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SUMMERFEST OPERATIONS Chairman Josh Bolatto (left) and Summerfest Sr. Advisor Wayne Saltzman (second from right) and Braidwood Lions Club
President Beth Burns, recently presented Summerfest parade honors to Freak, owner of Top Fuel Saloon and manager Debbie Stovall.

The Braidwood
Lions Club is pleased
to announce that
Freak, owner of Top
Fuel Saloon in
Braidwood, has been
chosen to serve as
Grand Marshal of the
44th Annual
Braidwood Lions
Club Summerfest
Hometown Proud
Parade. 

Freak's passion
for helping those in
need, his unwavering
dedication to military
service men and
women, and veterans,
along with his out-
standing support of
local organizations
and the community,
are what made the
club's decision this
year a very easy one.

Freak, accompa-
nied by his girlfriend,
saloon manager
Debbie Stovall, will
lead the Summerfest
Hometown Proud
Parade down
Braidwood's Main
Street on Sunday, July
20, starting at 1pm.

Freak to be Sumerfest Grand Marshal

BY ROSE PANIERI
STAFF WRITER

After living through
hell on earth for nearly
seven years, Kim and Chris
Earling have finally found a
measure of peace, though
the scars of tragically losing
a daughter never complete-
ly heal.

A lawsuit involving for-
mer mayor of Braidwood,
James Vehrs, and former
police chief, Nicholas
Ficarello,  against the
Earlings has been dis-
missed. Vehrs and Ficarello
served from  2015 to 2019.

It began when Kim
Earling’s daughter,
Samantha Kile died of
Fentanyl  poisoning on Nov.
3, 2018. In part, she claimed

Ficarello and the
Braidwood Police
Department manipulated
her daughter, subjecting
Samantha to situations that
led to the fatal overdose.

After Samantha’s
death, Earling and her hus-
band spoke out against the
city of Braidwood and its
police department. At the
March 23, 2021 city council
meeting, Earling publicly
questioned the police
department’s death investi-
gation and alleged destruc-
tion of evidence.

“How can he [Ficarello]
consider himself a top cop
when he botched my
daughter’s investigation for
a drug-induced homicide
case,” Earling said at the
meeting.

Further, during public
comment, the Earlings
questioned  the mayor’s
honesty, alleging a portion
of a $150,000 city loan to
the city appeared to be
missing.

In June 2021, Ficarello
and Vehrs filed a lawsuit
asking for more than
$50,000 relief, claiming the
Earlings committed slander
and libel against them.

Life tragically lost
The autumn of 2018

began as a hopeful one in
the Earling household.
Samantha, 22, was preg-
nant with Earling’s first
grandchild. The baby was
due to be born on Jan. 3,
2019, and had already been
given a name: Jaxsen
Michael. The family was
cautiously optimistic that
Samantha would finally
break free of opioid addic-
tion.

Samantha was seven
months pregnant on the
fateful day of Saturday, Nov.
3, 2018. The baby was
active, responding to the
voices of his mother and
grandmother.

In the wee hours of
Nov. 3, Samantha returned
home from visiting rela-
tives. Earling was home
alone and asleep when
Samantha entered her bed-
room to let her know she
was home. She told her
mother she was going to
take a bath.

At 4:30 a.m. Earling sat
up in her bed, fully awake.
The bathroom fan was still
running, and her mother's
intuition screamed that
something was horribly
wrong. 

“She was face down in
the bathtub,” Earling said.

“Later, I went through
extensive therapy. EMDR
[Eye Movement
Desensitization and
Reprocessing) just so I
could get the vision of
Samantha, in the bathtub
full of water, out of my eyes.
That was all I could see for
many years.”

The daughter Earling
described as a soul mate
had died, surrounded by
drug paraphernalia.
Neither Narcan or other
life-saving measures would
bring her back to life.

Samantha had suffered
addiction several years
prior to her death. As
Earling stood in horror at
the sight of her daughter in

the bathtub, she knew the
day she feared most had
arrived. She had lost her
daughter and grandson.

“I lost all my faith in
God, I was devastated,
destroyed,” Earling said.
“Samantha and I  were
inseparable. We were the
yin and the yang.”

