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STRIKE UP THE BAND—The Marching Comets presented their colors and showmanship during the Meet the Comets night held Friday. They sounded just as good as ever as when play-
ing the R-C fight song.

Fans show u

Meet the Comets

COMET GOLF COACH Ryan Marketti introduces

night.

the 13 members of his golf_t'eam duririg

e Comets

p to Meet th
Nog i :

CHEERLEADERS are introduced by coach Lexi Stewart during the Meet the

Comets night held Friday. There are 12 members on this year’s squad. Watch them perform
during half-time of the home football games, including Sept. 5 when the Comets host

Harvard.

NEW HEAD COACH Joe Turek comes to Reed-Custer after
coaching 10 years at Lincoln-Way East at the junior varsity

level.

Comets seek turnaround
under new leadership

BY JIM SHELDON
SPORTS

Close only counts in
horseshoes and hand
grenades.

In the last two sea-
sons, the Reed-Custer foot-
ball team compiled a 4-14
record, but seven of those
losses were by one score.

With coach Gavin
Johnston = moving to
Florida, R-C is turning to a
man with a strong pedigree
for success in Joe Turek.

Turek spent the last 10
years as the head sopho-
more/junior varsity at

Lincoln-Way East, a peren-
nial contender for state
titles. The varsity lost only
seven total games in the
last eight seasons.

"I'd been looking for
something new in coach-
ing, pushing myself to new
opportunities, and see if I
have what it takes to lead
my own program,” Turek
said.

"I definitely was inter-
ested in seeing what it was
like to be in the smaller
community. I actually told
them in the interview that
I'm a fan of the Friday
night light show, kind of

the idea of a total town
buy-in to the football pro-
gram in particular.”

That buy-in is a large
part of East's and rival
Wilmington's success,
from the parents to the
players to the school and
to the community.

"His passion for lead-
ing young men and his
passion for the sport of
football definitely stood
out in the interview
process. Every person we
spoke to about him could-
n't say enough good things
about him as a coach and
as a person," said R-C ath-

letic director Nick Klein.

Turek was impressed
with his team's work ethic
this summer and their
togetherness.

"They are getting after
it and enjoy being together.
They like to play for each
other. There is not much
dissension or individual-
ism among them."

A challenge for the
first-year coach will be uti-

SEE COMETS PAGE 2
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BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK
The U.S. ag trade

deficit climbed to a new
high the first half of 2025.

The deficit hit a record
$28.6 billion through June,
according to USDA data
released this month.

Ag exports through
June totaled $85.6 billion
with  imports totaling
$114.1 billion, a deficit of
nearly $29 billion com-
pared to last year's trade
deficit of $18.4 billion dur-
ing the same period.

Weak production
growth, increased demand
for imported food and
ongoing trade conflicts are
major drivers of the
increasing ag trade deficit.
In June alone, the value of
U.S. ag exports trailed
imports by $4.1 billion - a
gap that's 14% wider than a
year ago.

President Donald
Trump's reciprocal tariffs
announced in April were
prompted by the “large and
persistent trade deficit that

is driven by the absence of
reciprocity in our trade
relationships and other
harmful policies like cur-
rency manipulation and
exorbitant  value-added
taxes perpetuated by other
countries,” Trump said at
the time.

The administration has
negotiated a handful of
trade deals since April,
most recently pausing
reciprocal tariffs on China
as the two key trading part-
ners continue trade discus-
sions.

The trade war has cut
exports from the U.S. to
China in half, with U.S.
Commerce Department
data showing the U.S.
exported just $5.5 billion to
China the first half of 2025
versus $11.8 billion last
year.

The drop came as
Trump hiked tariffs on
Chinese goods to more
than 100% earlier in the
year, and China responded
by imposing equally high
tariffs on American goods.

In June alone, ag
exports to China were the

Sore throat
hacks that work

Sore throats: they’re
pesky. They're not just a
winter thing (hello, spring
allergies). And they can
turn serious, such as strep
throat.

Do aweb search for at-
home remedies, and you’'ll
get a lot of results. Which
ones work? Which ones
might feel good in the
moment but don't get the
job done?

Isha McConkey, DO, a
family medicine physician
at OSF HealthCare, has
your checklist: Ice cream:
she doesn’'t recommend it.

“I know it feels good.
But it will increase mucus
production in most people.
That’s going to exacerbate
the [throat] irritation,” she
explains. “We also don't
want a lot of sugar,” which
could lead to cavities.

In fact, Dr. McConkey
says this logic applies to
dairy foods overall. Skip
them come sore throat
time.

Popsicles: These are
OK, Dr. McConkey said.
Just go for a sugar free or
fruit juice-infused option.

Cough drops: Choose
cough drops with xylitol, a
sugar alternative, Dr.
McConkey noted.

Honey: It’s excellent.

Gas prices

Average gasoline prices
in Illinois are unchanged in
the last week, averaging
$3.38/g Monday, according
to GasBuddy's survey of
4,378 stations in Illinois.

Prices in Illinois are 0.5
cents per gallon higher
than a month ago.

Stagnation is indeed
the word in these parts,
with BP charging $3.28/g
and Love’s at $3.49/g in

Wilmington.

Expect to pay $3.49/g
across the Dboard in
Braidwood, while Coal

You're still getting sugar,
though, so don't guzzle it.
Try making a drink with
hot water, honey and
lemon. Or incorporate
honey into your tea.

“You can even add a
little cayenne pepper. In
some types of sore throats,
it may make it worse. But
most people find it can be
very soothing. It has some
numbing properties,” Dr.
McConkey adds. But don’t
take that as a license to eat
spicy food. The acidity in
tacos, for example, might
cause throat irritation.

Soups: Pop that chick-
en noodle soup in the
microwave, Dr. McConkey
says. She says research has
found that some soups
have antibacterial proper-
ties that can help with any
illness. Opt for a low sodi-
um can.

Salt water: You've
probably seen online
videos or heard the tactic
passed down by family
members. Yes, it can help,
Dr.  McConkey  says.
Gargling salt water can
decrease swelling, she says.
Try it before you drink your
tea or before you go to bed
to help get a restful night.
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U.S. agricultural trade deficit reaches new record high
U.S. Ag Trade Deficit Widens

Exports trailed imports by a record volume in the first half of 2025

M Trade Balance (Jan-Jun)

$408

lowest since 2010, with no
soybeans at all. And as of
July 24, U.S. soybean
exporters had sold just
more than 3 million metric
tons of soybeans for export
in 2025-26, which begins
Sept. 1. That volume is a 20-
year low for the date and is
down 12% from last year.
New-crop sales are strug-
gling because China has yet
to buy a single cargo, and
this is China's latest start in
the U.S. bean market since
2005, according to Zaner Ag
Hedge's Karen Braun.

In examining the trade

deficit, it's important to
understand the U.S.
imports products to ensure
year-round access to fresh
produce and goods not
widely grown domestically.
Coffee, for example, is
almost entirely imported,
since production is limited
in Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

While some seasonal
producers face competition
from  imports, many
imported goods do not
directly compete with U.S.
crops or are made using
U.S.-grown ingredients,
according to the American

Farm Bureau Federation. In
other cases, imports com-
plement domestic produc-
tion. Oranges are a good
example. Most oranges
consumed in the winter
and spring are grown in the
United States, but during
the off-season, imports
help meet consumer
demand and keep shelves
stocked.

