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Town Hall style
meetings planned
for summer, fall
BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

City leaders in Braidwood said
they’ve taken public input to heart.
Now, the city is offering three town
hall-style meetings for folks who have
questions on the future of Braidwood,
the decision making process, and
appointees.

During the June 13 regular meet-
ing of the City Council, Streets
Commissioner Dale Walsh

announced that residents are invited
out to three meetings for an informal
question and answer session with city
administrator Tony Altiery.

On May 23, Karen Hart was
sworn in as Mayor of Braidwood after
the resignation of Mayor Chris Earley.
Hart appointed Altiery back to the
role that he held for four years under
Mayor Bob Jones. And while that
appointment was approved unani-
mously by the council, it was made to
the objections of some residents who
have voiced their concerns both dur-
ing council meetings an online. While
concerns have not been specific in
nature, the handful of residents who
have commented have cited trust
concerns with the administrator, and
have questioned his salary. In May,

the City Council approved a benefits
package for Altiery. The benefits
include salary of $115,000 annually,
35 vacation days, 72 hours of sick
time, and a vehicle for use for city
business only. Altiery will be consid-
ered a full-time employee with Illinois
Municipal Retirement Fund benefits,
and will be subject to an annual raise
each fiscal year. Altiery may also opt
for health insurance coverage.

In response to the questions
about Altiery, as well as general ques-
tions about the council’s plans for the
future, city leaders said they’ll host
public meetings to try to quell those
concerns

“A few months ago I asked our
city administrator Tony Altiery if he’d
ever want to have an open Q and A

town hall, and he said of course,
absolutely. So, We’ve got three sched-
uled,” Walsh announced last week.

The town hall meetings will take
place at 6 p.m. prior to the second city
council meetings of July, September,
and November, on Tuesday July 25,
Tuesday Sept. 26, and Tuesday Nov.
28, in the council chamber at City
Hall.

“It will be a respectful back and
forth, it won’t be an argumentative
type thing,” Walsh said.

Other elected officials said they
are excited about the idea, and added
that it brings a layer of transparency
to city government.

“I really like the idea [for a town
hall], it gives everybody in town a
chance to come in, ask questions,

hopefully we can answer them in that
session but if not we’ll find answers,”
added Commissioner Warren
Wietting. “This is what this council is
trying to do. We’re trying to involve
the community, we would like your
input.”

Altiery has also encouraged the
public to come to City Hall or e-mail
questions or concerns directly to him,
and to attend City Council meetings
to engage with city leaders.

The town hall meetings will not
be broadcast on the city’s Facebook
page, but residents who cannot
attend can send questions via email
to Commissioner Walsh, at
dwalsh@braidwood.us., or to admin-
istrator Altiery at taltiery@braid-
wood.us.

City leaders plan for public meetings with administrator

TWO CHARACTERS riding in the back of this 1940 Chevy staton
wagon were Bartles & Jaymes, from the television commercial pro-
moting the flavored wine coolers and malt beverage line produced
by E & J Gallo Winery in the mid 1980s. The wood sided wagon was
one of many vehicles with character on display Saturday during
the Holy Rollers car show hosted by the Immaculate Conception
Church in Braidwood.

Photos by Eric Fisher
HOODS UP - The Reed-Custer Elementary School parking lot was the place to be Saturday for muscle and vintage automobiles when
the annual Holly Rollers car show was hosted by the Immaculate Conception Church of Braidwood. This Mach I Ford Mustang was
among four dozen vehicles that were on display from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. as dash plaques were presented to all vehicles, as well as door
prizes and raffles. The weather cooperated by remaining partly cloudy with a high of 82 degrees.

Holy Rollers roll into town

THE WAYNE MOBILE — Many recognized that red Chevy sitting
at one end of the car show line-up on Saturday in Braidwood.
That’s the 1954 Chevy two-door owned by former mayor Wayne
Saltzman and his wife Gerry. Wayne has driven it in parades
and entered it in car shows

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

Leaders in Braidwood
hope that at least one vacant
position will be filled by the
end of this month.

On June 13, Mayor Karen
Hart told members of the City
Council that the city was nar-
rowing down the list of candi-
dates for City Clerk.

“As you know, we’ve been
without a city clerk, and we
have been advertising for a
city clerk,” Hart said. “I hope
by the next meeting that I will
be able to appoint one. We had
a very good response and we
have been interviewing, so
hopefully by the next council
meeting we’ll have some-
body.”

Hart announced in May
that the city was also search-
ing for someone to assist with
the city’s website and media
needs.

Meanwhile, the City
Council also approved an ordi-
nance to enter into an agree-
ment with Mahoney,
Silverman, & Cross, LLC for
municipal corporation coun-
sel.

Per the ordinance, the
agreement sets a billing rate of
$225 per hour for counsel for
matters that are not reim-
bursed to the city, and fees are
billed in quarter hour incre-
ments. 

The hourly fee for matters
that are reimbursed to the city
is $300 per hour.

Statements will be deliv-
ered monthly.

The city’s primary repre-
sentation will be performed by
City Attorney Bryan Wellner,
who was re-appointed to that
seat in May. Wellner served as
City Attorney under Mayor

City closer to filling
empty Clerk seat

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Braidwood will
hire a new police officer in the
coming months, as one long-
time officer gets set to retire.

On June 13, Public Health
and Safety Commissioner
James Mikel announced that
the city is currently in the
process for a new hire.

“Officer Dave Cornelli has
submitted in writing his inten-
tion to retire as a full time
police officer with the
Braidwood Police Department
in May of next year,” Mikel
said. “It takes approximately
nine months for an officer to
get their… training. We have a
spot secured at Suburban Law
Enforcement Academy at the
end of August. We do not want
to be left short handed so we
are moving forward with a
hire. That hire will come from
a recommendation from the
police and fire board.”

The BPD currently
employs the Chief of Police, 12
full time officers, and six part
time officers.

In May, the City Council
unanimously approved the re-
appointment of Todd Lyons as
chief of police.

Mikel said that in addition
to working on the new hire,
the city is working on a com-
pensation package for Lyons,
which us expected to be pre-
sented to the council for
approval later this month.

Mikel also announced the
police activity report from
May 23 through June 11.
During that time, the
Braidwood Police Department
answered 301 calls for service,
and reported five arrests total-
ing eight charges.

BPD searching for
new police officer

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 2
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In other business before the City
Council on June 13:

• The council approved the installa-
tion of a Memorial Street Sign. The sign
will be installed at Reed Street and Comet
Drive, which will receive the honorary
moniker of Jack and Karen Bunting
Memorial Drive. A date for installation
was not announced.

• Streets Commissioner Dale Walsh
said the city will purchase a new lawn-

mower.
“There was a grasshopper lawn

mower that Sistek sales... for $19,800,”
Walsh said. “Since we’re a municipality,
we can get a discount for the Sistek, the
original price was $25,500. So, anything
under $30,000 does not have to [go to
bid], so, $12,300 came from administra-
tion, and $7,500 for the grasshopper came
from TIF.”

The council approved the purchase
of that piece of equipment unanimously.

• Walsh also announced that the city
is looking to hire two part-time seasonal
workers to performs cutting and mowing
tasks this summer. The council approved
a motion for the hires, which are already
included in the budget.

• The council approved the payment
of bills in the amount of $179,009.

• The council approved the payroll in
the amount of $88,721.

• The council approved
Commissioner Doug Money, Mayor
Karen Hart, and city administrator Tony
Altiery as designated signatories for the
city’s bank accounts.

• The council announced that the
July meeting of the Planning and Zoning
Board has been moved to Monday, July
10, due to the 4th of July holiday. The
meeting takes place at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

The next regular meeting of the full
City Council is Tuesday, June 27 at 7 p.m.
at City Hall.

Council

BY ANN GILL
STAFF EDITOR

The Grundy County
ProActive Unit’s strong stand
against crime has caught the
attention of the Illinois
Association of Chiefs of Police. 

Established in March 2021
under the leadership of
Grundy County Sheriff Ken
Briley, the ProActive Unit is a
multi-jurisdictional task force
that works to combat the traf-
ficking of illegal narcotics, con-
trolled substances, guns,
unlawful street gang activity
and other crimes.

In recognition of its out-
standing work, the Illinois
Association of Chiefs of Police
presented the unit with its
Meritorious Unit Citation.

The award is presented
annually to units or task forces
who perform an act or series of
acts that demonstrate a high
degree of teamwork and pro-
fessionalism resulting in
attainment of the units goals in
an exemplary manner.

Coal City Police Chief
Chris Harseim, a member of
the state association, was the
one to submit the unit for con-
sideration.

“ProAct came to mind
right away. They help us out in
so many ways,” Harseim said. 

Sgt. Brent Black of the
Grundy County Sheriff’s Office
is the unit supervisor and Eric
Werden, the sheriff’s chief
deputy, oversees the officers
from the sheriff’s office,
Morris, Channahon and
Braidwood Police
Departments. 

“They are doing real police
work and they are really get-
ting things done, and it’s excit-
ing to see,” Morris Police Chief
Alicia Steffes said. 

The award recognizes the
unit for its work during 2022. 

During that time period
the group made 175 arrests—
86 felony, 65 warrant and 24
misdemeanors —and seized
six vehicles, seven firearms
and over $14,350 in currency.

Additionally, they seized
78,681 grams of illegal drugs—

948 grams of methampheta-
mine, 179 grams of heroin and
fentanyl, 75,207 grams of
cannabis, 178 grams of
cocaine, 1,940 grams for
MDMA [ecstasy] and 213
grams of other prescription
drugs. 

“Pretty amazing stats for
the number of guys in the
unit,” Harsiem said. 

Along with Sgt. Black, the
unit is comprised of Sgt. Aaron
Cory  and deputy Jason Flores,
of the sheriff’s office; Mike
Liebermann, an officer with
the Channahon Police
Department, Morris Police Sgt.
Dustin Seale and Sgt. Chris
Altiery from the Braidwood
Police Department. 

“We  are a smaller  agency
and luckily we have a tip of
Braidwood that is in Grundy
County and allows us to be a
part of this task force. They
have assisted us on some pret-
ty major cases that we did not
have the man power to facili-

tate,” Braidwood Police Chief
Todd Lyons said.

Among those cases, Lyons
said, were a carjacking that led
the suspect to the city of
Chicago and a missing person
where the body had been
dumped in rural Kankakee
County. 

“I felt they were at our
department so much they
worked for me. They put in a
lot of hours and did a great job.
Thank you for letting us be a
part of it,” Lyons said.

The award was presented
last week at a meeting of the
Grundy County Board. 

Marc Maton, chief of the
Lemont Police Department
and first vice president of the
Illinois Association of Chiefs of
Police, was there to recognize
the unit and hand over the
award to Sgt. Black and his
unit. 

