
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 , 2022       |       A FREE PRESS NEWSPAPER  •  (815) 476-7966

COMET SPORTS

Comets beat Coalers
to stay perfect

$1.00
Vol. 64, Issue 42

1 section • 14 pages 
Not over 75% advertising  

www.braidwoodjournal.com

Meet R-C Students
of the Month

INSIDE THIS EDITION

STAFF REPORT

A potential threat at Reed-
Custer Middle School last
week was quickly identified as
a hoax.

According to the
Braidwood Police
Department, on the morning
of Friday, Oct. 14, officers
received information about a
potential threat to the Reed-
Custer School District.

According to a release
from the department, officers
immediately deployed addi-

tional personnel to the district
and began an investigation.

Within one hour of receiv-
ing the threat, several inter-
views were conducted and it
was determined that a student
made the threat up, the report
said. That student was identi-

School threat quickly
identified as hoax

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Braidwood is getting
set to sign off on a new agreement for
garbage and recycling collection.

On Oct. 11, city administrator
Tony Altiery told members of the City
Council that the city was in the
process of seeking bids for garbage
contractors, as the agreement with
Waste Management expires at the
end of the calendar year.

“We’re going to bid for garbage
contracts,” Altiery said. “They’ll be
due back by the 25th of October, we’ll
do an Oct. 26 opening. Then, the next
meeting after that, we’ll be able to see
where we’re at with either the current
garbage company or if we will switch
to a new one. It will give them a cou-

ple of months to transition, if there’s a
change, and go from there.”

The city signed a one-year exten-
sion with Waste Management last
year. The current rate for refuse pick-
up is $23.75 per unit per month. The
current contract expires on Dec. 31.

In other business before the City
Council on Oct. 11:

• Commissioner Fay Smith
expressed frustration that some road
resurfacing work has yet to be
addressed.

“I’d like to know why we aren’t
getting those roads done. We had the
money, and we asked to have it put on
the agenda back in April,” Smith said,
adding that he’d like to see resurfac-
ing completed along English Street,
among other areas of town.

But, administrator Altiery said

that while the city has looked for bid-
ders for Smith’s proposed projects, so
far, there have been no bites.

“The engineer called earlier
today and said to let you know that
they have zero bids back on that, no
bids,” Altiery said.

Smith countered that he had per-
sonally spoken to someone who
wants the job, but said the streets look
bad enough that the city should move
toward addressing them immediately,
before winter comes.

“We can do the patching, but I’m
talking about resurfacing that we’ve
been waiting for two years,” Smith
said. “Winter is coming, and lot of
things I don’t want to see them go
through the winter, but I can’t do
them myself. I went early enough,
that’s what the excuse was before.”

Altiery said he would reach out to
the city engineer again on the issue.

• Altiery also said that the city
was looking to purchase another
piece of equipment for use with pub-
lic works projects.

“We purchased an excavator…
and we’ve been talking about use of a
trailer to pull it, and it could be used
for the Bobcat,” Altiery said.

The city is planning on an expen-
diture of $15,130 for a 20-foot trailer
with a ramp from RNP Carriages. That
trailer will be capable of holding and
hauling 20,000 pounds.

“It will haul any piece of equip-
ment that we have,” Altiery said.

The council is expected to
approve the purchase later this
month.

• The council approved a con-

tract to replace carpeting at City Hall.
Altiery said the city received mul-

tiple bids for the job, which was
awarded to JCF of Lockport, Inc.

The city will pay JCF of Lockport
$28,000 to replace all carpeting in the
council chambers and administrative
offices at City Hall.

• The council approved the pay-
ment of bills in the amount of
$100,297.

• The council approved payroll in
the amount of $95,277.

• City officials announced that
the regular city council meeting
scheduled for Nov. 8 will be moved to
Nov. 1 due to the election.

The next meeting of the full City
Council is Tuesday, Oct. 25, at 7 p.m.
at City Hall.

Braidwood seeks new refuse collection contract

STAFF REPORT

Drug Take Back day is
coming back to Braidwood.

The National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day returns for
its second bi-annual event on
Saturday, Oct. 29, from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Braidwood
Area Healthy Community
Coalition (BAHCC) headquar-
ters at 465 E. Reed Street.