In fiscal year 2025,
which runs through Sept.
30, USDA projects that hor-
ticultural products, includ-
ing fruits, vegetables, nuts,
wine and other alcohols,
will account for approxi-
mately 49% of total agricul-
tural imports by value.

“Strong U.S. demand
for high-value, consumer-
ready products, many of
which are not widely pro-
duced domestically, has
driven up import values,
while a large share of U.S.
exports remain lower-value
bulk commodities, con-
tributing to the growing
trade imbalance,” accord-
ing to a June AFBF Market
Intel.

A strong U.S. dollar

and high labor costs have
made American goods
more expensive for foreign
buyers, weakening global
competitiveness. At the
same time, trade barriers,
retaliatory tariffs and ongo-
ing disputes have limited
access to important mar-
kets.

After decades of con-
sistent trade surpluses, U.S.
agriculture has been in an
agricultural trade deficit
since 2022. In FY 2023, the
trade gap reached $16.7 bil-
lion and nearly doubled in
FY 2024 to $31.8 billion.
USDA now forecasts the FY
2025 deficit will rise to
approximately $49.5 bil-
lion, which would mark the
largest agricultural trade
imbalance on record. The
next quarterly trade out-
look is scheduled for
release on Aug. 28.

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the
Illinois Press Association.
For more food and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

The power to fight germs is in your hands

If the COVID-19 pandemic taught us one thing, it was
the importance of washing our hands.

Apparently, not everyone got the message.

In May, the National Foundation for Infectious
Diseases (NFID) launched the Hands In For Handwashing
campaign to raise awareness about the importance of
handwashing to help stop the spread of infectious dis-
eases. The campaign includes the 2025 NFID State of
Handwashing Report, based on a new national survey of
U.S. adult handwashing knowledge and habits.

The survey found that only 33% of respondents
report washing their hands more now than they did dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. Men were more likely to not
wash their hands at key times than women.

The more startling fact is that nearly half of adults
(48%) admit to forgetting or deciding not to wash their
hands at important times, like after shopping, eating at a
restaurant or visiting a health care setting.

“I'was surprised to learn that only half of people wash
their hands at key times, because as a nurse, that's the
first thing they teach us — hand washing. Because they
want us to keep our patients healthy,” says Breanne
Gendron, a nurse practitioner for OSF HealthCare.
“Bacteria and viruses live on surfaces and people, and we
need to wash our hands, so we don't spread them
amongst each other.”

The top reasons that motivate adults to wash their
hands are after using the bathroom, touching food and
handling human or animal waste. Washing your hands is
a difference maker, especially since 80% of infectious dis-
eases are spread by dirty hands.

“The most important times to protect yourself is
before you eat,” Gendron says. “You're exposed to an
exponential number of bacteria when you use the bath-
room, just because of how our body's waste system
works.”

Gendron offers other important tips — don’'t touch
your face, especially when you're in public. Alcohol-based
hand sanitizer is good to use, especially if you can’'t wash
your hands. But it doesn't kill all germs. There’s no substi-
tute for washing your hands with soap. Wash with warm
or cold water for a good 20 seconds, which is enough time
to sing the Happy Birthday song twice.

“The most important thing is, when you're washing
you make sure you're scrubbing in between all the backs,

remain unchanged over week

City’s cheapest gas is $3.49/
at BB up to $3.69/g at Gas N
Wash.

A trip to Morris or
Bourbonnais may save you
a few cents, with Pilot
charging $3.19/g and
Casey’s, $3.39/g in Morris.
Bourbonnais has gas for
$3.07/g at Gulf, up to
$3.39/g at BP.

“The national average
saw a modest increase over
the last week after storms
temporarily knocked the
Midwest’s largest refinery
offline in Indiana, trigger-

Russia’s war on Ukraine.
For now, expect only mod-
erate gas price fluctuations,
with the potential for lower
prices arriving later this
fall.”

The lowest price in the
state is $2.73/g while the
highest is $4.79/g.

ing sharp jumps in gas
prices across Ohibo,
Wisconsin, and Michigan,”
said Patrick De Haan, head
of petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy.

“We could soon see
prices cycle higher in
Illinois and Indiana as well,
although there’s been some
late-week relief in whole-
sale prices now that the
refinery is restarting. With
no major hurricanes threat-
ening the U.S. at the
moment, the biggest wild
card remains any shifts in

’ memory.

lheuck Vow/

THANK YOU FOR LINDA RABIDEAU

Linda’s family wishes to thank so many people for the
wonderful posts, sympathy cards, kind words at her visitation,
all the calls and wvisits to our homes, flowers and the
extraordinary amount of donations to Kuzma Cottage in her

ol Thank you to Father Gargol for a beautiful mass and to 8
Deacon Jay Plese for a beautiful homily. Jay and I met to
discuss that homily and Jay, you took my thoughts and nailed
what Linda’s faith was all about.
To Matt Baskerville. This man is a true treasure to not

. : - .  *
only our family but our entire community. The genuine
compassion he has for his work and to the families he serves is
beyond amazing. The care and concern he has for the families
he serves 1s one of truly dedicated service. Thank you for the
beautiful set up for her wake and especially driving yourself to
& Missouri to pick her up to bring her home.

May God bless each and every one of you!

¢ Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
Gary, Jeff, Val, Todd, Kristin, Linda’s loving grandkids
and all of her siblings and their families N

the tops, all the parts of your hands and then rinse, just
making sure you're hitting all of it,” says Gendron.

Interestingly, many people admit to washing their
hands more often in the fall and winter, even though
germs that cause colds and norovirus and other infectious
diseases spread throughout the entire year. Gendron says
make a commitment to always wash your hands.

“It's just the easiest way to remain healthy,” she says.
“If you wash your hands after you go to the bathroom and
before you eat, you're just giving yourself such a leg up on
avoiding infecting yourself with something or people that
you love and are around. It's easy, so wash your hands.”

For more information on the importance of hand-
washing, visit the OSF HealthCare website.

BUSINESS .
Your focal State Farm Agent for 30 years ®
Jerry Hallahan - Agent

1350 E. Division St., Diamond @
StatEF dafm (815) 634-2222 jerry@jerryhallahan.com
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Wood Fence Panels - Pre-Assembled « Treated Panels St e E| R 0 Ofl n g & SI dlng

Dog Ear Tops 6x8 $489ach 38" Width, 36" Cover, New & Seconds!
- New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn
Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber

Full I"thick 1'X12" White Pine
8x8, 248, 210, 2412 - 18ft. lengths Also 1'x8 112" Ship Lap Rough Face
Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1'¢6" -16'

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *
Pine - Treated Pine - Treated Poplar - White Dak B TG Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors
* ROUND FENCE POSTS *

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets
Cedar - Pressure Treated « All Sizes in Stock!

Itick §
* Landscape Timber - 55 - 6xG - 6x0 * 3'8993‘“

262-495_4453 Anich Lumber Co.