“This type of unit should
be replicated all over the place.
These police chiefs, I applaud
their vision for looking outside
their  jurisdiction getting
together and creating a com-
mon capability to address a lot
of things that are typically  too
big and outside  the jurisdic-
tion of a typical police depart-
ment,” Maton said. 

Black commended the
work of his fellow team mem-
bers for, “going out and work-
ing hard every day.” 

As Maton said, “multi-
jurisdictional task forces are
the most effective tool we
have.”

Squad car donation
Understanding the impor-

tant role the unit plays, the vil-
lage of Coal City and its police
department have been propo-
nents of the group since its for-
mation. 

Although the department
does not have an officer work-
ing in the task force, Harseim
said the village does its best to
support the effort in other
ways.

Just last week, at the rec-
ommendation of the police
chief, the Village Board
approved donating a surplus
vehicle to the unit.

“Chief Harseim believes
the surplus piece of equipment
would be a worthwhile contri-
bution to the county’s
ProActive effort,” Village
Administrator Matt Fritz said. 

The vehicle that is going to
the unit is a 2014 Ford Taurus
that was used as an adminis-
trative vehicle.

“It’s all ready to go and the
County will get a lot more use
out of it,” Harseim said. 

Grundy ProAct lauded by Illinois Police Chiefs 

Courtesy photo
THE GRUNDY COUNTY ProActive Unit has been receognized by the Illinois Association of Chiefs of
Police with its 2022 Meritorious Unit Citation. The award was presented last week by Marc Maton, the
chief of the Lemont Police Department and first vice president of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of
Police. 

Reed Township taking bids
for West Bergera Road property

PUBLIC NOTICE
REED TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF SALE OF TOWNSHIP REAL PROPERTY
In accordance with 60 ILCS 1/30-50(d) of the Illinois Township Code, notice is here-

by given to all whom it may concern:
On August 16, 2022, the electors of Reed Township, at a special town meeting,

adopted a resolution authorizing the sale of Township-owned real property commonly
known as Vacant Lot 14 on W Bergera Road, Braidwood Illinois 60408 (PIN 02-24-07-200-
029-0000).

The property is currently zoned for Residential use and is vacant. The approximate
size of the property is 132 X 297.33 or approximately 39.394 Sq Ft. Interested parties must
submit sealed bids in the office of the Township Clerk, 440 North Division Street,
Braidwood, Illinois 60408 on or before 5:00 p.m. Monday June 26, 2023. Bids will be read
at the June 28, 2023 meeting of the Township Board. The Township Board reserves the
right to reject any and all bids. The sale shall be a cash sale. The property is being sold as
is. Closing costs, Title Insurance and Survey to be paid by  the buyer.

The following is the resolution adopted by the electors on August 16, 2022: 
Legal Description of the Property

LOT 14 IN BLK 20 IN CHICAGO WILMINGTON COAL COS SUB, IN THE El/2 OF THE
NEI/4 OF SEC 7, T32N-R9E.

RESOLUTION NO. 08162022
A RESOLUTION OF THE REED TOWNSHIP
ELECTORS AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF
CERTAIN TOWNSHIP REAL PROPERTY

LOCATED AT LOT 14 IN BLK 20 IN CHICAGO
WILMINGTON COAL CO’S SUB, IN THE
El/2 OF THE NEI/4 OF SEC 7, T32N-R9E

WHEREAS, Reed Township is a unit of local government operating under the laws
of the State of Illinois ("Township"); and

WHEREAS, Section 30-50(a) of the Illinois Township code, 60 LCS 1/30-50(a),
authorizes the electors of the Township to make all orders of the sale of the Township's
corporate property, including real property, that may be deemed conducive to the interests
of its inhabitants; and

WHEREAS, Section 30-20 of the Illinois Township code, 60 ILCS 1/30-20, delin-
eates that such power of the electors so designated in Article 30 of the Illinois
Township Code is applicable at Special Township Meetings of Electors and

WHEREAS, Section 1/30-50(d) of the Illinois Township code, 60 LCS 1/30-50(d),
requires the electors of the Township to adopt a resolution stating the intent to sell real
property; and

WHEREAS, the Township is interested in selling a portion of the Township proper-
ty known as Vacant Lot 14 on W Bergera Road, Braidwood Illinois 60408 (PIN 0224-07-
200-029-0000), as more fully legally described in the Exhibit A ("Property"); and

WHEREAS, the Township, by its electors, finds that it is in the best interests of Reed
Township to sell and convey the Property to and interested party for the property's
appraised value.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the electors of Reed Township, Will
County, Illinois, at the Special Township Meeting held on August 16, 2022, as follows:

Section 1. The Reed Township Property legally described on Exhibit A is hereby
authorized to be sold and conveyed by the Township Board to any for the sum determined
to be appropriate by the Township Board in accordance with law consistent with the fair
market value of the Property and authorize the sale of the Property by the Township Board
for such amount.

Section 2. Upon formal adoption and execution of this Resolution Authorizing the
Sale of Township Real Property, the Electors of the Township hereby authorize and direct
the sale of said real property by the Township Board pursuant to any and all requirements
set forth in the Illinois Township Code.

Section 3. The Reed Township Supervisor, Clerk, Board and Attorney are hereby
directed and empowered to take any and all actions necessary to effectuate the sales of
the Property pursuant to the terms described above.

Section 4. If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Resolution shall be
held invalid, the validity thereof shall not affect any of the other provisions of this
Resolution.

Section 5. All resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of
such conflict.

Section 6. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from after its passage and
approval as provided by law.

ADOPTED by a vote of / 7 to % by the electors of Reed Township on
August 16, 2022.
APPROVED this 16th day of August, 2022.

REED TOWNSHIP
Sherrill Knor

Township Supervisor
ATTEST: Angela Hutton
Township Clerk

Exhibit A
Legal Description of the Property

LOT 14 IN BLK 20 IN CHICAGO WILMINGTON COAL CO’S SUB, IN THE El/2 OFTHE
NEI/4 OF SEC 7, T32N-R9E.

Published in the Braidwood Journal on Wednesday, May 31, June 7, 14 and 21, 2023.

Public hearing to
review fence variance
for 120 S. Hickory St.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Take notice on July 10, 2023 at 7:00

p.m. at the Braidwood City Hall, 141 W.
Main Street, Braidwood, IL a Public
Hearing shall be held by the Braidwood
Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals of
the City of Braidwood at the request of
Nickolas Bulanda, 30 N Broadway St,
Coal City, IL, owner of the property com-
monly known as Ultimate Rides, 120 S.
Hickory St., Braidwood, Illinois, with the Pin
# 02-24-07-306-013-0000.  

The Public Hearing is for a height
variance for two separate fences, 8' tall
and the material to be the metal to match
the exterior of the business.

The property is legally described as
follows:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
TRACT 2: LOTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, & 10 (EX
THE S 20 FT THROF OF LOTS 9 & 10) IN
BLK 9 IN EUREKA COAL CO'S SUB OF
PRT OF THE W1/2 OF THE SW1/4 OF
SEC. 7, T32N-R9E, (EX THRFRM THAT
PRT TAKEN FOR HWY PURPOSE IN
DOC #799969) & (EX A PORTION OF
LOTS 3 & 4 IN BLK 9 IN EUREKA COAL
COMPANY SUB, BEING A SUB OF PRT
OF THE W1/2 OF THE SW1/4 OF SEC. 7,
T32N-R9E, MORE PARTICULARLY DAF:
COMM AT A PT ON THE S LN OF SD LOT
4 AT A PT WHERE SD S LN INTRSCTS
THE E ROW LN OF I-55 AS IT CUR-
RENTLY EXISTS, SD PT BEING THE
POB; THC NE'LY ALG SD E ROW LN
BEING A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE SE
AND HAVING A RADIUS OF 22,768.33 FT
AND A CHORD BEARING N 09 DEG
54'28" E, FOR A DIST OF 30.84 FT; THC
S 87 DEG 15'11" E, FOR A DIST OF 52.98
FT; THC S 09 DEG 55'47" W, FOE A DIST
OF 26.58 FT TO A PT ON THE S LN OF
SD LOT 3; THC S 88 DEG 13'40" W, ALG
THE S LN OF SD LOT 3 AND THE S LN
OF SD LOT 4, FOR A DIST OF 53.67 FT
TO THE POB PER R98-147352).
DIV/CONS PER PET.#2004-94 & R2005-
090102 NDA.

Commonly known address: 120 S.
Hickory St, Braidwood, Illinois.

All interested parties desiring to be
heard on this matter should be in atten-
dance.

Planning and Zoning Board,
City of Braidwood

Published in the Braidwood Journal
on June 21 and June 28, 2023

STAFF REPORT

A tragic accident has
taken the life of a
Wilmington teenager.

The Will County
Coroner’s Office reported
over the weekend that
Chloe McCully, 17, of
Wilmington, was killed in
an automobile accident on
Saturday, June 17.

According to the
report, McCully was pro-
nounced deceased at 7:57
p.m. on Saturday on
Lorenzo Road approxi-
mately 550 feet west of
Cooper Road in
Wilmington Township.

McCully was the driver
of a vehicle that was travel-
ing westbound on Lorenzo
Road when the car left the
roadway, rolled over, and
struck a fixed object.

Two other occupants
in the vehicle did not sus-
tain life-threatening
injuries. 

The preliminary cause
of death is listed as multi-
ple injuries due to a motor
vehicle mishap.

The Will County
Sheriff’s Police Department
is investigating the inci-
dent.

Officials with the
Wilmington School District

offered their condolences
in a message sent to fami-
lies, and added that coun-
seling is available at the
high school from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. June 21 and June 22
(today and tomorrow) for
any students who may
need some help in process-
ing this tragedy.

Referrals for ongoing
local counseling will also
be available.

Services for McCully
will be held today
(Wednesday) at Baskerville
Funeral Home in
Wilmington from 4 to 7
p.m., and again on
Thursday, June 22, from 10
a.m. The full obituary can
be found on page 8 of this
edition.

Wilmington teen killed in
Lorenzo Road accident

CHLOE MCCULLY

If you travel through the village of Mazon be advised the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe [BNSF] railroad crossing will be
closed for an extended time.

The Illinois Department of Transportation [IDOT] said the
railroad crossing on Illinois Route 47 will be closed for repairs 10
days beginning Friday, June 23.

Vehicles will be redirected through the villages of Coal City
and Diamond utilizing Route 113 to access Interstate 55. 

Motorists can expect delays and should allow extra time for
trips through this area and be prepared for slow and stopped
traffic. To avoid the work area, when feasible, use of alternate
routes should be considered. Drivers are urged to pay close
attention to changed conditions and signs in the work zones,
obey the posted speed limits, refrain for using mobile devices
and be alert of workers and equipment.

Railroad closure in Mazon 
will redirect traffic to Route 113

The table is set for the
weekly St. Vincent’s Table din-
ners, a hot meal provided to
anyone who is in need of one. 