The BAHCC will also be
handing out medication lock
boxes during this month’s
event.

“This is one of those
things, what can I do to help,”
BAHCC program director Pete

Dell’Aquila said. “Just get rid of
those medications and stuff
you don’t use, you don’t need
it. If you haven’t used it for a
year, it’s time to get rid of it.”

Drug Take Back Day is a
bi-annual effort spearheaded
by the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) and
sponsored locally by law
enforcement, coalitions, and
local businesses. The DEA’s
Take Back Day events provide
an opportunity for Americans
to prevent substance use dis-
order and drug poisoning
deaths.

Drug Take Back
returns to Braidwood

Photos by Marney Simon

TRICK OR TREAT! Children and their
parents got to try out their Halloween
costumes and collect some treats a lit-
tle early over the weekend, thanks to
the annual Fossil Ridge Library Trunk
or Treat event on Saturday, Oct. 15.
Trick or treaters got to collect candy
from Braidwood police officer and fire-
fighters, as well as members from local
businesses, sports teams and civic
groups that signed up to participate.
The day also included crafts and
pumpkin painting.

Spooktacular day at Fossil Ridge Library!

SEE THREAT, PAGE 2

SEE TAKEBACK, PAGE 2
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Photo by Zadie Sims
REED-CUSTER VOLLEYBALL SENIORS who were recognized, along with their parents, during Senior
Night last week include(from left) Halie LaGrange, Haley Budick, Savana Helton, Laci Newbrough and
Kaityn Fisher.

Lady Comets Class of 2023  honored during Senior Night

Photo by Zadie Sims
REED-CUSTER SENIORS and their parents were introduced and thanked for their contributions to the
volleyball program prior to last�s week�s final home game of the season against Coal City. Players and
parents line up across the gym while five seniors were introduced.

Photo by Zadie Sims 
BUMPING THE BALL over the net is Reed-Custer�s Kaylee Tribble playing at home against Coal City
on Thursday.

Photo by Zadie Sims 
KAYLEE TRIBBLE spikes the ball over the
net while battling Coal City on senior night
on Thursday.

Photo by Zadie Sims
BLOCKING THE BALL at the net are Lady Comets
Kaitlyn Fisher and Makenzie Keller playing against
Coal City at home during senior night.

Last week’s 4-0 loss to
Herscher during the regional
semi-final completes an 8-14
season for the Reed-Custer
soccer team.

The Comets say farewell
to eight seniors who were big
contributors throughout the
season. With no juniors on this
year’s squad, Reed-Custer will
hope for the return of six soph-
omores and six freshmen on
the 2023 team.

It was a record-breaking
year for senior Danny Kuban
who finished with 24 goals, the
most ever scored by an indi-
vidual during a Comet season.
He surpasses his previous best
of 22 in 2021, Kenny Lebeda
who had 16 in 2013 and BJ
Bailey who recorded 14 in
2014.

Kuban’s best performance

was the season opener at
Westmont when he kicked in
five goals during a 5-1 victory
over the Sentinels. He had four
goals during a 9-1 regional vic-
tory over Grace Christian plus
two other matches when he
recorded three goals in each.

Kuban was also the assist
leader for the season with
seven. 

Mendi Aliu, a senior, was
the second top scorer during
the 2022 season with eight
goals, including a hat trick
during a 3-4 loss at Coal City.
Aliu dished out three assists to
finish second on the list for
points scored in a season with
17. 

Sophomore Brady Schultz
was third on Comet scoring
with five goals and four assists.
Three of his goals came during

that 9-1 victory over Grace
Christian.

Scoring four goals and
four assists for the Comets in
2022 was senior Logan
Leckrone while classmate Josh
Sprinkles contributed three
goals and one assist. 

Sophomore Jerrek Hirsch
recorded two goals and three
assists while freshman Jayden
Bustos came through with two
goals and two assists.

Senior goalie Stephen
Condreay finished with 148
saves in 22 games. He aver-
aged 6.72 saves per match
including one shutout against
Momence.

Overall the Comets
improved over the previous
season when they were 5-14-1.

