with 15 assists.
The
freshmen
Lady
Comets finished the year 9-10

(7-7 conference record).
Against Streator, the freshmen were led by Cameron
Wallace, who delivered five
aces, pounded down five kills
and collected seven digs.
Natalie Flores chipped in
three aces with a kill and seven
digs while Camryn Garrelts

added two aces with a kill, and
seven digs.
Emma Wilson dug out
seven with an ace while Abi
Koonce pounded down three
kills with an ace. Both girls had
seven digs.

What to expect in first round of playoffs
BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER
The IHSA football playoffs
get underway this week with
Wilmington, Reed-Custer and
Coal City all bent on making it
all the way to state.
After being ranked No. 1
through most of the season in
3A, Wilmington (9-0) ended up
being dropped 2A in the playoffs pairings based on a 413
enrollment. The Wildcats are
seeded #1 among the north tier
teams while St. Teresa Decatur
is #1 among the southern 16team bracket.
The good thing about
being in 2A is the Wildcats will
avoid Immaculate Conception
(Elmhurst), 323 enrollment,
who landed in 3A based on a
desire to stay there or past
state playoff success.
Of the past 28 years, this is
only
the
second
time
Wilmington will play in 2A. The
first time in 2A was 20 years
ago.
The bad thing about being
in 2A is Wilmington won’t
know a single opponent. Had
they stayed in 3A they might
have faced familiar teams like
Lisle, Reed-Custer, Peotone or
God-forbid, Byron who is the
last team to beat the Wildcats
15 games ago.
The Wildcats will host
16th seeded Chicago Julian (54) at 6 p.m. Saturday. If they
win, they could see either
Mercer County or Sterling
Newman Central Catholic,

who are both 6-3.
There are seven teams,
including Wilmington, who are
undefeated in 2A. Fortunately,
Tri-Valley (#2) and Farmington
(#3) are the only unbeaten
teams in Wilmington’s top
bracket. Decatur St. Teresa,
Breese Mater Dei, Pana and
Bismarck Henning are the
other undefeated teams in the
2A south bracket. There’s a
chance Wilmington will see
Downs
Tri
Valley
or
Farmington in the semifinals,
and probably won’t see
Decatur St. Teresa until the
title game.

Class 3A
Reed-Custer (8-1) qualifies for the playoffs for the first
time in 12 years hosting conference foe, Peotone (5-4) on
Friday at 7 p.m.
If they win, they could see
either Chicago Clark (8-1) or
Elmwood Brimfield (6-3).
Of the four undefeated
teams in 3A, fortunately only
Byron is in the same bracket at
the Comets. Tolono Unity, Mt.
Carmel and Benton are the
three other unbeatens, but in
the lower bracket.
There’s a chance the
Comets will meet up with powerhouse Byron in the quarterfinals. The only other conference team in this class is Lisle
(6-3), who may get beat by
Byron before the Comets have
a chance at a rematch.

Class 4A
The Coal City Coalers (6-3)

will be tested from the start as
they travel to Wheaton
Academy (7-2) on Friday for a
7:30 p.m. contest. If they win,
they will most likely be looking
at Joliet Catholic Academy (90), who is one of the two undefeated teams in the fourth class
of football. The other is
Richmond Burton. R-B starts
at the middle of the bracket
and could possibly meet up
with Coal City for a rematch in
the semifinals.

Class 1A
There are no undefeated
teams in 1A but there are six
teams that are 8-1 in what will
be a weaker but competitive
class.

Class 5A
Kankakee (9-0) is the
favorite in this class. Morris
and Mahomet Seymour are the
other undefeated teams in the
class.

Class 6A
In Class 6A, Cary Grove (90), Lemont and Wauconda are
the three undefeated schools
in this class.

Class 7A
Batavia is the top seed in
this class. Rockton is the only
other undefeated team in one
of the weakest classes in the
football playoffs.

Class 8A
In the biggest class in football,
Wilmette
(Loyola
Academy) and South Elgin are
the only unbeatens within this
class.

