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The City of Braidwood issued a notice
to water users urging them conserve usage
as the municipality struggles to meet the
demand.

Mayor Todd Lyons issued a notice
Monday, explaining that  water use restric-
tions are being implemented due to the
aging water treatment plant’s inability to
keep up.

“Due to typical summer demands on
our water system, the City of Braidwood is
implementing temporary water use
restrictions, effective immediately. We

understand this may cause some incon-
venience, and we want to be transparent
about the reasons behind this decision,”
Lyons said in a press release.

“We are actively working on upgrades
to the existing water treatment plant to
increase its capacity and efficiency as the
city grows. We are in the process of devel-
oping a new well to help supplement our
overall water supply.”

The water tower behind city hall,
which has been off-line since January,
needs repairs and the process of securing a

contractor to bring it back online is under-
way. 

“While this will not fully solve the
issue, restoring the water tower will pro-
vide some relief to the system and improve
overall water pressure and storage,” Lyons
said.

In the meantime, the city is asking
that all residents conserve water whenever
possible, particularly during peak hours
and for non-essential uses like lawn irriga-
tion and car washing.

Actions such as filling a pool, watering

lawns and gardens, washing cars will be
allowed but on a restricted schedule.
Residents who live on odd street numbers
are allowed water usage on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday; even street num-
bers on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

“We appreciate your patience and
support as we invest in the future of our
community’s water supply,” Lyons con-
cluded.

City struggling to keep up with demand for water

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

The June 10 Braidwood
City Council meeting was a
challenging one, with
members and supporters of
the former city council
challenging new council
members. The meeting
began with former city
administrator Tony Altiery
questioning budget infor-
mation presented during
the previous meeting.

On May 27 Liz Dixon,
Commissioner of Accounts
and Finance, presented
information claiming the
previous council and
administrator left a budget
deficit.

“We are $2 million in
the hole,” she said. “The
revenue only increased by
$700,000. You can’t cover $2

million with $700,000.”
During the public

comment sector of the June
10 city council meeting,
Altiery explained the city
budget.

“After viewing the
details and comparing
them against such source
documents, and actual
expenses it becomes clear
that there are significant
discrepancies between the
figures provided and the
reality of the financial situ-
ation,” Altiery said. “These
inconsistencies go beyond
what can be reasonably
considered oversight or
error.”

Altiery said several line
items on sample budget
sheets provided by Dixon
appeared to be intentional-
ly misrepresented or omit-
ted, leading to a distorted

view of the city’s financial
position.

“The level of this mis-
representation undermines
the integrity of the process
and raises serious ques-
tions about accountability
and trust,” Altiery said. 

Altiery attempted to
clarify the city’s budget
from the standpoint of his
previous post as city
administrator.

“Ms. Dixon posted this
in the paper, saying we’re
$2.6 million in deficit,”
Altiery said. “Turns out at
the end of the fiscal year
last year, we had $9,305,000
in the bank. Our expendi-
tures were $9,180,000. Our
revenues were $10,700,000.
That means we are under-
budget by $1,522,000. So,
I’m not sure how a deficit
could be there.”

Altiery pointed out that
the water department had a
surplus of $1.2 million last
year, so there is an extra
$800,000 in the enterprise
fund this year to replace
two generators and two
well pumps that are in dire
need of repair or replace-
ment.

Altiery pointed out the
new city council does not
yet have an MFT (Motor
Fuel Tax) budget, which he
said needs to be estab-
lished. 

He also said Dixon dis-
respected his fiancee at the
May 27 city council meet-
ing.

Learning process
Chris Earling was the

next public speaker, elabo-
rating on the city budget.

Chaos at the council meeting
Former city administrator says new commissioner giving out misleading budget figures

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Steve Gulden, inter-
im city manager, attend-
ed his first Braidwood
City Council meeting
last week, presenting a
few plans and ideas.

Gulden spent seven
days consulting with city
staff, attempting to learn
just what makes
Braidwood tick. He com-
mended city staff,
including the city’s clerk,
Sarah Weaver.