Kuban, Comets finish
season better than before

Comets, Cats go Pink for October

Photo by Zadie Sims

SERVING THE BALL is Reed-Custer�s Abigail Koonce playing against Wilmington on Tuesday.

Photo by Zadie Sims

ADILENE FIERRO hits the ball to her teamates on
Tuesday�s game against Wilmington.

Photo by Zadie Sims
NATALIE FLORES passes the ball to her
teamates on Tuesday�s game against
Wilmington.
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BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

After the mud quit flying on a rainy Friday
in Coal City, the result was a familiar one for the
Reed-Custer football team (8-0), a 58-14 win,
but it was anything but easy.

In fact, they actually trailed for the first
time this season as Coal City (5-3) struck first,
finding success through the air with Gavin
Carpenter.

"Hats off to Coal City for coming out and
swinging a haymaker at us right away. The
Carlson kid had a lot more speed than we were
ready for," said R-C head coach Gavin Johnston.
"He had some nice routes and some really good
throws by Braden Reilly."

Reilly went a perfect 3-for-3 for 70 yards on
the opening drive with the key play being a 50
yard pass to Carpenter on third-and-16.

The senior QB capped the drive finding
Landin Benson for an eight yard touchdown
reception and a 7-0 advantage.

"It was kind of a surprise, but we knew they
have a bunch of weapons and Reilly definitely
threw the ball very well," said senior running
back/linebacker Jace Christian.

In a game of few positives for the home
side, Coal City coach Francis Loughran was
pleased with the connection between Reilly and
Carpenter.

"I think in the last few weeks our passing
game has done a nice job and it's always good
to get the ball in your playmakers' hands."

The lead would be short-lived though, a
minute and 42 seconds to be precise, as R-C
senior quarterback Jake McPherson broke free
for a 40-yard touchdown run. Lucas Foote's
two-point conversion run was good making it
8-7. McPherson also had a 23-yard run on the
drive.

On the Coalers’ next possession, they
decided to fake a punt, but R-C was all over it
and took advantage as Christian scored on a 15
yard touchdown run as time expired in the first
quarter, 14-7 Comets.

"We know what our offense is capable of so
we knew if we could get a couple stops, the
momentum would go on our side," said
Johnston.

Christian added another 15 yard touch-
down run with 6:48 left in the first half for a 22-
7 advantage.

"Our offensive line was key with those good
blocks. They have been doing great and the
holes we were running through were huge."

The two teams traded interceptions late in
the first half with Reilly's proving costly.

After Cason Headley returned a McPherson

interception 16 yards setting the Coalers up
inside R-C territory with under 30 seconds
remaining, Foote stepped up and made a huge
play, returning an interception 72 yards for a
touchdown giving the Comets a 30-7 half-time
advantage.

"We're not going to make excuses. It was
the same turf for each side. They did a nice job
of stopping our run game," said Loughran. "It
was just a tough game and we have to
rebound."

The touchdown definitely swung the
momentum in R-C's favor. A Coaler touchdown
there would have made it a one-score game at
the half. Instead, it was a three-score game.

With that momentum firmly on their side,
R-C needed just two plays and 26 seconds to
score again, as Christian powered through the
defense for his third touchdown of the night, a

40 yard run.
Foote showed off some more of his athleti-

cism with a 20 yard touchdown reception, tim-
ing his jump perfectly in the endzone, 44-7 R-C
halfway through the third.

A Creide Skubic 22 yard kickoff return gave
the Coalers good field position and they were
able to cash in on a Braiden Young 18 yard
touchdown catch, but that would be all the
scoring for Coal City on this rainy evening.

The Comets turned to their second team
offense led by Nick Cieslak and he delivered like
the reserves have all year long, with touchdown
runs of two and 60 yards, the latter a great indi-
vidual effort with 39 seconds remaining to make
the final 58-14, ensuring an eighth consecutive
running clock.

The win gave R-C their fourth conference
championship and first since 2008.

"We had two goals this year to win the con-
ference and win state. Being able to reach that
first one was awesome," said Johnston. "I don't
think we'll be satisfied if that's the only goal we
reach this year, but it's something that no one
can take away from these kids."

They finished with 481 yards of offense
with 421 on the ground. The Coalers recorded
196 yards with 187 coming through the air.

