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Reed-Custer High School will see
some changes for how high school
graduates are academically ranked
during their high school career.

But, after taking some input from
students and parents earlier this sum-
mer, the district will make some
tweaks to how they will adjust the
process for those students.

Each year at graduation, the high
school honors the Top 10 graduates,
each student receiving special recog-
nition for their hard work and grade
point average, culminating with
speeches by the valedictorian and
salutatorian.

In July, the board discussed
removing the ranking system, where
actual class rank would no longer be
recognized at graduation, although
maintaining that information for

items such as scholarship and college
applications would still be available.

However, some parents and stu-
dents opposed the change, noting
that current students were already
working toward those goals.

“This was an administrative rec-
ommendation, the high school
administrators, the school counselors
have researched the topic for several
years. Many schools have already
removed ranking or are currently
phasing it out,” Superintendent Mark
Mitchell told members of the board of
education on Aug. 17, during a con-
tinuation of the discussion on the
proposal at the regular monthly
board meeting.

“The primary reason for the
change is to allow students to take
courses of choice without the con-
cern of causing a drop in class rank,”
Mitchell added. “Weighted courses
are often taken by students even if

they don’t want to take them just to
maintain a certain rank, and this is
often problematic for career prepara-
tion. We went through several exam-
ples that we witnessed personally
here: A student pursuing a career in
medicine not being a part of the CNA
program because it’s not weighted
and concerns of rank. A student pur-
suing a career in education and we
know there’s a teacher shortage, but
not taking the teacher internship pro-
gram because of a concern in class
rank. A student wanting to pursue a
career in engineering not taking a
practical WILCO course because of a
concern in class rank. And just in gen-
eral terms, students not taking cours-
es like CTE, family and consumer sci-
ences, art, music, WILCO, those sort
of things that aren’t weighted due to a
concern with class rank. So, that’s
where this surfaced from.”

Mitchell said after students and

parents approached the board with
concerns over removing class rank
last month, the district decided to
make some changes to the approach.

Mitchell also said that while the
idea to phase the removal of class
rank with this year’s incoming fresh-
men was proposed, he added that
changes to education due to the pan-
demic, including online learning,
may have skewed some of the data
when it comes to ranking for sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors.

Mitchell said after discussing
concerns with students and parents,
the plans moving forward will include
the following:

• RCHS will maintain all weight-
ed and honors courses

• GPA and current grading scale
will be maintained

• Class rank will be maintained

Reed-Custer to phase out class ranking system
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THE REED-CUSTER varsity football team lines up during a scrimmage on Friday night at Comet Stadium. Comet fans got to see the
new scoreboard, bleachers, press box and synthetic turf field that were installed over the summer as part of $2.4 million project. The
improvements were funded by a combination of money remaining in the Capital Projects Fund and from coming in under budget on
the construction of the Reed-Custer Elementary School and the High School Cafeteria addition. The first full test for the field will be
this Friday when the Comets host Elmwood Park for the first football game of the season.

Comets gear up on new home turf

“THE PRIMARY REASON FOR
THE CHANGE IS TO ALLOW

STUDENTS TO TAKE COURSES
OF CHOICE WITHOUT THE

CONCERN OF CAUSING A DROP
IN CLASS RANK. WEIGHTED

COURSES ARE OFTEN TAKEN BY
STUDENTS EVEN IF THEY

DON’T WANT TO TAKE THEM
JUST TO MAINTAIN A CERTAIN

RANK, AND THIS IS OFTEN
PROBLEMATIC FOR CAREER

PREPARATION.”

MARK MITCHELL
RC SUPERINTENDENT

SEE RANK, PAGE 2
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The Will County Office of
Substance Use Initiatives is on
a mission to deliver life saving
Narcan and fentanyl testing
strips to those who need them.

And those experts with the
Will County Health
Department said the message
is clear—the people who need
those items, are everyone.

Director of Substance Use

Initiatives Dr. Kathleen Burke
and members of the depart-
ment’s response program gave
an update on efforts to provide
Narcan to the community ear-
lier this month during a meet-
ing of the Braidwood Area
Health Community Coalition.
Narcan a life saving inhalant
that can neutralize the effects
of an opioid overdose. 

“All of our grants, our

Will County program
delivers Narcan locally

Proposal includes
$29 million in
spending
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The Reed-Custer School
Board has approved the ten-
tative budget for the 2023 fis-
cal year (FY23), which began
on July 1.

On Aug. 17, the members
of the board of education took
a look at the proposal before
placing it on file for public
review for the next month.

The budget represents
$29 million in expenditures

Reed-Custer approves
tentative FY23 budget

SEE NARCAN, PAGE 2

SEE BOARD, PAGE 2
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on an “as needed’ basis and
available through the guid-
ance office, but will not be
listed on report 

• Top 2 (valedictorian
and salutatorian) will be
recognized for this year’s
seniors, juniors, and soph-
omores

• Top 2 will be phased
out with this year’s fresh-
men

While the decision is
an administrative decision,
board members still
weighed in, most in favor
of phasing the proposal in.

At least one board
member said he wanted to
see the ranking system
remain in place.

“I think competition is
good and I would prefer
not to see the whole system
overturned because of the
way things are weighted,”
member Kris Van Duyne
said.

Mitchell noted that
competition would be
maintained by allowing
this year’s sophomores,
juniors and seniors contin-
ues to compete for the Top
2 academic spots. Board
scholars (GPA of 4.0 or bet-
ter) will still be recognized
at graduation, as will mem-
bers of the National Honor
Society, Illinois State
Scholars, and National
Merit Scholars.

Students will still earn
a class rank, however, that
rank will no longer be pub-
licized. 

Seniors will apply to
speak at graduation and be
selected to represent the
class in lieu of valedictori-
an and salutatorian
speeches.

“I like the proposed
phase in,” added board
president Greg Boyer.
“We’ve always recognized
the Board Scholars. You’re
still with the 4.0 and above
recognizing their grade
point averages at gradua-
tion, so those are still being
celebrated. My under-
standing is they’re just not
going to be listed in order...
so we’re still recognizing
the academic excellence,
we’re still recognizing the
Top 2, still recognizing
Board Scholars. It’s like
we’re renaming things,
we’re not, not keeping track
of class rank and grade
point averages.”

Mitchell said the
change will make a differ-
ence for students who are
still striving for academic
excellence, but also hope
to have a wider variety of
educational opportunities
available.

“We’re trying to do
what is best for the entire
student body. We did have
some of the students who
are top in their class gave
some pretty powerful
points for why we should
have continued discus-
sions on this,” Mitchell
said. “We’re not trying to
take away the competition,
we’re not trying to hurt the
student body. There’s a lot
of thought that went into
this.”

Rank
district wide for the 2022-2023
school year.

“There are very minor
changes... we added some
things that we weren’t sure on
the cost for back in June, but
we locked those in,”
Superintendent Mark Mitchell
told the board during their
regular monthly meeting. “So,
the total is very similar for the
variance for the year. Just
slightly over $1 million for sur-
plus combined between those
funds. You can see we are get-
ting a little bit tighter on our
educational fund, and that is
related to the increases we saw
with the new collective bar-
gaining agreement.”

The budget projects $30.4
million in revenue for FY23,
leaving the district with a $1.1
million surplus of revenue
over expenditures.

Proposed spending
includes the following:

• Education fund — $20
million

• RCES Building payment
— $1.9 million

• Operations and
Maintenance — $4.6 million

• Transportation — $1.4
million

The budget will be on file
for the next month at the
administration building. The
board will hold a public hear-
ing followed by final approval
of the FY23 budget during
their next regular meeting on
Sept. 21.

In other business before
the school board on Aug. 17:

• Mitchell said new furni-
ture for the RCMS made it into
the building right before the
students had their first day.
New desks for the middle
school were delivered on
Friday, Aug. 12.

“We didn’t think they’d be
here before the students, but
we did just beat them,”
Mitchell said.

The district bought a total
of 365 new desks and 400 new
chairs for the middle school.

A total of 250 used desks
were donated to Wilmington

School District 209-U, as well
as a trailer that had been uti-
lized by the band. The board
approved both of those dona-
tions at the board meeting.

• Mitchell also gave an
update on the RCHS outdoor
improvement projects,
including the newly installed
turf on the football field.

“If you’ve been out to see
the field, you’ll see that it’s
mostly done in terms of the
turf portion and the score-
board,” Mitchell said. “They
will come in and spray the
high jump area with the initial
track surface. We’re going to
schedule that around an away
football game and some away
soccer games so they can get
that done. Then, what is left to
do is to spray the track and
that surface and then get it
striped. It should all be done
this fall.”

Mitchell said the next
efforts at the stadium are to
install new bleachers and a
new press box as soon as the
football season concludes.
Design and engineering for
that portion of the project has
already been completed.

• Assistant
Superintendent Danielle
Valiente said the high school

currently has 96 enrollments
for dual credit.

“Those are always num-
bers we like to see,” Valiente
said. “As long as the kids exit

the course with a C, they’ll
receive that college credit,”
adding that dual credit classes
include English, math, history,
and person finance options.

Board
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FOOTBALL MAY NEVER be the same in Braidwood has the Reed-Custer High School has installed a
new synthetic turf field. The football Comets got to try out the new field on Friday during the Meet the
Comets night when the band, soccer team and football players scrimmaged. Comet fans will get the
full experience of the new field on Friday when Reed-Custer hosts Elmwood Park under those Friday
Night Lights.

RACING TO THE BALL on Friday during a Reed-Custer soccer
scrimmage on the new turf field is Christian Koca, a senior.

rapid response grant for our teams that are out in the communi-
ty as well as our recovery coach training program and our regu-
lar Narcan training were all approved for another year, so we’re
good to go,” Burke said. “We’re still struggling with an uptick in
overdose deaths, and still trying to get as many fentanyl test
strips out there as possible. We’ve been really busy and we’ve
been busy out in Braidwood, we’ve been in Braidwood a lot.”

Will County has seen an increase in deaths due to fentanyl
poisoning starting this past June. According to the Will County
Coroner’s Office, many of those who died of poisoning were not
regular opioid users, but rather, were recreational users of other
substances such as cocaine, which were being laced with fen-
tanyl.

The push to get Narcan out to the public has been amplified
this month, as August is Overdose Awareness Month. Members
of the initiatives team said you don’t have to know anyone or
have a relationship with someone who deals with substance
abuse disorder in order to keep Narcan on hand.

“It’s better to not need it and have it, then need it and not
have it. Don’t have that regret, you’re at a gas station and some-
body starts to overdose and you think, I wish I had that box,”
said Danita Morgan, a recovery coach from Braidwood. “Keep
one in your purse, keep one in your car, you never know where
or when you’re going to need it.”

“In reality, everybody needs Narcan. It doesn’t matter if you
have someone in your family, it doesn’t matter if the problem
doesn’t touch you personally. Everybody needs Narcan, it’s the
only way we’re going to keep people alive,” Dr. Burke added.

Morgan’s work as a recovery coach in Braidwood is part of a
new plan to push for education and Narcan distribution in the
area.

“That’s going to be a great partnership with the police, too,
it’s going to be a perfect collaborative. [Braidwood] is kind of the
test pilot to see how this goes, so we can do this in other com-
munities, too,” Dr. Burke said. 

Members of the initiative said the spent the summer deliv-
ering free Narcan and fentanyl test strips at local events, includ-
ing Summerfest and National Night Out in Braidwood, and
Sharefest in Wilmington. The members said they have given out
over 300 boxes of Narcan, dozens of fentanyl test strips, and edu-
cation materials.

Dr. Burke added that misuse of medications can be more
common as people age, and keeping Narcan can help out in the
event those people accidentally overdose.

Will County has approved $30 million in funding for public
health, but Dr. Burke added that there is still a lot of paperwork
to get through before the distribution of that money for various
programs is set up. Burke said funding is expected for the Will
County Recovery Home Scholarship Program.

“For folks who need to go into a recovery home right out of
treatment are unable to pay the first month’s rent or to get on
their feet or if they lose their job or something comes up, I have
a scholarship program that can help out,” Burke said. 

Narcan
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Students went back to class in the
Reed-Custer School District on Aug. 15.

But, while things feel more normal
two years after the pandemic began, there
are still plans and processes in place in
case there is a resurgence of numbers of
COVID-19 infections.

On Aug. 17, the members of the board
of education approved this year’s Return
to School COVID plan, which includes
similar initiatives to those plans that were
put in place last spring after the mask
mandate was lifted, first through litigation
and then by the governor for all schools in
the state.

“The CDC relaxed some require-
ments and regulations,” Mitchell said.
“Our plan more or less models that. We are
still obviously following the quarantine
recommendations for people who are

positive or people who have symptoms
who have been around a positive individ-
ual. That’s a five day quarantine period...
This is more or less how we ended last
year. We were pretty successful with it, so
we’re hoping that we are able to maintain
that success as we go through this school
year.”

The return to school plan includes
the following items:

• Masking is optional for students and
staff.

• Masking is recommended for any-
one returning from quarantine as a posi-
tive case for five days.

• Students and staff who are ill should
remain home until improvement of symp-
toms, and should be fever, vomiting, and
diarrhea free for 24 hours without med-
ication.

• There is no scheduled COVID-19
testing.

• Close contacts of a positive case will
quarantine for five calendar days from

onset of symptoms
• COVID testing is not required to

return to school after quarantine, but test-
ing can be used to return to school before
the end of the five day quarantine. At
home tests will be allowed. Testing will be
the responsibility of the staff or students’
families.

• Students who need to quarantine
will be considered an excused absence.

The board also passed a resolution
allowing Mitchell to make changes to the
plan if mandated by the CDC, IDPH, or
ISBE, without needed to convene a special
board meeting to approve those changes,
if necessary.

The district also began the school
year with a new theme.

“Our theme for the year that we chose
was 5 Star Service,” Mitchell said. “That
means we provide the absolute best serv-
ice to our students, our staff, our parents,
our community, and do the nest job that
we can in every real possible.”

COVID plans approved for schools, students

EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll
Mon., Aug. 22: cheese pull

aparts, cottage cheese, green
beans, fruit and milk

Tues., Aug. 23: Hot dog on
a bun, baked beans, chips, fruit
and milk

Wed., Aug. 24: Chicken
patty on a bun, scalloped pota-
toes, peas, fruit and milk

Thurs., Aug. 25 : walking
taco, refried beans, carrots,
fruit and milk

Fri., Aug. 26: Pizza bread,
corn, cookie, fruit and milk

MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll
Mon., Aug. 22: Mini corn

dogs, buttered noodles, veg-
etable, fruit and milk

Tues., Aug. 23: Taco
w/fixings refried beans, fruit
and milk

Wed., Aug. 24: Ravioli
with a meat sauce, roll, veg-
etable, fruit and milk

Thurs., Aug. 25 : chicken
patty on a bun, mashed pota-
toes with gravy, vegetable,
fruit and milk

Fri., Aug. 26: Pizza, veg-
etable, fruit and milk

HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
Mon., Aug. 22:

Quesadilla, spanish rice, veg-
etable, fruit and milk

Tues., Aug. 23: Walking
beef taco, vegetable, fruit and
milk

Wed., Aug. 24: Hot dogs
on a bun, baked beans, fruit

and milk
Thurs., Aug. 25: Chicken

gyro, vegetable, fruit and milk
Fri., Aug. 26: Pizza, veg-

etable, fruit and milk
Daily milk choices are fat

free milk and 1% white milk. 