Dinners are offered each
Monday from 4:30-6 p.m. and
hosted by various community
churches for local residents in
need of a nutritious meal. 

The meals will be served
at the First Baptist Church of
Coal City during June and
New Hope Presbyterian
Church in Coal City will host
the dinners in July and August. 

Free meal
offered in
Coal City

CONTACT US AT
news@fpnusa.com or call 815-476-7966

WITH YOUR STORY IDEAS



The plot of
the story seems
familiar. It
involves a car
salesman, a test
drive, a robbery, a
wounded man, a
get-away car, a
chase by the
mob, surrender-
ing to the police,
an inaccurate
newspaper story
and finally the truth of the
matter for all to read.

The movie could be a
Gene Wilder comedy or a
thriller with Johnny Depp. It is
none of those, however.  It is a
true story from the Braidwood
coal field.  Set the way back
machine for November 1916.

To help you understand
this story I should begin by
telling you about the automo-
bile business of 1916.  Few
dealerships could afford to
have more than one or two
models on the lot. The usual
procedure was for a salesman
to take his prospective clients
for a drive in the country, pick-
ing up other clients on the
trip.

If they decided to pur-
chase an automobile, the
dealer took a down payment
and ordered the auto.  This
was before the assembly line
techniques of Henry Ford, so it
took a while to get the auto-
mobile. 

When it was ready, the
dealer drove to the factory to

get it, either with
the customer, or
with an employee.

O n
November 1st an
incident near
Braceville involv-
ing a shooting took
place.  We do not
know the exact
details.  But we do
know that an arti-
cle appeared in the

Wilmington Advocate stating
that a group of young men out
for a “joy ride” in an automo-
bile were involved. 

It also said that those
young men had visited the
notorious Todd house, a
saloon in Rixon, and were
drunk when passing near
Braceville. 

It intimated that some-
how those young men shot
another man named Luca and
unceremoniously dropped
him off in Braceville. A week
later the story was amended to
say the shooting victim was
named Dougherty.

H. R. Hutchins, an auto-
mobile salesman from
Manteno, saw the last article
and wrote to the editor giving
his version of the story, the
true one as it turns out.

“Having just read the
statement in your paper
regarding the mix-up between
one W. J. Dougherty of Streator
and Nasha Luca, and being
the parties referred to in your
article as Manteno fellows, we

wish to take this manner of
setting you right on this sub-
ject.”

“On Monday November
the first, 4 of us started from
Manteno on a demonstrating
trip. We stopped at
Wilmington and picked up Mr.
Shreffler and then started for a
little trip through the country,
At Braidwood we picked up a
fellow named Corrigan and
from there we started for
Braceville.” 

While traveling along a
country road we suddenly
came upon a man with a shot-
gun who was pointing at
another man standing a few
feet away with his hands in the
air. 

On hearing our approach,
the man with the shot gun,
(who we afterwards found out
was Luca) turned the gun on
us. Mr. Shreffler leaped from
the machine and seized the
gun, whereupon Luca let go
and pulled a revolver from his
pocket.” 

“At that another of our
crowd knocked him down and
took away the revolver. Just
then we heard a groaning in
the house nearby, and rushing
in we saw the man whom we
afterward found out was
Dougherty, with blood spurt-
ing from a wounded hand.” 

“We thought he was dying
and two of our men ran after
Luca capturing him just as he
was running into the house
about ten rods down the road.

We loaded Luca in the
machine and went back after
Dougherty whom we also put
in the car.” 

“By this time a large
crowd had gathered and
seemed bent on trouble, so we
started away as fast as we
could go. After going about a
quarter of a mile we stopped
and put Luca out of the
machine as we did not know
what the trouble was all about
and we were afraid the crowd
would keep after us.” 

“Our main thought then
was to get Dougherty to a doc-
tor, which we did, taking him
to Dr. Carey at Braceville.
There we called the deputy
sheriff and told him the story,
giving him the shotgun and
revolver that we had captured,
and also leaving our names in
case they ever wanted wit-
nesses.”

“That is the true state-
ment of our part in the affair
as we can make affidavit to,
and we wish you would cor-
rect all the lying rumors that
are being circulated. Not a one
of us had ever seen or heard of
W. J. Dougherty or Nasha Luca
until we saw them in and
around that house that day.”

“Yours very truly, H. R.
Hutchins, R. M. Cyrier, R.
Deveraux, Nap. Cadeaux,
Walter Shreffler”
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A case of being in the wrong place at the wrong time

BY MARNEY SIMON
EDITOR

The city of Wilmington
is planning for a new down-
town mural to highlight the
city’s position in Historic
Route 66.

During the June 13
meeting of the Committee
of the Whole, members were
shown some options for a
new mural, set to be placed
at the corner of Water and
Baltimore Streets.

City leaders hope the
mural can incorporate both
Route 66 as well as
Wilmington’s downtown
district.

Earlier this year, the city
applied for funding from
Heritage Corridor
Destinations, the conven-
tions and visitors bureau for
Route 66 and the I&M Canal,
for the wall mural project
and Route 66 monument
sign.

The mural will be
placed on the side of the
building at 102 S. Water St.

The interactive Route
66 monument sign is
expected to be placed with-
in a park setting on city
property, though the specif-

ic location has not been
announced. That monu-
ment will be 6-feet tall by
14-feet wide, and will be
cared for by the city through
the Route 66 Centennial in
2026.

Heritage Corridor
Destinations granted the
city a $40,000 award for the
project. Per the staff report,
the city’s anticipated budget
impact is $10,000 for the
monument sign installation
and amenities, with the
remainder of the project
paid for by the Heritage
Corridor. In addition to the
monument, the project will
include tuckpointing on the
building for the mural, a 16-
foot by 20-foot banner
mural designed by the city,
an aluminum frame, deliv-
ery, and installation.

City leaders looked at
two potential options for the
mural, but asked to see
more options before making
a final decision on the
design.

Per the agreement,
which was set to go before
the full council for approval
this week, the mural work
must be completed by Sept.
30, 2023. 

Mural set to highlight
Historic Route 66,
downtown Wilmington
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15 minutes
WILMINGTON—In last week’s paper you

had a story about Amtrak trains going to be
traveling at 110 mph on tracks that run through
our town. The way I read the story is $1.96 bil-
lion was wasted just to gain 15 minutes on a
train traveling from Chicago to St. Louis. It still
will take 5 hours and 15 minutes to get there.
Seems like a big waste of tax dollars when you
can hop in a car and get their in the same
amount of time. Kills me how the politicians—
Pritzker, Durbin and Duckworth—all pat them-
selves on the back about how wonderful this
will be. $1.96 billion for “high speed” rail. Cost
Illinois over $300 million alone. No wonder
other states told the feds they didn’t want
Obama’s high speed rail money. Saves you 15
minutes, what a joke.

Don’t trust anyone
I read in the June issue of Readers Digest,

“Stay Safe from Scams.” Smart ways to foil
fraudsters looking to steal your money, your
identity and your sense of security. Cyber secu-
rity experts claim the U.S. experiences more
cyber crime than any country in the world. The
FBI Internet crime complaint center tracked
$27 billion in losses between 2018-2022. Older
adults are particularly at risk. In 2021 alone,
scams cheated Americans older than 50 out of
$3 billion. The true number could be much
higher. More members of Generation Z born
before 1996 are falling for phone and on-line
scams. The number of online scams victims 20
and younger in United States increased 156%
between 2017-2020. The younger generation
ages 14-18 yr. who just opened bank accounts
are tricked into giving out banking credentials
on platforms like Snap Chat. Global
Cybercrime is expected to balloon 10 trillion in
two short years by 2025. Visa claims 44% of
people in their 20’s have reported monies lost
to fraud. Don’t trust anyone that calls on the
phone about bank, Internet service, IRS etc.
Phone scams cost Americans 39 billion 2021-
2022. Scammers love to target older people
because they pay so well when they text mes-
sage as a grandchild having a problem needs
monies. Visa world wide has invested $9 billion
in fraud prevention and cyber security over the
last five years. Mastercard has invested over $1
billion in cybersecurity since 2018. Trust your
instincts.

It's about time
WILMINGTON—The indictments against

Trump have been a long time coming. After
being impeached twice as president and now
facing 34 indictments from New York for hush
money felonies as well as 37 felony indictments
for stealing the nation's 'top secret' docu-
ments, never before has an American president
comported himself to be above the law to such
an extent. Even President Nixon was neither
impeached nor indicted but had the decency to
resign in disgrace and his fellow Republicans
carried out their patriotic duty by urging Nixon
to do so. Country came first back then. Of
course, these days we recognize that Donald
Trump turns his back not only on his country
but also on his loyal supporters. Jim B.

Stream it live
BRAIDWOOD— The City of Braidwood has

announced that they will be holding a series of
Q&A sessions with City Administrator Tony
Altiery.  During that announcement made at an
open City Council meeting, Commissioner
Walsh indicated that these sessions will not be
streamed live and that anyone wishing to par-
ticipate will need to do so in person or submit
questions to him so that they may be asked.
Another intentional transparency fail by our
local elected officials and appointed City
Administrator.  They are obviously afraid of
something by not making these sessions avail-
able for viewing online.  Perhaps they are wor-
ried that someone is going to start asking ques-
tions that they don't want to answer which will
be viewable to the entire world?  It was open
season for firing off questions to those running
for office during the Meet the Candidates night.
The same needs to be done in this circum-
stance for the City Administrator.

Stealing big shipments
MORRIS—I read big box stores are sound-

ing the alarm about retail theft. Best Buy, Home

Depot, Target, Walmart is getting worse. The
problem goes far deeper than individual
shoplifters. Target claims it expects “organized
retail crime” to cost Target $500 million more
this year than it did in 2022. Insurer Travelers
has tracked a 600% increase in “cargo crime” in
which crime syndicates steal big shipments out
of distribution centers by pretending to be
trucking companies. Brand name retailers have
fled downtown San Francisco. Now Target is
closing stores in high crime areas. Target and
other CEOs have to answer to share holders
when half a billion dollars a year is walking out
the door. Third World Country!

Forbidden by Scripture
WILMINGTON—The Hypocrisy Among

Us Many Christian churches attack gay people
and make it clear that they aren't welcome
based on Scripture. But if the entire Holy Bible
is examined, adultery committed between
married individuals as well as fornication
between unmarried individuals are both for-
bidden by Scripture. Considering the popular
today of single people living together, having
children together and the acceptance of that
practice by the churches is the height of
hypocrisy indeed. Ralph D.

Pick and choose
COAL CITY— Some things never change.

