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The Braidwood City Council held
the first of three Town Hall meetings
on July 25, and despite a lot of chatter
over social media, the hour-long Q&A
was mostly quiet, with residents ask-
ing just a handful of questions about
development, finances, and city serv-
ices.

The meeting attracted about 30
members of the public, with a variety
of issues brought up and city leaders
giving the following answers:

Grants — One resident asked if
the city was working on any specific
grants currently. City Administrator
Tony Altiery said that while there are
none in the works, he also added that
a problem that gets in the way of
receiving grant funding is matching
grants.

“In the past three years, we have
not had enough money to do match-

ing grants,” Altiery said. “We were try-
ing to dig out of a $3.5 million hole, so
a matching grant for $500,000, we
don’t have another $500,000 to put
into that.”

Business Development — Asked
about projects currently in the works,
Altiery said that Ultimate Rides is
expected to be open and operational
by the end of the year.

When it comes to the develop-
ment of the D’Orazio and Arnie Bauer
dealerships, Altiery said there was a
meeting last week and the final subdi-
vision development platting has been
complete. 

Altiery noted that the dealerships
are hopeful to break ground this fall,
but it is possible that will be pushed
to spring.

Altiery also noted that the city is
currently working on plans to further
develop that area of EZ Street where
the dealerships will be located.

“We are talking to some hotels

and some other [businesses], but, we
don’t have anything definite on that,
and we try not to say where they’re
going or who is doing it for the pur-
pose of other towns trying to reach
out,” he said.

Altiery said businesses that
might be a good fit for EZ Street, such
as hotels or gas stations, are unlikely
to come to the city until the new deal-
erships are up and running.

“They want to see the Ford and
Chevy dealers start before anybody is
even considering coming in,” Altiery
said. “Everything we do is not a today.
We’re shooting for the future. We have
to shoot for next year and the year
after and the year after, 10 years from
now. When a business comes to
town… it can take anywhere from
one, to two, to three years before one
piece of dirt gets moved. There is
engineering, attorneys, development,
designs, we’ve been working on the
Ford dealership… for 18 months, and

they just now finished the drawings
for the building. So, it looks like all the
engineering is should be done this
week, they could start dirt work if they
want but we’re still discussing that.
These things take time. Nothing that
is going to be a big project, $30- 40-
50- 60 million project, it takes time to
get started.”

The administrator also noted
that Arnie Bauer has acquired
Community GMC in Wilmington,
which means Arnie Bauer will be
bringing both Buick and GMC to the
site.

As far as the planned Reed Road
truck stop, Altiery said the engineer-
ing is near complete, but the compa-
ny is restructuring as one of the five
partners is being bought out by the
others.

Altiery added that there is also a
15,000 square foot auto shop plan-
ning to build on North Division
Street.

Finances — Asked about how the
city can avoid falling into a deficit
again, Altiery said that when the pre-
vious administration under Mayor
Bob Jones got into office, bills were
$300,000 to $350,000 per every two
week period, and payroll was closer to
$160,000.

The city has worked to reel in
that spending, with current bills gen-
erally in the proximity of $100,000 to
$150,000 bi-monthly, and payroll
under $100,0000, he said.

Altiery said overall, the city has
been able to reign in annual spending
by around $3 million, which has
made it a little easier to close the gap
in the deficit.

“How it happened before, by my
research, is we were $2.8 million in
debt, but as water plant money
comes in it gets earmarked for a sepa-
rate fund,” Altiery said. 

Town Hall meeting addresses business, roads, finances
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A lot has changed at the
Braidwood Fire Protection
District over the past 50 years.

But there has been one
constant for the district and
the fire department since
1973—the presence of district
trustee Mike Dillon.

Last month, Dale
Simpson, Operations Director
for the State Fire Marshal’s
Office, presented Dillon with a
recognition plaque for a half
century of service.

Dillon became a trustee
in 1973, almost on accident.

A firefighter with the dis-
trict since 1969, Dillon said
there were around 20 firefight-
ers on the roster, working with
two engines, a small boat, and
a Chevy panel truck that was
the rescue unit.

Then one day, a casual
conversation during a car ride
changed some things.

“One of the trustees of the
district and I were going to
junior college for the fire sci-
ence program, to get our
Associated Degrees in fire sci-
ence,” Dillon said. “We were
driving home from class one
night, and we were talking and
he said he had to find some-
body to replace a guy who just
left town and moved out to
Arizona, so now we’ve only got
two people on the board. And
I said, trustee, what’s that
entail? He said, are you inter-
ested, but I said I want to
know what it entails first. I
never heard anymore. I was
driving, I dropped him off at
home, and two days later just
as I was getting home from
work, a car pulls in the yard
and it was the fire district
attorney, and he said here, I’ve
got these papers for you to
sign. I said all right, I signed it,
and I’ve been here ever since.