What’s for lunch at
Reed-Custer Schools?
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Today we are
going to take a
walk down mem-
ory lane in the
year 1905 to see
what was hap-
pening in
Braidwood. We
start in February
of that year. 

We start with
an exhibition,
from the Joliet
R e p u b l i c a n
“February 8, 1905 - Andrew's
troupe of famous glass blowers
are at the Free Gardners hall
this week.

They have on exhibition, a
dress made from glass cloth,
which is a work of art, and well
worth your while to go and see.
They have also a steam engine
made completely from glass,
which is quite a novelty. 

They give a phonographic
concert during the night and
all who go get a present which
is worth the price of admis-
sion. They are open in the
afternoon from 2:30 o'clock to
5 and each evening until 10
o'clock.”

And, “All those interested
in the enforcement of the laws
that are being violated in our
city will meet at the
Republican club rooms Friday
night at 7:30.”

It seems there was trouble
boiling over that month,
“About two weeks ago the
Braidwood City Council at a
special meeting ordered 500

feet of hose from
the Eureka Fire
Hose Co., of
Chicago.  

Now all
kinds of graft, boo-
dle and bribery
stories are in circu-
lation in connec-
tion with the pur-
chase.  At the regu-
lar meeting last
Monday evening
the order was

countermanded.  But too late.”
In March, “The United

States Express Co. has discon-
tinued its free delivery busi-
ness in Braidwood and
appointed the C. & A. agent in
that place express agent.  

Hereafter the Braidwood
citizens will be compelled to
go to the depot with or for their
express.”

Sad news in April,
“Edward Burrill, youngest son
of the late James Burrill, of
Braidwood, a brakeman on the
Rock Island R. R. in Joliet, was
seriously injured Saturday last
by his train breaking in two
and the rear part of the train
crashing into the forward part.  

His left leg was caught
between two cars and was bro-
ken. At St. Joseph's hospital,
where he was taken, it was
found that besides the broken
leg his left side was severely
bruised.”

Also, some juicy gossip,
“Mrs. Mara Kuda, of
Braidwood, yesterday filed a

petition for a divorce from her
husband, Louis Kuda, and
upon her application Judge
Dibell issued an injunction for-
bidding her husband coming
near either her residence or
the grocery store of which she
is proprietor.”

“The couple were married
in Braidwood February 3 last.
In her petition Mrs. Kuda
asserts that shortly after the
wedding Kuda marred the hap-
piness of the honeymoon by
beating, choking and kicking
her.

She states specifically that
on March 22 he hit her with his
fist, and knocked her down.
Later, on March 28, he attacked
her and drover her out of doors
and finally on March 31 he
struck her with his fist and
kicked her.”

“She says that her hus-
band is possessed of no prop-
erty of any description, and
asks that any right he may have
in property of her own be with-
drawn. The injunction which
has been issued also forbids
him to meddle with the prop-
erty described in the petition.”

News from the pokey in
May, “John Gahangan, who has
been in the County Jail since
May 7th, charged with having
killed Jonathan Hurst in
Braidwood, Saturday last filed
a petition for a writ of habeas
corpus, asking that he be dis-
charged or admitted to bail.”

June brought more sad
news, “The funeral of Mrs.
John Burns, of Braidwood,
took place Monday morning
from St. Rose's Church in this
city.

The services were con-
ducted by Rev. D. Spellman.
Interment in the Catholic
cemetery in this place.” And,
“The remains of Phillip J.
Cooney, who died last Sunday
from the effects of falling from
a fifth story window in
Chicago, were brought to his
home in Braidwood Tuesday
and buried in Rose Hill
Cemetery.”

In August one circus

brought more than entertain-
ment, “Employees of Bodkin
Bros. circus had a serious riot
among themselves Tuesday
afternoon in Braidwood.

One man was severely
injured and was taken to St.
Joseph's Hospital in Joliet that
night.  His injuries are consid-
ered dangerous.  Several others
were seriously cut up and
bruised.

Sheriff Ray was notified
and left for the scene of trouble
at once.  The trouble started
over the discharge of several of
the tent men and drivers.”

In September veterans
were not forgotten, “The 21st
annual reunion of the 100th
Regiment, Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, was held in
Braidwood Thursday last.
About 65 members of the gal-
lant old regiment were present.
An excellent dinner was served
by the ladies of the M. E.
Church and at 2 o'clock a busi-
ness meeting was held in the
Reed Township Republican
Club Rooms.”

In November we find out
the results of Gahangan's trial,,
“After four hours' deliberation
the jury in the Gahagan case
agreed last Wednesday night
upon a verdict of not guilty and
the youthful prisoner was dis-
charged.

He admitted giving the
fatal blow but disclaimed all
intention of slaying Hurst who
had been his employer, friend
and benefactor.  The jurors by
their verdict exonerated him
from all blame.”

The year ended with one
new business opening in town,
“B. Lipsitz, of Braidwood, has
opened a first-class fruit and
vegetable store in the old A. L.
Lyons building on Jackson
Street.

Mr. Lipsitz had a large
stock of all kinds of fruits and
vegetables, the very best on the
market - and will sell to you
cheaper than you can buy else-
where.  Call and get prices.  Will
save you 25 cents on the dol-
lar.”
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A snapshot of 1905

City of Braidwood accepting proposals for
acquiring, developing EZ street property

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE 

Request for Proposals to Acquire City Owned Real Estate 
City of Braidwood, Will and Grundy Counties, Illinois 

The City of Braidwood, Will and Grundy Counties, Illinois (hereinafter the “City”), owns
several tracts of real estate generally located South of EZ Street and West of N. Division
Street (the “Property”) which is within the corporate boundaries of the City and located in
of the City of Braidwood Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District III (hereinafter the “TIF
District”). A legal description of the Property is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
The Illinois Tax Increment Allocation Redevelopment Act (hereinafter the “TIF Act”) author-
izes the conveyance of municipal owned real estate in a manner and at such price as the
municipality determines is reasonable and necessary to achieve the objectives of the TIF
Redevelopment Plan and Project (65 ILCS 5/11-74.4-4).  

The TIF Act further provides that said conveyance may be made only after approval
of an ordinance by the corporate authorities and after public disclosure of the terms of such
disposition and all bids and proposals received in response to the City’s Request for
Proposals. 

Therefore, it is authorized by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Braidwood, Will
and Grundy Counties, Illinois, as follows: 

1. The City intends to convey all or a portion of the Property for the purpose of com-
mercial development, including two automobile dealerships among other commercial
developments, and is hereby accepting proposals from any party interested in acquiring
any portion of the Property for such purpose.  

2. Any party that is interested in acquiring any or all of the available Property
shall submit a proposal for said acquisition by email to the City’s Administrator,
Tony Altiery, at Braidwood City Hall, 141 W. Main Street, Braidwood, Illinois 60408.
Any such proposal must be submitted at least 62 hours prior to the next regularly-
scheduled City Board Meeting which is currently scheduled for August 23, 2022.
Any proposals submitted within 62 hours of a regularly-scheduled City Board meet-
ing will not be considered until the next regularly schedule Council meeting.

3. Proposals shall be in writing and contain the portion of the Property that is sought
to be acquired, an offered price, and proposed terms of acquisition.   
Proposals shall also contain:   

a. Development plans, site plans, and/or elevations for the Property including the 
nature of the development and the approximate square footage of any structures 
to be constructed thereon; 

b. Approximate cost, buildout schedule, and completion timeline of the project; 
c. Expected number of jobs to be created; and 
d. Any other information which is relevant to the valuation, size and scope of the pro

ject to be constructed on the Property. 
4. The City Council will consider any and all proposals submitted in response to this

request for proposals at its next regularly-scheduled Board meeting if any such proposal
is received by the City not less than 62 hours prior to a particular Board meeting.  In the
event a proposal is submitted to the City less than 62 hours prior to a regularly-scheduled
Board meeting, the City will consider such proposal at the following regularly-scheduled
Board meeting.   

5. The City retains the right to select any Proposal received in accordance with the
requirements of the TIF Act, to waive any requirements or formalities, and further to reject
any or all Proposals received. 

By order of the City of Braidwood, Illinois
Hillary Bohac, City Clerk

August 9, 2022 
EXHIBIT A 

PROPERTY LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
TRACT 1: A PARCEL OF LAND IN SECTION 6, TOWNSHIP 32 NORTH, RANGE 9

EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COM-
MENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID
SECTION 6; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 01 MINUTE 09 SECONDS WEST ALONG
THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 6 FOR A DISTANCE OF 541.56 FEET; THENCE
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 57.65
FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF STATE ROUTE 113, SAID
POINT BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 11 MIN-
UTES 37 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 541.12 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 45 MINUTES 53 SECONDS
EAST CONTINUING ALONG THE SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE
OF 8.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 29 SECONDS WEST
CONTINUING ALONG THE SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF
252.12 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 48 SECONDS WEST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 901.01 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREE 07 MINUTES 15 SEC-
ONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 588.56 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 35
MINUTES 09 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 2056.27 FEET TO A POINT
WHICH FALLS ON THE SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF INTERSTATE
ROUTE 55, BEING A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE SOUTHEAST WITH A 00 DEGREES
15 MINUTES 00 SECONDS DEGREES OF CURVATURE AND A 22918.33 FOOT
RADIUS; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE FOR A DISTANCE OF
798.01 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF COMMONWEALTH EDISON COM-
PANY'S RIGHT-OF-WAY; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 53 SECONDS
EAST ALONG THE SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 816.35 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 21 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 35 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE SAID
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 710.12 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89
DEGREES 56 MINUTES 36 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 1487.72 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

EXCEPTING THEREFROM A PARCEL OF LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 6, TOWN-
SHIP 32 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 6; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 23 MINUTES 22 SEC-
ONDS WEST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 6 FOR A DISTANCE OF
252.29 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 48 SECONDS WEST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 48.08 FEET TO A POINT WHICH FALLS ON THE WEST RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF ILLINOIS ROUTE 113, SAID POINT BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
THENCE CONTINUING SOUTH 89 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 48 SECONDS WEST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 150.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 29 SEC-
ONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 150.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 45
MINUTES 48 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 150.00 FEET TO A POINT WHICH
FALLS ON SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE; THENCE SOUTH 00 24 MINUTES 29
SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF
150.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

FURTHER EXCEPTING THEREFROM A PARCEL OF LAND LOCATED IN SEC-
TION 6, TOWNSHIP 32 NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDI-
AN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF
THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 6; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 43
MINUTES 53 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 48.00 FEET TO A POINT WHICH
FALLS ON THE WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF ILLINOIS ROUTE 113, SAID POINT
BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 29
SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF
36.12 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 48 SECONDS WEST FOR A
DISTANCE OF 150.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 29 SEC-
ONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 150.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 55
MINUTES 48 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 140.80 FEET TO A POINT WHICH
FALLS ON THE SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 11
MINUTES 37 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 113.90 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 53 SECONDS
EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 8.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, IN WILL
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

TRACT 2: A PARCEL OF LAND IN SECTION 6, TOWNSHIP 32 NORTH, RANGE 9
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER
OF SAID SECTION 6; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 01 MINUTES 09 SECONDS
WEST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 6 FOR A DISTANCE OF 541.56
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 57.65 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 56 MINUTES 36 SECONDS
WEST 1606.08 FEET TO A POINT WHICH FALLS ON THE NORTHWESTERLY LINE OF
COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY'S RIGHT-OF-WAY, SAID POINT BEING THE
POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE SOUTH 21 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 35 SECONDS
WEST LONG THE SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 592.41 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 53 SECONDS WEST ALONG THE SAID
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 679.36 FEET TO A POINT WHICH FALLS
ON THE SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF INTERSTATE 55, BEING A
CURVE CONCAVE TO THE SOUTHEAST WITH A 00 DEGREES 15 MINUTES 00 SEC-
ONDS DEGREES OF CURVATURE AND 22918.33 FOOT RADIUS; THENCE NORTH-
EASTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 642.37 FEET; THENCE
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 56 MINUTES 36 SECON OF 572.07 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, IN WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

Published in the Braidwood Journal on Wednesday, Aug. 17 and 24, 2022.

Adult programs
Sept. 1- Well Read Book Club,

7– 8 p.m. 

Sept. 6-Tai Chi, 3:15–4 p.m.
Gentle exercise class designed
for all fitness levels. This class
consists of therapeutic Tai Chi
chair exercises, full body
stretching, and a basic 9 form
Tai Chi set-all with focus on bal-
ance and mobility with time for
contemplation. 

Cutting the Cord, 6-7:30  p.m.
Delving into streaming Services,
Registration required. Join the
Citizens Utility Board to learn
about: The different choices in
the TV Market, ways to cut cable
costs, streaming services avail-

able to consumers and how to
avoid common robocall scams.
Also, call-blocking services and
what they mean for your pocket
and new federal legislation
passed helping to reduce robo-
calls.

Sept 7- Wrapped Alcohol Ink
Bowls, 6-7 p.m. Take some time
out of your day to join us as we
craft an amazing bowl. By mix-
ing ink, saran wrap, and a bowl
we’ll show how to add a unique
texture guaranteed to spice up
any living space. Registration
required.

For more information or to
register for classes call 815-458-
2187 ext, 112 or go to kclark
@fossilridge.org.

FOSSIL RIDGE LIBRARY NEWS

The Braidwood Senior
Citizens group is once again
meeting at the Reed Township
Hall for lunch and a friendly
game of Bingo on the fourth
Monday of the month at 10
a.m. 

Call Joan at 708-269-4730
to reserve a spot and join the
fun. 

Senior Bingo
offered at
Reed Township

The Braceville United
Methodist Church, 106 West
Gould Street in Braceville, will
be having a rummage sale on
Friday, Sept. 30, from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. and again on Saturday,
Oct. 1, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the church.  

Also held those days will
be a jewelry sale and a silent
auction. For any additional
information, please call the
church at (815) 237-8512. 

Braceville
church to hold
rummage sale

The First Presbyterian
Church of Braidwood is hold-
ing a Fall mum flower sale.

These huge 9-inch pots
will be delivered to the church
on Monday, Oct 3, and ready
to bloom beautifully for your
fall decorating.

They are $12 each and are
available in orange, yellow,
purple, pink, white and
bronze.

Call or text LuAnn Bolatto
at 815-790-7134 by Sept. 26, if
you wish to order.

Mum flower
fundraiser
coming soon

IMPRESS YOUR FRIENDS WITH YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORY!

Read Time Was... by Sandy Vasko
EACH WEEK IN THE BRAIDWOOD JOURNAL

Coffee &
Newspapers

One wakes you up
One opens
your eyes

Public notice has been an
integral part of the Illinois
Compiled Statutes since state-
hood because it serves several
purposes.

Public notice requires
governmental entities to tell
when hearings are to be held,
how money is being spent,
what laws are being passed,
what property is being sold.

Public notice provides a
permanent record of actions
that are taken and a legally
defensible notification of
actions about to be taken.

Public notice is the only
way that exact wording can be
provided by the entity’s coun-

sel.
Newspapers ensure gov-

ernment accountability by
acting as an independent
third-party. Government offi-
cials must ensure that the
actions of the government are
transparent to the general
public. 

Publication of public
notices in newspapers, inde-
pendent third parties, helps
confirm that the government
is accountable to the elec-
torate. When a newspaper
publishes a notice, it verifies
that the government has pro-
vided proper notice to the
public. 

