
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025       |       A FREE PRESS NEWSPAPER  •  (815) 476-7966

$1.00
Vol. 67, Issue 36

1 section • 12 pages 
Not over 75% advertising 

www.braidwoodjournal.com

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Officials are expecting such a
large crowd for Thursday’s Village of
Essex meeting that it has been moved
to the community center on Parls
Street.

That’s because word of a major
data center and large solar farm have
been spreading around town and on
social media. Seems the quiet village
of Essex may not stay quiet anymore.

Residents believe a major data
center will soon be constructed just
west of the village on or near the site
of the former High Point Golf Course. 

Some also believe a couple of vil-
lage leaders had access to informa-
tion that led to them selling their pri-
vate property for millions of dollars.

In late July, posts on the unoffi-

cial Essex Facbook Page, “Little Town
of Essex 2.0” was brought to this
newspaper’s attention.

On July 28, Riley Edwards shared
a post on the Facebook page.

“While residents are kept in the
dark, Constellation Energy has been
quietly buying up land––and the peo-
ple cashing in are the very trustees
who are supposed to represent you,”
Edwards said.

Edwards noted that Village
Trustee John Bohac sold his house
and 1.9 acres for $1.5 million. Edward
Foley, owner of the former High Point
Golf Course, sold 170 acres to
Constellation for $17 million. 

Rumors of the possibility of a
data center being built on the site of
the defunct golf course began flying,
as did rumors of those in positions of
power profiting.

‘We know nothing!’

A quest to learn the truth led this
newspaper on a wild goose chase.
Our first step was to find residents
willing to talk. One resident agreed to
speak to us under the veil of
anonymity, but later changed their
mind.

Essex Mayor Peter Dvorak, on
August 11, claimed to have no infor-
mation on the sale of the golf course
and other transactions. 

FOIA requests to Kankakee
County and to the Village of Essex has
yielded nothing.

Joanne Langlois, Freedom of
Information Officer with Kankakee
County replied with “Kankakee
County has no responsive documents
pertaining to your request,” Langlois
wrote.

Emily Dockery, Essex City Clerk,

Land purchases by Constellation
creating concern for Essex residents
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ERIC ALLEN, BRAIDWOOD’S new Chief of Police (left)
was sworn in by Braidwood Mayor Todd Lyons on August
26.

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

At the Tuesday, Aug.
26 Braidwood City Council
meeting, Mayor Todd
Lyons swore in the city’s
new chief of police, Eric
Allen. Allen served with
the Shorewood Police
Dept. since 1999, most
recently as deputy chief.

Allen’s family, includ-
ing his wife, Joy, were at
city hall to witness his offi-
cial swearing in.
Colleagues from
Shorewood came to wish

Allen the best of luck.
“I’m excited about

working with you,” Allen
said. “You’ve got a great
mix of veterans and
younger officers... Lastly, I
want to thank [Sgt.] Chris
Altiery...I knew within
minutes of talking to him
that he does a lot of stuff
around here in the police
department. I’ve seen that
in the last couple of days....
He did everything he
could, knowing I was the
new chief coming in, to get

Eric Allen takes 
the helm as 
new police chief 

FALL FEST, set for Sept. 13 in Coal City, will feature a display of 100 drones that will form a variety of colorful animated
designs as part of the village’s yearly celebration.  Sky Elements, a Texas-based production company that specializes in
drone light shows, will present the display. The photo shows the latest pyrotechnics Sky Elements has used at other ven-
ues across the country. It will be a first drone show of its kind for the area.

BY MIKE LOOMIS
CORRESPONDENT

A drone show will light
up the skies at an upcom-
ing event in Coal City. 

Fall Fest, set for Sept.
13, will feature a display of
100 drones that will form a
variety of colorful animat-
ed designs as part of the
village’s yearly celebration. 

Sky Elements, a Texas-
based production compa-
ny that specializes in drone
light shows, will present
the display.

Coal City’s village
board of trustees at their
Aug. 25 meeting approved
a contract to pay Sky
Elements $17,500 for the
Fall Fest performance. The
company will present a
customized, 15-minute
aerial display set to a
soundtrack, using a space
south of the railroad tracks

and west of Broadway
Street as a launching area,
Village Administrator Matt
Fritz explained.

Coal City also booked
Sky Elements to present a
drone light show next sum-
mer to commemorate the
250th anniversary of the
USA’s independence.

That display – sched-
uled for June 27, 2026 - will
include 150 drones at a fee
of just under $25,000.

“By moving forward at
this time, we can contract
with them and make sure
they’re available for both
dates,” Fritz told the
trustees. 

“We’ve been talking

Coal City to 
host a show you’ve
never seen before

SEE CHIEF PAGE 2

SEE ESSEX CONCERNS PAGE 2

Federated Bank’s fifth
branch, now serving
Braidwood, is officially
open for business at 130 N.
Washington Street in
Braidwood.

The bank will cele-
brate a grand opening
event on Thursday, Sept.
25, with details coming in
the near future.

According to CEO
David Albin, the new loca-
tion means more than just
opening another bank.

