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THE CFPD BROUGHT ITS ambulance to the Sept. 25 joint meeting of the Custer and Braidwood fire districts, where the two boards
finally signed off on an IGA to turn fire services in Custer over to Braidwood. While certified, the Custer ambulance was unable to
ever respond to any calls within the district.

Braidwood will take
over fire services in
Custer Township

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

A group of around 30 res-
idents returned to the gymna-
sium at the school in Custer
Park on Monday awaiting the
final vote on an
Intergovernmental Agreement
(IGA) between the Braidwood
Fire Protection District
(BFPD) and the Custer Fire
Protection District (CFPD) to
hand Custer’s fire services
over to Braidwood.

And, while that final vote
from both boards means that
Braidwood will take over fire
services in Custer Township,
the meeting was not without
some last bursts of emotion
from both sides of the issue.

The neighboring district
boards met in a joint session
on Sept. 25 to decide once and
for all the fate of the IGA.

Prior to the vote, a hand-
ful of residents spoke during
public comment, raising
issues both in favor of and
against the IGA. On the pro
side, residents cited a lack of
funding to keep CFPD afloat
on its own, and a need for
more consistent service.

On the other side, resi-
dents questioned if the boards
had given discussions enough
time.

Members of the CFPD
also said that while the lack of
ambulance service has been a
topic of conversation, it is the
IGA itself that has been the
holdup over the last 30 days.
CFPD acquired an ambulance
via donations in 2022, and
that ambulance received it’s
certification from the Illinois
Department of Public Health
(IDPH) in August.

CFPD EMS Coordinator
Brian Maxwell said the
department was prepared to
get that rig up and running if
the IGA failed.

“The ambulance has

passed the IDPH inspection at
this time. The only reason that
ambulance is not in service
serving our people is because
of this IGA,” Maxwell said. “We
could have been up and run-
ning, transporting our resi-
dents last month. However,
because of the IGA, why spend
the money on the one last
piece of the puzzle which is
the electronic reporting sys-
tem, it’s a big chunk of money
that we have if [the IGA] fails.
If this fails and Custer stays
open, we’ll have an ambu-
lance up in 30 days. So, it’s not
a matter of whether or not
we’re willing.”

But, the two boards put
an end to that effort.

The BFPD board
approved the IGA unanimous-
ly without discussion.

Following a motion to
approve the IGA from the
CFPD, trustee Dan Rozak took
a few minutes to explain his
plan to vote yes.

Ultimately, Rozak said the
issue is money.

Citing his own calcula-
tions, Rozak said staffing the
fire department with two part-
timers so that the station is

open 24/7/365, the cost in
salaries and mandatory con-
tributions to FICA and
Medicare alone is $263,000
annually.

Rozak went on to discuss
the Paid Leave for All Workers
Act, which goes into effect on
Jan. 1, 2024, which provides
that part-time workers in the
state of Illinois will accrue one
hour of paid leave for every 40
hours worked. Rozak said that
law increases the anticipated
salary needs of the district to
$276,486.

The district’s last levy,
Rozak noted, was $186,000.

Adding to that, Rozak
considered the potential
income from the proposed
Custer Township solar farm is
anticipated at an average of
$68,100 per year. Adding that
figure plus his own estimation
of fees the district would col-
lect in ambulance calls, Rozak
argued the district could, at
best, expect to break even on
salaries.

“If we break even on
[salaries], there is absolutely
no money left. None,” Rozak
said. “There’s nothing for new
equipment, there’s nothing for

repairs on old equipment,
there is absolutely zero for
supplies, there is absolutely
zero for maintenance on the
building, there is absolutely
zero for training, there is
absolutely zero for insurance,
legal fees, and you name it.
Nothing is left. The money
isn’t there.

“You have to consider
those figures, because this is
not a takeover ladies and gen-
tlemen. This isn’t a takeover by
Braidwood, this is a lifeline
from Braidwood,” Rozak con-
tinued.