You know, Coal City Area Club each year just
gets worse and worse. Not sure who or what
but you know they raise our dues and pay eight
life guards to sit at the beach over the weekend.
I drove through here, could not believe my eyes
their playing golf or whatever and no one is
there. So your going to pay them to sit there on
a rainy day and no one is supervising them.
That’s sad. Sad that the board allows this to
happen. I don’t know why we have 13 board
members because there are two people that
run this club so why do we need the other guys?
They don’t step up to the plate anyway. You
know it’s really sad. I’ve been a member all my
life and that’s a long time and I’ve never seen
the club be so bad. The one good thing is the
grounds look amazing. If it wasn’t for the man-
ager keeping this club looking beautiful it
would go to hell really fast. So maybe the mem-
bers of our club need to step up and start vot-
ing and causing a vote to vote some of these
board members off because they sure aren’t
doing nothing for our club except screwing it
up. I hope all of our members decide to figure
out, maybe run for the board, maybe who
knows. I don’t know. I might run for the board
again, who knows. You never know. But you
know what they got their own little clique now.
They don’t have to have a vote. They pick and
choose who they want in this club now as the
board. So you members figure it out what you
want to do about them.  

A corrupt man
WILMINGTON—Nobody should be above

the law, but consider this. In the 2020 election,
5.2 million felons in America who had served
their time were not allowed to vote and yet
Donald Trump will be allowed to run for presi-
dent from his jail cell if he goes to prison.
Consider also that Trump was convicted of
swindling both his Trump University students
and his charity organization before he even
started his presidency. It's no wonder that few
of his supporters were present at his arraign-
ment last week and it's no surprise he never
rewarded those who did show up with refresh-
ments as he promised. Trump's past convic-
tions have already revealed a corrupt man who
has no integrity. Irene

Time to consolidate  
CUSTER PARK—So when is the Custer

Park Fire Protection District going to come
clean to us, the taxpayers, on what their plans
are to dissolve the district and consolidate with
another local fire district?  When are they final-
ly going to admit that all of the big promises
that they made to us back when they were
seeking the big tax increase were nothing more
than big dreams and empty promises.  We were
promised a local ambulance responding from
our local fire station and all we got was a para-
medic in a pickup truck with an ambulance
responding from the Riverside Headquarters in
Bourbonnais.  We were told that approval of the
tax increase would guarantee staffing in the fire
station around the clock, but that only lasted a

very short while.  An ambulance vehicle was
recently purchased and publicity was shared
that an ambulance was coming soon to the
community.  However, once again an empty
promise as the fire district leadership knew
they would never be able to meet the require-
ments set by the state to operate such a vehicle.
Fundraisers were recently held in support of
raising money to help the financial strains of
operating the department, so it leaves us all
wondering if we were sold a bunch of sour
lemons when they advertised a sweet dream.
It's time to give up the delusions of grandeur
and consolidate with another fire protection
district who can actually provide what we need.

Miss Fay honesty
BRAIDWOOD—Been watching council

meetings for awhile online. Now that former
street commissioner is no longer over the street
dept., the new Street Comm. who the city
administrator knows he can control is now in
charge over streets and is now willing to work
with him. Funny that the former commissioner
consistently brought it out at council meetings
that the city administrator refuses to work with
him, of which he always had a quick answer to
him saying the opposite. Now that former com-
missioner is gone, the city administrator is will-
ing to work with the new Street Commissioner.
It appears that the new Commissioner, newer
street foreman and city administrator can’t
seem to do anything but to take the plans the
former commissioner had and use them as
their own ideas. These ideas include buying
pipe which the city administrator said couldn’t
afford, so they could be ready for emergencies
or when a resident requests a ditch to be filled
in, an idea the former commissioner wanted to
do but the administrator always had an excuse
of why he couldn’t do it. On last week’s agenda,
motion to hire part-time employees within the
street dept. to help with mowing, once again
the former commissioner who kept asking to
hire a 5th employee for the street dept. but con-
sistently being denied by the city administra-
tor, especially when he had No Authority to tell
a commissioner what they can or cannot do.
Maybe everyone needs to read what the
Administrators Job Duties really are by city
ordinance. As well as the new Commissioner
appointing the now city administrator to the
Supervisor of Public Works, a non-union posi-
tion who he feels he can tell everyone what to
do, he says that he’s in charge of everyone and
he is not. The new Street Commissioner
appointed the administrator as the Supervisor
just to keep his friend employed with the city
after he was let go by our previously elected
Mayor, a position  that hasn’t been filled in over
eight years because it wasn’t needed as fore-
man were in place and the previous supervisor
resigned that position to get into a Union.
Would have been better use of taxpayer’s dol-
lars to give the street dept. the 5th Union
employee that the former commissioner had
repeatedly asked for over and over. How can
you be paid for holding two positions,
Administrator and Supervisor of public Works,

isn’t that considered double dipping? Also on
last week’s Agenda was the purchase of a new
lawn mower for the street dept. that once again
former commissioner had brought to the
council a year ago to surplus and a new mower
purchase, which council approved the surplus
piece of equipment. Days later the then and
now current finance commissioner and city
administrator said we’ve decided to not surplus
the hopper lawn mower. Didn’t know that those
two controlled what’s done, that’s a full coun-
cil’s decision. After having watched last year’s
council meeting, this seems to the same mower
that former commissioner  and his previous
foreman wanted to replace last year. But now
that he’s gone the administrator must make
himself and new commissioner look good so
the city administrator can secure another vote
to keep secure his job, that’s right he accom-
plished that. The budget that was approved at
the April 25th meeting, the former commis-
sioners last meeting, the street dept. got an
increase of $180,000 which he had constantly
saying he needed to operate. Kind of funny that
he asked for money to replace aging equip-
ment and vehicles and once they were sure that
former commissioner was no longer in, they
gave the street department the money that was
severely needed to accomplish this the same
night that new Street Comm. was sworn in, a
coincidence, Not. I want to thank former
Comm. Smith for his 16 years of service to us
residents. I am ashamed of this current admin-
istration and city administrator, looks like the
last administration, that can’t do anything but
steal his ideas to better us residents and most
likely they will all claim his ideas and projects
as their own, not giving any credit to a man
who truly dedicated his time and service to a
city he truly loves and had the best interest of
us residents in mind during his last 4 years bat-
tling with the city administrator over and over.
Thank you to Comm. Fay Smith.

Being held accountable
WILMINGTON—Which is more likely?

Law enforcement, including the DOJ and FBI,
had been corrupted and weaponized or that
Donald Trump, embolden by years of commit-
ting crimes with no consequences, has finally
been held accountable for contempt of the rule
of law.

Allowed to open
WILMINGTON—I was recently in a new

business downtown. It’s a very nice little shop
and I wish them all the best however this busi-
ness is not in compliance with the American
Disability Act. This building is not handicap
accessible. You have to step up a large step to
have access to the building. Anyone in a wheel-
chair or walker could not have access to the
building. I just wonder how this was approved
by the city and who approved it. I think it was
approved because the property is owned by
one of the aldermen. This is not handicap
accessible just like other nearby businesses.
This is very sad that the city allows this to hap-
pen.

Free Press Newspapers readers

To voice your opinion 24 hours a day, go to
www.freepressnewspapers.com or call 815-634-0317

Sound-Off is a 24-hour phone line
provided to give readers a chance to
voice their opinions. Calls may be
anonymous.

The Free Press Newspapers reserves
the right to edit remarks for taste, length,
personal attacks, racism, threatening,
calls for boycotts and libel. In cases
where the publisher selects not to pub-

lish these remarks the newspaper makes
every effort to forward unpublished
comments to the parties to whom they
are directed.

The comments stated are the opin-
ions and ideas of the callers and not that
of the newspaper. Information may not
constitute the actual events or facts of a
particular topic.

Submissions by email to:
courant@fpnusa.com with “soundoff ”
in the subject line or go to www.freep-
ressnewspapers.com, -> Submit Sound-
off or call 815-634-0317. Please state the
town in which you are calling from or in
regards to. Mail comments to Sound-Off,
271 S. Broadway, Coal City, IL 60416 or
111 S. Water St., Wilmington, IL 60481.

BY DONNA ROLANDO
THE CENTER SQUARE

Consumers continue to
put meat on the table, not
backing down on barbecues
over high prices.

How long that will last
with inflation is hard to know,
Tasha Bunting, director of
commodity and livestock pro-
grams at the Illinois Farm
Bureau, said, calling it the mil-
lion-dollar question.

Right now, the Illinois
Farm Bureau finds consumer
demand stable across the beef,
pork and poultry industries,
which is good news for all
involved.

“Consumers are always
looking for ways to access a

wholesome nutritious prod-
uct, and protein definitely fits
the bill,” she told The Center
Square. “Luckily we are seeing
a strong consumer demand for
beef, pork and poultry.”

Supply is keeping pace
with America’s appetite for
meat, she said, but drought
conditions out west are being
monitored.

“Right now, our beef herd,
because of the continuing
drought out west, is continu-
ing to shrink,” she said.

Another challenge she
cited is that pork herd levels
may have been underestimat-
ed.

Overall, she is hopeful the
demand for meat will survive
inflation, but "time will tell,"

she said.
“The market right now is a

little unpredictable because of
all of the other external pres-
sures that are out there,"
Bunting said.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture reports in its Food
Price Outlook for 2023 that
beef and veal prices are
expected to rise 0.7% for the
year, but poultry could over-
shadow them with a 3.1%
spike. Meanwhile, pork prices
are likely to drop by 2.5% for
the year, the outlook summary
said.

Consumers may shop for
cheaper cuts like hamburger
rather than rib-eye, but right
now they are still investing in
nutrition.

Meat demand strong despite inflation

The Illinois Department
of Transportation announced
that a project to replace the
bridge carrying Briggs Street
over Interstate 80 in Joliet will
begin this week. The project is
part of advance work leading
to the $1.2 billion reconstruc-
tion of I-80 through Will
County.

Briggs Street will remain
one lane in each direction,
with lane widths reduced to 11
feet and no shoulders over the
bridge. Motorists should also
expect shoulder and occasion-

al overnight lane closures on I-
80 at the bridge during that
time.

The $7.3 million project,
which involves replacing the
existing bridge with a new
structure to accommodate the
widening of I-80, is anticipat-
ed to be completed in late
2024.

The overall I-80 project
will redesign and rebuild 16
miles from Ridge Road, in
Minooka, to U.S. 30, in Joliet
and New Lenox, while adding
or extending auxiliary lanes to

improve safety and reduce
congestion.

Interchanges will be
rebuilt or improved at
Interstate 55, Illinois 7, Center
Street, Chicago Street,
Richards Street and Briggs
Street, with a new flyover ramp
linking southbound I-55 to
eastbound I-80 to improve
traffic flow and safety. More
than 30 bridges will be rehabil-
itated or replaced, including
those over the Des Plaines
River.

Briggs Street over 
I-80 bridge work starts
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Dear EarthTalk: How is
America's outdated power grid
inhibiting efforts to fight cli-
mate change?