The hell of addiction
Samantha’s birth on

Nov. 16, 1995, was the
beginning of an unbreak-
able bond between Kim
and Samantha. The bright-
eyed, cheerful child
brought Earling the joy of
fulfillment.

“She filled my soul
with purpose,” Earling
said. “Her magnetic per-

sonality, her smile, her
unforgettable laugh, her
loving gypsy soul taught me
to live each day to the
fullest.”

Samantha was a bright
child who tested into accel-
erated classes in high
school. She was active in
softball, cheerleading, and
speech. She had no secrets
and loved everyone.

However, within 18
months of starting high
school, Samantha’s grades
began to fall. Earling was
informed by a friend that

Lawsuit against grieving family dismissed

SAMANTHA KILE IS PICTURED in this social media profile
photo from 2018. Her parrents claimed her death from an
opioid overdose was hastened by her involvement with the
BPD as an informant.

SAMANTHA KILE and Kim Earling (right) were a close mother and daughter duo. Kim said
that while they had their problems throughout Samantha's addiction, her daughter was a
free spirit who loved everyone.

SEE DISMISSED PAGE 2
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HEALTH/PERSONAL/
MISCELLANEOUS
IF YOU HAD KNEE
OR HIP REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY
AND SUFFERED AN
INFECTION between
2020 and the present
time, you may be enti-
tled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles
H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

ILLINOIS 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
NETWORK

GARAGE SALES

Braidwood Garage
Sale Days. Fri. and
Sat., June 13 & 14.
8am to 3pm. Get maps
at First Presbyterian
Church, Main & Lincoln
St. Look for the green
pennants. No rain
date. cc22-24

Furniture & Craft Sale, 
200 S. Division,
BRAIDWOOD. Thurs.,
June 12 & Fri., June
13, 9am-4pm; Sat.,
June 14, 9am-2pm.
Good assortment of
household items &
kitchen utensils-pots,
pans, Pyrex baking
dishes, some
Corningware. Hand 
crafted items-quilts, af-
ghans, hats, linens,
doilies, other items.
Quilting material, some
yarn & crochet thread.
Barbie dolls, watches,
new & used. Too much
else to list. ca24

Limestone - 4914 W. 
Route 113. Friday & 
Saturday, June 13-14. 
8am to 4pm. Big barn
& moving sale. Tools, 
mowers, chainsaw, nu-
merous miscellaneous 
items. cc24

We’re Back! Estate 
Sale in Braidwood. 388 
E Main St., Thurs. & 
Fri., June 12-13, 9am
to 5pm. Sat., June 14, 
9am to Noon.
Antiques, primitives,
women’s plus and
men’s clothing, bikes,
crystals, geodes,
lamps, furniture, old
bottles including
Braidwood. Over 15 ta-
bles full! ca24

STORAGE

Wilmington - Garage 
Sale, One day ONLY, 
Saturday, June 14.
24730 Cottage Rd. 
7am-4pm. Something 
for everyone, multi
family. fr24

HELP WANTED

Offering CNA classes, 
days, evenings and 
weekends. Home 
health nurses needed. 
CNA instructor need-
ed.   Call for class
dates, 630-771-1162
or 630-771-9069, 
www.spect rumnurs
escna.com cc20-39

HOME FOR RENT

2 Bedroom apartment
upstairs. No smoking.
No pets. $975 month
plus deposit + last
month rent. 815-476-
6816.

LOST & FOUND

Have you found a lost 
pet or lost a pet in Will 
County? Please call 
Will County Animal 
Control. We may have 
your pet. We want to 
reunite your family, 
815-462-5633. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Blacksmith Forge for 
knives. $250. Delta 10” 
table saw, 220v cabi-
net maker. Like new.
$700. Call 815-458-
0907. ck24

WANTED

Swimming pool acces-
sories for sale:
250,000 BTU pool
heater, heavy duty
pool stairs, pump, 
filter, chlorinator, pool 
aqua-droid vac. Plus, 
free for dismantling 
yourself: 27 foot round 
pool and wood deck. 
Free pool furniture. 
815-252-8241. cc24-
26 

PETS

Large Selection of Dog 
and Cat Food, treats, 
accessories, health 
aids, clothing, Birthday 
treats, wall art, jewelry, 
gifts, greeting cards 
and Home of Fritters
for Critters Pet Treats. 
New! Brew and Chew 
Dog Treats. Trinity 
Barkery 240 W. Balti-
more Wilmington., Il 
60481 815-476-5104 
slewis@trinityservices.
org. 