“You have a very
passionate, very dedi-

cated staff commission-
ers, and mayor,” Gulden
said. 

City center planned
Mayor Todd Lyons

spoke briefly May 27
about establishing a city
center, inviting residents
to attend a brainstorm-
ing session on June 4. 

Since then, Lyons
and Gulden consulted
experts on the feasibility
of the project. Gulden
spoke of plans for a city
center, tentatively locat-
ed on land behind

Interim city 
manager talks 
about plans
for Braidwood

Photo by Eric Fisher

DRYING OFF—Double-crested cormorants perch on a log below the South Island dam on Monday. Because their wings get
soaked when they are submerged, they must dry them out. To do this, they will perch with their wings outstretched as they
dry. Cormorants have grown in number, migrating to the Wilmington area where the fishing is good and refuge is safe on
nearby Turtle Island where they have established a breeding colony.

BY ERIC FISHER
PUBLISHER

It’s the one time of the year when
a diffferent species of waterfowl steal
the limelight from Wilmington’s park
geese.

While the domesticated white
geese dominate the landscape on the

North and South island parks from
fall to spring, double-crested cor-
morants lately are out-numbering
ducks and geese below the Kankakee
River dam.

Early most mornings flocks of
five or more can be spotted gliding
upstream as they dive into the churn-
ing waters at the base of the dam to

feed and then perch on nearby logs.
These birds are expert divers and

fishers and are perfectly adapted for
life on the water.

According to “The Buzz”, posted
by the Forest Preserve of Will County,
double-crested cormorants fall in the

Comorants in the limelight 

SEE COMORANTS PAGE 2

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

Braidwood police offi-
cers are getting burned out
from having to work so
much overtime, pleading
for the city council to hire a
new officer, says Warren
Wietting, Commissioner of
Public Buildings and
Property. 

Wietting spoke up dur-
ing the June 10 City Council
meeting, reading corre-
spondence from members
of the Braidwood Police
Department. 

“This is my turn to be a
voice for these officers.”

Wietting stated that
not only is the department
down one officer, but
another two are on active
deployment in the military,
leaving the police depart-
ment short-handed.

He said he also fears
the city being charged with
infringing on labor laws,
and pointed out the city is
paying $9,000 in overtime
during the last pay period.

“We're hopeful that
you will advocate and hear
our plea,” one letter read.
“Bottom line,
Commissioner, is that we
love the jobs we do in our
residence to serve the
highest quality of service,

but we are tired. We are
stretched and we simply
need help.”

Wietting reported that
the cost of overtime and
the stress of long hours
have affected department
morale. He predicted con-
tinued overtime hours will
negatively impact a police
officer’s ability to effective-
ly handle emergencies. He
pointed out that the budget
supports the hiring of an
officer.

Wietting also com-
mented that Braidwood
police officers are standing
behind Sgt. Christopher
Altiery as the most appro-
priate candidate to replace
Brett Goodwin as the
department’s chief of
police. Goodwin retired in
April. 

“The whole depart-
ment wants Altiery to be
police chief,” Wietting said
after the meeting. “They
have loyalty to him.”

Mayor Todd Lyons
responded, asking why
existing part-time officers
have not been called to
relieve  full-time officers. 

Council addressing
shortage of officers

SEE CHAOS PAGE 2

SEE POLICE PAGE 2

SEE PLANS PAGE 2
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Hunters should mark
their calendars for July 26 if
interested in obtaining a
waterfowl hunting blind at
one of three area state
parks.

Random drawings will
be held Saturday, July 26 for
blinds allocated for one
year at:

• Des Plaines State Fish
and Wildlife Area, Will
County with registration
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
site office, two miles north-
west of Wilmington off exit
241 on Interstate 55.

• Kankakee River State
Park and Momence
Wetlands, Kankakee and
Will Counties with registra-
tion from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for both sites at the
Kankakee River State Park
office, five miles northwest
of Bourbonnais on Illinois
Route 102.  Hunters will be

allowed to register for only
one of the two sites.