Rozak went on to express
frustration that Custer and
Reed Townships have been
able to merge before to suc-
cess, including the Reed-
Custer School District and the
Fossil Ridge Library District.
Rozak also suggested that it’s
easier for the youth of the two
townships to work together
than the adults, pointing out
most recently success in mid-
dle school sports thanks to the
work of students from both
townships.

Braidwood, Custer fire boards approve agreement

MEMBERS OF THE CFPD and the BFPD finalized an intergovernmental agreement between the two
districts during an hour long meeting on Monday, Sept. 25, following months of negotiations. While
the IGA is slated to go into effect on Oct. 1, Braidwood officials said they would begin answering
calls in Custer Township immediately.
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EDITOR

The Reed-Custer School
District will ask the Illinois
State Board of Education
(ISBE) to consider a waiver of
school code, to allow educa-
tors and staff who live outside
of the district to have their
children attend Reed-Custer
schools.

The board of education
first discussed the proposal
earlier this year.

Per state code, only resi-
dent pupils of a school district
may attend the schools of the
district without payment of
the tuition. Parents/guardians
of those students who live out-
of-district are required by state
law to pay tuition equal to the
district spending per pupil to
educate those out-of-district
students, an amount that
totals $16,000 per year in the
Reed-Custer School District.

However, the district can
apply for a waiver of that
tuition requirement through
the ISBE for district employ-
ees.

On Sept. 20, Reed-Custer
Superintendent Mark Mitchell
told members of the board of
education, gathered for their
regular monthly meeting, that
regional school districts
including Herscher and
Manteno already have such a
program in place.

“I talked quite a bit about
it with [Superintendent] Rich
Decman in Herscher, they’ve
had no issues with it,” Mitchell
said. “They have 40 students
that are out-of-district that are
coming with employees.”

Mitchell said he sent a
survey to staff on the issue,
and preliminary results
showed that several staff mem-

Reed-Custer to explore
enrollment for children of
non-resident employees

STAFF REPORT

An accident claimed the
life of a Wilmington Fire
Protection District firefighter
over the weekend.

The incident happened in
Braidwood shortly before 9
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 22, when
firefighter paramedic David
Pollack was involved in a
motor vehicle accident along
Route 129 while off duty.

According to a Go Fund
Me posted by friends and fam-
ily, Pollack was traveling on his
motorcycle in the 34000 block
of Route 129/Washington
Street when he struck a tire
that was sitting in the roadway
and was thrown from the
motorcycle.

Pollack sustained unsur-

vivable injuries as a result of
the accident.

According to a release by
the WFPD, Pollack became a
member of the Fire District in
January of 2018 as a Firefighter
Paramedic and was currently
assigned as a Shift Leader at
Station 2.

He was also a member of
the MABAS Division 15
Technical Rescue Team and a
part-time member with the
Coal City Fire Protection
District.

“David will be an organ
and tissue donor where, as he
did in life through his profes-
sion, will continue to save
many lives,” WFPD Deputy

Wilmington firefighter
killed in motorcycle
accident in Braidwood
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The Reed-Custer School
District will make some
changes on how they work
with students on their individ-
ual challenges and needs in
English and math.

During the Sept. 20 meet-
ing of the Board of Education,
Assistant Superintendent
Danielle Valiente said the dis-
trict was taking a closer look at
three programs that are used
to help students who may be
struggling academically.
Those programs—IXL,
MaxScholar, and Renaissance
STAR—help the district create
individualized programs that

can benefit all learners.
Utilizing a tiered system,

the district can evaluate the
needs and differentiate the
instruction for students.

Tier 1 represents instruc-
tion for all learners. Tier 2 pro-
vides tools and support for tar-
geted, small-group interven-
tions. Tier 3 involves deeper
insights and plans for individ-
ualized intervention.

Valiente said the district is
reviewing those intervention

Reed-Custer focuses on
math, ELA interventions
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