Photo by Shawn Long

SPEEDING TO THE BALL on Monday is Reed-Custer’s Olivia Smith. Smith had an ace to help the
Comets keep it close against Prairie Central.
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Comets look to burn Devils for second time
to move onto second round of playoffs
BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER
The Comets made it look so easy on Friday
when they dismantled Herscher 49-6.
They’ve been suffocating teams defensively, allowing 11 points per game and near
unstoppable on offense as they scored 44
points per game.
They begin the 3A playoffs at 7 p.m. Friday
when they host Peotone (5-4), who ended their
regular season with a 28-14 loss to Lisle.
The Comets burned the Blue Devils with
their passing game 42-6 earlier this season.
“When you look back at that game as a
coach, you look at all the negatives,” said ReedCuster football coach Gavin Johnston. “It was a
two score game at half. They held us out of the
end zone and then the second half we kind of
just took control of the game so if we look at the
first half, they did some nice things against us in
the first half so that kind of thing worries me a
little bit but at the same time, you have to look
back on the fact that our kids feel confident they
can go out there and compete with anyone.”
Peotone was on an undefeated pace before
they ran into the Wilmington, capturing their
first three wins over Peoria Manual (24-20),
North Central (34-8) and Manteno (35-21).
The Blue Devils are coached by Apostolos
Tsiamas and went to the playoffs in 2019. They
finished 5-5, falling 20-0 to Spring Valley Hall.
They have a full roster but there are really just
four players that they will use in their Double
Wing power run.
“We controlled the line of scrimmage last
time but we could’ve controlled it even more.
Just some fundamental things that are some
very fixable mistakes that we could easily clean
up.”
Their offense begins and ends with their
big offensive line which is a good one and the
biggest weapon on that offensive line is senior
Tyler Hendricker (#89) who is 6-5 230 pounds.
He’s big and he’ll use his size when blocking. He
also plays on the defensive side of the ball,
accounting 3.5 tackles against Wilmington. The
running game revolves around him and other
guys getting the push up front.
If they get the push up front, their biggest
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REED-CUSTER’S Elliot Cassem stiff arms a defender during one of his carries against Coal City.
Cassem ran for 195 yards with two touchdowns against the TIgers to eclipse the 1,000 yard mark.

weapon at the running back spot is Dylan Sroka
(#27), who had 53 yards on 13 carries with a
touchdown the last time he faced the Comets.
He is a powerful back who has a little bit of
speed in the open field. If the Comets can limit
him, the Blue Devils also hand the ball off to
Dawson Piper (#5) and Derek Knauer (#27), who

ran for a combined 42 yards against ReedCuster.
“It’s weird against Lisle I didn’t see him until
the second half so I don’t know what was going
on but we’re two different teams from when we
played each other in Week 5 so definitely you
can tell the dynamic of teams can change. It’s

basically going to be about the same thing.
We’ve got to stop their running game. They
aren’t afraid to pass the ball but they definitely
don’t want to so we’ve got to get them into passing situations. We’ve got to win the first down
battle and get them into second-and-long situations in a position where they’re not comfortable.” commented Johnston.
The Comets are back in the playoffs for the
first time in 12 years. They run a spread offense
with a quarterback who is a weapon himself.
Reed-Custer QB Jake McPherson has made
smart decisions as he has thrown for 878 with
17 touchdowns while also running it for 692
yards with five scores. McPherson was 14-of-19
for 170 yards, 71 yards rushing and three total
touchdowns against Peotone the last time.
McPherson’s top targets are #13 Eddie Gad
(20-273-6) and #7 Dylan Garrelts (10-186-3).
They are both tall and can go up, and get the
football. He also looks to Brandon Moorman,
who caught six passes for 60 yards against
Wilmington and one for 90 with a touchdown
against Herscher. Peyton Bradley also rushed
for 77 yards with a touchdown.
They like to use #6 Elliot Cassem on the
ground. He leads the team with 1,116 yards
rushing with 17 total touchdowns. Another
power runner the Comets possess is Jace
Christian who has scored 10 touchdowns. The
whole offense benefits from the offensive line
that has helped them average 300-plus yards
every week. They’re mean and physical up front.
“Offensively, we need to establish the run
game. If we can with our weapons on the outside with Dylan Garrelts, Eddie Gad, Brandon
Moorman, Connor Esparza--whoever we
decide. If they have to put more guys in the box
to stop Elliot and Jace to run the ball, we’re
going to have things open up on the outside for
Jake. Last time, we didn’t run the ball really well
but we didn’t have to because Jake McPherson
threw the ball really well.”
To win this game and move onto the next
round, the Comets will need to establish their
balanced offensive attack and make stops on
defense.