• Mazonia State Fish
and Wildlife Area, Grundy
County with registration
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
site office, 7705 E. Huston
Road, two miles southeast
of Braceville. (Blinds 20-31
may not be available due to
potential construction
project. Final decision on
drawing day.)

Duck and goose
hunters must register in
person for waterfowl blind
site drawings and must be
present at the drawing to
claim their blind sites.
Mail-in registrations are
not accepted.

To participate in a
drawing, all applicants
must present a 2024 or 2025
regular Illinois hunting
license (no apprentice or
youth license), an 2024 or

2025 Illinois Migratory
Waterfowl Stamp at the
time they register, unless
exempted by law, and valid
photo identification.
Applicants must be at least
16 years old by the date of
the drawing.

Applicants who need
to purchase new licenses
and stamps should do so
prior to the drawing.
Licenses and stamps are
available at any DNR Direct
license and permit vendor

or the IDNR website at
www.dnr.illinois.gov.

Registrants are no
longer required to possess a
valid Illinois Firearm
Owner’s Identification
(FOID) card from the
Illinois State Police to par-
ticipate in blind drawings. 

More hunting informa-
tion and maps can be
accessed at www.dnr.illi-
n o i s .
gov/hunting/FactSheets/P
ages/default.aspx.

Drawing for state waterfowl blinds July 27

Dear EarthTalk: Am I
being exposed to harsh
chemicals when I get a
manicure or pedicure?

-- Susan Porter, via e-
mail

The nail care industry
is booming. Global market
projections will near $11
billion by 2027. But
beneath the glossy finish of
a manicure or pedicure
may lie health and environ-
mental concerns. Many
consumers, and even salon
workers, remain unaware
of the chemical exposures
involved in these beauty
treatments.

Nail polishes, removers
and adhesives often con-
tain ingredients collectively
known as the “Toxic Trio”:
toluene, formaldehyde and
dibutyl phthalate. The U.S.

Occupational Safety and
Health Administration
(OSHA) says these chemi-
cals come with serious
health risks, including
nervous system, respiratory
and reproductive harm.
Even short-term exposure
can cause headaches, dizzi-
ness and skin or eye irrita-
tion.

These risks are magni-
fied for nail salon workers,
many who are black or
Hispanic. Dr. Charles Hwu,
an internist in Queens, New

York told The New York
Times: “They come in usu-
ally with breathing prob-
lems, some symptoms sim-
ilar to an allergy, and also
asthma symptoms...,” not-
ing that many of these
patients had no history of
smoking or asthma, but all
worked in nail salons. A
2023 report from Michigan
State University's
GlobalEdge says these
workers often have dispro-
portionate rates of chronic
illness.

Some cities and states
have responded with policy
changes. California's
Healthy Nail Salon Program
offers voluntary certifica-
tion to salons that improve
ventilation and use safer
products. 

And the University of
Colorado Boulder has
developed biodegradable
artificial nails that break
down safely in the environ-
ment, a shift in an industry
dominated by plastic waste.
Product reformulation is
also gaining traction.

Many brands now
market themselves as “3-
free,” “5-free,” or even “10-
free,” meaning they've
eliminated several known
toxic ingredients. Popular
eco-conscious nail brands
like Zoya and Tenoverten
are part of this change,
offering nail care designed
to minimize exposure to
toxic substances.

Still, gaps remain. The
FDA does not require rigor-
ous safety testing for cos-
metics, and many harmful
ingredients are still legally
allowed. Additionally,
OSHA guidelines for salons
are advisory, not mandato-
ry, and worker protections
vary widely across states.

Consumers can make a
difference by choosing
salons with good ventila-
tion and “free-from” prod-
uct lines. Asking for water-
based or non-toxic formu-
las, reducing treatment fre-
quency, or embracing DIY
nail care at home can also
lower risk. Further, sup-
porting worker rights is key,
as organized labor efforts
can push for better trans-
parency, safer conditions,
and more sustainable prac-
tices.