“This expansion is
more than just a new loca-
tion—it’s a reflection of our
enduring commitment to
the agricultural heritage
and close-knit communi-
ties that define our region,”
Albin said. “Our updated
logo, featuring an ear of
corn, symbolizes growth,
tradition, and heartland
values—principles that

Grand opening Sept. 25

Federated Bank opens in Braidwood
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FEDERATED BANK, LOCATED at 130 N. Washington Street, is open for business.SEE FEDERATED BANK PAGE 2

SEE DRONE SHOW PAGE 2
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The Reed-Custer A
Team girls softball squad
faced a challenging stretch
of games this past week,
going up against
Limestone and Seneca. 

Despite strong indi-
vidual performances, the
Lady Comets were unable
to come away with a victo-
ry, but the team showed
grit and improvement.

Game 1: Reed-Custer
vs. Limestone (Aug. 26 –
Braidwood)

In an offensive battle
from the start, Reed-Custer
and Limestone matched
each other run-for-run
before finishing in an
11–11 tie. The Lady Comets
tallied 8 hits but were
undone by 6 errors in the
field.

Offensive Leaders:
Macey Steichen: 2 hits

(1 triple), 1 run, 1 RBI

Aubrey Henderson: 1

hit, 2 runs, 1 RBI, 3 walks
Madison Boravicka: 1

hit, 1 run, 2 walks
Kaelyn Fritas: 1 hit, 2

runs, 1 RBI, 1 walk
Audrey Vanek: 1 hit, 2

runs, 1 RBI, 1 walk
Lily Johnson: Reached

base 4 times
Steichen pitched all 6

innings, allowing 11 runs
(7 earned) on 11 hits. She
struck out 7 and walked 4.
Reed-Custer at Seneca

Facing a tough Seneca
lineup, Reed-Custer strug-
gled to generate offense,
falling 10–0. The Lady
Comets managed just one
hit on the day, with Seneca
breaking the game open
with a 7-run second
inning.

Kaelyn Fritas had the
one hit in 3 at-bats

Steichen went 4
innings, allowing 10 runs
(only 1 earned) on 6 hits

while striking out 6 and
walking 1. The Reed-Custer
defense committed 7
errors behind her.

The Lady Comets
closed the week with an
overall record of 1–6–1.
While errors proved costly
in both contests, the team
showed flashes of offensive
firepower in their tie
against Limestone, putting
together 11 runs with con-
tributions from through-
out the lineup. Pitcher
Steichen anchored the
team, striking out 13 bat-
ters across the two games
while also providing key
offense at the plate.

With steady hitting
from players like Fritas,
Henderson and Vanek, and
consistent work from
Steichen in the circle,
Reed-Custer looks to turn
competitive play into wins
as the season continues.

Reed-Custer A team battles 
through a tough week

The Reed-Custer varsity volleyball
team lost to Dwight on Wednesday in two
sets, 18-25 and 16-25. 

Mackenzie Foote brought in 1 ace, 1
kill, and 2 assist blocks. Makenzi
Thompson helped the team with 3 kills, 5
digs, and 1 assist block. Kamryn Wilkey led
the team on defense with 7 digs and sever-
al good receptions on serve-receive.

The Lady Comets fell to Gardner-

South Wilmington last Tuesday in two sets
(9-25 & 11-25). 

Alyssa Wollenzien had 1 ace, 1 kill, and
1 solo block. Makenzi Thompson put
down 3 kills and recorded 7 digs on
defense. Reese Brown assisted the team
with 4 set assists, and Maddy Marschner
had 1 set assist and 3 kills.

They will host a tough Manteno squad
on Thursday.

Lady Comets need a lift

.The Wilmington
Wildcats boys golf team
pulled out a narrow victory
over Reed-Custer on
Tuesday, August 27, at
Silver Oaks Golf Course.
Wilmington posted a team
score of 195, just four
strokes ahead of Reed-
Custer’s 199.

The Wildcats were led
by Hank Lindsey, who
carded the day’s lowest
score with a 43 to earn
medalist honors. He was
followed by Caius Drown
(49), Ryker Feil (51), Joey
Lewsader (52), Parker
Hazzard (54) and Zander
Van Duyne (71).

Reed-Custer was
paced by Tanner Gullquist
and Mason Vasil, who each
shot 47. Caedon
Baumgartner followed
with a 51, while Logan
Bean, John Buchanan, and
Nathan Trucano each fin-
ished with 54s.

Wilmington, who does
not have a home golf
course due to the club-

house fire and resulting
land sale of High Point Golf
Course in Essex, travels
Sept. 9 to Peotone.

Reed-Custer’s will play

at Kankakee Elks Golf
Course today (Wednesday)
and at Manteno Sept. 9
before hosting Coal City
Sept. 10.

Wilmington edges Reed-Custer
in close golf match

Photo by Eric Fisher

HITTING OUT OF the sand on Hole #4 at Silver Oaks Golf Course is Reed-Custer freshman
Johnny Buchanan.

Photo by Eric Fisher

TEEING UP the ball while driving Hole 2 at Silver Oaks Golf
Course is Comet golfer Nick Mallaney.