REAL ESTATE

SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE of 390 E. 
Janet Dr., Braidwood, IL 
60408 (Single Family). On 
the 26th day of June,
2025 to be held at 12:00
noon, at the Will County
Courthouse, 100 W.
Jefferson Street, Room
1001, Joliet, IL 60432,
under Case Title:
U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its in-
dividual capacity but 
solely as Owner Trustee 
for VRMTG Asset Trust
Plaintiff V. Thomas M. 
Brown Defendant. Case 
No. 22 FC 1019 in the Cir-
cuit Court of the Twelfth 
Judicial Circuit, Will 
County, Illinois. Terms of 
Sale: ten percent (10%) at 
the time of sale and the 
balance within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No judicial sale 
fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pur-
suant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the resi-
dential real estate whose 
rights in and to the resi-
dential real estate arose
prior to the sale. All pay-
ments shall be made in
cash or certified funds
payable to the Sheriff of
Will County. In the event
the property is a condo-
minium, in accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c)(1)(H-1) and 
(H-2), 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 

REAL ESTATE

605/18.5(g-1), you are 
hereby notified that the 
purchaser of the unit,
other than a mortgagee,
shall pay the assessments
and legal fees required by
subdivisions (g)(1) and
(g)(4) of Section 9 and the
assessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Illinois
Condominium Property
Act. Pursuant to Local
Court Rule 11.03 (J) if
there is a surplus following
application of the pro-
ceeds of sale, then the
plaintiff shall send written
notice pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/15-1512(d) to 
all parties to the proceed-
ing advising them of the 
amount of the surplus and 
that the surplus will be
held until a party obtains a
court order for its distribu-
tion or, in the absence of
an order, until the surplus
is forfeited to the State.
For Information Please
Contact: 
Heavner, Beyers &
Mihlar, LLC
PO Box 740
Decatur, IL 62525
P: 1-217-422-1719
F: 1-217-422-1754
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT
YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT THIS LAW FIRM IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
Published in the Free
Press Newspapers on
Wed., June 4, 11 
and 18, 2025.

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

AA  TThhoouussaanndd  
WWoorrddss  

PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy
385 N. Second Ave. 

Coal City
Mandy Eaton
815-791-2913

GOT GRASS
Lawn Care
Jim Baudino
815-342-6394

cc11-26

Mike Collins Roofing, 
re-shingles and gutter 
cleaning, aluminum
gutter screen, no repair
tosmall or too big. Free 
roof inspection. Low 
prices. Lic
#104.007296 Ask for
Mike at 815-730-1303.
ch21-46

Ron’s Drywall, Hang, 
Tape & Paint, 25 years 
experience.  Reason-
able rates including
drywall repairs, plaster
repairs, cracks, holes,
& patches.  Carpenter 
available by request. 
815-549-5136. cc21-
32

SITUATIONS
WANTED

Wanted:
Stories about local
people, organizations
and events. If you
know a neighbor with
an interesting hobby,
collection or cause,
give the editor a call at 
1-815-634-0315 or 
1-815-476-7966. tfn

SERVICE &
REPAIRS

Average gaso-
line prices in Illinois
have fallen 3.0 cents
per gallon in the last
week, averaging
$3.31/g today,
according to
GasBuddy's survey
of 4,378 stations in
Illinois. 

Prices in
Illinois are 9.7 cents
per gallon lower
than a month ago
and stand 44.3
cents per gallon
lower than a year
ago. The national
average price of
diesel has
decreased 1.7 cents
in the last week and
stands at $3.44  per
gallon.

In Wilmington,
gas ranged from
$3.25/g at BP up to
$3.29/g at the brand
new Love’s station. 

Braidwood is
selling gas from
$3.29/g at Casey’s
to $3.49 at
Marathon. In Coal
City expect to pay
$3.37/g at Shell up
to $3.45 at Gas N
Wash. 

Expect some
relief at the pump
in Morris, with gas
prices at $3.14/g
across the board.

B o u r b o n n a i s
will save you even
more, with gas at
$3.09/g at Kroger
and $3.12/g at BP. 