Nail treatments don't
have to come at the cost of
health. With greater aware-
ness and support for green-
er innovation, we can
shape a nail care industry
that prioritizes long-term
health over short-term
beauty.

EarthTalk® is a 501(c)3
nonprofit EarthTalk. Send
questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.

The problem with manicures and pedicures

BENEATH THE GLOSSY finish of a manicure or pedicure
may lie health and environmental concerns.

Wilmington Chamber photo

SHANA POGLIANO (left) at Wilmington Pharmacy, 600 West Baltimore St., accepts the
Wilmington Chamber�s Employee of the Month trophy from Jackie Danalewich, secretary
for the chamber. Shana was nominated by a grateful customer who noted that the customer
service there is above and beyond, more than professional and the Pogliano and staff are
friendly. If you are thankful for good customer service at a Wilmington retailer consider
nominating someone for the Employee of the Month trophy. Email your submission to
info@wilmingtonilchamber.org.

Pogliano presented Chamber trophy

Don’t rush to
throw items away.

Many charities 
can help find 

new homes for
used clothing,

appliances, and
other functional

items you no
longer want.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of bread
5. Range of mountains

10. Ended
12. Musical forms with a recurring

theme
14. On the nature of being
16. Law enforcement agency
18. Australian flightless bird
19. Subway rodent
20. More dried-up
22. A beaver might build one
23. Suggestive of the supernatural
25. Art __, around 1920
26. American rocker Snider
27. Not or
28. Earliest human: __-Magnon Man
30. Firearm
31. Tough outer skin of fruit
33. Alternative form of a gene
35. Low shrub some call “fat pork”
37. Plants in the chamomile tribe
38. Revolutionary War era spy
40. Portion of a book
41. Hoover’s office
42. Title of respect
44. Tax collector
45. Cool!
48. Real estate
50. Boy’s name
52. Airborne (abbr.)
53. Strongly recommends
55. Hit lightly
56. Bar bill
57. Atomic #54
58. Devotes again
63. Fish sauce
65. French stock market
66. Things that consist of two ele-

ments or parts
67. Tense

CLUES DOWN
1. Retired game show host Sajak
2. Equal (prefix)
3. Israeli city __ Aviv
4. Loved
5. A type of analyst
6. Ad __
7. Gasteyer and de Armas are two
8. Ran without moving
9. Opposite of yes

10. Diffuse clouds of gas
11. Mentioning one by one
13. Instruments used to dilate
15. Freshwater fish
17. Remotely-manned flying objects
18. Doctor of Education
21. Renews
23. Not the start
24. Pitching stat
27. Small water buffaloes
29. Ceramic jars 
32. I (German)
34. Something to toss on a fire
35. The process of flowing in
36. A series of acts at a night club
39. Egg of a louse
40. Inquire too closely
43. Travelers
44. Drink
46. Behave in a way that degrades
47. Electronic music style
49. Northern Ireland city
51. Upset
54. Stiff structure resembling a hair
59. Father
60. North Atlantic fish
61. 8th month (abbr.)
62. Make an effort
64. Commercial

SUDOKU - Here’s how it works: 
Soduko puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes.
To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure
out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve
the puzzle.

WILMINGTON—Karen Alma
Friddle, 79, a life-long resident of
Wilmington, passed away on June
15, 2025 at the Arc of Dwight.

Born on Feb. 19, 1946, Karen
Alma was a daughter of Melvin
and Josephine (Swartz) Friddle.
She attended local schools and
continued to stay rooted in the
community throughout her life.

Karen worked for decades as a
bartender in Wilmington. Most
notably, she spent many years at Tuffy’s
and Snookers, where she became familiar
and well-liked to customers. She was
sharp, funny, and knew how to hold her
own behind the bar. Whether someone
was stopping in after work or just passing
through, Karen made everyone feel wel-
come in her own no-nonsense way.
Outside of work, Karen was all about her
family and her town. She raised five chil-
dren as a single mother, and did so with
grit, humor, and fierce determination. Her
kids will tell you she didn’t sugarcoat any-
thing, and she told it like it was. She
absolutely adored her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. They were her pride
and joy, and she loved being part of their
lives.