-- Jim S., Milwaukee, WI
Our outdated power grid

is indeed a significant hin-
drance to efforts to combat
climate change. One of the
key issues is the grid’s limited
capacity to integrate renew-
able energy sources (solar,
wind, etc.), a needed step if
we’re to make the transition
to a clean energy economy.

Today’s grid is made up of
a patchwork of local and
regional interests often at
odds with one another and
developed to process locally
sourced coal and gas into
electricity that rarely gets
transported more than a few
dozen miles away. 

To take full advantage of
renewables, these local and
regional utilities need to coor-
dinate on the production and
placement of thousands of
miles of new high voltage
transmission lines that could

send electricity generated by
wind and solar for thousands
of miles across multiple grid
regions.

But without clear finan-
cial incentives, utilities aren’t
in any rush to pursue such
endeavors.

A key challenge of renew-
able energy generation is its
intermittency. Solar and wind
power is variable depending
on weather conditions, mak-
ing it essential to have a grid
capable of balancing supply
and demand in real-time.

An outdated grid with
limited energy storage capaci-
ty and transmission capability
can’t effectively manage the
fluctuations in renewable
energy production. So renew-
able energy gets wasted while
the grid keeps using fossil
fuels to meet demand during
times of low renewable gener-
ation.

Moreover, an outdated
power grid falls short in inte-
grating electric vehicles (EVs)
into the transportation sector,
a crucial component of efforts
to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. EV adoption is on
the rise, but the existing grid is
ill-equipped to support a
widespread charging infra-

structure. This hinders the
growth of the EV market.

To fully realize the poten-
tial of EVs as a climate solu-
tion, a grid must be able to
support increased demand
from charging stations and
manage the associated load
fluctuations.

Outdated power grid vul-
nerabilities are further exacer-
bated by the increasing fre-
quency and intensity of
extreme weather events
linked to climate change.
Aging infrastructure is more
susceptible to damage from
storms, hurricanes and wild-
fires, resulting in prolonged
power outages and disrup-
tions.

These events not only
have immediate impacts on
public safety and health but
also impede climate change
mitigation efforts by hamper-
ing renewable energy genera-
tion and slowing down the

restoration of power supply.
To address these chal-

lenges, significant invest-
ments in grid modernization
are essential. Upgrading the
power grid to a smart grid,
equipped with advanced sen-
sors, automation and two-way
communication can enhance
grid resilience and flexibility.

Smart grid technologies
enable real-time monitoring
and response, optimizing
electricity distribution, and
facilitating the integration of
renewable energy sources.
Additionally, expanding ener-
gy storage infrastructure, such
as battery systems, can help
mitigate the intermittency of
renewable energy generation
and provide backup power
during outages.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

How America’s outdated power grid is affecting climate change

ONE ISSUE WITH our grid is that the transmission lines across the
U.S. weren’t designed to carry renewable energy long distances.

University of Missouri has
released the Dean’s list for
spring of 2023. The following
local students were among
those earning a 3.5 or above
gpa.

Madyson Schuck of
Braceville, Anna Schulte of
Braidwood, Harley Felker,
Courtney Meyer and Joshua
Michalak all of Diamond.
Maggie Meyr and Mazie Meyr
of Essex and Rhianna Brown,
Rebecca Horton and Emily
Watson all of Wilmington.

Missouri names
locals on dean’s list

The Elwood Children's
Garden is offering ukulele les-
sons for complete beginners
starting Wednesdays, from July
12 to August 2.

The ukulele, also called a
uke, is like a miniature guitar
the generally employs four
nylon strings. At roughly 17
inches, it is easier for youth to
handle and a great instrument
to gain their interest in music.

The one-hour group class will
be held 7-8 p.m. The entire
cost for the four-week program
is $25. All money collected
goes directly to the Elwood
Children's Garden.

Signups are at the park or
call 815-693-0214.  All ages are
welcome. The class meets in
the outdoor pavilion.
Participants must bring their
own ukulele.

Ukulele lessons for 
beginners coming
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BY ELAINE FISHER-OHLUND
STAFF MEMBER

If there is one vice my
family has it is having a sweet
tooth. Dessert at the end of
supper was the one thing I
looked forward to and was
also the bribing tool I used
over and over for my kids to
eat their vegetables.

However, having a sugary
dessert every night was just
not ideal for a healthy diet.
And having kids on a sugar
rush right before bed time was
not cutting it for this mom
who enjoys her sleep. So I
decided to search for a recipe
that was vegan, gluten free
and had minimal sugar to sat-
isfy our sweet tooth.

I tried multiple healthy
dessert recipes but the ingre-
dients were always hard to
find. Sometimes I thought I
found a winner and nailed it,
only to have each child try it
(while the drum roll went in
my head) for them to turn
their noses up to it. I was
almost defeated until I found
this simple easy recipe for
chocolate oats.

Not only was it tasty but
getting my kids to willingly eat
oats was a bonus because of
their nutritional value. Oats
are full of vitamins, minerals,
antioxidants and a great
source of fiber. If you ever
have a problem with constipa-
tion, oats is a good answer.

Another ingredient that

just tickled me pink was flax
seed. Flax seed is benefits the
digestive system and is a plant
based protein. Studies have
shown that having it before
bed is the best time to ingest
it. So I figured this dessert had
to be a winner.

Ingredients
• 2 cups of coconut milk
• 1/2 cup maple syrup

• 1/3 cup peanut butter
• 1 t. of vanilla
• 2 cups of rolled oats
• 1/4 cup cocoa
• 1 tablespoon flax seed
• 1t. baking powder
• 1 t. salt
• 1/2 cup of dark choco-

late chips
Preheat oven to 350

degrees. Add all the wet ingre-

dients together in a mixing
bowl, coconut milk, maple
syrup, peanut butter and
vanilla.

Tip: I like to use Kirkland
Signature Organic creamy
peanut butter because it has
two ingredients, dry roasted
organic peanuts and sea salt.
So it is chemical free and no
seed oils which can cause
inflammation. Stir well.

Next, add the dry ingredi-
ents, cocoa, flax seed, baking
powder, salt and stir well.
Then the fun part, fold in the
dark chocolate chips.

Before I add the mix to
the baking dish I line it with
parchment paper that way it is
an easy clean up once we have
finished it off. 

Finally, bake for 40 min-
utes. Once it is finished you
can top it off with a scoop of
vanilla ice cream (see below)
and I promise you your little
ones will gobble it up.

Tip: There are some great
healthy choices for ice cream
too. A brand we love is Halo
Top with less sugar which can
be found in our local grocery
store. Please enjoy and
remember to just not eat for
taste but for nutrition too.

A healthy dessert to satisfy your sweet tooth

CHOCOLATE OAT BROWNIES are on the healthier side of satisfy-
ing your sweet tooth.

Average gasoline prices in Illinois are
unchanged  in the last week, averaging $4.02/g
Tuesday, according to GasBuddy's survey of
4,378 stations in Illinois.

Prices in Illinois are 10.2 cents per gallon
higher than a month ago and stand $1.50 per
gallon lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price reports, the
cheapest station in Illinois new Pekin was
priced at $2.29/g Monday while the most
expensive was $5.19/g, a difference of $2.90/g. 

Braidwood stations showed the lowest
price locally at $3.79 while in Coal City it was
$3.84 and Wilmington $3.91. Travel to
Bourbonnais and those stations were averaging
$3.50; in Morris $3.74 and Joliet $3.93.

"It has been a quiet week for the national
average, with little overall movement in average

gas prices nationally even as oil prices have
been a bit unstable. Some states have seen
minor increases while others have seen
decreases, and the mixed bag is likely to contin-
ue for the time being with oil prices a bit all over
the place," said Patrick De Haan, head of petro-
leum analysis at GasBuddy.

The national average price of gasoline is
$3.56/g.

"While gasoline demand continues to inch
up, we could see additional pressure on pump
prices, while the price of diesel continues to see
downward movement. While the uncertainty
over the direction of the economy is a major
player in preventing oil's rise, inventories of oil
and gasoline do remain tight, preventing much
additional downward movement as well.

Gas downstate drops to $2.29/g,
cheapest locally is $3.74/g



COLLEYVILLE, TX—It is
with deep sorrow that we
announce the death of
William Lewis Schaulin of

Colleyville, TX. He was born in
Gardner, IL on July 4, 1938. He passed
away peacefully in his sleep on March
25, 2023, at the age of 84. William (Bill)
was the oldest of 44 grandchildren in
the John L. and Gertrude Hill family.

He was loved and cherished by many
people. Bill graduated from Amboy High
School in Amboy, IL and attended the
University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign
graduating with a degree in General
Engineering. During his tenure at the Illinois, he
was an active member of the Triangle fraternity.
Upon graduation, Bill was commissioned as a
naval officer and served valiantly aboard the
USS Coral Sea CVA-43 Aircraft Carrier, which
included sailing in the South China Sea just
before the official start of the Vietnam War.

His hobby was playing golf and he was
immensely proud of scoring a hole-in-one on
September 26, 2001, at Canyon Creek Country
Club. His passion for golf led him to make golf
clubs for other people. One of his famous
achievements was making a custom club for
Gary Player.

Bill is survived by his daughter, Karen
Belmont and her husband, Mike Belmont; son,
Dr. Brian Schaulin and his wife, Rebecca
Schaulin; grandsons Brice Schaulin and Preston
Schaulin; his brother Richard Schaulin and his
wife, Mary Jane Schaulin; his nephew, Jeff
Schaulin; his niece, Jennifer Schaulin; his broth-

er, Karl Schaulin and his wife, Karrin
Schaulin; his niece Kirsten

Brandenburg and her husband
Damien (Kris) Brandenburg; great
niece Evelyn Brandenburg; nephew,
Kraig Schaulin and his wife, Joy
Schaulin; great nieces, Zoe Lake,
Soraya Lake, and Billi Lake; niece,

Esther Beck and husband Richard
Beck; great nephews Skyler Beck and

Mason Beck; great niece Mia Beck and
nephew, Scott Schaulin.
Bill was preceded in death by his father,

Lyle Schaulin; his mother, Mildred Hill
Schaulin; his sister, Karen Joy Schaulin; his
brother, Roger Schaulin; and his nephew, Kyle
Schaulin.

Memorial services were held in Colleyville,
TX, and a graveside service will be Saturday,
June 24, 2023 at Gardner Prairie Cemetery in
Gardner, IL at 11:00 a.m. with full military hon-
ors.

Those who cannot join these services in
person may attend virtually via a live stream
which can be found on Bill's memorial page.

In lieu of  flowers please send any memori-
al gifts to Brookdale Senior Living, Alzheimer’s
Walk, Veteran’s Administration or Gardner
Prairie Cemetery.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs, and
share Bill's memorial page via social media.

Memorial services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes and
Crematory in Gardner.  
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WILMINGTON—Joanne Fitzpatrick,
79, of Wilmington,  passed away Sunday,
June 18, 2023 at Silver Cross Hospital in
New Lenox, IL.