Is your town giving you
proper public notice?
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Corrupt Illinois
BRAIDWOOD—Seems the Illinois law-

maker who pushed for the criminal justice
reform bill had an inside deal in which he may
have tried to benefit. State Senator Elgie Sims, a
Chicago Democrat who pushed for HB 3653, is
now being investigated by the federal govern-
ment for possible corruption between himself
and Axon Enterprises, Inc., a police body-cam-
era manufacturer. HB 3653, which will allow for
early release of hundreds of inmates and no
cash bail in Illinois, also will require all police
to wear body cameras. While Sims has yet to be
charged, you see the connection here in that he
drafted that police camera requirement in his
legislation passed late in the night in the clos-
ing minutes of the 2021 session. I get that in
corrupt Illinois that’s how lawmakers do busi-
ness. But the sad fact is that the governor and
attorney general Kwame Raoul likely know
about the allegations against Sims but do not
step forward to say this is wrong and needs to
stop in Illinois. Again, Raoul is nowhere to be
found in this investigation. 

How much longer?
COAL CITY—There is a trailer in the drive

way on S. Linda St. in Coal City. It’s been there
for three months. How long is the village going
to let them keep this trailer in the driveway?

Historical inaccuracies
WILMINGTON—A recent caller took a his-

tory teacher to task for spreading historical
inaccuracies then turned around and did the
same thing regarding Thomas Jefferson. The
caller said  Jefferson loved his creator which
might be true because he was a Deist and not a
Christian. He did not believe in the divinity of
Jesus but admired his philosophy. Now as to
Jefferson loving his freed slave Sally Hemings,
she was freed after Jefferson’s death by his
daughter. He owned 600 humans and freed two
of them and seven were freed after his death.
He might have loved Ms. Hemings but it was
still rape starting at age 14. It’s not like she
could just say no. But hey, romantic fantasies
are not history.

Great job
COAL CITY—Kudos to the building owner

who cleaned up the old building on East
Division Street and hired someone from
Chicago to paint the awesome murals on both
sides of the building. What a great job they did.

Online video
WILMINGTON—I just wanted to thank the

Wilmington ESDA for the online videos of the
Catfish Days parade. Especially the one that
actually shows Wilmington had a Grand
Marshall this year. That Sunday evening, over
30 photos were e-mailed to the newspaper of
the Wilmington Moose Riders and not one
made the paper. What a shame. They’re a great
local non-profit group and would have appre-
ciated that honor. Thank you, Wilmington
ESDA.

Publisher’s note: We appreciate the submis-
sion of photos but we had the parade covered
with staff-produced photos which filled more
than two pages.

Exacerbating the 
problem

WILMINGTON—It seems as if the
Democrats believe more government spending
is the solutions to our problems. The Inflation
Reduction Act passed by Democrats and signed
by Biden, sounds good by a name they
dreamed up, but in reality, instead of reducing
inflation it may actually exacerbate the prob-
lem. If Congress wants to do something con-
structive, it should reduce out taxes, which
would stimulate more consumer spending and
this get the economy moving again.
Unfortunately, that’s not going to happen
under the current Congress or president. But
there is hope on the horizon and that is the
midterm elections. We can only hope that the
voters realize the dire situation and act accord-
ingly. 

Why take the papers?
WILMINGTON—How many presidents

take home classified papers?  Why would
Trump have these top secret papers in his pos-
session; maybe to give to his buddy, Putin? Kurt
has it right; Putin wants Alaska and everything
else; greed and power hungry! Who does that
sound like?  Wake up people, study the facts,
not fake news.

Interjecting  your
thoughts

WILMINGTON—To a certain Shadow
Lakes Sound-off contributor.  I re-read the
Sound-off post called “Fact based history”
twice. Where did it say the Civil War was caused

by slavery? For that matter, the author did not
even mention the Civil War. You continue to
interject your thoughts to make yourself sound
like the smartest guy in the room. And I imag-
ine two highly trained educators use multiple
resources, not just a single textbook, to prepare
their lessons. Since you have such sage advice
for teachers, why not work on your language
arts skills? Your run-on sentences are quite
confusing to follow.

The Flimflam Man
BRAIDWOOD—Remember the bluster

and braggadocio of former President Trump
who often said that pleading the Fifth was only
for mobsters and the guilty? Recently Trump
pleaded the Fifth 440 times, averaging two
times a minute, during a deposition by New
York State's Attorney General. Trump is hound-
ed by so many investigations that the old say-
ing 'where there's smoke there's fire' seems to
apply. It's true that five years ago the Trump
Foundation was shut down with orders for him
to never operate a charity again in New York
State because he was treating the charity like
his personal slush-fund. Likewise Trump
defrauded his students at Trump University
who successfully sued him for $25 million.
Paul

Letting them go
WILMINGTON—Drug runners were

caught bringing in thousands of Fentanyl pills
in the shape of children's candy and vitamins.
They were released and sent back to Mexico.
What will it take for the president to do some-
thing ?

No whining
BRAIDWOOD—The police give advice

with the phrase 'Comply, don't die' to prevent
the loss of life during minor traffic violations.
Similarly former President Trump was asked by
authorities to comply with requests to return
documents he illegally took from the White
House when he left in January 2021. At first, the
DOJ asked nicely but no compliance from
Trump. Then the DOJ issued a subpoena in
June and retrieved some documents from Mar-
a-Lago but total compliance was still missing
from Trump. That's when the search warrant
was issued and that's when Trump found
another way to milk millions from donors. We
turn a deaf ear to Trump's whining and crying
like a baby. We want to know how was he plan-
ning to use, misuse or abuse these documents?
AMS

That day in Helsinki
WILMINGTON—Remember in 2017 when

former President Trump invited Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov into the Oval
Office and shut the door? Our security analysts
were horrified considering that Trump is noted
for his love of our adversary Russia and consid-
ers the savage beast, Putin, a genius. At the
2018 Helsinki summit things went much worse.
Trump dismissed the U.S. interpreter while he
privately conversed with Putin and a Russian
interpreter. Although this is forbidden, Trump
got away with it and we'll never know what was
discussed. At this same conference, Trump
announced to the world that he trusts Putin
more than U.S. intelligence causing a hair-rais-
ing howl to erupt across our nation. The ques-
tion therefore is, why are we surprised that
Trump stole classified top secret documents?
Ralph D.

Arming the IRS
MORRIS—Read about the bill President

Biden just signed, Inflation Reduction Act. It
allocates $80 billion to the IRS on top of the $12
billion they got last year.  They intend to hire
87,000 additional special agents. The IRS
Service with 2,159 agents spent $21 million on
guns, ammunition and military style equip-
ment between 2006-2019 and another $700,000
worth in 2022. They have in excess 5,000 guns
including automatic machine guns and five
million rounds of ammunition. There could be
more. Why does an IRS collection agency need
guns? The IRS employee union donates 99% of
its money to Democrats. What’s worse is about
turning over that large amount of money to
150,000 IRS agents. The Democrats’ Bill turned
down more money for police, border patrol
agents and army recruiters to give to IRS
agents. No Republican supported that bill. 

Attention soccer parents
COAL CITY—Attention soccer parents that

park on the wrong side of North DeWitt Place.
Please respect the neighborhood and park
legally and no parking on the lawns. If your
dogs are not service animals leave them home.
There are signs that say this.

Now he’ll run
MORRIS—Fourteen FBI agents have come

to the Republicans offices as whistleblowers to

provide information for the Republican con-
gressional investigations after the agency raid-
ed Trump’s Florida home. President Trump
would have not ran in 2024. Now he will.

Unfinished business
MORRIS—Wyoming Republican Liz

Chaney, who last week lost her seat for re-elec-
tion in Wyoming, will be around D.C. until
January. She is the multi-millionaire daughter
of Vice President Dick Chaney under President
Bush administration. The Bushes were almost
distinguishable from the Democrats and pain-
lessly fulfilled the need for the maintenance of
a two party system. One or the other member
of the Bush-Clinton families was president,
vice president or secretary of state for 32 con-
secutive years from 1981-2013. Obama not only
broke the color barrier, he took the Democrats
distinctly to the Left. Along comes populist
President Donald Trump, and a billionaire
besides, to help the disgruntled workers and
lower middle class and the Bush, McCain,
Romney, etc. Republicans rejected him from
day one, not only the Democrats did. If presi-
dent Trump doesn’t run in 2024, one of the can-
didates he picks to carry out his unfinished
program would be great.

Terrified of Trump
WILMINGTON—“The Swamp” is the

bureaucratic Washington, D.C. establishments,
the alphabet soup of agencies whose person-
nel, though unelected and largely unaccount-
able, run our lives right down to the latest per-
mit regulation, taxes, fees, impost and woke
government requirement. The Jan. 6 commit-
tee is terrified that President Trump might
return to carry out his tasks in 2024. The fury
against him will be unending. How does the
man and his family even handle it? 

Billions will be wasted
BRAIDWOOD—President Biden signed

the Inflation Reduction Bill without a
Republican vote; $790,000,000 while China,
Russia and Iran had the biggest laugh ever. Your
taxes are going up big time. Electricity gas to
heat, groceries, etc. with 87,000 new IRS agents
who will go after the farmers and small busi-
nesses. Billions goes to the energy commit-
ment, more windmills, etc. like we ever needed
one of them. Those countries listed above
could care less about climate change. They’re
not about to change their ways. 

All for show
SHADOW LAKES—If you wonder why

Americans worry about their freedom you only
have to watch Attorney General Merrick
Garland putting lipstick on the show trial called
the Jan. 6 investigation. It’s nothing but  show
trial because it only had a prosecution with no
defense. Since when does that happen in a
trial? Maybe Merrick didn’t hear the story of
Elizabeth Willing Powel on the steps of
Independence Hall asking Benjamin Franklin
what kind of government did you give us? To
which Franklin replied a Republic if you can
keep it. Then there was Francis Bellamy, a
Socialist, who wrote the Pledge of Allegiance.
He didn’t write and to the Democracy for which
it stands. He wrote and to the Republic for
which it stands. This is a Republic, not a
Democracy. Get it Penny Lane?  Dan Hill

My poetry
WILMINGTON—There was a crooked

man who lived in a crooked house and he invit-
ed all his crooked cronies to live in this crooked

house. But then there came a ray of light and a
tall straight up man and he followed the rule of
law and the constitution. He put all the crooked
cronies on a crooked boat and sent them up a
crooked creek with a crooked paddle. So now
the crooked man with the crooked back was on
a crooked path and he never does come back.
The end.      JoAnn

Nothing of substance
WILMINGTON—Have you noticed the

Conservatives have a habit of being outraged
and then rant and rave without saying anything
of substance? An example is the execution of a
legal search warrant at Mar-A-Lago. They
screamed this is unprecedented but Trump’s
quasi-criminal presidency was unprecedented.
And remember, there’s a first time for every-
thing. They tell people if the FBI can do this to
Trump they can do it to you. Well if you are
engaging in criminal activity they can already
do it to you. They scream about the IRS hiring
87,000 agents but that hiring is over a 10 year
period and the IRS is expecting 50,000 retire-
ments. If you’re not cheating on your taxes why
are you worried?  The Right likes to use fear to
keep their base in line and that is sad.     Penny
Lane

I’m predicting
SHADOW LAKES—I do believe that Trump

will run in 2024 and he will win. But the
Democrats, or I should say Communists, will
assassinate him. I predicted this the first time
he ran and won but I was wrong. But they did it
to John F. Kennedy and they attempted it with
Ronald Reagan because these Communist
Democrats do not want America to be strong.
Dan Hill

Believe what you want
Well it looks like I touched a raw nerve by

calling out Dan and Sharon for their Right Wing
nonsense that appears weekly in Sound-off.
Your defense of your views is hilarious but sad.
Sharon tells us that everything she sends into
Sound-off is verifiable so if Fox repeats some-
thing Newsmax said it is gospel. How ridicu-
lous. Dan tells us that slavery didn’t cause the
Civil War. How strange that the south seceded
soon after Lincoln’s 1860 election since his
party’s main goal was to stop the expansion of
slavery. By the way, my history books are pur-
chased from Amazon, nobody gives them to
me. Dan says all text books are screened. I’m
not sure what that means but when I was
teaching all the faculty members met with the
textbook publishers to find the best materials
for our students. But it’s a free country and you
can believe whatever you want. You can believe
that Trump won the last election and that the
Earth is flat. You can believe Corona Virus does-
n’t exist but if you get it horse medicine will
cure it. You can believe that critical race theory
is real, but climate change is a hoax. You can
always find a few people who will agree with
your extremist views, but the rest of us just con-
tinue to snicker and shake our heads. 

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.

BY KRIS REYNOLDS
Farm families like mine know all too well

dark days that have little to do with getting up
before the sun.

COVID-19 created devastating effects for
farm markets. Wetter-than-normal springs lim-
ited favorable planting days. Larger storm
events and longer heat waves – too much wet
followed by too much dry – created too much
stress for farmers and crops throughout the
growing season. Now, rising input costs for how
much we spend to plant our grounds, and per-
sistent weed and pest pressures that threaten
crop health create their own challenges.

We persevere and ultimately prevail, keep-
ing our state’s critical agricultural economy
working while constantly innovating to improve
operations, build stronger soil and reduce
nutrient loss. We don’t just plant a few rows of
seed and hope for the best. We spend countless
hours in the field and making careful decisions

for sustainable strategies that help our opera-
tions, our communities, and our environment.

The state’s popular cover crop program
might be one of our best-kept secrets, even as
the secret gets out.

Cover crops wear several hats. They hold
soil in place, capturing lost nutrients before
they leave the field and protecting carbon
stored beneath the surface. Every acre planted,
along with other sensible preventive practices,
can boost farmers’ bottom lines by decreasing
inputs and sustaining yields – good news after
dark days.

Many, like me, are recognizing the value.
Since 2011, cover crop adoption in Illinois has
more than doubled, according to the 2021
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy Biennial
Report.

Illinois has created the Fall Covers for
Spring Savings (FCSS) program that provides $5
for every acre worth of discount on crop insur-
ance premiums when cover crops are planted

there. More than 100,000 acres were part of the
program this past year, and farmers see it as a
cost-effective way to support those among
them who see firsthand the benefits of protect-
ing soil health and water quality.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture then
followed Illinois’ leadership with its own
Pandemic Cover Crop Program (PCCP) to give
that same $5-an-acre discount. More than
533,000 acres nationwide saw the discount in
2021, and some farmers see double the benefit
by securing funds from both programs.

But the demand and potential benefit far
exceeds capacity today. In the state program,
slots for funding have sold out in minutes. The
federal PCCP reports potentially hundreds of
thousands more acres that could benefit but are
not enrolled.

USDA is offering PCCP enrollment again
this year, and Illinois should expand its state
FCSS to provide that essential state match and
double the benefit for participating farmers.

We’re calling on the Illinois General
Assembly to double the FCSS budget to $1.3
million in its upcoming fiscal year to reach
200,000 acres with cover crops across the state.
This will create exciting new momentum and a
snowball effect. As more farmers see the great
results from cover crops with less risk because
of FCSS support, others will join to reap those
same benefits.

Farmers want to be the solution for healthy
soils and clean water. They need some help
from Springfield to ease anxiety, show results
and build off initial progress. A small, sensible
and targeted investment now in the cover crops
program will be a strong step for future success
in our state conservation programs. It will also
give farmers the assurance we will be there to
support them doing the right thing through the
next set of dark days ahead.