Karen was a proud supporter of the
Wilmington Wildcats and loved following
local sports. She enjoyed watching
NASCAR and was a loyal Chicago Cubs fan,
even through the tough seasons. She had a
gift for gardening and was known for her
ability to breathe life back into any plant.
Karen liked being around people, talking,
laughing, and keeping up with the latest

going on around town.
She is survived by her five chil-

dren: Tiffanee (Bob) Joly, of
Wilmington; Aaron and Sarah
(Evans) Hawks, of Coal City;
Chad and Colleen (McKeown)
Duke, of Coal City; Ashley
(Andrew) Storbeck, of

Braidwood; Shana (Ben) Pogliano,
of Wilmington; eleven grandchil-

dren: Cody, Lindsey, Gavin, Kylie,
Dominic, Mason, Jaxson, Emberly,

Mavis, Jaden, Kyla; three great-grandchil-
dren: Halen Ray, Kamdyn, Levi; siblings:
Melva Jo 'Sis' McCarville, Donald Friddle,
Charles (Joyce) Friddle, Kathleen Friddle,
Mary Hairold; numerous nieces and
nephews and several cousins.

Karen is preceded in death by her par-
ents; brother, Dale Friddle; sister, Faye
Hansen; special sister-in-law, JoAnn
Friddle.

The family will receive friends for a
Memorial Gathering at Baskerville Funeral
Home, 700 E. Kahler Rd., in Wilmington on
Saturday, June 21, 2025 from 2-5 p.m.

Preferred memorials may be made as
gifts in Karen's memory to the Kuzma Care
Cottage, 635 S. Main St., Wilmington, IL
60481.

Family and friends are encouraged to
log onto www.baskervillefuneral.com to
sign the guestbook, upload photographs
and share Karen's memorial page online
through social media.

Funeral services and arrangements
have been made under the direction and
care of Reeves, Fruland and Baskerville
Funeral Homes and Crematory. 

Karen Friddle

Braidwood Lions Club 
2025 Summerfest Parade

Sunday, July 20, 1 p.m.
Lineup - 12:30 p.m. on Mitchell Street near Casey’s

Name:

Address: 

City Phone: 

Organization: 

Address: 

Description of entry: 

Phone: 
Put an X only one:

Vehicle ____    Band ____   Float ____   Walking ____   
Color Guard ___ Horse ___ Golf Cart ___Historical 
Political: ______ (A monetary donation of $25 to the
Braidwood Lions Club will be appreciated)

The theme for the parade is “An Under The Sea
Adventure”.

Parade Route:  Begins at Main/Mitchell Street,
travels west on Main Street, turning south on Walker
Street where it will end. Participants will continue
South on Walker Street to Kennedy Road and disperse
to an unloading location of their choice or pull into
the horseshoe drive behind the Reed-Custer
Intermediate School to unload.

For more information or questions contact Parade
Coordinator Angie Hutton at 815-353-3053 or Jessica
Adam-Keymon at (815)274-1498.

Send entry form by email braidwoodlionsclub
@yahoo.com  or mail to Braidwood Lions Club
Summerfest, Attn: Parade Coordinator, 198 N. Lincoln
St., Braidwood,  IL 60408

Photo by Catrina Rawson of FarmWeek

THE U.S. AG trade deficit could climb to a record $49.5 billion this year. 

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

A USDA trade outlook
report forecasts the U.S. ag
trade deficit to slightly
climb from its previous
quarterly projection.

The report, dated May
29 but not released until
June 2, puts the ag trade
deficit at $49.5 billion for
fiscal year 2025, up from
the $49 billion forecasted in
February. The fiscal year
runs from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

U.S. ag exports are
forecast at $170.5 billion
while imports are estimat-
ed at $220 billion, accord-
ing to the quarterly report.