Born July 23, 1943 in Joliet, Joanne
was the daughter of Nicola “China”
and Rose (Groff) Macaluso. She was
raised in Coal City; graduated from
Coal City High School with the Class of
1961, and went on her earn her
Associates Degree in Journalism from
Joliet Junior College.

On June 4, 1964, Joanne married Raymond
Fitzpatrick in Assumption Catholic Church in
Coal City, and together they made a home in
Wilmington, and raised six children. Joanne was
a dedicated wife and mother, who was always
involved in supporting her children’s education.
She assisted as a room mother for the kids class-
es, volunteered for hot lunch days and was
proud to always pitch in to help at St. Rose
School through their various fundraising efforts
during her kids years in school and beyond.
Joanne was a Girl Scout Leader and also sup-
ported Ray’s involvement with the Wilmington
Fire Department as a ‘Fire Bell’.

Church and community were important to
Joanne, and in addition to being active with St.
Rose Parish through Parish Council, CCW, Bible
Study, Pre-Cana, Focus Classes, and teaching
Religious Education, Joanne also contributed to
the community. She and Ray were part of the
original Catfish Days Committee; she served as
a Democratic Election Judge for many years,
and was also elected by the community to both
a Library Trustee position for 10 years, and as a
Wilmington Township Trustee for 20 years.

Joanne’s career as a librarian began at St.
Rose School, which spanned from 1982 until
1988. She then gained a librarian position with
the Wilmington Public Library, where she
worked for the following 20 years, until retiring
in 2008.

In her spare time, Joanne enjoyed garden-
ing, a trait in which she gained from her father.
She was quite crafty, and her creativity could
create most anything out of nothing. Holidays
were particularly important to Joanne, as it not
only brought family together, but it also allowed
for her to decorate and express her love of the
day. Her Halloween displays were amazing, and
her collection of Santa’s were vast. Joanne was
one who was always ready to lend an ear to lis-
ten, and she will be most remembered for her
love of sending cards with confetti, or as the
family coined “Nana Flakes.”

Without a doubt, the bright flames of life,
always so steadfast and present, may waver
without Joanne's unique spark. But we will find
the strength to fan this flame and carry forward,
brightening the world as Joanne has done tire-
lessly. We will continue to carry her legacy to the
future, and keep her memories close to our

hearts. May family and friends alike con-
tinue to gather and share the stories to
honor Joanne’s creativity and how she
made the world a better place. In this
way, we keep her beautiful spirit alive
and can continue to inspire others as
she so inspired each of us.

Survivors include her children:
Lisa Rae (Anthony) Boyer of Lockport,

Dennis John (Tracie) Fitzpatrick of
Manhattan,  Laurie Sue (Stephen) Lam of

Camarillo, CA, Douglas Fitzpatrick of
Wilmington, Rachael (Daniel) Cimino of Coal
City,  and Joseph Anthony Fitzpatrick of
Maryland Heights, MO; grandchildren: Sean
Patrick Lam of San Francisco, CA, Sarah
Danielle Lam of Santa Barbara, CA, John
Raymond Boyer of Lockport, Allison Joanne
Boyer, currently studying at John Hopkins,
Aidan James Fitzpatrick, currently studying at
Arizona State University, Meaghan Rae
Fitzpatrick, currently studying at Mizzou
University, and Dominic Joseph Cimino, Jacob
Vincent Cimino and Augustus James Cimino, all
of Coal City; sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law:
Donna and Rob Flowers of Tempe, AZ and Joliet,
and Leroy and Barb Steffes of Lockport; nieces
and nephews: Sheri and Ron Menelli of
Carlsbad, CA, Holly and Dan Pierson of Morris,
Chris and Meghan Flowers of Valencia, CA,
Michael and Tara Steffes of Downers Grove, IL
and Traci and T.J. Valacack of Schaumburg, IL as
well as 13 great nieces and nephews.

Joanne was preceded in death by her par-
ents; husband Ray in 2002; one brother,
Anthony Macaluso; her sister-in-law, Nancy
Steffes and father-in-law and motfher-in-law:
Joe and Dorothy Fitzpatrick.

The family will receive friends for a memo-
rial visitation at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700
East Kahler Road in Wilmington on Friday, June
23, 2023 from 4:00 p.m. until time of service,
7:00 p.m. Deacon Jay Plese from St. Rose Parish
in Wilmington will preside.

A private family inurnment will follow in
Mt. Olivet Catholic Cemetery in Wilmington,
where Joanne will be laid to rest with her late
husband, Ray.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests cards
be sent to someone special without occasion, to
brighten the recipient's day. In the true spirit of
Joanne, fill those cards with special messages of
love, encouragement, support, and add some
fun confetti.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.baskervillefuneral.com to sign the
guest book, upload photographs and share
Joanne’s memorial page online through social
media.

Cremation and memorial services have
been made under the direction and care of
Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes and
Crematory. 

Joanne Fitzpatrick
WILMINGTON—Jamison Michael

Landers, 45, of Wilmington, passed away
Saturday, June 17, 2023 at Riverside
Medical Center in Kankakee, IL.  Born
Oct. 20, 1977 in Joliet, to Ronald and
Mary Ann Landers.  Jamison graduat-
ed from Wilmington High School with
the class of 1997.  He worked at
Whitmore Ace Hardware in
Wilmington for over twenty-five years.
He always kept himself busy by tinkering
with motors and loved to socialize with
people.  He also enjoyed fishing and deer hunt-
ing with his dad.  

Surviving are his father, Ronald P. Landers,
Jr. of Wilmington; sister, Cheryl L. Landers of
Wilmington; brother, Jeffrey W. Landers of
Wilmington; and grandparents, Alan and
Jennieve Zlomie of Wilmington. 

Preceding him in death were his mother,
Mary Ann (nee Zalud) Landers; paternal grand-

father, Ronald P. Landers, Sr.; maternal
grandparents, Emil and Audie May

Zalud; and aunt, Faith Lynn Koehler.  
Visitation for Jamison will be at

the R.W. Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory, Braidwood, Saturday, June
24, 2023 from 4:00 p.m. until the time
of funeral services at 7:00 p.m.  

Cremation rites will be accorded
following services.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be directed to Ann and Robert H.

Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago.  
For more information and to visit his

online guestbook, please log on to www.rwpat-
tersonfuneralhomes.com.

R.W. Patterson Funeral Home & Crematory
401 E. Main St., Braidwood, is entrusted with
arrangements. 

Jamison Landers

WILMINGTON— Chloe Lynn
McCully, 17 of Wilmington,  passed away
Saturday June 17, 2023 as the result of
injuries sustained in a motor vehicle
accident.

Born Jan. 11, 2006 in Joliet, Chloe
was a daughter of Carli McCully. She
was raised in Wilmington and current-
ly entering her senior year in High
School. Chloe, also referred to by many
as “Red”, was active in past years with
both Soccer and Cheer-leading at
Wilmington High School and worked part-time
at the local Dollar General. She was a Christian
who had a strong bond with her mother; loved
doing hair and nails, and had a great affection
for cows. Red was proud to be only two classes
from earning her high school diploma early. She
loved children, and children loved her. Red
enjoyed being on the water, swimming, boating
and fishing.

Gone too soon, may Red’s loved ones and
friends always feel her presence in their hearts
and forever treasure the fond memories she
leaves behind.

Survivors include her parents; grandpar-
ents: Terry and Penny McCully and Corena

Gilbert; great grandmothers: Joanne
Damakowski and Marilyn Jackson;
many aunts, uncles and cousins; her
‘Forever Fishie’ Andrew, and her pet
rats, Stitch and Cheese.

Chloe was preceded in death by
her uncle, Chris McCully and great
aunt, Donna Stephen.

The family will receive friends for
a casual visitation (which they suggest

casual attire, including hoodies and paja-
ma pants) at Baskerville Funeral Home, 700

East Kahler Road in Wilmington on Wednesday,
June 21, 2023 between the hours of 4:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m. and again on Thursday morning,
June 22, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. until time of
funeral service, 11:00 a.m.

Burial will follow in Mount Olivet Cemetery
in Wilmington.

Family and friends are encouraged to log
onto www.baskervillefuneral.com to sign the
guest book, upload photographs and share
Chloe’s memorial page online through social
media.

Funeral services and arrangements have
been made under the direction and care of
Baskerville Funeral Home in Wilmington.  

Chloe McCully

William Schaulin

MORRIS—Clair Matthews-Rath, 77,
of Morris, passed away Sunday, June 18,
2023 at Park Pointe Healthcare and
Rehabilitation Center in Morris.

Born Dec. 22, 1945 in Dixon, IL
Clair Ellen was a daughter of William
and Genevieve (Stiles) Barthelmes.
She attended school in Dixon through
the 5th grade until her family moved to
Morris where she graduated from
Morris High School with the Class of 1963.
Clair went to college at Drake University in
Iowa, achieving a Master's Degree in
Elementary Education, and moved to
Huntington Beach, CA, where she would teach
for 25 years.

Clair loved everything about living in
Southern California, especially spending time
at the beach. She was an adventurous person
who loved being outdoors. Clair learned how to
sail a Hobie Cat sail boat with her first husband,
Erich Matthews, which they would sail off the
coast in San Diego.

She married William Rath on Aug. 4, 1989,
and together they moved to Morris,  and made
their home with their family. Clair was a talent-
ed artist who enjoyed water color paintings and
working with stained glass. She was a caring
and understanding person who loved spending
time with her grandchildren and her pets,

always making sure to make a comfort-
able and loving home for her family.

Survivors include her son, Erich
(Hillary) Matthews of Coal City, and
her step-children: Jennifer (Alex)
Davis of Cary, IL, Jon (Lisa) Rath of
Minooka,  and Sarah Smith of Coal
City; thirteen grandchildren: Mayday

and Rosey Matthews, Clarissa, Megan,
and Abbey Davis, Darien (Matt)

Fincher, Miranda, Bailey, and Camden
Rath, Turner (Kelly), Mason, and Vivienne

Neri, and Avery Powell; two great grandchil-
dren: Oliver and Millie; one sister, Wilhelmina
"Billie" Williams of Texas and Wisconsin, broth-
ers-in-law and sisters-in-law: Josetta Nelson,
Ronald (Barbara) Rath, and Laurie (Duane)
McComas; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Clair was preceded in death by her parents,
and one sister in infancy.

Cremation rites are being accorded, and a
private family inurnment will follow at Mount
Carmel Catholic Cemetery in Morris.

Family and friends are encouraged to sign
the online guest book, upload photographs, and
share Clair's memorial page via social media.

Cremation services and memorial arrange-
ments are being made under the direction and
care of Reeves & Baskerville Funeral Homes and
Crematory in Morris.