Kris Reynolds is Midwest director of
American Farmland Trust. He is a fifth-genera-
tion farmer in Nokomis in central Illinois.

Commentary

Illinois needs to double cover crop program to entice farmers
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As we wind down the 2022
edition of summer break, let's
take a look at our summer
checklists.  Trip to the lake?
Check.  Sunburn?  Check.
Fireworks?  Check.  Cancelled
flights/airport issues?
Unfortunately, check.  What
about the most refreshing,
most underappreciated tequila
cocktail?  No?  Then it's time to
enjoy a Paloma before summer
2022 officially ends.

When it comes to tequila
cocktails, it's Margarita or bust
in most bars and backyards.
That's too bad.  It's not that I
don't love a good Margarita,
but I prefer the Paloma and I
am not alone.  In fact, while the
Margarita may be the most
popular cocktail north of the
border but the Paloma is the
most popular cocktail in
Mexico.

What makes the Paloma
work?  It shares a few key ingre-
dients with the Margarita, but
it's the grapefruit sparkle that
makes the Paloma really pop.  

Grapefruit sparkle?  Yes,
it's a sparkle.  The best way to
describe it is a “soda sparkle”,
and there are two ways to
make this happen in your
Paloma.

The easiest way to get the
perfect soda sparkle in your
Paloma is to use grapefruit
soda (Squirt), preferably
Mexican grapefruit soda
(Jarritos).  In Mexico, a round
of Palomas is often served on a
large tray containing a 2-liter
bottle of grapefruit soda,

halved limes, a bot-
tle of tequila, and a
bucket of ice. 

When the tray
arrives at your table,
you simply fill your
glass with ice, add
tequila, squeeze in a
lime wedge, and top
with soda.  Simple,
and delicious.

The Paloma
requires no special
bar tools or mixolo-
gy know how.  

One thing that is an
absolute must in a Paloma is a
quality tequila, because you
are going to taste the tequila.
Do not let that scare you away
from the Paloma. 

If you use the right tequila,
a quality 100% agave tequila,
the drink will be balanced and
you will be spared the horrific
aftertaste of cheap tequila.
There are few things in this
world worse than bad tequila,
and bad tequila is out there.

The best way to guard
against bad tequila is to only
use 100% agave tequila.  The
100% agave offerings are dry
meaning there is no unpleas-
ant aftertaste, and you will pick
up sweet notes of fruit from
the agave.

How do you know if your
tequila is 100% agave?  Read
the label.  If the words “100%
agave” do not appear on the
bottle, put it back on the shelf
and grab a different bottle.
Olmeca Altos, El Amo,
Hornitos, and Jimador are all

excellent 100%
agave tequilas that
can be had cheap-
er than most
orders at
Starbucks.

Everyone has
a different take on
the “correct” pro-
portions for the
Paloma.  I prefer to
use more grape-
fruit soda than
tequila a Paloma,
whereas some

prefer a heavier pour of tequi-
la. A good starting point for the
Paloma would look like the
recipe below, adjust propor-
tions to taste.  I typically go a
little heavy on the lime juice.

Fill tumbler with ice, then
add:

3 oz. grapefruit soda
2 oz. 100% agave blanco

tequila
1/2 oz. fresh lime juice
Optional: add pinch of

kosher salt
Stir and serve
A quick note on salting the

rim of a glass: prep the glass by
running a lime wedge around
the rim of the glass and use
kosher salt as opposed to regu-
lar table salt.  

The irregular granules of
kosher salt will adhere to the
glass better and will dissolve
slower.  Kosher salt also makes
for a better presentation for
both the Margarita and the
Paloma.

What if you prefer natural
grapefruit juice in place of

grapefruit soda?  No problem!
You can still add the grapefruit
sparkle by using fresh grape-
fruit juice in your Paloma, with
a splash of club soda.

Sometimes a backyard
gathering calls for a large batch
of Palomas, and like its
Margarita cousin the Paloma
lends itself to large batch
preparation.  Once the batch is
made, simply pour into your
favorite tumbler and top with
club soda.

A commercially bottled
grapefruit juice will work in
this recipe, but if you want to
live your best Paloma life you
will need to use fresh fruit
juice. 

A juicer will save time and
elbow grease, and I highly rec-
ommend going to the extra
mile for fresh juice.  The results
will speak for themselves.

The Large batch Paloma
is built in a pitcher and served
in your salt-rimmed favorite
tumbler.

Combine in pitcher:
2 2/3 cups blanco tequila
2 2/3 cups grapefruit juice
1 cup fresh lime juice 
1 cup water
5 TBSB agave nectar
1/2 TSP kosher salt
Stir ingredients
Chill in refrigerator for 1

hour
Pour into glass over ice,

top with club soda
Garnish with grapefruit

wedge
Until next week, enjoy

responsibly.

Enjoy the end of the summer with a Paloma

THE SUNDAY
COCKTAIL

Brian Rung

Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers will host
its annual Corn Fest 5K on
Saturday, Oct. 1, from Morris
Elementary School, 2001
Dupont Ave., Morris, as part
of the Grundy County Corn
Festival. The race begins at 9
a.m. and is preceded by a
Youth Fun Run for children
10 and under beginning at
8:15 a.m.. 

Early bird registration
for the 5K run is currently
underway through Aug. 28
for $25 per person. From Aug.
29-Sept. 26, the registration
fee increases to $28. Race day
registration is $30.

The first 300 pre-regis-
tered 5K participants will
receive a unisex shirt avail-
able in adult sizes only. 

The course is a 3.1 mile
USATF certified course that
starts on Dupont Avenue in
front of Morris Elementary
School and winds through
residential neighborhoods.
Awards will be presented to
the top three in each age

group, along with overall
awards presented to the top
three males and females.

The Youth Fun Run is
$10 per child whether regis-
tering in advance or on race
day. Children ages 6-10 will
run a half mile course around
the grounds of the school
starting at 8:15 a.m. At 8:30
a.m., children 5 and under
will run a 100 yard course on
the field behind Morris
Elementary School. Children
registered for the Youth Fun
Run will receive a short
sleeve cotton t-shirt.

Online registration is
available through Sept. 26 at
raceroster.com/59660 or by
going to
morrishospital.org/events
and clicking on the special
events category. After Sept.
26, participants may register
in person on race day
between 7:30-8:45 a.m. For
more information, call the
Morris Hospital Wellness
office at 815-705-7358.

Registration underway
for Corn Fest 5K Run

The class of 1967 from
Wilmington High School is
having a 55th-year class
reunion at the VFW in
Wilmington on Saturday,
Sept. 24, starting at 5 p.m.,
ending at 11 p.m. There will
also be a get-together on
Sunday, Sept. 25 at the
South Island Pavilion from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. There is no
cost for either event. Please
join your classmates at
these events.

Class of ‘67
to hold
reunion

Rebuild Illinois plan
provides state fund-
ing backbone for 
latest annual 
multi-year plan

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – The
Illinois Department of
Transportation on Friday laid
out a $34.6 billion six-year
spending plan for road, bridge,
transit, rail, airport and port
upkeep.

It’s the latest multi-year
plan backed by the state’s 2019
Rebuild Illinois infrastructure
law which doubled the state’s
motor fuel tax from 19 to 38
cents per gallon and sched-
uled it to grow with the rate of
inflation. That measure also
increased driving-related fees,
redirected a portion of the
state’s sales tax on motor fuel
to the road fund and author-
ized borrowing to pay for con-
struction projects.

“A little over three years
ago, I signed our historic
bipartisan infrastructure pro-
gram into law,” Gov. JB Pritzker
said at a news conference at
the IDOT building in
Springfield. “And since then,
Rebuild Illinois has undertak-
en a massive transformation of
our state's transportation sys-
tems.”

Approximately $8.6 billion
has already been spent in the
first three years of the Rebuild
Illinois plan on road and
bridge projects, including over
$6.4 billion on the state trans-
portation system and over $2.1
billion on local systems.

It’s a slower pace than laid
out in the six-year $33.2 billion
spending plan passed in 2019.
But IDOT Secretary Omer
Osman said he’s hopeful that
the pace picks up as several
large projects move beyond
the initial engineering phase.

IDOT has expanded its
engineering staff and lawmak-
ers approved a “design-build”
process in Senate Bill 2981 this
year to combine the design
and construction in a more
efficient bidding process,
which could also hasten
things, he said. 

“We are aggressively,
aggressively pushing all these
projects across the entire
state,” he said.

The highway portion of
the multi-year plan – a
required filing each year for
the state’s transportation
agency – accounts for $24.6
billion of the planned spend-
ing. Of that, $13.3 billion, or
54%, is federally funded, just
over $6 billion is state funding,
$4.1 billion comes from bond
proceeds, and $1.2 billion
comes from local reimburse-
ments.

The current fiscal year,
which began July 1, is sched-
uled to see $3.7 billion in new
construction under the road
and bridge plan.

Another near-$10 billion
in combined state, federal,
local and private spending was
laid out for transit, marine
transportation, railways and
airports. Of that, 59% was state
spending and 31% federal.

Projects in that plan range
from construction of high-
speed rail between St. Louis
and Chicago to airport
upgrades to support for major
port renovations at the conflu-
ence of the Mississippi and
Ohio rivers near Cairo in
southern Illinois.

Road projects are under-
way in all nine of the state’s
IDOT districts, from a $54 mil-
lion interchange reconstruc-
tion, bridge replacement and
repair on Interstate 80 in Will
County, to $100.3 million for
improvements on Interstate 24
from Metropolis to Interstate
57 in Massac, Johnson and
Williamson counties.

“The renovation of nearly
4,500 miles of highway and
over 400 bridges has already
been completed, and virtually
every Illinois resident can see
and feel the results in real
time,” Pritzker said.

The bipartisan
Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act signed into law by
President Joe Biden last year
allowed Illinois to expand its
multi-year plan by $4 billion,
Osman said.

The fact that Illinois had
an infrastructure plan when
the federal law passed, Pritzker
said, made the state better
equipped to take advantage of
federal matching funding,

which provides for an 80% fed-
eral match for a state’s invest-
ment of 20% of certain proj-
ects’ costs.

“Because we passed
rebuild Illinois two-and-a-half
years before the (federal law)
was passed, we actually are
shovel ready, we have the
resources available,” Pritzker
said. “There are a lot of other
states that have to come up
with those dollars, don't know
where they're going to come
from. And so we're really in a
position to do much more,
much more quickly.”

The Rebuild Illinois plan
passed with overwhelming
bipartisan majorities in
Pritzker’s first year as governor,
marking the first state capital
infrastructure plan in nearly a
decade.

Lawmakers from both
parties hailed it as forward-
thinking for its automatic
motor fuel tax increase, raised
registration rates for electric
vehicles, and the authoriza-
tion of bonding to pay for con-
struction.

The motor fuel tax and fee
increase, contained in Senate
Bill 1939 passed  48-9 in the
Senate and 83-29 in the House.
The spending plan, contained
in House Bill 62, passed 95-18
in the House and  53-6 in the
Senate. The bonding authority
measure, contained in House
Bill 142, passed 94-20 in the
House and  53-6 in the Senate.

One lawmaker voting
against all three portions of
the plan was then-Rep. Darren
Bailey, the Xenia Republican

and current state senator who
is challenging Pritzker in the
2022 governor’s race.

Bailey has frequently criti-
cized the motor fuel tax
increase, successfully using it
as an avenue of attack against
challengers in the Republican
primary. But he hasn’t offered
up an infrastructure funding
plan of his own.

Asked for comment on the
infrastructure plan and poten-
tial alternatives Friday, Bailey’s
team issued a statement.

“JB Prtizker’s gas tax hike
gave Illinois the second-high-
est gas tax in the country, and
some of the highest gas prices.
It is simply not affordable,”
spokesperson Joe DeBose said
in a statement. “48 states are
able to build their transporta-
tion infrastructure with lower
gas taxes than Illinois. We can
do better with zero-based
budgeting and reprioritizing
spending, but not with J.B.
Pritzker in charge.”

Osman, who has worked
at IDOT for more than 30 years
and became its director under
Pritzker, said the motor fuel
tax increase means infrastruc-
ture improvements can con-
tinue beyond Rebuild Illinois’
initial six-year lifespan.

“We are number three in
the nation when it comes to
interstate land mileage, and
that's a big statement to
make,” he said. “Our system is
complex, and we need that
sustainable funding as we go
down the road beyond the six
years, for sure.”

State lays out $34.6 billion multi-year spending plan 

It has been 61 years since
the WHS class of 1961 graduat-
ed. On Saturday, Sept. 10, at
noon, the last organized
reunion will take place. 

It will be informal at
Wilmington’s South Island
pavillion. The plan is to be
with long-time friends who
have the ability to make each
other feel like kids again and
catch up with the present.

There is no charge and
anyone who would like to join
us is welcome. If possible,
please bring a folding chair,
your own beverage and a dish
to share during the potluck
lunch. Arrive at noon and dine
at 1 p.m.

For more details contact
Sharon at 815-861-6534 or
Lana at 414-719-1121.

Class of 1961 to hold
reunion Sept. 10th



Another Illinois State
Police (ISP) squad car was hit
Saturday on US Route 45 at
5152 S. Road in Kankakee
County. It’s the 16th Scott’s Law
violation involving an ISP
squad car this year

At approximately 2:34
a.m., an ISP District 21 Trooper
was stationary outside of the
squad car with emergency
lights activated, investigating a
prior traffic crash. The driver of
the previously crashed vehicle
and the Trooper were standing
in front of the squad car. 

That’s when a Chevrolet
Trail Blazer, traveling south-
bound on US Route 45, failed
to yield to the stationary emer-
gency vehicle and struck the
rear of the squad car.

The ISP Trooper and the
driver of the previously
crashed vehicle sustained non-
life-threatening injuries and
were transported to a local
hospital for treatment. 

The driver of the
Chevrolet, Austin M. Gray, 24,
of Chebanse, was uninjured.
He was charged with Driving
Under the Influence of
Alcohol, Operating an
Uninsured Motor Vehicle, and
a violation of Scott’s Law –
Improper Passing of an
Emergency Vehicle Causing

Injury to Another.
A person who violates

Scott’s Law, faces a fine of no
less than $250 or more than
$10,000 for a first offense.  If
the violation results in injury
to another person, the viola-
tor’s driver’s license is sus-
pended between six months
and two years. 

So far this year, there have
been 16 ISP squad cars struck
in relation to the Move Over

Law and seven Troopers have
sustained injuries from Move
Over Law-related crashes. 

ISP is reminding the pub-
lic of the requirements of the
Move Over Law, otherwise
known as the “Scott’s Law.”
When approaching an emer-
gency vehicle, or any vehicle
with their emergency or haz-
ard lights activated, drivers are
required to slow down and
move over. 

State Police squad car struck by DUI driver

A STATE TROOPER squad car was struck last week near Kankakee
making it the 16th time since the beginning of the year that a State
Police vehicle has been hit.

Celebrate the 20th
anniversary of Woods Walk by
trekking on trails throughout
Will County.

The popular, self-paced
Forest Preserve District of Will
County hiking program kicks
off Sept. 1 and runs through
Nov. 30. Hike seven of 10 desig-
nated trails to earn a com-
memorative medallion.