USDA's quarterly trade
outlook did not include a
written analysis, which is
typically part of the report.

As for the delay, a
USDA spokesperson said
the report was released
later because of internal
review.

“The report was hung
up in internal clearance
process and was not final-
ized in time for its typical
deadline,” USDA
spokesperson Alec
Varsamis said in a state-
ment. “Given this report is
not statutory as with many
other reports USDA does,
the department is undergo-
ing a review of all of its non-
statutory reports, including
this one, to determine next

steps.”
The $49.5 billion

deficit would beat the pre-
vious record of $31.8 billion
set in 2024.

The forecast for U.S. ag
exports included:

• Grain and feed export
values at $37.9 billion,
down from $38.8 billion in
FY 2024 and up slightly
from the February forecast
for 2025.

• Oilseeds and prod-
ucts exports at $33.2 bil-
lion, down from $36 billion
in 2024 and up slightly from
the February forecast.

• Livestock, poultry
and dairy exports a bit
higher at $38.8 billion from
$38.7 billion in 2024, but
down $900 million from the
February forecast.

• Horticultural prod-
ucts to continue to climb
year-over-year to $41.2 bil-
lion in 2025, up from $40.9
billion the previous year.
However, the projection is
slightly down from the
February forecast.

• Ethanol exports at
$4.3 billion, an increase
from $4.17 billion in 2024
and up slightly from the
February forecast.

Earlier this year,
President Donald Trump
began announcing sweep-
ing global tariffs, of which
most have been paused or
decreased.

Trump's reciprocal tar-
iffs that he announced in
April were prompted by the
“large and persistent trade
deficit that is driven by the
absence of reciprocity in
our trade relationships and
other harmful policies like
currency manipulation and
exorbitant value-added
taxes perpetuated by other
countries,” Trump said at
the time.

Those tariffs have
since been challenged in
court and lawsuits are mak-
ing their way through the
judicial system.

The U.S. and China
have been in a tit for tat
with tariffs, but agreed to
temporarily pause triple-
digit tariffs for 90 days to
“establish a mechanism to
continue discussions about
economic and trade rela-
tions.”

The 145% U.S. levy on
most Chinese imports was
reduced to 30% effective on
May 14, while the 125%
Chinese duties on U.S.
goods dropped to 10%.

The USDA report fore-
casts agricultural exports to
China at $18.5 billion,
down $3.5 billion from the
February forecast and a
decrease of $7.2 billion
from 2024.

The trade outlook also
looked at world per capita
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth, which is
expected to reach 1.8% in
calendar year 2025, dipping
from 2.7% previously fore-
casted, according to USDA.

In the key emerging
markets of Brazil, Russia,
India, Indonesia and
China, per capita GDP
growth is expected to slow
to 4.6% on average in 2025
from 5% in 2024.

The next quarterly
trade outlook is scheduled
for release on Aug. 28. Read
the full report at
bit.ly/3Hoq2eE.

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the
Illinois Press Association.
For more food and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

Projected ag trade deficit climbs

The Village is a church that
works with the community
to help where it is needed
the most. 

Many families are
struggling to bring food to
the table. That is why The
Village is partnering with
Northern Illinois Food
Bank to host a mobile food
pantry at the Reed-Custer
Middle School, 407 Comet
Drive, Braidwood, on
Monday, June 30, at 5 p.m.

Mobile food
pantry coming
to Braidwood

The Grundy County
Land Use Department will
be collecting used chil-
dren's books for Bernie's
Book Bank through July 11,
at the Administration
Building, 1320 Union
Street, Morris, from the
hours of 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. 

Practicing one of the
four Rs is reuse. Children's
books that are no longer
being used can find their
way into the hands of a
child who needs a book.
Studies have shown that
reading is the most impor-
tant skill a child needs to
learn. However, studies
also show that 61% of low-
income families don't have
any children's books for
their families.

Bernie's Book Bank
provides books to 25,000
children annually. Since
2009, Bernie's Book Bank
has distributed more than

24 million children's books.
Bernie's Book Bank will
provide at least 12 books
per year for each child that
they serve. They do ask that
donations do not include
educational textbooks or
religious books.    