414 3rd Street « Palmyra
www,palsteel.com
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COAL CITY—Shirley Boero (nee
Watters), 95, of Coal City, passed
away peacefully on Aug. 18, 2025,
at ARC at Dwight.

Born on July 7, 1930, in |
Morris, Shirley Therese was a (S
daughter of Charlie and Alice |f&&
(Black) Watters. She was raised in ¥
Morris and graduated from St.
Angela Academy.

On April 7, 1951, Shirley mar-
ried Louis Boero in Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in Morris and
together they raised six children. After rais-
ing her family, Shirley earned her teaching
degree from Lewis University in
Romeoville in 1975. She went on to teach
5th grade at Braceville Grade School until
retiring in 1990.

Shirley was involved in many volun-
teer activities including secretary to the
Grundy County Board of the Red Cross
and secretary to the Homemakers
Education Association. She was a member
of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Coal City where
she was active with The Martha’s, sang in
the choir for 50 years, and served as a Lay
Minister of Care. In addition, she volun-
teered in the first grade at the Coal City
Grade School and for St. Vincent’s Table.

Shirley loved spending time with her
children, grandchildren and great grand-
children. She had many friends, loved to
visit and enjoyed playing cards.

Survivors include her children: Patti
(Tracy) Monk, of Newport, WA; Joe (Rose)
Boero, of Custer, WI; Allie (Pete) Brown, of
Lena, IL and Cindi (Curtis) Grove, of Coal

BRAIDWOOD—Lynnsey “Lynn”
Jean Jencon. This is my obituary.
Who better to write it than myself.
I was born on June 4, 1953, at /
Silver Cross Hospital in Joliet and Jg
raised in New Lenox on Spencer
Road. My father, Joseph John
James Jencon, was a train dis-
patcher for the Elgin, Joliet and
Eastern Railway (EJ&E). My moth-
er, Janis Jane Jencon (née Close),
was a school teacher and homemaker.
Both have preceded me in death.

I have an older sister, Sherrill (Harry)
Jencon Gramse, who is a retired nurse (46
years). My sister is my hero, helping peo-
ple all her life.

The love of my life is Gloria Valdez
DeLeon, also known as “Good Daughter,”
which my mom nicknamed her. I never
told Gloria enough times how smart she
was. She put up with me for over 35 years.

I am survived by my nephews and
nieces: Matthew Gramse, Jennifer Lynn
Gramse, Alex Morfin, Melissa Morfin,
Christal Garrelts, and Adam Morfin. Also,
great-nieces Sakura, Selena, and Charlotte
and beloved pets, Daisy and Gidget.

I attended Reiter School, a two-room
schoolhouse in New Lenox until 5th grade.
I then went to Oakview School on Cedar
Road in New Lenox. I attended Lincoln-
Way High School, Joliet Junior College,
Western Illinois University, and Lewis
University. I received my AAS, BS, and MS.
Iloved school, traveling, scuba diving, tak-
ing flying lessons in a Cessna, reading, my
horse Oswego Lad, motorcycles, and
Peanuts characters-especially Snoopy. I
loved animals more than people.

I was secretary for the Will County
Humane Society in Shorewood for 20
years. I was a Will County Sheriff's Deputy,

Shirley Boero

Lynnsey Jencon

OBITUARIES
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City; grandchildren: Kelly (Nate)
Short, Tim (Michelle) Brown, Laura
(Matt) Hedges, Margaret (Caleb)
Rhody, John Boero, David
(Katrina) Boero, Lou (Kaitlin)
Grove and James Grove, and 11
great-grandchildren, as well as
several nieces and nephews.
; Shirley was preceded in
#Y death by her parents, Alice and
& Charlie Watters; husband, Lou;
sons: Charlie and Christopher Boero;
brothers: Don Watters and Kenneth
Watters, and sisters: Alice Mae Shuler,
Mildred Watters and Ruth Bryant.

A Mass of Christian Burial was cele-
brated in the Berst Hall with Rev. Josh
Miller presiding and Deacon William
Dunn assisting. Burial was in Mount Olivet
Catholic Cemetery in Braidwood, where
Shirley was laid to rest with her late hus-
band, Lou.

Pallbearers and honorary pallbearers
were Tim Brown, John Boero, David Boero,
Lou Grove, James Grove, Nate Short, Caleb
Rhody, Matt Hedges and Mark Matteson.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Shirley’s memory to Assumption
BVM Church in Coal City or to a charity of
the donor’s choosing.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.ReevesFuneral.com to sign
the guest book, upload photographs and
share Shirley’s memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
were made under the direction and care of
Reeves, Fruland & Baskerville Funeral
Homes and Crematory in Coal City.

Sergeant, and Lieutenant (28 years).
I have many “brothers and sisters”
"8 in blue. I spent the majority of my
L career in the Investigation
Division.

Upon retirement in 2003, I
| became actively involved with
¢ the Braceville United Methodist

Church. What a joy to be involved
with the children's programs,
especially Vacation Bible School,
JAM, EDGE & STATIC, and everything
a small neighborhood church has to offer.

God bless my family, friends, and ani-
mals. May GOD answer your prayers.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to any animal shelter of your choice.
-Lynnsey Jean Jencon

Lynnsey's family would like to express
their heartfelt gratitude to Silver Cross
Hospital, the University of Chicago Cancer
Center, Lightways Palliative Care &
Hospice for their exceptional care and
support.

Lynnsey Jean Jencon, 72, of
Braidwood, passed away peacefully at her
home on Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025, sur-
rounded by her family and friends.
Cremation rights have been accorded. A
memorial visitation will be held at R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory on
Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. with a memorial service at 12:00
p-m.
To share memories or offer condo-
lences, please visit Lynnsey's online guest-
book at
www.rwpattersonfuneralhomes.com or
connect with them on Facebook.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory 401 E. Main St., Braidwood is
entrusted with arrangements.

Betty Lou Findlay, 79, passed
away on Tuesday, Aug. 12, 2025, sur-
rounded by her loving family, after
a long battle with Alzheimer's
Disease. She was born Nov. 27,
1945.

Betty had a heart of pure
gold, the kind that made every-
one around her feel seen, heard, \
and cared for. She dedicated her
life to helping others, always offering
a hand, a smile, or a kind word when it
was needed most. Her selflessness and sin-
cerity were the foundation of the many
lasting relationships she built throughout
her life.

A proud and loving mother and
grandmother, Betty Lou devoted her life to
raising her children and supporting her
grandchildren, cherishing every moment
spent with them. Her family was her great-
est joy, and she poured her heart into nur-
turing and guiding them.

She began her career as a bus driver
and later became a Lieutenant at the
Dresden Nuclear Plant prior to retiring
from Mobile Refinery.

Her creativity and entrepreneurial
spirit came to life when she opened "A
New Look" salon in Wilmington, where
she shared her gifts as a talented cosmetol-
ogist and permanent makeup artist. Her
clients knew they were in good hands - not
just for her skill, but for the kindness and
care she brought into every appointment.

Outside of work and family, Betty Lou
found joy in sewing, creating beautiful
pieces with love and patience, and in play-
ing pool, where her competitive spirit and
laughter often lit up the room.