“It has been a beloved
program since its inception,”
said Jen Guest, the Forest
Preserve’s recreation coordina-
tor. “In those 20 years, the
Forest Preserve has grown
both in acres of land and miles
of trails so there are more
paths to choose from.”

To mark the anniversary
of Woods Walk, an 11th bonus
trail at Racoon Grove Nature
Preserve has been added to
this year's list because it was in
the very first Woods Walk pro-
gram.

This year’s Woods Walk
trails are in McKinley Woods,
Hammel Woods, Hickory

Creek Preserve, Kankakee
Sands Preserve near
Braidwood, Messenger Woods
Nature Preserve, Goodenow
Grove Nature Preserve, Prairie
Bluff Preserve, Theodore
Marsh, Hadley Valley and
Sugar Creek Preserve. Lengths
range from 1.5 miles to 3.47
miles.

To begin the challenge,
pick up your Woods Walk hik-
ing guide on or after Sept. 1 at
a Forest Preserve visitor center
or download an online version
at ReconnectWithNature.org.

Also available this year
will be a map app you can use
to navigate the hikes. The QR
map code will be on the back
page of the Woods Walk hiking
guide.

The deadline to turn in a
completed hiking guide sub-
mission form is Saturday, Dec.
31. Submission forms can be
found in the back of the guide
or online. Medallions will be
available beginning Sept. 30.

Celebrate 20th anniversary 
of Forest Preserve’s 
Woods Walk hiking challenge

The Morris Hospital
Auxiliary will host its annual
Golf Outing on Monday, Sept.
26 at the Morris Country Club,
2615 U.S. Route 6 in Morris
with all proceeds benefiting
the Morris Hospital Patient
Transportation and LifeLine®
programs. Guests are invited
to play golf, purchase dinner
tickets, or participate in the
helicopter golf ball drop for a
chance to win a $1,000 cash
prize.

Activities will begin with
golfer check-in and lunch from
11 a.m.-12 p.m. At noon,
golfers will head out on the
links for 18 holes of golf. The
cost for 18 holes of golf, lunch
and dinner is $150 per person
or $540 for a foursome.

Non-golfers are invited to
support the event by purchas-
ing tickets for a carry out din-
ner featuring pulled pork,
roasted potatoes, coleslaw,
corn, rolls and butter, and
dessert. Dinner tickets are $25
per person with food available
starting at 5 p.m. 

Anyone can support the
cause by purchasing a chance
in the helicopter ball drop that
will take place at 5:30 p.m.
when Kendall Copters will

drop approximately 200 num-
bered golf balls from the heli-
copter onto the fairway over
hole 1. The person who pur-
chases the ball that lands clos-
est to or in the hole will win a
$1,000 cash prize. One golf ball
can be purchased for $20,
three for $50, or seven for $100.
Participants need not be pres-
ent to win.

The Auxiliary Golfing
Outing has been supporting
the Patient Transportation and
Lifeline services for over 20
years. The landmark Patient
Transportation service has
provided community mem-
bers more than 240,000 trips to
and from medical appoint-
ments. While the Patient
Transportation service makes
healthcare accessible to
patients who may be unable to
drive or have limited mobility,
Lifeline® is an emergency
response system that provides
instant access to emergency
assistance and peace-of-mind
for individuals who live alone. 

To make reservations for
golf or to purchase tickets for
the dinner and helicopter ball
drop, go to morrishospital.
org/golf or call the Auxiliary
Office at 815-705-7002. 

Morris Hospital Auxiliary
golf outing to support
patient transportation

Planners from the
Wilmington High School
Class of 1972 are seeking
information on classmates
in order to invite them to a
50th class reunion on
Saturday, Sept. 24 at Tuffy’s
Lounge and Patio at 7 p.m.

Does anyone know
where the following people
are?

John Burks, Mary Ann
Calhoun, Carl Favero, John
Goodwin, Mary Ann Greer,
Mike Hayes, Florence
Lamonica, Kathy Lewis,
Doris Love, Jane Merrit,
Frank Metes, Terry Parsley,
Wendell Perry, Ron
Richardson, Skip Romines,
Dan Root, Bob Rush,
Debbie Smith Golot, Bob
Taylor, Don Utke, Roxanne
Hawley Dalton.

Please contact com-
mittee by Sept. 12th if you
are coming: Jim Hankins
815-476-7656, Nancy
Sheridan Barbour 815-353-
1374 or Peggy Norman
Kunz 815-545-0720.

There will not be a
ticket price to attend, but a
suggested $15 per person
donation will be collected
at the reunion to cover
expenses. Any amount col-
lected above what is need-
ed will be donated to the
WHS Foundation for
Excellence.

Wilmington
class of 1972
seeking
whereabouts
of classmates

The WHS class of 1967 is
having its 55th class reunion
at the VFW in Wilmington on
Saturday, Sept 24, from 5 p.m.
to 11.

There will also be a get-
together on Sunday, Sept. 25
at the South Island pavilion
from 1 to 4 p.m. There is no
cost for either event. Please
join your classmates at these
events.

Class of ‘67
plans reunion
for Sept. 24-25
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COAL CITY—Judith L. Christensen
(nee Doyle), 66, of Coal City, passed away
on Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2022, with loving
family at her side. 

Judy was a talented cook and
enjoyed making spaghetti, lasagna,
and “magic” eggs for her family. She
spent a great deal of time in her flower
garden, was a talented sewer and loved
to craft wreaths, decorate brooms and
paint ceramics. What Judy enjoyed most of
all was spending time with her children and
grandchildren.

She is survived by her fiancé of 13 years,
Mark Holt; children: Tammy Misura, Jerry
(Karri) Neeley, Samantha Neeley and Jennifer

(Fred) Yanez; grandchildren: Michael
and Christina Misura, Jeremy and

Amber Neeley, Ashlee, Freddy, Leah
and Devin Yanez; brother, Richard
Saunders; sister, Cheryl Doyle and
her niece, Judy Holt. Other numerous
nieces and nephews also survive. 

Judy was preceded in death by
her parents, James and Florence

Doyle; sister, Debra Neeley and her
faithful canine companion, Harley.  

A celebration of Judy’s life will take
place at a future date. 

Forsythe Gould Funeral Home, 507 S. State
St., Manhattan has been entrusted with
arrangements. www.forsythegouldfh.com

Judith L. Christensen

A celebration of Life will be held for
Eugene John Kahler, "Gene," 59, of
Arkansas, formerly of Wilmington, who
passed away unexpectedly Aug. 1,
2022, at his home.

Friends and relatives are welcome
to join us on Sunday, Aug. 28 from 2-4
p.m. at Tuffy's Lounge and Patio, 1099
S. Water St., Wilmington.

Born Dec. 15, 1962, in Wilmington,
he was the son of Eugene S. Kahler and
Helen A. Ziller.  Gene graduated from
Wilmington High School in 1981. He was a life-
long Union Sheet Metal and HVAC worker. He
owned and operated his own business, Kahler
Air located in Springdale, AR. Gene was an avid

racer spending many days out on the
track with friends. He also enjoyed
hunting and fishing in his spare time.
Gene had a wild and carefree spirit
and lived every day to the fullest.

Survivors include his fiancé, Tara
Knauls; daughter, Jessica (Jeremy)
Penfield; grandchildren; Stella, Jeremy

Jr. and Weston; son, Jay Mashburn and
mother, Helen Ziller; sisters, Veronica

(Marty) Orr and Valerie Newirth (Patrick
Sharpton).

Gene was proceeded in death by his father,
Eugene S. Kahler and brother, Edward I. Kahler

Eugene Kahler

WILMINGTON—Judith Carol
Rodgers, 79, of Wilmington, passed away
peacefully on Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022 at
Aperion Care in Wilmington.

Born Feb. 8, 1943 in Christopher,
IL, she was a daughter of Elmer and
Lillian Lorene (Turner) Moore. She
was a graduate of Christopher
Community High School class of 1961.
On Aug. 30, 1961 she married Herman
Rodgers, and together they cherished 60
years together. Judith was a member of the
Area #1 Outdoor Club and enjoyed making
porcelain dolls, macramé crafting and sewing
quilts. Her most cherished memories came
from raising her three children and spending
time with her grandchildren and great-grand-
children. She was a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother and sister
who was dearly loved and will be deeply missed.

Survivors include her husband, Herman, of
Wilmington; three children: Buck (Laura)
Rodgers, of Plantation, FL; Richard Rodgers, of
Jewett, IL and Daniel (Stacey) Rodgers, of
Carbon Hill; seven grandchildren: Elizabeth
(Keith) Janzak, Richard (Jessica) Rodgers, Gage

Rodgers, Cheyenne Rodgers, Alaynah
(Bryan) Czemske, Halee Rodgers and
Noah Rodgers; numerous great-grand-
children, one sister, Alberta Novy, of
Godley and dear friend, Miss Rodgers.

Judith was preceded in death by
her parents, two brothers, Don and
Bill; and two sisters, Shirley and Joyce.

The family will receive friends on
Wednesday, Aug. 24. 2022 from 11 a.m.

until time of funeral service at 12:30 p.m.
at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700 E. Kahler

Rd., in Wilmington. Burial will follow in
Oakwood Cemetery in Wilmington.

Preferred memorials in Judith's memory
may be made to the Dementia Ward at Aperion
Care in Wilmington.

Friends and family are encouraged to
upload pictures, sign the online guestbook and
share Judith's page via social media by logging
onto www.BaskervilleFuneral.com.

Funeral arrangements have been made
under the direction and care of Baskerville
Funeral Home. 

Judith Rodgers

ORLAND PARK—Dr. Ruth Virginia
Peters Wegforth, 88, a resident of Orland
Park, IL for 14 years, passed away Aug.
16, 2022 in Orland Park. 

She was born March 20, 1934 in
Olivet, IL to Bryan and Margaret
Peters. She was a University Professor.

She is survived by her husband of
55 years, Robert Wegforth; sons, John
Wegforth (Heidi) and Robert Wegforth
(Debra); daughter, Gayl Jones (Ed); grand-
daughters: Shelby Wegforth, Jennifer
Brenner (Josh) and Jessica Schmidt; grandson,
Austin Wegforth (Mallory); 10 great-grandchil-

dren, sister, Joy Campbell (Dale) and sis-
ter-in-law, Shiela Peters.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, brother, Donald Peters
and two nephews.

Visitation will be held
Thursday, Aug. 25, 4-8 p.m. at First
Nazarene Church, 12725 Bell Road,

Lemont, IL. Funeral services will be
held Friday, Aug. 26, 2022 at 11 a.m. at

the church.
Burial will be at Abraham Lincoln

National
Cemetery at a later date.

Dr. Ruth Virginia Peters Wegforth

DIAMOND—Gene I Borders, 93, of
Diamond, formerly Chicago, Blue Island
and New Lenox, passed away on
Monday, Aug, 22, 2022, at Park Pointe
Nursing and Rehabilitation in Morris.

Born Feb. 4, 1929, in Chicago, he
was a son of Walter Paul and Mary Inez
(Sneed) Borders. On Oct. 11, 1947, he
married Pearl Campbell in Blue Island,
IL and together they cherished 74 years
of marriage. Gene and Pearl lived many
years in Blue Island and New Lenox, IL
before moving to Diamond. He thoroughly
enjoyed wood working and worked as a cabinet
maker for most of his life. Gene was a loving
husband, father and grandfather who cherished
his family and will be deeply missed.

Survivors include his wife, Pearl Borders, of
Diamond; four children: Margaret Howard, of
Rockledge, IL; Janice (Peter) Rossi, of Morris;
Bonnie (Richard) Gill, of Cody, WY and Claude
Borders, of Las Vegas, NV;  16 grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren and six great-great-grand-
children.

Gene was preceded in death by his
parents, two brothers, one half-brother
and one half-sister.

Visitation will be held on
Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022, between the
hours of 6 and 8 p.m. at Reeves
Funeral Home, 75 N. Broadway Street,
one block north of IL 113, in Coal City.

Funeral services will be held on Friday,
Aug. 26, 2022, at 10 a.m. also at the

funeral home. Pastor Joe Schripsema will
officiate, and burial will follow in Chapel

Hill Gardens South Cemetery in Oak Lawn.
Preferred memorials in Gene's memory

may be made to Braceville United Methodist
Church.

Friends and family are encouraged to
upload photos, sign the online guestbook and
share Gene's memorial page via social media by
logging onto www.ReevesFuneral.com.

Funeral arrangements have been made
under the direction and care of Reeves Funeral
Home in Coal City. 

Gene I. Borders

COAL CITY—Avis A. Brancato, 86, of
Coal City, passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 at her home, sur-
rounded by her family.

She was born on Aug. 30, 1935 on
the family farm to William T. and
Laura H. (nee Pierard) Swanson. She
married Sam J. Brancato on Aug. 12,
1956 at the Assumption Catholic
Church. She worked for a few years at
the Joliet Arsenal before becoming a
full time mother and homemaker.

Avis was a wonderful baker. Cookies
and cakes were her specialty. She enjoyed read-
ing and looking over cookbooks to find her next
creations. Sitting in her screen house in her
backyard, Avis took pleasure in watching the
birds and her growing flowers. Ice cream was a
favorite treat of hers and she would eat it three
meals a day, especially enjoying Dean’s
Peppermint flavor. Nightly visits with family
and girl’s trips were some of Avis’s treasured
moments. Most of all, Avis had an amazing
maternal instinct. She was a devoted mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother, but was
also a caregiver to many family members.

She is survived by her children, Renee
(Phil) McLuckie, Randi (Rich) McLuckie, Rhona
(Tom) Hanley and Brad (Karen) Brancato; her
nine grandchildren: Meredith (Daniel) Goode,
Robert (Katie) McLuckie, Erin (Doug) Hitchock,
Ryan McLuckie, Austin (Kassie) McLuckie, Tyler

Hanley, Tanner (Jordan) Hanley, Ali Brancato
and Tessa Brancato; her great-grandchil-

dren: Kane and Mack McLuckie, Abby
and Finn Hitchcock and one on the
way; her sister, Naomi (Gene)
Bianchetta; her sister-in–law, Marie
Swanson and numerous nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, William and Laura Swanson;

her husband of 50 years, Sam Brancato;
her sister and brother-in-law, LaVerne

and Fritz Kelly, her brother, Ernie Swanson
and her brother and sister-in-law, Bill and
Delores Swanson.

Memorials may be directed in Avis’s name
to the Coal City Food Pantry, the Coal City
Library or to the donor’s choice.

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022 at Ferrari Funeral
Services, 1044 Ferrari Dr., Coal City.

Funeral Services will be at 10 a.m. on
Friday, Aug. 26, 2022 at the Ferrari Funeral
Chapel with Pastor Mark Hughey officiating.
Burial will follow at Braceville Gardner
Cemetery.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guestbook at www.
ferrarifuneral.com.

Ferrari Funeral Services of Coal City are
entrusted with arrangements.

Avis A. Brancato

The Illinois Department
of Public Health (IDPH) said it
is providing a one-time bulk
shipment of 1 million over-
the-counter (OTC) COVID-19
rapid antigen tests to K-12
public school districts outside
of Chicago for the upcoming
2022-2023 school year.

The tests will be provided
free of charge.

The tests are being offered
upon request and are intend-
ed to supplement testing at
school districts for the dura-
tion of the upcoming school
year. Only one request is per-
mitted per district. 

The tests will be delivered
to a single hub location in the
district. Districts will then be
responsible for distributing
the tests to their local schools.
The number of tests distrib-
uted will be based on the size
of the district.