Clair Matthews-Rath
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PAT AND DON BIANCHETTA

will observe their 60th wedding

anniversary on Thursday, June

29, 2023. Don Bianchetta and

the former Pat Ruffatti

exchanged marriage vows in

the Assumption Church in Coal

City on June 29th, 1963 with

Father Flynn and Father

Lennon officiating the ceremo-

ny. The couple are blessed with

three children, Jim (the late

Darlene) Bianchetta of

Braidwood,  Janet (Tim)

Shannon of Normal, IL and

Joyce (Bob) Jones of

Williamsville, IL. Four grand

children, two great gran

Bianchettas
to celebrate

60th
Anniversary

The Wilmington Area
Community Band will per-
form the second concert of the
16th season on Sunday, June
25, at 6 p.m. at Veteran's
Memorial Park.

Arrive early and order
dinner from "Between The
Buns" food truck. Please bring
a lawn chair, mosquito spray,
snacks, and water and relax in
the shade as the band per-
forms the following music in a

beautiful outdoor setting.
• Star Spangled Banner
• American Patrol
• America the Beautiful
• Chimes of Freedom
• Battle Hymn Epic
• Armed Forces Salute
INTERMISSION
• Hands Across the Sea
• Strike Up the Band
• Echoes from the

Battlefield
• Stars and Stripes Forever

Veteran's Memorial Park
is located at the intersection of
Williams and Vine Streets -
across from Oakwood
Cemetery and Island City
Baptist Church.

In case of inclement
weather, the concert will be
performed at the Wilmington
High School Cafetorium. The
Wilmington Area Community
Band is a volunteer group of
local musicians from ages 13
up. 

The band welcomes
musicians looking for a fun
summer ensemble. Please
contact Wes Smith at 815-476-
5517 for details.

Wilmington Area Community
Band to perform Sunday

Coal City United
Methodist Church (6805 E.
McArdle Road) invites the
community to join them on
Sunday, June 25, from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. for a great evening of
worship in their south parking
lot. 

Praise bands will perform
and everyone is invited to stay
to watch the Carbon Hill

Homecoming fireworks after-
wards. Praise bands from First
Baptist Church of Coal City,
The Village Christian Church
of Diamond, Christian Life
Assembly of Diamond, and
Coal City United Methodist
Church, will all be performing.
Everyone is welcome and
invited.

United Methodist Church
to hold outdoor praise

The Elwood Children’s
Garden is hosting story time
with Mrs. Dorie on Thursday,
June 22, from 9:30 a.m. to 10
a.m. It is for PreK to second
grade and pre-registration is
not required.

Then on June 27 the
Elwood garden will host
Ukulele Moonshiners from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m. It will include
free music in the garden. You
can check out more informa-
tion on the Ukulele
Moonshiners at www.ukulele-
moonshiners.com. If the
weather is threatening the con-
cert will be moved to the
Elwood Church, 101 N.
Chicago St., Elwood.

Elwood
garden to
host story
time, free
music
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APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Gardner - 1 bedroom 
apartment. $575 per 
month. One month de-
posit required. No dogs. 
On second floor in 
downtown Gardner. 
Water, sewer and trash 
included. Tenant pays 
electric.  Texts pre-
ferred at 815-277-6018. 
One year lease and 
criminal background 
check required. 
cc22-25

Wilmington - 2 bedroom 
apartment. Nice loca-
tion. $800/month. First, 
last & security. 
618-383-6330. cc24-26

GARAGE SALE

Wilmington - ***Foxtail 
Commons Subdivision 
Garage Sale*** 285 
Jennifer Lane. Thur., 
Fri., Sat., June 22, 23, 
24 from 9am-3pm. 
*Rain dates are Thur., 
Fri., Sat., June 29, 30 & 
July 1 from 9am-3pm* 
cc24-25

Wilmington - 402 Trout 
Street. Friday & Satur-
day, June 23 & 24. 
8AM-4PM. Moving sale. 
Various household 
goods, some furniture. 
cc25

Wilmington - Multi fam-
ily sale. 34119 W River 
Road. Thurs. and Fri., 
June 22-23; 8AM-4PM 
and Sat., June 24; 
8AM-Noon. Books, 
clothes(infant to adult), 
furniture, jewelry, misc. 
household and office 
items, discontinued 
Pampered Chef, jog-
ging stroller, smoker, 
snow blower, local 
honey & lots more. 
ca25

HELP WANTED

Summer help needed. 
Training dogs, cutting 
grass and not afraid of 
hard work. Wilmington, 
IL, 5 days a week. 
8am-4pm. Call 
630-399-4982. cc24-25

Applications are being 
taken for full time, 12 
month, Union Custodial 
Maintenance position. 
Please contact Jim 
Habing at 
jhabing@209u.net or
phone 815-926-1725
Resumes should be 
sent to:
Mr. Jim Habing
Wilmington High School
209U Wildcat Court
Wilmington, IL  60481
Wilmington Community 
Unit School District No. 
209U is in compliance 
with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, which states that 
no person in the United 
State shall, on the basis 
of race, color, national 
origin, sex or handicap-
ping condition be ex-
cluded from participa-
tion in, be denied the 
benefits of or otherwise 
be subjected to dis-
crimination under any 
program or activity in 
which District 209U re-
ceives federal assis-
tance. ch25-25

HIRING BARTENDER 
to work weekends and 
fill-ins. BASSET and 
food-handler certifica-
tion needed. Apply in 
person at Tuffy's 
Lounge, 1099 S. Water 
St., Wilmington 
815-476-2700. ch23-25

Maintenance Techni-
cian - Apartment Com-
munities. Coal City & 
Braidwood, Full-time 
benefits. Call or text TM 
Associates at 
815-634-8044. cc22-25

Manager needed for 
dog training facility in 
Wilmington, IL. Helping 
with training dogs, 
maintaining grass cut-
ting of 200 acres and 
managing employees. 5 
days a week, year 
round paid holidays. 
Pay appropriate to ex-
perience & ability. Call 
630-399-4982 before 
8:00 PM. cc25-28

Sunday worship pianist. 
2-4 Sundays per 
month. Late intermedi-
ate to advanced level 
ability preferred. Con-
tact Grace Lutheran 
Church, Wilmington at 
815-476-9480. cc23-25

VanDuyne Motel is 
looking for part-time 
housekeeper, working 
8-15 hrs/week. Starts at 
$11/hr. cash. Please 
call 815-476-2801 or 
stop by VanDuyne Mo-
tel at 107 Bridge St., 
Wilmington, IL. Come 
to office and fill out ap-
plication. cc22b-25b

Will County Sports-
men's Club is looking 
for a reliable Mainte-
nance Worker. Must be 
able to operate the 
Skidsteer, Backhoe and 
other equipment. 
Please call the office at 
815-476-6561 or email: 
wcsc1946@gmail.com.

HOMES FOR RENT

270 Jennifer Lane, Wil-
mington.  Upscale 2 
BR, 2 BA townhouse, 
beautiful kitchen with 
stainless steal appli-
ances, carpeted and in 
floor ceramic heat, C/A, 
w/d hook up, attached 2 
car garage, $1,500. mo. 
plus utilities, 1 mo. se-
curity deposit, no smok-
ing, call 815-861-6534 
or 815-545-0298. 
ck23-26

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. fr/tfn

MISCELLANEOUS

12 x 10 aluminum dou-
ble hard top roof ga-
zebo with netting. Still 
in box. 2023 cost - 
$1,332 + $95 tax = 
$1,427. Your cost 
$1,000. No tax. Call 
815-584-6503. cc23-25

SHOP YOUR 
LOCAL 

BUSINESSES!

Hall Rental - Available 
for parties, showers & 
meetings. Seats 100 
people, full kitchen 
available. If interested 
call New Hope Presby-
terian Church in Coal 
City, 815-634-8332. ch 
27a-tfn

MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

Braidwood: 2 BR, 2 
bath, no pets. $975 
month. 815-693-9141. 
ck25-28 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters for 
Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
s l e w i s @ t r i n i t y -
services.org.  ch22b-tfn

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 13TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT GRUNDY 
COUNTY - MORRIS, ILLI-
NOIS
FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
REYDYN LEMKE A/K/A 
RACHEL LEMKE
Defendant
2022 FC 33
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on March 30, 2023, an 
agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
11:00 AM on July 5, 2023, 
at the Grundy County 
Courthouse, 111 East 
Washington Street front 
door entrance, MORRIS, 
IL, 60450, sell at a public 
sale to the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, the fol-
lowing described real es-
tate:
Commonly known as 805 
W RATHBURN ST, CAR-
BON HILL, IL 60416
Property Index No. 
06-34-301-007
The real estate is improved 
with a single family resi-
dence. The judgment 
amount was $196,859.92. 
Sale terms: 25% down of 
the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the 
sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No 
third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, in 
certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate 
taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes lev-
ied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in "AS IS" con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court. Upon payment in 
full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate af-
ter confirmation of the sale. 
The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condi-
tion of the property. Pro-

REAL ESTATE

spective bidders are ad-
monished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation. If this property is a 
condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments required by 
The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1). IF YOU 
ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO RE-
MAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo iden-
tification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's li-
cense, passport, etc.) in or-
der to gain entry into our 
building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook 
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at 
other county venues where 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure 
sales. For information, con-
tact CHAD LEWIS, ROB-
ERTSON ANSCHUTZ 
SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, 205 N. 
MICHIGAN SUITE 810, 
CHICAGO, IL, 60601 (561) 
241-6901. Please refer to 
file number 22-022876. 
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 
236-SALE You can also 
visit The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ 
SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
205 N. MICHIGAN 
SUITE 810
CHICAGO IL, 60601
561-241-6901
E - Mail:
ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 22-022876
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Case Number: 2022 FC 33
TJSC#: 43-1431
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices 
Act, you are advised that 
Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt col-
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SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

Gas Fireplace Repair
40 years experience. 
Licensed, insured & 
bonded. Call Margo  at 
708-712-5012 to sched-
ule an appointment. 
Can repair most 
brands. Weekends 
available. Thank you. 
ck34-33

Looking for housekeep-
ing jobs. Within 10 
miles of Coal City. 
815-388-7743. cc25-28

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum gut-
ter screen, no repair to 
small or too big. Don’t 
let your roof get dam-
aged from black algae. 
Have it sprayed, low 
prices.
INSULATION. Keep 
your house cooler in 
summertime and 
warmer in the winter. 
Free estimate for blown 
in insulation for attics 
from Mike Collins Roof-
ing. Lic # 104.007296. 
Ask for Mike at 
815-730-1303. ck17-20

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local peo-
ple, organizations and 
events. If you know a 
neighbor with an inter-
esting hobby, collection 
or cause, give the edi-
tor a call at 1-815-634-
0315 or 1-815-476-7966. 
tfn/47b

STORAGE

Storage units for rent.
Long term rental only.
Large enough for a car. 
Call 815-557-4010.
cc24-27

WANTED

WANTED TO BUY

Private collector buying
old toys, Lionel Trains,
American Flyer, old
Tonka trucks, Matchbox
cars, Barbie, GI Joe,
paying top cash dollar,
call 630-248-3222.
cc15-26

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED MISCELLANEOUS
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As I told you last week, the
staid and conservative Civic
Committee of the Commercial
Club of Chicago’s latest and
more liberal ideas on taxes and
crime reduction have caused
some folks to sit up and take
notice, including Illinois
Senate President Don Harmon.