Comets spoil Wetzel’s going away party
BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER
The
Comets
spoiled
Herscher coach Dan Wetzel’s
retirement with a 49-6 rout on
Friday.
Herscher honored coach
Wetzel before the game. He
was introduced along with his
family in front of a throng of
former players and past coaches. All his accomplishments
were read to the crowd.
Reed-Custer, who broke
the 2006-07 points record
(364), didn’t take long to score
their first points after stopping
Herscher on fourth down.
In a slow first half, the
Tigers led the ball down the
field on a long methodical
drive but failed to cash in on
four attempts from the goal
line.
“The first play of the game
we had a little busted coverage
and they got down inside the
five, we got a pass interference
call and we still made a goal
line stand,” commented R-Ccoach Gavin Johnston. “It was
really good for our defense to
set the tone there to stop
them.”
Comet quarterback Jake
McPherson tossed a little bubble screen out to Brandon
Moorman and Moorman did
the rest, breaking tackles on a
90-yard touchdown to put
them up 7-0 as Moorman’s
extra point kick sailed through
the uprights.
“The second play of the
game Brandon takes a screen
and I believe he broke five
tackles on that run and he took
it to the house thanks to Eddie
Gad with nice downfield blocking. It was a pretty nice start to
take them out of it right away.”
That started a string of 49
unanswered points.
McPherson made it two
touchdowns as he tossed one
up to Eddie Gad, who highpointed the ball and pulled it
down for a 13-yard score.
Elliot Cassem broke free
on an 18-yard touchdown run
to make it 21-0. Then, Jace
Christian found his way in

second quarter. McPherson
went down. He came back in,
threw a touchdown pass and
then he, and our training staff
kind of just decided let’s put
Peyton Bradley in and see what
he can do. I think he’s doing
good. It was a minor thing and
we’ll touch base with him
tonight. We just wanted to be
extra cautious and make sure
we were safe about it.”
Cassem ran for 195 yards
on 22 carries with two touchdowns. He also broke the 1,000
yard mark and is just the second Comet to do so. Cassem
has rushed for 1,116 yards on
121 carries with 14 rushing
touchdowns.
“Elliot had a really nice
night rushing for us,” added
Johnston. “It was nice to see
him finish his regular season
with over 1,000 yards rushing. I
can’t remember the last time
we’ve had a tailback get over
1,000 yards rushing. It was
great to see him with two
touchdowns. I’m just really
happy for him and how hard he
has worked. He has battled
injury his whole career. I’m
happy to see him finish off the
regular season strong. I know
he wants to finish off the whole
season strong.”
Christian ran for 26 yards
on three carries with that
touchdown.
Peyton Bradley took over
after the half as the game was
in hand and he began right
where they left off as he pulled
it on the read option, and
motored in from 72 yards out
to make it 35-0.
“Going in as a sophomore
in the last game of the year, he
did a really nice job as a sophomore being able to get the
snaps, say the cadence and
make sure we had everyone in
the right spot.”
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Cassem plunged in from
DRAGGING A COALER down is Reed-Custer’s Jace Christian (23) and Zack Cieslak (26) during two yards to make it 42-0 and
Friday’s home game. Christian had 11 tackles with an interception while Cieslak had a tackle against Josh Bohac put the nail in
Herscher’s coffin with a 10Herscher.
yard touchdown run.
Brock Wenzelman found
the end zone for a late score on
from six yards out to make it
“We wanted to make sure ed Johnston. “It was kind of a a 47 yard scamper but this
28-0 at the half.
we got out of there,” comment- scary situation we had in the game was all but decided as