Grundy County has
been most generous in
these events since 2017 and
has given over 21,000 books
to needy children. Last
year, they had the highest
number of books given, a
total of 6,000 books which
is amazing.

Please help this worthy
cause by donating chil-
dren's books from pre-
school through 6th grade. If
you should have any ques-
tions please feel free to
contact Beth Skoff or 815-
941-3228, bskoff@grund-
countyil.gov or Heidi Miller
at 815-941-3229,
hmiller@grundycountyil.g
ov. 

Grundy County
collecting used
children’s books

SEND
NEWS!

Contribute to your
community newspa-

per by emailing
news items by

Friday to
news@fpnusa.com

Catfish Days Craft Show
and Flea Market

A craft show and flea market is planned for
Saturday, July 26, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the down-
town antique district during Catfish Days. Spaces are
assigned first come, first served with a limited number
of spaces available. No electricity available.

Check in as early as 6:30 a.m. at North Water and
Van Buren street. Vendors must arrive by 8 a.m. and
remove all vehicles by 8:40 a.m. or your spaces will be
forfeited.

The non-refundable cost is $35 for 10-foot x10-foot
spaces postmarked on or before July 12;  $50 post-
marked July 13-19. Do not mail after July 19.  Spaces
paid for the day of the event will be $65. Fresh food
vendors who prepare food on site pay $100 through
until July 12 for a 10’x20’ space. If paid after July 12 the
price will be $150. Food vendors must also be permit-
ted by the Will County Health Department so be sure
to contact them.

All interested parties, including Wilmington non-
profit organizations, must pay for a space.

Complete the contract below. Detach and return it
with a check made payable to Women of Wilmington.
Mail to: Women of Wilmington, PO Box 13,
Wilmington, IL 60481. Email questions to the-
womenofwilmington@gmail.com. Post dated checks
will not reserve a space. Confirmations will be
emailed the week of the show.

Catfish Days Committee and Women of
Wilmington will not assume liability for any losses,
damages or injuries sustained by exhibitors or specta-
tors.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Name: __________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

City: _________________ State: ______  Zip Code:_____

Contact Person:__________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________

Email address: ___________________________________

List what will be sold: ____________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
How many spaces? (Circle one):   1    2    3    4    5



Oak Knoll
Financial Strategies
is hosting its 5th
annual fundraiser
for the Alzheimer's
Foundation of
America.

As financial
advisors for
Raymond James,
we know at least 10
of our clients have
family members
with Alzheimer's.
Sadly, we've lost a
few in the past two
years to this dis-
ease. 

In previous
years, the longest
day fundraising
event included
watching movies,
biking, and bowl-
ing.

This year, Oak
Knoll Financial
Strategies is excited
to sponsor a bags

(or corn hole) tour-
nament to raise
awareness and
funds for the
A l z h e i m e r ' s
Foundation.

The event will
be on Saturday,
June 21, from 1-6
p.m. at Children's
Memorial Park in
Wilmington. The
Wilmington Rotary
Club has refur-
bished the park
with accessible play
equipment and a
story walk. Books
for children, avail-
able through the
A l z h e i m e r ' s
Foundation of
America, will be
featured in the story
walk during the
2025 event.

There will be
food trucks, DJ
music, gift baskets,
drawings and kids
games offered. A
$25 donation to the
A l z h e i m e r ’ s
Foundation of
America gets each
person into the
tourney and one
free drink. It is open
to competitors age
16 and older with
prizes awarded to
the top three win-
ners.

Over the past
four years, Oak
Knoll Financial
Strategies raised
$30,000 for the
Foundation to help
find a cure for this
terrible disease. 

The link for
people to donate is
https://givebutter.c
om/LongestDay. Or
call Ashley or
Shanna at 815-476-
2105 to confirm
your spot. Sign-ups
will be taken at
noon the day of the
event.

