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DEVELOPER MIKE GUINTA (standing) shows a map of the parcel of the old Tryner farm to residents during a meeting of the planning
and zoning board on Aug. 7. Guinta hopes to redevelop into commercial, industrial, and residential lots. The initial proposal was not
well received in the hour-long meeting.

Development proposal for Division Street hits a wall

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

A plan to develop 78 acres
of the Tryner farm that sits
between Division and Center
Streets was brought to the city
of Braidwood’s Planning and
Zoning Board this week.

But the hearing turned
into what can only be
described as a hot mess, with
residents yelling at the devel-
oper, the members of the zon-
ing board, and in some cases,
each other.

The property, located at
1121 N. Division St., is owned
by Ensure Construction,
which is operated by develop-
er Michael Guinta.

Guinta, whose construc-
tion company has also built
dozens of homes inside the
Townes of Braidwood subdivi-
sion, purchased the property

in December 2022 for
$537,972.
Last month, signs

announcing the public hear-
ing for development of the
land went up along Division
Street, and neighbors in close
proximity were notified of the
public hearing via certified
mail.

But when those notices
were also shared on social
media, residents immediately
expressed frustration with the
site being developed, and the
lack of information regarding
those plans.

Per the public notice,
which was also printed in the
July 19 and July 26 editions of
the Braidwood Journal, the
public hearing was being held
“for a zoning amendment to
allow multi-family residential
fronting on Center, busi-
ness/commercial on Division,
and Industrial on interior.”

The hearing notice did
not include information about
annexation, which would
need to be complete along
with any other zoning amend-
ments as the property is not
currently within the city lim-
its.
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“WE’RE OPEN FOR DISCUSSION, WE'RE OPEN FOR
CHANGES, WE'RE OPEN FOR SOMETHING THAT
WILL BE GOOD FOR THE TAX BASE HERE THAT WON'T
BE A DEMAND ON THE SCHOOL SYSTEM... WE TRIED TO
CREATE SOMETHING THAT WILL WORK FOR ME,

I’M IN THE BUSINESS TO MAKE MONEY. BUT, I'M
ALSO IN THE BUSINESS TO MAKE COMMUNITIES
BETTER, AND THAT S WHY WE WANT YOUR INPUT.”

MICHAEL GUINTA
BUILDER/DEVELOPER

More than 50 people
attended the hearing on
Monday, Aug. 7 at City Hall.

Guinta kicked off the
hearing with a brief presenta-
tion on the project, which
included only vague descrip-
tions of his plans for the prop-
erty.

“This is a proposal, it’s a
suggestion as to what we
would think is best for this
property,” Guinta said. “You
may not think so, which is per-
fectly fine. We're open for dis-
cussion, were open for
changes, we're open for some-
thing that will be good for the
tax base here that won't be a
demand on the school sys-
tem... We're looking for
employment, a lot of people
could walk to work here, sev-
eral of which have asked me
about this. So, we tried to cre-
ate something that will work
for me, I'm in the business to
make money. But, I'm also in
the business to make commu-
nities better, and that’s why we
want your input.”

Guinta said the property
was unique, because it pre-
sented with potential for mul-
tiple types of development.

The proposal, which did
not include any specific draw-
ings, would include commer-

cial development along
Division Street, such as
retail/shopping develop-

ments, industrial/warehouse
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in the center, and four-story
apartment buildings fronting
Center Street. Guinta said
there would also be water
retention in the center/indus-
trial area, to not cause issues
with flooding or stormwater
retention.

But when the planning
and zoning board opened the
public hearing, the room
erupted into chaos, with few
people following the rules of
order and instead shouting
out their questions, concerns,
and objections to the develop-
ment.

When asked how many
apartments are anticipated for
the multi-family residential
area of the development,
Guinta’s response drew an
audible collective gasp from
the crowd.

“It could be 400,” Guinta
said. “If you have ever traveled
I-55 at Cass Avenue, if you're
familiar with that area, right
behind public works there is a
five-story all brick condo
building. Beautiful. Very nice
buildings, that’s what I would
work on that end, four sto-
ries.”

That comment immedi-
ately prompted several com-
ments about the burden so
many people could place on
the school system. Guinta also
did not have any preliminary
drawings for apartments, but
did say there would likely be
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multiple buildings.

From there, questions
came from a handful of people
who took to the microphone,
but most of those questions
came as shouts from the
room.

Asked about what kind of
jobs the development could
create, Guinta said that was
still open.

“We’re looking for manu-
facturers, we're looking for a
Menards, we're looking for a
Walmart, we're looking for
those kinds,” Guinta said.

When asked if the apart-
ment complex was meant to
accommodate Section 8 hous-
ing, Guinta said he had no
intention of creating Section
8/low income housing, but
was not clear if he would be
the landlord of the site or if the
residential buildings would be
sold or under a management
company.

Residents also had ques-
tions about truck traffic, the
burden a large residential and
industrial/commercial devel-
opment could place on the
police and fire districts, the
development being placed on
old coal mine shafts, adding
additional store fronts when
vacant properties are already
in town, heavy traffic on the
predominantly  residential
Center Street, and flooding.

One of the biggest con-
cerns raised was whether such
a large development would
impact the small town feel of
Braidwood, with residents
arguing that they moved to
Braidwood to avoid a heavy
concentration of people and
industrial businesses.

“Maybe we'll just do this
whole thing industrial, how
about that,” Guinta responded
to a question about whether
Braidwood can handle an
influx of residents.

“If we don’'t have answers
and we don’t have control,
then we should probably just

SEE HEARING, PAGE 2
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JACK BARKER’S ANIMAL sculptures have been the center point of
the city’s roadside attraction on Route 66, known since 2012 as the
Braidwood Zoo. The animals will remain on the site for the fore-
seeable future, but the city is still looking to eventually re-develop
the lot for commercial/retail use.

Z00 animals remain caged as
property development stalls

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

More than a year after the
City of Braidwood eyed the site
of the Braidwood Zoo for
potential retail development,
there’s still no sign of anything
changing at the roadside
attraction.

City Administrator Tony
Altiery said that at this time,
any changes with the property
are in a holding pattern.

“We've have proposals
from people whod like to
come in and build businesses
there, but at this point none of
them have followed through or

had success with their corpo-
rate entities OKing that spot to
build on,” Altiery said. “If
someone was to come up and
ask us, is that for sale, we'd like
to put this business there, we
would entertain it.”

The city has made efforts
to clean up the area a bit,
mending the broken fence
around the zoo, removing the
broken flag pole, and adding
flowers to the landscaping.

However, as the years go
on, the animals have no choice
but to weather along with the
hot summers and cold winters.

SEE ZOO0, PAGE 2

Love’s Travel

Center

construction could start
this fall in Wilmington

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

WILMINGTON — After a
contentious public hearing
last November, the
Wilmington City Council
approved an Annexation
agreement that will allow
Love’s to build a Travel Center
at River Road and Route 53.
But despite the initial timeline
to break ground this past
spring, dirt has yet to be
moved.

This month, the
Wilmington City Council
approved an amendment to
that annexation agreement,
fixing an issue that was help-
ing to create the delay.

On Aug. 1, a public hear-
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ing was held on that amend-
ment, which included a
change to the legal description
of the map of the property.
City attorney Bryan
Wellner told members of the
council that the entrance drive
into the property was not
included properly on the ini-
tial map of the property in the
initial agreement. Wellner said
there was also a scrivener’s
error on the description of the
property which was being
struck in the amendment.

SEE LOVES, PAGE 2
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