MARION, IL—David
C. “Dave” Anderson, 53,
of Marion, IL, passed
away on Friday, Aug.
15, 2025 at Deaconess Illinois
Medical Center in Marion.

Dave was born and raised in
and around Morris. He served his
country with the United States
Army during Desert Storm.
Following his service, Dave spent
many years in the hardwood flooring
industry before starting his own hardwood
flooring company, “Anderson
Customwood Flooring LLC” which he
owned and operated for several years.
Dave always spoke of moving to southern
Illinois and with the support of his wife,
Samara, they chased that dream in 2023
where he continued his business but was
now able to enjoy all things outdoors espe-
cially hunting and fishing.

Dave was a proud member of the NRA
and was an excellent marksman. Dave had
many talents, if he set his mind to some-
thing, he was going to master it. In recent
years, he mastered wine making, pickling
just about anything, canning, cooking,
speaking Spanish, bullet making, wood-
working of all kinds, playing the guitar,
artistic gourd carving, making jerky of all
types and flower gardening, to name a few.
Dave was a simple, yet complicated per-
son, he was always generous and could be
the most kind and understanding person
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Betty Lou Findlay

David Anderson

Betty is survived by her loving
husband, LaVerne Howard Findlay
Jr.; children: Heaven (Matt Hill)
Findlay, Stacy Shewmake, Kaleb

Findlay, Kenneth Shewmake and
Bobby (Valerie) Findlay; grand-
children: Aubrey James Hunt,
/ Aandrea Hunt, Amber Noonan,
Misti Shepherd, Kayley
y/ Shewmake, Bubba (James)
Shewmake III, Josey Ray Wells,
Kenny Shewmake, Kane Shewmake
and Kennedy Shewmake; great-grandchil-
dren: Emily Noonan, Rylee Squellati,
Rhyett Macaluso, Aurora Hill, Lily Findlay,
Savanna Findlay, Kelly Sandstrom, Jakob
Sandstrom, Hunter Shepherd, Noah
Shepherd, Kinley Armstrong and Adalynn
Shewmake; daughter-in-law, Kristie
Shewmake; several nieces, nephews and
cousins; as well as special friends: Irene,
Barb, Bonnie, Sandy and Sue.

She was preceded in death by her chil-
dren: Kelly Renee Shewmake, James
Robert Shewmake Jr. and James Phillip
Shewmake; parents, Phillip and Ruby
Palmer; sister, Bingo Kozel; brothers: Roy
Palmer, Andrew “Hound Dog” Palmer,
Larry “Peewee” Palmer; and great-grand-
son, Markie Noonan.

Betty will be deeply missed but forev-
er remembered in the hearts of her family,
friends, and community.

A celebration of Betty's life will be
held on Saturday, Aug. 30, 2025 at the
Wilmington Moose, 32050 W. River Rd,
Wilmington beginning at 3 p.m.

Arrangements are entrusted to:
Genuine Care Cremation, 807 W. Jefferson
Street Unit S, Shorewood, IL 60404.

yet he carried a sharpness that could
only be understood by those that
), knew and loved him.

- He is survived by his wife,
Samara (nee Guest) Anderson;
his mother, Sheryl (B.]J.)
Fitzpatrick; his daughters, Britni
(Giovan) Scianna and Mya
Anderson; three grandchildren:
Jack, Eva and Raven; his step-
mother, Carol Anderson; his moth-
er-in-law, Karen Guest; his step-
daughters. Madison Asbridge and Olivia
Asbridge; his siblings, Jennifer (Kurt)
Crater and Jacqueline (Brett) Gould; his
step-siblings: Ryan (Melissa) Fitzpatrick,
Courtney Garrelts, Peggy (Darin) Moore,
and Doug O'Connor; his sister-in-law,
Amanda (David) Guest Brown and many
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

He was preceded in death by his
father, Daniel P. Anderson (2021) and his
father-in-law, Larry Guest (2023).

Dave made a conscious decision to be
cremated and was adamant about having
no formal services. It is Dave's families
wish that you celebrate him and his life
doing something you have a passion for,
learn something new, try something new
and as you do, remember and pray for
Dave.

Union Funeral home is in charge of
arrangements, 213 East Oak Street, West
Frankfort, IL, www.unionfh.com.

Church to host Alzheimer’s
caregiver support group

Learn to eat what’s
healthy for your heart

Morris Hospital and
the Morris Hospital YMCA
are offering a free heart-
healthy diet program on
Tuesday, Sept. 9, from 1:30-
2:30 p.m. at the Morris
Hospital YMCA, 2200 W.
Dupont Ave., Morris. The
program is open to the
community and does not
require YMCA member-

ship to attend.

During the program, a
registered dietitian from
Morris  Hospital — will
explain how to reduce sat-
urated fats, cholesterol,
and sodium in the diet
while increasing fiber.
Eating a heart-healthy diet
helps reduce the risk of
heart disease by lowering

Homeschool Day
coming to Four Rivers

Homeschool Day will
e held by the Forest
’reserve District of Will
County on Wednesday,
sept. 3, from 10-11:30 a.m.
it the Four Rivers
“nvironmental Education
Center, Channahon.

The program called
Animal Signs will include a
raturalist-led field trip
xploring tracks, feeding
scenes and other wildlife
igns. It will be free for
anyone age 5 and older.

Adults must accompany
each participant. Register
by phone by Tuesday, Sept.
2:815-722-9470.

There will also be a
Tracks, Scat and More pro-
gram from 10-11:30 a.m. at
the same time, featuring a
naturalist-led field trip
investigating wildlife clues
and patterns. Ages 11-18;
free; adult must accompa-
ny participant. Register by
phone by Sept. 2: 815-722-
9470.

cholesterol and blood

pressure.

To register for the
nutrition program, call
Morris Hospital's Wellness
Manager at 815-705-7358
or go to www.morrishospi-
tal. org/events and select
the Nutrition category.

Fall flower
fundraiser

The First Presbyterian
Church of Braidwood is
holding a Fall Mum Flower
Sale.

These huge 9-inch
pots will be delivered to the
church on Wednesday,
Sept. 17, and will be ready
to bloom beautifully for
your fall decorating.

They are $12 each and
are available in orange, yel-
low, purple, pink, and
bronze.

Call or text LuAnn
Bolatto at 815-790-7134,
by Sept 10th, to order.

Kayak Kollege open to those 12 and older

If you or someone you
know is caring for a loved
one with memory prob-
lems, you are invited to
attend a caregivers support
group that meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of every
month at 7 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Coal City,
4470 E. Route 113 in Coal
City.

This meeting is for
caregivers only. For addi-
tional information, please

Alzheimer’s caregiver
support groups have many
benefits for both caregivers
and patients. Caregiving
takes a heavy toll on the
caregivers’ mental and
physical health and the
health of the patient with
dementia is directly related
to the health of his or her
caregiver: the healthier the
caregiver, the healthier the
patient, and vice versa.

Support group partici-

more factual information
about dementia. Increased
education about dementia
makes caregivers more
effective: they are better
able to respond to patients’
needs when they under-
stand and can anticipate
them.