“Average gas
prices declined in
nearly all states
over the last week
as refineries
ramped up output
and gasoline sup-
plies surged,” said
Patrick De Haan,
head of petroleum

analysis at
G a s B u d d y .
“While a few states
experienced price
cycling—a pattern
where prices drop
sharply and then
spike every couple
of weeks—the over-
all gentle down-
ward trend is typi-
cal as summer pro-
gresses. If oil prices
continue to rise
gradually, it could
eventually impact
gas prices, but for
now, we likely
won’t see any major
shifts at the pump
in most areas this
week.”

The lowest
price in the state
yesterday was
$2.81/g while the
highest was
$4.49/g.

Gas prices
cycling lower 

Advertise
your garage
sale here!
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RCHS SPECIAL awards were given for the 2025 softball season, players include (from left) Addison Hartman - MVP, Leah

Grace - Most Improved, Caysie Esparza - Hitting Award, Sophia Moyers - Coach’s Award and Mackenzie Foote - Gold Glove.

RCHS SPECIAL awards were given for the 2025 track season, players include (from left) Brodie Alexander - Most Improved,
Jayden Bustos - MVP, Katie Lantka - Heart of the Comet and Alyssa Wollenzien - MVP. Not pictured: Zachary Pruss - Heart
of the Comet.

RCHS SPECIAL awards were given for the 2025 soccer season, players include (from left) Hailey Compton - Coach’s Award,
Natalie Flores - Defensive Player of the year, Aurora Haake - Comet Award and Midfielder of the year, Gwen Stewart -
Offensive Player of the year and Harlie Liebermann - Most Improved Player.

RCHS SPECIAL awards were given for the 2025 baseball season, players include (from left)Collin Monroe - Gold Glove, Joe
Bembenek - Coach’s Award, Landen Robinson - MVP and Top Hitter and Alex Bielfeldt - MVP.

FOUR CASTING COMETS who competed at state are (front) Mady Meyer and Alex Bielfeldt.
Seated on the boat are Brock Billingsley and Margaret Dockery.

REED-CUSTER TEAM#2 caught five bass over two days

during the state finals. Anglers are Brock  Billingsley and

Margaret Dockery.

The Reed-Custer
Casting Comets ended up
catching nine bass between
two boats during the 2025
IHSA Bass Fishing State
Tournament on Lake
Shelbyville.

But they need twice
the number of fish, at twice
the weight, to finish among
the top 10 boats as the win-
ning boat from Windsor
High School weighed in
five-fish limits on each day
for a commanding 24
pounds, 14 ounces for first
place.

The Casting Comets
fished in a field of 61 other
boats from throughout the
state. The tournament
included rough weather
and a lake that proved to be
stingy in giving up the bass.  

Still, it was an amazing
achievement just to qualify
for state as fewer than a
handful of schools quali-
fied two boats for state.

“We are so very proud
of both boats making it to
Lake Shelbyville and being
a part of an experience very
few anglers ever get to be
involved with!” comment-
ed coach Connie
Rutherford.

Reed-Custer Team #2
featuring anglers Margaret
Dockery and Brock
Billingsley, along with boat
captain Mark Stewart, fin-
ished 51st with one fish at 1
pound, 3 ounces caught in
Friday. On Saturday they
boated four bass to end up
5 pounds, 13 ounces total.

Reed-Custer Team #1
featuring anglers Mady
Meyer and Alex Bielfeldt,
along with captain Pete
Banach, finished 52nd with
four bass on Day 2 with a
total weight of 5 pounds
and 1 ounce.

The top three boats
had weights of 24-14, 23-1
(St. Charles North) and 23-
1 (Sandburg). There were
18 boats that turned in two
day, 10-fish limits with the
Big Bass of the tourney
being 6 pounds, 2 ounces
caught by Newton #2.

“Thank you and best of
the future to our seniors
Margaret Dockery and Alex
Bielfeldt,” said Rutherford.
“And, as always, thank you
to our coaches and all
anglers for your commit-
ment and enduring passion
for fishing.”

Casting Comets
land nine bass
during State

Courtesy photos

STATE WEIGH-IN—Up on stage for to weigh their bass
caught during the IHSA State Bass Fishing Tournament on
Saturday are Alex Bielfeldt and Mady Meyer.

EASY TO REMEMBER

www.freepressnewspapers.com
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