Photo by Eric Fisher

DRIVING THE BALL from the second tee at Silver Oaks Golf Courase is Kaitlyn Lantka.

Photo by Eric Fisher

REED-CUSTER GOLFER Nathan Trucano watches his ball as it sails to the #9 green at
Silver Oaks Golf Course.
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REED-CUSTER’S VARSITY football team huddles in the endzone prior to the start of Friday’s game at El Paso-Gridley. The Comets may have lost the season opener 28-14 but gain con-
fidence heading into Friday’s first home game of the season against Harvard.

BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Defeating a consistent
playoff caliber program is
no easy feat.

Reed-Custer did a lot
of good things in the season
opener Friday in El Paso,
but they struggled limiting
the explosive plays as the
Titans scored multiple 30
plus yard touchdowns en
route to a 28-14 win.

"We have to run to the
ball, tackle, finish plays and
limit those big yardage
opportunities," said head
coach Joe Turek.

"Yards after the catch
was not great for us. Their
skill kids are a talented
group."

El Paso-Gridley led 7-0
after the first and tacked on
a 36 yard touchdown pass
on the first play of the sec-
ond quarter.

The Comets were able
to cut the deficit to 14-7 on
a Hudson Cook six yard
touchdown run, but the
hosts struck again before
half for a 21-7 advantage.

Thomas Emery added
a 28 yard touchdown recep-
tion with 2:22 left in the
third, but once again, the
Titans responded with
another touchdown pass.

Quarterback Owen
Adams threw four touch-
downs on the night with his
eight yarder with 10:57 left,
proving to be the differ-
ence.

"Defensively, we had
three sophomores starting
so it was a useful, tough
experience for them."

"The first game with
many formations and
movements, it's a lot to
throw at them, but Chase
Isaac, Eddie Bryan and

Nathan Vogler were every-
where.

They are good effort
kids and even if their brain
was wrong on a play, their
effort was there.

For R-C, Jesse
Tresouthick was very effi-
cient passing, going 10-for-
12 for 88 yards. He also
added 10 carries for 35

yards.
"We try to get him to

make his read and then it's
a quick decision whether
he makes that read or not."

"He's been really
improving through his pro-
gressions. If the first look is
not there, he knows where
the second one is and
makes a quick decision. He

can do it with his legs and
his arm, which is pretty
nice to have."

They ran for almost
200 yards with Kaiden Klein
leading the way with 66
yards on eight carries. He
also added three receptions
for 25 yards.

Dominic Alaimo had
nine carries for 35 yards

and Cook tallied 29 yards
on three rushes with a
touchdown.

"We like to incorporate
a bunch of different guys
based on our two main
schemes that we have.
Alaimo ran hard with a lot
of tough yards," said Turek.

"Klein was able to get
on the edge a little bit and

get some work done in
space for us. We have about
seven ball carriers and we
feel good about all seven."

Turek was pleased with
how his team did against
the Titan ground game and
felt they controlled the line
of scrimmage.

"They only had about
20 yards rushing. We have
to continue to read keys.

A couple minor mis-
takes here or there in our
coverages led to them get-
ting the ball in space."

The Comets will host
Harvard in the home open-
er Friday. The Hornets were
shut out by Big Foot 10-0 in
the opener and were sacked
five times.

Harvard has lost eight
straight games dating back
to last season. Their last
win was in Week 2 against
R-C, 21-14.

"We're looking forward
to the home opener. It was
a close game last year and
we owe them a little bit.
They're more of a downhill
running team for the most
part that takes their shots."

"If we can build off
how we controlled the line
of scrimmage, we like our
chances with our speed in
those skill positions."

Friday's game is part of
three consecutive home
games with Streator and
Manteno also coming to
town.

"Our schedule defi-
nitely played into our
advantage. We know it was
a tough battle on Friday,
but we also know it was a
good learning experience,
and this is a good stretch
for us that I think our kids
are going to enjoy being at
home for all of it."

Titans athleticism too much for Comets
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REED-CUSTER junior Orion Bergmann makes a diving tackle to stop the Titan ballcarrier on Friday.
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BLOCKING BUDDIES—Comet sophomore Kaiden Klein sweeps to the outside while following blockers
Nathan Vogler (20) and Alejandro Fierro (50)

Photo by Angela Rose

A COMET WALL—Reed-Custer seniors Dominic Alaimo (24) and Dhane
Debelak (65) make a big stop against a line of El Paso blockers.

The Comets had a great bounce back win after
Tuesday's close game, defeating Sandwich 9-1. 

Comets goals scored by Matthew Kuban (6-A new
school record), Tristan Randall, Brody Alexander, and
Jakub Lichaj.

Assists went to Kuban (2), Dylan Maschmeyer (2),
Lichaj, Alexander, Randall, and Conor Kochanny.

Vinny Bollino and Nathan Hughes split time in the
goal, both recording 1 save.

Serena 4, Reed-Custer 3
Goals: Tristan Randall, Jakub Lichaj, Dylan

Maschmeyer
Assists: Randall, Mathew Kuban, Tyler Compton
Saves: Vinny Bollino-7.

R-C soccer bounces back with a 9-1 win
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