Furthermore caregiver
depression decreases as
caregiver education about
dementia increases, and
when caregiver depression

The Forest Preserve of Will County is
hosting a kayak kollege on Friday, Sept. 12,
at the Lake Chaminwood Preserve in
Channahon from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

This workshop, led by American
Canoe Association certified instructors,
introduces participants to kayaking on flat

water with instruction on safety, paddling
strokes and kayak types.

Wet exits will be demonstrated, and
participants can try paddling techniques.
All equipment provided, but personal
kayaks are welcome. Ages 12 or older; $35
per person. Register by Sept. 11.

contact Becky Haldorson at
815-791-2658.

pants,

value
groups as a place to learn

support decreases, patient out-

comes improve.

Website provides Route 66
Centennial information

The Route 66 Centennial will cele-
brate and commemorate the historic mile-
stone of the hundredth anniversary of
Route 66, and honor the Mother Road by
helping the millions who live, work, and
travel along it.

The dedicated Centennial website
highlights the magnitude of the occasion
with information about the vast array of
activities, programs, events, and projects
during the year-long festivities across the
Mother Road.

The website highlights Official Route
66 Centennial events and projects, includ-
ing the recently announced National
Centennial Kickoff Event in Springfield,
MO, a cavalcade of three Centennial cara-
vans, AAA Route 66 Road Fest, and the
Untold Story of Women on the Mother
Road. It also focuses on Route 66 preserva-
tion success stories and spotlights future
needs.

Individuals and businesses interested
in participating in the Route 66 Centennial
are invited to register on the new website,
route66centennial.org, subscribe to the
monthly Route 66 Centennial Newsletter,
become members of the Route 66
Centennial Club, and stay informed about

official Route 66 Centennial activities.

Bill Thomas is the Commissioner for
the U.S. Route 66 Centennial Commission
and Chair of the Route 66 Road Ahead
Partnership. "Look no further if
you're seeking the one-stop source for
official Route 66 Centennial activities, pro-
grams, events, and projects,” Thomas said.
“The Route 66 Centennial Website also
provides opportunities for the public to
directly participate in all the fun and
excitement the 100th Anniversary of the
Mother Road will offer, including becom-
ing a Member of the ‘Route 66 Centennial
Club,” securing Route 66 Centennial
Certified status for your local Centennial
activities and projects, and purchasing
Centennial merchandise.”

The Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership
is a national nonprofit dedicated to revi-
talizing and sustaining Route 66 as a
national icon and international destina-
tion. It is responsible for the Route 66
Centennial website, a key component of
the Route 66 Centennial Communications
Plan recommended by the Route 66
Centennial Commission.

Discover more at route66centenni-
al.org.
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One Click College Admit takes the stress,
fees out of admission to state institutions

Governor JB Pritzker, the Illinois
Board of Higher Education (IBHE), the
Ilinois Community College Board (ICCB)
and the Illinois Student Assistance
Commission (ISAC) launched One Click
College Admit, a statewide direct admis-
sions program for Illinois public universi-
ties and community colleges.

Through One Click College Admit,
high school seniors and community col-
lege transfer students in Illinois will
receive college acceptances into the state’s
public universities by meeting only one
criterion for admission: grade point aver-
age (GPA). This new program waives appli-
cations, application fees, essays and letters
of recommendation for students.

“Enhancing access to Illinois’ public
universities and community colleges with
One Click College Admit will empower
even more talented students across the
state to realize their full academic poten-
tial through higher education,” said
Governor JB Pritzker. “This program
marks another step in my administration’s
steadfast effort to make Illinois the best
state in the nation to receive an accessible,
high-quality education, one that sets stu-
dents of all backgrounds up for lifelong
success.”

“One Click College Admit will ensure
every student a spot at one of our state
public institutions, making our state’s
higher education system more accessible
and equitable. Getting into college will be
easy and stress-free for students and par-
ents in Illinois,” said IBHE Executive
Director Ginger Ostro. “This new program
is designed to remove barriers often
encountered when applying to college,
especially for students who are the first in
their family to go to college.”

“Tllinois community colleges offer stu-
dents a clear, affordable pathway to
degrees, transfer opportunities and in-
demand careers,” said ICCB Executive
Director Brian Durham. “One Click
College Admit removes barriers and
ensures students know that community
college is not just an option, it’s a smart
first step toward their future.”

“By eliminating the stress of essays
and burden of fees, One Click College
Admit creates opportunities for students
who might not have thought college was
an option for them,” said ISAC Executive
Director Eric Zarnikow. “Working together
with our sister agencies and policymakers
on the state’s new direct admissions pro-
gram, we can make college possible for
more Illinois students.”

High school seniors can begin getting
automatic acceptances to Illinois public
colleges and universities through One
Click College Admit now for enrollment in
the fall of 2026 simply by creating a
Common App account and entering basic
biographical information and their GPA.

"We know from the latest research
that a college degree remains one of the
most reliable paths to higher income and
economic mobility for students from all
backgrounds," said State Superintendent
of Education Dr. Tony Sanders. "One Click
College Admit is removing barriers and
making the path to higher education as
simple as possible, so more Illinois stu-
dents can access the opportunities and
earning potential that come with a
degree."

Beginning with the high school class
0f 2027, students can opt in to the program
during their junior year of high school
through an online form, ensuring they are

CLASSIFIEDS

eligible to receive direct admission offers
during the fall of their senior year. By opt-
ing in to the program, parental consent is
given for the student’s GPA to be shared
with ISAC to match with the GPA admis-
sion requirements at partner public uni-
versities, which will give the student direct
admission offers.

“Programs like One Click College
Admit continue to streamline the college
admissions process that will help keep
Illinois’ best and brightest in our state,”
said Dr. Jason Leahy, Executive Director of
the Illinois Principals Association. The IPA
looks forward to continuing to work with
the state agencies to ensure our young
people find educational opportunities in
Illinois that best meet their needs.”

While community colleges operate
under an open enrollment model and do
not hold GPA requirements for admission,
One Click College Admit will make sure
high school seniors know that enrolling at
their local community college is an option
to continue their higher education jour-
ney.

Beginning in January 2026, One Click
College Admit will also serve community
college students. To participate in the pro-
gram, community college students wish-
ing to receive a direct admission offer to an
Illinois public university must complete an
online opt-in form. By opting in to the pro-
gram, consent is given for the student’s
GPA and required 30 transferable credit
hours to be shared with ISAC to match
with the admission requirements at part-
ner public universities to identify the
direct admission offers.

Visit the One Click College Admit
website for detailed directions on how to
participate in the program.

Donations needed
for monument for
Civil War soldier

A fund-raising effort is underway to
replace a monument at the Wilton
Township Cemetery honoring Civil War
veteran Ira Temple.

A monument erected decades ago has
not withstood the elements and is no
longer readable as it has broken in half.

Caretakers and other veterans want to
replace the monument so cemetery visi-
tors will never forget Temple who enlisted
in 1862 with the Will County regiment,
Company H with the 100th Illinois
Infantry.

Leonard Seltzer of Manhattan is coor-
dinating the effort to replace the monu-
ment. The goal is to raise $10,000 pay off
the Dwight company who will sculpt the
new 50-inch tall monument.