The Comets were led by McPherson who
had seven carries for 121 yards and was 4-for-5
passing for 60 yards. Christian was right behind
him with 104 yards on nine rushes and had a 12
yard catch. Cieslak contributed seven carries for
85 yards, Foote gained 57 yards on nine rushes
and added his 20 yard td catch.

Travis Bohac and Josh Bohac finished with
16 and 14 yards, respectively, on the ground
with Josh chipping in with 28 yards receiving.
Connor Esparza added 15 yards on five rushes
and Zack Cieslak's nine yards capped the strong
night for R-C.

"All those guys can do something with the
ball. They stay fresh. They are all getting carries
and it stresses out defenses wondering who is
going to get the ball on each play."

Reilly paced the Coaler offense going 9-for-
19 for 151 yards with six of those completions
going to Carlson for 121 yards. Young added his
18 yard touchdown and Benson his eight yarder.

The CC run game was completely shut
down with only nine total yards by a stellar
Comet defense that had given up only 100 rush-
ing yards total through the first seven games.

"It was important to make sure that we
weren’t looking in the backfield and have our
whole team read their keys which made every-
one do their jobs," said Christian.

Chase Cora led the way for CC with 23 yards
on 10 carries. Drake Dearth added a two yard
run.

The Reed-Custer defense was led by
Esparza's seven solo tackles. Christian was all
over the field with 5.5 tackles, three for loss. Josh
Bohac had five tackles and Zack and Nick
Cieslak recorded 4.5 and four tackles, respec-
tively. Brandon Moorman tallied three stops
and an interception while Kody Marschner had
2.5 tackles and Wesley Shats and Gavin Bruciak
both contributed 1.5 stops.

"It's hard to run on a wet track like this. We
practiced inside Tuesday when it was pouring
rain and we probably should have practiced
outside," said Johnston.

"It was good to see them respond to it.
We're going to have to play in the elements
going forward."

The Comets will look to complete their first
unbeaten regular season when they host
Herscher (1-7) for Senior Night Friday.

Comets' firepower too much for Coalers

Photo by Ann Gill

SWEEPING TO THE OUTSIDE for the varsity Comets on Friday against Coal City is Jace Christian who
ran for 104 yards in nine attempts.

BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR

In a season where they
broke the school's single-
game scoring record three
different times, the Reed-
Custer football team will
look to wrap up the
school's first unbeaten reg-
ular season when they
entertain Herscher for
Senior Night Friday.

"We're coming off
another emotional win by
winning the conference
and defeating a rival in Coal
City," said Comet coach
Gavin Johnston. "We've
been in this spot before.
This is their seniors last
game. We have playoffs
coming up, but they would
like nothing more than to
spoil our Senior Night."

Herscher is only 1-7
but they had a four-point
loss to Streator, a six-point
loss to Manteno in over-
time and gave Wilmington
all they could handle for a
half.

"We've been very for-
tunate to get the clock
rolling in every game so

we're hoping that we can
take care of business early,
get some guys rotated in
and make sure that we're
healthy."

It won't be the last
home game for the R-C
seniors though who will
most certainly be hosting a
playoff game next week. 

Still, it will be a special
night for them as they look
for more school history.

"I can't thank them
enough, just a remarkable
group that has definitely
had the talent the whole
time. This is also a group
that has put in the work,"
Johnston commented.

"So to be able to put
both of those things togeth-
er and on top of that, they
are just great kids overall
who do a lot of things for
the community and are
great role models for the
community."

"This is going to be a
fun Senior Night, knowing
at least it's not their last
home game, but this is
going to be a tough group
to let go when the season is
actually over."

Comets looking to
make more history
against Herscher

Photo by Ann Gill

GAINING GROUND for the JV Comets on Friday at Coal City is run-
ning back Dominic Alaimo. Coal City won the contest 49-7.

Photo by Ann Gill

ON THE MOVE for the fresh-soph Comets during the game at Coal
City is Landen Robinson.

JV Comets fall

Photo by Ann Gill

SHOOTING COMETS - Reed-Custer quarterback Jack McPherson
(2) follows blockers Gavin Brucial (55) and Lucas Foote during a
ground gainer at Coal City.
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