“Over the years, it hasn’t
just been me,” he continued.
“It’s been a combination of
everybody in the department,
answering calls and stuff like
that. At that time, I could still
be a trustee and be on the fire
department. So, I could still
respond to the calls. Then, in
1978, I became the fire mar-
shal out at Dresden Nuclear
Plant, and I spent 30 years in
fire protection out there.”

Since 1973, Dillon has

served as a trustee, adminis-
trator and director of the fire
district, responsible for budg-
ets and accounting for tax dol-
lars, and submitting grants for
funding. He wrote a grant that
helped the department secure
safety equipment, including
air packs for firefighters.

“We were able to outfit
the entire department with air
packs, which we never had
before. And then there were
some other small equipment
grants through the fire mar-
shal’s office that we got for
extra turnout gear, things like
that,” Dillon said. 

As a trustee, one of the
biggest jobs is planning for the
future on a very strict budget.
That means not just the three
trustees making decisions, but

involving the department as a
whole to decide what is need-
ed, what works best, and tak-
ing everyone’s thoughts into
account.

“When we decided that,
we had a truck that was 30
years old and it wouldn’t be
running much longer, we’ve
got to replace it,” Dillon said.
“We set up committees with
the firefighters and the
trustees oversaw the commit-
tees because we knew how
much money we had in the
bucket to spend, or if we had
to go out for a loan. For sever-
al years we could never pay for
the trucks, they were just way
above what we could save in a
period of time. And now, we’re
looking at a new tanker that
will probably be here in a cou-

ple of years. But, we’re work-
ing on it now because we’ve
got to write the specs, we’ve
got to get it published, and
then when we get the bids
review those and then deter-
mine who is going to build the
truck. Once we give them that
reward, it’s three years before
we get a fire truck.”

Dillon said the process for
getting a new truck these days
is much different then the first
time he helped the district get
a new engine, back in 1977.

“To me, it was out of this
world. We had to spend
$77,000 for that fire truck. The
truck we’re working at now to
get in three years from now is

Dillon celebrates 50 years as fire district trustee
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50 YEARS OF SERVICE — Dale Simpson, Operations Director for State Fire Marshal’s Office, pres-
ents a plaque of recognition to Mike Dillon for his service as a Braidwood Fire Protection District
trustee. Dillon has served as a trustee since 1973.
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The city of Braidwood is
once again urging the public to
be careful when submitting
payments for their utility bills
online.

Over the past few years,
city leaders have put out infor-
mation to the public warning
about third party websites that
are being utilized by some res-
idents to pay water bills. While
the money paid to those third
party sites eventually makes its
way to the city, the city does
not have any partnerships with
those companies.

The sites work as a middle
man, where residents submit
their payments, pay an addi-
tional fee to the company, then

the company turns around
and sends a check to the city.

The result, however, is
that those paper checks often
come in after the due date,
causing water customers to
incur additional late fees.

“What they do is, they take
your money, but then they
mail us a check,” city clerk
Sarah Weaver noted during the
July 25 regular meeting of the
City Council. “So, you are sub-
ject to late fees because it does
take up to two weeks some-
times to get those checks. So
please, if you do make online
payments, make sure you are
going through our portal at
braidwood.us, We get those
payments immediately, as

Braidwood to water
customers: Careful
where you pay online
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In response to some ques-
tions on how the city of
Braidwood handles public
comment during City Council
meetings, city attorney Bryan
Wellner gave a brief explana-
tion of the process during the
July 25 regular meeting of the
City Council.

The issue was brought up
during public comment earlier
in July, when a member of the
public said that any time he
has commented at public
comment, elected officials
don’t answer his questions.

But, Wellner said it’s not a
matter of the council not
wanting to answer questions.
The issue is about keeping
order.

By the city’s code of ordi-
nances and state law, a public
comment period is granted

during any public meeting.
Per city ordinance,

Section 2-34. - Public com-
ment:

(a) At the beginning of
each city council meeting
before action is taken on any
item, except for approval of
the minutes, there shall be a
portion allowed for public
comment. Public comment is
allowed on any subject matter
pertaining to city business and
is not restricted to matters on
the agenda.

(b) No prior registration
shall be required for any per-
son giving public comment,
but before speaking the per-
son shall state his name and

City attorney to residents:
Council is not ignoring
your public comments
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