The OTC tests are intend-
ed to be distributed or to be
administered in the following

ways:
1) Providing tests to stu-

dents with COVID-19 symp-
toms for at-home use, includ-
ing the testing of family mem-
bers or close contacts.

2) Testing of those who
may have been exposed while
in school.

3) Testing in alignment
with the Illinois Test to Stay
(T2S) program.

The tests are not intended
to be used for regular screen-
ing purposes. IDPH continues
to provide free weekly screen-
ing testing through SHIELD-IL
and the Midwest Coordinating
Center.

For more information
about the State of Illinois’s
efforts to protect school chil-
dren and teachers from
COVID-19, go to:
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid
1 9 / c o m m u n i t y -
g u i d a n c e / s c h o o l -
guidance.html.

IDPH ships 1 million free
COVID-19  tests for schools
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The two days of partisan
political events during the
Illinois State Fair are like
miniature, stripped-down,
informal versions of national
political conventions. They
serve as a sort of kickoff to our
fall campaign season, so they
are usually closely watched by
reporters who cover cam-
paigns and by insiders.

The speeches and organ-
ized theater are usually
allowed to dominate coverage.
Last week, gubernatorial can-
didate Darren Bailey was driv-
en to the Republican Day event
on a large John Deere tractor, a
tailor-made image for TV and
print reporters alike. He then
capably delivered his well-
written speech, which mainly
attempted to paint the incum-
bent Democratic governor as
an out-of-touch billionaire
with soft hands who lives in a
bubble and has no clue what
average folks are going
through.

The “hands” image was at
the core of Bailey’s speech.
“With our hands, and our
sweat, we nurture life, we
strengthen our families, and
we feed the world,” he said.
“Take a look at your hands.
They're probably like mine, a
little swollen, a little calloused,
got scars on ‘em,” he said
before relating the life of a
farmer.

“Companies are leaving,
families are leaving. Some peo-
ple are just throwing their
hands up and giving up,” he

said later in his
address. “But I
mentioned your
hands earlier.
Look at them
again. You and I
are hands-on peo-
ple. We fix prob-
lems all day long.
Now, we've got to
turn our attention
to fixing this great
state,” he contin-
ued.

And then he
contrasted “our”
hands with the wealthy gover-
nor’s. “On Tuesday, I milked a
cow,” Bailey said, which, of
course, involves his hands.
“Last week with JB Pritzker, he
took a picture with the butter
cow. Now don't get me wrong.
The butter cow is amazing. …
But JB and his soft billionaire
hands was safely on the other
side of that protective glass, far
from the work. Kind of like in
his billionaire bubble. I say he
doesn't care. But I want to tell
you something. Maybe he just
doesn't know.”

The hands metaphor was
also used as a means of politi-
cal action: “You can't clear a
field of weeds if you don't pull
them out by the roots, friends,
and the only way to fix Illinois
is to fire JB Pritzker and get the
problem out by the roots.”

Clever.
But images and speeches

rarely make an impact with
news media coverage alone. A
candidate needs money to put

those images and
zingers in TV ads
and to amplify
them throughout
the online world.

And Bailey
still has no money
to do that. His
principal backer,
billionaire Richard
Uihlein, came in
relatively late but
big during the pri-
mary. So, maybe
he’ll eventually do
that again. Bailey

has not yet shown any ability
to raise substantial money on
his own, either before the pri-
mary or since. Bailey’s only
reported contribution last
week was just $1,000.

Since the primary, Uihlein
has contributed $20 million to
Dan Proft’s People Who Play by
the Rules PAC. Proft, a talk-
radio host and political
activist, aired some super-solid
TV ads on Bailey’s behalf dur-
ing the primary, so at first, I
didn’t think it was a huge deal. 

Instead, Proft has reverted
back to running the type of ads
that didn’t win many elections
when he was involving himself
in legislative races (mainly
with Uihlein’s money). His past
few ads, costing $1.8 million at
the time of this writing, simply
feature unknown people who
appear to be talking to an
unseen interviewer just off-
camera.

None of Proft’s independ-
ent expenditure ads mention

Bailey by name. Pritzker isn’t
even featured. If, as I suspect,
Uihlein ultimately wants Proft
to take the helm of Bailey’s
campaign, then Proft isn’t
auditioning well. Bailey’s own
Uihlein-funded primary ads
were infinitely superior to
what’s on TV now. The GOP
ticket situation is currently in
near-disaster mode, with
Bailey under siege, but it’s
gonna be the apocalypse if
somebody doesn’t do some-
thing soon.

Individual candidate
speeches usually matter far
less after the state fair fades to
black. And Bailey showed last
week that he is not quite capa-
ble of taking reporters’ ques-
tions.

Asked about his specific
plan to address gun violence,
for instance, Bailey said, “it
would be nice if we would start
obeying and following the laws
that we have.”

Bailey’s speech and his
Q&A were filled with divisive,
unsubtle code words about
hard-working people being
victimized by their leaders who
must now rise up as one and
smite their abuser.

But it’s still much more
effective than the stuff Uihlein
is paying good money for right
now.

Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

Darren Bailey needs money for good zingers

The gap between the
cheapest vs. most expensive
area gas price narrowed this
week as the cost per gallon
trickled up while some sta-
tions saw a 24-cent drop.

Braidwood area stations
dropped from $4.28/gallon to
$4.04 on Monday, the commu-
nity with the biggest decline.

Wilmington and Coal City
stations average a 10-cent
drop in prices over the week
with an average of $4.25 in
Wilmington and $4.28 in Coal
City.

But the gas war in
Bourbonnais and Joliet may be
over as prices climbed as
much as 15 cents in those
communities. Still, they were
cheaper as $3.79/g average in
Bourbonnais and $3.99/g in
Joliet, according to
GasBuddy.com.

“While some areas saw
gas prices rise slightly last
week, the national average
saw yet another weekly
decline, extending the streak
to 10 straight weeks. The pace
of declines is certainly slowing
down as oil prices have
bounced up slightly. But the
West Coast and Northeastern

U.S. are areas that still may see
gas prices decline, while the
South and Midwest see the
drop fade and potentially
slight increases," said Patrick
De Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy.

Average gasoline prices in
Illinois have fallen 1.5 cents to
$4.24/g Monday. Prices in
Illinois are 62.9 cents per gal-
lon lower than a month ago
and stand $1.02/g higher than
a year ago.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Illinois was priced at
$3.49/g while the most expen-
sive was $5.89/g, a difference
of $2.40/g.

"In addition to falling
gasoline prices, the average
price of diesel has fallen below
$5 per gallon for the first time
since March, likely helping to
cool off aggressive inflation
numbers. Thus far, Mother
Nature has spared us from dis-
ruptions from hurricanes, but
that remains a wildcard as we
head into the peak of hurri-
cane season."

The national average
price of gasoline is $3.86/g.

Local gas prices 
drop 24 cents 
in one week

BY ANDREW HENSEL
THE CENTER SQUARE

Gov. J.B. Pritzker is defending the SAFE-T
Act despite criticisms from law enforcement
statewide that it will make Illinois less safe.

The Safety, Accountability, Fairness and
Equity-Today Act, or SAFE-T Act, abolishes
cash bail beginning in January 2023, overhauls
police training and includes other measures.

Pritzker has come under fire recently as
opponents of the criminal justice measure say
it will allow violent criminals to return to the

street.
At a recent event, Will County State's

Attorney Jim Glasgow pushed for a repeal of the
SAFE-T Act.

"It will destroy the state of Illinois,"
Glasgow said. "I have 640 people in the Will
County jail. All their bonds will be extinguished
on Jan. 1, and 60 are charged with murder."

At an unrelated news conference last week,
Pritzker said the measure had helped the
police.

"The SAFE-T Act does many things that
support local law enforcement," Pritzker said.
"We are providing the funding. We are provid-

ing cameras and ensuring local law enforce-
ment has the necessary resources."

Pritzker also said that the elimination of
cash bail prevents low-level, poorer criminals
from sitting in jail for months at a time.

"We do not want someone in jail because
they were arrested for a low-level crime like
shoplifting to be sitting in jail for months or
maybe even years," Pritzker said. "At the same
time, someone who is a wealthy drug dealer,
perhaps accused of murder and arrested, can
show up with a suitcase full of money and get
out of jail."

State Rep. Adam Niemerg, R-Teutopolis,

told The Center Square that releasing "hard-
ened criminals" does not make the state any
safer.

"Tell me how ending cash bail and releas-
ing hardened criminals onto the streets pro-
tects our neighborhoods," Niemerg said. "I
would ask the people of Chicago if the safety of
their streets is any better, and I think we all
know the answer to that question."

This is the second consecutive year that
violent crime rates in Illinois have risen,
according to a 2022 report by Safewise.com.
The city of Chicago has also seen a 27%
increase in crime over the past two years.

Gov. Pritzker defends end to cash bail despite law enforcement criticisms
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DR. DAVID NAYAK carries a box of fresh sweet corn harvested
from his Grundy County farm. The Greater Chicago Food
Depository sorted and boxed 16,000 pounds of corn donated by
Nayak. 

Photo courtesy of David Nayak

A BIN OF sweet corn from Nayak Farms moves from the Grundy County fields to be loaded and
trucked to a Chicago-area food bank. 

BY KAY SHIPMAN
FARMWEEK

David Nayak bought a
Grundy County farm in
October with a goal to impact
lives and fight hunger. On July
28, the Chicago physician
delivered fresh sweet corn to
two food banks. 

“I think God is calling us
to feed our state,” Nayak told
FarmWeek the day after help-
ing with his first harvest at the
Greater Chicago Food
Depository.

Nayak Farms is working
with Feeding Illinois to donate
fresh sweet corn to food banks
as part of the Farms to Food
Bank initiative. Initiative part-
ners include Illinois Farm
Bureau, Illinois Specialty
Growers Association, Illinois
Farmers Market Association,
University of Illinois Extension
and the Prairie Research
Institute’s Illinois Sustainable
Technology Center.

“The timing is right. We
need all the food we can get,”
said Stephen “Steve” Ericson,
executive director of Feeding
Illinois.

Through Nayak Farms’
efforts, 16,000 pounds of sweet
corn were divided into about
13,200 meals at the Chicago
Food Depository. That same
day, the second of his new,
refrigerated semitrailers deliv-
ered sweet corn to the
Northern Illinois Food Bank in
Geneva.

It seems a guardian angel
and greater power helped
along the way.

A central Illinois native,
Nayak described how he and
his wife, Alicia, concentrated
on food insecurity in Chicago
after medical school. An idea
to establish grocery stores,
possibly in a school, was tied
up in red tape and logistics,
but the couple’s desire to fight
hunger continued.

“I think God is calling us
to do something bigger,” he
remembered telling his wife.

That’s when 160 acres in

Gardner came up for auction
after being owned by the same
family for 100 years. With an
idea to fight hunger by growing
food, the Nayaks attended the
October auction in Dwight,
bought the land, retained the
longtime tenant family and
joined the Kendall-Grundy
Farm Bureau.

Nayak chuckles recalling
when he told his farm opera-
tor, Brian Christensen, about
planting sweet corn to donate
on some acres instead of soy-
beans and field corn.
Christensen guessed they’d
plant half an acre and was sur-
prised to hear Nayak’s goal of
16 acres and 250,000 pounds of
sweet corn.

And the doctor proposed
to spread out sweet corn har-
vest so his farmer staggered
planting. On the last week of
July, two of the 16 acres were
picked. Nayak’s goal is to har-
vest every 10 to 14 days until
mid-October. “I want to grow
the most delicious, best-tast-
ing corn,” he added enthusias-
tically.

Along with the farmland,
other necessities came

through at the right time. After
learning about harvest losses,
Nayak bought a one-row corn
picker that was delivered only
weeks before harvest — “just
in time,” he said. Nayak also
secured the needed trucks,
bins, pallets and boxes to
transport the harvest.

Nayak Farms is donating
the sweet corn to food banks,
while the doctor’s foundation,
Strength to Love, is coordinat-
ing the truck drivers, fuel and
logistics, he explained. “We are
blessed by God to have the
ability to do this,” Nayak said.

The Farm to Food Bank
initiative’s second-year
progress has exceeded expec-
tations, Ericson said, adding
“I’m thrilled with where we
are.”

In addition to Nayak
Farms, the initiative also
gained Gibbs Family Farms in
Woodford County and Roth
Countryside Produce of
Morton along with others. The
initiative’s pilot farm,
Rendleman Orchards in Union
County, has increased its par-
ticipation, Ericson said.

Farm to Food Bank con-

nects food banks with farmers
to buy fruit, vegetables,
cheese, milk, meat and eggs.
Interested farmers may con-
tact Ericson by visiting
FeedingIllinois.org. “I’d rather
spend money on Illinois food
and farmers than on trans-
portation costs. It’s a win-win-
win,” Ericson said.

With big plans and more
ideas, Nayak hopes to donate 1
million pounds of sweet corn
within a few years and provide
off-season donations from a
future building with a cooler
and freezer. His progress may
be guided by a guardian angel,
his late mother Dr. Anjuli
Nayak. “I think my mother is
smiling down,” Nayak said.

This story was distributed
through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press
Association. For more food and
farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.

Nayak Farms delivering on goal to impact lives

The Better Business
Bureau is warning consumers
about a reported text message
scam.

The scammer poses as a
lottery winner named Manuel
Franco. He claims to have won
a $768 million Powerball
Jackpot and is donating to 200
random individuals. These
text messages request that the
victim reach out to the win-
ner’s agent and provide an
alternate phone number to
contact.

The text messages may
come from an out-of-state
area code. The message details
change often, such as the dol-
lar amount being given or the
name of the agent in charge of
dispersing the funds. 

In many cases, the scam-
mer will request banking
information or a fee to send
the funds. If personal informa-

tion is given, it may lead to lost
funds or hacked accounts, and
any fees paid will most likely
never be recovered.

Use BBB’s tips to avoid
this scam:

• Don't pay upfront fees to
claim a prize. No legitimate
sweepstakes company will
ever ask to pay a fee or buy
something to enter or improve
the chances of winning — that
includes paying "taxes," "ship-
ping and handling charges," or
“processing fees” to get a prize.

• Checks can bounce after
the bank allows the account
holder to withdraw cash from
the deposit. Even if a bank rep-
resentative tells you a check
has “cleared,” you can’t be sure
it won’t be detected as a fake
weeks later. One thing you can
be sure of is that you will be on
the hook for any funds drawn
against the amount.

• Be suspicious of irregu-
lar communication. Real
sweepstakes will not notify
you via text or bulk mail. They
will not send a check in the
mail without first confirming
with you. And you won’t be
notified that you are a winner
and have to respond or act
within 24 hours to collect your
prize.

• A notification that you
have won a prize in a contest
you do not remember entering
should be a red flag. Keep track
of all sweepstakes entries so
it's easy to check if a legitimate
contest-related company is
confirming winnings. When
entering, read the fine print
and rules for how prizes are
claimed.

BBB issues warning on text scam
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

2BR apt. in Diamond, 
$650/mo +utilities, no 
pets, 815-302-4406. cc 
33b-36b

Braidwood, 2 BR, stove 
and refrigerator, w/d 
hookup, C/A, garbage 
included, $1,000 month 
plus security, no pets, 
call 815-474-4407. 