the Comets held on to tie the
best start in program history.
Wetzel still got a gatorade
bath afterward to commemorate his 19-years of coaching
the Tigers as his assistant
coach was going to let that go
by the wayside.
If the Comets’ offense
keeps producing like they did
at Herscher, they’ll be tough
team to beat. They gained 482
yards with 360 on the ground
and 122 through the air.
They were led by Cassem
(195-TD). Bradley followed
with 77 yards with a touchdown while Bohac (4-29-TD)
and Christian (3-26-TD) also
carried
for
touchdowns.
McPherson
(2-17),
Noah
Windsor (3-9) and Dayton
McShane (3-7) also carried the
ball for Reed-Custer.
Reed-Custer had 17 first
downs to Herscher’s eight.
McPherson completed all
three of his passes for 114
yards with two touchdowns.
Bradley completed one pass
for eight yards.
Moorman caught the 90yard touchdown pass while
Gad (2-24) also caught a touchdown. Connor Esparza also
caught a ball for eight yards.
The Comet defense played
lights out, allowing just 120
yards with 88 on the ground
and 32 through the air.
Christian led the defense
with nine tackles and an interception. Gunnar Berg and
Windsor also had four tackles.
Berg collected 1.5 tackles for a
loss. Kody Marschner and
Chase Lechtenberg had three
tackles while Marschner also
had 1.5 TFLs. Eric Housman,
Quy Nguyen, Sam Begler, John
Alyward, Nick Cieslak and
Esparza also had two tackles.
Housman had two TFLs while
Cieslak also had a TFL. Rex
Pfeifer, Gavin Bruciak, Zack
Cieslak, Moorman and Gad
also had a tackle.
The Comets will host
Peotone at 7 p.m. Friday in the
first round of IHSA Class 3A
football playoffs.

Johnston named Chicago Bears Coach of the Week
BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER
It pays to play high school football.
The Reed-Custer program is $2,000 richer
now that coach Gavin Johnston was awarded
Chicago Bears Coach of the Week after their 339 win over Coal City on Friday, Oct. 15.
In that game, it was also the first win for the
program against the Coalers since 2009.
Johnston was honored to receive the award. He
actually thought one of his former players was
playing a joke on him when the Bears gave him

a call.
“It was pretty cool last night,” said
Johnston. “My wife was watching NFHS and she
was telling me they just put me on the TV. The
kids will like text or call from like weird numbers so immediately I looked at it and I was
thinking somebody is messing with me. It’s really cool to be a part of it. It’s just awesome what
they do with the outreach program so I’m completely blown away by it that they would recognize a school of our size. I can’t just take credit
for the award. I have a great support system at
home that makes me a good football coach with

two little kids. Obviously, my coaching staff and
the kids. They make anybody look like a good
coach when they play like they do.”
Along with that, Johnston was awarded
tickets to take his family when the Bears host
the Vikings on Dec. 20. Johnston used to be a
Rams fan so this would be the first time he
would get to go to a Bears game.
“That would pretty cool,” added Johnston.
“I’ve never been to a game. I actually used to be
a season ticket holder for the St. Louis Rams
when they were in St. Louis. They moved out to
LA and they made me mad so I haven’t been to

a professional football game since. It’d be a cool
experience and I’m really honored by the recogniton. It’s a Monday night game, hopefully Jordy
and Rory can stay awake for it.
Johnston said it’s also an honor to receive
the same award as Coal City running back
Daniel Jezik, when he was recognized for athlete of the week in 2019.
“That’s pretty cool,” commented Johnston.
“It definitely makes you appreciate everything
that’s going on and the run and this special season that we are having.”

