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THE BAHCC IS ONE OF several projects spearheaded by the coalition. The coalition’s activities will be supported over the next five
years thanks to additional funds from years six through 10 of a federal DFC grant.
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The Braidwood Area
Healthy Community Coalition
(BAHCC) has earned five
additional years in funding
from the federal program, to
help implement and maintain
efforts to battle substance use
and abuse in the community.

On Sept. 11, BAHCC
Program Director Pete
Dell’Aquila told members
during the coalition’s monthly
meeting that the organization
was told this month that they
have received years six
through 10 of the federal Drug
Free Communities (DFC)
grant.

The coalition was first
awarded the DFC grant in
2018.

The DFC year six through
10 grant has two main goals:
Strengthen collaborations
through the community, and

reduce substance use.
Dell’Aquila and members

of the coalition discussed the
action plan for the next five
years of the grant funding,
which includes the goals of
increasing community collab-
oration and preventing sub-
stance use among local youth.

“All of us sitting here right
now are part of that solution,
part of that strategy,”
Dell’Aquila said. “Every time
you attend a coalition meet-
ing, you are helping us
enhance the effectiveness of
our leadership, you’re helping
us move forward on our mis-
sion and our vision. More
specifically, you’re collaborat-
ing with the coalition to hope-
fully help prevent and reduce
substance use in our commu-
nities.”

Dell’Aquila said the next
step in terms of membership
will be to review, adapt and
implement the BAHCC’s

membership and recruitment
plan.

“We are always looking to
recruit, we’re always looking
to retain people,” he said.
“One of the ways we retain is
by doing. So, we will continue
the focus on action oriented
meetings and getting every-
one involved in different
ways.”

In terms of youth involve-
ment, the coalition already
works with a number of
groups and on various proj-
ects, including partnerships
with RAD at Reed-Custer High
School, the Gridiron Club, the
Cosmic Club, and recognition
of those youth through the
scholarship fund and the
Legacy Award for Youth.

“We want to recognize
youth who are involved in
prevention activities through-
out the community. There are
scholarship awards and the
legacy award, and those are

some of the ways that we con-
tinue to enhance the collabo-
rations within our communi-
ty,” Dell’Aquila said.

The coalition will also use
the DFC grant to help increase
community resources that
help prevent and reduce sub-
stance use, and work with
community partners to devel-
op a network of local sub-
stance use disorders and
intervention service
providers.

Dell’Aquila said it is part
of the coalition’s commitment
not just to prevention, but
also to intervention and
recovery.

“Recovery is huge in the
work that we do,” he said. “We
definitely believe that in order
to make a positive change in
our community, we can’t just
focus on one piece of the puz-

Coalition earns five more years of federal dollars
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THE MESSAGE ON THIS SIGN at Route 113 and Zilm Road has
changed several times over the past several weeks, as the decision
of whether the Custer Fire Protection District should enter an
Intergovernmental Agreement with the Braidwood Fire Protection
District draws near. The Custer fire board will meet tonight
(Wednesday) to discuss changes in the proposal. The fire board
from both districts will meet at the Braidwood Fire Department for
a joint meeting on Monday, Sept. 25 to finally approve or reject the
IGA. If approved, the agreement will hand control of fire and ambu-
lance operations in the Custer district to Braidwood.

Custer, Braidwood
fire agreement to be
decided next week
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City leaders in Braidwood
said they are encouraged by
public engagement in city
matters.

On Sept. 13, Mayor Karen
Hart took a moment during
the regular meeting of the city
council to address the public
interest in city matters, from
commenting on social media
to attending council and zon-
ing meetings.

“I am very pleased with
the amount of people who
have been attending lately,”
Hart said. “I know [city admin-
istrator] Tony [Altiery]
addressed it at the last meet-
ing, that is very encouraging

that people will come and
voice their opinions. That’s
what it’s all about.”

In June, after Hart was ele-
vated to mayor following the
resignation of Mayor Chris
Earley, she noted that the city
was seeking engagement not
just about problems or issues,
but about the future, planning,
and anything the public wants
to talk about.

“I also think that when the
complaints come in, I would
like to see them also come in
with some solution,” Hart said
earlier this summer. “A lot of
times, complaints that come,
the city can do something

Mayor Hart thanks the
public for showing up
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The city of Braidwood will host its
next Town Hall meeting with city admin-
istrator Tony Altiery this month.

During the Sept. 13 regular meeting
of the City Council, Commissioner Dale
Walsh reminded the public that the sec-
ond of three meetings is scheduled for
Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 6 p.m. at City Hall.

“We had one a couple of months
ago, we have this one, and then there will
be one more in November,” Walsh said.
“It won’t be streamed on Facebook like
the last one, so, if people have questions
they should come in please. We will have
a [sign-up] sheet, and if they get here
early enough they can write their ques-
tions down.”

On May 23, Karen Hart was sworn in
as Mayor of Braidwood after the resigna-
tion of Mayor Chris Earley. Hart appoint-

ed Altiery back to the role of administra-
tor, which he held for four years under
Mayor Bob Jones. 

While that appointment was
approved unanimously by the council, it
was made to the objections of some resi-
dents who have voiced their concerns
both during council meetings an online.
While concerns were not specific in
nature, the handful of residents who
have commented have cited trust con-
cerns with the administrator, and have
questioned his salary.

In May, the City Council approved a
benefits package for Altiery. The benefits
include salary of $115,000 annually, 35
vacation days, 72 hours of sick time, and
a vehicle for use for city business only.
Altiery will be considered a full-time
employee with Illinois Municipal
Retirement Fund benefits, and will be
subject to an annual raise each fiscal
year. Altiery may also opt for health

insurance coverage.
In response to the questions about

Altiery, as well as general questions
about the council’s plans for the future,
city leaders planned a series of public
meetings with the administrator to give
residents a chance to ask questions.

In July, the first session covered
issues including grants, business devel-
opment, finances, transportation, and
beautification.

As far as not posting a live feed of the
meeting to the city’s Facebook page,
Walsh said the intention of the meetings
was to create a Town Hall environment
where people could meet their local
leaders face to face.

“The thought, starting out, was we
wanted people to come in and talk to
Tony Altiery face to face,” Walsh said. “A

Braidwood Town Hall meeting set for Sept. 26
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A Shadow Lakes resident
who approached the
Braidwood City Council in
August hoping to get some
help with a speeding problem
along the private roads of the
gated community was back
before the council this month.

On Sept. 13, Fred Miller
returned to the council during
their first regular meeting of
the month, to see if there had
been any movement on his
suggestion that the city work
with Shadow Lakes to develop

a plan to police those roads
and engage in a traffic enforce-
ment agreement.

On Aug. 22, On Aug. 22,
Miller read a letter he penned
to the council seeking such an
agreement. Miller is not a
member of the HOA board, but
said as a resident he believed
that conditions on the roads in
Shadow Lakes have become

Shadow Lakes speeding
still a topic at council
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