Sign-up now
for Longest Day 
Bags Tournament
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ILLINOIS  CLASSI-
FIED ADVERTISING

NETWORK
HEALTH/PERSONAL/
MISCELLANEOUS
IF YOU HAD KNEE
OR HIP REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY
AND SUFFERED AN
INFECTION between
2020 and the present
time, you may be enti-
tled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles
H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Custer Park - 2 bed-
room upstairs apart-
ment. No smoking. No 
pets. $975/month plus 
deposit and last
months rent. 815-476-
6816. ca25-26

GARAGE SALE

Huge Multi Family 
Mega Yard Sale. Wil-
mington, 1511 N. 
Kankakee Street. Fri-
day & Saturday, June 
20 & 21 from 8am to 
3pm. Clothes, house-
wares, holiday & misc.  
items.  Priced to sell. 
ca25

HELP WANTED

Eaton & Schultz Insur-
ance Group is looking 
for a customer service 
rep. No weekends. 5 
days a week, Monday 
through Friday. No ex-
perience necessary. 
Fluent in Spanish a 
plus. Call Dave or Dan 
at 815-476-5896 for 
more information. 
ch25-26

Offering CNA classes, 
days, evenings and 
weekends. Home 
health nurses needed. 
CNA instructor need-
ed.   Call for class
dates, 630-771-1162
or 630-771-9069, 
www.spectrumnurses
cna.com cc20-39

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Swimming pool acces-
sories for sale:
250,000 BTU pool
heater, heavy duty
pool stairs, pump, 
filter, chlorinator, pool 
aqua-droid vac. Plus, 
free for dismantling 
yourself: 27 foot round 
pool and wood deck. 
Free pool furniture. 
815-252-8241. cc24-
26 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 390 E. 
Janet Dr., Braidwood, IL 
60408 (Single Family). On 
the 26th day of June,
2025 to be held at 12:00
noon, at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Room
1001, Joliet, IL 60432,
under Case Title:
U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its in-
dividual capacity but 
solely as Owner Trustee 
for VRMTG Asset Trust
Plaintiff V. Thomas M. 
Brown Defendant. Case 
No. 22 FC 1019 in the Cir-
cuit Court of the Twelfth 
Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois. Terms of 
Sale: ten percent (10%) at 
the time of sale and the 
balance within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 

REAL ESTATE

sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit,
other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments
and legal fees required by
subdivisions (g)(1) and
(g)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send 
written notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact: 
Heavner, Beyers &
Mihlar, LLC
PO Box 740
Decatur, IL 62525
P: 1-217-422-1719
F: 1-217-422-1754
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., June 4, 11 
and 18, 2025.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  WWoorrddss
PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy

385 N. Second Ave. 
Coal City

Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

cc11-26

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
to small or too big.
Free roof inspection.
Low prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including
drywall repairs, plaster
repairs, cracks, holes,
& patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. 

WANTED TO BUY

Cash paid for fossils
for old fossil collec-
tions. Call Pat 630-
632-9292. cc25-28

STORAGE

WANTED
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Sophia Burciaga - All Conference - 1st Place Pole Vault

Tanner Gullquist - All Conference - 2nd Place Pole VaultRCHS Natalie Flores received All Conference for girls soc-
cer.

RCHS Hailey Compton received All Conference for girls soc-
cer.

Katie Lantka - All Conference - 1st Place Triple JumpAlyssa Wollenzien - All Conference - 2nd Place 100m
Hurdles / 2nd Place 300m Hurdles / 1st Place High Jump

RCHS Aurora Haake received All Conference for girls soc-
cer.

RCHS Joe Bembenek received All Conference for baseball.

RCHS Landen Robinson received All Conference for base-
ball.

RCHS Addison Hartman received All Conference for soft-

ball.

RCHS Alex Bielfeldt received All Conference for baseball.

RCHS Amber Syc received All Conference for softball.

RCHS Gwen Stewart received All Conference for girls soc-

cer.

R-C Athletes earn All Conference honors

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Because it’s your right to know
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