BOATS

14 foot Lund fishing 
boat. 8 hp merc, 2 ped-
estal seats. $1,550. 
Call 815-423-6064 or 
779-279-4788.  cc34-36

DUPLEX FOR RENT

One bedroom town-
house with garage for 
rent in Diamond. 
Washer/dryer included. 
Newer building. One 
small pet is ok. Call 
630-383-8198. cc31-34.

Spacious ranch duplex 
with 2 car garage and 
full basement. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 
volume ceilings.  Quiet 
Diamond neighborhood 
with easy access to I55. 
Large yard and very 
clean. $1,850.00 
month. 815-823-9202. 
cc32-35

ESTATE SALES

Estate and Pole Barn 
Sale. 316 S. St. Louis 
St., Elwood, Sat. & 
Sun., August 27th & 
28th, 9am-4pm. Some 
household furnishings, 
small tools, power 
equipment, and many 
miscellaneous items - 
too numerous to list. 
Some items will be 
priced, the rest no rea-
sonable offer will be re-
fused. 40 x 60 pole 
barn jam packed and 
everything must go, so 
don't miss out! ck32-34

GARAGE SALES

211 S. Washington 
Street, Wilmington, Fri-
day & Saturday, August 
26-27 from 8am-4pm. 
Household items, cloth-
ing, some tools, misc. 
items. ca33-34

520 & 535 S. Vermillion 
St., Coal City. Wed., 
Aug. 24, 4-7pm; Thur., 
Fri., & Sat., Aug. 25, 
26, 27, 8am-noon. 
Patio loungers & chairs, 
men’s bicycle, lots of 
misc. ca 34b

713 S. Water Street, 
Wilmington, Fri., Sat., & 
Sun., August 26, 27 & 
28 and Fri., Sat., & 
Sun., Sept. 2, 3 & 4 
from 10am-4pm. Entire 
estate sale, something 
for everyone. ch34-35

Shadow Lakes 
Annual

Flea Market
and yard sale
Non Residents 

invited
Labor Day
Weekend

Sat., Sept. 3
8am-3pm 

Entrance only Gate 3
or 4a off Novy road.  
Maps available at

gates and pavilion. 
For info: 

815-458-3647.
(No entry after 2 p.m.)

ch33-35

Mechanic needed to 
maintain quads, trac-
tors and track vehicles. 
General handyman for 
farm work, drive tractor, 
cut grass, helping with 
dog training. Wilming-
ton area, 40 hours 
wk/12 months. Call 
630-399-4982 before 
6pm in the evening. 
cc33-35

Polk-A-Dot Drive In 
now hiring day staff. 
Work while your kids 
are in school. Stop by 
for an application. 
Braidwood. cc33-36

HELP WANTED

The Coal City Public 
Library District is seek-
ing a part-time, 21 
hour per week Circula-
tion Clerk. Require-
ments include a high 
school diploma and 
computer skills.  Must 
be available days, 
evenings and Satur-
days.  Starting pay is 
$12/hour. Applications 
are available at 85 N. 
Garfield Street, Coal 
City. Please attach a 
resume. ch 34b

VanDuyne Motel is 
looking for part-time 
maintenance man/ 
handy man, working up 
to 25 hrs/week. Also, 
looking for part-time 
housekeeper, working 
8-15 hrs/week. Please 
call 815-476-2801 or 
stop by VanDuyne Mo-
tel at 107 Bridge St., 
Wilmington, IL. Come 
to office and fill out ap-
plication. cc30b-37b

HOMES FOR RENT

354 French Street, 
Braidwood. 3BR, 1BA, 
1 car garage. Large 
deck, large yard renter 
will maintain. Refrigera-
tor and stove are 3 yrs 
old, washer/dryer 6 
months old, Renter is to 
maintain repairs or re-
place appliances. Avail-
able immediately. 
$1,400 month. 1st,  last 
& $2,000 deposit. No 
pets. 779-225-8283. 
ch32-35

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: 16’ fiber glass 
canoe; clean rustic pal-
let wood, great for walls 
& projects. For Free: 
Corner fit whirlpool tub, 
good condition. 
815-476-2805. ca33-35

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

Like new fern green 
sofa, 3 box cushions 
with maple feet, slight 
camel back. $500. 
815-592-0246. cc32-34

Portable Generac Gen-
erator, 6500 watt, 30 
amp power, transfer 
switch kit, 6 circuits. 
$750. Lumber, 2 x 12 x 
14, twelve boards, $15 
each. 815-513-5249. 

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Gas Fireplace Repair
40 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
ck34-33

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. 
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. ck17b-16b

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966. 

STORAGE

TRAILERS

2020 black Interstate 
enclosed trailer, 16’ x 7’ 
x 7’, side door and fold 
down rear ramp door. 
$8,000. Call or text 
815-999-2185. ca32-35

WANTED WANTED TO BUY

*Wanted*Wanted*
Old cars, trucks or mo-
torcycles. Running or 
not. Cash buyer. Larry
815-671-8741. ca29-36

WILMINGTON

WILMINGTON

COAL CITY
Diamond near bike path,
3 BR, 2 BA ranch, CA, 2
car garage, all appliances
included, $1,900 + secu-
rity deposit, small pets
ok, no smoking, 1 yr.
lease, 815-634-8137.

HOMES FOR RENT
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Dear EarthTalk: Are car-
bon capture technologies pie
in the sky or really feasible as
a global warming mitigation
technique?

-- Paul C., Scranton, PA
The short answer is ...

we’ll see. To understand how
to remove carbon dioxide
(CO2) from our atmosphere,
it is important to first look at
how it gets there and why it's
a problem in the first place.

Human activities are the
dominant contributor to CO2
emissions through fossil fuel
burning, electricity consump-
tion and transportation.

According to NASA,
humans have caused
increased CO2 concentrations
by half since the 18th century,
resulting in a 1.8°F tempera-
ture increase. 

This may seem insignifi-
cant, but the consequences
are becoming more and more
apparent, so scientists are
going all out to figure out ways
to limit potentially irreversible
effects moving forward.

Various emission reduc-
tion strategies are being put in
play to help stave off the worst
effects of global warming.

One of the most promis-
ing is so-called “carbon cap-
ture and storage” (CCS).
Technologies that prevent car-
bon from entering the atmos-
phere by storing it have been
around since the mid-1970s,
but only recently have they
scaled up to meet the
demands of larger industrial
settings.

There are three steps to
CCS: capturing, transporting
and storing. First, CO2 is sepa-

rated from other gasses that
are released during industrial
processes.

Next, the CO2 is trans-
ferred through pipelines
where it is then stored and
often repurposed. Currently,
there are 80 facilities in the
process of implementing CCS,
and 16 that have already done
so. Its removal efficiency is tar-
geted at 90 percent, with some
able to reach 95-99 percent.

CCS is definitely a feasible
method for removing CO2
from the atmosphere. Most
carbon emissions come direct-
ly from a facility; the biggest
advantage of CCS is its ability
to prevent CO2 from escaping
right from the source.

The International Energy
Agency estimates that CCS is
capable of removing up to 20
percent of CO2 from industrial
facilities.

Also, other greenhouse
gasses like nitric oxide and sul-
fur dioxide can also be
sequestered. The CO2 that is
captured can also be utilized
for the creation of other com-
mercial products like concrete
and polymers.

Geologically stored CO2
can be repurposed to collect

geothermal heat, meaning
geothermal energy can be
extracted sustainably. 

While this does sound like
a perfect solution to our prob-
lems, there are some potential
pitfalls.

Although CCS does have
high efficiency, the 90 percent
of CO2 being removed isn’t
enough, considering where we
are with emissions now. With
the race to develop maximum
removal CCS projects, the
costs increase greatly as well. 

According to the Global
CCS Institute, the 26 plants
created as of 2021 have only
removed 0.1 percent of emis-
sions, meaning that for this
technology to be suitable, it
would have to be applied in
every industrial facility, global-
ly—right now.

So we have a situation
where the costs outweigh the
benefits, and due to its

unpromising results“ …there’s
no way it can actually improve
to be better than replacing
coal or gas with wind or solar
directly,” says Stanford’s Mark
Jacobson. “The latter will
always be better, no matter
what, in terms of the social
cost.” 

Most environmental
advocates agree that focusing
on renewables is the best
course of action to reduce our
greenhouse gas emissions.

But CCS nevertheless
remains a viable weapon in
the arsenal of climate change
fighters. With the various tech-
nologies advancing, it will play
an especially important role as
a bridge to a sustainable future
for the planet.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

What carbon capture technologies can do for our enviroment

CARBON CAPTURE & storage was once viewed as a game chang-
er in efforts to stave off climate change, but is it too little too late
now?

BY KEVIN BESSLER
THE CENTER SQUARE

If you are a believer in
the Farmers' Almanac win-
ter predictions, you may
not want to hear what they
have to say about Illinois.

The publication is
warning readers that this
winter will be filled with
plenty of shaking, shivering
and shoveling.

Managing editor Sandi
Duncan says the forecast
comes from a formula that
has been used since 1818.

“It uses a variety of fac-
tors, including various
cycles involving the moon,
as well as the sun, planets
position and a variety of
other factors,” Duncan
said.

Duncan says Illinois
will experience the harsh-
est weather at the first of
the year.

“For your area, the
middle of January looks like
brutally cold conditions
and could bring tempera-
tures as low as minus 20
degrees,” she said.

The Farmers’ Almanac
is issuing a “hot chocolate
warning” for people in

eastern and southern
states. That is because a
cold December and a very
cold January are expected.
They note the good news is
that milder temperatures
will arrive in February.

Folks in the southeast
will also see cold tempera-
tures in January.

“Fortunately for the
snowbirds, February will
likewise warm the region to
near-normal winter season
temperatures overall,”
according to the Almanac.

Checking on another
source, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Climate
Prediction Center shows
near normal temperatures
for Illinois from December
through February, but
above average precipita-
tion.

As for the Farmers’
Almanac prediction accu-
racy, Duncan said it is usu-
ally spot on.

“People who follow the
Farmers’ Almanac forecast
say we are about 80 to 85
percent accurate, but I do
think they give us a little
more leeway than you give
your local forecasters,”
Duncan said.

Farmers' Almanac 
releases winter 
prediction for Illinois

The Forest Preserve of Will County will host a volunteer
morning, Sept. 13, from 10 a.m to 1 p.m. at the Braidwood
Dunes and Savanna Nature Preserve, Reed Township. Make a
difference in your community by volunteering for the Forest
Preserve District.

Complete an online wavier at ReconnectWithNature. org to
participate. If you have a 2022 waiver on file, RSVP to volunteer
services supervisor Emily Kenny at 815-722-7364 or
ekenny@fpdwc.org. All ages. Activities will include seed collec-
tion.

Volunteers needed to collect
seeds at Braidwood Dunes

The Elwood Children's
Garden will host Dixieland
Band on Tuesday, Sept. 13
from 7-8 p.m. as part of its free
music in the garden summer
programs.

In case of inclement
weather the show will be
moved to the Elwood Church
at 101 N. Chicago St.

Dixieland Band visit 
at Elwood Garden
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BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

They say time flies
when you’re having fun but
you don’t really ever believe
it until you have a job that
makes every day fly by. 

Four years have flown
by during my time here at
the Free Press Newspapers
as Wilmington, Coal City
and Reed-Custer’s sports
reporter. 

I truly loved this job and
I’m sad to leave because I
learned so much while I was
here. I honestly wish I could
stay. 

I was two years out of
college, having bounced
around from job to job. I
never really found a job that
was stable and a job that I
felt I wasn’t even working at
all. That’s what I found here.
I cherished every single sec-
ond I spent in front of the
computer screen typing out
weekly stories as well as the
time I spent out in the field
at games taking photo-
graphs. 

That’s been my passion.
I love writing and I’ve devel-
oped a love for photography
that I can keep with me for-
ever. 

Prior to taking this job I
had never operated a still
camera. I had done some
videography while in college
at Illinois State which
helped me follow the speed
of sports but that also had a
big learning curve.

At first, I was a little
shaky with the camera try-
ing to get used to every-
thing. But it was within a
year that I started to see
improvement so much so
that I captured my first state
award in 2019 for a shot I
took of a Coal City ballcarri-
er crossing the goal line for a
touchdown. 

I was so ecstatic when I
received that award because
I hadn’t really ever won any-
thing that prestigious
before. All I knew was I
wanted to do even better.

The next year I started
to focus on my photos and
how I was taking them, and
how to make them  better.

The next year, however,
was 2020 when COVID-19
put the fear in all of us. Boy,
what a rough year to be a
sports reporter when no
sports were happening! Still,
I was able to take some pho-
tos during wrestling season
and basketball season, one
of which earned of fourth
place for my second state
award. The photo was of a
Coal City basketball player I
caught in mid-air while
attempting to dunk the bas-
ketball. During the actual
pandemic, I was unable to
really go cover things so I
had to come up with some
stories basically out of thin
air. 

I am grateful I had pub-
lisher Eric Fisher to help me
brainstorm. That really
saved me. If I hadn’t, I don’t
think the  ‘For the Record’ or
the ‘Dream Team’ stories
would have ever been writ-
ten.

It wasn’t just during the
pandemic. Eric was there all
the time to give me ideas
and to help me come up
with questions to ask coach-
es or players depending on
what kind of feature story I
was writing. That’s the way a
boss is supposed to be and I
had a great one, the best.

If there was one thing
good during the pandemic
is it helped me become a
better sports reporter. I
learned more about writing
in one year than I did during
my high school and college
years. It involved research-
ing newspaper archives for
old records while reaching
out to coaches and athletic
directors to get things veri-
fied. It was a tough time but
I’m glad it happened
because my writing never
would have developed as I
was forced to think harder
and do more in-depth while
high school sports was on
pause.

I prayed for the day
when the sports lockdown
would be lifted. Not only did
I want the fantasy stories to
end as I was running out of
ideas, but there were senior
athletes across the state who
deserved a chance to play
again.

When we were told
reporters and spectators
were allowed back, I must
have jumped with celebra-
tion as I was so happy to get
a camera back in my hands. 

The only drawback was
we had to wear a mask and
couldn’t be too close to the
basketball floor. That was a
small price to pay for the
chance to get back out there
going to games and taking
photos.

It was the weirdest
spring, winter and summer
schedule that the IHSA had
cooked up to get all the kids
back in their sports. 

It went by the risk level
of each sport  which meant
basketball went first with
volleyball and football. That
transitioned into track,
baseball, girls soccer, soft-
ball and wrestling. 

It was a great opportu-
nity to take photos and I
took one of my two award
winning shots during that
time. It was a second place
photo of a Reed-Custer pole
vaulter clearing the cross-
bar. I knew that would get
some attention at the
Illinois Press Association
contest but didn’t know it
would nab second.

I sent through a couple
other photos I took during
that shortened season but
no dice. 

My other award win-
ning shot I took during one
of my favorite events I’ve
ever done here, the USA
Waterskiing Championship
that was held at Waters
Edge. I took a shot of a
wakeboarder from Germany
flipping over a wake and I
captured her face in mid-air.
I was surprised I got a fourth
on that shot. That shot was a
winner in my book. I didn’t
see the winner but that was
beside the point.  I also
wrote another really inter-
esting article that I submit-
ted about a professional
skier. I thought that would
get recognized but writing is
not where I excel. Still, I did
win a writing award in a
story that was made honor-
ing the Reed-Custer football
team. 