Seltzer said $2,000 in donations have
been made and his open is the balance
can be donated by May so the project can
be completed.

“This would be an ideal project for an
Eagle Scout candidate,” Seltzer comment-
ed. “It’s a worthy effort to honor a fallen
Patriot who served our state before being
taken prisoner.”

Temple fought in the battle of
Chickamauga in Georgia in September
1863 when he was captured and taken
prisoner. He ended up dying and being
buried at Andersonville Prison in Georgia
on June 10, 1864 at the age of 45 years old.

Donations must be made by check
only payable to Wilton Township
Cemetery, First Bank of Manhattan, 550
W. North St, Manhattan, IL 60442.

For more details contact Seltzer at
815-263-4875.

Deadlines
Classified Ads &

Classifed Display Ads
Fridays - 5 p.m.

The Braidwood Journal

Pre-payment required for all classified ads unless customer has a pre established business account

The Free Press Newspapers will be responsible for the first
incorrect insertion, and its liabilities shall be limited to the price
on one insertion. The Free Press Newspapers reserves the right
to classify correctly, edit, reject or cancel any advertisement at
any time in accordance with its policy. All ads must be checked

for errors the first week of publication by the advertiser.

Phone (815) 476-7966 or (815) 634-0315
for details.

— The Coal City Courant — The Free Press Advocate

Cost
Line Ads are up to 30 words
(20¢ for each word over 30)
1 wk.- $17; 2 wks.- $21;
3 wks.- $25; 4 wks.-$29*
$1.00 Extra per line for bold or

caps on classified
*plus .0399% with credit card

LIVE PUBLIC ESTATE AUCTION

Location:
170 E Walnut St
Coal City, IL

SATURDAY
SEPT 6
9:00 AM

JET Band Saws,
JET Drill Press,
JET Lathes, Power
Tools, Shop Supplies.
Lapidary Saws &
Equip, Vintage
Household & more!

Sellers: Estate of Bill and Joann Daniels
(Coal City, IL)

Visit our website for Photos, Flyer and more
information.

Auction conducted by Lucky Auctions LLC

LUCKY

www.BldLuckyAuctlons.com

Auctioneers:
Erik Olson 815-931-0699
Dick Olson 815-258-3003

GARAGE SALE HELP WANTED

AUTOS ESTATE SALES
1997 Chevrolet Sil- Diamond, Jackson Es-
verado, 2 wheel drive. tate Sale. Fri.,, & Sat.,,

Sept. 5-6, 9am to 5pm.

3 door, fully loaded,
2340 E. Clark St.

heavy duty suspen-

sion, transmission Saturday half price.
cooler. One year old Tools, antiques,
Goodyear tires. Every Christmas, Native
accessory works. Does American decor,
have rust on fenders. lamps, furniture,

stereo, outdoor items,

154,000 miles. Asking
kitchen. fr35-36

$2,500 obo. Call Dan
at 708-227-8870. cc35-
38

FOR FREE

BOATS Free upright piano in
ition.  Wil-
Deep V 16 foot fishing %?ggtoﬁ?ndltlg?s_gzé_
boat. 50 hp + 10 hp 7966
Kicker motor & trolling
motor. Only 200 miles T
on newer trailer. One \CIinILTrI'nngtgrrrl;ith AFRIESE
owner, garage kept. Tree Y is Iozgied:

Ready to fish, $5,500,
815-210-2100. ca34-
36

815-476-7414. fr35-36

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost pet or lost a pet in Will
County? Please call Will County Animal
Control. We may have your pet. We want to

Braidwood, 956 N. Ma-
bel Ct. Wed., Thurs. &
Fri., Aug. 27, 28, 29
from 9am to 4pm. Adult
& children costumes,
seasonal decor, men’s
clothing M-L, Under Ar-

mor, Nike, BKE.
Women'’s clothing S-L.
Disney toys. Girls

clothing, shoes, winter
wear, boots. Vintage
and collectibles, bed,
bath, kitchen, coffee
table, much more.
cad5

Wilmington, 410 Dan-
iels Street. Thursday &
Friday, August 28-29
from 9am to 4pm. Sat-
urday, August 30 from
9am to 2pm. House-
hold, holiday, collecti-
bles, adult clothing,
books, media, crafting,
self care, beauty &
more! ca35

Wilmington, 943 Win-
chester Green Drive.
Thurs. & Fri., August
28-29 from 9am to
4pm. Home decor,
clothes, school &
classroom supplies,
teaching materials,
kitchen goods, misc.
and much more. ca35

HELP WANTED

Full-time employee, re-
sponsible for doing a
little bit of everything.
Hard work, fair pay.
Year round, 40 hours.
630-399-4982. cc34-

American Family Insur-
ance is looking for a
sales/customer service
rep., Monday through
Friday. Experience in
insurance beneficial.
Benefits, competitive
pay. Email resume to
Gerry Gresham at
dggresham57 @gmail.
com or call 815-476-
6364. ch35-37

Godley Park District -
Childcare Teacher

The ideal candidate
must love working with
small children and
have a good under-
standing of a develop-
mentally appropriate
learning program.
Must be teacher quali-
fied meeting the DCFS
qualifications  which
can be found on our
website www.godley-
park.com/employment.
Applicants can send

their resume
to leeann@godley-
park.com ch35

Offering CNA classes,
days, evenings and
weekends. Home
health nurses needed.
CNA instructor need-

ed. Call for class
dates, 630-771-1162
or 630-771-9069,

www.spectrumnurs
escnha.com cc20-39

WE JOUR
READERS

PETS SERVICE &

Large Selection of Dog A

and Cat Food, treats,

accessories, health A Thousand
aids, clothing, Birthday Words
treats, wall art, jewelry,

gifts, greeting cards Photography
and Home of Fritters 385 N. Second Ave.
for Critters Pet Treats. Coal City

New! Brew and Chew
Dog Treats. Trinity
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il
60481 815-476-5104
slewis@trinityservices.
org.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing,
re-shingles and gutter
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.

STORAGE

- No Deposit -
Starting at $50

515 Davy Lane, Wilninglon

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Julie’s Remodeling

Siding, soffit, roof re-
pairs, painting, seam-
less gutters, fencing,
tree removal, lawn
care, Complete
Handyman  service!
Bonded and Insured,
20 yrs.,, Call Lee
815-791-5731.