“I think that the Civic
Committee is approaching
major problems with a very
different perspective,” Harmon
said.

Harmon suggested the
business group’s recently hired
president Derek Douglas as a
possible reason for the change.
Douglas is an African-
American who worked for the
Obama administration as
Special Assistant to the
President for Urban Affairs,
and then the University of
Chicago as Vice President for
Civic Engagement and
External Affairs.

Harmon also seemed
impressed with how the Civic
Committee was willing to put
itself in the firing-line, particu-
larly on the crime issue and its
insistence that Chicago must
institute police reforms.

Crain’s Chicago Business
and others have whacked the
influential group’s crime plan,
which relies primarily on vio-

lence prevention,
targeted invest-
ment and hiring,
because it didn’t
specifically call for
hiring more police
officers. The group
wants to reduce
Chicago’s homi-
cide numbers
below 400 a year
within five years.
Last year, 695
homicide victims
were tallied by the
city’s police
department.

A recent Crain’s editorial
ended by saying that if the
Civic Committee “is going to
issue a business-minded pre-
scription on issues of law
enforcement and reform —
and if it is to truly reflect the
sentiments not only of down-
town businesspeople but their
counterparts in neighbor-
hoods hit hardest by violence
— then it should also call for a
fully staffed police force.”

The Civic Committee’s
most prominent member sup-
porting its crime-reduction
plan is billionaire James
Crown, and he told me he did-
n’t see the editorializing as
“hostility.”

Instead, Crown said, it’s

“something we
have seen along
the way, which is
people have got in
their heads that
‘this is the prob-
lem’ or ‘this is
what we need.’
And it's usually a
very short phrase
or answer. ‘The
problem is guns.’
‘The problem is
jobs.’ ‘The prob-
lem is the
schools.’

“The frustration we have
had in those conversations is
they’re right, but it's not the
whole answer. It requires many
elements, many factors, some
of which are immediate, some
of which will take years before
we have really addressed this
problem satisfactorily.”

As far as the specific criti-
cism about additional police
hiring, Crown said, “There are
people who will look at the
understaffing of the police
department relative to open
positions or history and say
that is a problem. And it might
well be, and we're very sup-
portive of the police depart-
ment and want effective polic-
ing, and we may well join in
the observation that Crain’s
has been promoting. But there
also is evidence that police
departments with many fewer
officers per 100,000 residents
are very successful. Why?”

Good question.
The Civic Committee’s

President Derek Douglas was
also asked about the Crain’s

editorial and related attacks on
WTTW’s Chicago Tonight pro-
gram: “We were a little disap-
pointed to see that, because
the suggestion was as if we
were against adding police, or
increasing police, which we
never said. What we said was
the approach we want to take
is to sit down with the leader-
ship of CPD, sit down with the
city, understand what is their
strategy, what are their needs,
how much do they want to
grow and get behind that. So as
opposed to us dictating, ‘you
need to do X, Y and Z,’ it was
more of a collaborative
approach to hear from the
police themselves, ‘Here's
what we'd like to have, we'd
like to add more of this, we'd
like to add more of that,’ and
then have the business com-
munity find ways to support it.
So, it's just about the way you
come at the issue.”

Even with the somewhat
conciliatory approach, it’s
clear that things have changed.

Harmon is right. The Civic
Committee has evolved from a
standard businessperson
group issuing standard busi-
nessperson demands which
echoed standard pro-business
publications, editorial pages
and pundits, to taking a much
more nuanced, holistic
approach to actually solving
very difficult, perhaps
intractable problems.

Douglas, I think, said it
best when he talked about a
“collaborative approach” that
focused on listening. There are
way too many unilateral

screamers on the crime issue
in particular, and far too few
people who want to take the
time to listen, learn and collab-
oratively find a path forward.

While I don’t know how
long this approach will last
(the Civic Committee’s mem-
bership being what it is), I wish
them luck.

Rich Miller also publishes
Capitol Fax, a daily political
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.

Solving Chicago’s crime requires some listening

The University of Iowa has named seven area residents to
the president’s list (4.0 gpa) and dean’s lists (3.5 gpa)

Two students from Coal City, Preston Johnson and Natalie
Durham were named on both the president’s and dean’s lists for
the spring semester. Both were enrolled in the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, Johnson majoring in neuroscience and
Durham in political science. 

Students named to the dean’s list from Wilmington were
first year student Amelia Earley, who is enrolled in the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences and Jordyn Reents, a third year stu-
dent in the College of Engineering. 

Students from Braidwood on the dean’s list include Ashley
Bollino, a second year student enrolled in the Tippie College of
Business and third year student Madeline Bollino, who is
enrolled in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

Local students earn academic
honors at University of Iowa

Brooke Montgomery, of
Godley,  has  been named to
the Saint Mary’s College
Dean’s List for the Spring 2023
semester.

To earn this academic
honor at Saint Mary's, a stu-

dent must achieve a grade
point average (GPA) of at least
3.6 on a 4.0 scale, have a mini-
mum of 12 graded credit
hours, no incompletes, and no
grades lower than a C.

Saint Mary’s College dean’s list
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The Vietnam Moving Wall
is coming to Manhattan to
honor and respect those who
made the ultimate sacrifice
through remembrance and
education. The wall will be here
June 30 to July 5 at the Wabash
parking lot, located at North St.
and Wabash St.

Food donations, T-shirts
for purchase and any volun-
teers that would like to help
can visit www.villageofmanhat-
tan.org/about_Manhattan/co
mmunity_events or contact
Kristen Reinke at (815) 418-
2053.

Vietnam
Moving Wall
coming to
Manhattan 

The Class of ‘63 from
Wilmington High School will
be celebrating the 60th
anniversary of their graduation
from WHS with a luncheon on
June 24 in St. Rose School Hall
in Wilmington.

Door will be open at 10
a.m. and buffet-style lunch will
be served at 11:30 a.m. We
invite class members, their
spouses and/or companions
and members of other WHS
60’s era classes to join us for
lunch and to share memories
and good company. 

Please reply to Mary Ellen
McGrath by text or voice mail
at 815-370-2846. 

WHS Class of
‘63 to hold
reunion

Augustana College recog-
nized 624 participants at the
college's 163rd commence-
ment ceremony May 27. The
class of 2023 is the most
diverse class in Augustana's
163-year history, with gradu-
ates hailing from 20 countries
including the United States
and 24 US states.

Those recognized includ-
ed Casey Cromp, of
Braidwood who studied Music
Education Instrumental and
McKenzie Hennessy, of Coal
City, who studied
Communication Science &
Disorders.

Augustana
College 
graduates

IDENTITY THEFT TIP
Pay attention to your mail.
Collect it every day and place a
hold on it if you’re going to be
out of town. If a piece of mail
you are expecting, such as a
bill or bank statement, doesn’t
arrive, check with the sender
to confirm when it was sent.
Consider making a change to
receive your account state-
ments electronically.
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HERE’S A CAR BUFF challenge. The Holly Rollers car show was held in Braidwood Saturday by the
Immaculate Conception Church, attracting several classics. Can you guess the make and model of the
vehicles pictured here? The best our staff could do was get four right and we’re giving you seven to
contemplate. The answers appear lower on this page. This is NUMBER 1!

How well do you know these front grills?

NUMBER 2

NUMBER 3

NUMBER 4

NUMBER 5

NUMBER 6

NUMBER 7

1 - 1948 Chevy Style Master, owned by George Gancerski of Tinley Park
2 - 1940 Chevy Station Wagon owned by Bob Jacovec, Coal City
3 - 1950 Dodge Coronet
4 - 1958 Edsel Ranger owned by Jim Neumann, Braidwood
5 - 1941  Chevy Truck owned by Bill Couch, Tinley Park
6 - 1948 Packard Super 8 owned by Jim Neumann, Braidwood
7 - 1984 Olds Toronado owned by Jake from Goose Lake

And the vehicles in order are...

WILMINGTON FOOTBALL coach Jeff Reents (right) enjoyed being on the same sideline with a
past rival, Jace Christian a senior linebacker who graduated from Reed-Custer High School.
The two were invited to participate in the Illinois High School Shrine Bowl game on Saturday
at Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington. The roster for the Blue team, which won 20-3,
included 40 football standouts including Christian. Reents was on the Blue team coaching
staff.

Wilmington, RC rivals
reunite at Shrine game
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The Reed-Custer Casting
Comets completed their sea-
son at the Illinois B.A.S.S.
Nation High School State
Championship on the Des
Plaines River June 10 and 11.
The Casting Comets entered
four boats and all did a great
two-day job with their top
boat finishing in 7th place. 

Also a stellar solo per-
formance was Bret
Cavanaugh, with his boat cap-
tain Mark Stewart, when they
traveled to the ICASSTT State
Championship in Springfield

June 3 and 4, as he casted his
way to a very impressive finish
of 25th out of 70 boats.

We want to wish our grad-
uating seniors:  Blake
Clement, Brandon Moorman,
Gunner Berg, Jace Christian,
and Lucas Foote the very best
in all they pursue in life.

They couldn’t have suc-
ceeded with boat
captains/Coaches: Mark
Stewart, Pete Banach, Ed Gad,
Tony Tessone, Bill Howell,
Ryan Cavanaugh, and David
Oelschlager for all the hours

and endless support they give
our anglers throughout the
year.

Lastly, a thank you to
head coach Erik Frederiksen
for the last 12 years of leading
the team to great achieve-
ments including multiple
IHSA State events and experi-
ences for all our anglers.

The team is already
preparing and looking for-
ward to the 23-24 school year
to start setting hooks.

Casting Comets compete in B.A.S.S State Championship

BRET CAVANAUGH from Reed-
Custer Casting Comets shows
off his fish at the ICASSTT
State Championship in
Springfield.

RCHS CASTING COMETS attended the IBN State Championship at
the Desplaines River and brought home a few good catches. Coach
Ed Gad (left) and Alex Bielfieldt display their catches of the day.

RCHS CASTING COMETS (from left) Coach Tony Tessone, Micah Crisp and Ethan Furlon proudly dis-
play their fish at the IBN State Championship in Desplaines.

RCHS CASTING COMETS  Bret Cavanaugh,
Blake Clement and Coach Mark Stewart show off
their catch of the day from Desplaines River.

BRANDON MORMAN (from left), Mady Meyer and
Coach Pete Banach from the RCHS Casting
Comets, proudly show off their catches of the
day at the IBN State Championship.