I wrote about the last 13
seconds of the quarterfinal
football game with 13 thank
yous directed towards the
Comets. It ran on the front
page and took 3rd place in
the state.

Being a sports writer
has been a privilege. I was
often given the best seat in
the house at high school
sporting events, walking the
sidelines at DeKalb for the
state football championship
for the Wildcats, watching
the comeback Comets get to
within 13 seconds of
advancing to the Final Four
in football, seeing  Lady
Coalers’ fierce play at the
volleball net, some top-
notch pitching by high
school softball and baseball
players.

I’ve had a blast in the
spot I’ve been in for so long
which is why it pains me to
leave and to write this
farewell. But the time has
come for me to move on.

I intend to move to the
Naperville area  Before
doing that, 

I’ll be working for a
truck brokering company in
Mokena called Coso
Logistics. I guess it’s the next
chapter in my life and I hope
it includes a move north to
be closer with to my girl-
friend.

I will cherish the time I
spent making friendships
while working for the Free
Press, A big thanks to the
players, coaches and ADs
for helping me with your
quotes and comments. But
mostly, thank you for being
a reader.

Long sad 
to leave the
Free Press

BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

The Comets have an exciting young
group of soccer players back after a
record-breaking year last year.

The Comets, who finished seventh in
the conference with a 5-14-1 (1-6) had
their season come to an end in the region-
al championship loss to Beecher. They
did, however, beat Bishop McNamara 4-1
to get to the championship game. 

“We were happy with where we were
at,” said RCHS soccer coach Andy
Gleixner. “There were a few games where
we played well enough to win. We kept up
in the Streator game and we lost to them
1-0. They were a good team. Coal City we
had on the ropes. It was a one goal game
at half-time and we were going to have all
we could handle so I thought we had a
very successful season last year. We knew
it was a reload season and it was kind of
chin check to see where we are with the
rest of the group. I think we definitely
proved we can play with a lot of teams in
the conference and the area after last year

Reed-Custer was happy with their
success last year and it wouldn’t have
been possible without the Reed-Custer
Soccer Club.

“Our soccer club is doing great things.
A few years ago we were able to start
bringing them out for senior night and
they do a lot of great things, they have a lot
of great coaches--some of those coaches
are some of my soccer players’ parents. We
have a really good group of eighth graders
coming in. I have a really good group of
sophomores and freshmen that are play-
ing with us this year so not only this year
but what they’ve been able to give us mov-
ing forward. We’ve got a lot of great things
coming ahead.”

The Comets start the season Tuesday
with Westmont but won’t dip into confer-
ence play before competing  in the
Somonauk Tournament (8/27). They’ll hit
the ground running in the ICE with Lisle
on Tuesday, Aug. 30. Manteno comes to
town on Sept. 1 before they head to
Peotone. 

They’ll be away against Coal City
(9/29) before the regionals begin on
Saturday, Oct. 8.

This year, they’re in pursuit of more
wins and hopefully another chance at a
regional title. They’ll have to beat teams in
the Illinois Central Eight Conference to
get there.

“Yeah, we want to compete with a
tough conference and we think we’ll be
right there but Lisle will be top of the con-
ference again. They’ve got a lot of guys
coming back. Lisle going to be a tough
out. Herscher is back to where they were.
Last year was not where Herscher’s stan-
dard was at--they struggled last year but
they’re back. They’re going to be back in
the top four. They’ve got that Jaden kid in
the middle who is a really good player.
Coal City is going to be tough again.
They’ve got Hawkins up top who is an All-
Sectional player. We think we can play
with all these teams. I think we can go
compete for a regional in our area with the
Coal City’s and the Beecher’s and the
Herscher’s, and really make a name for
ourselves this year.”

They’ve got the tools to get just there
as leading scorer Danny Kuban is coming
back. Kuban was a machine a year ago,
pounding through 23 goals to set the sin-
gle-season goal record.  Graduate Braxton
Brassard set the single-season assists
record last year as it was a year of records.

“It’s nice to have those guys back,”
said Gleixner. “That group of juniors that
we’ve been working with since they were
freshmen. Obviously, Danny’s numbers
speak for themselves but I think really the
backbone of the team is going to be these
unsung guys, our defenders. Those guys
who won’t show up on the stat sheets but
we’ve got a lot of heart and a lot of athletes
on the team that we’re excited about.”

Stephen Condreay will be one of
those unsung guys and will do his work
from inside the goal. 

“He’s going to be a captain along with
Danny. He’ll be back in goal for us. He’s
been outstanding this summer and has
been a great leader. In goal, he’s usually an
athletic kid.

Gleixner likes that he has back seniors
Josh Sprinkles and Jake Ozee, who will
play a center back position.

“After a couple guys graduated last
year those guys stepped right into the cen-
ter back area. 

They’re fortunate to have Logan

Leckrone back, who unfortunately only
play a little bit last season due to an injury.

“He got hurt in our first game after a
great offseason last year. We’re glad he’s
back.

Seniors Ryan Bushue and Christian
Koca will be sharing time on the left side. 

Senior forward Mendi Alieu is also
back. He scored two goals last year and
controlled the ball nicely.

“He had a really good run before he
went down with an injury.”

Joining this group of guys will be Jack
Krall, 

“Right back in Jack Krall who is a
sophomore. He got a lot of valuable min-
utes for us last year. 

Wyatt Crater will taking over a center
midfielder position after Brassard gradu-
ated.

“I’m  really excited with how the older
group and the younger group are combin-
ing.”

They hope this season they won’t
have as many injuries to deal with. They
will rely on their experience and leader-
ship to lead them.

“We have a lot of depth and veteran
leadership. I just kind of mentioned the
top 11 we had. We’ve got a couple younger
guys Brady Schultz and freshmen Jayden
Busta who will be starting for us. Then, we
have some other guys that will come off
the bench at each defensive midfield.
We’re really excited about it. Guys who can
put the ball in the net up front, some
hard-nosed kids on the defense that are
going to be big walls for us on the defen-
sive end. We’re just really excited about
this group and where they can go.”

Gleixner is now the longest tenured
soccer coach in the ICE going into his 17th
year of coaching the Comets. 

“Paul (Kohorn) from Lisle. He retired
last year and we had our postseason meet-
ing for All-Conference and I kind of made
a joke and said I don’t feel like it but now
I’m the longest soccer coach in the confer-
ence right now. It’s exciting though. Every
year is something new with a great group
of kids.”

Gleixner will have track coach Rich
Bell with him to coach the JV team.

“He’s doing a great job  these guys so
we’re excited about that too.”

Experienced Comets hope to
make some noise in the ICE

Talk about a thriller!
The Reed-Custer Middle

School A softball team scored
seven runs in the final inning
to edge Saratoga 10-9 on
Monday.

They trailed 9-3 after six
innings when they rallied for
the victory to improve to 7-1
overall, 3-1 in the conference.

Amber Syc hit a double
her last turn at bat to score the
winning run. She finished
with three walks and the lone
double with two RBIs and a
stolen base.

Taylor Bova also doubled
in a run  and scored a run.
Tallying two runs each were
Reese Brown and Mackenzie
Foote who both singled.
Sophie Moyers also had an
RBI single. She lasted seven
innings on the mound, giving
up 10 hits while striking out 12
and walking three.

RCMS 16, Morris 1
The Lady Panthers were

hot at the plate, pounding out
16 hits on Thursday to defeat
Morris 16-1.

The RCMS softball team
erupted for 11 runs their first
turn at bat and never looked
back during a four-inning
rout.

Lady Panther pitcher
Reese Brown held Morris
scoreless through two innings,

striking out two and walking
one. Kirstin Klein threw the
next two frames, not giving up
a hit while striking out two
and walking one.

Amber Syc led RCMS at
the plate, batting 4-for-4 with

three RBIs while scoring three
times. Kamryn Wilkey finished
3-for-4 with one RBI while
scoring three runs. Brown
went 2-for-2 with three RBIs
while scoring twice.

Other Lady Panthers with

hits included Mackenzie
Foote with a two-run triple,
Brooklyn Gonzalez with a
double while Gracie
Robinson, Kamrynn Skoneski
and Klein with an RBI single
apiece while scoring a run.

Lady Panthers rally in 7th to beat Saratoga

Photo by Zadie Sims

FIELDING THE BALL for the Reed-Custer Middle School B softball team last week is Avery Vanek.

Photo by Zadie Sims

THROWING OUT the base run-
ner during an infield play for the
Lady Panther B softball team is
Maeley Bohac.

Subscribe today
freepressnewspapers.com
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BY SHAWN LONG
SPORTS WRITER

The Reed-Custer volleyball team has a new
coach with a new mindset for the 2022 season. 

As previously reported, Alyssa Tiangco
stepped in to take the varsity coaching job after
previous coach Jen Patten stepped down.

The Lady Comets finished 7-27-1 as the
seventh ranked team in the Illinois Central
Eight Conference.  They hit their stride towards
the end of the year and actually played one of
their best volleyball games against Prairie
Central in the first round of the playoffs. They
took the match to three sets and played them
tougher than any team had but wound up just
short. 

“While I was watching their season unfold
last year, I had one key thought in my head and
that was for the girls to fight and don’t give up so
quickly,” said Tiangco. “I know they’ll be alright
though this year because they’ve got a lot of
drive and passion for the sport. I’ve got quite a
few who play club ball as well and it shows on
the court how much they love the game, and
put their work in.”

Along with their drive and passion, they
have height, and really good hitters. 

Their main one is junior Mackenzie Keller,
who led the team with 111 kills and 42 aces.
Tiangco is so excited to have her back in what
she brings to the team on both sides of the ball.

“She is an all-around strong player who
puts 110% into the sport.”

Along with her, senior middle blockers Laci
Newbrough and Kaitlyn Fisher will lead them.

Newbrough is solid at blocking hits. She led

the team with 65 blocks. She also pounded
down 88 kills which means she can also be used
on both sides of the ball.

“She’s a strong middle player on both
offense and defense.

Fisher was second on the team, rejecting 60
hits last season. It’s going to be critical that they
work together in shutting down good hitters
from other teams. Keller will also mix in and
block quite a few hits. 

Junior setter Adi Fierro and junior middle
blocker Kaylee Tribble will also get some time at
the varsity level.

Fierro can make or break a play. More times
than not, she is right on with her sets, making
most plays.

“She is a great setter and communicator
with her team. She hustles after every ball and
gets it where it needs to go.

Tribble is another tall girl who uses her
length at the net. She will be key when rotating
with Newbrough and Fisher. Tiangco has been
impressed by both.

“She is yet another strong middle player.
Her defensive skills are amazing as is her hit-
ting. 

Joining them on the roster is senior setter

Halie LaGrange,  senior right side hitter Haley
Budick, junior outside hitter Mackenzie Welker,
junior defensive specialist Beth Crater, junior
right side hitter Hannah Budick, junior outside
hitter Grace Cavanaugh and senior right side
hitter Savana Helton.

Those players will help the team focus on
their goals which are working on their mental
game while they try to compete with the ICE
conference. 

“One strength for us is having the new
coach. This helps the team have a new mindset
and outlook on the season. One of the main
things I’d like to do is to work on the girls’ men-
tal game--not giving up and having the confi-
dence to play their game. They have it in them
to be great players. It’s just getting past that
mental road block.”

Tiangco and the girls are all on the same
page. They’re going to try to use that to their
advantage.

“I have experience being a recent player
and the freshmen coach last year. I’ve talked
and worked with these girls during tourna-
ments and games last season, and we build a
good connection and communicate well
together. I want to help my team improve their

individual skills and mindsets as well as mesh
together as a team on and off the court. I’d also
like to improve our record compared to previ-
ous seasons.

The ICE Conference is stacked every year in
volleyball and they’re led by Manteno,
Wilmington and Herscher, who all finished at a
three-way tie for first last year. Tiangco is excit-
ed for the challenge and ready to see the girls
they face.

“As a new varsity coach, it's hard to say.
There is a lot of great competition in the area!
Which is a double edged sword - it's giving my
team and me the drive to improve and compete
with the best, but sometimes that can be tough
to beat.The teams in the area have strong
coaches and natural born players giving them
the strength to be up on that leader board.” 

They’ll start with some non conference
opponents before they head to Herscher on
Tuesday, Aug. 30. They’ll play a home game with
Herscher on Sept. 27.

After Herscher, they will host Manteno
(9/1) and Lisle (6) back-to-back before head to
Peotone (9/8). Their first large tournament will
be the Sandwich Invite on Sept. 10 before they
welcome in Wilmington on Sept. 13.

The Lady Comets will head to Coal City
“(9/20), host Streator (9/22) before they com-
pete in their hosted Lady Comet Classic on
Sept. 24.

They’ll play their second games with their
conference teams before starting regionals on
Oct. 24.

Tiangco will be in her first season, having
Lauren Homerding back to coach the JV team,
and Madison Hiestand to coach the freshmen
team.

Lady Comets have new coach, new mindset for 2022
“I KNOW THEY’LL BE ALRIGHT THOUGH THIS YEAR BECAUSE THEY’VE GOT A LOT

OF DRIVE AND PASSION FOR THE SPORT. I’VE GOT QUITE A FEW WHO PLAY CLUB BALL
AS WELL AND IT SHOWS ON THE COURT HOW MUCH THEY LOVE THE GAME, 

AND PUT THEIR WORK IN.”

ALYSSA TIANGCO 
LADY COMET VOLLEYBALL COACH
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A LITTLE HIGH for his liking, Reed-Custer batter Josh Creger holds off on his swing during
Thursday’s seventh grade game played at home.

Photo by Zadie Sims

MATTHEW KUBAN runs the bases for the 7th grade Panthers on
Thursday when they defeated Wilmington 11-0

Panthers B team defeated
Wilmington 11-0 as two pitch-
ers combined to throw a
shutout.

Kaiden Kline went three
innings, allowing zero runs on
one hit and striking out eight.
Kenny Hopf threw two shutout
innings in relief out of the
bullpen.

The Panthers tallied 11
hits with Kline and Cole Yeates
having multiple hits.

RCMS 22, G-SW 0
The Panthers B team

defeated Gardner-South
Wilmington 22-0 as Jagger
Garcia and Caedon
Baumgartner pitched the
shutout on Monday.

The Panthers racked up
20 hits with Matthew Kuban
collecting four, Jagger, Cole
Yeates, Caedon Baumgartner,
Josh Creger, and Trent
Boudreau each had multiple.

JV Panthers
shutout
Wilmington,
pound G-SW

The Reed-Custer 8th
grade baseball team fell to
GSW 4-0 on Monday.  

Jeffrey Wolford had a solid
outing on the mound allowing
just 1 earned run over 5
innings while striking out 10.
Corbin Neese struck out 3 in 2
scoreless innings of relief.

Alex Fierro, Logan Bean,
and Neese each had a hit a
piece.  The Panthers are back
in action Thursday at Coal
City in the opening round of
the IVC tournament.

R-C 8th graders
fall to G-SW

Photo by Zadie Sims

JUNIOR VARSITY COMET Brady Tyree gains extra yardage during the Reed-Custer scrimmage on
Friday night.

Comets ready to 
kick-off a new season

Photo by Zadie Sims

RUNNING THE
BALL during the
Meet the Comets

night scrimmage on
Friday is Dominic

Alaimo. The
Comets will kick-off
the 2022 season at

home on Friday in a
game against

Elmwood Park.

See sports action photos at 
www.freepressphotos.smugmug.com
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