WANTED

WANTED
SCRAP METAL

* Farm Machinery

* Garden Tractors
* Snowmobiles

* Appliances

* Anything Metal

Free pickup
7 days
815-210-8819

reunite your family, 815-462-5633. 36
1 2 [3 T4 5 [6 7 8 [9 [i0 gregation
62. U.S. leader during much of WW2
11 12 13 14 63. Lair
64. Fibrous material
15 16 17
15 9 5 51 CLUES DOWN .
1. Home of “60 Minutes”
55 123 04 2. Expression of sorrow or pity
3. __fide: legitimate
25 |26 |27 |28 (29 4. Immune response
5. Assistance and support
30 31 6. Glared
7. Spanish saloon
32 33 (34 (35 [36 (37 8. Pitch black
9. S-shaped lines
3 139 |40 e 10. Statistical test
i3 a4 12. __ Paulo, city
14. Graduation garb
45 |46 |47 19. A way to record
23. Not good
48 49 50 [51 [52 [53 |54 24. Weather events
25. A pituitary hormone
55 56 57 58 26. Jamie Foxx film
27. Rocker's accessory
= b L 28. One point east (clockwise) of due
62 53 54 north
29. One who obtains pleasure from anoth-
er's pain
34. Consume
35. Licensed for Wall Street
CLUES ACROSS 31. Chinese philosophical principle 36. Sick
1. Taxis 32. Exaggerated 37. Israeli city __ Aviv
5. Space Systems Command 33. Refrain from inflicting 39. Removed the husk
8. Plant seed by scattering 38. A doctrine 40. Mass of rocks and sediment
11. Alliances 41. Can be subdued 41. Two-year-old sheep E19|H)¥|C|6]8[L]|S
13. Fiddler crabs 43. A place to bathe 42. Area units zlslelsltilzlolvle
14. Heroic tale 45, Land used for pasture 44, Prison overseer
15. Yemen capital 48. Curved piece of iron 45. Walked L|8|F]S5]|€]9]6]c|!}
16. Misleading gesture 49. Automobile 46. Wartime escort aircraft carrier glelstilzZlziv]olsg
17. Cainand __ 50. Fencing sword 47. Tax
18. Simple shoe 55. Breezes through 48. 50 percent 914(8)E|S(V]|C|}]B6
20. Hundredweight 56. Child 51. Swiss river Llvlelolelglsl|elz
21. Children’s toy in the snow 57. NBA legend Iverson 52. Tattle
22. Gets rid of 59. Horsley and lacocca are two 53. Actor Idris v{cl|ele[8|H]4]S]9
25. Free of deceit 60. Midway between northeast and 54. Resist authority (slang) glelo9tlZIvIELLIB]|C
30. Performed a dance east 58. Egg of a louse
61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish con- 811[2]12]|9]|9)€|6]V
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Work on Rt 129 to begin Sept. 2

Starting Tuesday, Sept. 2, the Illinois
Dept. of Transportation (IDOT) will begin
widening, resurfacing and updating Route
129 from Kennedy Road to Coal City Road.

The project will include widening of
the roadway, resurfacing and re-striping,
and upgraded lighting, curbs, ADA com-

Adult Programs

Monday, Sept. 8-Email
Basics, 10-11:30 a.m. Join
our friendly staff as they
guide you through the
essentials of using email
with confidence. In this
beginner-friendly session,
you'll create your own
Gmail account and learn
key  skills  including:
Composing, sending,
receiving, and organizing
emails; uploading and
attaching documents;
understanding the differ-
ence between CC and BCC;
recognizing and managing
spam; searching for mes-
sages; organizing and
deleting emails. Whether
you're new to email or just
need a refresher, this work-
shop is the perfect place to
start. Come learn in a sup-
portive and welcoming
environment.

Tuesday, Sept. 9-Well-
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Reed-Custer Fall sports schedules

pliant amenitiesr and Crosswalks at the A 22 _h y&RSigF%GTB?LL 530 ng %2 ...EOS: gall sports piCtureS P .6. TBA
; ; : ug. 22 ...host Meet The Comets.... .. :30 p.m. ug. 26...host Serena ................. p-m.
;rIlltg rngflttleoglgs /f/[faiﬁoslgg etl 29/Main Street Aug. 23 ...host Fall sports pictures . ....... TBA  Aug. 28..host Sandwich............... 6 p.m
. - - Aug. 29...@El Paso Gridley............. 7p.m. Aug.30..@Coal City Tournament ...... 9a.m
CO_HSUUCUOH will begm e{lCh day at Sept. 5....host Harvard Senior night ....7 p.m Sept. 2...host Streator ................ 6 p.m
app{ox%mately 7 am. At this time, IDOT Sept. 12 .host Streator ................ 7pm. Sept.4..hostManteno ............... 6 p.m
has indicated that no full roadway closures ~ Sept. 19..host Manteno/Homecoming. .7 p.m.  Sept.6....@Beecher .................. 10 a.m
are anticipated. Sept. 26..@Coal City.................. 7p.m.  Sept. 10..host Bishop McNamara....... 6 p.m
Oct. 3.....host Peotone ................ 7p.m. Sept.16..@CoalCity .................. 6 p.m.
Oct. 10 ...@Herscher .................. 7pm. Sept.17.@GrantPark.............. 4:30 p.m.
° ° ° Oct. 17...host Wilmington............. 7pm. Sept.18.hostPeotone ................ 6 p.m.
Oct.24...@Lisle ...................... 7pm.  Sept.20.@St.Anne.................. 10 am
Oct. 31...IHSA Playoffs. ................. TBA  Sept. 23-24-25 & 27 @Rivals Cup/ MantenoTBA
FRESHMAN FOOTBALL Sept. 29 .host Rich Township .......... 6 p.m.
. . . Aug. 22...host Meet The Comets.. .. .. 5:30 pm.  Sept.30..@ Herscher............... 5:30 p.m.
p.m. Dive into thought- ate, socialize, and take Aug.23..host Fall sports pictures ........ TBA  Oct. 2.....host Wilmington . ............ 6 p.m.
provoking reads and engag- home something useful. Aug. 29...@El Paso Gridley............. 5p.m.  Oct. 4.....host Fisher High School ..... 10 a.m.
ing discussions with the . Sept. 15..host Streator.............. 5:30 pm.  Oct. 7......@Lisle/ Benedictine........... 6 p.m.
Well-Read Book Club. We'll Children and Toddler Sept. 22 .host Manteno............. 5:30 pm.  Oct. 9.....host Clifton Central Senior nt . 6 p.m.
e eal 00 up. we L
explore books that chal- Prograpis X Sept. 29..@Coal City................ 5:30 pm. Oct.11...@Watseka..................... TBA
lenge vour perspectives Friday, Sept. 5--Movies  Qct. 6 .....host Peotone. ............. 5:30 pm.  Oct. 14 ..IHSA Regional ................. TBA
% Y th p (f’ Conite on the Green-Dog Man, 7-  Oct. 13 ..@Herscher................ 5:30 p.m. GIRLS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
fach mon and ignite 10:30 p.m. A movie night Oct. 20....host Wilmington .......... 5:30 p.m.  Aug. 22...host Meet The Comets ..... 5:30 p.m.
meaningful conversations. ' o ; BOYS GOLF Aug. 23...host Fall sports pictures TBA
. -1 under the stars? Join us on 8- 23 POLLS pICTULES ... ..
Join us and connect with he 1 f the Fossil Rid Aug. 19... @Peotone . ............... 4:15p.m. Aug.25..hostSerena.................. 7 p.m.
fellow book lovers. - thelawn ofthe Fossil Ridge Aug. 20 host Seneca w/Serena/Lisle Aug.26..@GSW ...........coiiiini... 7 p.m.
September's Title: The Public Library as we watch @Silver Oaks. ................ 4pm. Aug. 27..host Dwight ................. 7 p.m.
Secret Life of Sunflowers by Dog Man (2025). Seating Aug. 22..host Meet The Comets..... 5:30 p.m.  Sept.2...hostStreator................. 6 p.m.
Marta Molnar. Copies are begins at 7 p.m., and the Aug.23..hostFall sports pictures ........ TBA  Sept.4..hostManteno ............... 6 p.m.
available at the front desk movie begins at dusk. Aug. 25...@Seneca Invite/The Creek ....1p.m.  Sept. 8...@Marquette Academy ........ 7 p.m.
or online in our digital con- Popcorn and light refresh- Aug. 26...host Herscher/ Silver Oaks . 4:30 p.m.  Sept.9...@Coal City .................. 6 p.m.
. g p . 8 Aug. 27...host Wilmington & Grant Park. .. 4:30  Sept. 11..host Peotone ................ 6 p.m.
sortium. ments will be serV(?d. Af.ter Sept. 2...host St. Anne ............. 4:30 p.m.  Sept. 13..@Sandwich Invite vs. TBA ...... TBA
Tween Programs a policeman and his police Sept. 3....@BBCHS @Kankakee Elks . .4:15 p.m.  Sept. 16..@Herscher .................. 6 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 8- dog are fused together to Sept.9...@Manteno....... FEETTRTTI 4pm. Sept.22.@Seneca .................... 6 p.m.
Tween Scene-Decorate {yrn into Dog Man, he must Sept. 10..host Coal City/Sr night Sept. 23..host Wilmington ............. 6 p.m.
your own Travel Tray, 5:30- stop the villainous Pete @ Silver Oaks ............. 4:15p.m. Sept.25..@Lisle .............. e 6 p.m.
6:30 p.m. Get crafty and p : ey Sept. 16..@Streator ................... 4p.m. Sept.27.host Lady Comet Classic ...... 9 am.
oY b.m. Y the Cat from cloning him-  gept. 18..@Westmont 4:30 pm.  Sept. 30..@Streator 6 p.m
customize your own travel . n pt. 18.. T :30 p.m. pt. 30..@Streator ................... p-m.
t Perfect f K t self and creating an evil kit-  Sept. 19..@Grant Park Invite/Min. Monesse..1  Oct. 2.....@Manteno .................. 6 p.m.
ray. Feriect for snacks, ar ten. Rated: PG Running Sept. 22 ..@Illinois Central Eight/Wolf Creek 10 ~ Oct. 6.....@Pontiac .................... 7 p.m.
projects, 'readmg’ or road Time: 1hr. 59 min Sept.25...@Dwight Inv. Var./Dwight CC . 1 p.m.  Oct. 7.....host Coal City ............... 6 p.m.
trips. W.e 11 prOVIde'all the oY X Sept. 26..@Will Co. Inv. Var./Wedgewood. 12:30  Oct. 9......@Peotone ................... 7 p.m.
decorating supplies-you Registration isrequired  Qct. 1......@IHSA Regionals. . . ........... 9am. Oct. 14...host Herscher ............... 6 p.m.
bring your creativity. This for all programs. For more  Oct. 2.....@IHSA Regionals GIRLS ...... 9am. Oct. 16...@Wilmington ................ 6 p.m.
fun’ hands-on program is information call 815-458- BOYS SOCCER Oct. 21....host Lisle Senior l’light ........ 6 p.m.
designed for tweens to cre- 2187. Aug. 22..host Meet The Comets. . ... 5:30 pm.  Oct. 27.... [HSARegionals................ TBA

Read Book Club, 1-2

Commentary

To the coaches of pint-sized athletes

BY THE FOUNDATION
FOR A BETTER LIFE

All year round, you'll find
brave dads and moms standing in
the rink, on the field and in the
gymnasium — surrounded by
eager eyes and short attention
spans. Here’s to the volunteers in
our communities who teach our
kids life lessons and never forget
the orange slices.

From New England’s cloudy
skies to the parched fields in
Arizona; from the early morning
ice rinks in Minnesota to the

sandy pitches along the Oregon
coast, a myriad of sun-screened,
whistle-blowing, down-parka-
wearing, sore-footed coaches
brave the weather and sacrifice
their afternoons to tribes of bud-
ding athletes.

At a time when uncertainty is
sure to swirl around our children’s
heads, they find reassurance on
the fields of play. Teamwork is the
lesson we hope they learn.

When a coach encourages a
player, she finds courage to par-
ticipate in the game of life. She
learns how to overcome the voic-

es of self-doubt, step back into
the mud and find the meaning of
camaraderie. Win or lose, there
will be friends made and the vic-
tory of finishing a hard task.

Our growing ones need men-
tors and friends, teammates and
coaches, opponents and oppor-
tunities. Youth sports is the place
where small risks can be taken
and lessons learned.

If we expect our children to
take over for us when we are final-
ly sidelined, we must begin now
to prepare them for the role. Give
an honest effort. Play well with

others. Come prepared. Adapt to
the weather. Accept defeat gra-
ciously. Champion the team
because a team is more than a
championship.

The right coach makes all the
difference to a child. As Hall of
Fame Coach Pat Summit says,
“Handle success like you handle
failure. You can't always control
what happens, but you can con-
trol how you handle it.”

Such direction is the founda-
tion our children need. So, as
another season begins, and pint-
sized kids trundle like bobble-

head dolls in their new football
helmets or zip past in bright-col-
ored soccer uniforms with pony-
tails afloat like windsocks, may
we all remember that letting kids
be kids means letting them play.

Here's to the enduring
patience of coaches, parent vol-
unteers and youth sports referees.
Thanks for building a world
where our kids can try out for real
life before they are thrown into
the game for real.

Coaching... PassItOn.com

111 S. Water
Wilmington, IL

for a second week ad 2x4 or smaller
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g for 45 days g:

. Only$20

We’re celebrating with the best

prices of the year!

The Fisher Family is grateful
for the support shown over
the past 45 years.

With the Advocate approaching 155 years, the Coal City Courant 124 years and the
Braidwood Journal 67 years, we've never been more serious about community journalism.
We’re proud we’re still connecting businesses with LOCAL readers in print and online.

Clip a coupon and save now thru August 31, 2025.
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COUPON
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’ 500 ' 1
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save $45

on a 2x5 ad

Includes the Braidwood Journal, Coal City
Courant and Free Press Advocate

2nd Month

FREE

Buy 1 month tile ad at
freenewspapers.com

$450

for 1/2 page ad

in the Braidwood Journal,

Coal City Courant and
Free Press Advocate

NOdNOD

COUPON

Coupons must be redeemed before your ads begin, or printing job is started. Some restrictions may apply.

HOT DEAL - Full Color Copies 28¢

Wilmington office only

Call 815-476-7966 or 815-634-0315

THE BrRAIDWOOD

OURNAL

A THE Fl"%"l'?F“"PREss

TiHE CoAL CITy

OURANT

Garage Sale ad
Only $4.50

Runs online and in all 3 newspapers , one week

45-DAY FREE

TRIAL

digital subscription
with a mailed sub.

Get access to all three newspapers online

SAVE $4.50

a mailed one year

print subscription
(Will or Grundy county only)

NOdNOD |

271 S. Broadway
Coal City, IL
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